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No. 2 


Memorandum of a Verbal Communication made by Chevolier Cadorna to Earl Grancille, 
April 22, 1879. 


LE Président de In Compagnie de W'sthme de Suez a divigé A M. te Miniatro de 
Agriculture et da Commerce d'ltalie une lettre, en) date du 27 Mars p 
Jui annonce qu’d dater du 1 Juillet droit de 10 franes pour 
pergu nur les navires qui tranaitent par le Canal, en raison da tonnage lourd, et non pate 
comme jusquici, sur le toonage net ow de resist 


WArtiele 17, troisiéme alines, de (Aste de Concossion du 5 Janvier, 1856, dispose 
que 1a Compagnie ne pourra exodder pour le droit sapécial de navigation lo chiffre mastaun 


de 10 francs pne touncass do capacits 


o# navires, et par tite de pamaxer. 
Da tens qu’on attribue en général & Vexpe nea at de ce que 
‘une taxed part est imposée aux pamagors, on devrait en inférer quo le maximum de 
10 franes fixé par I'Acte de Concession #9 rapporte an 0 not, clest-Adire, A ln partie 
du navire qui est effectivement destinde 4 Ja oargaison. 

M, le Chevalier. Viseonti Venoxta a exprime & Mf. le Chevalier Cadorna le désir de 

tun semblable communication a été faite au G ue, et 
4, x00 opinion 

In lettre i y Venosta 
fait remanyuice Vintérdt de la navigation, que ln Compagnie 
abandonne ceth sir zy 

Le Chevalier Cadoron ayant expoxi A M, le Comte Granville 66 qui précéde, lui n 
adresié la priére de vouloie bien le mottre A mime de ripondre & son Gouvernement & ce 
sujet. 

20, Hitl Street, Berkeley Square, le 23 Avril, 1879, 


(SS Eee 
No. 3. 


Karl Grencille to Bir A, Paget. 


(No, 19, Commercial.) 
Si, Foreign Office, April 29, 1872. 
THE Chevalier Cadorna called oa me on the 22nd instant, and stated that the 
President of the Isthmus of Suez Canal Company had announced to the Italian Minister 
of Agriculture and Commerce, in a letter dated the 27th ultimo, that from the Ist of July 
hext the due of 10 francs per gauged toa upon vessels passing through the Canal would be 
Jevied upon the gross tonnage, and not as hitherto, upon the net or registered tonnage. 
Chevalier Cadorna remarked that Article 17, paragraph 3, of the Act of 





Concession of the Sth January, 1856, ordains that the special tonnage due to be levied by 
the Company shall not exceed the maximum amount of 10 francs per measured ton 
(‘tonneau de capacité”) and per passenger. 

According to the meaning usually attributed to the expression “tonneau de capacité,” 
‘and tating into consideration the fact that a separate due is levied upon pastengers, it ought. 
to be inferred, the Chevalier Cadorna observed, that the maximum of 10 franes fixed by the 
Act of Concession would apply to net tonnage ; that is to say, to the position of the vesse} 
factually destined for the reception of cargo. 

“The Chevalier Cadorna stated, in conclusion, that the Chevalier Visconti Venosta had 
expressed to him the desire of the Italian Government to know whether a similar communi« 
cation to the above had been addressed by the Sucz Canal Company to Her Majesty's 
Government, and if so, what wax their opinion as ta the compatibility of such a proceeding 
with the letter and spirit of the Act of Concession of 1858; M. Visconti Venosta 
considering it highly desirable, in the interests of navigation that the Company should 
abandon the proposed measure. 

Toow have to request that you will state to M. Visconti Venosta that Her Majesty's 
Government have not received ony communication on the above-mentioned subject. from 
Suet Canal Company, and that therefore the question af tho interpretation of the Act of 
Concession, ax regards tonnage dues. luk not as yet come under thet consideration, 

am, &. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


Se ee 
Nod. 


Sir A. Paget to Earl Grancille,—(Reocived May 12. 

(No. 36. Commercial) 
My Lord, Howe, May 7, 1872, 

THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's despatch No. 19, 
Commercial of the 29th of April lust, relative to a communication made to your Lordship 
hy the Chevalier Cadorna, on the subject of a change in the manner of levying the 
Yoong dace on vesels young throogh the Suex Canal; and 1 have communizated 
despatch to the Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "A. PAGET, 


Ss 
No. 5, 


Memorandum communicated by M. Plener, on behalf of Count Beust, May 21, 1872. 


BY the new mode of calculating the canal duties, which is to come into effect on 

1, the pasaage duty of 10 fr, per ton will be levied instead, from the not amount of 

from the gross amount of tons (English measurement), therefore the duty will be 
Paid ftom parts of the ships which are not filled by eurgo, but by engines, coal, kc. This 
different mode of caloulation will, In the ease of steamers, be equivalent to an increase of 
the duty by 66 per. cont, 


No.6. 


Earl Graneille to Count Bewst 
(Private.) 
Dear Count oust, Poreign Office, May 25, 1872, 
MDE PLENER left with me a few days ago a momorandam respecting’ the new 
mode of caloulating duties on the stenti-ressels paming through the Suex Canal, and 
stated that your Excellency would be glad to know what view was taken of it in this 
‘country. 

_ I find, on inquicy that, ns the Sucx Canal Company have not made any communi« 
cation on the subject to Her Majesty's Government, the matter has not yet come under 
their consideration, 

Believe me, &o. 
(Signed) ANVILLE. 


c 





No. 7. 
Mr. Plummer, Jun., to Barl Grancille.(Received June 10.) 


Newcastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce, 
My Lord, Neweastle-upon-Tyne, June 8, 1872. 

1AM directed respectfully to inform your Lordship that this Chamber has had its 
attention drawn to the alteration proposed by the Suez Canal Company of the baris on 
Which they lovy the Canal dues on vessels using the Canal, Since the opening of the 
Canal and up to the present time, the Canal Company have levied theie maximum due 
of 10 ff. per ton on the net register tonnage ax shown by the register, or, in the case of 
foreign-owned steamships, by the British “measure briefs" but it has ‘recently bee 
officially intimated that, on and after the Ist of July next, this due of 10 fr. will be levied 
fn th gross register tonnage of such vessels. 

he gross register tonnage of a steamer represents the capacity by mexsurements o 
the whole hullof the vessel, inclusive of the space oceupied isthe “machinery, &c. The 
net register tonnage represonts the space actually available for cargo. It will bo seen, 
thorefore, that the cargo-carrying eapueity of a steam-sbip can only be defined to be the 
net register tonnage, and the invariable practice is to charge dock and harbour dues on the 
not register tonnage of steamers, 

Inquiry hax shown that the proposed change in the basis on which these dues are 
charged is, on the average, equal to un increase of about 43 per cent., oF in effect equal to 
1 due of 15 fr, 50 e, per ton on tho nct register tonnage, 

1 am directed to bring these facts under your Lordship's notice, because it is the 
opinion of this Chamber that the terms of the Concession uuder whieh the Canal Company 
enjoy their rights do not adinit of their adopting the course they propose, and whould your 
Lordship concur in this view I havo to roquest respectfully that the influence of Her 
Majesty's Government may be exerted to prevent the ruising of the Canal dues beyond 
the tie tiulated inthe Concesion 

he Sed sub-section of Article 17 of the Concession granted by His Hi i 
Pacha to the Canal Company, is as follow * pias Bi 
De ne pas exeéder, pour le droit spécial de navigation, le chiffre maximum de 10 


francs par tonneau de eapacité des navires et par tte de passage, 
he amount of the dues chargenble is limited by this clause to 10f.* pr ton of 


capacity," and this Chamber contends that, ws bere employed, capacity isa term applicable 
only to space, and that a ton of capacity ix a ton of measurement, fe, m certain well. 
dofined and universally recognized quantity of space available for cargo. On the other 
band the Canal Company. say they are about to adopt the gross register tonnagn of 

amers as the basis on which to charge their duct, because it approximates. more nearly 
thon the net register toanage to the weight-carrying power of the steamer. : 

‘This Chamber is of opinion that by the terms of its Concession the Canal Company 

* nothing whatever to do with tho weight n vessel carries, but has to deal solely with 
the amount of space expressed by so-called tons of measurement, and that the adop: 
the geons register tonnage of steamers as the basis for levying dacs is altogether unwarrented 
either by the express terms of their Concession or by the universal pructice of maritime 
nations. 

For the solution of the question, What is a ton of eapacity, this Chambor eouthlenth 
refers to the Merchant Shipping, Act, 1851, which define it tbe 100 cubic fet of cook 
space only ax ia available for the transport of cargo. It may also be stated that the 
pructico of all other maritine nations where the ton the unit of meantrement 
4 identical in principle with the British system of mensuroment, 90 that the tonnage of 
vessels, whether measured by the British oF the Foreign system would, but for the small 
variations arising from the different standards of meas 

A large amount of copital bins been invested in. steamships built specially for the 
Canal since its opening ; the subject i, therefore, one of great importance, and this Chamber 
trust it will receive your Lordship’s early attention, 

T have, ey 
(Bigned) TB PLUMMER, Jon... Secretory. 


P.S—Since the above was written, letter (rom the “ Times’ ” Constantinople 
correspondent on this aubject has oppenred in the * Times” of yesterday. I am requested 
to inclose this, toxether with m report taken from the same paper, af x speech of the 
Chairman of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company. 

BP, 


Inclosure in No. 7. 
Estracts fram the * Times” of June 7, 1872. 


crx Caxat.—OUR Constantinople Correspondent writes, under date the 28th 

‘The Suez Canal Company bas decided that, from and after the Ist of July 
next, ships passing through the Cunal shall pay 10 fr. per ton upon their gross tonnage, 
to be ealeulated according to the English method of measurement now in foree in England, 
Considering that British shipping supplies seven-tenthe of the navigation of the Canal, we 
are naturally most interested in ascertaining how far the Company's decision is consistent 
with its rights and those of commerce as secured by the terms of its Concession. ‘The 
reasons why the Company abandons the presont aystem of levying the tax upon the 
‘egistered tonnaze designated by the ship's papers are that, in opposition to the stipulations 
cgntained in the Concession, some ships are thereby made’ to pay more than others of the 
same burthen, and that the Company is also a losor, inasmuch ax the officlal tonnage ix 
‘lways below the real one. So far the Company is unquostionably right. ‘The measure 
ment of ships varies in every country, and thelr tonnage differs necording to their 
ntionality. Consequently, under the present rystem, two ships of the aame buethen, but 
onder different flags do not poy alike in the Canal) and the Company does not charge 
upon the real amount of goods which ships can or do carry. Again, no one will feel 
disposed to find fault with the Company for choosing the English mode of measurement 
for the purposes of the tax. This mode has been ndopted by the European Commision 
in the Danube, and it seeves as equitably ax ponsible the interests of all parties concerned, 
Bat where one must disagree with the Company ix when it asserts the right of chorging 
ships upon their gross tonnage. Here it obviously loses wight of all principles governing 
maritioe taxes, as well ns of the tering of ite own Concession. ‘This is, indeed, the first 
time that it ie pretended to subject to a tax that portion of a stoam-ship's tonnage which 
in devoted to hee machinery and fuel and a simple reference to Article 17 of the Con- 
enon suices to show that tho special navigation fe which the Company iy authorized 
to levy, not exceeding 10/fr, per ton, is only applicable to the tonnage available for cargo. 
It is, therefore, to be expected, that the decision taken by the Company will be resisted : 
and, indeed, I already hear that tho Italian Government hax made representations to the 
Porte in the matter, and that the Porte does not share the Company's views. After all 
the opposition raisod is in the interest of the Company itself, for the proposed mode of 
increasing rovenve can hardly be considered good policy on its part, By at once adopting 
the maximum of the dues it is entitled to levy under the Concession, it ws probably kept 
tho navigation of the Canal within narrower limita than if a more liberal course had boen 
pursued; further ions upon shipping might hare no other effect but that of 
rendering. the ppoincipully, if not entirely, available for military transports. U may 
also add that « year ago the Company sought for and obtained from the Porte, power 10 
increase, provisionally, the passage dues, by 1 fr. per ton, on the alleged ground that it 
would thereby easily raise a loan, of which it is so much in want, ‘This authorization has 
Tot yot been applied. Does the Company reverve giving it elfoct ont aflee the present 
attempt to increase tho rovenue of the Canal by aver-assessing tho tonnage Hable to be 
taxed?” 


Pexiesoran axp Oniewrat Sream Nayiatton.—The halfyenrly general meeting, 
of this Company was held yesterday at the offices, Leadenhall Street. Mr. P. D, Hadow, 
the chairman, presided. 

‘The report, an abstract of which appeared in the “Times,” was held as road, 

The Chairman, io moving the adoption of the report, said it was riot necessary for 
him to go into the various matters referred to therein. He was thankfal to say thut’ they 
had not lost any oftheir vessels during the past half-year, ‘They hd performed thelr long 
voyages entitely five from accident, and for that result they were indebted to the care und 
efficiency of the commanders of their vessels and to the officers. He was glad to say that 
their mew ships were found to be excellent sea-boats, He read part of letter respecting 
the “ Peshawur,” ove of their largest vessels, showing that she had peaved an admirable 
sea-boat in the Hay of Madras during a cyclone: and that sho wax perfectly manageable 
during ove of the severest eyclones the Commander had ever met with, ani in which 
seventeen vessels wers wrecked in Madeas Hay, ‘They had heant of the Mougolia—how 
she weathered the storm, and of the efficiency of some of the young officers on that 
occasion, The Company y improved. Since the last meeting 
the directors had ordered four new vessels, which would be delivered in about eighteen 





tnonths. [fall their vessels were like the ew ones he believed they would have paid a 
better dividend. ‘There were three of their ships now bringing home large cargoes of tea, 
tind they would pass through th Suez Canal. So far as the directors could see at present 
there wax no chance of a call on the proprietors for more movey. They were graduaily 
getting rid of the old ships and obtaining new ones to replace them. Coals were dearce 
sind wages higher, and. they had been threatened with a very serious strike, but it was met 
‘it Southampton, in a way that bad foiled the agitators. ‘The Company had always treated 
their sailors with consideration and had kept them in employment while others would have 
discharged them. As regarded coal, the rise in the price must qualify the reduction of 
expenses: ‘The postal contract with the Italian Government of 19,0001. per anoum, wad 
not of much advantage, but there was a large trade from Italy to the East. ‘They must. 
however, await the ratideation of the contract. They bad alluded in the report. to 
Mr, Sutherland, who bad carried the negotiations through with that Government, and had 
‘om various occasions, exerted great patience and dextenty in the scrvice of the Company. 
11 was proposed to elect him a director of the Company preparatory to appointing him one 
of the managing direetors. Ia the report they had not alluded to the Suez Caaal. ‘The 
directors had aways adopted the Canal when they could do so for the advantaze of the 
Company. ‘The tart for vessels passing through the Canal bad been increased ; they 
charged 10 fr per ton of registered tonnage, without allowing for engine room, and 10 ff, 
er pomenger, anus the Company eared a great tany passengers the charge became 
heavy on the Company's vessels, If they were to send their ships through the Canal ot 
that mate they would have nothing to divide among the proprietors, ‘The cost of con- 
veyunce overland, was from 65,000, (0'85,000/.; but by the new tariff wid the Suez Canal, 
the cont would be 140,0001. He thooght that there should be some consideration for the 
business of a lange company, and they did not propose to pay that penalty. The dividend 
had been fuey earned, aithough the rates had been redeecd by 40 per cent, for cargo. 
He hist been obliged to take a voyage io one of their ships to the Mediterranean for ti 
benefit of his health, and he found that the arrangements on board were excellent, and 
that thei aystorn of dealing with the wines, &c., gave great satisfaction. 

Admiral Copia secousled the resolution for the adoption of the report. 

‘A discumion ensued as to the management of the Company, in which Mr, Mackenzie, 
Mr. Franco, and other shareholders took part 

‘The Chairman explained that the Company was managed in accordance with the deed 
of settloment, by three managing diteetore and the Hoard, abd be believed thot their aystem 
jn evry respect was about the best that could be devised. 

Revolutions were passed adopting tho report, declaring the dividend of 3i. per cont. 
for the post half-year ending the Ist of March last, payable on the 24th instant. 

‘The meeting was then made special, and Me, . Sutherland was elected a member of 
of the Company. 

‘The proceedings concluded with a vote of thanks to the Chairman and directors, 


2 


No. 8. 


Chevalier Cadorna to Karl Granville—(Reeeived Jene Vs) 


Chee M. lo Comite, 20, Hill Street, le 14 Juin, 1872, 
JE m'omprese de vous transmettre civjoint le résumé de Is conversation qe j'xi eu 
Thonnour davoir hiee avec vous au sujet du nouveau tarif de In Compagnie da Canal de 
Suez, tout pret a y introduire les modifications qui pourraient vous sembler néeeeaaires, 
Votre dévoue, 
(Signs) ©. CADORNA, 


Inclosure in No, 8, 


Memorandum of Conversation between Cheealier Cadorna and Kart Granville, 
une V3, 1872. 


M. LE CHEVALIER CADORNA a rappelé a M. le Comte Granvitle la communi- 
cation verhale qu'il avait eu Vhonnenr de loi faire le 22 Avril passé i Yobjet de connaitre ai 
Je Gouvernement de Sa Majesté la Reine avait regu de la Compagnie du Canal de Suez la 
participation que Ia taxe sur les navires passant par le Canal était portée sur le tonnage 


9 


rut, et pour le prier de vouloir bien Iui dire quel était avis du Gouvernement Britan- 
Sy ‘hee sujet. M. le Chevalier Visconti Venosta venait de faire connattre au Chevalier 
Cadlorna que sa Seigneurie, par le moyen de Sir A. Paget, lui avait fait repondre qu'aueune 
communication i ce sujet n’était parvenue au Gouvernement de la Reine, lequel consé- 
cat ne sen était pas encore préoccupe. Ss 
Sra Caavaier Cadoton we lorroas Os eK Scigneurie d'autres communications 
de tn part de soa Gouvernement quant av fond de cette nffaire, a fait remarquer i 
M. le Comte Granville que le | Juillet prochain était 'époque fixée par la Compagnio A Iv 

‘en exéoution de cette modification du Tarif. Aussi il était de tonte urgence que In 

eu exéecation de ce Tarif fit prorogée, sagissant d'un sujet qui intérosse na plus haut 
degré le commerce des nations, et qui complique des questions se référant nux limites 
imposées dla Compagnie par ke’ firman de concession, La Compagnie méme doit recon 
‘aitre In haute couvenunce et Téquité de cette prorogation, Sugissant d'une mesure qui a 
64é deélibérée il yw A peine deux mois, qui west pas parvenue officieltemont ’ Is connais- 
savice de plusieurs Cabinets parti ‘les plus intéresscs, ot laquelle @ une grande, portie 

jue ses conséquences. I a ajouté qu'il était rigourcusement équitable qu'on donna & 

Fepifon ‘publique et aux. Gonvernements intéressée fe temps Aetudier et de disouter 

lement le probldme, avant quiuux difficulté propres du sujet Sajoutent lex 
difficultés du fait acconspli. ‘ 

Le Gouvernement du Khédive, lequel seulement poutrait agir dircetement envers la 
Compagoie ce sujet, quoigu'il ne soit pas encore jusqu'd présent intervents dius la 
‘question soulevée par la deliberation de. la spagaie, aurait pourtant déclaré wa disposi 

ie ven peéoceupr dane le exe quien soit soll'é par dex Gourernenents gal ne 

icipent pas nux opinions de In Compagnie. F 

Draprés ela t'pur les toot usindiqués, le Gouvernement du Roi n'a pas W6sité 
G'insister ouprés da Gouvernement Fxyption pour fe prier de vouloir bien obtenir que ha 
mise e, exGouton da nowvesa Tart soit provagde. Ls Cheraliet,Cadornn, depts la 
ordres de son. Gouvernement, a expriné & Lord Granville le déir do son Gouvérnomont 
que M, le Comte Granville veuille bien appayer cette démarcho, on xe niunissant, & co 
but, au Gouvernement dur Roi J 

™M. le Comte Granville, en remereiant M. le Chovalicr Cadornn pour cette communien= 
tion, lui a dit que trés révemment il avait derit A Sir H. Blliot pour avoir des ronscigne- 
ments et des notices au sujet de cette affaire, quilprenait acte de cette communication, 
Jaquellc il aurait prise en attentive et sérieuse consideration, 





Viscount Knfeld to Mr. Plummer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 13, 1872. 
{AM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
Sth instant, calling his Lordship's attention, on bobalf of the Neweastle and Gateshoad 
Chamber of Commerce, to a propoxed alteration in the tonnage dues levied by the Su 
Canal Company, by which the sum of 10 francs, hitherto paid on the nett tonnage of a 
vousel, is henceforth co be charged on the gros tonnage; nod I am, in reply, to acquaint 
you, that Lord Granville hax communicated with Her Majoity's Ambassador at Constanti- 
wople on this subject 
aoe oe Tam, &. 
(Signed) ENFIELD. 


No, 10, 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot, 
a -) Foreign Office, June 13, 1872. 
(roe ‘any atops been taken with regard to an intention of the Suex Canal Company 


to charge dues on groas, instead of nett tonnage? 


— 





No. Il. 
‘Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville —(Received June.) 


(Telegraphic.) Therapia, June 14, 1872, noo 

THE Porte called upon the Byyptian Government for explsuntions of the insert 
of the Suez Canal Company to charge the dues on the gross tonnage, and the matter is 
‘under consideration. i 

The present impression is that the maximum of 10 fr. per ton sanctioned by 
Imperial Firman having been understood, both by the Porte and the Company, as appli- 
cable to the registered tonnage of ships, the basis cannot be changed without’ she 
uthorization of the Sultan's Government. 





No. 12. 
Sir H. Elliot to Rarl Grancille—(Recelved June 15) 


(elegraphie.) Therapla, June 14, 1872, noon. 
MY opinion having been wked upon the question of the Suet Canal’ duce, I 

expressed myself in favour of the viow taken by the Porte, as reported in my telegram 

1 did not think that the Porte could allow am iocrense of about 40 per cent, 

above the rato they consider to have been saactioned without their consent. tf thi te 

not the view of Her Majosty's Government I should be glad to be informed, Ihave wt 

the same time said that the Porte should show itself ready to tak 

proposal for such a reasonable increme of dues as may be proved neceaary to pro 

fund for keeping the Canal in efficient working order. F 


ese 


No, 14. 
Earl Granville to Sie Hi. Elliot 


(Telegraphle.) Fortign Office, Sune 15, 1872. 
aan PLEASE repeat your telegram en olair, referred to in your eypher telegram of the 
jth instant 


—— 
No. 15. 
Viscount Bifleld to Mr. Farrer, 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 18, 187: 

1AM directed by Kar Granville to. trunamit to you the correspondence noted in the 
margin,* containing the communications which hive pussed is Lordship, the 
Halian Gi the Noweastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce, and. Her 
Majeaty's Ambassador at Constantinople, on the subject of the reported. jatention of the 
Suez Canal Company, on and alte st of July proximo, to levy the foe of 10 fr 
per ton, hitherto charged on the rogister tonaage of vessels passing through the Canal, 
upon the gross tonnage of such vossels; and I am to request that, in laying these 
before the Lords of Trade, you will move their Lordships to favour Lord Granville at 
their earliest convenience with such observations as thoy may have to offer thereupon, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) ENFUELD. 





No. 16. 
Sir H. Elliot to Bart Grancille-—(Received June 22.) 


(Telegraphie.) ‘Therapia, June 22, 1872, 2 ym, 
THE Porte hus telegraphed to the Vieeruy of Egypt to give further explanations 
about the proposed alteration in the Suex Canal dues, and not to consent to tt without 
frest instructions, 
aa. AcaLA: 


8, 9, 10, and 12. 


n 
No. 17, 
Viscount Enfield to Mr. Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 24, 1872. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 18th instant, [ am directed by Earl Granville to 
state to you, for the information of the Lords of ‘Trade, that. Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople has reported to bis Lordship, by telegraph, that the Porie hos called upon 
the Egyptian Government for farther explanations respecting the proposed alterations of 
the Suez Canal dues, and has desired the Viceroy to withhold his sanction to it for the 
present. 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) ENFIELD. 


No, 18, 


Sir H. Eliot to Earl Grancille—(Received June 25.) 
(No. 16) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, June \, 1872, 

THE question which forms the subject of your Lordsbip's tologram of the 13th 
instant, respecting the proposal of the Suez Canal Company to charge tho duos upon the 
gross instead of the net tounoge of vessels, had on several occasions beon discussed by 
Server Pusha and myself, 

A short time ago his Excelleney showed ie a letter received from the Viceroy, in 
reply to a request sent to him by the Grand Vizir for an explanation of whnt ‘wax 
proposed. 

Highness in that lottor, without expressing himself very distinotly, showed a bias 
in favour of the wish of the Company, which was, perlups, to be expooted, considering the 
stake which he has ax the chief shareholder of the Canal. 

About a week ago, tho papers connected with thix mubject were sent to me bj 
Server Pasha, who wished to have my opinion upon tho pretension now put forward, 
‘and intinated, at the same time, that the Porte didnot for the momont feel disposed to 
admit it 

I said that the first thing to ascertain was what had been the fair meaning of the 
original arrangement wx sanctioned by the Porte, and it certainly appeared, a far ax 1 
‘could judge, that the intention theo was that dues should be charged spon tho rogistered 


tonnage, 
“Ts fic, the word tonnage as applied to tho Canal rou, I thought, be hold to express 
what it meant when applied to light or any other dues. 

T did not think that an increase, amounting practically to about 40 per cont., could be 

id upon stenmers by xomething that approached very nearly to a quibble, while aa open 
increase of a single franc, or 10 per cent,, could not be made without the express sanction 
of the Parte, At the same time, the proper maintenance of the Conal was m consideration 
of importance, and the Porte could not, in my opinion, withhold a favourable considera 
tion of any moderate increase shown ta be req) 

As above, 70 per cent. of the i British 
shipping, I thought it advisable to prevent the Sult a weing in 
8 proposal of which one of the objects, as I find thein stated in the reports on the subject, 
is to secure a dividend of 9 per cent. t6 the sharcholders. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 





No. 19 
Viscount Enfield to Mr. Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 26, 18: 
WITH reference to my letters of the 18th and 24th instant, Lam directed by 
Granville to request that you will state to the Lords of Trade that ‘the Italian Minister at 
this Court has proposed ta his Lordship, on the part of his Government, that Her 
Majesty's Government, without committing themselves on the whole question, should join 





the Italian Government in their endeavours to procure an adjoumment af the proposed 
increase of the tariff of the Suez Canal dues. amment of the p 
Lond Granville is disposed to thiok that this proposition might be acceded to, bu 
hie has referred the matter for the consideration of the Board cf Trade, he ait pottpoee 
taking any step until he receives their opinion on the subject. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "” ENFIELD, 


ee a 


No. 20. 
Count Beust to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 26.) 


Imperial and Royal Austro-Hungarian Ko 
Dear Me. Hammond, Ww Belrant Square, Tone ern 
REFERRING to your private letter of Muy 26, respecting the view the English 
ernment takes of the augmentation of the Suet Canal dues, I take the hikes 
vidress you nga on this subject, as I saw in the papers that Mr, IS, Cochrane was stage 
k Lord Enficld a question on thin subject. But ax tho “Tinos” of the following day 
ot contain Lord Bfleld’s reply, I uhoold feel obliged by your kindly inforining ane ct 
view of the British Goveramont respecting the new mode of caleulating that Canal 


Beliove me, &e, 
(Signed) BEUST. 


No. 21, 
Mr. Farrer to Viacownt Bnfld.—(Recvived June 28.) 


‘Sir, Bourd of Trade, Whitehall Gerdens, June 28, iT 
YOUR recent letters, conceming the tonoaze dues to be levied qu the Seon ve 
and theit inelonare, alse questions of great diffeuty, eyeo-r 7 0 the Ses Canal, 
eee the meaning of the words * tonneau de ‘cupacité des navires contained in the 
HA — learn is that meaning to be determined ? 
HM the meaning is uncertain, what limit of taxation is it just and ier 
having regard to the maintenance of the Canal, and having aioe hoo 1d the ueraee oP 
the <n 00 the ave hand, und of tho ereditors and shareholders of the Cans] on the 
‘hat part will the French and other Goveraments take in this ? 
What art ought Her Majesty's Government to take? matter? 
is obvious that these questions, involving as they do the history of the Ce 
the present foc pston othe Cao, the genera! Pincpes maiko 
taxed, ond the action of different nations on the subject, carer be met i 
withoot mach inquiry and delay. And the Board of Tee a Cite seed 
agteo with Sir H. Elliot, that the immediate imposition of the i ible, 
be ostponwd, so that time may be given to consider what the ine 
fair to ob promt. . 
irther question mised in the House of Commor from which it is i 
that there are rumours that the French Government claim’ thet all Sainte 
the Canal are to be decided by the Freach Consul, and not by the authorities of the 
country, ; The effect would be to impair or invalidate the provision 
contained in for the neutralization of the ‘Canal, and to make the French 
Governinent supreme in all that relates to the management of the Canal, 
to urge the importance of ascertaining whether there is uny truth ia those 
_ Thave, &o. 
(Signed) ‘T. H, FARRER, 


eee 


Tis unnecessary 
rumours, 


No. 22, 


Lord Lyons to Earl Granville —(Received June 29,) 
(No. 832) 
My Lord, Paris, June 28, 187 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the following documents which 
have been sent to ne to-day by M- Ferdinand de Lesseps. 

A copy of a letter addressed by him to Nubar Pasha on the 19th instant, respecting 
the new mode of levying tolls by tonnage on the Suez Canal, 

Three copies of a printed pamphlet by M. Mousette, Adininistrateur of the Suez 
Canal Company, iatituled, “La question du Toonage. Note sur le nouvelle base de 
pereeption des droits du Canal de Suez.” 

re, copes, i a pamphlet form of an article inttuled “De Wunifeation des 
Jaugeazes,” taken from the “Journal des Eeonomistes," of this month, sable 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) LYON: 


Inclosure in No. 22. 
M, de Leweps to Nubar Pasha. 


A bord du paguebot “Bridan,” le 19 Juin, 1872, 
M. le Ministro, ‘entre Alecandrie et Mestine, 

J'AL rect bier, au moment od je, m'embarquais & Alexandre pour retourner en 
Kurope, la letteo que votre Excellence m'a fait Mhonneur de m'adresser le 18 Juin, aveo 
1a copie d'une communication de Agent et Consul-Général d'Ttalic en Exypto ot on 
memoirs imprind contre le principe adopté pur lu Compagnie dt Canal de Sve pour ln 
perception de son droit de navigation de 10 fr, par tonne de cupacité, 

m Altese le Khédivo vous a invite & mo faire savoir qu'il est prerauadé que si le 
Conseil «Administration s'est dearté dos flrmans en décrétant Iw mesure en question, il 
sera Te premier & reve ou. da moins A surseoir jusqu’h ex que les partion 
‘qui ont participé A Y’Acte de Concossion aient pris la détermination qu’elles scront appolées 
4 prendre. 

F[eoqotte aur la queston du tonange contenast toutes Ie ues flies par te Conseil 
de 1868 b 1872, et la décision du Conseil présentéo A I'Axsombiéo Généralo des Action- 
nies Je 12 Mars, 1572, documents nigulidrement transmis ou Gommissaire do Son Altesse 
chargé de veiller, auprés de ln Compagnie, & Vohscevation do I'Acte de Concossion et des 
Statuts, donnent ta preuvo que Ia base de Venquéte, aussi bien que de ta résolution du 
Conseil, x toujours été Pexacte observation de I'Article 17 de WActe de Concession du 
5 Janvier, 1800, Cet Article permet au Conseil de modifier les tarife de In Compagn 
gation, le chifte maximum 


wurtoot aprés les modifications introduites 
stoamors, ne repréentnit jis In capacité 

rielle des ‘est-inliro In partic utilisable pour Iours eargaison 
La Compagnie était done fondée d rechercher les moyens dappliquer dune manidre 
plu equitable pour ses propros intéréts le droit de 10 france pur tooneau desting i 
rinuneret les capitaux eiwployds hla construction d’an canal qui, tout on promettant de 
grands benéticer wn commerce, devnit aussi profiter A ceux qui en avaient supporté In 


ce que nous avons fait Iéeulement avec Vaide d'ane commission selentifique et 
sur Favie de notre Consell Jdicinire, qui s'est appuyé sur les Firmans de Concession loin 
de sen doarter, 

Nous sommes prits & soutenir notre droit. 

‘Tout navire qui passern par le Canal, des le 1 Juillet prochain, devra payer Ia taxe de 
navigation conforméaent & la decision da Conseil du 4 Mars, 1872, publlge duns les dels 
prévus, 

‘Le Mémoire imprimé joint & la dépéche do l'Agent et Consul-Géaéral c'Ttalie se 
résume ainsi — 

1. La tonne de eapacité, & laquelle te maximum de 10 fe. porté par I'Article 17 du 
Firman do 1866 se rapporte, est une tone de jauge et non une tonne de poids. je 
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3. La tonne imposable,c’est-idtire, le nombre de tonnes de jauge qui doit étre compté 
pour la perception de Ia taxe de transit par le Canal de Suez, est représenté par le volume 
total et géométrique da navire, moins ls partic non utilsable, 

3. La tonne de jauge ne peat étre que la tonne de jauge Francaise, 

__ Je suis daccond avec lauteur du Mémoire sur les deux premiers points, raais sur lo 
troisidme je crois avoir une certaine competence pour Je contester en ma qualte diepirs 
teur et rédacteur de l'’Acte de Concession et des Statuts de 1856, Je déclare A ce Utre que 
thon expérience des fonctions Consuliires et Diplomatiques de France pendant trente ine 
w'ayant appris que Ia jauge officielle des bitiments de toutes les nations eiait, infeeeae t 
eur capncité réelle et utilisable, j'ai voulu justement écarté pour Tavenie Vancien meconsen 
Par les mots nouveaux de “tonne de capacité,” expérant quiun jour les Gouvernonen 
sur Finvitation ou. sur Vexemple de la Compagnie, mattresse de Tapplication de nes tarshe 
adopternient un mode anique de tonnage remplissant les conditions de la vivte ot ae 
Véquité, 

J'ajouterai_ que, contrairement & V'opinion exprimée 
Compagnie Universelle du Canat de Suez est Egyptionne, ayant ton sidge socal sa 
Alexondrie qu'ayant son sidge administratif et financier & Paris et étant re par les 
loix qui résissent, en France, les sociétés anonymes. 




















s le corps da Mémoire, ta 









Veuillez, &e, 
Sign F. DE LESSEPS, 





Karl Granville to Sir H. Elliot.* 


hie.) Forrign Office, June 29, 1872, 5-30 vw. 

Hf respect to the proposed increase of the Suez Canal dacs Het Majesty's Govern 
‘went are of opinion, without entering at present on the general question, that it w advexblo 
that the date of the new tori to come into operation should be postponed, 


N 









Colonel Stanton to Karl Granville —(Reevived June 30.) 





(Telegraphic) Alexandria, June 30, 18; 

HAVE oi ted the purport of your Lordship's telegram of last evening to 
the Agent of the Canal Company, who states'that the Counell of Administration at Paria, 
having decided that the new tariff’ should come into oporation to-morrow, he is unable tg 
postpone the date, ax recommended by Her Majosty’s Government. 


=. 


No. 25. 












Viscount Bnjield to Mr. Farrer. 


Bir, Foreign Offi, July 1, 1872. 
WIT reference to your letter of the 25th ultimo, Tam directed by Barl Geanvite to 
te to you, for the infiemation of the Lords of Trade, that’ his Lordship commumiestea 
th Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople and with Her Majest 
Conwul-General in Egypt relative to the postponement of the date of the | 
Suce Canal dues, and that a telegram ia reply haa been received from the latter to the effect 
that the Agent of the Company bas stated to him that as the Council of Administration 
at Paris has decided that the new tarif should come into operation thi dy, the Company's 
Agent in Egypt is unable to postpone the date, 





Agent and 











Tam, &, 
(Signed) "ENFIELD, 





1 inclose a copy of a despatch from Sir Henry Elliot on this subject-+ 
E 
).— 


A sigur telegram was sent Wy Colouel Staton, TBI 
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No. 26. 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville —(Received July 4.) 


(Telegraphic.) Therapidy July 3, 1872, 11 vo 

IN consequence of a recent claim by the French Government to have questions 
relating to the Suez Canal Company decided by the French Consul, as though the Company 
were French instead of Egyptian, I nm sending the following telegram to Colonel Stanton + 
—“If you have no instructions from Foreign Office, it will be advisable to warn Her 
Majesty's Consuls to take no steps implying a recognition of the jurisdiction of the French 
Consulate in the affair of the new Canal tariff.” 

Sir Philip Francis is of opinion that much ultimate incoay 
protests of English captains are lodged before the French in 
authorities. 


ee a ee 
No. 27. 











nice may result if the 
yaad of the Exyptian 












Viscount Enfield to Mrs Farrer, 


Foreign Office, July 5, 1872. 

LORD ENFIELD presents his compliments to tho Secretary to the Board of ‘Trade, 
and, with reference to the letter from this office of the Ist instant, is dirocted by Bari 
Granville to transmit to him, to be laid before the Lords of Trade, the wecompanying copy 
of a telegram from Her Majesty's Atmbassador at Constantinople, respecting the question 
of the Sucz Canal dues. 





oS EEE EE 
No, 28, 
Sir H. Blliot to Kart Grancille.—(Reevived July.) 


(Telegraph Therapia, July 7, 1872, 5°30 nat. 
PORTE is inclined to comider the Firman would allow the Suez Canal Company to 
charge the dues upon the gross tonnage inscribed in the ship's books, with a deduction of 
24 per cent, in the case of screw steamers, and of 37 por cent, for paddle steamers, ae wax 
fixed by the Danube Commission. 
‘They will be greatly influonced by my opinion, nnd 1 shall not offer any opposition to 
the proposal without instructions from your Lordship. 




















20, 
Viscount Enfield to Mr. Farrer, 





Forvign Office, July 8, 1872. 
LORD ENFIELD presents his compliments to the Secretary to the Bowed of Trade, 
and, With reference to the letter from this Office of the Ist insta rected by Earl 
Granville to state to him, for the information of the Lands of ‘Trad is Lordship ho 
eoeived telegram frou Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, stating that the 
Porte is inclined to allow the Suez Canal Company to charge the dues upon the grow 
tonnage inseribed ia the ship's books, with a deduction of 24 pee cent. in the case of screw 
and of 37 per cent. in that of paddle steamers, as was fixed by the Danube Commission. 
Sir Henry Elliot adds thot the Turkish Government will bo greatly influenced by 
opinion, but that be does not propose to offer any opposition to the arrangement in question 
Without instructions from Lond Granville, 


a 

















No. 30, 


Viscount Enfield to Consul Mark. 
Foreign Office, July 9, 


Sir, 
1 AM directed by Earl Granville to instruct you to report to his Lordship, if you 
have not already dane so, the exact point raised in an action stated to have been brought 


1872) 
































by the Messageries Nationales against the Suez Canal Company before the ‘Tribunal of 
Commerce nt Marseille, a connection with the recent increas of shipping dues wade by 
the latter Company, and the result of such action, aie: 

Signed) ENFIELD. 


No. 31, 
Colonel Stanton to Barl Granville —(Received July 10.) 


liyLol: sales Alesondria, Jane 30, 1872. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram of the 29th instant, suggesting the post- 

nt of the date for the new tariff of the Suez Canal to come into operation, and to 

ply by telegraph of this date, I have the honour to report that, immediately’ on the 
receipt of your Loriship’s despatch, I waited on the Chief Agent of the Canal Company 
in Egypt (M. de Lessops being in Paris), and asked him whether the Company still intended 
to carry out the alteration in their tariff, announced for the Ist of July, and I stated that 
Her Majosty’s Government, without entering at present on the general question as to the 
rights of the Company, were of opinion that t was advisable for them to'postpane tho date 
on whieh the aew anf should come into operation nddg that { bad: reson to believe 
‘i vice had heen given to the Company by the Porte 
to Daub, the ‘Agent, replied that the instructions of the Council of Adminigtration 
‘at Paris were positive on this subject. that the new tariff would come into operation 
to-morrow, and that it was out of his power to postpone the date, make any altern~ 
tous in the decisioos of the Council of Administration. He nlso informed mo that he had 
received some days since w communication from the Exyptian Goverament, to the effect 
that the Porte wished the Canal Company to postpone the date for the introduction of the 
now tariff, that be had feplied in n vimilar manner as to mysolf, and had referred the matter 
to the Council of Administration at Paris 

Uniler these eircumstances, in order to. protect the interests of British, ship-owners, 
and at the same time to prevent serious disputes of collisions arising with the Canal 
Company's officers, T have instructed Her Majesty's Consul at Suez, aod the British Viee- 
Conwul at Port Said, in the event of their consulted on the subject, to recommend 
the agents or masters of British vessels to pay the increased charges wader protest. 

Thave, & 
(Signed) EDWD. STANTON, 


No. 32, 
Mr. Farrer to Viscount Bujirld—(Reeeicest July 10,) 


Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, July 9, 1872. 

M directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
thi TACRoNants Yogetier sith ‘copy of deapatoh faer Str Heory Elliot, respecting the 
Suez Canal dues ss 
From these papers it appears that the Suex Cnnal Company iasist upon levying the 
inoreased tate of dues to which so much objection has been made, and that all postpone- 
ment is refused. 
Be Eade teresa ti Sadan SN Corr 
‘once to tnke steps to place themselves in a position for forming an opivion on the 
object. eo ; 

With the information at prescnt laid before the Board of ‘Trade, it appears very 
dificult to determine what is the exact maximum which, according t0 the Concession, the 
Company are entitled to charge. ‘The phrase “ capacité des navies" may. 0 far m 
words go, mean either“ capacity for carrying weight,” “copacity in balk o size,” or 
“eapacity for carrying freight," “earning cargo,” tira * copacity in sine after deducting for 
eogine-room and crew space.” And the word “tonneau,” there being no Egyptian or 
‘Turkish ton, may mean either the English or the French, or any other national toa; or 
‘ono of theve tons in the ease of the ships of one nation, and another in the ease of ships of 
another nation; and, if it means the English ton, ray mean either the gross ton of the 


net of registered ton, 


Sir, 


7 


‘The Board of ‘Trade have not before them cither the Concession itself, or any state- 
ment of the circumstances under which it was made, throwing light on the intention of its 
framers; or any statement or arguinent of the Company showing what is the exact cone 
struction they pat on the Concession, or by what arguments they defend that 
construction. 

Under these circumstances the Boar! of Trade are unable to say what is the meaning 
of the Concession, or even whether it is or is not possible with any certainty to determine 
its meaning. {Capon exemination it should be found not to be clear what was the meaning 
of the Concession, it will be necessary to consider further important questions, viz -~ 
‘What was the probable intention of the Egyptian Government and. the Concessionsires? 
What is the best and fhirest standard of measuroment ? and what is fair and right, come 
sidering all the circumstances, that the Company should be entitled to exact ? 

‘The last two questions are, us Lord Granville will perocive, entirely distinct, On the 
former the Board of Trade entertain a strong opinion that in the case of the Sucz Can 
as in the case of the Mouths of the Danube, the fhireat standard as between ships of 
tuations is the English gross registered tonnage. 

(On the other question, viz.:—Whatis the maxinium rate which the Company ought 
{2 be-allowed ns a matter of justice to exact, itis impossible to form an opinion without 
Knowing the exact financial position of the Company, their revenue from all’ sourvce, thelt 
ebts, and the interest upon them, theit current expenditure, the expenses necessity OF 
desirable for permanent improvements, and their prospects, 

Ic seems clear under these circumstances that Her Majesty's Govornmont ean’ at the 
Present moment take ao decisive step, ether by objecting to the illegality or Injustice of 
the does now levied, or by adiitting th legality and justice of those dues. It is, howover, 
obsiounly of great importance that Her Majesty's Governinent should resceve thoir entire 
frvedom of action, and that they sbould in the meantime take steps to obtain 
information on the | i Nbr thi 

Katives in Turkey or in Rgypt, or by sending rome com 
tent porson to report specially on the whole case, is for Lest Grualiy to dscns 
have, &e, 
(Signed) T.-H. FARRER, 


P.S—With reference to Sir H, Kiliot's telegram referred to in Lord Enfiek's note of 
the Sth iustant, received this morning, iti# scarcely necessary to say that it ix important o¢ 
the prevent moment that no admission whataver should be made as to the legality oF 
propriety of the dacs, 
THOR, 
ee 
No. 83, 
Sir H. Eliot to Ear! Granville— (Received July 19.) 
(So, 24, Commercial) 
My Lord, 3 Therapia, July 3, 1872, 
T INFORMED Server Pasha and the Viceroy of Egypt that Hor Majesty’ Gover 
the duce ie eng into the general question involved In the now proposal for levying 
the ducs in the Suez Canal, are of opinion that it wns deairable that the new tari ahead 
not. be isamediately put iu force 
comets Khedive said, “that he not only agreed in this view, but thet he considered the 
Geamrany to have gone beyond ite powors in making the focrease of the dues upon aes 
ahihority, and that he believed. moreover, that the interests of the Casal would ader ty the 
Ha Ee bein mace 40 heavy as to discourage the development of ths tral of the eee 


iad done what he could to provent the now tariff being at once enforced, aud had 


frrtten in that sense to M, Leasepe, whose auswer showed litle disposition to Tisten 


tat mado the matter more serious was a recently raised pretonsion of the French 


Government, that all questioas in which the Sues Company is interested are to be 
heard before the French Consular Court, and although the demand wus altogether 
wnregnabl nadmiseibo, it would add to the dificulties of the ense 
sinpleression of te canna 0a that the question at sve can be decided bya 
Te euuuvet in which the words of the Firman of Conceasion were understood by all 
purtics is conclusively proved by the mote in which they were applied upon the opening 
r 


221) 
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of the Canal, and even if those words are shown to be susceptible of a different i 
breation, the decision cannot be left to the one-sided dietam of the Compaage 
\s for the supposition that questions in which the Canal Company is concerned are 
ts be judged by the French Consul, he declared that the notion wag not te be entertained 
for a moment. 

‘The Company being constituted as an Ezyptian bod 
called in qestion, as such i toust be treated and he did nt believe the French Governe 
ment would endeavour seriously to sustain the pretension which he was told. hy pu 
forward ut of which be bad Bioself uo knowledge. = eer 

‘um told, by my Italian colleague, that the Viceroy said to him that, if ordered by 
the Porte, he would see that ships were not stopped at the Canal om aecoust st oho 
‘eaptains refusing to pay the new tariff; but that he could not venture to take auch a sten 
unless under distinet insteuctions from the Imperial Goverument. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
a as ee 


No. 34, 


rms too explicit ta be 


Sir H, Bliiot to Earl Granville —(Receiced July 12.) 
(No, 26, Commercial) 
iy Lord, Therapia, July % 1872, 

IN a conversation which 1 bad this afternoon with Sir Philip: Feencie {key Yim 
what he supposed would be the course followed by the captains of British sbiyw with 
regard to the new tariff announced for the passage of the Suez Canal, 

He said, ho presumed that most of them would pay under protest, but that some 
inight refuse to do so, and be detained at the risk of the Company} but, in cither ease, as 
there were likely to be legal proceedings, he thought i most desirable that Hor Majesty's 
Consuls should be put on their guard not to take any stop which might tend to imply the 
eeognition of a jurisdiction to which the Canal Company was not properly Hable, 

If a protest sh French Consul, instead of before tho 


Egyptian Authorities, it might be productive of much subsequent inconvenience. 


V consequently telegraphed to Colonel Stanton, stating that it was desirable that Her 


Majesty's Consular Agents should be careful to avoid anything that wight be taken xen 
recognition of the jurisdiction of the French Consulate in n blteed etbearcba? the Canal 
Company. ; 
L have, &, 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 
—eeeSeSFSFSe 
No. 35. 


Sir H. Elliot to Kart Granville (Received July 12.) 
(No.27, Commercial) 
My Lord, Therapia, July 4, 1872. 

IN my yesterday's despatch No, 24 I alluded to the Inte claim ‘of the. French 
Government for the jurisdiction of theie Consulate in Beypt questions touching the 
Svex Canal Company, notwithatanding the fact of its having been explicitly constituted as 
an Egyptian and not « Freuch Company. 

Tm now able to forward to your Lordship the correspondence which took place 
between the Heyptin Goverament and M. de Lesseps on the occasion of u dite 
between the Canal Company and another Reyptian Company, in which Her Majesty 
Government will iad this pretension put forward, the ituportauce of it being appareut at a 
tnoment whea disputes are likely to ocour in’ reference to the new Tariff of Duties 
announced to come into operation on the Ist instant. 

The answer of Nubar Pasha to M, de Lesseps deals very fully with the letter of 
M. de Réausat, and it is scarcely necessary to add anything to i, 

Tinguired of Nubar Pasha whether i wos true that the eceasion which gave rite to 
the correspondence was the first upon which the Canal Company bad been cited before an 
Egyptian tribunal, and whether the French Consulate bad hitherto dealt with matter 
affecting it, 

He said he could not tell me whether it was the first or not, but even if other parties 
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had previously sued the Company before the French Consular Court, it had been done 
without the knowledge or cognizance of the Egyptian Government, whose rights could not 
be forftited by the Consulate having, unknown to them, assumed a jurisdiction beyond its 
competence. : ‘ ‘ 
With regard to their being any “usage” to sanction such a proceeding, he must 
distinetly deny its existence z 
(Although it does not ocour in M. do Rémusat’s letter, may be permitted to draw 
attention to the interpretation put by M. Lesseps on the expression of ** Local Courts” in 
the Firman of Concession, which is held to mean the Consular Courts in Egypt 
tse here, and it is invariably, and, as far as 1 know, 
ly, applied to the National Tribanals in contradistinction to the Consular Courts ; 
and the meaning attempted to be attached to it by M. de Lesseps is certainly contrary to 
the ordinary meaning of the words as understood at Constantinople, from whence the 
Firman wax issued, 
Thave, te. 
(Sigaed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 35, 
M. de Leaueps to Sherif Pasha, 


Excellence, Inwvili, le 12 Mak, 1872 

SON Excellence Je Goaverneur d’Alexnndrie, & occasion d'une rielamation conten 
ticaso solovde par In Compagnie des Paguebdts-p ce qui suit le S 9 
AYAgent Supérieur de th Compagnie du Canal de See d Alexandre 2 

* Je no puis admettre en aucun point de vue que 1a Compagnie Usiverselle da Canal 
de Soce siégeant en Kgypte se soustraira & ta juridietion locale de laquelle elle reléve, 
Ausal jo vioos do tranxmettre la demande de la Compagnie Khidivk! na Tribunal Mixto de 
Commerce pour que Ia signification en soit faite onx termes de Is Convention du 

Févrir, 1966, préparde par Ambassadeur do France & Constantioople de concert aver 
Jos Ministros Ottoman, et congu en ces termes 

“*La Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez dant Exyptionne, ello est 
régie par les lois et usages du pays; toutefois en co qui concetne «x constitution comme 
société et les rupports des associGs entr’eax, allo est par une Convention péciale (celle dex 
Statuts) réglée par lea lois qui, en France, régissent lex socidtés anonytes, 11 ext eonvenu 
que toutes les contestations de co chef seront jugées en France pur dos arbitres, avoo appel 
comme surarbitre & la Cour d’Appal de Paris. 

“* Les ditférends en Egypte, entre Ia Compagnie et Tes particuliers, a quelque 
noationalité qu’ils appartiennent, seront jugés par Kes tribunaux locaux suivant les formes 
consacrées par les lois et usages du pays et les Trnités. *"" % 

Avant ton réveut départ de France pour I'Egypte cera devoir, par prévislon, 
soumettre la question qui se prixente aujourd'hui & M. lo Ministre dex Adluires Etrangéres, 
lequel semblait nppelé A interpréter Tapplication de la Convention du 22 Févrior, 1860, 
pecparde daprés lea propres instructions de won Département en ce qui conceenait In modi- 
fication des Articles 73 et 74 des Statuts fixant In juridiction A suivre pour ou contre la 
‘Compagnie du Canal de Svez, 

Jai Vhonseur de transmettre A votre Excellence les copies de ma déptche 4M. le 
Comte de Rémusst et de Ia réponse du Ministre, ‘ 

La solution de Ia question actuelle dépend dono des négociations quo lo Gouvernement 
Egypticnne poursult pour Tétablissemeut de Torganisation judiviaire ‘accord. avec les 
Gouvernements Kirangers qui wont pas reconnu en, Egypte Vapplication de la loi 
Ottomane invoquée par le Gouverneur d'Alexandrie; cest-i-dire, qui wont pax dessisi 
Jes tribunaux Consulaires des causes entre indigines et étrangers, 4 

Le Gouvernement Egypticn sait que loin de chercher i éluder le prineipe que nous 
avons posé dane le deuxitme parngraphe de T'Article XVI de In Convention précitée- 
Tepporterai, comme jo Vai fait déjh, tous mes soins et (out mon concours pour passer le 
plus t6t possible & son application, que je regards comme essenticl pour assurer le progeés 
Agricole, commercial et industriel de Egypte. 

Mais il comprendra aussi qu'l n'uppartient pas plus au Gouverneur d’Alexandrie 
la Compagnie de prendre une initiative qui ne pourrait tre régulidrement reconnue et 
SEE dans Tat actu inerttude et de confusion oi se trouve Ia jorigpraience en 

En ce qui me concerne, jai fait tous mes efforts pour démontrer la mécessité de la 





reforme judiciaire dans les conférences qui ont eu lieu A Paris au sein de la Commission 
‘dont jai eu Uhonneur de faire partie sous Ja présidence de M. le Comte Datu, et ‘qui ont 
1e Poge Haultat de déterminer, accord avec les conclusions du Piénipotentiine By ption, 
le mode de juridiction & Gablir en Exypte entre étrangers et indigenes. 

Je pre votre Excellence de fire connaitre & Son Altesse le Khédive que je vais 
Frofiter de cette circonstance pour recommander au Gouvernement Francais, date Ifaterte 
tte ls Compaguie du Cunal de Suez, d'appuyer A Constantinople la demande Wavtorieenes 
de Ia Porte, solticitée depuis sept mois par Riaz Pacha, & V'etikt ippliquer en Egypte les 
Fuchs Juridiction adoptés par la Commission internationale’ et approuvés par les 
Aliverses Puissances, 

Je pric, &e. 


(Signé) FERD. DE LESSEPS. 
ee 
Inclosure 2 in No. 35, 


AM. de Leaseps to M. de Rémuset. 


M. le Comte, Paria, le 3\ Janvier, 1872. 

LES Articles 73 ot 74 dex Statute do In Compagnie du Canal de Sues surecta A 
ate de Concewsion du Gouvernement Egyptien eu date du & Janvier, 1856 (leuel sete 
Porte, Atticle 21, approbation expresse dex dite Statuts) wexpriment alvaienn 

{La Bocidté sunt constituée avee npprobation du Gouvernement Egyptien, sous la 
forme anonyme par analogie ux sociétés anonyinen autoriades par le Gourermences 
Frangais, elle ext réxie par lex principes do cos deruitres socictés, 

* Quoigu'aynnt son aidge social  Alexandrie la socité faite élection de domicile legal 
attributif d Paris, of doivent lui étre faites toutes siguiscations. 

<* Article 74. Toutes les contestations qui peavent sélever entre lea associé sur Texé= 
ution des présente statuts et & raison des alfairon sociales sont Jugées par des arbincs 
ome par les partes, sans quill puisse Qtre nommé plus dun arbitre pour toutes lee 
Parties représentant un tméme intérde, 

l* apbels de cos sentences sont porté devant la Cour d‘Appel de Paris’* 

{es négociations pour obtenie Ja rutication du Sultan aux Actes de Concession du 
Kanal de Suce daréront dix ans. Eotin, en vertu des instructions du Ministre doe Adlai, 
Etrangéves, M. de Moustier, Ambuuadeur de France h Constantinoplo, obtint eerie nae 
SiR RR avoir débuttu pendant plusieurs mois les termes dune Convention sedi. par 
M.l'Ambassadour lul-méue:d'agoord avec los Ministren de la Porte Ottomane: 

fa nouvelle Convention, envoyée a la signature du Khédive d'Egypte et du Président 
de la Compagnie de Suez, porte la date dy 24 Février, 1866, et le Fiuan du Sultan cote 
du 19 Mars, 1866, 
export de ln situation de "Empire, présenté au Séaat et au Corps Légisatif au 
‘mois de Janvior 1866, contenait le passage suivant -— 

“Les néyoclations relatives fentreprie larmnée pour le percement de I'Tathime de Suce 
ut 6t6 pourmuivies dans un exprit mutuel de conciliation ot tlles parslssent touche a tore 
ferme: «= s+ +2 ¢ Hie sagismit done plus que do rédiget le nouveau content, ar dey 
fee eign par Ie Vice-Hoi et ln Compagnie, et auquel le Sultan w promi de dotnet ot 
nanetion,” 

LAmbassadeur de (Empereur 4 Constantinople, apres avoir eu. connaissance des 
observations des deux partioy, a préparé, conformément see instructions et de eoncce 
vee les Mitistors Ottomans, un projet de natare & aatiatnire tous les intérdes. 

‘Article XVI de Ja Convention da 22 Févriee, 1866, est congu dans ces termes ;— 
{9 Compagnie Universello du Canal Maritime de Sue étant Exypticnne, elle ext 
Tél par les lols et usagor du pays: toutefls en ce qui concerne aa. comtitution ner 
S7Cik ot Jes rapports des axsociés eate'eus, elle ext par une Convention spéciale Coal ies 
Sututs rélée par es lois qu eo France régiseut en sociids anonymes. I est conven 
ue toutes les coateatations de Ge chof seroat jugées en France pat des aebitres avec wna 
Solna gerrbites We Com Tmmpétiale do Pars. = 

“Les iifrends eo Egypte eotre ls Compagnie et les particulers,& quelque nationalité 
‘ulls apparticanent, seront Jog par les tribuoaux Jocaox suivant les Yormes cones 
par Hes lois et usazca du pays et les Tuite, 

Loruque MI. Outray, Agent et Consul-Géaéral de France ea Egypte, fat chargé de me 
Ceanee commnurication du Projet de Convention fare adopter par le Viee-Roi ct par Ie 
Compagnie je fit rermnequer que le dernier paragraphe de 'Article XVI ne me sections 
Pes & premiére vue rappeler sulfisamment Ia lettre et Yesprit de Article 73 cs 


a 
Sato reproduit'dans Je premier, parsgrapbe, et que ee A priver le 
jonnai i is jusdiciaires qui leur avuient été offertes par los Statuts wy 
tmoneat ae Forgariation Gc in Compegnie et erat Teulimorent ane juiton 
idee Hgypticnne consentie par des Tratés Unternationsax; 
MET Oniiy anaes toe vanes que TAmbarendcur de France Vvalt ainsi 
entendy, C’était done comme expression de sa pensée i ce sujet qu'il avait aouté dow 
tain dan fs inate du projet de Convention qui fot mis alors vous mes yout, Lea mots 
qui viennent d'étre soulignés et que je repdte: “ Suivant les formes consacrées p 
usages du pays et les Traités.” i = Sle 
st ee Ausl dens TAssonblée Générale des, sctionnaives ui cit lc le 1" Aott, 1866, pout 
faire appronver In Convention du 22 Pévrier de ln mv année, apts avoir lu FAnile XVI, 
Fieterornpia te lectare et Jajoutal vertaloment oe qui suit: siosi que le cont 
Troedy-rebal repro cette dpoque pa fa presse fant en France qa’on Egypte: 
* Peruettesan, de suet, de vous donner one explication, al reg dex lettres do 
usiourssctionnaies qui avaeat cru que nos nationnux serientwoustrats da I orto 
Frangaine. ‘Cet une erreur compltte, Ci mots Ie trbunaux locon” veulent dire que 
lea diféends entre In Compagnie et lex particallers seront soumis A In jortietion 
Conaslsire do France. Les Frangals ne wetont dove pas soustmits 2 tour juidetion 
Aaturelle, Beaucoup de personnes ayant craint quil en fut autroment, Je cri 
Yous donner cette explication.” 5 
: Depo bone des tras du Canal Jusqut ce jour, toutes fx ramen 
J.comprie des ageats da Gouvernement Bgyptien aul ont era devor intenter en Bsypte 
dex actions judicinires contre Ia Compagnie, so sont adrésses aux ‘Trbunwux. sn is 
Consul-Genéral de Francs, lorsque nous <tions défendeurs, et nous n'avons cossé de not 
dresser oux différentes juridictions locales des Tribuowux Consulaires étmngers ou 
Faypticns, lorsque les défendeurs étaient étenugers ou Exyptiens, 
~~ Avjourd’bui Ie Tribunal du Gouverneur d'Alexandrie ayant ad 
Indigine contre ts Compagac, § f 
ie pour Ta presuiére fois ‘ : Ts: 
Peer conteclions da Mlakthrepartags Topinion que fal expen’ Saprda ter exp 
Hons qu moot éé données en 1866, dof part de 'Ambaudear de In France & Constan- 
ape, votre Kxelience voutra bie, wane doute, envoxer dee instructions dso eens 


feet reconeneant da ete oonati fe oer Soon eraoen, i 
F. DE LESSEPS. 


Inclosure $ in No, 35, 
M, de Réocusat to Mf, de Leoveps 


Thonoear de 

tation oe lx Compagnie x regue résement, pour ls pe 
con evant un Tribunal Egyptien, 2 

Tn presse des wage ui oo i civ jngul én deb Campayai  S 
Yat invnd notre Conal-Oeadal ve. pan lie iguorer ai Kliive, le om écéant, gui 
n'étalt pas admissible qu'an cnngement fat inal dus te modus wivendi qui 

meat des eonteatations judiciaires de la Compagnie de Suex. - 

erful tnmsoia deine & M: Brocerde Montara Ie copie des instructions que vous 
avex nilresés A votre Azeot 4 Alexundrio au sujet de Valluire Youu, et je Vai prié de me 


tenir au courant de Vieue de cet incident, haseae 


Gin)” REMUSAT. 


Juclosure 4 in No. 35, 


Nabar Pasha to M. de Lessepr, 
Mle Président, Cire, le VG Mai, 1872 
MON coliézue de I"Intéricur, Sherif Pucha, mia communiqué Ie lettre que yous ui 
avez écrite en date d'Ismailia, du 12 Mai, ainsi que ses deux annexes, A savoir, votre lettre 
du 31 Janvier  M. Je Comte de Rémnsat, ot la réponse gue vous en aver re 





{La question en tratée dans ces pidces ressortissant plas spécialement de mon Ministére, 
‘en ce quelle se rapporte & exécution des Traités et des usages, mon collégue de I'Tuteneae 
1 déiré que la réponse que son Département, aprés avoir pris les ordres de Son Altesse, eit 
‘40 vous faire parvenir directement, vous fit envoyée par mon intermédiaire, 

Je me sais, en couséquence, empressé de prendre les ordres de Son Altesse, qui m'a 
chargé de vous connaltre ses idées et sx maniére de voir sur la question soulevée, et que vous 
‘aves traitée dans vutre lettre avee une courtoisic, avec un esprit large, juste, e¢ concilant, 
dont son Altesse désire tout d'abord que je Yous rewerc 

Ga question qui fait objet de votre letire xe réduit A une question de competence 
catre les dix-sept Tribunaux qui ont, d'spris les usages, une juridiction plus out moins 
étendue en Ezypte, 

D'upris ces usages, Ia Société, au cas oi elle se devrait appeler te 
defendeur devant le Tribunal dont it reléve, Ceci ne fait aueua doute pour la Soncts, ex 
ce n'est point pour le cas note 

La questlo uellement & savoir quelle est celui des deox ‘Tribu 
Egyptien et Consalaire, qui doit connattre dex alaires dans lesyuelles a Socigté sep 
comme défenderesse, 

_ J question ainsi posée. me semble, M, le Président, se waoudre delle-méme. 
lo Egypticnne ou Francaise Estelle Egyptionse? Cette question a 
tune des conditions fondamentales de sa constitution, et dernidvement, M- le Président, 
devant quelques membres de VArsemblée Générale, est vous méme quiy 
vex Gtabli co principe, et avex pronvé qu'il ne pourrait mime pas 

La Société est done Ezypticnne elle suit couréquemment Ye snet que les Trultés ot 
les usages ont impost i tous lex Egyptions, 

exception meme qui se trouve dans le Firman do Concession, ct qui admet une juri 
diction apdciale en ce qui conceme wa constitution comme Société ct les relations dew 
associé entr’oux, coofirme co qui est expresdment éioncé hla auite du parngrapho 09 
cette exception ve trouve mentionnée, i savoir, que les différends en Egypte, catre la 
c nie et les particuliers & quelque nationalité qu'ls appartiennent, serait jugés par 
fos Tribunaux locaux suivant les formes consaorées pat les lois nt usages du payy et les 
‘Traités, 

‘Je n'ai pas besoin, M. te Président, de vous faire connattre les dispositions dex Traits. 
ile stiputent que quol que sot le demandear ou le dfendeur, la conipteice appartiennent 
ux Tribunaux locaux, Les usages, au contraire, usages dant vous conhaisser trox bien 
Vorigine, rendent le Tribunal du defendeur aout compétent. 

Dati lo cas nctuel, c'est une Compagnie Egypticane, la Khidivié, qui porte une action 
en Egypte contre une autte société Rgyptienne, Ia Société Universelle du\Canal de Sues.” 
En quoi done fe ‘Tribunpl Consulsire de Frioce serait-il competent pour juger cette 
action! 

La dépoche que M. de Rémusut nous n derite ne discute pas le principe de Ix 
compétence, elle x0 borne & dire que la Société ayant été jusqu’h ee jour jogée comme 
défonderese par le Tribunal Consulaire de France, M. Breuler de Montinorand ne doit pax 
Inisser ignorer au Kbidive qu'il n'étalt pas aduiesible qu'un changement {Gt introdult dane 
Je modur vieendi qui préside au roglement des contestations j Compa 

Aiosi Te contentioux da Ministére ne conteste pas et ne saurait en effet contester 
cette dépiche ni Ia nationalité de la Société, ni Ia portée doouée pur le Gouvernement 
Fgypticn aux usages ot aux ‘Trnités; mais elle admet pour une Société Reypticnne un 
modus vivendi & part. 

Or, e9 que le contentieux admet i I'Ggurd dune Société, rien ne Vempicherait de 
Tadmettre pour tet ou tel atitre sujet Fayptien qui auruit pu se laiszor Juger par le Tribonal 
Consulaire de France. Les autres Consulate non seulement so croiraient en droit, tas en 
devoir de pratiquer le principe mix en vigueur pur le Consulit do France, et’ue cette 
manitro lee sujets Bayptions seraient déclarés, mésme quand ils seraient défendeurs, juste. 
ables des Tribunwux trangers, et seralent ainsi privés da dernier vestige de leur nationalite 
contrairement aux 'Traités pour ceuxli méwes que leur devoir constitue gurdiens des 
Traits 

Je comprenis bien que dans V'attente des modifications radicales que nous désirons tous 
Voir introdutre dans I'aiZministeation We Ja justice, lo Ministre dea Affaires Etrangtres parle 
de tester dans le modus vivendi actucl. Mais ce qu'on entend par un modus viveadl eet la 
situation réiproque de deux parties entre leequelles il susit de le comerver: crest Petet 
des mppotte que leur conscutement tacite ou les circonstances ont établi entr’eles, sais 
enti’elles seules ; cest A elles seules,en conséquence, que Von pout opposer le consentement 
donné ou les cérconatances qu'elles ont subies, 

La juridietion du Consulat de France peut étre le modus wirendi de la Compagnie, et 


23 


des demandeurs qui Vont assignée devant Je Tribunal de Commerce de France. Mais il 
n'est pas admissible qu’on T'oppose & toute autre personne qui y est restée jusque Ii 
trangére, et contre laquelle on ne peut pas faire argument d’un consentement déaué, 

Et lorsque la Compagnie Khidivie, sujette locale, demande au Gouvernement et au 
tribunal Exypticn de ee conformer aux régles de compétence reoonnues par tout le monde, 
et consaerées par les traités et usages, il est du devoir du Gouvernement do loi donner 
satisfaction, et il ne peat lui imposer d'aller porter son action devaut un. tribunal étranger 
radicalement incompétent, et cela par le motif que les demandeurs 
consenti A suivre cette voie et que le tribunal ne se serait pas déclaré incompétent doffice. 

Adwettre actuellement, aut point de vue de ses coutestations judiciaires, In manidre 
dd voir de la Société, ce serait introduire un nouvel usage, et que le Gouvernement, vous 
4e comprendrez vous-méme, M. le Président, vous qui connaissex notre situation, ne peut 
faire. | Vouloir forver une Compagnie Ezypticnae & attaquer une autre Socidté 
devant un Consulat Granger, ce serait demander au Gouvernement de faire une chose 
qu'il n'est pas on son pouvoir de faire. 

Son Altesso vous pric, M. le Président, de luissor ovtte question et toutes les interpré- 
tations que yous voulez donner & un texte clair ot pricis, et de vous conformer aux 
dispositions de ce texte. 

Hours, M. lo Président, V'état inégulicr dans lequol nous vivons tous, va biontdt 
disparsitre; Ia reforme que vous avez appayée auprés de votre Gouvernement et qui a 
fini par réunir Vawentiment de toutes les Puissances, sera bientdt réilinée, ot cot état de 
tension continuelle ot péaible dans laquelle vivent les populations indigénes et étrangores, 

Gouvernement et los Consulats, disparuiten bieatOt pour faire place A un état régulier 
‘auquel la Société du Canal de Suez aspire comme tout te monde. 
(Signé) N. NUBAR, 


—————— 


No. 36, 
Consul Mark to Bart Granville —(Received July 1%) 


(No. 2. Commercial) 
My Lord, Marseilles, July 12, 1872. 

WITH reference to the Foreign Office despatch marked Commercial, No. 3, of the 
‘th instant, I have the honour to inform your Lordship. that no aetion whatovee bas been 
brought by the Mosaguries Maritimes against the Suez Canal Company before the 
‘Tribunal of Commerce at Marseilles in connexion with the recent increase of shipping 
dues made by the latter Company. 

‘Tho Directors of the Messagerios Maritimes reside at Paris, andsthey have, T bolieve, 
brought the matter in question bofore the Tribunal of Commerce mt that capital; but as 
Yet that proceeding has elicited no result, ‘The desired solution of the question \¢ rather 
of @ diplomatic than a cominercial character, and ax tho Tribunals of Commerce in France 
Se compored to a large extent of shareholders in both the Mesagerios Maritimes and 
Auice Canal enterprises, they can scarcely be expected to give uny unbiased opinions upon 

subject, 

‘The exact point which has recently been raised is the mode of charging the toll of 
10 francs per ton upon ships passing through the Canal. Your Lordship is aware that ull 
‘{leambouts carry Certificates of Registry, stating both the rons tonnage of the vessel and 
the nett tonnage after deducting the apace occupied by the engine, the latter, more oF less, 
‘averaging one-third of the gross tonnage of the shi 

ithe Sues Canal Company hax, accordingly, hitherto charged the toll according to the 
TpBistee tonnage of the French and foreign steamships passing through the Canal. But 

Company has resently determined to charge for every: vessel necording Uo the gross 
tonnage. | This at once becomes n vulgar question of pounds, shillings and ponce, which 
will affect the Messageries Maritimes slone to the extent, probably, of 20,0001. or £3,000. 
CAE About onc ‘steamboat a week belonging to the Company passes through the 
Ganal. These are large, fast steamships, built with ample eagino space. A. steamship, 
therefore, of 1,000 tons register, which would hitherto have pad a toll of 10,000 fants 
Goo Will now be claseed asa 1,500 ton ship, and will ‘be charged henceforth 15,000 francs 


ious Question affects the steamships of all nations alike, whothet mail-teamers oF 
SRaMAEY commercial vessels. ‘The British-India mail-steamers and the Freuch Messageries 
Maritimes are the principal sufferers, theie vessels being built for speed and for the 
conveyance of malt and ‘and having, ently, small carrying space for 
chandise. eas eae 
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Two questions seem, therefore, to exist together under the circumstances :— 

Ast, To ascertain how far the Porte and the Pacha’s Government will tolerate an 
infringement of what has hitherto been considered an international understanding, that no 
increase or modification of the Company's tariff should take place without previous 
authorization of the said Govern and 

2ndly. How far the ordinary commercial instinets of the Directors of the Suez 
Canal Company may be at fault in making this arbitrary arrangement st the present 
mon 

The interests of the owners of British steamships are likely to be most seriously 
afoted by this enhanced scale of charges, a vast amount of steam shipping having 
recently been constructed expressly for the Indo-China trade, under the belief that matters 
would remain as originally started, if they were not modified ina manner favourable to 
commerce and navigation in general, 

‘Tho resident Director of the service of the Mesageries Maritimes ot Marseilles has 
communicated his views on this subject to the Chamber of Commerce, as not only are the 
peculiar interests of the sald Company affected by the new tariff of charges, but the trade 
‘and navigation of this port are also believed to be prejudiced by the measure in question, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWD. W. MARK. 


EEE 


No. 37. 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville-— (Received July 16.) 


Commercial.) 
Therapia, July 7, 187% 
ler carefully examining the question of the new mode of levying the 
Sucx Canal dues, informed me, confidentially, this morning, that they were disposed to 
consider that under the Firman of Concession the Canal Company would be entitled to 
charge the dues upon the actual gross tonnage of the ships inscribed in the books, making 
the sume allowance for engines and coals as had been fixed by the Danube Commission, 
amounting, 1 was told, to 24 per cent. off the gross tonnage of screw-steamers, and to 
7 per cent. for paddle-whevl steamers. 
It was intimated to me, at the same time, that the decision of the Porte would be 
h influenced by any opinion I might express on the subject, 
suid, that in the absence of instructions from your Lordship, 1 did not feel autho- 
rized to pronounce any opinion on the general principle, which 1 had always endeavoured 
to keep distinet fromthe question of the right of the Company, on its own authority, to 
pat a neW interpretation on a doubtful phrase of the rman, without reference to the views 
of the Sultan's Government, by which it was issued. 
ion will, I beliove, bo come to by the Porte for a few days; but ax the 
nppents to have strong arguments for maintaining that itis entitled to levy certain 
‘pon the extrying tonnage of ships passing through the Cana, and that af present 
there in a large amount upon which nothing ix paid, Tshould not feel justised in offering nny 
opposition to the proposal of the Porte to sanction the dues being levied on the gross 
tonnage, with the suze deduction for engines and coals ns is tuade in the Danube, uniess 1 
receive instructions to that effect from your Lonlship. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 38, 


Earl Granville o Sir Hy Bltiot. 


No. 48. Commercial) 
& Foreign Office, July 16, 1872. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excellency, for your information, the accompanying copy 
of a despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Putis,* with its inclosures, respecting the 
new mode of levying tolls by tounage on the Suex Canal 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 39. 
unt Enfield to the Law Officers of the Crown and Dr, Deane. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Offce, July 16, 1872. 

1AM directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you the papers marked in the 

Guarsio,* rolative to an alteration in the rate of tonnage dues ebarged by the Suez Canal 
‘ompany. 

‘The questions which arise in the present case appear to be two-fold —first, the 
meaning of the words in the Concession “* Tonneau de capacité des navires,” and the 
proper solution of the difference which has arisen on the subject; and secondly, the 
jurisdiction to which disputes in connexion with the Company are to be submitted. "And 

am to request thut you will take the matter into consideration, and favour his Lordship 
‘with your opinion thereupon, 

‘Tho inclosed extract from the “London Gazette" contains, at pages 14 to 20, the 
Provisions of the Danube Public Act, relative to the Danube Tarif! of navigation dues, 
feferred to in some of the papers now referred to you, 

Tam, &0. 
(Signed) ENFIELD. 


— a 
No. 40. 


Viscount Enfield to Colonel Stanton, 


Foreign Office, July \7, 1873, 
1 AM directed by Earl Granville to convey to you his Lordship's approval of the 
directions you gave with regard to the payment of Suez Canal dues, us reported in. your 
+ Commercial, of the 30th ultimo, 
Tam, &. 
gned) ENFIELD. 


No. 41. 


Earl Granville to Sir A. Paget, 
34. Commercial.) 


Foreign Office, July 18, 1872. 
THE Italian Minister at this Court informed me to-day that toe Italian Government 
‘has supported the proposal to suspend the ougmeutation of the tariff of the Suez Cannt 
dues, and has advised the captains of Halian vessels to pay tho augmented dues under 
protest. 
tery Me Chevalier Cadoroa said also that the German Government has taken similar 
steps, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


a ee ee 


No, 42, 
Earl Granville to Lord Lyons 


(No. 205. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 28, 1872, 

{TRANSMIT to you herewith a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at 
Marvels, teatve to the recent increase’ of the Suce Canal dues and have to request 

you will make inquiry respecting the action represented to have taken plice on the 
subject before the Tribunal of Cominetco st Pant : 

‘A copy of my instructions to Mr. Mark is also inclosed. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ~~ GRANVILLE, 


Now 18 22, 22, 24, 26, 38, 35, 94, 85, and a7. 1 Na 38 
aij 





No. 43. 
Mr. Plummer, Jun., to Earl Gronville—{Received July 24.) 


Newcastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce, 
My Lord, Nevwcastle-upon-Tyne, July 20, 1872. 

1 AM requested to acknowledge vour Lordship’s letter of the 13th ultimo, and to 
thank you for the attention your Lordship has given to the communication from this 
Chamtier relative to the increase of the Suez Canal dues. 

Tam directed to draw your Lordship's attention to the inclosed official letter, signed 
by the President and resident of the Canal Company, and which appeared’ in the 
“Times of the Sth instant. 

‘This Chamber is still of opinion that the term capacity cannot apply to, weight, 
but has reference to space, and that by the terms of their Concession, the Canal Company 
re precluded from charging more than the maximum due of 10 franes per ton on the net 
Teginter tonnage of steamers, such net register tonnage representing the “ tonnage of 
Capacity" of of “space available for eargo. 

As a difference has arisen respecting the construction to be put on the wording of the 
Concession, this Chamber would urge Hor Majexty’s Government, in tho interests of the 
{trudo of the country, to use their jast influence with the Concessionors that the dispute 
‘may be submitted to some properly coustitated authority to determine, and that it shall 
not bo deoided in an arbitrary manner by the Canal 

As the subject is one of great importance, th 
information that your Lordship may bo able to 


1 
(Signed) 


‘The Law Officers of the Crown ond Dr, Deane to Earl Granwille-—(Reecived July 24) 


My Lord Temple, July 23, 1873. 

WE nre honoored with your Lordship's commands, siguiGed ia Lord Buttes lett 
the 16th instant, atating that le was directed by your Lordship to transmit to us tho pa 
(sco margin of said letter) relative to an alteration in the rate of tonnage dues charged by 
the Suez Canal Company. 

‘That the questions which arose on the present cave appeared to be twofold, first, the 
meaning of the words in the Concession, “tonneau de eapacité des navir’s,” and the proper 
solution of the difference which had arisen on the subject ; and secondly, the jariadictlon 
to which disputes in connection with the Company were to bo submitted. 

‘nd that he (Lord Balield) wee to request that we would take the matter into 
consideration, and favour your Lordship with our opinion thereupon. 

‘That the inelosed extract frou the * Loudon Gazotta" contained the pro 
Daoube Public Avt relative to the Danube Tariff of Navigation dues referred 
of the papors referred to ux, 

In obedience to your Lordship’s commands we have the honour to report. 

‘That in the absence of nny information to be derived from the nogotiations preceding 
the Act of Concession which may interpret tho words “tonneau de capacité * 
occurring XVIIL, subsection 3, of the Act of Concession of the wuary, 
1896, struction which the Suez Canal Company have, as appears from the 
Papers forwarded to us, put upon them, is a fair one, namely, the gros tonnage of the 
vessel after deduction has been made of space for the engine and coal bunkers. 

‘This is tho way in which the tonnage is calculated in the enactments of the European 

ube. 

Anil the papers forwarded to us apparently show tha: the Suez Canal Company has 
adopted the existing English mode of measurement. 

With respect to the second question, we are of opinion that the Suez Canal Company 
4, as admitted by M. de Leseps in his letter dated Ivmaila, 12th May, 1872, to Sheri 
Pasha, Inclosure 1 Sie H. Elliot's despatch, an Egyptign Company, and’ that dispates in 
eounection with the Company must, in Egypt, be submitted to that tribunal which bas 
jurisdiction over the defendant, 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. D. COLERIDGE. 
G, JESSEL, 
J. PARKER DEANE. 
ee 
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No. 45. 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Eliot. 

(No. 53. Commercial.) 
Sir Foreign Office, July 26, 1872. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, I transmit to your Excelleney, for your 
information, the accompanying copy of a despatch which T have addressed to Her Majesty's 
Minister at Rome on the subject of the augientation of the Sue Canal dus? 

am, &e, 
Signed) GRANVILLE. 


a 


No. 46. 
Mr. Leitch to Bort Graneille-—(Received July 30.) 


Sir, Town Clerk's Office, Tynemouth, July 29, 1872 
T AM directed by the Council of this Horough to transmit to’ you the inclosed 
Memorial, under their Corporate Seal, on the subject of the dues of the Suez Canal 
Company 
T have, e. 
(Signed) THOMAS C, LEITCH, 


Tnclosure in No. 46, 


Memorial. 


To the Right Honourable Earl Granville, K.G., Her M 
Foreign Affairs, 


'* Scorotary of Stato for 


‘The Memorial of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of ‘Tyne= 
‘mouth— 


Showeth, 

THAT the attention of your Memorialists has boon drawn to the recent alterntion in 
the tonnage dues imposed by the Suex Canal Company. 

‘That originally the dues wore charged on the nett tonnage of vossels passingt hrough 
the Canal, and upon the faith of that being an eatablishod regulation, many steamers have 

pecially constructed for the purpose of using tho Canal in tradiog to China, Japan, 
Java, Australia, and other parts 

‘That the alteration made in charging the di Jes upon the gross tonnage instead of the nett 
tonnage, us heretofore, is a great hardship upon shipowners genetally, and more espoolally 
fa those who have caused steamers to bo constructed on the expectation of the duos 
‘being regulated on the basis at fit. promulgated, and will make h difference of about 
20 per cent. on such tariff; and, in the opinion of your Memorinllets, will tend to deter 
them from using the Canal, and compel them to ndopt the long route; as the saving of 
distance by using the Canal, taking into consideration the frequent cases of detention to 
Vessels passing through by grounding, as well as the dangerous nature of the Red Soa 
havigation, will not compensate them for the very great increase in the dues. 

_ Your Memorialists therefore pray that your Lordship may be pleased to give the 
abject your careful consideration, and to inke such measures for inducing the Sues 
Canal Company to resume the former rate of tounage dues, as to your Lordship may seem 
meet, 

Bed Jo Mesoiaists will ever pray, Ke. eee a a , 
liven under the common corporate seal of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of 
the Borough of Tynemouth, the 26th day of July, 197: 
(Signed) CHAS. ADAMSON, Mayor. 


Ee eee 





8 
No. 47. 
‘Mr. Matheson, Jun., to Earl Granville —{Received July 31.) 


Chamber of Commerce and Manufactures, Glasgow, 
My Lord, July 26, 187 

THIS Chamber has had under consideration the proposed alteration in the mode of 
levying dues on vessels passing through the Suez Canal. 

Members who are deeply interested in the trade between this and the East, believe 
that the large and continuous increase of vessels using the Canal, shows that the proposed 
change is unnecessary, and it is feared that the increase on the dues will seriously check 
this branch of commerce. 

The communication addressed to your Lordship on this subject by the Neweastle and 
Gatestiend Chamber of Commerce was considered; and I am directed to say that this 
Chamber concurs inthe views stated therein. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) J. MATHESON, Jun., Prevident 


No. 48, 
Viscount Enfield to the Seeretary to the Neweastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 31, 1873, 

1AM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
20th instant, and the aceompanying Memorial, on the subject of the alteration in the 
Suez Canal dues; and 1 am to inform you, in reply, that this matter has been considered 
in communication with the Law Advisers of the Crown, and that Her Majesty's Govern- 
nyent, ak at present informed, are of opinion that the construction which the Canal 
Company put on the words “tonneau de capacité des navires” in the Act of Concession, 
namely, the gros tonnage of the vessel after deduction bas been made of space for the 
engines and coal-bonkers, is a thir constructi 

‘Thit modo of calculation hax heen adopted by the European Commission of the 
Danube. 

J ain, &e 
Signed) ENFIELD. 


No. 


Earl Granville to Chevalier Cadornact 


M. lo Ministre, Foreign Offer, July 31, 1872. 


WITH reference to the communications whieh you have been so good a8 to make 
respoeting questions which have recently arisen ia connection with the Suer Canal 
Company, 1 have now the honour to acquaint you that Her Majesty's Government, after 
full consideration of the subject, have, at present advised, come to the conclusion that the 
Company havo placed x right construction on the words * tonneau de capaclté des 
navires” in Article XVIM, Sub-seetion 3, of the Act of Concession of the Sth January, 
1836, namely, the gros tonnage of the vessel afer deduction has been made of spuce fer 
‘the engine wid conl-bankers 

‘This mode of calculotion has been adopted by the European Commission of the 
Danubo, 

With regard to questions of jurisdiction, Her Majesty's Government are of opinion 
shat the Suez Canal Company is ‘an Egyptian Company, nnd that, as such, disputes in 
oounection with the Company must, in Kaypt, be submitted to that tribunal which bas 
jurisdiction over the defendant. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


© Similar ters were aise vo the Corporstion of Tyoesoath and the Glasgoy Chember of Commere 
TA simalr Ieee was addreved to M. de Byloadse” 
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No. 50. 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot. 


No. 55. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 91, 1872. 

WITH reference to your Exccllency’s despatch, Commercial, No. 27 of the 4th 
instant and to previous correspondence, of the subject ofthe alteration ofthe Suez Canal 
dues, and jurisdiction in questions connected with the Canal Company, I have to inform 
you that Ihave had these matters under consideration in communication with the Law 
Adviser ofthe Crown, and 1 now proceed to furnish you with instructions in regard to 
them. 

With respect to tonnage, Hor Majesty's Goyernent consider that, in the absence of 
any information to be derived from the negotiations preceding the Act of Concession 
which may interpret the words “tonneau de eapacité des navires,” occurring in Article 18, 
subsection 3, of the Act of Concession of the Sth Jasuary, 1856, the construction which 
tho Suez Canal Company bas put upon them, namely, the gross tonnage of the vessel 
after deduction has been made of space for the engine and coal bunkers, is a fi 
construction, 

‘This manner of caleulation has been adopted by the European Commission of the 
Danube. The Suez Canal Company appears to have adopted the existing English mode of 
measurement 

With rospect to jurisdiction, M. de Lesseps admits in his letter to Cheriff Pasha of 
the 12th of May last (Inclorure 1 in your above-mentioned despatch) that the Suez 

nal Company” is on. Egyptian Company. As such, disputes in connection with the 
Company must in Bgypt be submitted to that tribunal’ which has jurisdiction over the 
dofendant, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


No. 51. 


Circular addressed to Her Majesty's Representatives in Maritime Countries and 
Colonel Stanton 

Commercial.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 31, 1873. 

I TRANSMIT herewith, for your information and guidance, a copy of an instruction 
which I have addressed to Her Majesty's Atabassador at Constantinople,* relative to 
vestions which have recently arisen in connection with the Suez Canal Company 

Tam, &o. 
(For Barl Granville), 
(Signed ENFIELD. 
ee ee ey 
No, 82. 


Sir H. BUiot to Bart Granville—(Received August 2.) 
(No. 93. Commercial 
a, Dirrapio, July 23, 1873 
NUBAR PASHA has come to mo inuch irritated by a telegram that the Viceroy had 
received from Ezypt, stating that the veuols which fad passed through the Oanal sine 
the establishment of the new scale of dues, had paid the inorcosed rte tinder protest. 
Upon the protests being forwarded through the Governor to the authoritien of the 
the latter refused to reccive them unless transmitted through the Fretich Consulate, 
tempting to give the Company an eatirdly French cbarveter 
Nubar Pasha pointed out that this is divvatly contrary t0 the express stipulations of 
the Firman, by whieh the Company was created as an Kayjtinn Company, und he likewise 
Suggested that the question is ono of the greatest importanee, uot so much on agcount of 
he decision that may be arrived nt with regard to. the scale of dues, ns from the eanse= 
duucnces that will follow if it i once admitted that the Company is withdrnwa from the 
YytHdictoa of the countey, sad allowed to be placed under the protection of any one 
221) — 
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He trusted, therefore, that your Lordship would use your influence to prevent the 
French Government from persisting in such a demand or expectation. 

T remarked to Nubar Pasha that at_ present we bad no knowledge that the French 
Government countenanced the line which had been followed by the Canal Authorities in 
Egypt on their own discretion, and at their own risk, for the letter from M. de Rémusat, 
which M, Lesseps had taken as promising him the ‘support of the Freach Goverament, 
did not appear to me necessarily to bear the extended construction that had been put 
upon it. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
————————— eee 
No. 63. 


Lord Lyons to Kort Granville (Received August 7 
(yes) y . Augut 3.) 
iy Lord, Paris, August 5, 1872. 

I HAVE the honour to transinit herowith to your Lonlship two ara oe the 
“ Bulletin decadairo" of the Suez Canal. It contains 9 report of the general meeting, of 
the Shareholders of the 31st ultimo, in which the proposal to refer to the tribunals 
question whether the new syatem of tonnage dues ought uot to be regulated by the general 
meeting, instead of the Councit of Administration, was rejectod by 1,410 votes to 609, 

T have marked the parts relating to the subject at page 10. 

T have, &e. 

(Signed) ” LYO} 


Tnclosure in No, 53, 


Betract from the “ Bulletin Decadaire” of August 2, 1 


No. 54. 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot 


(Telographic.) Foreign Office, August 8, 1872. 
) not act on my despatch No, 55, Commercial, of the 31st ultimo, 


No. 55. 
Telegram addlvessod to Her Majesty's Representatives in Maritime Countries, 


DO ot act on inclosure in my despatch, Circular, Commercial, of the 31st ultimo. 


No. 56, 
nunt Enfield to Mr, Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 6, 1872. 
WITH referonce to my letter of the Sd instant, Iam dpectel by Bead Grane to 
request that you will state to the Lords of Trmde that his Lordship will be glad to receive 
any further observations which the Board of ‘Trade may have to offer on the subject of 
the Suex Canal dues. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) 
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No. 57. 
Earl Granville to Count Mafei® 


Foreign Office, August 8, 1872. 

LORD GRANVILLE presents his compliments to Count Maffei and requests that he 

will be 50 good as to consider, pending a further communication, Lord Granville’s note to 

the Chevalier Cadorna of the 31st ultimo, on the subject of the Suez Canal dues, to be 
suspended. 


No, 58, 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville —(Received August 10,) 


(No. 449, Commercial.) 
My Lond, Paris, August 9, 1872. 
THAD, last night, the honour to receive your Lordship’s telegram dated 540 ¥.¥., 
Yesterday, and T shall, to consequence, be careful to make no allusion to tho contonts of 
Your Londship’s despatch to Sir Henry Elliot, No, 55 Commercial, of the 31st ultimo, 
Feapecting the Sues Cama 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) LYONS. 


No. 59, 
Mr, Plummer, Jun., to Karl Granville —(Received August 10.) 


Newcastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce, 
My Lord, Neweastle, August 9. 1872. 
LAM requested to acknowledge reecipt of a letter dated 31st ultimo, and weitten by 
four Lordships direction, relative to tho Suez Canal dues, whersin iti tated that Her 
ajexty's Government are of opinion that the Canal Company put a fair construction on 
the words ** tonneau de capneité des navires." in their Concession, namely, the grow register 
tonnage of the vessel after deduction has been made of space for engines and coal-bunkers. 
Tam directed to inform your Lordship that this Chamber bolioves the construction 
givon above to be the proper interpretation of the words roforred to, but T regret to have 
40 inform your Lonlahip tht the Canal Company do not adopt this construction fa 
Practice, but charge their maximum due of 10/fr. per ton on tho gross register tonnage, 
‘without allowing any deduction for space occupied by engines, coal-bankers, or cabins for 
Passengers, all of which are measured in the gross tonnage, us expressed on the British 
‘register. 
ow the honour to acknowledge, ns woll as the reply 
Lord Enfield to n questi he House of Commons on the 7th instant, wore unde 
tho consideration of this Chamber at their meeting yesterday, when the following Resolutic 


mnber cannot concur in the opinion expressed in the House of 
Commons on the 7th instant, as to the meaning and effect of this Concession to the 
Suez Canal Company, and ite right to levy the proposed increase of dues, and having 
Tegard to the torms of the letter from the Foreign Office dated July 31, 1872, and the 
importance of the question, a to Her Majesty's Scoretary of State for Foreign 

rs to permit a deputation from thix Chamber to wait upon his Lordship at an early 
day, and that, if possible, the deputation should have the opportunity of meeting the Law 
Officers of the Crown.” 

In accordance with the above Resolution, I have respectfully to request that your 
Lordship will be pleased to afford a deputation ‘from this Chamber an early opportunity 
Of ating thee views to your Lordship and the Law Ofices of the Crown. 

have, &c. 
(Signed) B. PLUMMER, Jun., Secretory, 


© A similar lttor wan addressed to M, de Tylana, 
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No. 60. 


Mr, Farrer to Viacount Ewfield.—(Received August 12.) 


{Confidential 
ir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gordens, August 10, 1872. 

IN reply to your letter of the 8th instant, requesting the observations of the Board of 
‘Trade on the question of the dues recently'leyied by the Suez Canal Company, 1 am 
directed by the Hoard of Trade, in the first plice, to refer you to my letter of the 23th of 
une for the questions which itis desiruble to have answered before any final opinion can 
e formed on the question at issue. 

In the meantime, however, it sppoars from. the printed pamphlets forwarded in your 
{etter of the 3rd instant, that the “ topneau" upon which the Canal Company are levying 
their maximura dues is not the British ** gross” ton or the British “ net " ton, or any other 
tional ton of meaxarament i 

t seems that the Company accept the process by which the British ** gross" ton 
in arsved at aa an accurate mode of teanurtnent? that they then ed 30 per cea to this 
ftumber, ond then deduct from it 26 per cent. for engine room, The ultimate result ia to 
‘a number of tons very neat to the gross British tonnage 1 ¢4, suppose a ship (0 measure 
by British gross measurement 100 tons, the Company would add 30, making 130, nnd 
wroull then deduct one-fourth of 190, viz, 324, leaving the number of toos on which the 
dues are charged 97}. 

‘The procons of reaouing by which the Company have arrived at this result scems to 
tbe as follows 

Thoy assume that the word ‘tou,’ wx used in their Concession, ix a word which ix to 
We, comstrued according to international usages and they further nssame tat, according to 
this usage; it hus a certain meaning, vit. that fmation of the ioteraal capacity of « ship 
whiok is able to sustain a ton of weight; in other words, that the aggrogate’ tonnage ts 
qual to the number of tons in weight which the whole internal capacity of n ship is able 
to cary, 

"The Company appear arte to allege that, i over to bring the gross British ton 
up to thin stand if necessary to. ndd'30, er cent, to it; aud, having added this, they 


deduct 25 per cent, for engine room, his reasoning seems to Her Majesty's Government 


{o be founded on an entire inimpprehension of the measuring of " tonnage,” ax at present 

Known to the maritime world, and to lead to consequences which would’ render kmprac- 
ticable that which the Hoard of Trade regards as a most desirablo object, viz., the asimic 
tion of the tonnage laws of different countries, In England, and, xo fat as the Board of 
‘Trade nre aware, in all maritine countries, the ton, ws applied to the racaaurement of sbips, 
whatever its origin may have been, has long been simply an unit of space, All idea of 
recurring to the eapacity for carrying weight ax standard by which to determine it has long 
‘been absndoned in penctice, and in 1854-56, when the present British ayatem of measures 
ont was adopted, the posibility of recurring to such a standard wns carefully considered 
hy a specially qualified Committee, and deliberutely rejected by them and by Parliament. 
Nor is such n standard ndopted by’ any other nation. 

Under thene circumstances It appears to Her Majesty's Government that thix standard 
cannot properly be made use of for determining the meaning of the word * tonneau * in the 
Suex Conal Concession, and that to attempt to make use of it for such purposes must lead 
to further diffieulties 

At the same time the Bowrd of ‘Trade are fully alive to the financial difficulties 
of the Company, and wish to see-a liberal and fair interpretation put on the Concession 
wade to them 

‘They are nléo avnre of the didiculties nod inequalities caused by the deduction for 
engine room, 86 in the English net tonnage, and by the differing systems of different 
nations. And looking to the precedent. of the Danube Commission, they think there 
‘would be advantages in adopting the Hritish gross tonnage as the best possible standard of 
taxation in this and similar ensen. 

But before expressing aby final opinion, either upon this point or upon the further 
questions whether there should be any further deduction, ot upon the question of the 
amount of dues for property leviable under the Concession, they would be glad to have an 
‘answer to the questions contained ia iy letter of 26th June, and also to know whether they 
fro right In the weaning they attribute to the recent acts and publications ofthe Company. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) "T. H. FARRER. 





No. 61 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granvitle-—(Reevived August 13.) 


No, 49. Commercial.) 
Sty Lon, Theropin, August 3, 1872. 

“_IN one of the pamphlets on the Sucz Cunal Turiff, inclosed in your Lordship's 
Commercial despatch No. 48, which had been given to Lord Lyons by M. de Lesseps, it ix 
stated that the system now introduced is that which is followed on the Bosphorus in regard 
to the fight dues. 

Having referred to Sir Philip Francis to ascertain the correctness of this statement, 1 
have received from bim the inelosed reply, showing it to be altogether incorrect, the light 
dues being paid here upon the registered net tonnage of the ships. 

P T have, &. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 61, 
Sir P. Francis to Sir H, Bitiot, 


Sie, Constantinople, July 30, 1872. 
IN reply to your despatch (rend this morning) of July 28, T-have the honour to 
inform your Excellency that the Light-house Company lovy their dues on the registered 
(et) tonnage, not on the gross tonnage. ‘The Company does not accept the inode of 
salcalation of tonnage of any other nationality but oars and they. consequently reduce 
acconding to an approved Table, all foreign tonnage to our seale, which is their own also. 

‘The Danube Commission calculates its tolls of a net tonnage accordiog to an accepted 
satimate of their own, a4 to the fair relation of net tonnoge and registered gross tonnage: 
They do not accept the ship's registered net. tonnnge as the taxable amount of tonnage ; 
and, inasmuch as it is believed by many thut w too large deduction is often made for 
machinery, &c,, in calovlating the ship's registered tonnage, no eotnplaint is made of the 
Danube Commission in this respect. Thus the Bosphorus Light Company and the 
Danube Commission differ only iu their respective modes of arriving at the net tonnage, 
not at the gros tonnage, It is to be observed that, whilst praising the Euglish system of 
calculating gross tonnage, the parmphleteers and M. de Leweps do not, ax 1 understand 
theta, propore to accept it ae the basis of calculation yet if our mode of calculating gross 
ounage is correct, it ix logical to add to It m lange fer-centage, but it seems to me that 
there is an ambiguity and double deating with the words these persons employ. 

V believe M, de Levscpa' plan. really is to incrense on our estimate of gross tonnage 
very largely, notwithstanding his approbation of our measurement ; and after his 
deduction of 26 per cent. iv mado, we shall find that the taxable tonnage will be far above 
‘even the registered gruss tonnage. 

In the "Levant Thnes” of Mooday last (29% July), your Exealleoy will sce a 
calculation taken from the “Shipping and Mereantile Gazotte,” which comes to the same 
covclusion. The present calculation of what sboald be deduced from the gross, to arrive 
at the net tonnage, is, it ie admitted, open to refurm. Bat at page 9 of the note * conn. 
pkimentaire,"* the pamphleteers show that they mean to tax more tons than the gross 
measurement expresses 2 

‘Thuy, taking on example given inthe pamphlet, the ga tonnage of the  Axate 
is 2,121, and they propose to levy m tax on 2460 tone The Inst maragraph of 

tr. Merchant's pamphiet adits tha ths system i to be adopted, a new ‘ards be 
tmaile for every ship-taxing corporation. 1 think the plain question should be put to the 
‘movers on this question, viz.i—Do you complain of the figures put in British ships 
registers as true gross tonnage? or do you complain of the exaggerated deductions made to 
amrive at the regintered tonnage? Ifthe former, propose » better for goneral consideration; 
if the latter, why not follow the honost course adopted by the Danube Commission ? With 
regard to abstract justice (if thro be wuch a thing in deciding that matter), mach might be 
said, but I ubmsit to your Excelleney that the true point of viow in this: for certain 
porpores lights, harbours, Sc.) it has been agreed that tolls should be levied to raise 
certain samy of money, assumed to be necessary. A mode of calculation, conventional if 
you please, or even unscientific, has been adopted. Upon this inode the expenditure on 
public works and objects has been based, and the remuneration for capital 

them has been estimated, “Calculations of the amount of tonnage likely 


} 
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enter n harbour, or pass a light-house, have beca made upon accepted dats, vie, the 
officially certified tonnage of ships. 

If this officially certified tonnage is now not correctly rendered, the cure is to be found, 
but not in a private company upsetting arbitrarily the existing principle of calculation-— 
& course which will inevitably produce the greatest confusion. I beg to retum the 
inclosures, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) P. FRANCIS. 


a Se 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 61. 
Extract from the Shipping Gozette” of July 29, 18: 


‘Tux Suez Canar.—The Suez Canal Company have started the problem, which has 
been so much canvassed ia England during the past four years, of--What i a. ton of 
‘enpacity? Th the Merchant Shipping Act, the tonnage capacity o ship ix held to 
mean that part of a vessel which be used for the carriag of passengers and goods, 
‘ad tot the space taken up by engine-room, coal bunkers, and the open reas in connec, 
tion therewith, ‘The allowance in ships propelled by screws, in which the tonnage of such 
pace is above 13 per cent. and under 20 per eent. of the gross tonnage, is to be 32 pet 
cent. In vessels where the apace is unusually large or small, ux the case may be, the 
deduction may consist of the tonnage of the space actually oceupled by, or required to be 
inclosed for, the proper working of the bollérs and machinery, with the addition, in serew 
steamers, of three-fourths of the tonnage for such space. When the tet tonnage is so 
ascertained, itis called the register tonnage, and all duox, dock, aud harbour charges are 
to be lovied on that tonnage and no other. Every maritime ‘State has recogtized the 
Principle of deducting the engine-room space from the gross tonnage; and although there 
may be slight differences in the mode of computing the allownnces, tho ayatem may be aaid 
to have become universal, ‘The Commissioners of the Danube have taken the British 
deduction of 22 por cent. for screw steamers, and this may be taken as the generul 
standard for all vessels passing through the Suez Canal. Up to the Ist of July the 
tonnage rate was levied on the ton of carrying capaeity, ot net register, ax distinguished 
from the gross register of the ship; this being so, the dues wore not charged on the space 
inelored for the working of the engines and the stowage of coal, ‘The Directors of the 
Saex Canal Company, in their explanatory letter addressed to Mestrs. Momes and 
Mitchell, sated that the Council bad found out that it was necessary to increase by 30 por 
cont., on an avernge, the tonnage inserted by the official British papers, in order to attive 
tu closely as pomsible at tho exact capacity of the sh ips, Frow this it was propose! by the 
Council to give an allowance of YS per cont, Whether the tonnage hore mentioned 
means Met OF Krom reginter |x pot made clear. Further on, however, the point sccta 
vettled, for it is stated :—" If wo increase by 30 per cent., on an average, the tonnage 
inwerted in the oficial British papers, oF gross tonnuge, in order to obtain the total capacity 
of the ship, and if aftorwards we deduct the 25 per cent. from the sua obtained in onder tt 
allow for the space occupied by the engine, we arrive exactly at the figure expressed. by 
the gross tonnage,” From this reading it would appear that the Company have added 
30 per cent. to the gross tonnage, and then deducted 2% per cent. This means. in plain 
Eoglish that the tonnage due of 10 fr. per ton is to be charged, not only on the gross 
inter burthen, bot on S per ecnt. additional, Instead, therefore, of talking avout 
reduetions, the Company should have announced that from and after the Ist of the month 
the tonnage rite would he charged on the gro 
‘Tho procoss by which this is arrived at 


This makes hor ofthe eapacity of dh 
Vrow this wial the Culpaay Belvct 25 per Gout fr 


‘Ta loaves the tonnage fo tll dew 


Suppose, therefore, the deduction from Heitish register to be 32 per cent. on a vessel of 
2,000 tons, this would leave 1,360 tons nct register. Subtracting 1,360 tons from the 
2,100 tons as above given, we find that on a ship of this size the increase would be 
740 tons, oF 7,400 fk. each time she eaters the Canal ; oF 14,500 fr. for the outward and 
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ip. Thi an extra tax each voyage of 592. Tnstend, therefore, of 
Sven of 160, tou ar sheer ng 18,60) rs she would. have to contribute 
21,000 fr. on that tonnage every time sli entered the Canal. ‘This is declared by the 
Company to be conformable with the acts of concession, and a basis of capacity! We 
unhesitatingly declare that the principle is most fillacions; tome vessels have Targe dee 
cabins und passenger saloons, while others are built with flush decks, and expressly - 
cargo. Ships dif, sls, in several respects ae regards ther capacity fr the carriage of 

| Afice two centuries of unsettlement, the only correct system arrived at is_tha 

Gable content” "The factor of 100 cubic feet measurement to the ton has been found 
Aiford an approximate basis and is likely to become the standard for register tonnage all 
Over the world. Its the factor by which tonnage is ascertained fo England, France the 
United States, and other countries; but the Suez Cansl Company, it appears, have 
Aiscovered that the measure of expacity is not eorreety and that % per cent should be 
fudded to the gross tonnage, This woald apply to sailing vessels as well ns steamers, nnd 
Must, if allowed and persisted in, derange the whole system of tonnage admensaromont. 


ae 
No. 
Count Maffe: to Earl Graneille-—{Received August 13.) 


20, Hill Sree Berkely Square, I 0 Athy 872. 

E présent sliments AM. le Comte Granville,  »'ompresse 

i oe data pas onde A avertie We Goovernetent alien de tenie en wuspens Ta 

hote de sa Seigneurie sur les Droite da Canal de Suez, en date da 31 Juillet, en attoodant 

Ta nouvelle communication quielle jugera & propos de faire parvenir A cette Légation au 
mime sujet. 


No. 63, 
Lord Lyons to Berl Granville-—{ Received August 16.) 


(No, 457. Commercial.) re Sb an 
My Loni, Paria, Auguat 15, 1872, 
PATTI reltence to your Lordships Commercial despatch, No. 205, of the 21 
timo, 1 have the hon with to your Lordship « copy of & Report from 
Mr, Treitt on the present state of th brought by the Company of the Mewagericg 
limes against the Sucz Canal Company. It appenrs that tho action is e 
ee Sane cowed instead sage om ou 
dispute the right of the Company to modify the tonnage does 
rete inforwation given by Mr, Tritt on, this subject i» preceded by an account of 
‘other actions. These appeor to have been brought by shareholders of the Company 
inst the Coasel d’Admbnistration, and to, have been generally wasuecenful. The aim 
of the plaintiffs would seem to be to obtain a atill greater augmentation of the tonnage 
duties i ; 
A 4 necting of the Canal 
At the end of the Report, Mr, ‘Treitt, speaks of the gencral mecting of th 
Company held here on the’ 31st ultimo, ‘he Report of the precoding of thi general 
‘our Lordship with my despatel of the Sth instant, No, 
meeting was transinitted to your Lordship with my despa i oan 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure in No. 63. 


AM, Treite's Report on the Law-evit between the Suez Canal Company and the Messageries 
Maritimes, reepecting Tonnage Dues. 


LE Conseil d’Administration du Canal de Suez est un Conseil Statutaire, e'est-a-dire, 
quill n’a pas été Glu par ce actionnaires et se compose uniquement de fondateurs ou de 
Rezronnes que M. F- de Lesseps ya appelées. Ce Conseil, qui existe ainsi en vertu des 

tats Sociaux, a encore cing ans & vivre avant de poavoir ¢tre modifié. 





36 


Un certain nombre Wactionnaires (qui dans un vote nw donné qu'une minorité de 
FPe Lotants contre une majorite de 1,400) font. au Conseil d'Admiuistration des roproctes 
Aincapacité, ninteligence des intértts de la Société, de. prodigalite, et dembodeet 
Teetyct Satuts, que le Conseil Administration soit entitrement renouvele par 

'éection. 

es nctionnaires prétendent que Assemblée Générale seule est souversine pour 
ommer ses mandatsires; ils accusent le Conseil actuel de se soustraire A lout contiOle, 
jas compromettre les actes de concession, et de poursuivre a outrance un ayeteme de 
perception brouilon, i mpromettant Vavenir.” 
du péage, et de l'autre les parti 
(onseil e'Administration lui reprochent surtout d'avolr isola, seul et en dele oe 
Assemblée Générale des Actionnaires, la question des nouveau tarts. Il affsaene que 
jeanmuveaux tarifé n'oat point de base ratioonelle ct devraient étre plus élevés qurile ne 
le sont. 

Le Conseil d’Administration se placant duns Ics statuts comme dans'une forteresse, 
Mie lniser discuter en Astemblde Générale toutes lex questions soulevées, par see 
adversuires, ot surtout maintient son droit de rdiglomenter seul les tara. 

De part ot d'uatre il y a eu de vives néeriminations, qui out abouti A dew procts od 
{es accusations réciproques se sont formulées méme injureusexent, 

(Ces débats judicinires ne pamissont avoir été Introduits que dans un intértt de 
Rutilelté au profit respect de chacune des partice en cause; Von w dans. ove proces 
Mptoye te deapean de chaque comp: et lee discussions ont moins porté sur les quintone 
toumnies aux juges que aur la peoeslite woe actes, fits ot allurey do la Compagnie de 

wez depuis son origine, 

Voici succinctement le com, 
jusqu'’h prévent, 

1. Procé Rabourdin : 

M. Rabouniin, ntionnaire, a cité Je Conseil d'Administration devant lo Tribunal de 
Commerce, afin de faire ordonnce quo— 

Le Conseil d'Administration convoquo immédiatement 'Asserublée Générale dew 
res, 

2.) Qoo Yon mette & Vordre du jour de cette assembléo ta question de Ja reforme du 
droit de tonnage, 

{5} Que loo mette également. & Vordre du jour de cette assembiée In question du 
renourellement intégral du Conseil d'Administration, fe Président fondateur excopeds 

Sur a, premire question, ta Compagnie a rdpondu que VAwembléc Gonerale: serait 
convoqude dans les teriuon des’ statuts. 

Guat aux deux. autres questions, le Conseit d'Adiiaistration « réponda qu'il ne 
ouvait los admettre dt In discussion de Assemblée Générale; qoe celle-cs naval rus ¥e 
strat de +'en suisit ti de les résoudre: que le tirman de coucemlon, base eommiete dee 
droit de ls Corapasnie, aussi bien que lex statute attribuaient au Conseil d'Adeninistratn 
soul le droit de dkelder de ces questions. 

Pour faire rejeter lex demandes de M, Rabourdin te Conseil ‘Administration 
“oppuyait sur l'Article 75 dex Statuts, qui ext ans! eoncu-- 

Jinegaetestations touchant & Vintérte général ot collectif de la Socided ne peuvent 
tre dirigée, nit contre le Conseil d'Adminisiation, soit contre un de ses membres, quia 

In géndralité desnctionnaires et on vertu d'une ddlibération de rAssemblde Geneoale, 

ut actionnalre qui veut provoquer ane contestation de cette mature doit en faite 

nuication au Connell d'Adminiatration, qvinze jours au moins avant la réunion de 

Assemblée Gindrale, ot en In faisant appayer por Ja xignature d'au mots dix actiosalees, 

sraagrurs tTamalater A cette amemblée. Lo Conseil ext alors tenu de mettre la question 
4 Tordre du jour de Visemblée, Se," 

Av procts est intorvenu un autre actionoaire pour soutenir les droits da Conseit 
Administration eontro M. Rabourdin, 

‘A la date du 14 Juio, 1874, le'Teibunal de Commerce « renda un long jugemeat par 
Jequel il déboute M. Rabourdin do ses demandes. 

Les motifs de co jugement se résvinent ainsi — 

Quont A Ia convocation immédiate de VAssemblée Générale, il n'y a pas Liew de 
alatuers puleque le Conseil Administration déclare qui convoquera TAsscwblce dase he 
dchis dey statute (da 1 Mars oul AoGt ebaque unaée) et que ces délais ne cmt pas 
expirés.” 

ine Tore dex droits de tonnage, le Conseil d’Administration m dg. réglé le 
‘{dlars, 1572, cette question; selon Article 34 des Statuts, § 7, il seat pas oblige des 
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ret & VAsemblée Géoérale, Sans donte cette question peut étre résolue par te 
{roan mate Me Rabon pant ‘pas dans les conditions de Article 70 des Statuts, 
il n'y a pas liew de la résoudre parce que Fe Conseil d’Administration en avait pas 6té 
Ggulitrement saisi. Du reste le 12 Mars, 1872, le Conseil dAdmivistration avait 66 
saisi d'une demande analogue; il Tavait sounise & V Assemblée Générale, et celle-ei con 
rules avait AE qu weak pa opportun de fae satuer Assmblé sur Ia question 
de.roonage, Ams, TAssemblée Geotrle des Acionnnirs suit pronanete ot an ction- 
naire ne pouvait pas reprendre Ia méme question, ainsi que le diseat encore les Statuts 
ticle 75 final.” ae a 
Ui Gata wa sic eli-acan MANE A Chee 4'Administration, celui-ci ne pourrait 
dire révoqué que pour des causes graves, dont il n'est pas jostifié: les mewbres netuels 
tiennent leur mandat des statuts, et ce mandat ne saurait étre révoqué, mais nie ecule: 
ment avec le teme pout Iyuel a éconlr” 
M. Raboordia a interjeté appel de ce juzement. x Prot 
Dover Cone Bu Soule qualas precion rw arene interprété Article 75 
see Courl WAdehltntion « aljré ta Cour: de nontenir dans les. Tuttos 
intérioures et extérieures qu'il u A soutenir, et a demandé V'application rigoureuse en su 
i des Statute, . ie ae 
ST 5 Com tor ie eothonom ohne eau POS etre ingoment 
de Premitre Instance (Arndt du 16 Juillet, 1872). 
Procés Bourdon :-— re 
M. Bourdoo, setiocnsre do te Compagnie du Canal de Suct, avait sisi lo Tyibusal 
de Premiére Instance do In Scine d'une double demunde— i 
(1) A ce qu'il puisse prendre copio dos feullos de présence, signées pur ls action= 
naires, ayant faite partic des Assomblées Générales depuis 'année 1865, y comprin colle du 
AACS En lice que le TWioal dire alle ls riottion tise & MAssombige du 
Aoi, par laquelle le nombre des membres corsporant Jo Conseil Administration devait 
tre rédait de 32421 membres. Le Tribunal Tu satorieé A prondre copie des listen dea 
actionaires ayant assisté nus Assemblées Générales, mais t's déclaré non recevable dane ma 
demande en sullité de Ia résolution prise Jo 24 Acti, 1871, par Assemble Générale, cette 
ant pris conformément aus Statuts, 
Te Mi Besrdown esos appa de cs jopeeiet, routs Coes par Karrie du 9 Juillet, 
firmé le jugemont de premiére instance. lg : 
Y 8 encore ei ce moment deux proc’s pendants devant Ia justice. Lun, qui se pide 
quatre nudiences devant le Tribunal Civil, a été ae q C one a paatoitens 
leux do nem members, MM, Breton et Morcllet,¢t i M. Jules Lomeps, cousin de 
MF. do Lecopa ondatouy'do ts oes du Conal'de ea, Le procis a pour but de 
faire condamuer cox troin derniers 4 200,000 france de. dommages-inedts, pour avolr 
diffamé le Conseil d'Administration, et avoir nul & la Sooieté pur des” publications 
srr Ln pbs bac pre, cl Slea Se Oak oat ‘do texto dans les 
Jouroans jive apilement pays cot ef, parainent sravolr saat But que de 
publier d'une part les grands services du Conseil d’Administration, et d'autro part. Je aale 
de MA Breton of Comars poor saver lt Compagnie de rune. 
wgeinent wera revudy a semaine prochaine, je pease, =F ; 
telomere Feats pete Ea Pea cep on 
de Soez mais ce procts est encore i Tétat Jembryon et ne sera plaldé que plus tan, T 
ports, dit op, sur Jo droit qu'aurait usurpé la Compagnie de modifier ot daugwenter let 
TS Jc a COSTA ba terait Ss el pound Tape Wee ae STE 
publique depuis quil a été reconau, méne au Parleweut cn Angleterre, que la Compagnie 
Trea Ie droit de lnagee ee Tari prinitivoment abl, i 
Mest bon doberver que ice actionnnires dissideats viseut évidewument au but 
employer des Twrfs encore plus onéeeax que ceux aujounihul en nage 
ane YAssemblée Générale qui a eu lieu le 1 Juillet dernier, le Conseil d’Administen 
tion a eu en sa fageur une majonté des deux-tiees des actionnaires pudsents, au nombre de 


ee Gigng ‘TREITT, 
Paris, ce 15 Aoi, 1872. 


a 


221) 
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No. 64. 
‘Mr. Hammond to Mr. Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1872. 
WITH reference to your letters of the 28th of June, 9th July, and 10th of August, T 
smu directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you, for the early consideration of the Lords 
of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, the draft of a despatch respecting the Suez 
Canal dues Which bis Lardship purposes to address to Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople, and to communicate to Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, 
and to Her Majesty's Representatives at Paris, Rome, Berlin, Vienna, Athens, the Hague, 
and Washington ; but before he takes any such steps his Lordship woold be glad to be 
informed whether the proposed draft meets with the concurrence of the Lords of the 

Committoe of Privy Council for Trade. 
Tatn to request that the draft, of which the inclosed is a sole copy, may be returned, 
‘answer, to this Office. ' A copy of the despateh as finally settled and sent will 
fet bo communicated, forrest to the Board of Trade. 
ain, Re. 
(Signed) -E. HAMMOND. 


No. 65. 
Mr. Hammond to Me, Farrer, 


Sir, Foreign Office, August \6, 1872. 

1 AM dirvcted by Earl Granville to transmit to you, with reerence 10 my other letter 
of this day, thn inclosed despatches respecting the Suex Canal does, from Her Majosty's 
Ambasaadors at Constantinople and Paris, h have not yet been communicated to the 
Board of Trade, and which L am to request may be retared to this Oion after they have 
teen submitted to the Loeds of the Committee of Privy Counc for Trad, 


(Signed) B. HAMMOND. 


No. 66. 
Mr, Matheson, Jun, to Viscount Enpfeld—(Received August V7.) 


Chamber of Commerce and Monufacturer, 
My Lord, Glasgore, August VA, 1872. 

THAD the honour of recelving in due course your fetter of the ist ultimo, whieh 
was read to the directors of this Chamber at a meeting held on the 12th instant, 
directed to call the attention of Earl Granville to the fact that, by the i 
‘put in the words “tonneau de eapacité dex navires,” the Conal Company 
tion for engine nnd bunker space. ‘This appears from the four accounts which are inclosed 
for perusal. In the accounts dated Sth March and 13th April last, the dues on the steam- 
ship “City of Poonah"* and steamship ‘City of Oxford” are charged on the nett register 
‘tonnage, after deducting for engine and bunker raat ‘and space for the crew. In the 
receipts for the dues on the same vessels, dated 10th and 25th July last, the dues are 
changed on the gross tonnage, without any deduction for engine or bunker space. 

ave, Ke 
(Signed) "J, MATHESON, Jun, President, 


No. 67. 
Mr. Hammond to Me. Plummer, Jun. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 17, 1872. 
IAM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

9th instant, req 0 interview with his Lordship on behalf of « deputation of the 

Newcastle and Gateshead Charmber of Commerce, with reference to the augmentation of 
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the dues levied by the Suez Canal Company, and I am, in reply, to state to you that Her 

‘Majesty's Government are fully alive to the importance of the question involved in the 

amas ‘of the Suez Canal Company, and are about to communicate thereupon with the 
rte and other maritime Powers, and with the Egyptian Government. 

Under these circumstances Lord Granville would not wish to trouble the Chamber of 
Commerce to send a deputation to London, which, indeed, his Lordship's absence in the 
country would not admit of his receiving. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) -F, HAMMOND, 


No, 68, 
‘Mr. Hammond to Mr. Matheson, Jun. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 19, 1872. 
1AM directed by Earl Gmnnville to acknowledge the receipt of your further letter, 
with its inclonures, of the 14th instant, relative to the recent alterations in the tonnage dues 
levied by the Suez Canal Company ; and I am, in reply, to state to you, for the information 
f the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, that Her Majesty's Government have boon mat 
re of the circumstances to which your letter alludes, and that they arv about to gommu- 
nicate with other Powers on tho xubject. 
“The doouments forwarded by you to this Office for perusal are herewith returned. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) E. HAMMONI 


No. 69, 


Sir H, Bltiot to Bar! Granville —(Received August 21.) 


(No. 56, Commercial.) 

My Lord, ‘Therapia, August 15, 1872. 
NUBAR PASITA called upon me this morning to say that the Viceroy of Egypt bad 

telegraphed to him that Colonel Stanton ba otinated that Her: Majesty's Goverment 

would hold the Government of Egypt responsible if it should fail to enforce upon the 

French Convulate the acceptance of the protest of the shipowners nguna the intend 

dues they had been made to pay under the new system adopted by the Suez. Canal 


a 
Pasha seid that if Her Majesty's Government. wore aware that the Khedive 
possesses no power whatever of forcing Consul to reecive any document, whether a 
prot ‘or aaything else, they would perceive that no responsibility ean be fixed upon the 
jovernment of Egypt for not having done so in the present instance ; but the case would 
be different if the parties continue, as they have a right to do, their proceodings against the 
Company in the local Courts. 

Goverument would then recognize its responsibility for the ease being properly 
conducted, and judgment being executed, whether the representatives of the Company had 
chosen to appear to the summons oF not. 

Ae the Heyptinn Government should then be prevent by anyother Government from 
carrying out the sentence ofits tebunall the respuniiity of the nonexccution would 
naturally pass to those who had arbitrarily interfered with t be ee of justice, 

have, &e, 
(Signed) ” HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 70, 
Mr. Welford to Eorl Granville—(Received August 23.) 


North of England Steam Shipowners’ Ansociation, 
7, Quayside, Newoastle-upon-Tyne, 
‘My Lord, . ona Te. a 
AT the last of the North of Steam Shipowners’ Association, Lord 
Bnficld's letter, to the Neweastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce on the 
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subject of the Suex Canal dues, under date Sist July, 1872, was read, and { was directed 
respectfully to point out to your Lordship that Lord Enfield has been entirely misinformed 
respecting the tiew taxation of the Suez Canal Company. 

His Lordship sats that Her Mojeaty’s Goreroment, at at present informed, re of 
opinion that the consteuetion which the Canat Company’ put on the words ‘tonneau de 
‘eapacité dos swvires' in the Act of Concession, namely, the gross tonnage of the vessel 
inter deduction bas been made for space for the engine and coal bunkers, is fair construe- 
tion, This mode of calculation bas been adopted by the European Commissioners of the 
Danube. 

‘Now, it is quite truo that the European Commissioners of the Danube and the 
authorities in every river, port, canal, and harbour with which the members of this Associa 
tion are acquainted, except the Suez Canal Company, tax vessels upon their tonnage after 
deduction hus been made for engine, erew, and bunker space. Bot the Sucz Cuoal 
Company will no longer accept the tonnage measurements and allowances of the English 
Customs authorities. They have, since the Ist of July, set up a new system of measure- 
ment unknown to twaritime commerce, the practical effect of which is that the shipowoee 
ary spon the grow tounnge of bis steamer without any deduction whatioerer for engine, 

nuuker, and crew space. 

In proof of the accuracy of my statements, I annex a copy of = protest made before 
he Kngbsh Viee-Consul ut Port Bu1d by the Captain of the Otterburn” of thls port 
he “Otterburn” is a steamer of 1,542%60 tone gross measurement, from which the 

Customs authorities deduct 87°05 tons for machinery, &, leaving the tonnage available 
for cargo und for taxatian—854°63 tons, On previous occasions the vessel was ch 
canal dues on 885 tons, the correct tonnage, but on her firat visit to the Canal alter the 
Istof July, abe was charged 13,426 francs, which is equal to 10 franes per toa upon ber 
gro regintor of 194260 tons, without any deduetion, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) RICHD. WELFORD, 
Secretary (0 the Asvociatio 


Inclosure in No, 70. 
Protest. 


By this public iostrument of protest, 

BE i¢known and made manifest unto all people that ou the thirteenth day of July, in 
the year of Our Lord one thousand eeht hundred and screnty two, perionally came and 
appeared before Duke Baker, British Vicc-Consul at and for Port Said in Egypt, in the 
Ottoman Empire, Heary Mitchelson, master of the stearoship or vessel “ Otterburn," and 
did duly and solemnly Weclare and stato as follows, that is to any -— 

‘That the Olficers and Agents of the Universal Maritime Company of the Suez Canal 
‘did demand the payment of thirteen thousand for hondeed and twenty-six ag at 
tho rate of ten iranes per ton upon the gross tonnaxe of 
“Onterburn,” us and far the dues by them alleged to be poxable for the right of transit of 
tho maid ship theough the Suez Canal, and in default of such paysnent on that bebalf did 
aver that they the mid Company wouid let and hinder or otherwise prevent the said ship o 
veonsel from passing through the said Canal, 

“That he the said appearee sus therefore compelled, in order to prosecute his voyage, to 
pay for the right of transit in the said Canal the said sum of thirteen thousand four hundred 
fund twonty-aix fangs, being at the rate of ten franes per ton upon the gross tonnage of the 
said ship oF voasel " Ottertiarn," 

‘And further, that he the said sppearor did solemnly declare and state that be paid 
‘under duress and by compulsion the sum of four thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
thine franies and fifty ceatinies, being 40 much of the «id aur of thirteen thousand foar 
Ihundred! ond twenty-six francs ns was in excess of the amount legally payable in reapect of 
the right of transit through the said Suez Canal of the ship or vessel “ Otterburn.” 

‘Thorefore the said appearer Henty Mitchelson, on bebalf of the owners of the said 

ip oF vemel, and on his own behalf ns master thereof. did protest against the said Universal 
me Coupany of the Suez Canal, ynd against all other person or persons whotnsoever 
responsible, ut whoa these presents do of may concern, for so causing or compelling him 
to make such excess of payment as ix hereinbefore set forth, and for all interest, costs, 
amiges, eburges, and expeuses incident oF anywise relatiog thereto. 
(Signed) ~~ ‘HENRY MITCHELSON. 
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‘Thus taken, declared, and protested in due form of law at Port S:id, this 30th day of 
aly, 1872. 
(Bigned) Doxn Baker, Vice-Conrul 





No. 71. 
Mr. West 0 Earl Grancille—(Reeeioed Aupust 24.) 
(No. 8, Commervial.) 
My Lord, Parir, Ausiet 2%, 1872. 
WITH reference to Lord Lyons" despatch, marked Commercia', No, 457, of the 15th 
instant, [ have the honour to inclose to your Lordship herewith copy of a further Report 
from M. Treitt respecting the actions brought against the Suez Canal Company. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) L, 8. SACKVILLE WEST, 


Inclosute in No. 71. 
Report by M, Treitt, 


Lo Conseil d'Administration de ta Société du Canal de Sacx contro MM. Broton et 
Morellet, Membres do co Conseil, de Lomeps ct M. Pinet, gérants do 
journal fo “Canal des Deax Mery. 


CE procts occupe prix de cinquante grandes colonnes de texte dans Jes journaux 
judicinires. Les plaidoiries durent depuis un raois, on a entenda cing. avocais, parm 
lesquels figurent MM. Lenart, ancien Ministre et Prévident do I'Axsemblde on 1848, ot 
M. Jules Favre. 

En un mot, ily wea une mise en seen iI apparalt clairoment que le 
Conseil d'Adusinistration de In Société n'a intenté ee prox que pour soumettre au 
public ses faits et gestes depuin origi et murtout depuis les dinvensions qui 
‘agitent les nctionnaires & l'occasion des 1 9 du Tarif 

Les faite sont de la plus extetme 

MM. Breton et Morellct, élus M niscil d'Adniinistration (par suite d'une 
condescendance des. Adi aux veoux do quelques actionnaires), ont 
Dprotesté contre les déeisions relatives aux Tarif, et ine augmentation de 15 430 
pour cent prétondaient que cette augmentation pouvait et aurait du°dtre do 100 b 150 
pour cont, MM, Tireton et Morelict ont trouve des anociés dans la Compagnia quits 
entreprirent contre fe Conseil d' Administration de Suce, Ces nesociée étaient M. Charles 
Lesseps, rédacteur proprictaire, et M, Pinet, gérant du jourunl appelé le Canal des Doux 
Mera." 

M. Charles de Leseps, cousio de M. Ferdinand de Lesseps, avait été un des plus 
actife collaborateurs de co dernier. La Compagnie avait, d&s le principe, eréé ua journal 
appelé *L'Iathme de Suez," 

Ce journal, desting b soutenir In Compagnie, avait pour wédacteursencehief M. Charles 
ste Lessepe, gui recerit uve subvention de 1,000 anes par an de ls Compagoie, 

En 1869 la Cony uprima le J M, Charts. de Less 
continua In méme publication sous le nom 2 
devint ennemi acharné et violent dovint le centre de 
Yopponition des actionnaires dissidents, formant un tiers environ de la totatité, 

Le Conseil d'Administration fut ‘accueé diinourie, de ptodignlité et d'inintelligence, 
‘Tous les jours on demandait la destitution da Conseil quaique nommé par tes status, et 
gu eit reser le mene pendant cog anodes 4 partie de Funvertuc dui Cama Il y eut 

swsemblées d'actionnaires on dehors des statute; MM. Breton, Morelict et Charles de 


Lesseps étaient ia téte do tout co mouvement, qui & été coudaning par la majorité dans 
Vassetmbléc régulidre du 31 Juillet dernier. 

Les publications les plas violentes ont 66 répandaes & profusion dans toutes les 
Niles of on suppossit des actiounaires. Cotte situation était intoléeuble pour te Conseil 


das b Celui-ci intenta un procés cn dominages-intértts ) MM. Breton, Morcliet, 
teers oa pour le pedi que ont eatsé A la Compagnie ‘yar leurs 


“"Leagarat de la Compagnie avait eté chargé évidemment do fie le andeyiqvo da 





Il Sest Jargement acquitté de cette tiche, il a surtout donné de 
Jongues explications sur Je tarif nouveaa; il en a tiné des justifications & Vavantage des 
décisions da Conseil d’Administration: ea un mot, si les tarifs n'ont pas éé aug 
tlans les énormes proportions réclamées par MM. Breton et covsorts, c'est que le C 
«?Aduvinistration a eraint de détourner Ia clientéle du Canal. 
Les dissidents ont expliqué leur conduite par les pertes considérables 
ncurie des administrateurs et leur ignorance des tarifs A percevoir imposaient sux 
tionnaires. Toutes ces questions étaient en quelque sorte Grangéres au procés ; aussi le 
Fibunal dans un jugement trés court a jugé le fait seul du procts en ces termes =— 

“Attendu gail est constant que Breton ct Morellet, bien que membres da Conseil 
a'Administention et intéressés A la. prospérité de la Compagnie de Sucs, que Charles 
dle Lesseps, rédactour-en-chef pendant plusieurs années du journal de la Compagni 
‘ Lilsthme de Suez,’ ot apris Ia supptession de ce journal devenu hostile au Conseil 
Administration’ dont il avait toujours défenda lea‘acter, ont dans leur protestation 
ot dans le journal lo ‘Canal cles Dex Mery’ ditigé contre le Conseil d’Administration do la 
Compagnie de Suea, i Yoccasion de la question da tonnage, une opposition systématique 
ct perviatente; 

“Mais attenda que cos atiaques faites avec une ardcur do discussion qui allait 
souvent jusgu't Ia violence n’ont causé jusqa’h ce jour & la Compagnie de Suez sucan 
dommago présent et appréciable, ot nie peuvent davantage, en provision d'un préjudice 
érentuol que rien n'établit dune: fagon certain, motiver uve condamnation qucleunque 
dex dommages.intérétsj 

rinund de Lesseps et consorts mal fondés on leur demande, les en 
déboute et tes condamne nux frais.” 

La porto dn procts est largement compensie poor la Compagnie do Suez par la 
publicité donnée & xa défetise au sujet du nouveau tartt 

11 rexto un quateidime peoo’s devant Je ‘Tribunal de Commerce. Lex Mesagerics 
Matitines sont domanderesics contro lx Compagnie de Suex au sujet dea nouveaux tari 

Mais co-derniee procés seta-t-il suivi aprds co qui s'est pases ? 
tous cas il no sera plaidé que daus quelques semaines. 

TREITT. 


Paris, ce 21 Aodt, 1872, 


Me, Hammond to Me. Welfors 


Sir, Forrign Office, August 26, 187: 

TAM direoted. by rnnyille to acknowledge tho receipt, on the 23¢l instant, of 
your lotter and ite fnclosure, on the aubject of the recent alterations in the tonnage dues 
loyied by the Sex Canal Companys aud I am, in reply, to state to you, for the information 
of the North of England Steamship Owners’ Association, that Her Majesty's Governont 
have bec made aware of the ciroumstatices to which your lettor alludes, and that they are 
about to communicate with other Powers on the sulject 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) E, HAMMOND. 


———— 


No. 73, 
Mr. Trevor (0 Atr. Hammond,—(Received Auguat 27.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gorsens, August 
1 AM dirceted by the Board of ‘ride to acknowledge sour letter of the 16th instant, 
transmitting, for their consideration, the draft of a despatel respecting the Sucz Canal 
dues which Ent! Granville proposes to address to Hee Majesty's Ambasador at Con 
stantinople, and to communiente to the Representatives of Her Majesty at certain other 
Courts 
With regard to Karl Granville’s desire to be informed whether the proposed draft 
meets with the concurrence of thie Hoard, 1 am to state that they have thought it 
expedient to aiguest, for his Lordship's consideration, certain alterations and additions 
which are written ia red ink upon the accompanying copy of the draft which, together 
with the original deat, is now forwards 
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‘The six original despatches of Sir H. Elliot, Nos. 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, and 3: 
original despatel of Lord Lyons, No. 982, which were inclosed in your other letter of the 
16th instant, are herewith returned as requested. 

L have, &e, 
goed) C. CECIL TREVOR. 





74. 
Mr. Teeeor to Me. Hammond. —(Receivedl August 27.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, August 26, 1872 
LAM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
17th iccordance with the request contained therein, to return the original 
1 the subject of an 

eries Maritimes” aguinst the Suez Canal 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) C. CECIL TREVOR, 


a 
No. 75. 
Mr. Trevor to Mr. Hammoni.m(Reeeived August 27.) 


Board of Trode, Whitehall Gardens, August 20, 1872, 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge your letter of the 19th instant, 

itting, for their information, a despatch, with its inclosures, from Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople, contradicting ‘a statement made by the Suez Canal 
Company as to the system of tonnage measurement pursued in the Bosphorus in regard to 
Aight dues, 

‘The Board of Trade, in returning, as desired, the inclosures Which accompanied your 
letter, request that you will state to Earl Granville that they agree with Sir Philip Frnncis, 
whose letter is, in their opinion. good exponent of the difficultics which rise out of the 
Tonnage question as regards the Suez Canal. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) C, CECI TREVOR. 


No. 76. 


Earl Grancille to Sir H, Elliot, 


reign Office, August 31, 1872 
sxceltency, in your despatch, Commercial, No. J of the 7th July, stated that 
Porte was disposed. to consider that, under the Firman of Concession, the Suez Canal 
Company would be entitled to charge duos on the actual gross tonnage of the ships 
inscribed in the books, making the same allowance for engines and coals as had boen fixed 
by the Danube Commission, amounting to 24 per cent. off the gross tonnage of sorew 
steamers, and to 37 per cont, for paddle.wheel steamers 
The Porte, however, appeared to invite the opinion of Her Mojesty’s Government 
befire fiually assenting to the proposed measu 
Hee Majesty's Government would probably not have objected to adopt as applicable to 
the calculation of tonnage on the Suez Canal the principles established on the Danube. 
1s is to be observed, however, in the first instance, that the rule quoted above is not 
the rule now in force on the Danube. 
‘The rule now in foree on the Danube is that contained in the accompanying printed 


‘The effect is that the engine-room is measured, and to the space thus obtained, 50 per 
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Sent. thereof in the ease of paddle steamers, and 75 per cent. in the case of screws is 
added to make up the whole deduction for engine and coal 

Its to be observed, in the next place, that the eourse which the Suez Canal Company 
Propose to adopt is very different from any course which ever has hecetofore, or is now, 
pursued on tho Danube, 

‘The provess by which the Suez Canal Company propose to arrive at the amount of 
tonnage chargeable with duty, is stated in the published letter of the Company of the 
Sth July, in the following terms: — 

The principle which has guided the Administrative Council in the adoption of the 
iow mensure consisted in subjecting each ship toa duty of 10 francs us often repented as the 
ship Is capable of carrying tons of goods ; viz., in basing the levying conformable with the 
Act of Conce the capacity of the ships. ‘The Couneil moreaver bas found out that 
itwns necessary {0 ijereaw, by 30 per eit. on a average, the tonnage inserted in the 
official British paper, in order to arrive as elosely as possible at the exact capacity of the 
ships: Afterwards, it bas admitted that fom this total tonnage an allowance of 25 per 
cent, should be conceded for the space occupied by the engive, dec. Now, if we increase 
by 30 per cent. on an average the tonnage inserted iu the official British papers, or gross 
tonoage, in order to obtain the total capacity of the ship, and if afterwards we deduct the 
£25 per cents from the sum obtained, in order to allow for the space occupied by the engine, 
wo arrive exactly nt the figure expressed by the gross tonnage. It ix, therefore, for the 
purpose of simplification that the Company has adopted the gros tonnage, after baving 
found out that the number of tons expressed by the gross tonnage indicated’ ns exactly ax 
powible, anid as a rule, the capacity to bo utilized in the sbips® 

Tho torms of thi concession applicable to the matter in hand, while giviog the 
Company authority to lovy dues, restrict it as followa :— 

De ne pas exedder, pour Ye droit spécial de navigation, le chide maximum des 
10 franes par tonneau do capncité des navires et par téte de passager. 

Tt rcems, according to the ahove statement, chat the Company accept the process by 
which the British gross tonnage is afeived at as aa aceurato mode of measurement of the 
intemal capacity in spaco of a shipi that they take the number of tons given by this 
‘measurement ; that they then add 30 per cent. to this number and then deduct from it 
25 per cont. for engine-room, ‘The ultiwate result isto give a number of tons very near to 
the gross British tonnage ; ¢ y.» suppose a hip to measure, by British grom measurement, 
100 tons, the Company would ndd 30, making 130, and would then deduct one-fourth of 
120, vis., 324, leaving the number of tons on which the dues are charged, 97). 

‘ou of reatoning by which the Company have arrived at this result seems to 
allows :— 

They assuine that the word “toa,” ns used in their concession, is a word which is to 
bo construed neeonling to international usage ; and they further assumve that, according to 
thie usage, it has a certain meanitiz, viz, that fraction of the Internal capacity of a ship 
which is able to sustain a ton of weight; in other words, that the aggregate tonnage is equal 
to the number of tans In weight which the whole internal capacity of a ship is able to 
carry 
“Tho Company appear further to allege that In order to bring the gros British tonnage 
up to this standard, it ie necemary to add 30 per cepts to it; ond having added this, they 
then deduct 25 per cent. for engine-roon 

‘This reasoning scems to Her Majesty's Government to be founded on an entire 
mitappechension of the toeaning of ‘ tonnage,” ax at preseat known to the maritime 
world, and to lend to consequences which would render impeneticable that which Her 
Majesty's Government rogards as a most desirable object, viz., the assimilation of tho 
tonnage laws of different countries, 

In England, and, «0 fhe as Her Majesty's Government are aware, in all. maritime 
countries, the ton, as applied to the measurement of ships, whatever its origin may 
been, has long beet 

‘AIL {den of reo y ying weight as a standart by which to 
dotermine it has long beet abandoned in practice ; and in 1863, when the present British 
system of measurement was adopted, the possibility of recurring to such a standard had 
een carefully considered by x specially qualited Commission; and after having been 
doliberately rejeoted by them, way also rejected by Parliament,” Nor is such « standard 
adopted by any other nation 

Under thee circumstance it appenrs to Her Majesty's Government that this standard 
not properly be mateo of Yor Ucrermajag the meant of the word "tonneau ia the 


‘© See State Papen, toh vp: O79, we. xvii 
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Suez Canal Concession ; and that to attempt to make use of it for such purposes must 
lead to further difficulties, 

Her Majesty's Government make these observations on the assumption thet the 
construction they hare placed on the acts and statements of the Company ia the eurrect 
‘ove. But they are led by the following considerations to doubt whether the Company are 
fot in reality charging still more than 10 francs per gross English ton. At page 9 of 
‘M. Monsette’s “ Note Complémentaire ” the gross tonnnge of the“ Asiatic” is'atated aa 
2,121, whilst the tonnage to be changed is stated as 2,160,—a difference whi ich, however 
small, shows that the Company assuine a right of excocding the English gross tonnage, 
And, again, in the published Report (Bulletin Décadaire”) of the 2nd August, 1872, itis 
sbown that the actual receipts from thirty-four ships which pissed the Canal from the 
Dist to the Blat July exceeded the receipts which the net tonnage would have given by 
54 per cent.,—aa excess which apponrs to be tnore than the mete difference between gros 
fand vet British tonnage would account for. ‘These fctx make it very necessary that full 
explanations should be given of tho course which the Company. are really pu 

At the same tine, Hor Majesty's Government are aware of the financial difficulties of 
Abe Company, aud wish to see a liberal and fir jnterpretation put on the concession made 
to them, 

‘They are also aware of the diiculties and iocqualities caused by the deductions for 
engine-room, S., in the English net tonnage, and by the differing syatews of different 
vations. Putting aside the question of amount, and’ putting also. tho question of 
the meaning of the concession, Her Majesty's Governopent {i this cuso, us well'as {n that 
of the Danube and in other ‘case would, as at present advised, be disposed to look 
favourably on the adoption of the gross British’ tonnage ax the best stondant of taxation, 
But they express no tinal or positive opinioa on thix point, more especially when it is 
considered that pasenger-ships of high power atid troop-ships would, according to that 
sdard, have wo pay far sor in proportion to other ships then they now do, wiilet they 

je also under the present concession to pay a tax of 10 france por passenger ; or, in 
other words, they have, unlike other ships, to pay fiw the cargo they carry as Well as for 
the space i ovcupien 

Suill less con Her Majesty's Government admit that the Company have, under the 
terms of their concession, the right to charge 10 franes » ton upon the English gross 
tounoge without deduction ; oF that, looking to tho finaneial position of the Company, auch 
charge would bo fair and reasonable. 

Under theo ciroamstances Het Majesty's Govornment desire to knaw-— 

Tat. What is the exact charge now made by the Company, and upon what groutds is 
it based. 

od. What is the meaning of the words “tonneau de capacité des navires contained 
i the concemion, 

Sed. By what authority that moaning is to be determined. 

4th. If the meaning is uncertain, what limit of taxation it ix just and expedient to 
adopt, having tegard to the maintenance of the Canal, and having regard also to the 
interests of the shipowners on the ono hand, and of the creditors and shareholders on the 
othe 

Sth. What part will the French and other Governments take in the matter. 

On the solution of these questions will depend in m great dageee the course to be 
ulvicoately taken by ter Mojests's Goverament in the matter. 

With the information at preseut before them, it appears very difflcult to determine 
what is the exact maxinvuy cording to the concession, the Company are entitled 
to charge, ‘The phrase.“ capacité des navires" may, fax the worls io, mean either 
“capacity for curying weight,” * capacity in bulk or tize," " eapacity for carrying freight- 
earning cargo; that ix, capacity in size, after deducting for engine-toom and erew-space” 

Again, the word “tonneau” (there being no Egyptian or Turkish tonnage) may 
mean either the English or the French, or any other national ton, or one of these tons in 
the ease of the ships of one nation and another in the case of whips of another nsliony and 
‘11 means the Ei pan either the gross ton, or the net or rey 

Her Majesty's Government, not having before thein any statement of the circumstances 
vader which the concession was made, throwing light on the intention of tho framers, or 
any statement or argument on the part of the Company showing what is the exact com: 
struction they put on the concession, or by what arguments t defend that construction, 
fare unable to sy what is the meaning of the concession, of even whether itis or is not 

sible with any certainty to determine its meaning. If, upoo examination, it should be 
Found not to be clar what was the meaning of the eeasteson, will be ovessury to 


consider further important questions, namely, what was the probable intention of the 


1) N 
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ptian Government and the '* concessionnaires," what is the best and fairest standard of 

surement. and what it is fair and right, under all the circumstances, that the Company 
should be entitled to exact. 

As re dant of measurement and of taxation Her Majesty's Government 
have alrcody itionated in this ease, as in that of the Danube, that there is much to be said 

without deductions. But if that were done 
‘of passenger-ships and nf troo, ould deserve special consideration. 

On the farther question—What, supposing such w standard to be adopted, is the maxi 
mum rate whieh the Company ought to be nll tee of justice to exact, —it is 
impossible for Her Majesty's Government to forin an opinion without knowing the exact 
financial position of the Company, their revenue from all sources, their debts and the 
Toterest upon then, theit current expenditure, the expenses: necessary or. desirable: sor 
Permanent improvements, and their prospects 

der these circumstances Her M ernment ean at present take no decisive 
step; cither by objecting to the legality o¢ injustice of the dues now levied, or by admitting 
the legality and justice of those dues ; and they reserve thele entire freedom of etion 
until such tlio a¥ they wee jn possession of full toformation on the various points abore 
ndvorted to, and aball have ascertained the view taken of thom by the maritime Powers 
Principally interested in the matter, 

4 farther question of great importance has been raised by the recent correspondence, 
viz., Whether, assuming an action to be brought by a shipowner sguinst the Company for 
‘duck allogod fo bo iMtegally lovied, the Jurisdiation to decide this question rests with the 
French Consnl or with the Rgyptian Courts. Lt appears that whilst the Company assert 
that it reste with the French Contul, the Egyptian Government energetically repudiate 
this nssertion ; and that the French Government have hitherto only eo far supported the 
Company as to expres an opinion that matters should be left in statu quo on this point, 
Her Majesty’ ent ean entertain no doubt that the Egyptian Government are in 
tho right nnd should be supported. If the Company is, for the purpose of jurisdiction, to 
be treated né French and not as Ezyptian, not only will tho ultimate decision of all ques 
tions as to dues reat in the hands of one European nation to the exclusion of all othors, 

ct cease to be Ezyptian or Turkish, und become French. It is 
needieas to polat out the difficulties to which such a state of things would give rise. 

‘Tho conclosions to which, as at present advised, Her Majesty's Government bave 
arrived, are ax 

They cannot admit the vight of the Company to place their own construction on the 
orm of thelr concession, 

‘They cannot admit the assumptions and process by which the Company appear to 
have arrived wt the meaning they place oa the word * tonneau.” 

They are of opinion that the Egyptian Government should be supported in maintain- 
ing that the Company is for the purposes of jarisdiction Eayptian, and not Frenets 

‘They are disposed to think that as n general pxinciple Hnitish gross tonnage is the best 

andard for taxation of thin description, But the adoption of such a standard would, 
thelr opinion, take it necesrary to. consid ot without 
er information exjtess an opin 
which the Company ought in justice to levy. 

Your Excellency will therefore communicate » copy of this despatch to the Turkish 
Govornmont with reference to the statement in your Commercial deapatch No. $1 of the 
7th July, thot the Porte were inclined to apply to the Suez Canal the syxtem enforced on 
the Danabes nnd you will iavite their earlf nttetion to the matter, and request at the 
xame time that no sanction may be given to the ayktem now announced by the Company, 
which should prejudge the questiog at ive 

1 shall furnish Hee Majonty's A Egypt with & copy of this 
despatel, with instructions to communicate it to the Egyptian Government, and in the 
meanwhile to recommend that the new duties, if exacted, should 'be paid by British ship. 

vers ouly under protest. 

T shall also ¢ te the despatch to the principal maritime Powers, and invite 
their opinion upon it, with the view, if possible, of common action in the matte 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


‘Mr. Trevor to Mr. Hammond.—(Receieed September 3.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, September 2 1872. 
1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

26th vltimo, further on the subject of the law-suits brought against the Suez Canal 

Company, and to retura herewith, as requested, the inclosurs contained threo. 


(Signed) C. CECIL TREVOR. 
Se ee See 
No, 78. 


Gircular addrensed to Her Majesty's Representatives in Maritime Countries in Europe, 
the United States, and Colonel Stanton, 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 4, 1872. 
I INCLOSE, for your information, « copy of an instruction which I have addressed 
to Hor Majesty’s Ambassador at Constaztinople,* relative to questions which have rooontly 


ativen in connection with the Suez Canal Coxnpany. Se 
(For Barl Granville, 
(Signed) HAMMOND. 


No. 79. 
Colonel Stanton to Earl Graneitle.—(Receined September 9.) 


(No. 31, Commercial. 
My iad Alezondria, August 24, 1872. 


TIIAVE, the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Circular despateh 
of the lst of July last, transmitting, for my information and guklance, a copy of an 
instruction which your Lordship has addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Conatan~ 
tinople, relative to questions whicls have recently arisen in connection with tho Suez Canal ; 
fand I bez to iaform your Lardship that no sction whatevor has been taken by ane in this 
matter, in consequence of the further instructions contained in your Lordship's Commercial 
dospatch No. 16 of the 8th instant. 

T have, &e. 
(igned) —- EDWD, STANTON. 


No. 80, 


Me, Trevor to Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 10.) 


Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, September 9, 187: 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 

Ath instant, forwasding a despatch from Her Majesty's Ambasmdor at Constantinople, 

relative to the question of the reception, by the French Consulate in Egypt, of protests 

against the recent increase in the Suez Canal dues; and in returning the despatch in 

Wuestion, to request that you will convey to the Secretary of State the thanks of thie 
for the opportunity forded them of perasing its 

am, fe, 


(Signed) C. CECIL TREVOR, 
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No. 81, 
Mr. Sturrock to Earl Groncille (Received September 11.) 


My Lord, Chamber of Commerce, Dundee, September 10, 1872, 
‘THE Directors of the Chamber of Commerce of Dunilee, having observed that there 
is probability of the rates or charges on vessels passing through the Suez Canal being 
increased, respectfully trust that Hor Majesty's Government will take such steps as to 
prevent any undue taxation being placed oo, Drtiah shipping or cargoes; and that no 

Infringement be made in the law under which the Canal is now carried op, or dues a 
{nfingem is now carried on, or dues are 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. STURROCK, Secretary. 


SS ee 


No. 82. 
Mr. Blood to Karl Grancilte—(Received September 17.) 


‘My Lord, Chamber of Commerce, Liverpool, September 16, 187 

a ast iret the Counel of this Chauer rat rerpecttully'to bring under the 
notice of your Lordship the question of the increase in the tonnage dues fed 
ships using the Suet Caaat. Snaee 

Hitherto the dues on steamsbips using the Sucz Canal have heen levied on the net 
Yogister tonnage, It is now decreed to levy such dues ox the gross Gnglish ropister tonnage, 
aulding thereto 30 per cont and dedueting from the sum 25 percent, for the space occupied 
by the propelling power; and it is olleged ina letter which bes appeared in the 
papers, dated Paris, the Sth of July, and addrexsed to the Transit Agents, 
the Suez Canal Company, and signed Ferdinand de Losseps, President, and M. Courette, 
Managing Vice-President, that by this method the real tonnage of capacity of ship foe 
corny ‘goods will be axcortained with substantial accuracy. 

.,, This departure from tho course hitherto followed. raises the highly importa o 
What iv the meaning of the term ‘ton of enpacity " contained tn. the once ae 
Sultan to the Bves Canal Company ? and What nuihority isto decide in case of dispute ? 

Thee uetions cover 40 seply the merehants, shipowners, and consumers of the 

ited Kingdom, that it is deairable that all doubt on the matter should, men 
possible, be net wt rest, eo 

1 oH therefore, Towpectflly to urge upon your Lonlship the necessity of arriving at 
8 goneral ngreement ns to what constitutes a “ton of oapacity” within the mean 
Suez Canal Company's charter, ea eee 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) WILLIAM BLOOD, Seeretery. 


Os 


No. 83, 
Mr. Hammond to Mr. Sturrock. 


Sir, Forvign Ofite, September 17, 1873, 


LAM directed by Eatl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your le 
10th inaant ative to the qoeaton of inerased Utes hai eed. By ake Se 
owpany un vowels psig teva tho Cal; and Lan, tn reply, to rot ta you 
willsiato 10 tho Dundes Chamber of Commerce ‘that Hor Slajesty's Gove i 
communication with the Porte and other Powers on this subject > oe 
Tam, fe 
(Signed) HAMMOND. 


Ss 


No. 81. 
Mr. Hammond to fe. Blood. 
Sir, Forsign Office, September 20, 1872, 


T AM dissected by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
10th instant, containing observations on the part of the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce 


with regard to the recent increase of the dues lovied by the Suez Canal Company, and the 
definition by that Company of a * ton of eapacity ;” and 1 am, in reply, to request that you 
will state to the Counel of the Chainber that this matter is feeciviog the consideration of 
Her Majesty's Government, who are io communication with the Porte and other Powers 
‘on the subject, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND, 


No, 85. 
Colonel Stanton to Earl Grancille—<Receiced September 


(No. 71. Confidential) 
My Lord, rmber 14, 1872. 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that duri ation a 'fow days 
since with the Kbedive, bis Highness mentioned to me jn strict confidence that he was 
retiously disposed to entertain the project of constructing a fresh Maritime Canal through 
Eazypt from Alexandria to Suez, and gave me fo nderstand that negotiations were actually 
in progress for the formation ofan English Company, with the view to providing the funds 
necessary for the construction of the Canal, and thet enginocrs would shortly be 

1¢ the line proposed to be followed. 

Highness added that he estimated the cost of the work at fom four to 
uillions sterling, and that he was convinced such a Canal passing through the inhabited 
part of Raypt would tond very materially to increase the prosperity of the countey. 

‘The Canal would bo constructed under the supervision of Me, John Fowler, b 
Highness’ Chief Engineer, but would be parely an Egyptian undertaking, though when 
completed it would be leased to the Company by whom the funds for its construction had 
been. provided. 

Feathered futher from his Highnew that repremotations have slrendy been nddressed 
to him on the subject by M. do Leseps, who, i appears, claims for bis own Canal the 
exclusive right of ship comfauuication between the two’ seax—a pretension which the 
Khedive is, however, by no means prepared to admit, as he maintains, and 1 imagine 
justly, that no such construction can be attached to. tho terms of M. do Lexsepi? conces- 
‘ion, and that there can be no doubt as to his own right to make eanals, o earty out any 
other public w Egyptian territory 

Your Lordship. will be io than myself to appreciate the poli 
of the wark in question, and its beariog on the felations between this cauntey and. 
bat there can be little doubt that, if seriously entertained, the French public will 
such a work with the greatest jealousy, and that no efforta will be spared by M. do 1 
to provent the successful achievement of a project «0 threatening t0 the interests of the 
existing Maritime Canal. 

. T have, &e, 
(Signed) EDWD, STANTON. 


No. 86, 


Merrs. Gellatly, Hankey, Sewell ond Co, to Karl Granville—=(Received October 4) 


My Lord, 10, Leadentall Stet, Lamm no date 
“AS tho mediom of communication to your Lordship of the inclosed address, which 
thus boen signed separately by each shipawner, to save the delay of having the sume docu 
tment rent round all aver the country, wo ves cs in referenee thereto 
We may say without exaxgeration th erewith sent you inelude the 
whole af those shipowners who up to the prevent time have been engaged. it the East India 
und Chiaa trades vil the Suez Canal, and the letter of the Ponineular and Oriental Stew 
Navigation Company will aso indicate their adhesion to this movements 
‘Trusting that the matter may receive from your Lordship euch prompt and effootual 
attention ws may bring it to a favourable isso, 
We have, &e a 
(Signe!) GELLATLY, HANKEY, SEWELL AND Co, 


pa o 





Tnclosure in No. $6. 
Latter from British Shipowners in the Eaxt India and China Trade to Earl Grancills. 


Hult, September 25, 1872. 

iguatorics, being owners of British steamships trading’ between 

England und the East vid the Suez Canal, and resident in all the principal ports of the 

United Kingdom, venture to request your Lordship’s active and immediate diplomatic 

intervention on our behalf in reference to what we conceive to be the illegal advance io the 

‘dues recently established by the Suez Canal Company—these boing now exacted on the 
gross instead of the net tonnage of steamships as heretofore. 

Your Lordship has already, through the medivm of the English Ambassador in Con- 
stantinople, been pliced in possession of the views of the Turkish Government on this 
subjeot—views in which it has been offically stated that the legal advisers of Her Majesty's 
Govornment fully conewr—vie., that the Stiez Canal Company’ is entitled to exact dace on 
the grow tonnage, bot making such deductions us aro prescribed by the Commissioners 
for the Navigation of the Danube. These views are also perfectly satisfactory to u 

ioralists, and we thorefore venture to urge upon you the necessity of getting the 

Majesty the Sultan, ax, Suzerain, to enforco tho recognition of these 

Government. We would also respectfully request that prompt 

diplomatic nction nay be taken directly with the Egyptian Government to the saw end 

‘nd intent, s0 that the Canal Company may be compelled at ouce to. suypoad the prosent 
‘exagizernted import. 

‘M, le Lesieps, and other Directors of this Company, when addreming important ship- 
owning nad merenntile communities in this country, a few weeks after signings bis contract 
with the Egyptian Government, stated distinetly that the ton on which the Company would 
tented to Jovy the tx of 10 fans wos the Bnglsh net registet ton, which (ll dev 
tions sade) ls that which the Commissioners for the navigation of the Danube have 
adopted, as will bo seen by the accompanying extmet from theie regulations; and, on tho 
faith of this declaration, steamsbipping property to the amount of at least 20,000,002. of 
Inova» mederee computation, hax been crated for this tude in this country. If 
therefore, a change in the basis of the Cunal tax be now permitted, the prospects of thix 
important branch of maritime industry and property will be gravely compromised. 

‘We ate informed that tho ** Messageries Maritimes de France” (Mail Steamship Com- 
pany), aubsidized by tho French Government, are now b tin netion in Paris to test 
the legality of the advanco as regards the’ wording and spirit of the Canal Company's 

In this action every effort will, doubtless, be made on the part of the Suez 

1 Company to show that the Kzyptiaa Goremment, in making the concession, con 
templated the advanced duck now imposed ond sought to be maintained by the Company, 
Ic ix understood that the Egyptian Minister has recently arrived in Paris, and it is surmised 
that the object of his visit is not unconnected with this present tal; it will, therefore, be 
the more incumbent on Her Majesty's Government to act with mich promptitnde as shall 
ceusute that hix evidence, if tendered, shall be in accordance with the views held by his 
fuasters Swern, and the faterest Of that large tection ofthe comnerial world which 
vow unes the Canal ax a highway, 

IFit should be argued ftom the poiot of view ofthe shareholders ofthe Suez. Canal 
Company, that it is exsential for their well-being that the docs should be increased, wo 
wight simply reply that this is a matter with whieh the outside world has nothing to do, 
the polat tarning solely on the corrvet interpretation of the Company's concessioa ; but a 
better ceply eam happily be found. "This a skp another lnstance ofthe ald question of 
Protection and Free ‘Trade. ‘The shareholders of the Canal Company, alive only to the 
present exigencies of their position, ure secking to increaso their income by raising the 
duor. We firmly believe that an opponite policy would be more likely to answer their end, 

‘we are satintied that their present course ix suicidal. It is by evcournging and 
Aiplying trafic by its choapness, and not by increasing ite burdens, that the Canal Company 
will restore equilibrium to its finances wod profit to its sharetiolders, ‘The oppasite course 
now i Will ruin, first, the ahlpowners who frequent the Canal, and, secondarily and 
Jn consequence, the Canal Company itself 

We are, &e. 
(Signed) BAILEY AND LEETHAM. 


Extract from the Aet relating to the navigation of the " embouchure” of the Danube, 
published at Galata by the European Commission of the Danube (Article XIV, p. 79) = 
“The navigation dues payable by steanships, in virtue of the present tari 
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calculated on the net tonnaze of the vessel, as indicated by its official papers ; that is to 
say, after deducting from the total tonnage the weight of the machinery and fuel in bunkers, 
All coal shipped in the holds of the steamers is to be considered as Cargo. If the number 
of tons represeated by the motive power is not indicated by the ship's papers on board 
any vessel, 37 per cent. shall be deducted from the gross tonnage for paddle-wheel 
‘steamers, and 32 per cent. for screw steamers. This deduction will be made after con~ 
Yervion of the ship's tonnage into English register tons, according to the terms of 
Article XIV." 


No, 87. 
Lord Odo Russell to Bart Grancille —(Recelved October 7.) 


(No, 17. Commercial) : % 
My Lord Berlin, October 4y 1872, 
‘THE Austrian Chargé d'Adiaires, Baron Minch Bellinghausen, his been instructed 
to communicate with the German Government on the subject of the questions which 
recently arisen in couneetion with the Suet Canal Company, and to invite th 
with a view to common action in the matter, es 
‘As Mr. Plunkett reported to your Lordship, in his No. 10, Commercial, of the 
1oth August, the German Government appear to take little interest in a question which 


Affects theie trade to 40 small an extent. ona 
have not alluded to the subject since my return to Berlin in obedicnce to your 


s telegram of the Bth of August to Mr. Plunkett. 
or tee - 1 haye, &e. 
(Signed) ODO RUSSELL, 


No, 88. 
Viscount ufeld to Messrs. Gellatly, Hankey, Sewell and Co, 


Gentlemen, Foreign Offer, October 8, 1872. 
Coot AA directed by Earl Granville o acknowledge the mceiy of your Iter without dat, 
inclosing copies of an identic Meworial, sigoed. by various firme of shipowners, relative to 
the reeent increase of tonnage ducs on the part of the Suez Canal Company; and 1 am, in 
reply, fo acquaint you that Tor Majesty's Government are in communication with the 
Porte and other Powers on this subject. 


Lam, &c, 
(Signed) ENFIELD, 


No. 89. 
Colonel Stanton to Karl Granville—(Received October 9.) 


No. 41. nercial.) 
epcaatiaes oe Alesandria, Septenber 98, 1873. 

*"THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordahip's Circular despatch 
of the 4th instant, inclosing, for my information, two copies of an_ instruction which your 
Lordship has addressed to Her Majesty"s Ambassador at Constantinople, relative to ques- 
tions which have receatly aria in conneetion with the Suet Canal Company ; and, as 00 
sich instrvetions ax thote tentioned in the lat paragraph ut eno of your Lorisips 
despatch to Sit H. Elliot have, as yet, reached me, 1 venture to submit the request that 1 
thay be infornied whether it is yout Lordships intention that 1 should commoieate the 
Match in qoeton to the Egyptian Goveraments 

. 

(Signed) EDWD. STANTON, 
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No. 90, 


Viscount Enfield to Colonel Stanton. 


(No. 18. Commercial.) 
7 Foreign Office, October 10, 187: 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 41, Comimereal, of the 22th ulteas Tale 
directed by Eael Granville to instruct you to communicate to the Bayptian Government # 
copy of his Lordship's despatch to Sir H. Elliot of the Bist of August lst, on the Suez 
anal Centon, in ecsoranee with the terms of the lt paragraph Dut one of that 


Fam, &e. 
(Signed) ENFIELD. 


No. 91, 
Sir D, Lange to Bart Grancille—(Recelved October 11.) 


My Lond, 21, Regent SI 
, » Regent Street, Lonudom, October 9, 187 
v1 NEARLY all the French newspapers having: published the following Tomasi 
‘Lord Granville a informé co matin th Chambre de Commerce de Liverpool 
Gouvernement. dit en pourparley avee la Porte et dnotres Puissancer 
‘suginentation des droits & percevoir pour Ie trunsit des navires par le Canal de Si 
beg moat respectfully to laquire of your Lordship whether the atove report sconce 
T have, &e. 
DANIEL A. LANGE. 


Mr. Gray to Mr. Hammondo—(Receiced October 12.) 

Si, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, October 11, 1872. 
‘ ‘iyi reference to previous correspondence respecting the Svea Canal Does asa pak 
culaly to the letter from ths Departincot of the 26th August lie, return ei 
alterations, tho denft despatch: which Karl Granvitlo proposes to address to fier Mere 
Anbussad at Constantinople and to comusicate fo the Representatives of Her Majty 
‘at certain other Courts, Uam directed by the Board of Trade to inclose copy of « Late 
twesived from the Pesivwular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, “ied the 10h 
a, aed alo copy of a ltter received from the Lone Commisioers of the Admiralty 
quest that, ia laying these papers Lor 
you will tate to his Lordship that, in thelr opitions the poste mised we ane 
oper be muda the aubjet of & fatter sommmicaton am 

hey are points which the Governments of countries Whose ships use 
the Suen Canal Compaty roay probably desite to lave un eprartan yet coasiaags 
T have, de. i 
Signed)” THOMAS Gray, 


Mr. Bethune to Mr, Furver. 


Peninsular andt Orientol Steam Navigation Company 
122, Leadenball Street, ilies saat 
; ‘September 10, 1872 
1AM requested by the Directors of this Cony cctfully to solicit the i 
tion of the Board of mde io ter tom levied by the Sues Gavel Conrmeny 
= esac a tho matter of dues now levied by the Suez Canal Company 
@ Diteetors presume that you are fally acquainted with the change recently made 
the mode of levying these dics by charging upon the gross, tasted) of enters 
tonnage of all steamers, and that you are also aware that this radical alteration is altogether 


Sir 


at variance with the inducement held out by M. de Lesseps to the shipping interests of this 
‘country to embark capital in steamers adapted for canal navigation. 

It is, of course, impossible for the Directors to offer any legal opinion as to the powers 
of the Suez Canal Company to enforce their present tariff, but they are of opinion that a 
simple examination of the facts as regards the vessels of this Company will show that the 
conditions now imposed are altogether inconsistent with a reasonable interpretation of the 
concession granted to the Canal Company by the Ottoman Government. 

Twould therefore crave your consideration of the inclosed statement, showing the 
result of working a weekly service through the Suez Canal under the old and new systems 

ively. 

‘From this statement it will be seen that the conditions of these mail and passenger 
steamers give the following average results for each ship :— 

Grom register 

Sct, a 
Pamongers, fet elace 
Diy ews cee ; 

And that, under the original Canal tariff, the dacs on these vessels would haye 
amounted annually (exclosive of passenger tolls, towage, and pilotage) to 40,184L., while, 
by the presont tarif, these dues are raised to 1:13,5361., also exclusive of pastengor tolls, 
&e., which continue to be charged ax heretofore, 

Tt will be perceived, therefore, that, aftor charging » toll upou every passenger, and 
thus levying duc» upon that portion of the ship's tonnage devoted to their se, the Canal 
Company now charge upon the gros register of 3,210 tons, while the cargo-carrying 
capacity i aly 1,699 tons, or 50 per ceot, less than that which is thus unfairly 
sescssed. 

It is unnecessary to dwell upon the Injustice infileted upon steamers adapted for 
‘carrying wails and passengers by this ssstem, which vietually imposes « penalty upon 
Such steamers for carrying passeagers and for powoming large instead of auxiliary steam 
power. 
yew erie Directors eanoot believe that tho Ottoman Government, while intending by their 
‘concesiion fo promote a great international work, could have «ranted powers capable of 
being used in a manner #0 unfair as that now described ; and, as a matter of national as 
‘well ws personal interest, the Directors venture to placo the ease in your hands. 

Tn doing #0, they are not forgetful of the difficulty which the Suex Canal Company 
find in dealing with those parely cargo steamers which carry more than the equivalent of 
their gros register tonnage, and whose small payments have in a greut measure necessitated 
‘an increased toll 

But, in placing the dues upon a fixed international basis, thero can be no insupeeable 
difficulty in taking into account the differences between various claves of steamers, and 
allowing a reasonable deduction for passenger oF engine spaces in a manner which would be 
alike fair to the Canal Company aod to shipowners, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "A. BETHUNE, Secretary. 


Toclowure 2 in No, 92. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Ferrer, 


Sir, Ailmirolty, October 4, 1872. 

LAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Adinimlty to invite the atten- 
tion of the Lords Commissioners for Trude and Navigation to the subject of the recent 
changes made in levying of tolla on steam-vessels passing Ubrough the Suez Canal by the 
Canal Company. 

2. Previous to the Ist July ast the charges were levied on steamers on the net 

after deducting the space for engine-room. 

‘3, On the Ist July last the new regulations of the Sucr Canal Company eayne into 
force, and steamers passing through the Canal ure now churged upon the gross tonnage 
reckoned according to the method prescribed in the Merchant Shipping Acts of this 
country, but without any deduction for engine-rootn. 

4. Tam to observe that the change thus made ia the charges of the Company falls 
‘with peculiar soverity upon Her Majesty's vessels employed in conveying troops to India, 
wie awe only within the last season commenced to use she Canal, 

fear P 











5, These ships are fitted only for the conveyance of carry 
cargo beyond the necessary baggage of the troopas =” “00PS #00 do not cary any 
5. The Conal Company, under their charter, claim the tight of levying, 
seo The vessels employe i conveying Her Majesty's troops to Lodi, whea measure 
iteorting tothe rytem adopted previous toduly et aid dues upon 2737 tons; der 
tho ne we that day they are called upon to pay on a gross tonuage of 
8. The average payment for trups conveyed at the rate of 10 
i syed at the rate of 10 francs a hea 
boon 404 per voyage! the deren in cigs theron wher eo tsh ben ae 
charge for towage, will be about BCOI, per voyage, and, ia the aggreeney the cnc 
onniderably exceed the cost of conveying, the troops by rail from Aleemmrig ty Suse = 
ut QaaMly Lords have not before thems a copy of the Charter of the Sucz Canal Company: 
Dut ffom the Articles printed at the bead of the regulations Yor lerying the tolls feced 
hy th Company i spears that among the Adie of the Charier ete los 
That the dues be collected without exception or favour from all shipas” = 
1 it for the special ight of passage through the Canal the maximum toll shall not 
‘exceed 10 francs per ton of capacity of vessels (* par tonneau de capac n 
fase 10 fn pe pacity of vessels (‘par tonneau de eapacité des natives") and 
10. It appears to my Lords that questi be raised 
vate vestions may be raised upon the terms of 
Articles, ad constroction given to them nt variance with the contention of the Suce Cant 
‘ompany, under which the recent alterations in the mode of levying their tolls have bec 
made such a4, Whether the charge for jmasengers should be it aldition to the toneace 
duos in the caso of veysels fitted only for the conveyance of passengers ; Whether thematic 
“tonneau de enpacité des ntires” include spaces oecupled by the enginen sad white 
cannot be ued for cargo ; and, further, Whether upon this coustruction the aie rule 
‘eavnaing cary see cover i, whether for cargo or forthe convening of pasenger, 
contained in the Merobant Shipping Acts of this couatey, and which have beet anton 
in the regulations of tho Company, ought to be adopted. eee 
Hi. As the questions involved must greatly concem the mercantile marine of th 
county. my Lond before ra : ith the Canal Company, wil 
be obliged if the Lords Commissioners for ‘Trade will favour then with any observations 
Which may ocourto ther, as throwing ight opon the subject. 
parva’ eating of ee of the tropahips fo whisk rfrence hax been made, willbe 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "ROBERT HALL. 


ee ee 
No, 93. 


Sir D. Lange to Barl Geaneille, (Received October 14.) 


My Lan, 21, Regent Street, London, October 
ComllAVNG received n cony of your Lonlabips letter from the Lic 
mmerce on the wubject of the raised tonnuge ‘dues through the Sues r 
trouble your Lordship toreply to my lotter of the Sth instant. ee 
T remain, &e, 
(Signed) ” DANIEL A, LANGE, 


aia 


a4. 


Earl Granville to Sir 1. Bhat. 
(No. 70. Commercial) 
Sir For 
habe Foreign Office, October 14, 187: 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 67, Commercial, of the 31st of August lst end 
sees ormspondence on the subject of tho Suez Canal Docs, T transmit 19 your 
Excellency, for your information, the accompanying. copies of despatches which ‘f hon, 
reccired fom Hie Majesty's Amnbanodr at Heli othe subject, Pacem "hick T have 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) “GRANVILLE, 


SSS eee 


0. 95. 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot. 


(8-71. Commercial) 
c Foreign Office, October 28, 1872. 
WITH reference to my despatch, No. 67, Commercial, of the Slat of Aogust last, I 
inclose, for your Excellency’s information, eopies of letters which have been addressed to 
the Board of Trade, by the Board of Admiralty and the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company, on the subject of the alteration in the tonnage dues levied by the 
Suez Canal Compan to request that you will inform me how this matter 
fow stands. 
Tam, Se. 
(Gigued) RANVILLE. 


No. 95. 
Mr. Plummer, Jun., to Earl Grancille-—(Reeeived October 25.) 
My Lord, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, October 22, 1872. 
REFERRING to the correspooilence that has already passed between this Chamber 
and your Lordship, relative to the Sucr Canal Dues, Lam requeated to inquire whether the 
eps referred to in your Lordship's letter of the 17th August, x about to bo taken hy 
Her Majesty's Government, have yet led to any decisive result, 
Tam also directed to inclose a copy of the offciat journal of the Svea Canal Company, 
called “Le Canal de Sues," ia which nppeat at length the pleadings of the Canal Con 
ny in the action brought ngainst them by the “ Messagerics Maritimes de France: and 1 
Re respectfully to draw your Lovdship's puriculse attention to the fact that the lettor 
written on the 31st July lot to this Chambar by Lord Boleld ts Urovght forwat! ns 
cvidence that Hee Majesty's Government concur in the construction put by the Canal 
Company on the wording of tho coxceasion though itis clenr, from the lettt tae 
Her Majesty's Government belioved the Canal Company hid adopted the same basis on 
amhich to charge their dare an that adopted by the Danubian Commission, namoly, the net 
Feiler tonnage 
Doubts hating, however, arisen vs to the views of Her Majesty's Government, 1 
respoctflly suggest that they should be removed by a wore decided expression of theit 
Opinion. "This tthe more desirable as there canbe to doubt thnt the courve pursued by 
the Canal Company han been materially infoenced by a letter to it from the Bond of 
‘Trade, which the Company affects to construe us an approval of Ite proposal to charge 
their ducs on the gross toanage of steamers 
But to show more fully that the opinions already expressed by thle 1, in 
) ip of the Sth of Juve fast, are. Yo ‘sory repel accra with 
exioting law tn directed to reer to. Blue Book published by the Board of 
Trade in 1867, entitled # Observations respecting the Admeasarement of Tonnage,” 
Tithe first section of chopter 1, which refers to the admeasuromeat ‘of tonnage of 
Brita ships, paragraphs 10 and’ 11 aro ax follow 
“Yo. elore quitting this part of the sul well to remember that, undoe the 
present aysters, n‘ton rogistor ia merely a unit of tneastiremont. It dooa not represent 
4 ton weight, bt simply and purely 100 ct fet of crying capacity ai Kach 
100 ‘cubie feet of space in a ship ix called m ton register, but K aight be called any. 
thing else. 

1. A convenient name was wanted to express the unit of measurement, and the 
ton" was ready at baad, and Ts always been sed in speakiag of the expucity of 
anche: 

Ta ection 8, which treats of “Allowances for Eagiverooms in Steamship 
graphs 32 and 33 are as follows — ; 
82. The first law for the admensurement of steamabips was the 50th Geo. TI, 


cop. 5. This admitted the principle of eugine-room deductions, Tt provided that in 
ascertaining the *teve toruage’ of any veel propelled by wien, tho length of he 


fengine-room shall be deducted from the length of the keel for tonnuge. ‘This Act, 
59th Geo. III, was an addition to the ‘Old Law” or * Builderw’ Measurement,’ 
the ‘New Law,’ 5th and Gth William LV, exp. 56, the principle of allowing deductions on 
account of engine-room space was confirmed. : 

It was provided by the now lew ‘that the tonnage due to the cubic contents of 
the engine-room sball be deducted from the total tonnage of the vessel, and that the 
remainder shall be deemed to be the true register tonnage of the said ship or’ wessel.""" 








Ir has been stated, both verbally and in writing (see paragraph 56 of the Bloe Book 
already named), that the British Legislature ‘never intended to allow any space for coals, 
but only for machinery and boilers.” But the same Blue Book, after showing (in paras 
Sraphs 87 and 58) “that the allowance (for engine-room) is, in theory a8 ia fact, nu 
allowance for fuel,” refers in paragraph 59 to the custom’ of other countries, aed 
particularly of France, on this point, as follows -— 

4.38) dn France, and_in other countries, the same principle is adopted, and is openly 
auserted. ‘The last Commission on Tonnage ia France distinetly accepts this fact as etucy, 
About which there is no doubt or question, and this has been accepted from the first in 
France.” f 

jon sat on this subject ia France in 1855, and in Appendix (0) of the Bloe 
Book referred to, extracts from the Report of this Commission are given, from which the 
follow lustrative of the principle recognized in Franc 
is Commission (1855) determined on the abandooment of the (Preach) rules for 
Tonnage measurement of 1887, and on the adoption of the priveiple of the English method 
Of 1854; that isto say, to take aa.» basis for the establishment of the tonnage measure= 
ment of vessels the exnct volume of the enpacities fitted to receive cargo, including poops: 
ound-houses, &c and other aecomory structures erected on the upper deck. And tally, 
With regard to steamers, they proposed to deduet from the gross tonnage (jauge brat) 
4s it has just been defined, the tonnage of the spaces oecupled by the machinery and the 
boilers, aé well ns by the nopply of fuel” 

Tn proof that the Canal Company did not, at the timo the concession wns granted, 
batiove tha it gave them the right to charge their dues on the welght-carrying capacity of 
the vessels using the Canal, 1 would refer your Lordship to an oficial Report, published by 
the Canal Company, of various public incetings held in England during the year 1857, st 
Which M. de Lesseps ond Mr. Lange solicited an expression of public opinion in favout of 
theie undertaking, In the Report of w mecting held at Birmingham on June Gth ia the 
Your referred to, the following question and answer appeart 

St Mr. Beeritto—Is there any dliference of charge nccording to whether a cango be coal 
oo tea # 

Mr. Lange-—Coal would pay the wt valuable cargo of tea or sugar ; 
but this would only affect. the treight, and, after all, the freight upon coal. snd ety 

cargoes does not differ no very inch the actual eargo has nothing to do with the 
that Is taxed, but tho registered tonnage. But there are 
would be reconsidered whee the Administration has beon formed.” 

pmooxe importance of this question to the shipowners of this country will be 

clear to your Lordship, from the fact that the amount of capital enbarked by the si 
owners of the Tyne in the construction of steamers specially designed for the Easter 
trades vid the Suez Canal, i+ to some millions of pounds sterling that the ship. 
Greners of other British ports have been equally enterprising ; and that all these large 
investments, from which chiedly the Suex Canal Company has derived the unexpected 
neue of success which hss as yet attended their enterprise, were unquestionably. made 
{a fall retinnco upon the Canal dues being permanently levied only on the not Register 

tonnnge, us was dowe by the Company up to the lat July last, 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) B, PLUMMER, Jun. Secretary. 


a ee 


No. 07, 
Viscount Enfield to Mr. Furrer, 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 28, 1872, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 26th of Augurt last and to’ previous 
correspondence, I am directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you a letter with ite 
inclosures, from the Newcastle ond Gateshead Chamber of Commerce, on the subject of the 
Increased tonnage dues leviod by the Suex Canal Company; and 1am to request that in 
luylog the samo before the Loris of ‘Trade, you will move theit Lordships to farour Lord 
Granville with such obvervations as they may have to offer erenpon. 
' am to add that Lord Granville has requested Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople to report to his Lordship how this question now stands, 
Tom, &e. 
(Sined) "ENFIELD. 


——S SS SS 


7 
No. 98, 
Sir A. Buchanan (o Karl Gromville,—(Received October 30.) 

No. 74. Commercial ks 
My Care Vienna, October 27, 1872. 

WITH reference to your Lordshipis Ciroular despatch of the ‘ith ultimo, inclosing 
to me the copy of an instriction addressed by your Lardship to Her Majesty's Ambassador 
at Constantinople, relative to the Suez Canal dues, I have tho honour to transmit herewith 
translation by Mr. Mounsey of a note which I have received from Count Andmssy, 
informing me that the Imperial and Royal Government is prepared to co-operate with Her 
‘Majesty's Government in endeavouring to obtain a solution of the points in question on 
the basis of that instruction, and that the Imperial Government will be glad to be made 
Aesunnted with the result of the step taken in this matter by Sir H. lt 

have, &e. 


(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 


Inclosure in No, 98. 
Baron Gagern to Sir A. Buchanan, 
Vienna, October 25, 1872. 
(Translation,) A , 

HIS Excellency Sir Andrew Buchanan had the goodness to communicate, eon- 
dearly, ine copy of a despatch addressed on the Mat of August by Enel Granvillo 
to Sir Henry Elliot, relative to the augmentation of the Suez Canal dues, which caine into 
force on the Ist July last, and proposing joint action at the Porte on the part of the 

wers interested in tl natier, 
- ‘After consultation with both Hilton at Comes Ln ap 
i Sir A, Buchanan that the Imperial and Royal Govern ¢ 
Comers Her Britannic Majesty in attempting to obtain a solution of this re 
‘on the basis of the answer given by Sir H. Elliot to the points in question, and that the 
Tmperial and Royal Government will learn with special interest the result of the steps 


ie Britial lor in Constantinople. .. 
we econ eae pega nes (Signed) GAGERN. 


No. 9. 


ir. Weat to Barl Granville —(Received October 30.) 

Sy tan “oma! Perle, Quaber 28,1872, 
: TH reference to your Lordships despatch, Commorcial, No, 205 of the 23rd o! 
July, ae Lad Eso! doxpatch to your Lordship, No. 457, Commercial, of the 1th of 
‘August Inst, T have the honour to inclose herewith printed copy of the legal Eos 
aad of the judereat given in the setion trough tthe Conpang of the 

times ngninst the Suex Canal Company before the Tribunal of 7 
Mosier Lordy wil perceive tht ihe Soee Canal Company ix ondetned to rofend 
to the Company of the Mesmgeries Maritimes the surtax imposed on their ships aince the 
Tat of Joly of tha year, with interest, and to poy al the expanse ofthe wat 
3 0 
Signed)” L, 8. SACKVILLE WEST. 


No. 100, 


Kart Granville to Sir H. BNiot, 
oe Spi Sommers) Foreign Office, November 5, 1872, 
5 \Wrrtt refrence to my despatch No, 67, dated the Slat of August lost, I transmit to 


ve jour Excell if stion, copies of a despatch and of its inclosure from. 
Ei Sataane sti athe propond operation of the Auto Hongatsg Gorse 
‘meat with that of Her Majesty, in the matter of the Suez Canal Bs Questo. 


(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


(ay Q 
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No. 101. 


Earl Granville to Sir H, Elliot. 


(80.74. Commercial) 
ee Foreign Office, Nocember 5, 1872. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 73, Commercial, ot te din eae bee 
Excellency’s information, a coy of a despatch from Mr. West, inclosing copy of the 
legal proceedings and of the judgment given inthe action brought by the Company of the 
“Messageries Maritimes” against the Suez Conal Company. z 
Tam, &e. 
(For Earl Granville), 
(Signed) ENFIELD. 


No. 102 
Viscount Enfield to Mr. Trevor, 

Sir, Ko Office, Nowember 5, 1872 
WITH reference to you letter of the 26th of Asjuot Lat tad io Doris toes pot 
donce on the subject of the Suez Canal Duce, Iam directed by Earl ‘deaavile to cst 
that i will state to the Lords of ‘Trade that his Los ip has received a de tch trou 

Her Majesty's Minister at Paris, reporting that the Tribunal of Commerce of rf 
has given Judgment in an action brought against the Canal Company by the Company of 
the “ Mosingerioy Maritimes,” arising out of the increased tonnage dice loved by the 
‘The Suet Canal Company is thereby condemaed to refund to the Company of the 

“ Messageries Maritimes," the surtax imposed on their whi r 
yen, with intrest, and to pay all the conte of the suit, Pe ace he it of Joly of thie 
Tam, &€. 
ENFIELD, 


No. 103, 


‘Sir H. Elliot to Earl Grancillem(Received November 9.) 


(89,74, Coomera) 
y Lon, 7 Therapia, October 30, 1872. 
‘4 COPY of your Lariahip’s Commercial despatch No. G7 of the Ist of August, 
mi oes Cau Dues, wax communicated to the Porte immediately upon is washing 
‘The various Administrative. changes that took place shortly afterwards prove 
Sultan's Government {rom coutiag tony decision upen the merits of the oy ag ead 
Pasha, two days ago, inforined. Mr. Piaoi that he proposed. addressing 
Powers, advocating, to.a certain extent, tho views Of the Company, while contesting ie 
right to raise th duos upon its owt authority, He interdad, at the ano thee, te 
Propose that a Conferonee shovld be assembled at Constantinople for the. purpose of 
‘xtablising the tonnage upon which the dace should be levied. 
efor taking tay stp, he wished 19 know my opinion. 
case! i! Hat K considered is Recoleney to have taken a perfectly correet view of the 
There wore two entirely distinct questivas to bo examined : the one retted 
Fight of the Company upon its own authority to alee dhe bans wpm winch the tee 
to bo levied, aw understood when it was sanctioned by the Porte; and the other was nc 
to the amount that it would be proper to permit the Company to impoxe upon shine 
pwasing the Canal, with respect to which the Ports ought to show itt irl daposed 
=e tm far anit could be vo without permitting the shipping intesta to be tow 
Lhe masimam of the ducs which might be levied is only limited : 
Firman, atl the Porte seems, therelire, fee 40 modify i as it thinks ft iy common nk 
the Viceroy and the Company, without reference to forcign Governments; but althert 
this right is, I imagine, incontestable, I greatly doubt the propriety of inereoshee ke 
tric recip by the machinery of « new mode of calculating the impecable tonsaaa® 


39) 


The advice, therfore, that I gave to Hall Pach was, that any concession that i 
granted to the Company should be made upon the basis of the official registered tonnage 
Ss at Sst applid, with the understanding that the amount ould be revised an intr- 
ational system of tonnage be subsequently agreed upon. 

Tess uncertainty will oe by sinply increasing the dues upon the registered 
tonnage than by adopting a new system, and the unfairness of charging both for the 

fand for the space that they occupy wil be avoided. 

If the Suez Canal Company be permitted to charge the dues upon the gross tonnage, 
‘we may, before Jong, see an attempt made to adopt the same system with regard to the 
lighthouse, sanitary, harbour, and other dues levied upon shipping; and your Lordship 
will, probably, consider that it may be better not to do anything calculated to. raise the 
auestion, if the jost expectations of the Canal Company can be staid without it. 

Wve, o- 
HENRY ELLIOT. 


Colonel Stanton to Earl Grancille—(Received November 11.) 


No. 45, Commercial,” 
Ny. Lon, Alrsandria, October 24, 1872. 


THAVE the honour to report that, in compliance with the instructions contained in 
your Lordsbip's Commercial despatch, No. 1Nof tho 10th instant, I have communicated to 
ihe Tgyptian Government a copy of your Lordships despatch to Sir Henry Eliot of the 
Bint last on the Suez Canal Question, and T have renewed to Her Majesty's 
Consul at Sex, and the Vice-Consul at Port Suid, the instructions given them by Inyelt 
in June last, that British shipmasters should be recommended to pay the new Canal dues 


‘only under protest, 


T have, &o. 
(Signed) EDWD, STANTON. 


No, 105. 
Mr. Plummer, Jun, to Mrs Kennedy.—(Received November 11) 


Neweastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce, 

‘Sir, Newoastle, October 30, 1872. 
REFERRING to tho conversation 1 had the pleasure of having with you, at tho time 
of the meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce nt Southampton, relative to the 
box to inolose you copy of # letter I have been directed to address to 
Earl Granville under date of the 22nd instant, You will see that reference is made to a 
previous letter of the Sth June, a copy of which also inelose for your information, I 
think you will see that the arguments brought forward in the first Jettor arv fully substan- 
tiated ‘by the official documents quoted in the latter, both os regards English and foreign 


tonnage. é 
once the letter of the 29nd inant was writen to Ea Grn the action bronght 
‘against the Canal Com the Messageries Maritimes Company joubt- 
eerste: teen ciel nging the Canal Company ia the Prench Cour, though there te 
tuo doubt they will carry the case to the higher Courts. This action having gono against 
the Canal Company, the moment seems favourable for diplomatic action to induco the 
tuncessioners (the Porte) to enforce the term of the coneesnon as conetrued by the Preach 


Court, 5, , 
“The subject is one of great snoment, and this Chamber is most anxious to have definite 


information on the subject. i 
I remain, &e. 
(Signed) B. PLUMMER, Jun., Sceretary, 








Mr. Plummer, Jun., to Earl Granville, 


iiss Newcastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce, 
, tle » October 
REFERRING to the correspondence that has airedy' oe fatness Chamber 
and your Lardbip relative to the Sucz Canal Dues I am fequested to inquire whether the 
‘taps referred to in your Lordship’s letter of the 17th Auguste aken 
Majesty's Government, ave peed loaty dacbirereat te ee 
n also direeted to inolose u evpy of the official journal of the Suex Canal 
led “Lo Canal do Suez" in which appear at length the pleadings of the cml oeey 
in tho aotion brought agaist. them by the Messageries Maritimes de Frances aoa 
respectfully to draw your Lordship's particular attention to the fact that the letter written 
‘on the 31st July last to this Chamber, by Lord Enfield, is brought forward as evidence that 
Her Majosty's Government concur in the construction put by the Canal Company on the 
Ging af the conceasion, though ie is clear from the letter itself that Her Majesty’ 
Government believed the Canal Company bad adopted the samo taxis on which to cha 
their dues as that adopted by the Danubian Commission, viz., the net rai i 
Doubts having, howover, 
respectfully suggest ‘that the ir 
‘opinion, "This ts the more desirable as there can be no doubt that the course pursued 
tbe Cana emma tas been materially induced by letter to it fom the Hoan of Trade 
ini ele fae '¥8 an opproval of its proposal to charge their duex 
jut to show moro fully that the opinions alread is 
letter to your Lordahip of the 6th of June leat arevin trey sean , eae 
Ssiting law and usage, Lam directed to refer to a Blue Book published by the Board of 
‘Trude fn, 1867, ented “Observations rejecting the Adweasuemeat of mi 
In the Ist section of chapter 1, which neasuremen 
Beihai mene (2 nd 1) bees lowes Pi aeaeed 
10. Before quitting this part of the aubject, (x is as well 
pron maton, 4 on vier ic erly aut of easarat Te des ee 
ton weight, but simply and purely 100 cubic fect of carrying capacity in a shin Each, 
100 cubie feet of apace in a ship is called a ton register, but ft might be ealled ‘anything 


se. 
“11. Aconvenient name was wanted to. express the unit of *ton" 
wos band, ad a alway bee usd a pein ofthe capacity of anpe 
whicl = ral i i pan 
out Gaal teats of “Allowances for Engine-room in'Steamshipa,’ fame 
"32, ‘The first law for the ndaensuremest of stearnabips was t 
‘admitted the principle of engine-room deductions, Worcriied, faire 
true tonnage’ of ony vessel roped by stein, the leogth of the ‘eugine-ro0s 
Hi be deducted from the length of the keel for tonoage, ‘This Act, 59 Geo. 1 
Milton ta the “Old Lave" or “ullders' Measurement” Under the “New Law," and 6 
' rt i accour 4 
oe ala Hi, the principle of allowing delictios oo account of enginesoom 
“30. It Was provided by tbe “New Law’ that the tonnage due t i 
Uf the eagine-vm shall be deducted. ftom tho total tonage of the vowel wot thar aes 
teminder shall be deemed to be the true register tonoage ef tho sald ahip of vecel 
1 hs been stated, both verbally and tn writing (ce 56 of the Blue Book 
Alec ned, that the Brita Loghtare never intended to allow any space foe cous 
but aly for wachinery and tiles But the same Tue Book, ater towing (i 
craps 97 and 98)“ that the allowance for engine-rom iin theory sia ict, a allowenge 
pi a proere rep 59 to the custom of other countries, and Ppatticularty of France, 
Franeo and in other countries the same principle is adopted, and ia opeaty 
he last Corptniasion, on Foonage in France etinetly accepts the te secich 


Aout whieh there is no doubt or question, and this has been accepted from the first in 


Book atytsion sat on this aubjct ia France in 1855, and in Appendix (0) of the Ble 


to, extmneta from the ais Ce 3 : 
flowing i tke wistratve othe Picci gael in Tae on Mae the 
‘Commission (1855) determined on the skandonment of the French rules for 


a 


47, and on the adoption of the principle of the English method 
oad en ee agree 
rola be ties fitted Lo receive cargo, including poops, rour 
ee ey ne , Sr caael on the upper deck. And, finally, pret 
veto eieatners, they proposed to deduct from the gross tonnage, * jauge brute, it 
just been defied, the tonnage of the spaces occupied by the machinery and the boilers, as 
he supply of fuel.” " Fi 
re oy oar (hut the Canal Company did not, at the time the concession was granted: 
believe that it gave thom tbe right to charge their dues on he eight c 
vessels ui Canal, T would refer your Lordship to al report, p 
the pes i of various public mestogs held in nghod ding thé yur 1887 of 
i Ohad Me. Lange solicited on expression of public opinion in favour of 
Ree eis isibe pon ‘of u meeting beld at Birmingham on June 6, in the 
refer fhe following question and answer appear:— 
eee eer ne iy thore any diference of charge according {0 whether a cargo be con! 
ee of tea oF sugar; 
a. ye.—Coal would ‘the same as the most vuluable cargo of i 
but Ry ane flect the fret, ‘and, after a, the Sedat ope coal ad very eaable 
oe does not differ so very much—the actoal cargo has Pcie ae 
i i Thandize that is taxed, but the registered tonnage. But 
vruleh would fhe recoasdecnd ‘when the Administration had been stormed.” ae 
“The immense importance of this question to the shipowners of this country will b 
clear to your Lordalip from tho feet that the amount of capital embarke Z ee 
SHipowness of the ‘Tyne in the construction of steamers specially, devignod for the 
site trndes, vid the Suc Canal, amounts to rome millions of pounds sterling 
tint the shipowners of othee Brith ports ave been equal, a and that 
all these large investmente—from whict iy the Su i the 
cl ‘hich bas, aa yet. attended their entorprise—were und 
a ee fal reliance upon the Catal dacs big permaetly level only on the 


ett register tonnage, ax was done by the Company up es At July Inst, 
(Signed) |B. PLUMMER, Jun., Secretary, 


—_—_— 


tonnage measurement 
of 1854, that is to say, 


Inclosure 2 In No. 105. 
Mr, Plummer, Jun. to Barl Granville. 


Neweastle and Geleient een of Commerce, 
June 8, 2. 
wees i this Charnber has bad ite 
pectfully to inform your Lordship that. this Chara 
attentch drama to the elkraton proposed by the Bo Canal Company of i, on 
which they levy the Canal dues on vessels using ‘anal. Since 
oot = z tine preveot tne, the Canal Company have levied their maximise vane of 
10 fe, per ton oa the net register tonaaes shown by the Ragitee netstat 
. sncahips, by. the British * measure _ recently 
eney Toalaated et ae har the Ist of July next, this due of 10 fr, will on the gross 
eginter ‘of much vessels, 
ig NE of Tamer eet apy by eset of 
the whole holl of the vessel, inclusive of the space occupied by the muehiverys St om 
Det register tonnage representa tho spice actually available for carey. TF wil be seit 
therefore, that the eargo-carrying eapacity of a steamship ean only De Heiter a 
wer reelster tonnage, and the invariable practice is to change dock and harbour dues on the 
“tiles tant ribet the proposed: change ta he, bai on which thee edie wre 
otee increase of about 59 per cent, or, i qual 
ie, on the average, equal to ap increase of al 
to adue of 15 ff. 60 ¢. per ton on the net register tonnage, ee ca 
‘Lam directed to bring these fiots ander Tee Lordship otic, boouse itis the 
of is Chamber that the terms ‘the concessior i oC 
a bed hae rghts, d0.n5t admit of their adopting the course they Dropotes nd 
Seonla your Lordship concer in this view, H have to request respectfully Ubat the influence 
af Her Majesty's Government maybe exerted to prevent the ralsiog of the Canal duex 
beyond the aa stipulated in the concession, : 
(ear 
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‘The Grd sub-section of Article 17 of the concess y ighness Said 
Pacha to the Canal Company is as follows :— 

ne te pas excéder, pout le droit spécial de navigation, le chifre maximum de 10 fr. 

lo capacité des navires et par téte de passaer,” 
nt of the dues charzeable is limited by this clause to 10 fe. per ton of 
only ta sant this Chamber contends that, as here employed, eapecite isa term applicable 
detined den that & ton of capacity sw ton of measurement’ ro, a eee well 
fllined and, universally-recognized quantity of space nvallaic es cargo. On the other 
Hand the Canal Company say they are about to adopt the gross register tonnage of 
thn the nar ees 08 which to charge their dues, bectuse it spproxiscies mec ‘Beary 
than the net register tonnage to the weight-earrying powes af tn steamer, 2 
This Chamber is of opinion that, by the terms Wits conecia ie Canal Company 
ing whatover to do with the weight a vessel caries, but hus fo peat with the 
tO space expressed by so-called: tous of measurement aed te ihe adoption of 
ge by tees eae, ns, the basin for levying dacs, alforethe: 
Of meine cube by the express terms of their covcestion or by the velvet, Practice 

of muitime nations 

For the solution of the question—what is a ton of capacity ? this Chamber confidently 
refers to tho Merchant Shipping Act, IS54, which delet ico bees cublo feet of much 
Paces of ot can aralable for the transport of cargo. It umy alno be sent io the 
Pree a} Gil other maritime nations, where the ton ia used ne the onic of ‘measurement, 
venta! in principle with the Heitish system of measurements we ee the tonnage of 
Vessels, whether measured by iti i rytem, ‘would, bat for the small 

from the di oent, he the same. 

j* ie Amount of copital bas been: Invested. in steam:alope, burt secially for the 
Ghat trade sins ls opening, The subject is therefore nec ut great importance, and this 
Chaauber trusts it will recive your Lordship's early attention: 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) B, PLUMMER, Jan., Secretary, 


P.S.—Sinco the above was written, 1 letter from the “Times! Constantinople corre- 
fpondont on. this subject has been toticed ia’ the "Times of yesterday. 1 am 
OF he Chalets tha, tometer with.» Report. taken from the samo foyer at a specch 
of the Chairman of the Pouinsulae aad! Oricutal Stoum Navigation Company. 

BP. 


Exenscrs vou “Trans” or June 7.—Oue ("Times") correspondent writes, under 
tate the 25th of May :—"The Suex Canal Company has decided oe hears after the 
des of July sex ships passing through the Canal sball pay 10 fr per ton upon their 

re ag, tp be calculated according to the English method of wearuremeey cnt in 

Knglind. Considering the British shipy lies seven-tenths of the navigation 
Gf Ghe Canal, we are oaturally most interested fa, sscertaiaing how trate ‘Company's 
decision is consistent with ita rights and thove of commerce na sccored by tho terms of its 
concession, ‘The reasons why tho Cor wpany abandons the prevent system of levying the 
tha pon the registered tonnage designated by the sbip's papers are thet ie ‘opposition to 
the stipulations contained in the concession, same ships are thereby made to pay more 
than otheev of the same butden, and that the Company ls also» lover, inasmuch ws the 
Trial tonnage is always below the real one. Soir the Compeny i ‘unquestionably right, 
‘The measurement of ships varies in every country, and their tonnage differs uccordive to 
their outionalty. “Consequently, under the present system, two ships of tho same burthen, 
but under different thags, do not pay alike in the Canals and thee Company does not eh 
agen the real sepount of goods ‘which shipa can or do curry. Aguincos ene iat feel 
flied to find fault with the Company for eboosing the English sede ot measurement 
for the purposes of tho tax. ‘This mode has been adopted. by the European Commission 
4 the Danube, and it serves us equitably as possible: the intencats of all Parties concerned. 
Hut whore ane must disagree with the Contpany is when it msette the right of charging 
ships upon theie gross tonnage. Here it obvioualy lowes sight of all principles. governing 
moritime taxes, ax well as of the terms of its own conceaion, is, indeed, the first 
time that iti fo @ tax that portion of a steam-ship's tonnage which 
devoted to hee machinery and fuel and a simple reference to Articy tio the Con. 
{pession sullices to show that the special navigation fee which the Company is nuthorized to 
crys nat exeeeding 10 fr. per ton, is only applicable to the tonnage mecha for cargo, 
ix therefore to be expected that the decision taken by the Company will be resi ; 
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tions to the Porte 

i ; he Taian Government has made representations to the Porte 

“raping ge Satay loge ieee Company re Afterall: the 
ition ‘raloed. So. Sa) the To Company itself, fo 030 ; 

Seen Neue ue Betty tnercessent oo i on its part. BY at once adopting 


i on, it ably kept 
it is entitled to levy under the concession, it has pro t 
es aviine otha Coral itis savewnr Hinks ion if amore healers ad een 
pursi her. impositc shipping might have no other effet 
Feeding tho Carl pcp, aot cateit artiabe tor iltery ianaports, Tay 
flso add that a year tg0 the Company sought for and obtained from the Forte poner to 
increase, provisionally, the passage dues by 1 ff. por ton, on the alleged round that it 
ould thereby easily raise a Joan of which it is much in’ want. ‘This uabortmtion baa 
Bot yet boon tppled. Does the Campany reser giving it fect ual ate te present 
ant to increase the reveane of tho Canal by over ascaalg tho tonnage Lal 
Ita cise feeder ck Oriental Sts m Nepal Ca oy manag 
Repos fal eeting of the Company, hel 
moder tole pg einen ‘hey had ot alluded to the Suoe Cana 
Tho Directors ada adopted the Canal when the sould o wo fot the advantage of 
Hy 2 tar % increased ; 

. . ing through the Canal had been S 
tee ee eer 
Kee pan paces can ws tie Couey Soeelielpmeoe Paseengry, the. charge 
became’ very henry on the’ Company's tessla If they wave to send bei hips through 
son of conveyance ores Was ory ObCOOL SEINE, bet the tar ri id te 

e wetland was from 65,0001. to 85,000, id 
Suen Canal the cot would be 140,000,” He though thee shou be tome consideration 
Ge tse Dados of lacgd coropany, 40% they did not propose to pay that penalty.” 


No, 106, 
Mr. Trecor to Viscount Enfieldi=—(Recvived November 12.) 


1 1872. 
i Board of Trade, Waitehatl Gardens, November 11, 
as 1 AM directed by the Board of “Veds to acknowledge the receipt of your later of 
the 5th instant, with reference to former correspondence on the salient of the ve Canal 
dues, stating that Karl Granville bad received a despatch from Her 3 jes Miniter fn 
Paris, reporting that the Tribunal. of Gomes of tet eptal is Bre ene 
rs ue So ia an action ut the Company 
Gongety ofthe Menges Ltlacs, ardag cet ofthe Rersaied tonnage dies otek 
ve Haun o Tr i Gi to cause them to be 
= yest that you will move Earl Granville to ; 
fariabed wih oa aaah covet tae fodroums ati lara af Court be 


i i judginent. 
Informal ony tps whic may be ake to apes! asin the edge 
(Signed) C, CECIL TREVOR, 


No. 107. 

Earl Granville to Lord Lyons. 

No. 256, Commercial) erties. 

g ae 

1 Th i ndence I tmasmit. to your Excellency, for your 

denalioc; ten ncouplavog copy ata cana som He Agearre Ambani at 
Constantingple,© reporting x conversation which his Exeelloney had held with 

‘on the subject of the Suez Canal dues. oa 


Ke. 
(Signet) ""” “GRanvitie, 
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No. 108. 
Viscount Enfield to Lord Lyons. 


Foreign Office, November 16, 1872. 

LORD ENFIELD presents his compliments to Lord Lyons, and bas the honour, by 

Ear! Grail’ direction, to request that your Excellency willbe to good as to transint to 

his Lordship a further copy of the judgment of the Tribunal of Commerce in the uction 

brought by the Messageries Maritimes against the Suez Canal Company, which formed the 
inclosure of Mr, West's No. 37, Commercial, of the 28th ultimo, 


No. 109, 
Mr. Farrer to Viscount Enfield —(Received November 19.) 


b Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, November 18, 1872. 

LAM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
28th ultimo, tennsenitting w letter with its inclosure, from the Newenstle and Gateshead 
Elamter of Comers, on the wutjct of the incensed tonnage dues levied by the Suex 
Canal Company, and stating that Karl Granville has requested Her Majesty's Ambassador 
at Constantinople to report to his Lordship how this question stands. 

Jn compliance with Earl Granville’s: request to be favoured with the views of this 
Board upon the subj ter of the letter fom the Chamber of Commerce and the copy 
of the "Bulletin Décadaire” which accompanied it, 1 um to offer the following observations, 

In the first place it appears to be a very serious question whether the French Courts 

wliction to settle the question conoerning the meuning of the concession whioh is 
alse in the ction between the “ Momageries Maritimes de France” and the Suez Canal 
‘ompony. 

The Turkish and ptian Governments will, probably, not admit the right of any 

French Court finally erie that question, and it seems very doubsfol whether Hex 


Sir, 


eaty's Goverument onght to adit oy wach right 
‘Tho French Courts ay posbly, with prope, exercise thoi juisiction gaint 
nit 


the Company as a French Company, but other nations can searcely admit the right of the 
Company to have any quertion concerning dues or otherwise Which may arise. between 
their shipowners and the Company decided in French Courts. 

‘To admit this would be to adioit that the Canal is, for the purposes of jurisdiction, 
French, and not Egyptian, position which is denied by the lagypilan Government, aad 
Which cats hardly be admitted by other Governments. 

‘What is tho exact effect of the judgment in the French Court of First Instance is not 
jiuite clear on the face of the present papers, viz. whethor it has been decided that ton” 
in the concession means “ Freneh ton" or “register ton” of each nation: nor can it be 
known what will be the ultimate result of the action uatil the appeal is heard. 

In the meantime it will bo for Kath Granville’ consideration whether it is desirable to 

aay ofl I notice of the Proceedings of the Freneh Courts. 

here is another point in the correspondence which appears to deserve: immediate 
attention and on pitts Earl Granville will probably th it desirable to give some 
explanation, 

In the letter from the Chamber of Commerce reference is made to letter from the 
Board of Trude to the Suez Canal Company, approving of the principle of “gross tonnage,” 
and further reference i made to an offical eiter from Lont Eotleld of the ‘Sist July. 
Both there lotters are relied on by the Company in theie publications and pleadings; both 
of them to be open to inisinterpretation, and the construction put on them by the 
Company is not eoosiatent with the more deliberate views of Her Majesty's Government 
‘au explained in recent correspondence, 

Kt scems to be desirable that tho shipowners should understand what has really been 
the action of the Department in the matter, and also that the Company should not be 
lowed to use the correspondence for purposes at variance with the real itentions of Her 
Majesty's Government. 

As regards Lord Enficld’s letter it is to be observed that it would, probably, have been 
couched in very different terms if the Forvign Office bad then been awure that “ grose 
tonnage” is. no longer “gross tonnage” when engine room space is deducted, and that 
neither the Danube Commission nor the Suez Canal Cotpany are, so fur as Her Majesty's 
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Government are aware, as a matter of fact, employing “gross tonnage” with the 
“deduction of engine room space” us their standard for determining tolls, 

‘The Danube Commision were, at any mts at the tine when Colonel Stokes left it 
‘charging upon the gross tonnage, without deduction of engine room; and the Suez Canal 
Company are either charging upon the gross tonnage witheut delusion of engine oom, cr 
are charging according to some totally different standard. 

Ie will be for the Foreign Office to consider whether, under these circumstances, any 
and what explanation should be given of this letter. 

As regards the letter from the Boand of Trade relative to "gross tonnage," I am to 
inclose copy of letter which the Board of ‘Trude have written to the Leith Chamber of 
Commerce, and to suggest that the observations and explanations contained in that letter 
should also be communicated to the Neweastle and Gateshead Chamber. 

‘Tho Board of Trade would also submit, for Earl Granville consideration, whether, in 
replying to tho letter of the Chamber of Commerce, it might not be desirable to give some 
intimation concerning the communi 1 With the concurrence of the Bourd of 
‘Trade, have since ben made to forcign Governments on this subject. 

‘Tho incloxures which accompanied your letter We fs requested. 

‘The Board of Trade request that the Fervign Office will inform them what ateps are 
taken upon the present occasion, and also that they will inform them whether the draft 
letter, nx prepared at the Foreign Ofice and altered by the Board of Trade, was sent os 
proposed in your letter of the 16th August Jast, ices 

have, Se. 


(Signed) "P.M, FARRER, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 109, 
M. de Lassepe to Mr, Fortescue, 


M. le Ministre, Paris, le 27 Mars, 1872, 
‘AT Fhoieur de taanete A vole Exealince sous eo pu eopis del dion 
par le Conseil d'Adiicistration de la Compagnie Universele da Cana) Martins de 
Boce, tata sa sdance da 4 Mara, 1972 ot gol termine le mode de porcption des droite 
de transit qui’ sem appliqué, dater du | Juille prochain, aux navires passant Ye Conal 
de Suez. 

En exéeution de cette décision, dont les considérants éoumérent lex motith, Ia taxe 
de 10 francs. par tonne, prévue dans nos actes de concession, acrn porgut, a dater da 
1 Juillot, 1872, eur le tonnage brat des navires, nnesurés suivant In méthode Anglaise. Les 
navies Anh eeu ql ayyarticnnent a eatin apt uopé Te mode do mesarge 
Anglais, portent sur leurs popiers do dord Ia double indication de leur tonnage net 
(osister tonnage) ot de Kear tonnage brut (gros tonnage), , s 

Les navires qui se présenterout pour passct le Canal de Sucx A paetir du 1 Juillet 
prochain, et qui ne seraient pas manis de papiere offclels portant cette double indication, 
Eeront, aux termes de Ia décsion priv, jauses par les agents de Ia Compagnie, en. Beypte, 
“d'apréa la role actuellement en dsage on Angleterre poor mesurer, les navires 
charges” § 4). Sel F 

‘Cette opécution entrainers nécessairemont, pour les navires qui dovront Ia aubir, une 
perte de temps que Yotr Gouvernement pout leur éviter, soit en ordannant, sur Tes 

piers do bond officiel, Pinscription du tonnage brut, soit en faisant connaitre & la 
Eotapegnic fo quantum de ln rdduction employd pour Oéfuie a tonnage net da tonni 
brut” Danse promi oon, les agvcts, on Kaypie, perceralentle droit de tranait dapets 
Finction du tonnage bot prt su ee papery ofl dtu rarend su tone 
Anglais; dans le sccond oat, ccs mbmes agents percerralent ce droit sur Ia base du 
tonnage officiel net, augmenté du quantum résultant de Youre communication et dgalement 
mene an tonnase Anglais 

Votre Excellence voudra bien porter son attention sur Importance de Ia réponse que 
je lu pri de nous faire parvenir, h Paris, cu temps utile afin quiaucune difflcalté ne puisse 
‘ire recontede & Port Said ou & Suez par les navires Anglais appelés & passer Io Canal, 

veal es 
tat le President, 
(Sgn) CH.'AIME DE LESSEPs, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 109. 
Mr. Gray to Mz de Leesepa 


Sir, Bord of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, April 8, 1872. 

1 AM ditected by the Board of Trude t0 acknowledge the receipt of your letfer of the 

th ultimo, inclosing copy of a resolution passed by the Council in accordance with which 

tho dues on vessels passing through the Suez Canal will, on and after the Ist July next, be 

Jovied on the gross toonnse of the vessels as calovlated by the British method of 
admeasurement, 

In reply, the Boart of Trade desire me to inclose a speciinen of the Beitish certificate 
of registry, and to state that, in necordance with this resolution, the tonnage on which dues 
will be pd is that cyaeked With a cross. 

Tum to add that the Board of Trade aro glad to find that the Company have come to 
this devision as the Board believe that the principal of charging dues on the gross tonnage 
of all ships is correct 


Tamm, &e. 
(Signed) THOMAS GRAY. 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 100, 
Mr. Farrer to the Secretary to the Leith Chamber of Commerce. 


Sin, Boarit of Traite, Whitehell Gardens, November 18, 1872. 

1 AM dirgeted by the Board of Trade to acknowledze the rveeipt of your letter of the 
Sth Instant, referring to the recont Judgment of the ‘Tribunal of Commerce in Paris, in 
the sult mised there by the Mestagerios Maritimes de France against the Suez Canal 
Company in which, after ndverting to certain expressions contained in» document iarued 
by the Canal Company and entitled " Bulletin Decadaire de la Compagnie Universelle da 
Conal Maritime de Suez," you desire on behalf of the Leith Chamber of Commerce to be 
fornishesl with w copy of thie communication alleged to have been made by the Bourd of 
‘Trade to the Ganal Company. 

In complianes with your request, T incloso a copy of the correspondence referred to, 
‘and, in addition, beg that you will Iny’the following observations befure the Leith Chamber 
of Commere 

‘The Chamber will observe that M. de Lesteps’ letter stated that the dues on vesscls 
passing through the Suce Canal were, on anil after the Int of July, to be levied on the 
‘grog tounge“ of the vessels, ax determined by the British method of adeasurement, 
‘The Chamber will also observe that the reply to this letter contained passage which was 
couched in the following terms :— 

Tan to add that the Board aro glad to find that the Company have come to this 
Alecixion, as the Board beliove that the principle of charging dues on the gross tonnage of 
all ship nthe passage te wo doubt, the pamge which iv Unt relied 08 by 
M, de Lossops and the Company as the ground for the statements which you quote, 

‘The Board of Trudy are glad to have this oppurtunity of expressing that their letter 
of tho Sth of April was written upon imperfeet information, that it was inadvertently sont 
from the office, nid that i¢ was couched in terms which are to be regretted since they have 
Ted M. do Lessep and the Canal Company to attribute to the Hoard of Trade opinions 
Which, as is shown by their subsequent aetion, they do not entertain, 

Te will bo observed thats whilst the letter from the Board of Trade expressed an 
opinion in favour of grows tonnage -as the fulrest standard of taxation in such cases as the 
Suet Canal, an opinion which they have long entertained and still entertain, it does not 
directly expres any opinion on the nctual question now at issue in the French Courts, 
vir.:=What is the meaning of the concession made by the Rgyptian Government to the 
Company, of on the further question whether, supposing “gros tonnage” to bo adopted 
as n standart 10 france per ton ix, oF is not, having regard to the interests of shipowners 
And of Canal shareholders, a larger maximum toll than the juatice of the ease requires, 

And if any inforence can be drawn from the terms of that letter to justify the state 
ments which you quote, viz.—" Il (he. the President of the Board of Trade) félicita 
M, Ferdinaed de Leeseps do In mosuro prise, la considerint comme juste, exacte, correcta," 
and again, " Les protensions des mowazeries sont done en contmdiction . .'. avec le 
Miniatdro du Commerce Anglais,” the Board of Trude desire me to state empbatically that 
that inference i renlly inconsistent with the opinions they have throughout entertained, 
‘and on which they have acted. 
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Lam further to inform the Chamber that the Board of Trade have, since the dato of 
that letter, reecived further information which leads them to doubt whether the English 
{B08 tonnage is really the standard which the Caual Company have adopted, wid they 

We, in, concert with the Foreign Office, tuken steps to ascertain what is the exact moasure 
of taxation which the Company are endeavouring to adopt and on what ground it is based. 
In this correspondence Her Majesty’s Government have protested against the right of the 
Company to place their own construction on their coucession, and have reserved to them 
selves entire liberty to take such steps as may appear desirable and pructicable on th 
part for doing justice to British shipowners, and for reconciling their interests with the just 
claims of the Canal sbarcholders. 

Tai, 6. 
(Signed) " ‘T. H. FARRER. 


No. 110. 


Mr, Farrer to Viscount Enfield.—(Received November 19.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Waitchall Gardens, November 19, 1872. 
1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
14th instant, transmitting a despatch from Her Majesty's Ambasador at Coustantinople, 
ting a conversation which his Excellency had held with Halil Pasha on the subject of 
the Suez Canal dues, 

‘The Board of Trude observe in the derpatch in question it is stated that Halil Pasha 
had informed M, Pisani that he proposed addressing  Citcalar to the Powers, advocatius, 
to a certain extent, the views of the Sucz Canal Company, while contesting Its right to 
alse the dues upon its own authority, and also that Halil Paiha intended at the same time 
to propose that a Conference should bo amembled at Constantingple for the purpose of 
‘establishing the tonnage upon which the dues should be lovied, 

Tt appears to this Board that the proposal to have a Conference upon the tonnage 
‘question is one well desorving the attention of Her Majesty’s Government, 

But it appears also to this Hoard that the advice which Sir 11. G. Kiliot states ho hus 
given with respect to registered nnd gross toonage is open to serious obscrvation, 

‘To adopt registered tonnage as the basis of taxation and to raise the amount of the 
tax i, to say the least, a mensure of extremely doubtfal policy, Even as between difforent 
British ships the registerod tonnage admits of great inequalities aod evasions; and the 

stored official tonnazo of esol nation ean never afford a fair standard as between the 
ships of different natious. 

Tt has been already shown that ships, on being transferred from the Preach to the 
English register, and being charged on the officinl registered tonnaye, in both eases ware 

ged much les na French ships than they had been charge x Engllah ship, 
The figures are given below. 

For these reasons, wh eady been stated at length in the correspondence js 
the cose of the Danube, the Board of Trade are of oplaion that Sir H. Eilat should be 
Instructed not to urge the opinions which he has expressed in favour of registene tonhige 
‘on the Turkish Government, but should leave the point to be fully considered by the 
proposed Conferesce, at which Eagland should bo represented by some ono who fully 
“understands the whole question, 

‘The inclosure which accompanied your letter is returned as requested. 

T have, &e, 
(Siened) H. FARRER. 


Frosh 
Wogisiered Toneage 

o7h 

908 
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No, 111. 
Lord Lyons to Viscount Enfield.—(Received November 20.) 


Paris, November 19, 1872. 

LORD LYONS presents his compliments to Lord Enfield, and has the honour to 

transinit herewith the further copy of the judgment of the Tribunel of Commerce in the 

‘ction brought by the Messageries Maritimes against the Suez Canal Company, which is 

asked for in his Lordship's note of the 16th instant, and which formed the inclosure of 
Mr. West's No. 37, Commercial, of the 28th ultimo, 


No, 112, 
Mr. Farrer to Viscount Enfield. —(Received November 20.) 


Sir, Board of Trode, Whitehall Gardens, November 19, 1872. 

WITH reference to the lelter from this Department of the L1th ultimo, on the 
subject of the Suca Canal Dues, transmitting copy of a letter received from the Peninsular 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, dated the 10th of September, and also a letter 
received from the Lords Commisionera of the Admiralty, dated the 4th of October, L am 
directed by the Board of Trude to inclose copy of « further Jetter from the Pevineular and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, dated the 14th instant, together with the pamphlet 
by which it was accompanied, 

In laying this lottor before Karl Granville, I am to request that his Lordship's attention 
may be directed to the passage from M. Lange's speech at Birmingham, which will be 
found on pages 16 and 17 of the pampblet, in which M. Lauge is reported to have used 
‘an expression which must have led Euglish shipowners to believe that the Company 
Intended to levy duos on the registered tonnage. 

‘Tho Board of ‘Trade desire to bring this case to the notice of Earl Granville, in order 
to show that the case stated against the Company by the Peninsular and Oriental Company 
requites enreful consideration ; but without prejudice to what they, the Board of Trade, 
have stated in theie letter of to-day's date concerning the superiority of gross to registered 
tonnage as @ standard of taxation 

T have, ko, 
(Signed) "TH, FARRER, 


Jnclosure in No. 112. 
Mr, Bethune to Mr. Farrer, 


Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
Sir, London, November 14, 1979 = 

L HAVE now the honour to ncknowledlge the reovipt of your letter of the 14th ultimo, 
inquiring what evidence the Company ean produce in support of the statement contained 
in my provious letter, that the recent action of the Suez Canal in shifting the tonnage 
rates fiom the nett to the gross regi t variance with the inducements held out by 
M. do Lessops to the abipping interests of this country to embark capital in atoamors adapted 
for Canal navigat 

In reply, I am desired to atate that the remark in question not only referred to the 
personal negotiations between M. de Lessops and the Directors of this Company, but to 
certain statements made by M. de Lessops or other representatives of the Suez Canal 
Company at various tines fn England, and to the procedure ndopted by the Canal Company 
in levying tolls ut frst, and for upwards of two years. 

The Directors of this Company wero anxious to procure some satisfactory reports 
upon the second of these points, namely, tho statement pat forward publicly by 
M. de Lesscps in England, and hence the delay in replying to your letter, 1 have now to 
Inclose n pamphlet containing the ease presented by the Messageries Maritimes ¢. The 

Company in the adtion before the Tribunal of Commerce of the Seine. This 
pamphlet at pages 15-17, refers to the arguments vsed by M. de Lesseps to demonstrate 
the economy to bo etfected by the Suex Canal before several Chambers of Commerce in 
England, and the views thus expressed fully bear out tho assertion that the Canal Company 
never contemplated charging skips otherwhe than by the nett register tonnage Te a 
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unnecessary to inform you that the Tribunal of the Seine has given judgment in favour of 
the Messageries Maritimes in their action to recover dues overcharged by being levied 
upon the gross instead of the nett register. 

‘As regards this Company, M. de Lessops and the other representatives of the Canal 
have natarally endeavoured to prove the saperoity of the Canal over the rly for 
working y's business through Egypt. The communications which have passed 
Tenens Bao toc al ud not orton ortho whole tenor of these Sommesiceons, 
and of the arguments used by the Canal authorities, bore out the idea that the charge then 
in force upon the nett tonnage would be the extreme charge. So much were the Directore 
of this Company imprested with this conviction that, in constructing steamers intended 
forthe conveyance of malls and pasiengers through the Canal, the question of gros 
toumage was not considered in that light, Had it been so, the steamers then built, and 
growing venly 4,000 tone rginter, would bare boon diferent constructed 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "A. M, BETHUNE, Secretary. 


No, 13, 


Colonel Stanton to Karl Grancille,—(Reevived November 26.) 


(No. 47, Commercial) 
My Lond, Alesandria, November 7, 1872. 

T HAVE the honoor to forward herewith to your Lordship a statement showing the 
traffic of the Suez Canal during the month of October Inst, from which it appears that 
‘eighty vessels of total tonnage of 138,576 tons rough the Canal during the 
month, and that the total receipts amennted to 1.402000 tt. OF the ighty vossels that 
pased through the Canal no lees than sixty were Tivitish ; but this number includes the 
Admiralty tugs stationed at Suex for the Todian transport service, which hitherto have not 
‘been included in the Returns, no charge having previously been made by the Company on 
thei accounts and at these tags have made sx trips through the Canal during the mont 
it will be necessary for purpose of comparison with the traffic of previous months to 
deduct this somber from the total of weasels pasting Ubrough the Canal, whi 
reduced to seventy-four, being an increaso of four over the number of vessels in the month 
of September, but in comparison with the Return for the month of Octobor last year, a 
decrease in the puimiber of vessels from seventy-nine to neventy-four, 

It may, perhaps, be interesting to your Lordship if I added that the Canot charges on 
the three Todian transports which have passed through the Canal daring the month, vir 
the " Jamas,” the “ Serupis,” and the Euphrates,” and their attendant tugs, amount to 
204,878 fr, the number of troops conveyed by these transports having been 412, an 
average charge of nearly 60 fr. per head. 

1 have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Inclosure in No. 113. 


‘Tenorax Statement showing the Traffic of the Suez Canal Company during the 
‘Month of October, 1872. 
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No, 114. 
Sir H. Eltiot to Earl Grancille—{Received November 27,) 


(No.78. Commercial 
My Lord, Therapia, Nocembef 13, 1872. 

MY Commercial despatch, No. 74 of the 30th altimo, which will, by this time, be in 
your Lordship's hands, conveyed the information ealled for by your despatch No. Th, 
‘hich has since reached me, upon the position of the question of the Sucz Canal Dues. 

Since it was written, however, M. Lesseps hs arrived here to plead in person at the 
Porte the cause of the Canal Company, and M. Girette has come as representing the 
1, Mestauerics Maritimes” of France, to support the interests of that Company in opposition 
to him, 

1 have hod somo conversation with Halil Pasha, after M. Lessepe tnd had an 
interview with him, ia which he denied the competency of the French ‘Tribunal to deal 
With the question of dues, and consented to give a written declaration that the Company 
Would submit to the decision which might be come to by the Porte, both as regards the 
question of tonnage atid that of the dues hereafter to be levied, The Company was, be 
said, Egyptian, and therefore subject to the jurisdiction of local tribunals i 

Halil Pasha was well satisfied with this submission to the authority of the Porte, and 
While adhering to hi inviting » Cooferenice foe t 

f nent of the ships, considers the 1 
portance, that the Company ought to be libetlly dealt with inthe rate of dues 
wspon. 

1 asked hu whether he recognized that the additional dues charged since the Ist of 
July were legal, to which he replied, most unquestionably not, for he held them to be 
altogether illegal, 

‘To my next inqulty, whether he proposed to insist that they should be returned to 
thove from whom they had heen taken, he replied that he was most anxious to avold doing 
1, os it would indict » heavy blow oa the Company, which could ill afford it, 

Tromarked that his answer to my fire question bad made such payment indispensable, 
When it wos once admitted that the exten dues, paid under protest since the Ist of July, 
‘had been illegally exacted, their repayment seemed to be w matter of course, about which 
no discussion Wax possible. 

‘The proposed repudiation by M, Lasseps of the eompetoace of the French ‘Tribupals 
was, In tny opinion, open to much suspicion; for the Company refi receive the 

of the cupticins ugainat the extra change wiles they were seat through the French 
‘onsolate, nnd a clearer aswertion that the Company was under French jurisdiction could 
not well be made, 

In addition to this, in recent letter to Nubar Pusha, M. Lesseps had. maintained 

though by the terms of the Firman the Company was to be ute to the ool 
tribunals, that expression applied ak much to the Consular as to the national Courts, and 
that the French Consulate was the one before which tho Company was answerable, 

lt was, therefore, as essential that M. Leseps should repudiate the jurisdiction of the 
French Consulate as that of the Tribunal of the Seine 

With rogant to any increase of the tariff’ which tho Porte 

ranetion, I hoped Halil Pasha would not too easily accept M. 
ealoulations of the amount that it would be peoper to consent to, 
Canal wis, no doubt, @ matter of public importance and ought to be ibetully provided for, 
but I hoped the Parte would also be of opinion that the shipping and commercial interests 
‘lesorved as much considerution as the sharehioklers, who had invested their money in what 
thoy expocted fo be & profitable speculation at the tariff origi 

Lanst of all would it be justifiable to 
to moet the requirements af the extravagnnt od 
thei, 
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No. 115. 
Sir H. Eliot to Earl Grenville (Received December 3.) 


No. $0, Commercial.) Ef 
Sy tor, Therapia, November 1, 1872. 
"WITH reference to my despatch No. 78 of the 18th instant, upon the application 
made by M. Lesseps to the Porte respecting the Suex Canal Dues, 1 have the honour to 
inelose a copy of the letter addressed by him’ to Halil Pasha, of ‘bis Exccllency’s reply, 
and of an instrvetion sent by him to the Ottoman Ambassador it Paris, formally protesting 
against the competence of the French Tribunals ia respect to claims against the Canal 
Company. which, as an Egyptinn Company, is subject to the laws of the Empire. 

M. Lesseps letter, although repudiating: the competence of the Tribunal of the Seine, 

does not : h he was willing to recognize the authority. 

Wh ‘usha that M. Leweps had lately maintained the Company 

to be within the jurisdiction of the French Consulate in Alexundsia, which he termed 1 
local tribunal, his Excelleney thanked me for having made known to him the eireum- 

nee, with whieh he was nut previously acquainted, upon which be should require some 
distinct assurance, 

T learn, this evening, that o clea? understanding has beon. come to between the 
linister and M. Lesseps, that the Company. is amenable not to the Conmuler, but to the 
‘ational ‘Tribunals 

T have, &o. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Tnclowure 1 in No. 115, 
M, de Lesweps to Khalil Pusha. 


M. le Ministre, Constantinople, le 9 Novembre, 1872. 

JTAT Phonneur de remettre a votre Eveetlence ta copie d'un jugement prononod te 
28 Octobre dernier par le Tribanal de Commerce de la Seine, auquel la ‘Compagnie des 
Messngerics Maritimes Frangaises as demandé d'interpréter an Article de I'Acte de 
Concesiou done le & Jnvier, 1856, & la Compagnie Universelio da Canal de Suee 
confirné par Firan de Sa Majeaté Impériale le Sultan. 
se yaa ee ee | 
Commerce de la Seine, a6n de mettre A couvert twa rosponmbilitd A I'égurd du Gouvetne- 
‘ment Ottoman et do coustater des droits, une déolaration tondant & déctiner Ia compétence 
du Tribunal de Paris. L’interpritation de l'Acte do Concession étant essonticllement du 
rewort du Gouvernement autour de la concession, il ne pouvait d'auoune manidre 
appartenir A un tribunal étranger. f : 

Eon Altesse le Khédive «'Exypte, auquel je communiquai le document, me fit 
connalire par tGégraphe, dont copie est cijointe, quo soa opinion. était coaforine a tia 
Aéclaration du 20 Septembre, mais qu'une catento avec Constantinople était néoessaire 
avant do la formuler. 

Je me suis cmpressé dinterjeter appel du jugement du Tribanal de Commerce de la 
Seine aupris de In Cour Supéricare, devant Inguelle jo vuis me préventer renouvelant ma 
dclaration d'incompétence afin de faire anouler Ye jagement da premier ressort, 

Eo conséquence je prie votre Excellence de we mettre en mesure de m'appuyer sur In 

protestation de la Sublime Porte en faveur de ta déclaration de la Compagnie du ‘Canal de 
Bae, doat le sigge local ext Alexandre, 


‘Quust aux fonds du proces soulevé par la Compagnie des Messagorios Maritimes 
Prancaises, la Compagnie du Canal de Suez sera toujours préte A donner & Ja Sublime 
Porte tons les renseignements nécessaires sur los droits que l'on prétend contestor et sen 
rapportera a la décision qui sera rendue par le Gouvernement de Empire Ottoman, 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Bigné)' F. DE LESSEPS, 








Inclosure 2 in No. 115. 
Khalil Pasha to M. de Leseeps. 


M. le Président, Constantinople, le 15 Novembre, 1872. 
J'AT reca Ia lettre que vous miaves fait Yhonneur de t'adresser sous la, date du 
$ courant, pour me demander d'appuyer Is Compagnie Universelle da Canal Maritime de 
Suez par une protestation du Gouvernement Impérial contre Ia compétence du Tribuoal 
de Commerce de la Seine pour interpréter I’Acte de Concession du 5 Janvier, 1856. Vous 
ime déclurex en méme texnps qoe la Compagnie est préte & justier In modification apportde 
dat Ia base spéciale de navigatiog, et qu'elle s’en rapportera A la décision du Gorreme, 
ment Impérial. Votre demande saccorde Fautant plus avec les vues du Gouvernement 
Trmpérial que la Compagnie Univervlic du Canal Maritime de Suez, dont Te size principal 
fattoave dtabli A Alexandrio, est Rgyptienne, et comme telle soumise aux lois et usages de 

Epi 
Jo m'empresse done, en prenunt ncte de votre déclaration susmentionnée, de vous 
nte copie de la déptche que je viens d'éerire A TAmbossadeur de Sa 
Paris, pour dtre communiquée & M.le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres 
ance, et eontsnant Ia protestation du Gouvernement Lmapéil contre In compétence que 
Feat atteibudo to Tribunal de Commerce de la Seine dans le procts intenté par lee nase 
Maritimes Frangaises a la Compagule du Canal. 
Agréet, &e. 
(Signd) KHALIL. 
——————— 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 115. 
Khalil Pasha to Servet Effendi. 


Constantinople, te 15 Novembre, 18; 

JAI regu la dépéche que votre Excellence a bien voulu miadromer, pour ine 
communiquer le jagoment prononed par te Tribunal de Commerce de Ia Seine lo 26 Octobre 
dlernior, dans une quostion dinterprétation d'une elause de I"Acte de Concession ddlly 
5 Octobre, 1856,a ls Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez.  L'interprétation 
do cet Acte de Concession ext essenticllement du resort du Gouvernement auteur de la 

jon, ot no peut d'aueune maniére appartenie A un tribunal étranger, 

Dinutre part, la Compagnie Universello da Canal Maritiae de Sues, dont e siége 
Privcipal se trouve éablid Alexandte, eat Kgypticnne, et comme tlle soumise aux lols et 
‘wages de l'Empire. 

Le Gouvernement. Impérial est done en droit de protester, comme il. proteste par Ia 
présente dépéehe, contre la competence qui s'est attribuée le Tribunal de Commerce de la 
Seine, ot cot effet je pris votre Excellence de 1 commuaiquer & non Excellence le 
Miniato dew Affaires Etrangiros de France, et de Iui en laisser copie 

Veuillez, &c. 
{Signg) KHALIL. 
————— 


No, 116, 


Earl Grancille (9 Lord Lyons, 
(No. 264. Coummereial,) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, December 6, 1872. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 256 Commercial, of the U5th ultimo, f inclose, 
for your Excellency’s information, copies of n further despateh and of its inclosures from 
Sir H. Eliot rolutive to the Saea Canal dues* 
Lam, te 
(Por Earl Granville), 
(Signed) ENFIELD. 


ES EEE 


# Ne. 100 


No. 117, 
Earl Granville to Sir H, Elliot, 


(No. 77. Commercial 


Si Forsign Office, December 6, 1872, 


B approval of the language held. by you to 
I HAVE to convey to your Excellency my approva  angunge Held y you to 
bn with regard to M. de Lesseps’ communications to the Po Bo aatct of 

Het Pae ell Dues as reported in your Excelleneys despatch No, 78, Commerc 


the 13th ultimo. ae 


(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


Earl Graneille to Sir H. Eiltiot. 


(No. 78. Commercial.) Foreign Offer Deeb 6,387 : 
‘ LHAVE had under my consideration, in com cation with ie z 3 re myect 
Brcelleneys despatch No. 74, Coratnercia, of the 30th of October lat, on the subject 
se or Coal day and {ov have to reese at you wll af the Government 
Of the Porte that Her Majesty's Government are prepared to take part a Conference of 
the maritime Powers rote te quo, ae ring bout eon 
Ot ata art Conemaivn, aswell ws to. the Was upon which the tonnage measure 
ment adopted by 1 me ¢ established. 
meat adopted by the Company is to Ue et consent of Her Majesty's Government to this 
Hest be undertones the reservation. tat tho conclusions at which the 


Powers, and shall have been accepted by them, 
: Tpon learning from your Excellency the re Pi 
Porte, fn regard to the propoyed Conference, 1 will addre 


the subject 


arrangement 


of your communications with the 
dress a further despatch to you on 


Tam, Se. 
(Signed) GRANVILA 
ee 


No. 119, 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Blliot, 
(No, 79. Commercial, Confidential.) Foreign Office, Decent 6, ww 
510 ULTHt reference to my despatch No, , Commercial, of this data, 1 inclove, fo 


of correspondence with the Newoastle and Gntesh yew 
Excelence fafrmation. cit the Boat of Trade, on the sujext of the Svcz Canal 


Tom, 8 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


SS 
No, 121 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Parrer 
Forcign Office, December 6, 187: 


ration your letters dated respectively 
"to the question of the Suez Canal 


SY EARL GRANVILLE has had vader his consideration 
the 18th an Oth ultimo, with their inclosures, relativ eran cuiraction 
rected. by his Lordship to transmit to you of ab instruction 
sch ap Wo ade to Sie Henry Elio, with reference tothe discussion of the 
Mhole question of the Canal Dues by a Conference at. Constuntinop 
4 Non. 27, 110,11, 11%, and 134. 3 


221) 





Powers interested therein ; and Tam to request that you will move the Lords of Trade to 
favour Lord Granville with such observations as they may have to offer ion : 
With respect to that part of your letter of the [9th ultimo, which tiers to the 
expediency of Si H, Elliot abstaining, in bis communications with the Turkish Gores 
tment fom expressing any opinion in regand to the question of rezistered or gross tonnage, 
‘um to inform vou that Sranville will communicate to his Excel Views 0 
the Board of ‘Trade on this point. ete. oes ee 
-As regards, also, the suggestion contained in the same letter that this country should 
be represented at the proposed Conference by souse‘one who understands the whole quetion 
Gf tonaage measurement, Fm to state that Lord Granville would be glad to receto fon 
the Boord of Trade the bare of any gentleman who would, ia their Londship' opinion 
possess the required ications for representing Great ‘Britain in the event of the 
Conference taking place [oe en 
fam, & 
(Signed) TENTERDEN, 


CC 


No, 122 


Lord Tenterden to Me, Furrer, 


WITH reforence to my letter of this date, rospectia of the Saex Canal 
on bya Gna Consumo cng eso fhe Sen Canal 
you, for the information of the Lords of Trade teh from Sie Hoary Elliot report 
4 conversation betwoen his Excelleney aod Halil in regarding the status of the Canal 
Company the juratiton ofthe Port rogaed thervto being admitted by Mf, de Loweps,® 
tm to add that Sir H, Elliot's lan Uupon this occasion has beet 
Lord Granville. ee et ne nee nea 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘TENTERDEN, 


—————— ee 


No, 123. 
Me Plummer, Jun. to Earl Granville—(Received December 7.) 


Neweastte and Gateshead Chamber af Commerce, 

‘My cot ee the leter T bad the bed Ctl, Becember 8, 1872, 5 
tI ING to the lotter | had the honour of addressing to ur Lordshi 
ead ea ee ae 
the Suez Canal Company respecting their dues, I beg now to inform your Lordship, that 
this subject will como on for conriderntion at’ w meeting of this Chanb ton Thursday 
ext; and I will esteom it w fhvour if in the meantime, your Lordship can aflord me = 
{information as to the present position of this question ; alvo what Is likely to be done, and 
hates We action e ae lajosty's: eos formerly referred to, is likely to lead to 

‘any satifketory results by restraining the Canal Company from puracieg ther ou 
arate ares 'y i pany from pursuing the arbitrary course 

T have, &o, 
(Signed) » PLUMMER, Jun, Seeretary. 


ee 


No, 12 
Lord Tenterden to Mr, Plummer, Jun. 


Sir, Foreign Offer, December 7, 1879 
EAILL GRANVILLE bus had uniter his considertion, If coumee wiihe 

Hants of ‘Trades Your leer, with its closure of the 220d of October last, respecting the 

iperease in the tonnage dues levied by the Suex Caual Company; and Lam dineteg tere 

Lordship to state to. you, for the information of the Newenstle and Gateshead Chamnber of 

Ganueres, tht Her Majesty's Government have now under their coonderstion « prea 

on the part of the Government of the Porte, that the question of the Suce Carol ect 

#014 


should be considered by a Conference at Constantinople of the maritime Powers interested 
therci 
With respect to that portion of your letter which refers to a communication purport- 
ing to have ee between the Board of Trade, and the Suez Canal Cosmet a 
suggest that the Chambers should address themselves direct to the Board of ‘Trade for 
‘such explanations as they may desire to receive on this point. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) NTERDEN. 


125. 
Mr. Farrer to Lord Tenterden.—{Receivedt December 14.) 


Sir, Boord of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, December 13, 1872. 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trude to hcknowledge your letter of the 6th instant, 
stating that Earl Granville hax had under his consideration the recent letters, and. theit 
inclosures, from this Department, relative to the question of tho Suex Canal dues, and 
transmitting the draft of an instruction which he proposes to address to Sir Henry Elliot, 
with reference to the discussion of tho whole question of the Catal dues, by a Conference 
‘at Constantinople of the maritime Powors iatorested therein. 

With regard to your request that Earl Granville may be favoured with tho obscevne 
tions of this Board upon the proposed instruction, Cam to state that the Board of "Trade 
entirely concur in the terms of the instruction, and have no amendments of alterations in 
‘it to supa. 

With regant to the desire of Earl Granville to be furnished with the nume of any 
gentleman who would, in the opinion of this Board, posscss the requisite qualifications for 
Tepresenting Great Britain in the event of the Conference taking place, Lam to state that 
the Board of Trade consider that Colonel Stokes, R.E.O.15., would, both from the successful 
and able manner in which he represented this ‘country on. the Danube Commistion, and 
frow his great experience and knowledge of the subject-matter of the present seston, be 
the proper person to undertake the responsible and delicate duties which will fall upon the 
members of the Conference. 

‘The Board are in communication with Colonel Stokes, and on hearing from him, will 
report further to the Seoretary of State. 

have, &e. 
igued) TH. FARRER, 


No. 126. 
Lord Tenterden to Mr, J. C. Vivian, 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 14, 1872. 

1 AM directed by Earl Gmunyille to state to you that Her Majesty's Government havo 
it in contemplation to appoint a Commissioner to represont this country at a Conference 
of the maritime Powers, which it is proposed to hold at Constantinople, to consider certain 
important questions connected with the Suez Canal Company, and that his Lordship is of 
‘oploion that Colonel Stokes, GB who was recently employed on the Danube Navigution 
Commission, would be the person best qualified to fill the post in questi 

Lond Granville understands that Colonel Stokes is at present on duty with the corps 
of Royal Engineers, and 1 am accordingly to request that you will move Mr. Secretary 
Cardwell to inform his Lordship whether thero would be any objection to granting that 
officer the necessary leave of abscnco in order that he might attend the proposed 


Commision at Coostantinople. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "TENTERDEN. 








No. 127, 
Earl Grenville to Count de Bylanit. 
Foreign Office, December 17, 1872. 


he honour to inform you that, in consequence of an opinion expressed by 
the Government of the Porte to the effect that the several questions connected with the 
Suez Crnal Company, which have for some time past occupied the attention of the 
maritime Powers would be best dealt with by a Conference of those Powers at 
Constantinople, Her Majesty's Ambassador at that capital has been requested to inform 
the Porte that Her Majesty's Government are prepared to take part in a Conference of the 
maritime Powors interested in the question with a view to bringing about an agreement as 
tw the nature and extent of the dues to be levied by the Suez Canal Company under. the 
ters of the Act of Concession, as well as to the basis upon whieh the tonnage measurement 
adopted by the Company is to be established 
The Turkish Government have, at the 
consent of Her Majesty's Government to t accompanied by the reser- 
vation that the conclusions at which the Conference ive aball not become operative 
uuntil they have been referred to all the Powers, and sball have beun accepted by them. 
am, Se. 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE. 


nS 


No, 128. 
Mr. Matheson, Jun., to Viscount Enfield. —(Reccived December 19.) 


Chamber of Commerce ond Manufacturce, Glasgow, 
My Lord, December 17, 1872. 

1 HIAD the honour of addressing you on this subject on 14th August last with 
reference to the interpretation put by the Canal Company on the words “tonneau de 
ccapacité dex naviros” in the concession. Since then, the opinion proviously given by 
Her Majesty's law advisers bas beea coutirmed by a decision of the French Cour 
suit at the instance of tho Messageries Lmpériales against the Canal Company in Parise It 
is now stated that the Government of Turkey have ruled that they alone have the right to 
construe the terms of the concession, 

Vor the information of this Chataber would you be 80 good as inform me whether this 
situation of the matter his been under tho consideration of Her Majeaty's Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, and whot, if any, steps hive been taken in the interests of the shipowners 
of this country, who have invested an enormous capital in ships specially adapted to the 
now route to the Rast, 

T have, &o, 
(Sizned) J, MATHESON, Jun, Prevident, 


——— 


No. 129, 
Cirentar addressed to Her Mojeaty's Representatives. 


Sit, Porrign Office, December 19, 1872. 
WITH reference to my devpateh, marked Circular, Commercial, of the 4th of 
September fast, incloring copy of an instruction to Her Majenty’s Ambassador ot Coustate 
tinople on the aubjeet of the Suex Canal dues, I have to state to you, for the information 
of the Government to which you nre accredited, that, ia consequence of ao opinion expressed 
by the Government of the Porte that the questions connected with the Canal ducs would 
be best dealt with by « Conference of tho maritime Powers at Constantinople, I have 
instruoted Sir H. Elliot to inform the Porte that Her Majesty's Government are pre 
to take part in a Conference of the maritime Powers interested In the question, with a 
view to. brioging about an agreement nx to the nature and extent of the dues to be levied 
by the Sues Canal Company under the terms of the Act of Concession, as well as to the 
‘basis upon whioh the tonnage measurement adopted by the Company is to be established. 
‘The Turkish Government have, at the same time, been given to understand that the 
consent of Her Majesty's Government to this arrangement is accompanied by the 


Teservation that the conclusions at which the Conference may arrive shall not become 
Gperative until they have been referved to all the powers, and shull huve been accepted by 
them. 
Tam, &e. 
For Farl Granville, 
(Signed) ENFIELD. 


a 


No. 130. 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot. 
(No. 81. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 24, 1872. 

COUNT BEUST inquired a few days ago whether Her Majesty's Government, having 
accepted the proposal for a Conference at Constantinople on the Suez Canal Question, 
intended to insist upon the repayment with interest of the increased dues levied by the 
Company since the Ist of July last, and paid under protest, it biog the intention of the 
Austro-Hungarian Governmont to follow the course adopted by Her Majesty's Government 
in the Conference. 

Four Bxceleney reported in your deapatch No, 278, Commercial, ofthe 13th ultino, 
that, in tho course of a conversation with Halil Pasha, you bad expressed your opinion that, 
awwuming trom Halil Pasha's own admissions that the extra dues imposed by the Suez 
nal Compang wee ileal the wus xo paid by shipsoasters under protest ought t0 be 
refunded to them; and your language on that occasion has already been approved. I have 


now to state to ‘your Excellency that, on the meeting of the Confororce, the Brtiwh 


Commissioner will bo instructed to support the claim put forward by yoo for the repayment 
with interest of such docs as shall bo shows to have bewn iMegally levied by te Canal 
Company since the Ist of July last. 
Lam, &o, 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


— 


No. 131, 
Lord Lyons to Barl Granville —(Received December 25,) 


(No. 628. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, December 23, 1872, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Loniship that 1 have this day addressed note to 
the French Government in the terms of your Lordahip's despatch Circular, Commercial, 
of the 19th ‘8 Conference to be held at Constantinople on the subject of 
the Sucz Canal, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) "LYONS, 


ee 


No. 132, 
Lord Odo Russell to Bart Granville—(Reeeived December 80.) 


(No. 89. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Berlin, December 27, 1872, 

1 HAVE informed Mere Von Balan, ia obedience to your Lordship's Cireular, 
Commereial, of the 19th inst Her Majesty's Government were prepared to take 
Part in a Conference at Constantinople with n view to bringing about sn agrocment 
respecting the dues to be levied by the Suez Canal Company. 

Herr Von Balan thanked me for this communication, and said he would inquire and 
fet mo Know whether the German Government had. yet been invited #0 take part in it, 
or not. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) "ODO RUSSELL. 


a 








78 
No. 133. 
Sir H, Eltiot to Earl Granville (Received December 31.) 


(No. 92 Commercial.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December 19, 1872. 

THE inclosed letter from M. Lesseps having been published by the local papers here, 
1 have inquired whether he was correct in the assertion that, at an audience recently: 
granted him by the Sultan, His Majesty had declared his determination to insure to the 
shareholders of the Suez Canal, who had carried out a wark profitable to the Ottoman 
Enupire and to the eivilized world, a fair remuneration for the capital they had invested. 

Upon M. Pisani making the inquiry of Halil Pasha, his Excelleney said that he had 
not been present at M. Lessops’ audience, but he seat for the First Dragoman of the Divan, 
who had imterpreted on the occasion, and, making him read the letter, asked him if the 
statements it contained were correct. 

Saddullah Bey replied without hesitation that the declaration attyibuted to the Sultan 
‘was pure fiction, the Sultan baving done nothing more than complimont the Company or 
the successful accomplishment of an arduous tash 

Halil Pasha consequently authorized mo to give an unqualified contradiction to the 
statement contained in M. Lesseps’ letter. 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Taclowure in No. 133, 
Newspaper Betract, 


M. DE LESSEPS vient d'adremer | ciroulaire suivante aux correspondants de la 
Compagnie -— 


“M, , eorrespondant de la Compagnie & : 


“Mons h Paris, le 27 Novembre, 1872. 
“Jo crois devoir, dts mon retour d Paris, donner & nox conasociés, et par votre 
entromiee, quelques renseignements sur mon voyage & Conatantinople. 

Par son Jugement Ja26 Octobre, le Tribunal de Commerce de la Seine sétant 


reconnn le droit, malgré notre déclaration, d'interpréter en faveur des Messagerics 
Maritimes I'Acte souverain de Concession au nom duquel notre entreprise a été constitué, 
Jo Conscil d'Admniniatration empresa d'interjeter appel bce jugement, et je me rendis & 
Constantinople pendant que M. C, Aimé do Lewseps, Vice Président do la Compagnie, se 
rendait auprts de Son Alteae le Khédive, an Cairo. 

Pou de jours aprés mon arrivée & Constantinople, la Porte Ottomane adrewa A son 
Ambassadeur td Pasis, en réponse A In communication qui lui avait été faite par son 


Excellence Server Preha du. jusen nat de Commerco de la Seine, uno 
protestation i les droite de In souvervineté territoriale, protestation qui devait dtre 
nise dM de Rémusat, Ministre dos Affaires Etrangires trans, 

Une copie autheutique de cette protestation m 

“En m'ccordant Ia faveur d'une audience particoliére, Sa Majest# Impériale le 
Sultan voulut (émoigner de sa bienvelllance pour Ventreprise du Canal de Saez. Dans 
‘etto entrevue, Sa Hautesse a daigné me donner, d'une fagon toute spéciale, des marques 
riitérées do cutte bienveitlance et do sa ‘volonté d'assurer sux actionnaires de la 
Compagnie la justo rémundration dex capitaux engagés, ces actlonnaires ayant accompli 
ravee succts une cuvre utile A l'Empire Ottomane et sla civilisation universell.” 

Le jugement du 26 Octobro étant frappé d'un appel appuyé par une protestation 
du Gouvernement auteur de In concession, vous comprendrez, Monsieur, la reserve qui 
teat imposée. Mais j'ai pensé que ces courtes explications, destinges & coofirmer mon 
1Aggramme du 19 Novembre, répondaicnt & des demandes Winformations qui m’ont éé 
airesaées par quelques nctionnaires. 

* Veuillez, Sc, 


~ Le Président-Directear, 
(Signé) “F, DE LESSEPS.” 


79 
No. 134, 
Lord Lyons to Earl Grancille (Received January 1, 1873.) 


3 544. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, December 31, 1872. 

‘M. DELESSEPS called upon me yesterday, and asked me to bey yout Lordship not to 
Fic the Port to take any stops respecting the Suez Canal tls until be Mawel sbould 

wwe returned to Constantinople. He said that he was only waiting until Madame de 
Lesseps, who had been recently brought to bed of a daughter, should be well enough to 
go with him, and that he oped to be able fo set out about the 15th of next month, 

MM. de Lesseps appeared to apprehend that measures which might be taken at this 
momeat by the Porte might have an unfavourable effect upon the appeal of the Canal 
Company against the decision given by the Tribunal of Commeree of the Seine in favour 
of the Messazeries Maritimes. He said that be expected that the appeal would bo heard 
by the Superior Court on the 25th of next month, but that he did not intend to put off 
his own departure for Constantinople on account of it. 

M. de Lesseps did not say precisely what were the steps on the part of the Porte of 
which he was afraid. He may, perhaps, ear that the Turkish Government may put a stop 
at once to the exaction of the new tolls which it appears 10 consider illegal, whereas he 
naturally desires to maintain the present state of things in which those tolls are paid, 
though under protest, pending the decision of the proposed Commission at Constantinople, 

‘all events, he begsed me to imprese partiolanly ujon your Lordekip his assurance that 
tho now tolls were, notwithstanding the decision of the Tribunal of Commerce, still in thot 
paid by the Messageries Maritimes, under protest, 

Finally, M de Lewseps spoke of the Jeoree of tho 2ith of this month, which enacts 
that the tonnage of French ships shall, from the Ist of June next, be measured according 
to the method used in England, in virtue of the Act of 1834. Ho affirmed, if I under- 
stood him right, that the term “tonneau de eapacité,” used in the Concession to the Suez 
Canal Company, was equivalent to tho English expression gross tonnage. 

He did not speak of the question of the pretensions of the French Consulate at 
‘Alexandria to jurisdiction in tatters concerning the Canal Compony. 

T did not enter into an argument with M. de Lesseps upon auy of the topics which he 
mentioned, 

‘The Decree respecting the measurement of the tonnage of French ships to which he 
referred, was trated to your Lordship with my Commercial despatct No. 289 of the 
QKth instant, and 1 inclose two more copies herewith, 

TL huve, &o. 
(Signed) "LYONS, 


189 
Mr. Sutherland to Lord Tenterden.—(Recelved January 1.) 


Peninrular ond Oriental Steam Nevigation Company, 
My Lond, Offices, 122, Leadenhall Street, Lonion, January Xy 1873. 
REFERRING to one interview yesterday, I now beg to hand you copies of out eters 
addressed to the Board of Trade in exp ‘of the position of this Company (and, to 
a certain extent, of the shipping interests of Great Heitain) towards the Suez Canal, 
Tour Lordship will perceive thot the drectrs of this Company conceive that the 
Suez Canal Company have committed a breach of fhith by levying their does upon the 
instead of, ws hitherto, upon the net register tonnige of steamers; that this proce- 
juro is at variance with a common-sense interpretation of the concession held by the Capat 
Company from the Egyptian Government, and that it bears with special onfhimness. upon 
steamers designed, ax those of this Company are, for mail and passenger services. 
‘Nevertheless, the Sucz Canal must be regarded as having practically superseded the 
Ezyptian Railway for commercial purposes, and this Company will be compelled to adopt 
it for their general service at a very early date. " 
Under these circumstances, my object in calling upon you yesterday, and in. now 
availing of your sumgestion to make a written commusication, is respectfully to inquire if 
any measures are likely to be adogted by Her Majesty's Government to protect the shipping 
interests of the country against this imposition on the part of the Suez Canal Company 
(the unfairness of which hus also been demoustrated by a recent decision in the French 
Courts), and if such measures are likely to commence at an early date. 








50 


1 beg you will be good enough to make it clear to Lord Granville that the directors 
Pitts Company would not have ventared to intrude this inquiry But for the very iappors 
fant stake which the Company have in question, and also that the directors hove, teow 
deferring their negotiations with the Canal Compeny from menth tc ‘month, in the hope of 
hearing that some action bad been practically determined upon. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) T. M. SUTHERLAND. 


at 


No. 136, 
Measra, Currie and Co. to Earl Granwille-—(Received January 4.) 


My Lord, 3 and 4, Fenchurch Street, London, January 3, 1873. 

ma tre angely interested, ns owners of stoam-ships trading: between this, country 
and Coloutta vik the Sues Canal, in the question of th fl mode of levying the Canal 
Reoate fake the liberty to ask you if your Lordship wil infor as whether Her Majesty's 
Ambossndor at Constantinople will be instructed at the forthcoming Tntemuiocal 
{Conference to support the right claimed by the English shipowners to have’ the Cnral teas 
Kevied on the lelish inet rexister tonnage, instead of on the gross reglater tonnage, 
' erroneously collected by the Suez Canal Company, 

We ‘beg leave to protest ia the most emphatic terms against the view expressed 
by the Boned of Tiade that the prose register tonnage should be adopted in the measure- 
nent of steamers, It is the wniversal custorn in all English ports to change duce on the 

: © gross tonnage. 

‘very elfort to carry the fixed opision of the Department, that the 
from tonnage should bo, the basis, in the Merchant Shipping Act during two sessions: bot 
have not yat suecceded in obtaining any support; and. in the steps they hove tana 
reann to the Canal dues they are now injuring the very interests they should seek ta 


protect. 
Wo have, &. 
(Signed), DONALD CURRIE & Co. 


re 


No. 187, 


Sir A. Paget to Barl Granvilte,—(Received January 5, 1873.) 


(No, 108. Commercial) 
My Lond, Roma December 31, 1872, 
N elnledeing the receipt of your Lordship's despatch, 

the 19th of December, 1 have the honour to state that I! have 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, in your Lordsbip's instructions, that Her 

Majesty's Governuient ate prepared to take art ia'a Couference of the martiine Powers 
x ew to bringing about ap agreement as to the nature and extent 

by the Suez Canal 


Sir C. Wyhe to Barl Granvitle—(Received December 31-) 


No. 24. Commerciah) 
ty Lord, Copenhagen, December 31, 1873, 

IN complinace with the jostructions contained in your Lordship's Circular 

toarked Commercial, of the 10th of this month, 1 have informed the Danish Government 

OF Aue conditions on which that of Her Majesty wil consent to take purt in the Cocoon 

vereay ty the Government of the Porte, of the maritime Powers interested te ake 

Questions connected with the Suez Canal dues, with a view of bringing about an agreement 

fs ot the nature and extent of the ducs to be levied by the Sues Company under the 


terms of the Act of Concession, as well as to the basis upon which the tonnage measure- 
ment adopted by that Company is to be abl 
have, ke. 
(Signed) CHARLES LENNOX WYKE. 


eS 


fo. 13! 
Sir A. Buchanan to Earl Granville —(Receined January 6.) 


(No.1. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Vienna, January 2, 1873, 
HAVE had the honour to recelve your A-ordship's Commercial despatch, Circular, 
of the 10th ultimo, acquainting me with Your having instructed Sir Henry Elliot to inform 
the Porte that Her Majesty's Government are Drepared (o take part fn a Conference of the 
‘maritime Powers to be held at Constantinople, with a view to bringing about an agreement 
as to the nature and extent of the dues to be levied by the Suez Canal Company under 
the terms of the Act of Concession, a8 well as to tho laws upon which the tonnage 
‘measurement adopted by the Company is to be established, = 
1 have read your Lordship's despatch to Count Andrasry, and, nt hie request, I left it 
with him for his guidance in drawing up similar instructions which he intends to addres 

to the Austro-Hungarian Minister at Constantinople. 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN, 


—————— Ee 


No, 140, 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Matheson, Jun. 


Sir, Foreign Offer, January 7, 1873. 

1 AM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter of the 
17th ultimo, addressed to Lord Enfield, relative to the increase in the tonnage ducs Invied 
by the Suez Canal Company ; and 1 am in reply to stato to you, forthe information of the 
Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, that Her Majesty's Governtont have expressed their 
oncurredee in 8 proposal on the part of the Goverament of the Porte that the question of 
the Canal dacs should be considered by 4 Conlerenes mt Constantinople of the maritime 
Powers interested 

Tam, de. 
(Signed) "TENTERDEN. 


ee 


No. 141. 


Eorl Granville to Sir H. Eliot, 

2 Commercial.) 

Foreign Office, January 8, 1878, 

1 ENCLOSE, for your Excellency's information, copy of letter fram the Peninvular 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company,* inclosing duplicates of letters addressed to the 
Board ef Trade opis of which were locioed in my pach No, 78, Commercial, ofthe 
‘Sth ultimo, relative to the question of the Suez Canal luce. 

Tako inclose a copy e the reply which I have caused to be returned to the above 
commuanication.¢ 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


ee 


No. 142, 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Sutherland, 


Sis, Foreign Office, January 8, 1878, 

I HAVE laid before Earl Granville Your letter of the Ist instant, with its inclosures, 
relative to the incresed tonnage dues now charged by the Suee Canal Company, and Lam 
+ No. 1a6. +a a, 
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directed by his Lordship in reply to request that you will convey his thanks to the 
directors of the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navization Company, for the communication 
Of their correspondence with the Board of Trade, copies of which bad already been received 
by Lord Granville from that Department; and that you will, at the same time, inform 
them thatthe Turkish Goverament having proposed that a Conference should beheld at 
Constantinople on the part of the maritime Powers, to consider the whole question of the 
tonnage measarement adopted by the Canal Company, and the system of dues founded 
thereupon, Her Majesty's Government have announced their readiness to assist at such 

Conference, and are awaiting the result of the invitations which shall have been addressed 
by the Turkish Government to other Foreign Powers on this subject. 

Tam to add that, on the appointment of a Commissioner to represent this country 
at the Conference, copies of your above-mentioned correspondence with the Board of 
‘Trade will be furnished to him; and due notice will bo given to the Peninsular aud 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company of the time appointed for the mecting of the Coo 
ferenco, in order that they may communicate to this Office any other information with 
regard to the Canal Question which may be useful to be considered. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signe) " TENTERDE: 


No, 3, 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Grancille-—(Keceived January 9) 


(Telegraphio.) Pera, January 8, 1873, 
HER Majesty's Government appear to bo under a misapprehension respecting the 
Conference proposed by the Porte with reference to the Suez Canal dues 

The Porte only proposes to obtain through a Conference an international defiuition of 
the word * tonnage” or tiot ax the basis of dues to be levied, 

The amount at which thoxo dues are to be limited nnd all other matters are looked 
upon we questions within the competence of the Sultan to decisle by agreement with the 
Canal Company, and not subject to foreign control. 


No. 144. 


Earl Grancille to Sir H. Eliot, 
(No 8. Commeriat 
Sir, Foreign Office, Janwary 9, 1873. 

1 INCLOBE for your Excellecy' information a capy fe deoyaich wth is onus 
pe bee Lyons,* reportis conversation with M. de Lesseps on the subject of the Suce 

anal dues 
Tam, &o. 
Signed)" GRANVILLE. 
— SS eS 


No, 145. 


ir H. Blot to Bark Granville —(Received Janvary 10, 1873.) 


(No. 94. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Conatantinople, December 28, 187: 

‘THE inclosed lettor from M, do Lesseps to M. de Rémusat having beon published ia 
the newspapers upon the Saez Canal dacs, Halil Pasha has addressed to the Turkish 
Atmbassador in Paris the despatch, the copy of which I herewith transiit, rectifying 
some of the errors whieh he considered it to contain. 

‘When M. de Lesseps was here, he gave assurances suppoped to imply that he had 
gonsented to recognize the national jurisdiction over the Company; but his letter to 
M. de Rémusat shows that this wis @ misconception, and, in his despatch to Server 
Pasha, Halil Pasha very clearly states the views of the Porte, both us regards the 
uction of jurisdiction, and the jnerease of the dues without the ¢anction of the Sultan's 

iovernmient conveyed by Imperial Firman. 
.__Thave, &e. 
(Signed) " HENRY ELLIOT. 


+ No 14. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 145. 
Khalil Pasha to Server Pasha. 


Sublime Porte, le 25 Décenbre, 1873. 
DES publications récentes faites par la Compagnie du Canal de Suca ont été signalées 
4 Yottention du Gouvernement Impérial, quelques anes de ces publications ont trait A In 
modification de ln perception du page du Canal, et donnent i supposer que la Sublime 
Porte aurait sanctionné ce changement, lee autres se rattucheat A la juridiction dont 
reltve la Compagnie. 
Quant aux promitres je me bornerai & dire que si le nouveau mode do perception de 
Ja taxe du Canal avait regu approbation souveraine, un Firinan Impérial en eut instruit 
Jo public. La véritd eat que le Gouvernement Impérial sest réservé de s'ontendre avec 
les autres Puissances sur une unité de tonnage et d’étudier ensuite la question da péage de 
fagon a ce qu’ll puinse arriver A fixer un drvit qui donne satisfaction autant. que possible 
aux exigences du commerce maritime et aux besoins de la Compngnic du Canal, D'ailleurs 
votre Excellence trouvern ¢ copie de Ia lettre par Inquelle M. de Lesseps s'ongage, 
la décision qui sera ultérieurement prise pat le 


du devoir du Gouvernement Impérial de relover Jes erreurs que 

M. de Lesseps h M. le Comte de Rémousat, en date du de ce mo} 
sor In quostion de juridietion. La dépéche que {'oi adressée h'votre Excellence sous Ia 
date du 15 Novembre, ainsi que Ia lettre par laquelle J’en al communiqué une copic A 
M, do Lesscps, sont atsez explicites pout ne donner liew A aucun équivoque sur Ia manitre 
de voir du Gouvernement Impérial i Iéard de la juridiction & laquelle: In Compagnie du 
Casal doit fire soumise, Vokci du reste les termes do Article 10-da. Firman par lequel 


Sa Majesté Impériale le Saltan a sane ancession du Canal Maritime do Suez :— 
“La Compagate Universelle div Carl Maritime de Suct étant Egypticn, elle ext, régléo 
par lea tote et usages dv pays; toutefois en ce qui regurde m constitution comme société, 
Ct les rapports des associés entre eux, elle ext. par une Convention spéoinle rézldo par les 
lois quien France rézissent Jes rociétés anonymes, I eat conven que toutes los 
cautstations de ce chef seront jugtes en Franco par de arbiice vee appel, comme rar 


arbitre, A la Cour Impériate de Paris. Les différends en Egypte entre In Compagnie ot les 
particuliers, A quelque nationalité ils apparticanent, veront. jugé+ par. les, tribunaux locaux 
Fuivant les fortnes consacrées par Tea lois et usages du pays et les ‘Traltds. Lee on 
testations qui viendront & surgir entre te Gouvernement Exypticn ot I Compagnic scront 
@galement soumises aux tribunaux locaux et résolues suivant les lols du pays."* Creat en 
ve placant au point do vue de cet Article que le Gouvernement Impérial, doe qu'il a eu 
connaieance da jugemeat accordé par Ie Tribunal de ta Sein dans to procédé intenté pur 
Ja Compagnie des Meseageries Maritimes, n'a pox héité h protester non-seulement contre 
Vincompétence de ce tribunal pour interpréter WActe de Conocesion comme le pritend 
M. de Lesseps, mais encore parce que la Compagnia da Canal ne pouvait se soumettre & 
cette juridiction sans violer le Firman dont elle tient In concession. Votre Excellence 
comprendrs facilement 00 Nous ne pouvions pax lamer croire que nous permettrons la 
Compegnie de ve sountoro btn erdicton a que lle eat soumise par TActe preir, 
cen vertu duquel elle existe 

i comsdquenice le Gouvernement. Impérial vient de s'adresser & Son Alesse lo 
Khidive d'Egypte pour que la Compagnio soit invitée & se conformer on tous points aux 
dispositions du Firman de Concession dans ses rapports aves des tiers. Les droite da 
Gouvernement sont trop bien établis pour étre ébeankés par les interprstations arbitraires 
qu’on trouve dans les dernidres publications de M. de Lesseps, mais le doute qu’elles tendent 
roulever en ce qui concerne Ia question de juriietion aura pour réultat dexposer le 
public A de fausses démarches et A do graves inconvénicats.  Veuilles, M. fAimbassadeur, 
communiquer cette dépéche & son Excellence M. le Ministre des Atfuites Etrangdes et 
lui en laisser copie. 

Je vous prio, &6. 
(Signé) KHALIL, 











a 
No. 146. 
Mr. J. C. Vivian to Viseount Enfield.—(Receieed January 10,) 


Sie, 
2 ; 3 War Office, Januay 3 
to HAVE aid before Mr. Seertary Cardwell your letter ot the tach wikis 
to the propoted etoployment of Colonel Stokes, C.B., RE as a Comuisso ee 
represent ths couatry at a Conference of the merit Porers which itis intended to 
Bald at wople. to consider certain questions connected with the Suez Canal 
n reply. Tam to request that you will state to Ea i 
bed! cto reques state to Earl Granville wil 
a tet Et tl tC tt th te 
Farati, with a view to his being employed on this Commision 2 oe 
Tam to add for the guidance of Lord Granville i fixing the amount of i 
to be asin to Cole Soke that ander Arle 2 ofthe Hoya Warr of the 1th 
january, 1872, regulating the employment of engineer officers Ia civil siteations (cop 
erewith), this officer will continue to receive his regimental pay fi fags eke 
rarily employed under the Foreign Ole Tent ma 
T havo, &e, 


(Signed) J. ©. VIVIAN, 
ee a SS eee 
No. 147, 


‘The Secretary to the Admiralty Co Mr, Hammond.—(Receiced January 10,) 


Sir, 
Adsiralty, Janvar, 

invert commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the ‘Admins to ever 
Jnfocation of a Gransil, the snnered copy of a protest dated the Sth ltim “ies 

have Ire o the agent of the Suez Canal Cor ot 
increased dues levied on Her jenty's “Thalia” lees eae 
tncrsa dan le in Hor Majesty's ships ** Thalia” and *Hullflich” for the passage 

Similar protests have been made by the pains of 
bh are pid the parsers te lor sestiale Sipe seen Pte does he 
3, Tn reply to the protest of the Sth Decem| ter hate a 
mon Ea ail a ap ee 6 nd 0 ha 
. wniet nge, the agent of the Company, in an int it 
stated that Mi Lesa insisted upon his letter of tho 19th of. Deowabor’ in + re 
olicah and had given instructions to him to publish it in tho English news ox, hs chat 
he propord o alt the rep ot tbe Admiralty before doing so, ae 
As my Lords understand that the question of th ‘ 
oy ANY Bonds ude question of the increased dh ea 
bye fr ie eu nt ary ig 
wala er 3 bend Sate cue eo a eal 
Tam, &e. , 
(Bigned) VERNON LUSHINGTON, 


Toclosure 1 ia No. 147, 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir D. Lange. 


Sir, Admiralty, December 72 
Ea Law commanded by my Lanis Commissioners of ‘the x ity to. Sete 
ingloved en sp Bie Maleer's Payrantr- General for 5561, 104, Sd, being the dues 
"alin "throagh the Cal, calsited on ior ene nm Malady hip 
2 [am further commanded to inform you that my Lords make thi 
poten Aa ais ome frm 7 ny eel mak te peat nde 
mee tommags of Be “Thalia” calculated in accordance with the rules inthe Merchont 
ae ‘usual allowance on account of the space occupied by the engines 
3. The same protest applies, and is hereby made, in respect of the payment made on 


hip “Bulfinch,” which was ealeulated 


the 13th August last on account of Her Majesty's sh 
t for the space occupied by engines and 


on the register tonnage, without the proper abatement 
boilers. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) VERNON LUSHINGTON, 


——————e Se 
Inclosure 2 in No. 147. 


Sir D. Lange to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 


Gentlemen, 21, Regent Street, London, December 1S, 1872. 
WITH reference to your letter of the Sth instant protesting againat the payment of 
ee ter Atgeatyeshipe “Thala” ond Bulldach,” I have received the fllowing 
Pemenunication from the President of the Suex Canal Company in Paris:-— 
cVous me communiquez par votre lettre du 10 Décembre une lettre des Lords de 
TAmiranté en date du 9, contro le paiement e#fectué pour le pawage du" Thulla’ et ealculé 
aprds le gros tonnage de co navire, 
** Par in méme communication les Lords protestent contre le paiement effectué le 13 
‘Aoat dernier, pour le passage dt * Bullfina 
(Nous rappellerons pour mémoire qu'a Yépoque ott Je paiement pour passngo du + Bull- 
finch’ fut mandaté par nous et réclamé, lex Lords de I"Amirauté demanddrent un sursis, une 
tnquite aynat dé ordonnée par eux. Le 13 Aoi les Lords nous frent coonaltre que 
Tenqutie était terminée, et Ia vomime due pour la passage du ‘ Bollinch’ nous fut payde 
ane observations ni protestations. 
“Nous prenons acte de la protestation que vous nows transmettez, 
Nous he pourons cependant pas Iniseer aanx réponse le passage dela lettre des Lords 
relative nu "Balifach? La midme yrotestation, dit ete lot, e'wypliqe au poiement fit 
Tri8 Aott dernier pour fe compte du naviro de Sa Majesté * Bulltinch,” compte qui a 6té 
Kilealé sur le tonnage de register, sans défaloation conveoable de espace occupé par les 
Shachines et les chaudidres. Contruirement i cette affirmation, nous avons accoré, au 
TPallfiech,’ comme nous accordons A tous lea steamers parsaat le Canal de Suez, ane défale 
‘ation pour les machines et es chaudidres Geale aux. vingtcing contidmes du tonnage 
Sel de navire, Si le tonnage cnrogintré Anglais indiqualt exactemont te tonnage des 
vires (ot nous espéroos qu'une réforme sera faite dans co sens), nous, prendrions ce too- 
age et nous le diminuerions de 25 pour eet. Tex Lands savent, ot tous les aeinn- 
toura reconnalssent, que le gros tonnage en d'un navire Anglais doit dtee augments 
{Fon tiers pour représenter sa capacitéréelle, Nous commencons, done, nous par rétablir 
ie tonnage réel, Cest-l-dire, In capacité dos steamers, on augmentant de 33 pour cuot leur 
fos tonnage enresiot et hows delalquons ensuite 26 pour cent de ee tonnage pour Vewpace 
Frroecupent lea machines. Cette opération produit inivitablement wn tonnage dal au 

"carogiatered tonnage, él cest pourquol nous prenons oe gros toonnge comme bave dos 
droits A pereevoir, 

“Nous dafons tout anwateur de prouver que won seater n'est pas capable ie trang, 
porter, dans les conditions normales, un nombre de tonnes au molos gal & celui que nous 
faxons actuellement. 

L have, Xe. 
(Signed) DANIEL A, LANGE. 
aa eee 
Inclosure 3 in No. 147. 


Bir D. Lange to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 


Gentlemen, London, December 19, 1872. 
“THE President Director of the Saez Maritime Canal Company desines me to inake a 
Wutication to sour Lordships, and embodied in the following letter addressed to raysell 


which I have the honour to suljoin. 
T have, fc. 
(Signed) DANIEL A. LANGE. 


i ae 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 147. 


M. de Lessepa to Sir D. Lange. 
(Translation) 
Dear Sir Daniel, 

T REQUEST you to have the goodness to communicate to the Right Honourable the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that Lattech no valoc whatever to the proteste 
which have been made against the payments of our passage ducs through the Suex Mari- 
time Canal 

We have levied these dues, which have now become actual law for all parties 
concerned, without any protest on the part of His Highness the Khedive of Egypt nor 

vpenial Majesty the Sultan of Turkey, and morcover without the slightest 

ptian Ottoman Commissioner, expressly delegated to watch 

permanently over the strict observance of the Charter of Concession, and the Statute of 
the Suex Maritime Canal Company, 

1¥ any ove considers he has a elaim to prefer, i is cousequently to. the Government 
‘whieh hos gronted the Charter that yuoh claims will have to be addressed, bearing ia wind 
that the Government in question has not entered into arrangements with third parties, but 
solely with a Financial Company upon which it has imposed the burden of onerous 
charger. 

EAS (ar an we are concerned, we can oaly reply to those who are not satified with our 
term forthe passnge through the Suet Canal that they are at liberty” to avail themselves 


of the Egyptian Huilway, of, if they prefee doing s0, go round the Cape of Good Hope as 


Tadwit that possibly youse allowance may be made for the circumstances that a stnall 
swotion of English shipowners actuated by a spirit of personal interest, and urged onwards 
by the French Mewageriek Maritimes, should have been induced to head # movement 
Against the payment of the Canal duce heedlews of the issue, which is calculated to deprive 
tho sharsholders of the Suee Canal of the remuneration legitimately due to them, afer 
waiting for three years for n slender amount of interest on their iavested eupi 

Hut what J fail to comprehend is, thot « Goverament more enlightened and impar- 

to view with regret the antagoaistn formerly evinced 
tovards the formation of the Sues Canal (and the consequences of which preticlly 
resulted in considerably retarding the period of its opening to the navigation of the world, 
snd inoceover necessitating an outlay of nently double the sun requl it 
tion), should at the present time endeavour to throw frosh obstact 7 
that the course now parsed towards wv fhils to harmonize with the spirit of sincerity 
‘nd Justies #0 characterintic of English statesmen, in #0 far ax T know ther. 

‘Are’ we t0 witness the spectacle of England~a nation which not loug since censured 
the opposition against our joint undertaking during the period of its consteuetion—now 
that we have fairly won the good fightin the enupe of humanity, and in pit of all opposi 
tion, corning fora! ogin to contront we-with: renewed perplexities in furtherance of her 
‘own intereals at the hnvand of electing the ruin of the shareholders by withholding that 
which justly belongs to them ? 

Tat ur, however, take comfort from the fact that if all former obstactes and opposi 
tot have not succeeded ia stifling our undertaking in its incipient stage, nor from assuming 
ita prewat gigantia proportions, #0 neither will further attempts in the same direction 
preront tle S0ex Canal hom becoming a prosperous and indissoluble work created not only 
for the present, but likewise for fature generations, when your voice and mine will no longer 
be heard i ts defence, 

T am, however, led to bope that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will 
pres before they allow themselves to be led into a course which is permanently unsus- 
{uinible, by following, ax they now appear to do, in the steps of the French Mesmgeries 
Maritimes whose claims are reganied by our Company a4 of 10 avail, and null and void 

‘The rights of pasaage through the Suex Canal are regulated by the decision of the 
44th Marob, 1872, and which eame into operation on the 1st of July tast, in conformity 
with the distinct term of the Charter of Concession, have not, and will not, undergo any 
interruption. 

"Those who do not pay the dues in advance will not be permitted to pass thelr ships 
through the Sues Maritiine Cana), 

T request you to make these my views generally known, and remain, &e. 

(igned) — FERD. DE LESSEPS, G.ES.L, 
Gitizen of London. 


No. 148. 
Lord Tenterden to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, * Foreign Office, January 11, 1873. 

L HAVE lai before Earl Granville your leiter of the Sth onteatand i ticle, 
respecting the increased dues levied by the Suez Canal Company ; and I am, in reply, to 
request that you will state the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that Lord Granville 
is of opinion that their Lordships should confine their answer to the Canal Company to a 
simple acknowledgment ofthe letters from Sir D. Lange of 12th and 19th ultimo, with the 

roti hey destng to. eter into comepondnce withthe Company ona matter 

‘The inereased dues should continue to be paid under protest. 


Sir A. Paget to Karl Grancille—(Received January 13.) 


(Ro, Commercial) 
ly Lord, z Rome, January 7, 1873. 
nao reference to your Lordship's despatch, marked Circular, of the! 15th of 
mnber, I have the honour to transinit herewith translation of a despatch roceived 1 
morning from the Ttalian Ministry of Foreign Affnirs, by which I am informed that no 
communication fom the Turkish Government on the wubjeet of a Conference to determine 
questions relating to Suex Canal does has ns yet boen received by that of Ttaly. 
TE have, 8 
(Signed) "A. PAGE. 


Tnelosure in No, 149, 
Sig Peiroleri to Sir yet 
{(Tration) ignor Peiroleri to Sir A. Paget, 
M. le Ministre, 
Ministre, Rome, Jonuary 6, 1874, 
a IN your note of the 30th of December last, you informed me that the Sublime Porte 
having suggested that it would be well to examine in an Toternational Conference. the 
uottions arising out of the new Tariff of the Suex Canal, the Queon's Government Ine 
Accepted this iden ia principle, with the reservo only that the decisions of the Conforence 
45 be See! into execation until the Gorernments interested have ratified them, 
saons i feanking you for ti ‘communication, I have to obscrve that the King’s Govorne 
spent hay received no official proposal on the subject of this Conference as yet fom the 
T have, &e. 
(For the Minister), 
(Signed) A. PEIROLERI, 
—— ES See 
No. 150, 
Sir H. Barron to Earl Grancitle—(Received January 
oF Commercial.) 
oe Pav daly communicated to Count do Lynden on the Sti sina ies eae 
Her Majesty's Goverament with reference to a proposed Conterence of the cst hres 


‘on the subject of the Suez 2 
oe Caml duct by means of «note foundel othe text of your 


T have now the honour to report that the answer received by me from the Mini 


Gf Roreiga Allkre merely expresses thanks for this communication of Her Majesty 
T have, &. 
(Signed) H. BARRON, 
tsa 
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No. 151 
Mr. Trevor fo Viscount Enfeld.—(Received January 13.) 


it Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, January 13, 1873. 
S® 1 aM atrectod by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the reccpt of your eter of 
the Sri instant, transmitting despatch, with its inclosures, from Her Majesty's 
Atmassdor at Constantinople relative 1 siege seovant of an iter between the 

M. de ith Tes ne Sauce Question ; and, 
racets ‘question, Tam to state that it appears to this Board desirable, should Bart 
Granville see no objection to such a course, that steps should be taken to give publicity to 
the contradiction to the statement contained in M. de Lesseps” letter, whieh is eouveyed it 


Sir Henry Elliot's despatch. rae 
(Signed) G, CECIL TREVOR. 


a 
No, 152. 


Earl Gronille to Sie H, Blot. 


ge ee Forign Offer, Jemuary 14.8 

% reference ta my despatch No. 78, Commercial, of the 6th ultimo, ing 
tho sypuintipent ofan International Confrynee at Coase te consider the question 
ff the Suse Canal dues, {hae to inform your Excellency tha Her Majety's Government 
have come to the conclusion that, should: ‘such a Conference take place, Colonel ee aa 
late British Commissioner on the Danube, would be the fittest person to represen! ee 
Country on i and that leave bas accordingly been granted to Coloael Stokes to abnent 
Teac? om kis regimental duties during the time that his services may be required at 


Constantinople, 1 om, So 
Signed)’ GRANVILLE, 


Lord Tenterden to Mr. Trevor, 
Sir, Forvign Ofte Jouary 16 1873, 
ify Ht rederenee to that portion of your letter of tho 1sth of December, which rel 
to she eapediensy of employing Colonel Stokes nx British Commissioner at the propaned 
ices Conan at Conantnopl othe Soc Cua Quin, Lm tite 
Ea Granville to state to you, for the information of of Trae, Tani 
Lordabip’s mmmendation in this respect; and that leave has 
Sptsined pai Ver ML asrs Beeretary ‘of State for War, for Colonel Stokes to absent 
himself from his daties duriog the time that his prosence may be required at 
bee Tam, &e, 
Gigoed)” TRNTERDE! 


ee 
No. 154. 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. J. C. Vivian. 
ign Office, January 14, 1873. 
me u ‘of the 9th instant, ting the 
78d Wlore Ear Granville your Tatler of the . 5 
ow pint Cad okey LE, in connection with a Coaerence which tis proposed 
vat Constantinople on the subject of the Suex Canal dues; and 1 om directed by 


soni i hig thanks to Mr, Cantwell for the 
x ruben ped Can Stokes to absent himself from his regimental 
abo 


ties while employed on we service. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "TENTERDEN. 
_ 


) 
No. 155, 
Lord Tenterden to Messrs. Currie and Co. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, Janvary 14, 1873. 

1 AM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your leiter of the rd 
instant, relative to the does Jovied by the Suez Canal Company ; and I am, in. reply, to 
state to you that your representations on this subject sball receive due consideration, 

Tam, &c. 


(Sigued) TENTERDEN, 


No. 186. 
Mr, Erekine to Karl Granvitle—(Received January 19.) 


(No. 1. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Stockholm, January 14, 1873. 

IT HAD, on the 7th instant, the honour of receiving your Lordship's despatch, 
marked Circular, Commercial, of the 19th ultimo, stating, for the information of the 
Swedish Government, that Hee Majesty's Government have consented to take part in the 
Conference of the maritime Powers at Constantinople, with a view to the adjustment of 
the question concerning the Suez Canal dues. 

‘On the following day ( called at the Foreign Department, but did not succeed in 
secing General Bjiirastjerna, 1 learnt, however, from the Secretary.General that the 
Swedish and Norwegian Government th d already recelved from their Minister in London, 
an account of the intentions of British Government in this matter, and that the 
Swedish and Norwegian Reproseatative at Constantinople had been authorized also to take 
part in the Conference in question, and T may add that { have reason to believe that: be 
Will, as a rule, suppart any cause which may be advocated by Her Majesty's Government. 

Lealled & second tine yesterday on General Bjp but did not see hit—bis 
time Weing ouch occupied at the present moment in preparing for the opening of the Dict, 
which meets to-morrow. 

T have, &¢. 
(Signed) E. M. ERSKINE, 


No, 197, 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville {Received January 10.) 


Constantinople, January 8, 1873, 

T HAVE ted the honour to receive your Lordship's despateh, Commercial, No. 78 
of the 6th ultimo, directing me to inform the Porte of the reservations upon which Her 
Majesty's Government are prepared to take part in « Confrence upon the Suet Canal 

em. 

‘No official communiostion on the subject of this Conference has yet been made to 
me or fo any of my oollengues, it being, I believe, intended that the invitation to. the 
different Governments sball bo sent to them through the Otfoman Representatives; 
‘and, x your Loniship's instructions appears to have been drawn up under a misappre- 
hontion of the intension of the Sultan's Government in regan to it, 1 shall take upon 
myvel€ to postpone their execution till after Her Majesty's Government have been put 
fuily in possession of the Turkish propos. 

Fearn from your Lordship's despatch that Her Majesty's Government understand the 
object of the Conference to be to give the Muritiine Powers the opportunity of coming to 
an agreement as to the nature and extent of the dues to be levied ‘Suez Canal 
Company, under the ters of the Act of Concession, as well as ta the basis upon which 
the tonnage measurement of the Company is to be established. 

‘This is, Luppeehend, going very much further than has ever been contemplated by 
the Sultan's Government, and beyond what there is any probability of their ngrecing to, 

‘The present ditliculty with rezard to the Canal dues is considered to. have arisen ftom 
the rt ofa generally recived signication fr the word tony" which fons the basis 

221) a 
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upon which the dues are calculated, and an International Conference was thought the best 
‘way of arriving at a common understanding of the meaning to be attached to the words. 

Tt there is, Lam convinced, no intention on the part of the Porte of inviting or even 
permitting foreign Governments to pronounce authoritatively upon the extent of the dues 
to be levied. 

“The revent raising of them is held to be illegal, because it is in excess of the maximum 
authorized by the Imperial Firman; but no doubt is entertained of the right of the Sultan 
to sanction by direct arrangement with the Canal Company such modifications of the 
‘Tarif originally authorized by hin as His Majesty may think ft to grant. 

Tis not to be supposed that the Sultan's Government will consent to allow the dues 
to bo tuised until the Cnnal Company have shown the necessity for it; and it may be 

voted that the Conference will be invited to examine the question of the amount at 

ch they should be fixed, s0 as {o insure a revenue sufficient for the waintenance of the 
‘and for aflording a return for the capital expended. 

‘ihe opinion of the Conference upon that point will, no doubt, have great weight, but 
the Porte will not, in my opinion, be disposed so far to sacrifice i own freedom of action 
fs to engage absolutely to defer its conduct, either to the views of the Coaference or to 
those of the Maritime Powers 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY BLUOT. 


ae 
No. 158. 
Sir H, Elliot to Kart Grancille,—(Receleed January 20.) 


(No.2. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, January 4, 1873. 

IN my despatch, Commercial, No, 31 of the 9th of July last, T reported that the 
Porte was disposed to consider that the Suez Canal Company would be entitled to change 
the duce upan the actual grows tonnage of the ships, making the same allowance for 
engines and coats, as had been fixed by the Danube Commission. 

‘he tho Totter of the Board of ‘Trade of the 18th of November, which forms one of 
the inclosures of your Lordship's despatch, Commercial, to me, No. 79, states, that 
tithes the Danube Commision nor the Suez Canal Company are, ax a matter of fact, 

fzrom tonnage with the deduction of engine-room space, ns their standard for 
determin tolls, L was apprehensive of having Yed your Lordship into error, and referred 
‘sith some misgiving to the Regulations, printed and issued by the Danube Commission 
ran ase for thous navigating tie river. 1 found that the IVth Article of the 

JF, which was signed by the Commissioners on the 91h of November, 1870, ta come 
into vigour on the Ist of the following March, waa ax follows :— 

Wen droite de navigation dis par los bateaux A yajeur en verta du présent Tarif 
sont ealeulés sue le tonnage not da batiment tel qu'il est indiqué par les papiers de bord, 
Mantidire, apets déduction faite sur fe tonnage total du poids de In machine et du 
ombuntible.” Z : 

Without pretending to a special acquaintance with technical terms, which are fei 
to thost who lve frequently t0 employ them, I imagined that I had comectly, given ia 
oatish the substoncy of the Article, when T maid that the system established for the 
Dedube was that of charging the dues upon the “gross” tonaage, with an allowance for 


engines and fuel 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOTT. 


SS 
No, 159, 


Bir H, Blliot to Bart Gronsille—(Received January 20.) 


(No.4. Commercial.) 2 
My Lond. Constantinople, January 8, 1873, 
BY your despatch No. 81 of the 24th ultimo, your Lordship informed me that, on 
the meeting of the Conference upon the tonnage on which the Suez Canal ducs are 
Charged, the British Commissioner will be instructed to support the claim for the repas= 
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met of anch sume as shall be shown to have been illegally levied since the Ist of July 
t. 

Believing, as I have already had the honour of stating, that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment ae Efe a mimpprebeasion of the intention of the Porte in regard to” this 
Conference, I have taken the opportunity, while asking Halil Pasha whether he, has 
forwarded the formal invitation to the different Governments, to inquire, at the same time, 
the exact nature of his proposal. 

He ssid, that the tavtation he bad sent was solely for a Conference. to establish an 
international “ton,” which was to serve as the basis of the dues to be levied; but, to my 
farther laqury whether the amount of the des, or other ators connected with them, 
swore to be referred to it, bis Excellency replied that they could not be included in the 
Inquiry, as the Porte considered itself competent, on its Own authority, to deal with those 
questions. 

Lhave, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


No, 160. 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot, 


Sir, Foreign Office, Jenuary 20, 1873. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of ‘the Suez Canal ducs, 
Tinclose, for your Rxcelleney's information, a copy of a note from Khalil Pasha, which bas 
been communicated to me by Musurus Bey, containing a proposal on the part of the 
Porte for an International Commission, to meet at London or Constantinople, to deliberate 
on the adoption of an uniform system of tonnage measurewent 

T havo at the sume time to inform your Excellency, that the matter is under the 
consideration of Her Majesty's Government. 


No. 10, Commercial.) 


Tam, Re, 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 161. 
Sir A, Buchanan to Earl Granville. (Received January 20.) 


(No.2. Commercial.) 
My Lord, “enna, January 15, 1873. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 of the 2nd instant, 1 have the honour to 
inclose herewith, translation by Sir G. Bonham, a note which 1 have received from 
Count Andrassy, informing me that he has referred the proposal for holding a Conference 
on the Naval Powers for the purpose of regulating the Suez Canal dues to the Ministries 
fof Commorce of the two sections of this Empire, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) | ANDREW BUCHANAN, 


Inelosure in No. 161. 
Count Andrasey to Sir A. Buchanan, 


(Translation.) Vienna, Janwary 12, 1873. 

“THE Undersigoed, Minister of the Imperial Household and for Foreign Atains, 
acknowledges with thanks the communication of the Forvign Office despatch of the 
Tath December, and has the honour to inforin his Excellency Sir Andrew Buchanan that 
Ihe has communicated its contents to the Miaisters of Commerce of both scetions of the 
Eqpire as 4 preliminary measure, in order to secure their consent to the participation 
of Austria-Hungary in a Conference of the Naval Powers for the purpose of rezulating 
the Suez Canal dues, 

"The Undersigned, &e. 


For the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
igned) == OREZY. 
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No, 162. 
Earl Granville to Colonel Stanton. 


a i i 1, 1873. 
(Telegraphic sea tg Offer Jamars 1, 18 

HLAT is the actual tonnage duty now levied by the Suez Canal Company? Is any, 
and what, allowance made for engine space? Telegraph reply and explain by post. 


No, 163. 
Eurl Growvilte to Sir H, Bltiot, 


ge 1 eee Pocign Ofice, onary 2, 1873. 

WITH reference to my despateh No. 6 of the 14th instant, | transmit, for your 
Eacellency’s information, the accompanying copies of m despatch from Her ‘Majesty's 
‘Arsbassador at Vienna, together with its inclosures, ax well ax of one from Her Majesty's 
Minister at Stockholm, on the subject of the proposed Conference respecting the Suez Canal 
question." 


Lam, &. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 164, 
Colonel Stanton to Kart Granvitle—(Reoeived Jonuary 23.) 


se.) Cairo, January 2%, 1873. 
anes pe tn are charged by ue Canal Company onthe gos tonnage according 
to eitiah register, and no allowance whatever is made for engine space. 


No. 165, 
Sir C, Myke to Earl Granville (Received January 24,) 
(No. L) 


rs Copenhagen, January 21 1873, 
a tS y despatch, marked Commercial, No, 24 of the 31st of December last, 1 reported 
tut Hind comnuniied (0 this Govemment the satatnce of your Londshi's Cieslar 
Gospatch, beating date the 10th of November, 1872, stating the conditions on which 
Het Majesty's Government would consent {o take part in the Conference proposed by the 
Government of the Porte of the maritime Powors interested i the questions connected 
with the Suez Canal dues) and I have now the honour to inelose copy of a note received 
frou Baron RosenGmn-Lahn dated the 17th instant, in reply to my above-named communi- 


to his Excellency on this subject. Thave, &e. 
(Signed) C. L. WYKE. 


Inclowure in No, 165. 


Baron Rosendrn-Lekn to Sir C. Wyke. 


M. le Chevalier, . Copenhugue, te \7 Janvier, 1873. 

VAT Thouneur de vous accuser riesption de la lettre en date du 31 Décembre 
dernier, par laquelle vous voulez bien ‘informer de ta mauiére dont Ambassadeur 
Angleterre s'est dooned demidrement vinivvis du, Gouvemoment Ostomy dane la 
question relative #ux droits de tonnage. perrus par ta Compagnie Universelle du Canal 
Suet. = 2 

‘Bn vous remergiant de cette communication et.en exprimant le yoru que Ia question 
lout il agit seit reolue dans us sens favorable aux intéréts du commerce dela navign- 


tion, jé saisis, Ke, Bi 
Gignd) 


Now 186 and 61. 
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No, 166. 
Lord A. Loftus to Earl Granville —(Received January 27.) 


9. Commercial.) 
ly Lord, St. Petersburgh, January 21, 1873. 

IN obedience to the instructions of your Lordsbip's Circular despatch of December 10, 
1872, 1 have informed M. Westman that, in consequence of an opinion expressed by 
the Goverument of the Porte, that the questions connected with tho Suez Canal dues 
Would be best dealt with by a Conference of the maritime Powers at Constantinople, Her 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople has been instructed to inform the Porte that Her 
‘Majesty's Government are prepared to take part in a Conference of the maritime Powers 
interested in that question, with a view to bringing about an agreement as to the nature 
‘and extent of the dues to be levied by the Suez Canal Company under the terms of the 
Act of Concession, as well as to the basis upon which the tonnage measurement adopted by 
the Company is to be established, 

also informed M. Westmann that the Porte had been given to understand that the 
consent of Her Majesty's Government to this arrangement is accompanied by the rescevae 
tion that the cooclusions at which the Conference may come shall not become operative 
until they have been referred to all the Powers and shall have been accopted by them, 

On a previous occasion, I had communicated to M. Westinsnn your Lordship's 
despatch to Sir Heory Elliot of 31st of August, 1872, on the questions which had arisen 
‘ith roforence to the Suex Canal Companiy. 

M. Westimann informed me that the Imperial Government had consented to twke part 
ia the Conference ta mect at Constantinople, when the whole question of the Suez Canal 
‘Company would be taken into consideration, 

He thought that the regulations for the navigation of the Danube might be made 
applicable to the Suez Canal, that the dues should be uniform, and that m deduction, from 
the tonnage should be made for storage, eogine-room Se. on ax uniform principle applicable 
to all countries. 

His Excellency said that no precixo instructions could be given to the Imperial 
delegate, and he considered that the Commission should be empowered to freely discuss 
the whole question, 

His Excellency entirely agreed in the reservation referred to it the concluding parn- 

of your Lordship's despatch, 
Thave, Se. 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 


No, 167. 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot, 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Janvary 80, 1873. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 288 of Octobor 24, 1871, report precisely what 
dat the time, and what has since been done respect! ton given by the 

Porte to a proposal of the Suex Canal Company, supporter ‘ceroy, to. rise tho 

Canal dues from 10 to 11 francs, ‘Was there a freah Firman and Concession? Ifo, send 

copies, 


No, 168 
Sir H, Klliot to Karl Granville —(Received January 31.) 


(No.7. Commercial.) 
My Lont, Constantinople, January 20, 1873. 

T WAS informed » few days ago that the Porte had decided upon referring to a 
Commission named by itsalf the exemination of the Suez Canal Tariff Question, 

Believing io the existence, in certain quarters, of a disposition not only to sanction 
continued imposition of the new tariff, but to give, if possible, such sanction ® retroactive 
effect, which should debar those who have, up to this time, been paying the increased 
rate under protest the right of recovering the extra amount, 1 decmed it best officially to 
state, by the accompanying note, that Her Majesty's Government would not recognize the 

2 2B 





retroactive action of any authorization now to be granted, and stating that the responsi- 
Tility for the sums paid under protest would fall upon the Porte if it were removed from 
the Company. ce 
T suggested, also, that the first step to be taken should be the original tariff, and the 
abandonsient ofa systet of which he recognized the legality. 
ave, Ke. 
(Gigned) HENRY ELLIOT. 


————e 


Inclosure in No. 168, 
Sir H, Elliot to Khalil Pasha. 


Sir, Constantinople, Jonuary \7, 1873. 

TAM informed that the Sublime Porte has decided upon referring to a Commission 
which it has. appointed, or ix about to appoint, the examination of certain questions 
Tonncoted with the late alteration by the Soex Canal Company of the charge imposed upon 
vessels passing through the Canal. 

‘Alhough Lam not fully acquainted with the points to which the atteotion of the 
Commiaions to be directed, the magnitode of the British interests affected justifies me in 
at once expressing the hape that, beforo the wish of the Company for authority to 
increase the dues is examined, it will be called upon to retuen to the original charge, 
to abandon a systom of which your Rxcolloacy hna demonstrated the illegality. 

itis not to. ba aupposed that your Excelleney contemplates coming to any definite 
conclusion till the Conference which you bave invited upon the toonage question shall fave 

repared tho materials for a satiahotory adjustment but itis understood that the Canal 

Company is dsirous of obtaining not only an authorization for at lest a provisional con; 
tinuance of the new aystem, but such w sanction as shall cover its responsibility in regard 
to amounts levied since that aystem was put in vigour in July last, i 

‘With regard to the latter point, L would submit to your ‘Bxcelloncy that Her Majesty 
Government will cortainly not adimit that any sanction’ now given to the now system can 
have auch a rettonotive effect ns shall. deprive British subjects of their Fight of recovering 
the sorox that they had improperly been made (0 pay, and tho responsibility for the repay 
Thoot of which it might be attempted to relieve the Company would be beld to fall upon 
the Sublime Porte 

"As rogues aven a provisional sanction for the continuance of the new system, it is 
open to many and obvious objections, upon which T need not at present dwell; but if your 

Micelleney would exatnino the Returns of the trafic since that measure was adopted, you 
wuill Gnd in them conclusive evideace of the immediate check which it prodaced upon the 
Aovelopment which nd gone on ao steadily aod so rapidly from the day of the opening to 
that of the imposition of the increased charges. 

Lavail, &e. 
(Signed) ' HENRY ELLIOT. 

EE 

No. 169, 
Sir H. Blliot to Ear! Growcille (Received January 31) 
(No. 8. Commercial.) 
My Loni. Constantinople, January 22, 1873. 

M. GIRETTE, who has been sent here by the Company of the Mesageries Maritimes 

of Marvilles to represent their interests, which are identical with those of the shipping of 
in the dispute with the Suez Canal Company ia referones to the nen anit, 
ed to me the inclosed documents, ia which Her Majesty's Government will 
find the arguments agai “anal Company fally and ably developed. 

M, de Lesseps has been here for the last week, but he has not yet called upon me; 

1 although I cannot precisely say what couree he is preparing to follow, 1 imagine him 
to be endeavouring to. prevent the constitution of the Commission by which the Porte 
Proposed to have the qadstion examined heres, and, being n master of plausible argument 
Pith those ot so fully wcquainted with wve subject as M. Girette, he will exert himself to 
zeta decom in his own favour, without the compete investigation which is elled for. 


Se, 
(igned) HENRY ELLIOT. 


95, 
Inclosure 1 in No. 169, 


Memorandum submitted by M. Girette to Khalil Cherif Pesha, January 15, 1873. 


La Question du Droit des Tiers dans leure Rapports avec la Compagnie concessionnaire du 
Canal Maritime de Sues. 


LA volonté du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Impérinle Je Sultan de résoudre 
conformément & la justice les dficultés sovlevées par Ia iodifcation des bases du péage 
A entrée du Canal'de Suez, est attestée par In dépéche que son Excellence Khalil Chérit 
Vooha vient Wdremer, soot Ia date du 25 Décombre, Me TAmbnssadeur de Turquie & 

vais. 

‘La Circulaire,en date du | Janvier, par laquelle son Excellence invite les représentants 
de la Sublime Porte auprés des Puissances étrangéres A faire les premigres ouvertures pour 
Ja réunion, & Constantinople ou & Londres, d'une Commission Internationale en vue de 
adoption d'an javgeaze uniforme, contirme cette volonts, et montre le disir du Gonverne- 
ment Impérial d'en préparer ta réalixation, en Tai donnant comme point de départ la seule 
mesure qui puisse copduire &-un réultat équitable et pratique, 

L'unification des procédés de jaugeage entealue en effet comme connéquence Ia néceasité 
de déterminer & nouveau le quantum de In taxe applicable au tonoeau type adopté, | Crest 
Incontestablemont au Gouvernement Lmpérial, auteur de 1a Concession, qu'il appartiondra 
de fixer ce quantum ; mais, incontestablement aussi le Gouvernement Impérial ne pourra 

mioncer selon la justice qu’en tenant compte dea droits eréés par lActo de Concession en. 
faveur des tiors appelés A nser du Canal comme d'un * passage neutre A toujours ouvert aux 
nnavires de commerce de toutes les nations ;" et il n'y aura juste dcision que ai elle assure A 
‘cox droits des garwutics égalos A cellos que l'Acte originaire leur a promises. 

Les diffcultés h résoudre a'intéressent pas seulement Vavenit du commerce mnt 
Depuia le 1 Juillet dernier te commerce subit des dommnages dont il nttoud In réparn 
Creat done aux moyens do rparer aussi bien que de primunir qu'il faut aviver, 


L—Mire Léyal de ta Concesion. 


atreprse du Canal Martine de Suet € conde pour quatre-vingts-di-neuf wns 


AM. Perdinand do Lesseps, par TActe du 30 Novembre, 1854, déliveé par Son Altorwe 
Mobamued Said Pacha, ViceRoi d’Bgypte, sous réverve de la tai de Sa Majesté 
Je Ye Sultan, 
L’Acte do 1854 ext suivi, le 5 Janvier, 1856, d'un second Acto de Concession, au 
profit de ln Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez, dont los statute sont 
wvéw, hn meme date, par le Vice-Roi, pour rester insdparnbles du dit Acts de Concos- 
sion également délivné sous réservo do la ratiGeation do Sa Majesté Innpériale le 
a ratification Impériale n'a été accordée que par Je Firman du 17 
sanctionnant une Convention du 22 Février de Ia méme année entro Son Altesse Is 
Pacha et la Compagnie da Canal, laquelle Convention, abrogeant ou modifiant: certain 
dispositions des Actes do 1851 et ‘de 1856, a définitivement consacré les elauses des dite 
Actes qu'elle n'a pax abrogies. 
“Tels sont les actee dont Vensemble constitue lo titre Idgal de Ia Concession, 


1.— Quest toe Drolet lr Obligations repos dela Compagnie Conceasionnaire 
et cen tiers intéressés ? 


Les clauses définitivement consacrées par Je Firman Impérial de 1865 pour devenir ta 
Joi de la Compagnie concessionaire et des tiers appelés A user du Cana}, sont formuldes 
dans les Articles 14, 15, et 17 de I’Acte de Concession de 1856, qualifié, par Vintitule de 
cect acte Jui-méme, cabier des charges de Ventreprise, 

Voici In tencur de ces Articles — 

___ Article 14. Nous déclarons solennellement, pour Hous et nos suocosseurs, sous ta 
résorve de la ratification de Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan, le grand Cunal de Suex h Peluve 
cet les ports en dépendant ouverts A toujours comine passages neutres, A toul navire de 
‘commerce traversant d'une mer i Tautre, sans aucune distinction, exclusion, ni préérence de 
personnes ou de nationalités, moyennant le paiement des droits et 'exéoution des réglements 
diab pat_ 14 Gnajagsie wciterelle concessionntire poor usage du dit Canal et 

épendances. 
© ‘Art. 15. En conséquence des principes posés dans W'Article précédent Ia Compagnie 
universelle concessionnaire ne pourra, dans aucun cas, accorder aucun navire Compagnie 
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ou particulier, aucuns avantages ou faveurs qui ne soient accordé & tous autres navires, 
compagnies, ou particuliers, dans les métmes conditions.” 

“Art, 17. Pour indemniser In Compagnie des dépences de construction, d'entretien, 

et Wexploitation qui sont mises i sa charge par les. présentes, noux Tiautorisons, dé h 
présoat et pendant toute la durée de sa jouissance, & établir et percevoir, pour Ie p 
dans les canaux et les ports en dépendiint, des droits de navigation, de pilotage, de’ hilege 
og de stationnement, suivant des ‘Tarif qu'elle pourra modifier & toute époque, sous Ia 
condition expresse :— 

1. De percevoir ces droits sans aucune exception ni faveur sur tous les navires dans 
des conditions Weatignes: 

* 2. De publier les Turis, trois mois avant 1a mise en vigueur, dans les capitales et 
tes principaux ports des pays intéressés ; ¥ ee 

“8, De ne pas excéder pour le droit spécial de navigation te chiffre maximum do 
10 france par tounenu de eapacité des navires et par téte de Bre 

Ainsi, la Compagnic doi, & tout jamais, fe Hbre passage da Canal 4 tous navies do 
commerce, sans distinetion, exclusion, ni préference, dans des conditions identiques. 

«ht, Compngnie w droit, sur tout navire traversant Io Canal, & application du ‘Tarif 
ae Be Horemeot, pourra quel dro pica de navigtionnfescéde anal le maximum 
de 10 francs par tonne de eupacité dex navices et par téte de passager. 

Voll ey droite ot les obligations dela Compagnie, 

Les droits et obligations des ticrs ont méme valenr, car ils ont méme origine; les droits 
‘de tn Compagnie reposant sue lobligation da page imposes aux navires, et ses obligations 
sur le droit de passage garanti aux naviros, 

Les tices intéromés,c'est-ivdire les armateurs, ont done un droit formel h invoquer 
Yorsqu'ts ont rempli tex conditions dont Vaceomplimement ext le prix de ce droit, et ils 
peurent la revendiquer par toutes tor voles de droit. 

1a Compagnie du Canal contoste co droit, prétendant w'dtre lide qu'envers le 
Gouvernement dont elle tient ax Concession, et n'avole aucutt Kew de droit avec les tiers, 
cuvers lexquels elle n'a pris aucun engagement, qu'elle ne connalt point, et qui ne sont 
point: ids envers elle, 

Kn tenant ce langage, 1a Compagnie mécounait A la fois le caractére de MActe de 
Concession qui est sa fot, et lex notions fondamentales du droit public. Crest en effet un 
principe élémentaire de droit quiindépendamment des obligations réstultant dex contents, it 
x forme des engagements oligntvires saw qu'il sot interven aucune convention, sot de 
{in part de celui qui s’oblige, soit de In part de celui envers qui il est obligé, ‘Tels sont, en 
preimidre ligne, lex engagements résultant de Vautorité soule do Ia Jol. C'est le ean de Ia 
“ompagnic du Canal, LActe de Concession de 1856, revéta on 1866 de la ratification du 
Sully, ne consacre pas senlement, comme elle le préten, une Convention entre le View. 

ypte et In Compagnic. Hest une loi Wintérét public international, Hl erve pour 
te public en gen et pour lx navigatears de toutes es aatons au profit dexquels la 
Adolaration solennelle de I'Articlo 14 est manifestement rendue, un droit positif, un lien de 
seit avo le Compagnie Concenionnaie, qu'avcune argumentation ve surat true, 

Resto & examiner dats quelle mesuro ce Neu de droit peut &tre invoqué pour résoud 

len lfleultéssoulavéea par in déehion arbitive da 4 Muse 1872, % 


111.—Double caractire des diffeultde a résowdre. 


La décision du 4 Mary a ea pour but et pour effet d'augmenter te produit de I 
Perception en dénatarant Je tonnage nuquel doit normalement »'appliquer In taxe de navi 
gation, Elle lise en cela le droit ves armateurs et tombe sous application de lol elvite ; 
C'estaivdire que c'est anx Tribunaux compétents que In partie Kéace doit faire appol pour 
obtenir répatution 

Main par lex moyens emptoyés pour attolndre ce but et produire cet effet, la décision 
inte au droit public international ; et est nu Gouvernement Invpirial 

ttre ordre. La Compagnie, en effet, wattribuant le pouvoir qui 

ix Souvernins et aux Purlements, impose aux navires de toutes les nations 

‘un mode do mesurage qui we tient aucun compte du tonnage résultant des pnpiers de bord ; 
W%, du mie conp, elle applique en tertoire Ottoman oe régime arbiters sane Vamtori 
sation et mémo contrairement 4 la défense da Gouvernement Impérial. 

._ En vain la Compagnie lavoquernitlle Ia nécessité d'apptiquer aux navires de toutes 
in ‘identitd de traitement qu'exigent les Articles 14, 15, et 17 du cahier des cl 

Eile avait reconnu, ext 1868, sur Tavis d'une Commission d’lngénieurs et de Marins, que, 
jusqu‘h eéalisation de Vunification des tonnages par Velfot dune entente international, allo 
he pout pas percevoit la tare sur autre base que le tonnage ofcelrésultant des papers 


Est-ce & dire que, Is possibilité de cette entente semblant indéfiniment ajdurnée, la 
Compagnie n'eit aucun moyen régulicr d'y suppléer provisoirement ? Pourquoi n’a velle 
pas sollicité du Gouvernement Impérial Pupplication d'un régime transitoire analogue 
‘celui qui fonctionne aux booches du Danube et qui a €é constitué par la Sublime Porte de 
concert avec les Délégués des Puissances maritimes? 1/n'y a aucune raison de eroire que 
Ja Sublime Porte a’edt pas fait pour Ia grande auvre du Canal de Suez, aves le concours 
de VEurope et en sauvegurdant les droits des tiers, ce quelle avait dl faire pour la 
navigation du Bas Danube ; et, dans ces conditions si non normales au moins réguliéres, la 
Compagnie eit pu attendre que les cireoustances, se prétant A Vunification des tonnages, 
lui permissent darriver & l'état organisation definitive dont In Sublime Porte s'efforce en 
‘ce moment de lui ménnger Vace?s eo faisint appel au concours de toutes les Puissances 
pour réaliser eufin cette unification depuis si longtemps ajournde. 

Mais non: la Compagnie a préféré les hasards de combinaisons nrbitraires, et, apres 
sy tre engagée, elle n’en veut plus sortir, Inquict A juste titte des conséquences de la 
décision du 4 Mors, le Gouvernement Impérial, par le télégraphe, invite Te Khedive 4 
notifier la Compagnie quielle ait A urscoir k toute modification du péage, Cotte 
notification, fate le 22 Juin, 1872, par le. Ministre de Motérieur en Egypte, n'est. sulvie 
doucun résultat, Loin do lA la Compagnie prétend, devant ses vctionoires et devant fo 
‘Tribunal de Commorce de la Seino, qu'elle agit avec Fossentiment du Sultan et du Vico 
Mel,” Hile soutenat eneore catia prtention i a quelques jours st evo waar insane 
pour que, dans sa dépdche da 24 Décembre, M. le Ministro dos Afthiros Etrangdros sit 
‘cru devoir publiquement rétablir le véritable napect des thits, 2 

It nomble imposible qu'aprés une telle affirmation de son droit, le Goavernement 
Impérial ne Io fase pas respeoter, ef, aveo xon droit, le droit souverain, en matione de 
tonnage, de chacune des nations dont’ le pavillon xe présente & Tentréo da Canal de Suez. 
Lo moyen est tout indiqué; eest le retour au nigime dex papiers de bord jusqu's co que 
Panification des tonnages ‘soit occomplic. Kn ordonnant cette movure transitoire, lo 
Gouvernement fora cesser, dans intértt dra tiers, Ia continuation de dommages quits 
‘wabimont et dont i leur restera, pour le passé, & réclumer la réparation par ler yoies de 
droit. 


IV Ler Tribunaus ont-ilé qualité pave pronosicer entre la Compognie ot lee armateurs ¢ 


Sur ce point jl ne parait pas y avoir d'hésitatlon possible Par tw dépdche que son 
Racellence Khulil Chon Pacha a eerite & M: le Comte de. Vog0é to 28 Déecrabre 
dérw transinixe & la Compagnie des Messngeries, son Excellence a justement revendiqué 
pour les tribanaux locaux en Egypte. en vertu de U'Article XVI de la Convention annerde 
au Firman Impérial de 1866, la juridiction générale sur les différonds, en Keypte, entre In 
Compaguie da Canal et les pariiculiers & quelque nationalité qu’ils apparticnnent, Ce 
vest dove pas du ebté du Goureroement que peut venir objection, 

fe quo, sur Ia demande do la Compagnie du Canal et avant avoir tegu les 
explications do la Compagnie des Mewazeri, la Sublime Porte a cru devoir protester 
contre le jugement rendu le 26 Octobre, 1872, pur te THbunal de Commerce de In Seine 
dans to thige entre lex deax Compagsics, ot inférerait tort que le Gouvernement 
Impérial refuse au pouvoir judicinire le droit de connattre de ce litige, Crest contre 
Vintervention d’un ‘Tribunal étranger que la protestation w 4té dirigée jet, dailleure apri 
les explications soursises au Gouvernement Iinpérial, au nom de Ja ‘Compagnio des 
Menagerics, dans la'lettce advessée par M. Girette & M. le Comte do Vogilé, Te 3. 
courant, lt protestation de la Sublime Porte v'a plus’ qutune signification possible: Elle 
refuse au jugement du 26 Octobre, sur le territoire Oxtoman, le eamctite d'une sentence 
exéeutoire. En cela la Sublime Porte use d'un droit incontestable et que In Compagni 
ni jamais contesté, se bornant & maintenir le droit’ qui tul appartient, en vertu de IArticle 
1 du Code Civil dex Francais, dappeler devant les Tribunoux de-France tine Compagnie 
étrangdre. pour le fait de non-exécution des obligations de cette Compagnie envers ello, ot 
recotimaisgnt que le jazement rendu en sa fiver fe 26 Octobre n'est exéoutoire, de plein 
sdruit, que aur Je tervitoire de Frangaie, 

On dit en outs, l est vrai, quo, le litige portant sur interpretation du texte de 
Article XVI de la Conveotion de 1856, e’etait av Gouvernement auteur de ln concession 
quil sppartenait seulement de donner Tinterprétation nécessaire. Mois ill sern facile de 
démontFer que cette assertion vat gratuite. D'sbord la fonotion norale des teibunauyx est 
interpreter ta lois "Lo Mialat ‘pose gon interprétation que tareqve la divergence 
{oi Sest produite entre les appréciations successives duu méme texte par des juges différents, 
ou par les mémes juges, témoigne que la Joi est obscure. Ka Vinterprétant dna ce eas le 
Jegoslateur Ia modife: “Mats dans fe cas actual ren de semblable nesiste. “Le texte de 
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VArticle XVIL est parfaitement clair, ct la Compagnie des M ries n'avait demant 

ta Canc tps inne eos Sil pn demand 
Compagnie du Canal voudrait donner & ce mot. Elle avait demandé au Tribunal du faire 
cesser la violation de VArticle XVII résultant de la décision arbitraire du 4 Mars; et le 
‘Tribunal nix prononeé en faveur des Messigeries que parce quil a pu réunir tous les 
Aoments nécessaire s pour former x conviction, M.le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres 
Farfagern cette conviction si son Excellence veut bien entendre les explications qui vont 
suivre. 


Ve Quelle eat dans U Article \7 de I'Aete de Concession la signifeation légale dx mo 
* Tonnca de Capcité dea Navies?” ale te mot 


LAnlcle 17 dit: * par toonean de capaci des nuvirs:" 
14 Compoxnie du Canal pritend qu’ll faut eotendre tonneau don lc 
donnunt A expression “tonneau de eapaeité des: navites.” par Taddition heres feat 
Gui ne se trouve pus insoit dans te text, une signification que ler armnteurs sntestent 
absolament 
La note da 8 Décombre, 1872, sur la question de unification den tonnages » ddmontré 
qu'on, ne connait nulle part de tonocat de eapacité réelle qui vimpose comme oniee 
mathgnatiqae de mesure del capac des naires 
len démontré que le tonnage, tixé pour chaque nation par wae loi intérkeuroy 
vo Te révultat a Idgue, Il este A prouver et ce vem objet 
ceptions al tout ur, que Te tannean de capaci des navies pci pt 
ilo 17 et te tonneau ze ou dé enpacité Idgalement uni France a 
‘momot oi Ia concesslon a été nesorie, <car—ellnd 
fn effet TArticlo 17 a fixé un maximum, Le maximum est le produit névessaire 
ficteurs dont chacan devait avoir au moment de la concession tne valeur précae, 
Inquelle doit restor invariable sous peine de rendre illusoire ka garantie du wnaxi a 
Vunité monetairo servant au ealeul du pdago a toute la fxité voulue.  LAsticle 17 ne 
compte ni cn piastros de Turquie ou «Egypte, ni en scbillings, ni en florins, ni en tholere, 
I ndopte Vunité monstare légnle Frangais, Je frano, cone unité de compte. Le alnple 
bon sens indique, par vole de eonsdquence, CArticle 17 ne ayant pas autrement apcelhe 
que le second fneteur cat Iunité Wale de tnesure maritime Francaise, Or, il n'y avait pas 
¢n France au moment de la Concesion, et il n'y a pax encore ndjound hui, autre tonneeg 
de capaci Kgnte pour les saviren de mer que le toanens: de jange specie par TOndonnanee 
Moya da 1887 en vertu de In Lai da 8 Jule, 1806. 

‘omment In Compagnie du Canal pocrralteelle contester une explication aussi 
Gvidento? Elle en a adie le principe, en termes formels, dans lo cours dl proves délere 
Au Tribunal de Commerce de la Seine. asian 

Yent ainsi quelle a dit — 

P eur de TActe do Concession (M. F. de Losseps) nipond aux Mesaugerie 
4qu'en ele, en m qualité de Frangalas ila wig la olde la Compagule et langue Fenrceiee 
at quil a cu en vue d'employer fer tnités monétaire et maritime Kegales Frangalses pour 
‘éterminer la perception et ta buse de la perception, ”—(" Réponse de In C 
Canal au Mémoire a consulter de Ia Compagaic don Messagerien” page 19.) 

Datis len conclusions déposges au TAbunal [a Compazube da Canal dit encore — 
* Attendu que le maximum eomporte deux facteurs qu'll inporto de déterminer Wane 
manitye jnviriable, & savoir, a quantité monéiaire do 10 francs et le tonneau de eapacites 
ond de ces facteurs doit, avec le premier, dtre determing selon In mesure 
o'Y m pas sur ee point de difliculté entre les partice 
F que la Compagnie du Canal veut ensuite distioguce entie le tonneau de 
Jauge Francais qu'elle repouse ot le tonneau Francain de capacité qu'elle prctondait trues 
dans lo Déoret du 28 Messidor, nn xi, sue len droite A percovoir dans te bassin de 
MBxcnut; mais il n été déwontes devant fe Tribunal quo le Déeret de Fan xi, diene pour 
igir la navigation fluviale, n'avait jamais ev aucun rapport avec le tonnage dos navinee 
de wer nisi par une législation speciale; o& que, daillours, ce Décret avait cond d'dere ce 
vigueur en France depuis 1815. Et alors le dévenseue de ta Compagnie du Canal, & bout 
arguments sest trouvé réduit d pronoocer les paroles suivantes 
‘“ Jidit que to tonneno de eapacitd eat une réalité, mais n'est pas nécoesirement 


une rialité déterminds par Ia toi... . J'ai ajonté que nous navions pas de document 


\égidlatif pour dire: Voila quolle est, au de vue de In légalité, la capacité des navires, 
Jai dit que pour cela it falloit-uae fol et que nous navioos par de lot"—(Plaidoirie de 
(M, Chavnpetier do Mibes & audience du 28 Septembre, 1872.) 

Mais quo devient alors Is theorie des deux facteurs invariables du maximum atmise 
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en principe par Ia Compagnie da Canal, et comment expliquer le maximum sans cette 
garantic ? 

‘Au sorplos, les preuves, fournies par M. de Lesseps Ini-miéme, abondent pour établir 
‘que, jusqu’en 1871, la Compagnie ne cherchait pas un tonneati-type en dehors des limites 
du tonnage officiel 

En 1856, cest-h-dire, année méme de I'Acte de Concession, M. Ferdinand de Lesseps 
se rend en Angleterre pour gagner le commerce a la cause da Canal, que Lond Palmerston 
combattait ouvertement. Au nom de M. de Lesseps, i cbté de tui, dans les meetings 
auxquels ont &é convoqués, dans les principales villes de Angleterre, les armateurs, les 
négociants, les manufacturiers, M. Lange, un des administrateurs de la Compagnie, fait des 
‘éclarations répétées qui ont ‘pour Is solution de la question une portée decisive. Deux 
tations suffront -— 

‘A Newcastle, ripondant an Seerttaire de la Chambre de Commerce, M. Plummer, qui 
Tinterrogeait publiquement yur application du droit de 10 franes par tonneau, M, Lange 
dit:— 

“Creat le navire qui paio; 10 francs est un prix maximum qui ne peut pas étre 
Apne 

‘A Birmingham : 

"La cargaison n'a rien & fhire avec le droit, parce que c'est Jo tonnage enregistré qui 
paic, qui est taxé, et non Ia marchandise. Nous ne pourons pas dépasser ces 10 francs.” 

Ces déclarations métitent qu'on les note; car tn Compagaic du Canal prétend 
ayjourd’bui qu'elle a toujours youlu taxer la marchaadise, en langue Anglaino—et 
est pour cela que M. Lange, Anglais luiméme, parlait au oom de M. de Lesseps, qui 
Cconfirmait sa. paroke—elles ont été traduites en Frangaise, t reoueillies en un volume publié 
par fa Compagnie du Canal, et que M. Ferdinand de Lesseps ne reniera yrs; eae ila dédié 

nbres du Parlement d’'Angleterre. 

‘Crest done, au lendemain dle ta Concossion, bx constatation ausal indéniable qu'elle est 
pricing do In signification que M. de Lesseps attachait au texte de I'Article 17 qu'il déclare 
avoir nédigé. 

Ni en 1866, lorsque, fuute d'une entento internationale pour Vunification, la Compagnie 
reconnalt la nécewité d'aseoir provisoirement 1s perception war la base da tonnage officiel 
constaté par lex papiers de bord, ni en 1870, quand elle sefforce dobtenir du Miniatire dex 
[Ataires Etrangtvos adoption parla France du tonneau offal de Jauge ‘Anglaise pour en 
faire le type dune unification reatreinte, la Compagnio du Canal uo distingue entre le 
tonneau de jauge et le tonneau de capacité. Elle ne parle pax encore de franchir lex limites 
du tonnage officiel. Au moins n'estce gu’en 1871, qulen consultant ler Chambres de 
Commerce, elle accuse publiquement Te désir d6largir lex basea do aa perception. Elle 
rencontre de ce eité des objections ananimes, qai auraient di Vartéter, et dans Je nombre 
talles'de Ia Chambre de Commerce de Copeobagus, dont ta 
pécomptoi imple, donne en deux Ngnes le deenier snot de In discussion 1 

“. .  « « Quant au droit de 10 franos par tonneau, ie nous parait pas douteux quit 
#étend du tondeau Francais. « (nquéte sur fe tonnage, Se, page 16.) 

Crest dove bien le tonneau officiel ot Te tonneau. Hégal de jauge. Frangaise quil fas 
reconinaitre comme étant le tonnean de eapacité des navires, second fhcteur du maxicow 
consacti par TArticle 17. Mais de ce que tello est la vrale signification de VArticle 17, 

ne soit pas possible de substitucr Kialoment un autre tonnenusty pe at 
‘tonneau de jauze Francais pour servir de base a Ja perception ? 

Par exemple, la Compagnie du Canal étant tenue par les Articles 14, 15, et 17, 
dappliquer A tous les navires, A quelque nationalité quis apparticnnent, wn traitement 
identique, serwit-il interdit de réaliser Tunification des tonnages sur un autre type que le 
tonneas de jouge Francais? Noo évidemment. Lunifieation ne pout étre qe to resultat 
dupe entonie internationale ; et comme il nest permis havoune Puissance, pas plus qu'd Ia 
‘Compagnie da Canal, d'impaser d quelque Paissance que ce soit un mode de jnnger ses 
navires autre que celui quielle a fixe par sa propre lot, Yexclusion de tout autre type que 
Je tonneau Francais pourrait opposer a Vadoption un type commun des obstacles insur- 
montables. Tl'eat done Gvident que toute il 


ibert6 doit Gtre Inisséo aux Paissunoes pour 
concerter Ia détermination de ce type. Il ext évident aussi qu’ Sa Majesté Lupérinle le 
Sultan appartient exclusivement le droit de décréter Tndoption du type anifié pour servir 
Ja perception de In taxe dans le Canal de Suez, et de détermincr & nouveau le quawtwn de 
Ia taxe en raison du nouveau type adopte 

Ta seule conséquence nécessaire qui découle, pour la fixation du quantum, de tu 
signification précise de VArticle 17, et cette conséquence n'a rion qui ports atteinte au 
droit souverain du Sultan, puisqu'elle derive d'une loi que Sa Majesté Linpériale a donude, 
crest que Ia solidarité consacrée par I'Article 17 entre les deux facteurs du maximum ne 





peut Jn tre altérée. Si le tonuage est modifé, le prix devra subir une modification 
proportiounelle, 

Tout est done clair dans lArticle 17, le principe et les conséquences; et rie 
iotorae'h peateeniay anaes 15 Sl Ceaeetse de Coonle ee Seer 
intervenie pour lui assigner une signification certain, 


VI-—Dans quelle mesure le Gouvernement Impérial peutnilintervenir pour régler les droite 
reapeclfe dele Compepeie Canal des ties iathces? 


La conclusion de cet exposé est-olle que le Gouvernement Impérial n'a pas le droit 
dintorprcter, cest-edire de modifier #'il le croit nécexsaire, le Contrat iE tepi + Non, 
‘On se borne’ représenter qu'il n'y a pas, dans Vespéce, cette dvidente nécessité do 
fication sanw Inquelle le Kégislatour winterdit de revenir sar la Joi qu'il a rendue et qu'il n¢ 
pet odie san en affaiblir Vautorité, sans s'exposer & compromettre des droits ot des 
a respectables. 

aqui les drut résultant pour ls ties du eabier des charges de la concession 
lien de droit qu'il a eréé n'ont db bata dans la présente note, qu'eu égard au ee 
sionnaire, qui est tenw de remplir les obligations par lui contractées, et qui pout y étre 

Contraint, par les voles de droit, sane autee limite que la cessation de sa jouisiance. "Mais 
‘ile Souverain, auteur dela coxcenion, eroyait devoir la moder, les ters auraiat-il le 
droit d'invoquer len, wnt solennel consacré par I'Article 14% Pourraient-ils soutenir 
que f lien do droit sdlbvo jusgu’’t Pauteur de Ia concession? Dans un sentiment de 
Foapect sane réwrve cavers Sa Majeaté Loperiale le Sulton, on wabstiendra de discuver 
cote cumin a tea nek Tngenots aden de Feoacn Soureming 

Dana Tiatérét de ta Compagnie du Canal qoi ne peut dtre sire de vivre et de 
ospérer que ai le commerce maritime trouve avantage A substtver, sans bésitation et sur 
hne grande éehelle, In vapeur i Ia voile pour dewervir les. échanges votre VBurope et 

Vexteéme Orient, il est nécessaire que le contrat originaire sit sorupuleusament respecté, 
Le commerce béaite parce qu'il ne veut pas étre livré aux incertitudes d'an régime 
rtitenire, encore moins quill ho veut dtre prossuré, Il rendra en confiance, c'est--dire en 
opdetione wultipli¢es et fructocuses pour la Compagnic, ce qu'elle lui aura donné en 

Si fee suggestions rexpectucusement soumises A M.le Ministre des Affaires Etrnngres, 
dane la présente note, dtaent. prises en considération par son Kxccllenee, et si FActe de 

Conceaston restait intact, Vntervention da Gouvernement Tenperial, Sexergant dans le 
ciel de 08 setiig normale, ‘ne produirait que de bons résultats 

‘bor i ritablirait Vorde en ramenant transitoirement 1a Compagnie & perce 

tone a abe tonne of re ne ed 

luiswerait aux tril wx le devoir qui 

conta voi qui leur incombe de statuer sur tes titlges 

I hierait Ia réonion do ln Commission Technique, dont ia tache so trouve grandewe 

implifiée, et semble devolr dre adoption ‘que vient de fhire Li pecaw a 

syste de. jaugeuge Anglals accept di par ploleurs dex principales nations maritimes, 
Kalin, Fanifiention réalisde, le Gouvernement Impérial réglorit application de la 
face nu tonneni-type adopté, -Eslaré de Tavis de la Commision Technique, seeond6 par 

Ie eoncour des Amnbastavieure ct dex Ministres nconidités pré la Sublime Porte, il atatucrait 

Tibrement et dans les conditions les meilleuros pour étendre sur tous les droits et sur tous 
los Intent une impartial ju 

Dé, le V3 Jnneier, W873, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 169. 
Memorandum for the Comte de Vogité. 


Question de PUnifcatian der Tonnages. 


CK qoi nécessite Ja ronion des Commissaires Techniques que son Excellence Khal 
Chérif Pacha » annoned intention de provoquer pour atau ae ani 

vies tononges, c'est que, mans I'adoption d'un type de tonnoge identique pour toutes les 
rations ett impomible appliquer aux nares de eatoalits dienes qui traverent 
lo Canal de Suek, le traitement: ‘ique formeller exige Lic 

Co Se EC ett ee ment exigé par les Articles 14, 15, et 17 


101 


La Compaguie du Canal, comprenant In premidre cette néeessité au moment oli elle 
se préparait 4 inaugurer son exploitation avait demandé, en 1868, 2 une Commiasion 
Tinedicurs reunie par ses sins et sans carnctére officiel le moyen pratique duppliquer 
oie eaic vat Ia tae de nxvigntion. Cette Commission & émis Tavis “qu’en attendant un 
element international, qui serait alors adopts, a Compagnie dy Canal dewsit sen tenie 
Parement et aimplement, pour la perception des droits, au tonnage dtabli par les: papers 
de bord, sans distinction de villona” 

Crest co que la Compagnie a fait et ce qui a subyisté jusqu’au 4 Mary, 1872. 

{A cette Cpoque In pénurie de ces ressources ct In pression d'une coalition dactionosites 
aqui réelamaient Tapplieation de la taxe sur a base du mitre cube—aquils prétendaient Ere 
Hnité de mesure spéeifice dans le cahicr des charges a tonneau de capac 
Tont décidée & suppléer te défaut du réglement internat déterminant un tonoeaur 
type quelle imposerait, de son autorité privée, pour servit, 
ception de la taxe. 

Cette solution n 6 appliquée i compter du 1 Juillet, 1 

Elle a soulevé les réolamations de tove les armatenrs qui n'ont payé quien protestant 
et sous la réserve de leur droit. Les armateure Anglais, Arnérioaina, Italiens ont waist de 

vr pints Ye Sultan par ia vole diplomatique, "La Compagnie des Messagerica 
tars iié au Tribunal de Commerce de tx Seine, qu'elle oroyait Je seul competent et dont 
Ja Compognie du Canal ne déclinat pas la compstence, le redressement de sos grief 

Ca qui est conatant, c'est Ue le nouveau mode de perception, ne reponat, que sur le 
icin Llvtrsie de ln Compagnie du Canals cat ni le Vice-Itoi nile Sultan n'ont accords 
Vautorisat que la Cony ie avait demaniée, Cela résulte formellement d'une lettre 
eae sain, 187%, au nom du Gouvernement. Eyyptien, 0 ta Compagnie di Canal 

Le Jugement da ‘Tribunal de Commerce de la Seine ¢t intervenu le 26 Octobre, 
M. de Leeseps, au nom de la Compagnie, a dénoned ce jugement comme une usurpation 
eur les droits souverains du Sultan. La Sublime, Porte « protesté contre 'intervention du 
Thal, mage, en undme temps elle s'est réworvé d'excamsiner fa question qui avalt soulevé 

Frat et AL he Lomepm, au nom de ta Comopnguie. sent woumie A Vavanee & tn décixion 

Sublime Porte, 

wolweellence Khalil Pacha a comptis que fo point de dépnrt de cette 
Jevnit Bire une enteate internationale pour adoption de Wétalon unique de tonnny 
pousible Tapplioation Iégale & tous tos, navires do. traitemont identique 
des charges; et, au moment mime ot la Sublime Porte éincttait ta 
on que Tui aeait demandée Ia Compagnie, le Ministre anvongait intention de la 
Parte provoquer In éunon > Constantinople de Commissares spécinu que les 
diverses Pulsxances sernient Invitées A déléguer pour arriver A congerter l'unité de tonnage. 
Fniptre ne faisait que rendre hommage au droit souverain de ehacune de 
ven meme taps quil revendiqual, pour a part, Le droit nouyernin 
de la Sublime Porte, 

Dans chagoe pays, en effat, Ia fixation dit tonnage, qui est Texpression Hégalo de. la 
copoctt dea navies, ext rsernée au legiatour. Pour artiver& uifeation des tonna 
{Thatlait done que le Gouvernement dle chaque pays. pat. déariter application tous les 
Mavires portant son pavillon di tonnaze-type adopt a, ta suite d'un. concert international 
et Cost Aabord h ralisor ce concert qu'il fallait viser, 

Tice principes ainsi Cablis, deux consdquences en découlent. La Compagnie du Canal, 
on décidapt. delen toute autorité que ta base cle application de la taxe aux navites de 
toute nationalité serait le gross tonnage Anglais, ne attribué le droit qui teh tneee 

‘chayue pays quiau Kegishateur de ce pays Elle done cowmia un veritable acte 
Mosorpatlon toacsevlemest it sourerain de Ia Sublime Porte, mais sur le droit de 

ornce. 


toutes les nations du monde, Voila ta prew 
a les nation du monde Ying Pure a revendqu a drat souvernln pour lle et 


pour toutes Ice Puissances, en reconnalssant quiavaat de readre sa décision quant i 
Tapplication de In tave elle devait priolablement obtenir d'un concert international le 
fixation de Fonité de tonnage. Ia justice veut que les fits antérieurs soiont anoulés, comme 
constituant usurpation, et qu’ila ne puissent pas ne reprodulre. 

Voll poureci, ta Compagmie ides Messageriea est en droit. de domonder quo tn 
Compagnie du Canal soit mise en demeure par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté frnpérvile te 
Salta, dont ‘lle depeod comme Compazaie Rayptichne, de rétablie Ia perception sur le 
Tonnaie olicel, seule bose gale, jusqu'h ce quéun toouage-type ayant éé Iégaloment 


adopt, la Sublime Porte ait pu ordonner application de Ja taxe & cv tonnage, 
Jeneot la Cotrpspeis tn Canal yooeai- Ala ppeétendre que, le tonneau de capacité 
péeifié par 1> cabier des charges devant tre entendu dans Te sens de In capncité ell, la 
imecre guile inde simpone come une véité neces. ae 

{yety 
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La signification du mot “tonneau de capacté™ n'a jams 6¢ autre que cele du tonneat 
dee Ste menureeouventionnll east pas ube mesure mathématioe. 

(er tnutention de la Compagnie ne serait admissible que si le cabier des charges avait 
prescrt In perception sur la base d'npe mesure nathématiqoe, eomme serait le pic cube, le 
irre cubelou Te pled cube. La capacité rélle d'un navire Wexiste pas d'illeurs mothe 
matiqaement s'il ne le déclace In Compagnie du Canal, de la capacité utilisable 
rate clcrcr nahématiquement Ia capusté absolue d'un pavire comme elle de tout 
toluie eteonsrt Mala oh ne peu ps fixer invaiableent a capacité Utilisable de ce 

attendu qu'il ne sulbt pax que Te naire puisse conteair: il faut qu'il potsse 
Tiremcot of tilement porter ce qu'il contient: et, auivant la nature et Te poids relatifs des 
thjets wil devra successivernen! porte, suivant les mers sur lesquells i devra successive- 
eet caviguer, suivant ln sabon, og, dans In mde saison, selon état du temps et 
fe veut rienant sur In méme mer, suivant enfin In vitesse plus ou m 
oudmn lu primer, i fuudra fhinw varier son trent d'eau, et par eonséquent aboutir & des 
Yaraonsinhen dans Yutlaation de Ia eapndtd. 

Vorlh pourquoi la lol lorqu'elie veut exprimer 1a capacté utilisable don navire, le 
mesure thee dtat moyen et pat ate, ne. peut user qe d'un procélé conventionne. 
Toor ln spécification de eatto mesure, u'on appelle Te tonneau do jatige ou de capaci, elle 
E22? We ae atore ates cireanstance nberentes aux newt Yurables de la navign- 
tion, Le'navire ne pouvant, dana la pluralité des cas, trouver de chargement que pour 
Dono des triverées eonstituant le voyage complet, et devant trix-rouvent navi 
ora erst ipenplet ou rut let, lol ne parva pas dquitablement permettre que Te 
anager quis daprée fee wages ublversely ert de base & la perception des droits frappant 
Te'corpa da navite, Mt ealeulé en raison de plein changement, qui ext le maximum et non 
In uavenne de utilisation possible. Lexpérionen des faite de In navigation a donc post 

oa Ee Ie ad Wgulatcar, et partaut ello m exercé une influence scosiblrbent 
Peile, queluce diférences qui ae sofeat dalleurs produits dans le choix des procélés do 
mesurnge do In capacit 

Tone retire’ co révultat snisiauble par an exemple il suffit de comparer lo grom 
Lonnage, tel_quo Vn duabli eu Angleterre le Merchant Shipping Act” de 1834, et Ie 
tonnage bwut, tel qu'il résulte en France de VOrdonoance Royale de 1837, Un tableau 
Joint nu rapport offviel de la Commision instituge en 1863, au Ministire du Commerce et 
aaa cnet Publics en France,-Commission, qui continue actuellement ses études pour 
oe cer detettyiner wn topnage comiut & la Pratice et & VAngleterre—conatate qu'il n'y 
wrrncVensemble de vingt navin des deux, nations, jaugés un & un et comparativenient 
Miwaat la méthode Fratuaiae et sclon la wnithode Anglnise, qu'un écart de 2 pour cent 

‘Or, le gross tonnage Anglais, que Te Compagnie dy Canal ne conteste pas puisgu'elle 
ena fat, de on propre voioats, le fonlement de application de aa taxe aux navires de 
Toutes nationnlitée, néchappe pas plus que Te tonnage brut Francais influence dea 
lounges expevimontales, Le "gross tonnage” ext, en eft, le rGvultat de ta division da 
tibe alwoll de toutes les parties couverten du navire par lo nombre 100, qui ne xe justific 
Tuicadine par aucune rekon scientifique, et wn été ndopté que parce qu'une expérience 
vaaditionnelle ta recommande cowme éant Ye plus coavenable, Ce que la Compagnie da 
Cant onteate, ce west pas le aystime dou révalte Te "gross tonnage ;" elle conteste qu'il 

aa ee tneconier In deduction que lo Kigilateur Anglais @ reconnu juste d’opérer pour 
Jepace now ulilable que la machine aceupe dans un navire A vapeur, déduetion qui n'est 
nt que réaultat mathdmatique dun ealeul proportionnelle, 

Ta’y a dooe pas de tonneas de cxpacité réile sclontifiquement compu. La 
“ompaigaie di Canal he peut done pas soutenie que Te tonneau qu'elle a prétenda impoyer, 
Hae eente Tulméme comme vie yérité mathématique, n'y a done pas d'autre moyen 
Tbarl darriver fixer pour toutes lex nations un type de tonnage wniforme qu'une 
Convention Internationale; et la Conférence Technique, doat ee Khalil sore 
fait adopter lo péincipe par Ia Sublime Porte, est, pour arriver aw ique procédé qui 
deride nfersatignal. Daas Mote de la Compagnie da Caos, comme dane 
ie hides denateurs de toutes les nations, test dane urgent de réunir les Commissaires qui 
devront prendre part d cette Conférence, 

‘sera coustituée Ia Commission Technique? 
heen le programnie et Tordre do ses travaux 2 

ease ve frcei-t-on A rendre posable a decision que Ia Sublime Porte sest réservée 
relativeweut aux questions qul intérexsent spécialement ie Canal de Suez ? 

Test évident. tout d'ubord, que le tonnage dont il s'azit de réaliser Tunité type oc 
peut pus Etre eotséré au point de vue exelusif de ls perception du péage dans Je Canal 
se Naces. Depuis lopgtemps lev Puissanees Européennes s’appliquent i efacer entre lears 
ages respectife les diffrences qui compliquent inatilemeat les transactions du commerce, 
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les reuident diffciles et anéreuses, et entrainent souvent des inégalités de traitement injustes 
et rexatoires. C'est ce besoin universellement compris de simplifier les rouages qui a 
‘conduit récemment a V'adoption du métre comme type international de I'aniti de mesure 
Tindaire. Ul fait rechercher depuis longtemps Ia fixation d'un étalon monétaire unique, et 
nie recommande pas moins impéricusement l'unification des tonnages. 

La Sublime Porte, qui est aujourd'hui plus particoligrerment frappée de cette derniéne 
nicest, A cause des difficultes que rencontre Tassiette normale de In perception dex 
droits davs le Canal de Suez, aura Thoaueur de Minitiative pour l'unitication des tonnages. 
Lintérét pratique et urgent qui s'attache Ace que ce bienfait profite aux rapports eénéraox 
du commerce avec le Canal de Suet, nutorise Vinitiative qu’elle a prise, et les Poissances 
maritimes ne pourront que répondre aveo empressement a son appel 

‘La Commission Technique, qui devra préparer Paccord internat 
convenabloment constituée par Vinvitation que In Sublime Porte adresserailt 4 chacune des 
ations qui sont représentées aupris delle, d'envoyer & Constantinople, pour s'y réunir i 
ses propres Commissaires, deux délézué, un choint putmi lex ingénicurs constractours de 
avs utr para es onetoomars relevant de Tadanistration du comere 

Un mode de procéiler plus simple pourrait étre de n'appeler & participer aux travaux 

dela Connteron que les délQgass des principales Palsances waritimes 1 laissant 

ite le Protocole ouvert & Vucceptation des Pulssances qui n'y auraicnt pas d'ubord 
dirceternent particlpé, 

‘Quant au programme dos travaux de la Commission i semble difficilo de Tui assiguer 
‘un point de depart plus pratique que celui anquel son Excelloace Khalil Pacha a spontand~ 
went pensé, 'est-hedire, le régime du tonnage appliqué par la Commision Européenne aux 
Touches da’ Danube. Le Merchant Shipplog, Act" de 1854 serait ninsl ta buen do Yetude 
contiGe A la Commission, puiaque le réglement da Danube a 61é Gtabli d'aprés eet ncte, et 
‘qv0, duillears, los rhglos qu'il a institudes sont Agi adoptéex ov en vole d'étre adoptées 
par toutes les nations maritimes. 

‘Le but principal proposé A ia Commission serait \'aniBention des tonnages. 

Accensdirement elle serait invitée A exprimer son opinion sur te moyen lo plus 
équitable dappliquer au tonnage onifié la taxe dont Ia perception est autoriage pat le ‘caliet 
de» charges sur los naviros tranaitant dans le Canol de Sues 

La premigre conséquonce dos travaux de Ia Commission, si sox propositions paralss 
saient pouvoir conduire 4 un révultat pratique, serait un ‘Traltd, entro toutes Jes nations 
repréventées, pour réaliser Yadoption du tonnage unifié; co Traité ne pouvant, daillours 
produire set effets internationaux qu'aprés que, pour chacune des nations conteuctant 
‘vue fol intérieure aurait mnctionné Padoption de co tonnage. 

est i Tisaue de cos négociations seulement que In décision de Ia Sublime Porte 
pourra étre rendue en ce qui concerne le Canal de Sucz, I n'y aurnit done pas un jour & 
perdre pour convoquer ta Commissio 

Test évident enfin que jusqu'a co que la décision impériale, préeédde do. Vexam 
concerté qui Pentourera de toutes les garantion de Vimmportinle justice, ait ¢té prise, on no 
pout ni Iégalement ni 6quitablement pormetire Vapplication de Ja taxe sur une base autre 
que celle du tonnage officiel de chaque navire. 

Péva, te 8 Décombre, \872. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 169 
M. Girette to the Comte de Voyiié 


M. le Comte, Pera, te 3 Janvier, 1879, 
JE suis heureuy de trouver dans la dépiche de son Excellence Khalil Chérif Pacha, en 
date du 25 Décembre, que vous m'avex fait Vhonneut de me communiquer, Mexpression 
de la satisfaction avec inquelle le Gouvernement de Sa, Majeaté Topi lo Sula e 
Tappel que je lui ai adressé par votre entremnise te 29 Noveinbre dernior, au nom de la 
Comeau Francaise des Messagerics Maritimes. 
aucun ts Excellence site, le Gouvernsent Impérial eat mainenaat conrninow, que 
Ich moment la Compagaie des Messageries n'a voulu manquer A Iadéférence ot nu respect 
auelle lt det, et quel asin toutes es occasions de ralfester > 
, dans cet esprit de déférence, M. le Comte, que je m'empresse de reconnaitre le 
droit incontestable, en vertu duquel M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres revendique pour 
Jes tribunaux locanx en Ezypte, aux termes de I'Article XVI de la Coavention® annexe au 
fs: Aticle XVT. Les difrendsen Eaype entre lx Compaguie oto parisien 8 yosiqueustioalié os 


SER ree ets pa hee titans locous suvant le former eonmterde pr Fer ols et uray du ayy ot 
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Firman Impérial du 17 Mai, 1866, ta joridiction générale sur les différends en Fgypte entre 

Ja Compagnie Exyptieune du Casal Maritime de Suez et les particuliers& quelque nationalité 
{qu'ls appartiennent 

Le Gouvernement Impérial a pa vérifier que ce n'est pas A Ia Compagnie des Messa- 
gerles que doit étre imputé le silence gardé au sujet de cet acte fondamental A Foceasion 

qui n été déléré au Tribanal de Commerce de Ia Seine et qui se poursuit sctuelle- 
devant Je Cour dAppet do Paris 

Si ce litige avait é¢ porté devant lo tribunal compé 
douteux qu’aucune protestation n'edt pu sélever contre Tintervention da poavair judicisire 
qui, dapris les termes de U'Article XVI, nurait 66 normalement saisi. Il shgissnit en 
‘effet d'examiner si les conditions de Ia Concession, forwulées dans le cabier des charges 
‘ea viguewr, avalent été ou non fidélement exécutées. Or, c'est un principe de droit prabiio 
dans lo monde entier que, s'il apparticnt aox Souversins et aux parlements, en un mot au 
pouvoir Léxislatf, de thire les lots et lex rbglements ayant force de loi, c'est aux tribunamx 
qu'il appartient W'en assurer Vapplication. Sila loi est reconnue mauvaike, obscure ou 
insuflisante, le législatour ne Vinterprete qu'en Tu: substituant une lol nouvelle qui ne peut 
avoir d'oflee rétronetif, Tuot quelle ia pas été modifiée, In lot subsiste avee toute 
autorité do ta loi et 16 joge dolt Fapptiquer. C'est en effet tin autre principe incontesté 
du droit pablic quo le jage ne peut. sans commettre un déal de justice, rofuser de juger 
sous lo pritexte du slence, de Fobseurité, ou de Minsuffisance de la loi. Le tribunal 
compétent en Egypte aurait dono névessairement jugeé le liti lui avait &é déféré, Et 
‘cola le tribunal n’aurult fait que suivre la ligne de couduite tmege par le Gouvernement 
du Vico-Roi Ini-méme, torque, répondant aux plaintes des armatears Italien contre. In 
\écision de Ia Compagnic du Canal qui fait Vobjet du litize, Son. Altesse lex engageait & en 
‘wisir Tes tribunaux locaurx en Egypte. 

Time sera permis dajouter quo, si lo Firman Timpérint de 1866 avait pas moditié 
‘comme ila fhit Vattribution de juridiction eonsacrée en faveur des Tribunaus de ta Seine 
ar los statuts nnnexé A 'Acte de Concession de 1856, le Jugement readu par le Tribunal 
ste Commerce de Paris le 2% Octobre dernier naurnit pu, non plus, soulever aucune 
réclammation Tégitime. Mais lo fuit de cette modification, que Ia Compagnie ignorait 
lorque le proces u été engngé, est aujourd'hui constant et en présence de VArticle XVI 
de lk Convention annexee au Firman Impérial do 1866, je reconnais, au nom de la 
Compagnie, que le Gouvernement hnpérinl ext en droit do refuser & oe jugement sur le 
territoire Ottoman le earnctiro dune seutence exéeutoire. 

Mnis la déclaration qui préetde et Yappel que J'ai adreasé en toute conflance au 

avarnemont Impérial par ma lettre du 20 Novembre, wiumpliqueat pax M. le Comte, 

Ia Compagnio des Meyangerien ait renoneé aux garantics que lui 

‘on Fnince sculement, le jugemont da 26 Octobre, et Ia loyauté 
subsister i ect Gard aucune quivoque. LArticle 14 da Code Civil Frangais dig 
#1 effet que # Vetranger, méme non résidant en Fronee, pourra étre traduit devant los 
‘Tribunaox de Face pour lex obligations par tui contrnctées en pays étrangor envers 
des Francais.” C'est 1a uo principe dordre public qui n'est pas particulier & In France ot 
qui se ret as les ‘coes de In plupart, sinon de Touteertalté des balions Bares 
péennes, Le Tribunal de Commerce se la Seine, en vertu du droit inhéreat & In qualité 
do Frangaix que consacre V'Article 14, a'aurait pas pa refaser de se aaixir da titige. Il a 
dono ligalement jugs, et le jagement quill a rendu ne pout pas dtre riformé pour vieo 
Aineompétonce. C'est tk Fopnion unanime des jurisconsultes qui waiatent la Compagnic 
dew Messageries Maritimes, et si te Gouvernement Tupérial recucillait Vavie des jiges 
émineats ce nations diverios qui xe trouvent en ce moment réunis & Constantinople, Je 
suis assurd quo ovt avis serait conforme & opinion de nos Conseils, 

Ep ajoutant quo l'opinion de cos Conyells est aussi que le jugement sera confirmé sue 
le fond, Jo muis cortain de ne rien dire qui polsse éveiller fe» Kitimes susceptibilités 

1, puixque, moe confirms en appel le jugement ne sera 
re de plein droit qu’en Prance ct ne pourrait ¢ére rendu exéeutoire en Turquie que 
41 le Gouvernement Impérial le permet 

Mle Minitte des A fires Etrangires recerra diuilleurstrés-prochainement communi: 
ceation si’ane note dans laquelle je me suix appliqué & élucider, av point de vue du droit, lex 
diversex questions agitées A occasion dt IMige. En fst examiner ce travail son 
Excellence se convaincra que tes délicates questions dont il wagit ont été étudiges dans 
Vesprit te plus reapectucox pour les pouvoirs souverains do Sa Majesté Imperiale te 
‘Sultan et de manidre A ménager A evs pouvoirs Ia sanction Ia plus complete. 

En vous priant, M. le Comte, de vouiloie bien communiquer la présente lettre A M. le 
Ministro dea Affaites Bimngéres, je ne Yeux pas termine sans remereier son Excellence de 
‘avoir fait parvenir Fassurance que la demande exposée dans ma lettre du 29 Novembre 


ext A fexamen et requit toute Vattention exigée par les intiréts multiples et considérables 
quelle concerne. Je serais mal venv a trop insister pour obtenir une prompte solution au 
point do vue spécial de la Compagnie des Messagerics, qui tient dda, da jugement du 
YG Octobre, le moyen de récupérer en France les sommes indiiment exigées delle par la 
Compagnie du Canal. Ce serait, dailleurs, méconnaitre Vimportance de 1a garantie qui 
résulte pour tous les armateurs de ls déclaration si nette consignée dans la dépéche que son 
Altesse Khalil Pacha a adressée le 25 Décembre A M. I'Ambassadeur de Turquie & Paris, 
Mais cotte déclaration méme m'autorise peut-ttre A faire remarquer combien il est urgent 
de faire cesser la perception iiléeale, qui ne se continue qu‘en élargissant chaque jour les 
dommages inflizés & la navigation, ct, pur conséquent, 1a responsabilité & la charge de Ta 
‘qui les inflige. 
Vouillez, &e. 
(Sign) GIRETTE, 
Ailministrateur de Ta Compagnie dex Messageries Maritiones. 


Colonel Stanton to Earl Granville-—(Received Februory 3.) 


Nu. 2.4 1) 
My ieiacree Alesandeia, January 14, 1873. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's Ciroular despatch, 
Commercial. dated the 19th of December, instructing me, for the information of the 
Fevptian Goverament, that, ia consequence of an opinion expressed by the Goverment 
of the Porte that the questions connected with the Suez Canal ducs would be boxt dealt 
‘with by Conference of the maritime Powers at Constantinople, Sic Hoary Bitiot has been 
instructed by your Lordship to inform the Porte that Her Majesty's Government are 
Prepared to ake part in a Conference of the maritime Powers interested in the question, 
trith a view to betuging about an agreciment ns to the nature and extent of the duce to be 
Tovied by the Suce Canal Company under the terms of the Act of Concession, as, well ns 
to the busis upon which the tonoage measurement adopted by the Company Ie to be 
established } and farther, that the Turkish Government hare at the xaune time been given 
10 understand that the ‘consent of Her Majesty's Government to this arrangement. is 
‘accompanied by the reervation that the conclusions at which tho Conforenee may arrive 
shall not become operative until they have been referred to all the Powers, and shall have 
heen accepted by them ; and 1 beg to inform your Lordship that Ihave daly communicated 
to the Egyptian Government the views of Her Majesty's Government as instructed by 
your Lordship dewpateb, 

T have, &e. 
(Bignod) " EDWD. STANTON, 


No, 171, 
Colonel Stanton to Karl Granville,—(Received February 8.) 


No. 4. sal. 
tt ro rceee ; Aterandcin, Jennary 2, 1878, 
WITH reference to my immodiatel, ing despatch, reporting, fa. reply to. your 
Loess toga ‘by telegraph, the pe tonnage duty now levied by the Bee ‘Canal 
have the honour to forward herewith to your Lordship two copies of the 
vigation” of the Canal Company published in Parte under date of the 
‘tho X1Ith Article of which set forth the system followed by the 
Wy in connection with these dues. 
aera provide that the tonnage, ealealated on the method actually 
followed in Bnuland for gauging vessel, shall verve as the basis for levying the dues, No 
deduction whatever ix inde for engine space, aod all covered not included in the 
fil tonnago of the vessel are exuged by the agent ofthe Compaty and ald to the 
tonnage, the dues being levied on the total gross tonnage thus obtained, 
"The Company claims the right of gauging vowels whose papers do not show the 


‘amount of their groes tonnage, the English system of measurement for loaded vessels being, 
cues. 


followed in such br 
(Signed) EDWD. STANTON, 


fea) 28 
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Taclosure in No, 171. 
Article 12 of the  Réglement de Navigation dans te Canal Maritime de Sues,” 


ARTICLE 12. 


A partir du 1 Juillet, 1872, la Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez 
spécial de navigation de 10/fr. par tonne sur In capacité réelle des navires. 

2 Le “gross tonnage” ou tonnage brut inserit sur les papiers de bord des navires 
Jaugés d’apris In méthode Anglaise uctuellement en usage sert de base a cette pereeption. 

Les naires de toutes nations dont les papiers de bord n’indiquent pas ce tonnage 
Gabli d'apris Ia méthode cisdessus y sont ramenés au moyen du baréme unnexé au présent 
réglement. 

J. Les biitiments qui wont pas de papiers de bord ou o'en ont que d'incomplets sont 
jaugés par les agonts de la Compagnie daprés ta rele actuellement en usago en Angle~ 
terre pour meaurvr les navires charges, 

5, Tous les espaces couverts i demeure ov provisoirement, qui ne sont pas compris 
dans fe tonnage officiel du navire, wont jaugés par les ageits de In Cou 
rile netuellement en usage en Angleterre. Le tonna 1 est 

Los bitiments d’Etat sont traités, perception des di 
pognie, conformément aux regles sppliqu 

Le droit de 10 fr. par tote de paxsnger, ainsi que le droit de transit, sont payables 
<avanee,  entege de Port Sat ou 2 

Les droits de stationnement ou dianorage & Port Said, A Ismailin et devant le torre. 

in de Suez, sont fixés 2c par jour ot par tonne apres un séjour de vingt-qeatre 
ro4, In place assigns par Te eapitalne de port, et quelle que noit la durée da stationnos 
ment. " Cos frais sont exigibles tous los dix jours. 

Les erreurs dans la déolaration du tonnage oa dans In perception doa droits devront 
dtre rectifiges dans Jo mois qui suive le passage du navire. Apres co délal les rectfie 
ations ne seront pas ucmises; aucune application erronée du tarif ne pourra jamais 
Are invoquéo i titre de préoélent contte la Conspagnie. 

NB._—Tout on adoptant comme boo de Ia perception de sex droit le tonnage ésultaat 
du mode de merurge Waprée Ia méthode indiquée, lk Compagnie du Canal Maritime de 
‘Suen ne renonce pas, pour Pavenir, & application de tel mode nouvenu de jaugeage qui se 
présenterait aveo des avantages de précision supérieurs & ceux du mode actacl. 


No, 172. 
Sir B, Thornton to Karl Grancille—(Receiced February 4.) 


3. Commerch 
Lord, Washington, Janvary 20, 1873. 
ON the receipt of your Lordship's Circular*despateh of the 1ith ultimo, relative to 

the Suer Cunal does, I addressed m note to Me. Fish cootaning the aubstace of that 

despatch. 
T have now the honour to inclose copy of Mr. Fish’s answer, from which your Lord= 

ship will perceive that the United Stator’ Government does not object to taking part in a 

Conference of time Powers interested in tho matter at Constants 

tho United States’ Minister bas beet instructed accordingly, 

authorized to commit his Government to any conclusion which may be reached until there 

‘hall have been an opportunity to examine at Washington the results of the Conference. 

T have, de. 
(Signed) , THORNTON, 


Inclosure in No. 172. 
Mr, Fish to Sir By Thornton. 
Sir, Department of State, Washington, January \4, 1873, 
1 HAVE bad tho honour to receive your note of the Sth intant stating that you bad 


been instructed by Earl Gminville to inform me that it was supposed that questions 
connected with the Suez Canal dues would be best dealt with by a Confercoce of the 
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time Powers at Constantinople and that Her Majesty's Government is prepared to 
In reply, L have the honour to inform you that this Government does not object also 
to take part in sach a Conference, Mr. Baker, the Minister of the United States at 
Constantinople, as been instructed accordingly, but bas not been authorized to commit 
this Government toany conclusion which may be reached until there sball have been an 


junity to examine here the resalts of the Conference. 
Opportunity to exam the resal ies = 
(Signed) HAMILTON FISH 


No. 173, 
Earl Grancille to Sir H, Eliot 


elegraphic.) Foreign Office, February 6,187 
Pree it STANTON roports that bo has commuctea tte Eeyptan Goren 
‘ment the substance of my despatch Commercial No 78 of December 6, as to Conforenoe 
‘on Svez Canal dues. A copy of the despateh was circulated in the same manner as my 
despatch of August 31. 

Tostructions to you are under consideration, 
EE 
No. 174, 

Mr. Gray to Lard Tenterden —(Received February 8.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, Bebrwary 7, 1873, 

T AM directed by the Board of Trude to wcknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 20th ultimo, inclosing a despatch from Her Majosty's Ambassador at Constanti- 
‘ople, respecting the interpretation placed upon tonnage by the Suce Canal Company. 

in reply, tho Board of Trade would observe that the original arrangernent ws regards 
ships using fof the Danube bas been altered by the adoption of that contained 
in the Moworandam, a copy of which Is inclosed, ioe 

(Signed) | THOMAS GRAY, 


Inclosure in 174. 
Admeeurement of Tonnage of Ships wring the Mouthy of the Danube, 


Principles 


gross register tonnage of every ship shall be deemed to be the cubical contents 
of the Heat ot the ship, nid of every coveredin spnoe on the uppormost. deok, The 
ontents of ruch spaces shall be determived in the manner apecied in the “Tonnage 
ions " heretvalter contain i 

easier net register tonnage of suling-ships shall be decmed tobe the gross register 
tonnage as above described, less the space occupied by. eamen and apprentices, and 
appropriated to their use. The net register tonnage of ships propelled by steam or other 
ower requiring engine room sholl bo deomed to be the gross register tonnage ax above 
described, less the space occupied by seamen and apprentices and appropriated to their 
use, nod iso less the spaces cecupied by the engine room and allowance for coal buokors, 
‘The contents of the said crew paces and engine and coal spaces, and the deductions on 
account thereof, shall be determined in manner specified in the tonnage rmgulations herein- 
after contained ‘ ne 

3, Whenever the tonnage of any ship has been ascertained and registered in accord- 
ance with the ‘regulations hereinafter contained, the samo aball thenceforth be 
deemed to be the tonnage of such ship, unless any alteration is made in the form, infernal 
arrangement, or capacity of such ship, or unless it is discovered that the tonnage of such 
ship fas been erroneously computed; and in either of such eases such ship shall be re- 
measured, and ber tonnage determined according to the suid tonnage regulations, 


ner 
snug a 
stipe 


Net rogiaer 
tounge. 





Tonnage dech. 4. tia Less 
— I. The “tonnage deck" s ake 
ne than rs dks mage eck chal bi taken to be the upper deck in ships which have less nusmbeng the apne read ons aod soon dor. to the Yonest bread); 
vereuents 5. All "toenaneatanitata low in all of pe Multiply the sceond and fourth by four, and the third by twos add these 
and Packie aprarements abel be taba. tn fet and foctons of feel, fa metre Twice together, and tothe sum add the fret breadth and the fifths multiply 
Q ae ‘it feet nll fractions of feet shall be expressed in The quantity thus obtained by one-third of the common interval between the 
Tova 0 be 6. Whether the tonnage of shi Dreadths, aud the product shall be deemed the transverse areas but if the 
il dre shall bo stated nal ee peipeetialond te cao feet or in cubic metres, it rsidhip depth exoced sixteen feet, divide each depth into six equal parts 
Mh tho Danube both ia: Brita repiater fons of 100 cubic et cock ease oe Tatead of far, and measure as before directed the horizontal breadths at th 
iid tho. factoe Sor eounertiog’ TSE Fepeioviice Par sehen ee five points of division, and also at the upper and lower points of the depth ; 
Of 248, td far converting cio etre at a cui metre shal ba multiplier number the fom seve as before, mali the second oth aod eth Uy 
Lee ae nto rts tons shall be visor of 283, snd the third and fifth by two; add these products together, and to the 
ably been entered Toth core ey de national papers of ang sbip that she bas Heo aad the soventh ; cnultipy the quantity thus obtained 
sir covile! arti ean a hie a reitered, lnder rales giving resalts i ot interval between the breudths, and the product 
that her tonnage is’: Ue Sona fons” hereinafter contained, and ‘shall be deemed the transverse arca. 
bach orn clo scapremel on er atonal papers in Bits tons of 100 cubic fect (2) Having, thus vtucertavned the transverse aren at each point of divinion of the Computaton from 
af, orm rable mates: then she shall be exempt from mewuremeot under these lensth of the ship as required by the above Tuble, proceed to ascertain the *™ 
malts of the tonnage aud description stated in such papers. gross register tounage ander the tonnage-deck in ite following manuer 
oe eas Naniber the areas respectively 1, 2, 3, &0 No. | being at the extreme limit 
panteane ee 2 Regulations, of the length atthe bow, andthe Hast Xo, st the extreme Tinto the, length 
Ter aacactaiuliig cambenee i ms the measurements are to be taken in Engtis at the stern; then, whether the length be divided according to the Table into 
Yoramcertaiing content ia Beith tous wogitr. Where the eoereaoe ae four or twelve. parte arin Clases 1 ond 5, oF any intermediate number ain 
{ued ix ble mates the ‘quivalont measures fh cuble soctres canbe eubatlinred tens Chases 2.3, and 4, multiply the second and every even-numbered aren by 
the maltiplien 2880 the result arrived at in tous can be converted In cuble motes four, nnd the third and every odd-numbered aren (except the first and last) uy 
Rout Rolel. The i ree by widd these products together, and to the sum ndd the ficst nn last if 
reairaig . Banooet ia he gro rexiter tonnage of every ship toe regtered, with the exceptions ied anything: ewuliply the quantity thos clus yonettied of he 
ritin ee. fullowing role hareloafor eal Rein Te cal ng waistered, be ascertained by the ‘eotnsnon ween the arent, and the product wi ‘the cubical 
Sieireh es eerie Role T axa be api le 1; and the gram register annye of every shi Contents of the apace under the tonnagedeck ; divide the product by 100, and 
eth iewhieh Rolo cnn be applied, whether she is about to bo regivtared of not, shal ae the quotient thal be deemed to be the gross register tonnage under the 
“z . tonnage-deck. 
(1.) Measure the length of [4) Iethe skip has 4 deck wbove the tonnage-dook, the tonnage of Ube space between Ncownent 
Tonnage deck fans the atin. tet line along. the upper side of the toe tt toooage deck aball be ascertained as follows:—Measure Jn fbet the sacs aia" 
Oth torn to the okt Gets nnee blank (average thickness) at the side inside Teagth of the space at the mbldie of its height from the plank at the cor tata 
cave may be (ar ind ip stern timber or plank there, as Ul side of the stem to the lining on the timbers at the ‘stern, and divide the nngth above it. 
The raley of far grake thicken, deducting. from this length what is d i Hae te Se number of coal part, 308 he Tngth of the tonaag 
ie rake of the bow ki nage oath w roe 1 mame number of «4 into which the Te he ton 
‘of Ihe sera Bosker fate ae the, ok, and what is duo fo the rake deck ie divided as above directed ; measure {nlso nt tho middle of ite height) 
Pee ie anesthe thiekes of the deok, und also what is due to the the inside breadth of the apace ot each of tbe points of division, also the 
fog wo ten tthe mbes wv round of the beam: divide the breadth of the stem and the breadth ot the stern; number thom successively 
Table, acconing tothe las in such Table to which the ship Telongs, nS 1,2, comesig a the ee mal ero numbed 
a hip belongs, even-nutn! breadths by four,and the third and all the other odi-oumber 


| Length, 


rable trealths (except the first and last) by twos to the sum of these products add 
Table: tio'dine God “at breadths; multiply the whole sum by one-third of the 


Class 1. Ships of which the toon i i i 
inne deck ix, aeeording to the at Common interval between the breadths, and the result will give in superficial 
san eget so under into oa equal part ng tothe: ebove sneamrement, Hatin mean horizontal erea of vuch spaco; measure the mean height of such 
es OF which the tonnage deck in according to the abore mews space, and multiply it by the mean horizontal area, and the product will be the 
Cans 2. Spc ot anid not exoneding 120, into six equal pats sa Cubical contents of the space: divide this product by 100, and the quotient 
‘above 120% zs the tonnage deok Is, secording to the above messurem ‘Shall be deemed to be the grom register tonnage of auch space, Tf ube ship, 
Chis 4 Shee ‘and not exceeding 180 sight equal parts — has more thon three decks, the gross register tonpage of ench space between 
Ship of which the tonage deok according to the above memareaen, Aca atone the tonnagedck sal be merely “iscertaiesl in tanner above 
ony exceeding 225, into ten equal parts. : dencribed. 
io tonnage deck is according to the shove there bea poop, deck-hous, forvestle, or way other permanent erection or Twp, ék-hane 
| above 220 fot lng, into ele parts = os manasrexoh Clowddin or coveredsin space on the upperiiost dock, available for cargo or ay 
(2) Then the hold boing sufficiently cleared to nd c Stores, or for the betthing or wccommocation of passeogers or the master 
tated kag’ properly takers Son ther Geeecte ere eee ee be crew, the gros register tonnage of such space shall be ascertained as 
PoUnt OF diva OF the Neato tte ranurcese_arew of woah ship at cack follows :—Measure the internal mean leagth of auch space in foet, nnd divide 
of division, froat a point nt a distance of one — ‘the depth at each jt into two equal parts; measure at the middle of Mts height three inside 
Felow rock Gans Point at ditance of onething of the round of the beam Twreadths, namely, ope at cach end, and the other at the middle of the length : 
thereof, to the upp sis ofthe Noor inter at the inide of the Te ee then Ve the sug of the end breadths md fou tiroos the middle breadth, and 
shor Sobeniag Ue iene oe ate aie e inside of the limber strake, Thultiply the ‘bole sum by ove-thind of the commot interval between the 
lanks and limber strake; then if the sp ing which ix between the bilge tireadibe, the product will give the mean borizontal ares of such space ; then 
east do ot een ae te the, depth at the midship division of the Tneasure’ the unean beight, and multiply it by the mean horizontal area ; 
thee cee de ate eee eee eh to four qual partez iivide the product by 100, and the quotient shall bo decmed to be the 
division, and also at the upper and lower | at each of the three points of register tonnage of such space, Provided that no addition shall ‘be mnde to 
Tneamireinent £0 the ererege tckness cf that Sn oh sens et The arnas eceter tomuge'of nship on secount of sprees on the uppermost 
‘between the points of mncasurement; wx an part of the ceiling which ix deck covered in for the shelter, and approprinted exclunively to tho uvo of 
+ ftumber these breadths from above (i.e. { ny Possengers, and approved for that purpose by the Commissioners. In 
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carrying this rule into effect a deck passenger shall be deemed to be 

Passenger not provided with accommodation in any cabin, poop, saloon, oF 

deck-house, nor with accommodation below the uppermost deck. 

(6.) In order to ascertain the gross register tonnage of the ship udd together— 

(a.) The gross register tonnage of the space under the tonnage-dJeck, uscer- 
tained in secordance with paragraph 3 of this rule ; 

(0) The gross register tonnage of the space or spaces between the tonnage~ 
deck and the deck or decks, if any, above the tonnage-deck, ascertained in 
ecordance with parizraph 4 of this rule: 

(c)) The gross register tonnage of the poop, deck-houses, forecastle, and of all 
‘ther permanent erections and closed-in or covered-in spaces on the uppet 
dcek, if any, ascertained in accordance with paragraph 5 of this rule. 

And the total shall be deemed to be the gross register toanage of the ship. 


1. Ships which, requiring to be measured for uny purpose other than registry, have 


cargo. on board, and! ships which, requiring to be measured for the purpose of regi 


cannot be measured by the rule’ above given, shall be measured by the followi 
hereafter called Rule I: t = 


Girting ofthe sip. 


ce fr grew 
‘ywcee inal shipe 


fo, 


(1.) Measure the length on the uppermost deek from the outside of the outer plank 
At the stem to the aftside of the stern-post, deducting therefrom the distance 
between the aftside of the stern-post and the rabbet of the stern-post at the 
Point where the countor plank crosses it; measure also the greatest breadth 
Of the ship to the outaide of the outer planking or wales, and then, having 
firvt marked oa the outside of the ship, oa both sides thereof, the height of 
the upper deck at the ship's sides, giet the ship at the greatest breadth in 
direction perpendicular to the keel trom. the height xo. marked on the outside 
of the ship on the one side to the height so marked on the other side by 
passing a cbain under the keel ; to half the girth thus taken add half the main 
readth ; square the euin; multiply the result by the length of ship taken as 
aforesaid ; ‘then multiply this product by the factor -OO17 (seventeen tene 
thouwandths) in the case of ships built of wood, und -O018 (eighteen ten= 
thousandtha) in the ease of ships built of iron, and the product shall be 
corned the grove register tonnage of the sbip, 


(2) If there be n poop, deck-house, foreenstle, or any other permanent erection oF 


cavered-in space on the upper deok, the’ gross register tonnage of auch space 
shall be ascertained by multiplying together the mean length, breadth, and 
hoight of such spice, and dividing the product by 109, 
obtained shall be deemed to be the gross register toniany 


4 Lit The allowance to be mae on account of space cccupied in any ship by seamen 
nd a 


follows, that ls to say 2» 


wrentices, and entirely and exclusively appropriated to their use, shall be ascertained 


Mensure the internal cubic eapacity of all spaces occupied by seamen or apprentices, 


and entirely and exclusively appropriated to thelr use, and divide the vunn of suck 
cubic contents, expressed in feet and fractions of feet, by 100, and the quotient shall 
bbe deemed to be the tonoage to be deducted from the gros register tonnage om 
ccount of crew «paces, subject to the fallowing provisoes, viz. >— 


(1) That no deduction shall be made for any crew space under these regulations 


unless the space deducted is set apart for and solely used by seamen and apprentices. 
And, 


(2) That the allowance for crew spaces ascertained under this rule shall not exceed 


the rate of 400 cubic feet for every 100 tons of the ship’s gross rezister tonnaze, 
In constuing thin rule; the word “seaman” includes any engaged to serve in any 
capacity on bourd the ship other than the master o the pilot, 


Rove lV. LV. ‘The allowance to be made for the apace occupied by engine room and coal space 


Allowance for 
‘reg rot Ia 


shall be estimated as follows, that is to say :— 


1 allowance shall consist of the tonange of the space occupied by or required to be 
inclosed for the proper working of the machinery and boilers, with the addition for 
«onl spnce of 75 per cont, thereof in ease of ships propelled by screws, and 50 per 
cent. thereof in the case of ships propelled by paddie-wheels; provided that, except 
in tho case of steamers used exclusively for the purpose’ af towing, the whi 


mi 


nade for the propelling power, on uccount of engine room and coal 
cee a tat Exeed cuhalf of the gross tonnage of the stip. The 
ve ucaucnt of such space shall be governed by the following rules, that is 
Mes Sting at the Timber Mate of mesnure- 
(1) "Measure the mean depth of the space fom ite crown fo the cing a oe limber Mode 
strake, measure also three, or, if necessary, more ibe of th 
‘at the middle ofits depth, taking one of such measurements at each nd, 
Eft the middle of the length; take the mean of such breadth 
tneasutealeo the mean length of the space Between the foremost and atermost 
bulkheads or limits of its length, excloding such para, if any, as ate not 
tally occupied by oF required for. the proper working of tbe machinery + 
multiply together these three dimensions of length, benadth; fe naa 
the product will be the cubical contents of the space bslew ine os 
find the cubical contents. of the ypace or spacey if any, Uetweon the cronh 
sforesid and the uppermost or poop deck wt the cae may ba, shih 
fre famed in for the meckinery or for the admission of Tight and airy by 
tmultiplying together the length, depth, c ect thems ad, se 
ie cubical contents of the space below the ero 
sony 100: aad the result shall be deemed to be the tonnage of the exid 
in, any shi i pace nforessid ix to be mensured, Uhe engines and In ease of separite 
(2) ein any ahi, hich the es mprenents, the contents fac shall be sno 
voi cd soverally nthe manner, according to the above rules, and the su 
Winds seyenl raat tal be deems toe th tounge of he maid wpaces 
{3.) Tn the case of sorew steamers, ia which the space aforewad is to be wicasured. Sint yank of 
(6) To fs contents of te shaft trank shall ‘be added to and deemed to frm part o 
fut space, abd shall be ascertained by wultiplyng toyethor the mean Tength, 
breadth, and depth of the trank, and dividing the product by 100. 


Jn ascertaining the gross register tonnage of open ships the upper eige of the sour V- 
V. Ta ascertaining M4 Srvdary Line of ticasarement, nnd the deptbs Shale tk ine 
Min‘snathwartship line extended from upper edge Lo upper edge of the sak wtrake at Se ip 


m re naan ship which is measured ander Rule TL ot ths ‘Tonaage ee. 

i any mh apply to the Commissioners to have the said ship 

Inamanead wae Rule t of the re Pa galt and the —S ee ees = 
uch foc not exceeding seven shillings and sixpence fF (wou 

seen era aii te a bred BT 

Sccordingly, and the number denoting the register tonnage sball be altered accordingly 


eS 
No. 175. 
Bir H. Elliot to Earl Grancille —(Received February 11.) 


Ge. 11, Commercial) 
ly Lord, 


Constantinople, Jonwary 3 1879. 
T HAVE the honour to inclose the copy of reper on the Suer Canal Question 


Lesseps, ki ce he new 
10 mo by M. de ting the rights of the Company to the m 
baie oer tal ety can Me iets on behalf ofthe * Messageties Matas” of 


‘Mareilles, advocating the opposite views. nae 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Inclosare 1 in No, 175. 
Memorandum by M. de Lesveps. 


Export des Faits. 
ie Joo, délivné Te 30 Novembre, 1854, a M. P. de Les 
ser ein eS baa 4 Br png 
ag A été Snancidre chargée 
‘Mais plus tard, lorsqu'il fat question de former une société _ 
Wexécater Canal, ne note deinitit oh explialil de la premidre concession, accompagoe des 
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stotuts destings & devenir Ia loi des sctionnaires, fut, oetroyé le 5 Janvier, 1856. Il 
‘maintenait la taxe de 10 francs en sjoutant au mot “tonne” Je terme express “de capacité,” 
cest-iedire, que la perception devait représenter Is couteuance réelle et utilisable d'un 
navire et on une mesure fictive inserite sur les papiers officicle délivrés par les 
Gouvernements, ct mentionnant un tounage notoirement inférieur & la capocité réelle. 

La penséo des auteurs de I"Acte de Concession se trouve interprétée dés Torigine dans 
uno brochure publide en Mai 1856, par M. Barthélémy St, Hilaire, alors Seorétaire- 
Général ot Yan des fondatears de Ventreprise du Canal. I slagissait & cette Epoque de 
répondre A un article dela "Revue d'Edinbourg,” qoi était de nature A produire une fausse 

npression. Le rédacteur de Varticle prétendait que le Canal de Suez était inexécutable, 
t que dos Te cus of Fon parviendrat & Fexdeuter & forve de temps et de esptaus, les 
pris ve powraient jamais afr bTenretene of réaunérer es sctionmires.” Ht 
fondait son opinion sur le tonnage de jauxo officielle passant par le Cap de Boone Espérnnce. 
A ceito objection M. Burley St- lire Hpondait eo constant. par de ciees 
Indisoutables qu'il faillait. sjooter A tx jauge officielle an quart ou un tiers en sus pour 
‘obtenir In capmcité réclle ot utitisable d'un navire. En un mot, il annougait, pour couvrir 
ie charge de a Compagnie, aplication Vga de I tone de capacté astra par Acta 
do Concession pour le droit de passage par le Canal. 

Un_a avant ouverture du Canal, A la grande navigation eo 1868, le Conseil 
Administration de la Compagnie forma une Commision damiranx, dingénicurs, et de 
délogués de compagnies maritimes afin de réglor diversex questions concernant la 
navigation du Canal. Parmi cea questions se trouvait celle du droit de passage. Le 
Prisident du Conseil d'Adminiotration expliqua les circonstanoes qui permettaicat A ta 
Conpagnie de Ge pas x conformer on systems de jauge ofccle dost lex Couverneteats 
Feconnaissent eux-mémes Vinexactitude, 1 demanda si a Commission serait davis de 
commencer par prendre pour base de la percoption le maximum da droit gal, c'estaicdire 
4s tonne de capncité, ou ‘adopter provisoirement, dans Jes premiers temps de l'ouverture 
du Canal, la tonoe de jauge officielle, bien que chaque nation edit pour sea navires ua 
monurage particulier et wifférenticl; co qui était cootraire au principe d'égulité pour tous les 
pavillons recommiandé par te Firman de Concession, 

L4 Commission, tout en esconnaissant exactitude des principes és par le Président 
du Conseil, fut d'avis dle s'en rupporter provsoirement au tonnage des papicrs officiels do 
bord, ea attendant lo moment dappliquer Ia taxe Kiyale coloulée sur Ia tonne de 
eapacité. 

Pn rdglement do navigation artté par te Conseil lo 17 Aott, 1860, fat mprinné et 
publi dons toutes lox villen do commerce, était dit das VArticle 11" Law droite i 
payer sont ealculés sur le tonnage réet dos navies. Jusqu’d nouvel ordro, ta perception 
sera faite d'aprds lex papiers officiela du bord.” 

Cet Ent provivoire darn trois ane apris ouverture du Canal, qui avait oa Hew te 
17 Novembre, 1869. 

La modification peévue et annonce fut retaniée par les évtnemeats qui ont trouble 

rope en 1870 et L871. Mais pendant ce temps te Conseil d’Adiinistention n'n come 
Weuier et de faire dtudier une réforme reconnve nécersaire, Ml ouvrit en 1871 une 
‘engudte publique, ila muite de laquelle une Commission de douze membres, indépendants 
de a Compagnie et dune haute compdtenoe sclntiique, ublit par des ealule dant 
persoune a contesté Vexactitude, que to jaaze officiel d'un navire he représentait que la 
moitié de Ia enpacité totale de ee navire, et qu'en njoutant un cortuin espace déjp enrexistee 
par le Gouvernement Britunnique sur lex papicrs de bord Anglais, sous le nom de” gross 
tonnage,” il rertait encore un espace plus que nuttisant pour réserver emplacement oncupé 

war les Orgnnes de Ia navigution en personnel ct on matériel et par les uachines & fou dew 
sivas 

Un mpport adeeiaée aa Président de la République Francaise par le. Mialitre da 
Commerce, et précédant un Décret da 24 Décembre, 1572, sur Vodoption div systdme 
Anglais poor lo mesuroge des navires, s'exprime alnui : * La méthode Anglaise et ln méthode 
Francaise ont done cela de commun u’elles font porter la taxe sur la moitié environ de Ia 

0 dex navires. 

La tonno do capacité étant déterminée par Ia Commission Scientifique, 
du Canal do Suez, autorisée par les termes formels de son Acto de Concession, et sur Invi 
de soa Conseil pes prit, le4 Mars, 1872, la décision d'appliquer le | Juillet suivant 
Is thxe de 10 irncs par tonne de enpacite réelle et utilisable, Inguele toane dst Sg 
officietlement repréveatde par le “ gross tonnage” Anglais cnregistré sur les papicrs de bord 
dliveés par Je Gouvernement Britannique, doot le pavillon fgurait pour les sept-dixieenes 
dons te transit du Canal, eI 

Cotte ddeision fat notifé wu Commissaire Egypticn- Ottoman chargé de veiller aupris 
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‘Compagnie & la stricte exécution des Actes de Concession et des Statuts. Elle recut, 
Se cae a ‘lus grande publicité, et notamment & Alexandre, sigge Social de 
la Compagnie, ot Ie jouroal le plus répinda fut chargé de la réproduire dans chacun de ses 


puméros pendant trois mois avant Ja mise 4 exécation. - F 
‘ ‘ptoduisit dabord de la part d'aueun Gouvernement ni 


‘Aucune opposition ne se 
d'yucun armateor. aie’ ae 
Ce fut seulement dans les demiers jours qui ont précGdé Papplication ae cio 
du Conseil d'Adminixtration quo la Coipagnie des Messagerics Maritimes, Frangsises 
intents un proces devant le Tribunal de Commerce de Paris pour nous obliger A rentrer 
dans notre ancienne perception a eS 

Nous ne dimes tenis aucua compte de a préention des Messageries, ni du jugement 

ai en fut la canséquence, et contee lequel ne manqua pas «ailleurs de protester In Port 
romane d'accord avec le Khédive d’ Egypte. i ae 
Ae lites do quelauis armateurs iavitant bs sitance des Messeriog et rant contre 
Ja modification apportée & ta taxe de navigation dans le Canal 
ee eee I Say 6S co santn 
iui répondit le 19 Juin ce qui wul : 
ciyuéte sur In question du tonnage coutenant toutes lex études fates par ik 
Conse, de 1868 A 1272, et In décision du Conseil préventte & !'Amomblée Générale dex 
rs, lo 12. Mars, 1872 documents aigullsementtranxniy ax Commisaie do 
18 Altesse, donnent la prouve que Ia base de Venquéte aussi bien que de la résolution du 
Conia foujour €¢Teancte obseration de TArikle 17 de TActe de Concession. du 
5 Jaavier, 1806. Cet Article permet au Conseil de modifior les tarits de In Compagnie & 
in condition de ie pas excéder, pour lo drit spécial de navigation, le chiffe maximum de 
10 fe. par tonneau de capacité des navires et par téte de pussager, et de publior tex 
tatife trois mois i avance, es ; 

‘TL est incontestable que fe mode de perception provisoirement adopté aw momen 
do Fouverture du Canal ta rande navigation, surtout apron lex modientions introduce 
depuis peu de temps dans lew constructions des atenmerr, ne représentalt paw la enpacit 
réelle dee uavires, Gest Aire la parti uiiable pour leurs eargabgns, i 

La Compagnie était dono fondée & recheroher les movens dappliquer d'une manidre 
sius équitable, pour sex propres intéréts, le droit de 10 fr. par tonne destiné & rémunéror 

mployés A la construction dua Canal qui, tout en peocurant de grinds 
bénéfices an commoree, devait aumi profiter A ceux qol A Tours weule risques et périle, en 
vaient supporté In dépense, ms ' ‘ 
Bees net Ser cell age Tose Poe Cements 
et sur Tavis de notre Conseil Jadiciaire, qui sest appuyé sur Je Firman de Concension at 
Tiew de s'en écarter, : eee 

Nous sommes prits A xoutenir notre droit, . 

«Tout navire qui passeea par le Canal des fe 1 Juillet prochain deven payer la taxe de 
‘uavigation coolormément & la décixion da Conseil da 4 Mars, 1872, pablige dans los dt 
wee tu snlte do cotte communication; wove W'avons Tega aveune rélamation do la part 

rautorité compétente. 
ae Compaghie avait certaivoncot te déir, au dot de Tentrerie dx Cana, de to 
pas se trouver dans obligation d'atteindre te m n ption, et elle 
& sulieamment moateé s bonne volonté A cet dgard ; munis it faut com 
politique hostile lui a fit une longue opposition qui a retanlé de cing a 
Pas we a oe pee eee oar 
deux ans, le progrés des constructions navales A wnpeor, de sorte que depuis Touverture dit 
Canal, c'ost-lediro depuis trois nus les recettes du paswge, siiffianntes pour remptir toutes 
les charges oblizatoires et potitve fais dentreveo, n'ont pos encore. pera. de 
Aistribuer aux sctionsaires le molndre dividend. Cos courwgeux sctiounaies, tralix 
fahord yar nos advernites avee tant de Addin et incrGdulité, sont majound hut les seul. 
4 be par profiter de T'aruvte quills ont achevée a Tavantage de tous les peuples, eriice 
Years sacri leur ténacité et h Jour dévouctent Y ‘ 

Pour fang wor ses eo-acnace dune pele sikoation, qut a 4g mévté Vineet et 
la protection de Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan, lx Compagaio n'a pas eu rocours A des 
moyens arbiteaies; elle n'a pas nterprété son contrat; elle Ta simplemont nppliqué. Elle 
2 api ane la plénitude de son droit écrit en se renfermant dans les limites dy Firman Lap 

Va fait antéricar 4 la question qui eo dédbat aujourd'hui w démontré que si iw Com- 

ie croyait nécemsnire d'élever son tari{ au-deld des prévisions de 'Acte de Concession. 
ce ser au Gouvernement Ottoman qu'elle deviat ¥adesser: et dans ee ous, comune 
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dans Te cas actuel, des tiers qui ne soot pas intervenus au contrat passé entre Te Gouverne= 
ment Egypto-Ottoman et la Société Financite du Canal wauraient aucus titre de néctamation 
‘invoquer contre un nouveau tarif. 

La Sublime Porte a ga jugé qu’aucun engagement n'a été pris par elle envers des 
tiors pour la Fixation des tarits do la Compagnic, ear, ly a deux ans, elle » wutoris 
‘augmentation de 1 franc en pernttantd'élever Je 10 LY francs Ia taxe de navigntion 
‘du Canal, 

Quoique Ix Compagnie wait point éé dans lo cas de profter de cette autorisation, 
elle n’on # pas dt6 moins accoriée sans que Yon ait ea besoin de consulter des armateurs 
qui ont setuolloment In prétention d'etre appelée & interpréter, suivant leur intérdt 
particulier, un Acte de Concession dont les charges n’out pas dtd supportées par eax, 

11 éaulte dos faite qui. vieunent d'étre expasés que ni les Gouvernements ni les 
tribunaux étrangers n'ont le droit d'interpréter les termes do I'Acto de Concession détiveé & 
Ja Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suet ni de contester ta Igalité des tarils 
dtablis en vertn de la Concession, et que ee doit uppartiont exolusivement, suivant les 
formes de in jurisprudence administentive, i Ia souvernineté du territoire of la Concession a 
446 noconlée ot oi elle execute, 

Cepeudant. pour metre di & toute contestation, lx Compassie Concesionnsie ers 
rvconnatssante i Sx Majesté linpériale si, apri’s avoir pronoacé souvorainewent sur notre 
droit dappliquer le taxe de navigation dapreés les ealeuls de la tonne do eopacité, elle veut 
bien inviter toutes lex Puissan i Toceasion de Is taxe de navigation sur le 
Canal de Sued, i réuaér une Commission qui serait appelée 2 définir pour Vavenie, d'une 
Tanire vie, quite t Sl pout J peilon do touts bv nations la capacé éele 
ct utillmable des navires en de Hespace qu'il ext juste do nisorver pour Véquipage, le 
agrés, opportu, et machines dex gnvires. 

{a Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez seen heureuse de concoarie avec 
un Représentant da Khédive d'Ezypte, ot sony lex auspices do Sa Majesté, ila solution 
officiolle d'vne question aussi intirossante pour Je commerce général, Son Président se met 
entidrement dans ec but a In disposition de la Sublime Porte, 

Signe) FERD. DE LESSEPS. 

Constantinople, le NF Janvier, 1873, 


Batroit du Rapport da Prévident de ta Commission de Tonnage réunie & Paris en 1871, 


La Commision reconnalt 4 Ia Compagnie le droit do déotiner le jaogeage officiel des 
sires el setpoint Gquitable ot dw adopter un autre plas en rapport avec la justice 
et sen intérdta. Sur extte que pas ew de dissentiment. 

Tl wy en 8 pas ed non plus sur Vinsulfisance générale du tonnage offic, que tous 
{es docaments attextent dteo dle benuconp inférieur wu toonage evel des navires, et doat 
Vévatontion repose sur des bases trixpréjudiciables anx iotéréts de la Compagnie. La 
Comission a done 46 wnnuime d revonaattre In légiimité de ln moitetion le co 

nae. 

‘Le promicr point & déterminer pour arriver & cette modiGcation était de savoir ce 
qe Fon enteaen par *fomnena do capacté”” La Commimion a te davis que dans 
Vintention des. Parties Contractantes, le tonneau de capacité devalt s'entendre da touneat 
officiel Francais do 42 pics cubes. Ce tonneaa eat & pew prox le méme que le tonneai 
commercial Anglais et rovient en moyenne & 1 mitre 4 «. 

Lo tonneau de eapacité une foix déterminé, en doit-on conclure quiua navire renforme 
‘autant do ces tonneaux que 4a cupacité entidre contient do fols 1 mitre 44.0. La majorité 
de In Commission,x. ponxé que, conformément a usage générale Il y avait iew de ne 
Janger que la capacté utile do fie aur In capaci totale une dation poor le lgement 
de Peolpage, ts eeapaian degra, Ine pproralonoeseats deve st de tvrey et Restrole: 
ment pour toutes Lex parties dur naviro, noo suaceptibiles de recevoir doe marchandises 
Mais cette détuction Gant de moitié eaviron Waprés lee méthodes de jaugeage en usaze 
dans los divers pays, ta Commision Va jagie beaucoup trop forte. Diwpris W'etude qu'elle 
1 Gite de In question, elle seat aemurde que la. partic Aaable et utlade do le eapucite 
ties navires état effoctivement, non pas realement de 60 pour cent dela capacité totale, mais 
de 65 pour cent. 


Ezxtenit de la Note dmentaire ole Ray rédigée par M. Ramond, Administratewr dew 
Pidaee soitiatee Go Meee France cheey? des Tarifa de Navigation, 


En defini vi, port en tonneaux de fret, volame utile, tonnage 1éeal, ont 
4d, dass Tintendon da hagitodh des Nermes €qcivaba jaqeten Jour ob ts weibouee 
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fe jangeage ont éé yolontairement faussées; et si ces méthodes avaient consereé leur 
Shdenae cracttoe, x Compagnie de Suey me pans sans re pour porceveir a txe 
"un tonnage mitre que celui qui serait porté aux papiers de bord, e 

SOF as mon opinion, co qui autorie In Compagaie & euser le tonnage Iézal setae, 
‘ont uniquement Tinexncitude notoire de co toonage. A Vexemple des Amérienins, tous 
Tes peuples commercants ont modifié lear jnuge dans Te but avoue de dissimuler une partie 
de la contenance utile et de riduire ainsi les charges que ces novires supportent 

Ports ftrangers. La Compagaio de Sacz ne peut étee contrainte & subir un désavartoxs 
Gui, pour elle, eat sans compensation posible. TA ot IA seulement est son droit, Mais, 


dans cetto limite, ce droit ne saurait (tre contesté, 
— 
Inolosure 2 in No. 17%. 


Menovandem by M. Girette for Khalit Chérif Pashas 


ReJutation Werreure necréditées wur ke Mesurage de la Capacité dee Navires, 


yropage ie cintions do 
Ta été dans cos derniers temps, par Ia voie de Ta presse, des nppréciation 
ature a induire opinion poblique ex ereur gro qu'il faut eaten pat 1 foun 
dit Vexpression lagale da mesurage de la expacité dos navires. - 
aut ca citern aeulemeat deux exemnples, 'aa emprunit a journal officiel do te Come 
jo da Canal de Suez, Fautre & un journal publié & Constantinople, 
Le" Canal de Suez insdrait, le 12 Déembre, un entrefilet ainsl conga :— 
“On lit dans le * Moniteur Universe 5 
“Ta Couutnission de Jougenge tnstituée au Ministive de PAgriculture et du Commerer 
viout d'adromer a0 Président de Ix République son rapport sur cette importante question, 
feroyons savoir qur la méthode Anglaise Mooraom serait désormals appliquée, 
fa méthode de menurage di Ve Gouvernesnent Anglais 
1 ot oe la plupat des nation a adoptée, 
wt galement cette enéthode de mesumage que, par sm décldion da 4 Mars, Te 
Admiisteation do la Cotnpagnic a rendve applicable & tous les navires passunt 
io Canal Maritime de Sex.” = f 
Par Cae second arte, Tl ext extrait du “Levant Herald” dhice, 21 Janvier — 
Jn dit que la Porte & été saisie de la question de anvoir si In Commision qui devait 
Aro institose pour exatniner les questions multiples que souldve Te nouveau mode dap 
‘cation du péage dane le Canal de Sacz s0 réanira oa non i Constantinople. | Nous ferons 
byeever, 4 co propos. que ML. Thiers a ronda, le 48 Décembre deraier, un déeret qui abolit 
TOntoncance do 1837 ‘sur Je jougeage des saviees (que le Tribunal de Commerce de ta 
Beine avait appliquée) et proscrt quik pati da I Juin, 1873, lew navires Francais devrout 
jaués dlapros Io xylene Anglais “ 2 
ae econ hoax untae ily ai conataalion d'un fat rats cleat adoption par ta France 
Ang! arage des navires. Ce qui eet faux e2 sont lex consequences que 
Yon insinve comme découlant de ce fait. = 
vom par ven convainere i suit de lire Amtico 1 da Decret da 24 Décor: 1672, al 
out Te Déeret, lew Articles 2 et \ ne comportant que les Jetalle d'spphication 
se Article Te--Le navices de comiperee woront jaugén dap Te méthode uppliquée on 
Angleterre en vertu da Bill du 10 Aoi, 1864 
vere dimensions serenat hu calcul du tonbage sereot cries en ites ct foctlone 
males da metre. Leur produit sera diviaé par 2 eaétres cubos 83 contitwes.” 
vee nabs des Toaneaux bens sre avd wu ean ai 1s faces uvnot et ate 
a mattre-ban,” 
rail ie fait vrai: Ia France adopte la mthodo Bxée pat Te Tl ea 10 Aoi, 1854, ct 
dont Vapplication détermine: 1. J4 tonnage brut da navire on “ gross tounge 5 2. Le 
Met du navire A vapeur, o4 “nett registered totnage,” qui nest pas autre. chose 
que le igow tonnage ™ ayant subj une déduction wathématiquement proportionnelle & la 
Cepacité de Femplacenient oceupé par la machine et sex acceswoitess 2 
wie a x fin vectte patra ‘sur le rapport d'une Commission Spcialo réunic, 
depuis 158%, pour examiner Je moyen de determiner un mode de meturage des navires 
Come Se et h fAngleterro. ‘ 
Ce qui n'est pas vrai, cest que cette résolution ait un rapport intime, une sorte de 
© eaters 63 setioen wont a tradacton on mevare wierique do vious 100 comaaré parle Bil do 1854. 





U6 ‘ 


connexité avec les_questions relatives am péage dans Je Ci 
‘gpa lo Tribunal de Comers de Ree eis ae 
. Co qui n'est pas vrai, non plus, est que le mode de mesurage de | 
paves qui, dans quelques mois, ser. gal en Francs uit le mode pratique 4 Ponte da 
Canal de Sues en vertu de ln décision dud Mare. La Compagnie du Canal applique, en 
effet, aus navires & vapeur un procédé quelle prétend étre eelui qui Adtermine’ Le © grows 
tannage (ce qu'il fudra examiner: tandis que lenystdme de mesure i par le Bil 
pour dézager le tonnage légal des steamers” exprime le “ nett registered tonnage.” 
"fcc ela, Me incon trd 
Keoule dy Deeret du 24 Décenbre, est qu readmit inutile I unin de I Commision 
oceans nstantinople, ex, sorte que la Porte examiner si extte 
es errours doivent etre réfatées dans Tintérét di i 
Suns revenir fet sur Texpond ions relatives au tonnage 
i i sue Texpord des questions relativ nh apaci 
navies qu ott déclopdes dana I note du 8 Dome A Mt. te Cou de Vane ok 
Ppeller quelqves notions qui ne peuvent étre oublies ou méconniies sans quil oe 
[outs toute une dation de fax principes et de consequences eronces, Hers 
have teat it fut savoie vettoment ce que c'est que Te tonmage et le tonoens dee 
Le tonnena extil expression d’une unité mathémant 
I ane unité mathéaatique de mx ue valeur 
clue cn ellemime? “Non. La eapuitéabsoloe dy Tavire vexprime par le rSaltnt 
secetean at ‘aucune volonté humaine d'y rien changer xe cobage n été 
tméme le volume d'euu déplacé par Te navire 90 caleule avec pricis 
'e tonnage de placement, qul ext uoe valeur miathgwatigue indacuaatin Oat 
cot NS Fi sagt epprécer Yuiisation posible dota epacité Tntéiare da. oavte, on 
ost ede ae ruccewifs et warble, tenant & x nature, a volome et au 
reid es objets embarqués, i état de la saison et do Ix mer et d tootes les creons 
ances multiples qui afecteot ls navigation, Chaque carguson dcterminera sea 
mrt esate 9 Ton ete donee ene ie gk ee ser ace 
nent qu'une mesure moyenne; et, pour que eetle mexare ne puisse pas dtre Indefiniance 
Alscutée, i turn que tn Convention qul Fx détermince Tero Ik sou snctin et 
*onpoet tout boa hs coundertion de Wa loi. s ae 
‘omipent procide le Kigisnteur lanqu'lt veut dterminer cette moyenne Iégate? Ei 
gels sont les mobiles qui Ie dirigent Aten vue lex uoutemenls da a aseaasdors 
Non. a commerce, pour ats échanges, ne winquidte pus de tn formule lgalo el 
capacité da navire. Le tonneau de fret, ot mesure de ta tuarchandiso embarquéerespria ce 
ie conten, ceniviro A Ia marchandis, ¢ non au résipient, ceatd-die nv navine, 
lorsque In _marchaniise doit paver dex droits b ta Douane, par exemple, ce n'est pas ie 
tee Sag pede ue a Doane cavoge est Ie manifeste de Ia cargaison, “Mais 
ne ws de In marchundise; quand il ragle le tonnage de capacité le Ieeislatear 
‘ue les opéetions de Turmateur et fes mouvement da vir etl sult ex operations ct 
feanuvements nonselect trivia, tar touts Ts mere t dans 
tows le port a mo afl do lire, pour bien comprendre eet objectif-—qui cat ta 
fan dtc dat tonnage ole 8 ly fae gl Ie produit rpport nu Prodent de 
is Réplique war legal le Doret da 24 Dace, 182, «tn as 
26 havires du commerce sont soumis dans presque tous low pays & ds 
pergoivent apres le tounage ollciel des mavites, c'esth-dice, dapeds le résultat af hens 
rcerecate es ore ae 
La plupart dos nations maritimes emplolent aujourdhul ti méthode Arg 
Recrnment encore ells a¢té appli ea Autriche, aux Biots Unis et en Aiseaieas as 
Tat maar nit France: devait avast ndopter cette méthode. De fll, 
régine atuel de nothe marine ne sera pus sensibiowent modi notre aiNsion A 
pnt de mesurige gal tend se généralnr, aure pout elle une inootestable utile 
Lindoxtrie wartime eat ewentillement, en oft, une indotreSntenationale. Ses navire 
ot Tuter aves cnx de tvs les wates pays, Il lutte Denleoup gue prtout et 
ur 4s es pavilons, lx droits de tonnage soiont pergos apres les mii crements™ 
cage tutatte done que le Kellnteat a youlu mesuror lorsquil uterine te procedé de 
juego de a capaci intiure des uavires Cea a enact imposible, et at point 
_ Nie exchuif de Tmpit ox de ta taxe qui rappers Te corps dir nave. Thy Al oy ou. 
aclon sit soumie A de charges tout at plo Gales, das scan eas supdeures ces 
«ue les povillons dtrangers doivent subir. Crest, en un mot, le traitement Weatique anil 
ourmit etext poor cela quan acourd ternational et iounte ee 
‘Mais n'est-codana pas aus le traitement ideotique qui s'agit de rendre posible pour 


Je transit dans le Canal de Saez? N’est-ce pas aussi limpdt ou la taxe que le corps 
du navire doit payer pour prix du passage, que I'Acte de Concession, cahier des changes «le 
Yentreprise, a voulu régler? Est-ce que cest le déplacement du. navire, cest-i-dire le 
poids mesuré dans eau, que cet Actoa assizné comme base de la perception? Est-ce que 
est la quantité effective des'mnarchandises qu'il m voulu atteindre? Now; c'est To eapacité 
‘du navire, ln eapacité telle qae Ia Joi la détermine ; car il n'y a pus dantro expression de la 
‘apacité du navire que celle que la Toi donne quand elle fixe le tonnage officiel. Tl n'y en 
a Sila Compagnie connalt un tonnoge de capacité légale qui soit autre que le toniage 
officiel, qu'elle le montre. Mise en demeure de montrer ce tonneau Kégal qu'elle invoque 
comme fondement de son droit, elle n'a pas pu te produire devant te Tribonal de Commerce 
de la Seine, et a df faire, sur ce point, Taveu complet de son inpuissnnce, Le fait a 
Gabli, par des documents irrécusables, dans la note du 10 Janvier sur la question da droit 
des tiers. La méme note a constaté les déclarntions faites, en 1866, par M. Lage, un des 
Admainistrateurs actuels de la Compagoie du Canal, au nom et en présence de M, Ferdinand: 
de Lesseps, qui a recucilli ces déclarations traduites cn Francais, et les a pabliges en un 
volume dédié par lai au Parlernent Britannique:— 

“La cargaison v'a rien A faite avec lo droit, parce que e'est le tonnage enregintré qui 
‘est toxé, et pon la marchandise.’ 

‘C'est done bien lo corps di navire que Acte de Concession, te cabler dex charges, 
‘vouto imposer en appliquant le droit de 10 france au tonneau de enpacité duu navite, c'est 
dire, A la capacité imposable mesurée au point de vue des relations internationales et sclon. 
Jes méthodes fixtes par ta loi. ‘ 

‘Crest ainsi qu'on procéde mux bouches du Danube s c'est ainsi qu'on procédait pour te 

ig0 du Sund; c'est ainsi qu’on procéde partout oft le corps du navire doit payer: 

'Y acti quelque raison qui autorise a ehercher pour le régime applicable aux navires 
dans le Canal de Suez uve autre rdgle que cello qui prévaut dans lo monde entier? Et, 

ue los nations warithmes sappliquent toutes Axe mettre d'sccord sur le régime di 
“tonnage,” loraqu'ellcs sont sur le, point dartiver A Puultication, est-il raixounuble, extol 
Aécont que la Compagnie do Catal, quia tant wclamé cotte unification wi difficile h él 
prétonde not pas méme A dicter—comine elle Ia falt por un acte d'usurpation véritabl 
Thais & obteuit une lol disolement qui lui solt propre et qui s’appliqne néanmoing A In 
navigation universelle? Cela ne souticnt pas examen, 

‘Le Décret du 24 Décourbre, 1872, loin de rendee inutile, comme T'a insinué te“ Levant 
Herald," Ia réunion de la Commission Internationale d’uaification des “ tonoages,” ne peut 
dong dre enivisagé par Ia Subliine Porte que comme un encouragement & perscvérer dane 
Js proposition doot elle a ea Vhonneur de prendre Vinitiotive et qui donner au commerce 
du monde la garnatie du traitemont identique wuquel if aspire, Co traitement identique le 
Canal de Suex en conscrera, pour sn part, Vappliention, Crest aur le * tonnnge™ units 
que sera pergue In taxe que le cabier des charges de Ventreprian tui n aceurdée. Kt la 
Aeation da quontwn de eette taxe ne anuldvern avcane diffcults qui me puissn dtre equitablo- 
mont résolue aa point de vue de son droit, comme A celul du droit des tices, 

Quo la Compagnie elise tow proctsverbaux de la Commimion qui a ped 

a du 4 Mars: elle y trouvera la solution forimulée & V'avanoe par lex cone 

*était donnée: 

“Un membre demande quelle serait ta xltuntion A prendre par 1a Compagnie si le 
tonneau de capacité vennit & changer. 

Oa répoud yde le droit de ln Compagnie est indépendant des modifications que le 
Tempe pout appoiter dane tex winger; qu'il est déterminé par I'Aete de Concerslon ave 
Tequel f'n pris nalssance; et que. pour Ye fixer & nouvea, xi jamais i} en était bosoin, 
quelque Epoque que ce fat, il wuillrait, ainsi que Is Commission vient de te faire, de ne 
Teporter Aiatentton des Partiex Contenctantes ay. moment oi les clauses des statute ont 
Ge arcbtées.”—(Procteverbaux de la Commission ¢Enquate, &e. ‘Sdance du 23 Novernbre, 

1871. Documents de Peniutte sur le * tonnage,” 0. p, 79) 

‘Cette intention a été mise en pleine lamntere la note du 15 Janvier. Le ‘Tribunal 
We Commerce de la Seine n'a pas fait autre chow ‘son jugement; ot c'est en vain que 
dex publications multiptides A dessein voudraiont donnee le change i Y'opinion aur Wa solidité 
aun fondement de droit qui déte toutes los polémiques. 

(Sign) GIRETIE ape Ms 
‘Administrateur de ta Compagnie des Mervagerier Mari 
Péra, le 22 Janvier, \873. 


ard on dice 
ers qu'elle 


(ean 
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No. 176. 
Mr. Stuart to Earl Granville —(Received February 16.) 


(So. 1. Commercial 
My Lord, Athens, Fanvary 

WITH reference to your Tordsbip's despatch marked Circular, Commercial, of 
the 1th ultino, respecting the proposal of the Porte that the questions connected with 
the Suex Canal dues should be dealt with by a Conference of the maritime Powers, I 
have the honour to forward herewith coples of a note and its incloxure, which T have 
received from M. Déligsorges, showing that the Heleaie Government will be pee: 
pared to take part ia auch a Conference, either in London or at Constantinople, upoa 

‘sumo conditions as those under which Her Majesty's Government have signified theit 
succeptance of the Porte’s proposal, 

Lhave, & 
(Signed) W, STUART. 


Toelosure 1 in No. 176. 


M, Diignoryes to Me. Stuart. 


M. le Ministro, Athines, le ¥ Janvier, 187 
EN réponse A la note que yous m'aves, adresse, d'andre do votre Gouvernement, be 
6 de co mois, «ur Ia proposition fhite par ta Porte Ottomane ralativement A la reunion 
ane Conférence dex Puissances maritimes & Constantinople, ayant pour objet de riler lx 
Hereeption de Tn taxe do- navigation exigée, d'apriy Je tanf actuel Go ta: Compagnie, dee 


havires traversant le Canal de Suez, et de trouver, ea méme temps, on mode usiforme 
de mesurer les navires, Jal lhonneue de vous communiquer, c-joint, en copie, la dépche 
‘qe Ji adrondeanourdha mie bcs wat, as Ministre de "Turquie & Atheocs. 

‘Vous voudres bien y voir, M. le Ministre, que fadhére ax nom du Gouvernement da 
Roi la proposition Ottomane, en faint In mime réverve que lo Gouvernement de Sa 


Majesté Britannique, 
Veuillez, Se. 


(Signe) B. DELIGEORGES. 


Tnslosure 2 in No. 178. 
M. Diéligeorges to the Turkish Minister at Athens, 


M. le Minietro, Athinen, le 43 Fenvier, 1873. 

J'AI regu Ia note que vous aver bien voulu m’aresser te B de co mols, et par 
Jaquelle, en mo faisant part dos raisons qui ont détérming votre Gouvernement i preniire 
‘initiative d'une entente entre lee différents Etate maritimes pour éearter lex difficultés 
que Vappliontion du nouvens tarif de In Compaxaie du Canal de Suex a fait naltro, et pour 
trouver un mode uniforme de mesurer les navires, vous exprimes le dé de connaitre 

It Gouvernoment du Roi sur Is wiunion 4 Londres, ow A Constantinople, dune 
Commission Internationale, qui serait composée do sovants et <'hommes expéritnentéa, e¢ 
qui socoupernit de examen et de In solution de cos questions si importantes pour tous les 
Bats maritimes. 

"nonneur de vous informer, en réponse, que le Gouven i nt 
Vutilité da projet conga par eelut de Sa Majexte Tipu le y aancie volontiers, 
sous la réserve sculement quo lex décisione de la Commission Internationale ne seront 
obligatoires pour la Graco qu'en tant qu'ellos seront. nocepties par toutes les Puissances 
‘qui auront adhéré A ta proposition Ottoman. 

Quant ait ticu do réunion, te Gouvernement Royal verrait également avec plaisir la 
Conférence projetée se révnie \ Londres, qui ext, comme vous dites, le centre du cum. 
meres maritime, ow A Constantinople, qui est fréquentée par nin erand nombre de bitioents 
marehands Helléaiquos, 

Fn vous prinnt de voulair bien me faire connaitre, en son temps, to résultat des 
demarcher ultérieures de votre Gouvernement, je sainis, &c. 

(Signé) DELIGRORGES. 


Sir H. Billiot to Earl Grancille—(Received February 16.) 


No. 13. Comercial, = 
My Lord, bean Constantinople, February 8, 1873. 
IN reply to your Lordship’s inguiry, T have the honour to iaform you that I havo 
sseerinined that the temporary addition of a frane to the tariff of the Suez Canal in 1871 
received the Sultan's sanction, not by Imperial Firman, bat by Viairial letter. 
‘The correspondence exchanged between the Khédive and the Canal Company on 
the subject was forwarded by His Highness to Constantinople, and is herewith transmitted 


_ 1 have, &e. i 
(Signed) HENRY. ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 177. 


M, de Lesseps to the Khedive, 


légraphique.) Caire, le 8 Aoi, 1871. 
eerie tartans vole Bon Alcon esate Compagnie & porcevoir temporairemont 
sur le droit de transit du Canal un frano en-dessux des 10 fr. indiqaée dans W'Acte do 
Concession afin de donner tin exeédant d'un franc en garantic aux pritoure d'un emprunt 
de 20,000,000 fr; Va Tangence je xollicite de votre Altesse une réponse télégraphique, 
en déclarint formellement qu'une réponse affirmative n’engage daucune maniore In 
Tesponsabilité du Gouvernement Egypt 


Inelosure 2 ia No. 177. 
‘The Khedive to M, de Lesseps. 


ique. z 
CEE ie téldgramme demandant Vautorisation pour 1a Compagnie du Canal de 
Suez de pereevoir temporairement sur le droit de transit par te Canal un frune en sus des 
10 ff, indiqués dans I"Acte de Concession. En €¢ qui conceme mon Gouvernement, ot sa 
responsabilité tuo pouvant tre engagée en aucune figon, je n'ai aucune objection dans 
Tintérét de Navavre & augmentation temponiire que vous désiret, en vous conform 
bion entendy, aux autres stipulations de Article 17 da Cahier des Charges, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 177. 
‘The Khedice to M. de Lesseps. 


(Telégeaphigue.) 
A Altcne wert eonpreenée de répondee au tGégramme que vous Lui aver enveyé 
wr demander son antorisation A Ia modification de la clause de TActe de Concession qui 
Exe a 10. le tonne pour le trenait du Canal. é 
Son Altesse en yous faisant savoir qu'elle ne voynit aucune objection pour compte de 
son Gouvernement A Ia modifieation que vous lui demandier, aw désit que yous loi 
eXprimies et i Vargence que vous signalier, west empressée en 'mbme Compe davivée la 
Soblinme Porte de votre demande et de sa réponse. eae 
La Sublime Porte, ainsi que vous In savez, a 618 appelée A autoriscr et sanctionner 
les Actos de Concession de la Société Rien eonséquerment qui porte une modification & 
ce8 actos ue peut Otre fait deintivennent sans son autovisation et sanction. Le Gouvarne- 
‘ent Impérial n'a pax encore réponda Ata communication de Son Altes, Dea que sa 
cision sera urrivée A ce wujet, Son Altesse sempressern dle Vous Ia fare connaltre, 
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Sir H. Elliot to Eorl Granville —(Reccived February \6,) 


(No. 14. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lard, Constantinople, February 6, 1873, 

1 LEARN from Nubar Pasha that he has received from the’ Khédive the okcver 
Canal guuniention made to hina by the Grand Vizier respecting the question of the Scr 

understand His Highness to say that the question of the legality or ilegality of the 
‘mensture adopted by the Canal Company if chansing the basis upon which the dee were 
calculated, is a matter upon which he caniot take on himself the rexponsibility of prox 
nouneing. 

‘This he considers, » point which exn only bo decided by the judement of judicial 
{hunal but with resard to the question as to the tribunals to which the qmeston ae 
tr lorrd, His Highness has no hesitation ia. declaring that it must be to hoa ae hey pt 
and to no others : 

da this view His Highness is supported by the 16th Article of the Contract of 
Februnry 1866, emboslied in the Imperial Firman of the tame yext 

As rogards the future if the Canal C 
be mised His Wighoows thinks tat hr os 
® competent Ci 
of the principal Chambers of Commerce of hould be represented , 
nd, in the event of the increase fring sanctioned. ho thinks that, as a preliminary 

a 


amc the extravagant central administration at Patix should be abolished, hid te wey 
transferred to Raypt, 


Tam unable to guarantee the strict acourtey 6f the Viceroy's communication, which { 
have Dok tavself wen, but T state ita it wus explained to me by Nutor Paake’ Tee 
tmeantioe, M, de Lessepe declares in strong language that be will vorey 


judicial decision that might bo given, and he stated this in slistinet torus x myself onl 
pro ars ago, | Upon my reminding him that the sentence of a Court might be felon 
by mu execution, he simply sid that be woold doty all such attempts, 


‘The confidence with which he specks can only be accounted for by a conviction that 
Pept be, aupporte ‘by. the: Fretch' Goversinent in resisting the compete at a 
Layptian Courts: and Fase told by some of my collenges that Count de Veges toe 
Fey e*preased the: opinion that the xprewion “local tribunal” ix applicnbe’se: the 
French Consular Courts. My colleague would hardly hamid woch es 

instructions, for he has now been Tong enough in’ thin conntry to bem 

aes itplied to the tribunals, is the term invariably used when itis Intended oe 
Mistinguish therm from the Consulae Courts 

I have, fe. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 179. 
‘Sir HE Eliot to Burl Gronwille-—(Reeeied Febynary ¥6,) 


(No. 17. Commeresal,) 
My Lord, Constantinople: February 7, 1872, 
MY Tealian colleague tells mo that be was instructed by hia Coverument ta press the 
Norte for « decision upon the new Suez Canal dey nnd to iatimate that, unlow thie en te 
‘olainesl, @ recourse tyust by sade to the tribanaly 
{ts T apprebend, peveiaoly the latter verse that the Porte would wish tu sew adopt, 
ani (ewould, 1 believe, be proparet to-maiotain the competence of the Commercial Ceres 
of Alexnndtia if the Italian Goveenment think fit to appeal to it 
1 nun informed that M, de Lesseps states that, having’ recently addressed himself 
11a Lars Conomissioners of Her Majesty's Admiralty on the subject of the Canal dex, 
‘ho has sutisiod them of the correctness of bi views: 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
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No. 180, 
Lord Tenterden to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Foreign Office, February 24, 1873. 
a WITH reference to my letter of the 12th ultimo, respecting the increased Ses levied 
‘on vowsels passing through the Suey Canal, Lam directed by Earl Granville to sta ton 
that his Lordship has been informed by Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, that 
M. de Lesseps has asserted that, having addressed himself to Lords of the Admiralty on 
the subject ofthe Canal ds, he bn satised them of the correctness of bia views snd 
fam pow to request that you will move the Board of Admiralty to cause Lord Granvi Ito 
be furnished with a copy of the reply returned to the Company by the Hoard after the 
receipt of my letter, in order that Her Majesty's Ambassador may be ees ra 
Yelegraph to contradict this assertion, which Lord Granville presumes to be entirely 
unfounded, aie 
(Signed) ’ TENTERDEN, 


——————— eS eee 
No. 181. 
Memorandum communicated by Count Harcourt, February 26, 1873, 


DEPUIS le 1 Juillet, 1872, la Compagnie du Canal Maritime do Suez a modifié ta 
base de la perception dex pages elle en a sugmenté le montant en décidant go tonnage 

Wires au lieu d’étro évalué dapris leur jauge officielle, serait calculd dapris leur 
capacité utilisable. ‘ " 

vette a yyunt provequé des réclamnations de In part des navigators. des 
ee ar ee pared tele pe 
‘comme seul autoriaé A interpréter I'Acte de Concession ot & décider, on conséquence, ai la 
Compagnie « pu ssoditie won tarif sans sécarter de we statu ae 

ptts lex informations que le Gouvernement Frangais a reques de Constantinople, le 
Cabinet de Londres se nerait montré contraire A la Compagnie ot lui contesternit, ant 
elle‘qu'an Gouvernement dont elle tieat sa Concession, le droit do changer In base de 
perception de sex péagos. Le Gouvernement Anglais ae fonderait sur os Intérite de si 
navigation, qui eontribuc dana une vi large proportion au mouvement du Caxah. 
‘Le Gouvernement Erancain ne peut, de non obté, rester 
fctoonaies Prange 
balance des charges et 
megane Ceri hn aataoe Sears 
ouvert une voie nouvelle h le navigation ne rocueilleraient que In ruine dans une 
ise dont Is marine de tous les pays tire de ai grands avantages, 

Une scab rola paral au Gouvernement Frungi. contre 2 "equi 
comme aux intéréts généraux de Ja navigation iasdparables de ecux de ta Compagnie elle 
tele: “ve fate Sone qui ects pos duos le peace du Gearezarment gee Rene 
faire A Constantinople aucune démarche de nature i compromettre Vexistonce mime do 
Ventreprise 


No. 182. 
Karl Granville to Lord Lyons, 


™ Foreign Oftee, February 26, 1873, 
ash Wiech Antone, comraieged U0 me towdiy a Memorandum, of which { 
inclose a copy, relating to the Suez Canal dues, adding that he was ready to devel 
‘matter if it would be egreeable to me. in 
informed his Excellency that the view of Her Majesty's Government was t 
Xi wat necemary that everything should be conducted in the matter with due regulaniy. 
"Bad ava er tla without the previous, aulborty wich oo her vas 
be necessary. Our countrymen had eon advised by us (0 pay these tolls under protest 
There se hereto, two questione—Erst, the repayineat of tolls in exces af those 
£931, ° 
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which could be regularly levied; secondly, the questio 
to be levied alter the sauction of the Porte shoal ge aa eo 
Her Majesty's Government were anxious to examine the second question in an im- 


ial and judicial spirit. Tt was it 
fartil and judicial spirit. Tk was not the interest of any party that the Company should 


2 . p 
coca ottuded by saying that T should be glad to come back to the subject on a future 


___Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
See 


No. 183, 
Viscount Enfeli to Sir H. Elliot, 


pase 22, Commercial, Confidential.) 
in, . Foreign Office, February 20, 187: 

I TRANSMIT to you, for your Excollenoy’s information, codin acute 
papers which bave been. alreuly’ communicated to you on the subject, copies of the eorre. 
spondence noted in the margin relative to the question of the Suez Canal dues. 

1am, &e, 
For Earl Granville, 
(Signed) 
ie 


No. 184. 
Earl Granville to Bir H, Bilton 


(Xo. 24. Commer) 

i 

; : Foreign Offce, March 3, 1873. 
HER Majesty's Govornment have had under their consideration’ De 
despatches relating tothe Sues Canal sues, nnd have used m earefl tayuty to bu mee 


by this Departwent and the Board of ‘Trade into the whole 

i Ast informed you in my despatch, Commercial, No, Or te 3 
Majesty Goverment wish to see beal and fa Anteepretation pat meatier neeee 
made to the Company, ‘and itis in this spirit that they have given the matter their beat 

Tn your dexpatoh 7 of the 20th ultimo, you state that the |i ‘ior 
you in my dexpatch, Commercial, No. 78, of the 6th of Dessabes; wa aT the 
eet — ane ee Majesty's Government bad been informed by yoo it 

ae tion he Turkish Goveroment to make, went further tha : 
Seleipated by tit Government, and that you were convinced that the ron 
bes ‘ce ee a foreiga Governments to pronounce authoritatively upoa the extent of 
i my above-mentioned despateb, which was communicated Raver 
other maritime Powers, I had stated that Her Majesty’ ieraear pre) = madi ieee 
A in a Conference of the maritime Powers interested in the question with a view to 
ing about an agrorment as to the nature and extent of tho dues to be levied by the 
Suez Canal Company under tho terms of the Act of Concession, as well as to tho basis 
‘upon which the tonnage measurement adopted by the Company is to be established, 

Hee Majesty's Government had not contemplated aay discussion in the Conference of 
the right of the Porte to fix the sum of 10 fr. per ton for the dues under the present 
Concession, oF ite right to grant a fresh Concession, but merely to determine what ie meant. 
by the scree Uaoes de cumcis” in the existing Concession, the result arrived at 

0 apply to the nes levied since nd lues to 
SNe Oommen ince July last and to any future dues to be levied 
ae Siaes that despatch was written the aspect of the question has, however, materially 

Hee Majesty's Government have now received a formal invitation from 
which a copy was inclosed in my despatch No. 10, Commercial, of t =n of Je Sen 
‘hie companiaton the Turkish Government sates le déir da jouvernement Tutpéral 

un traitement tous les navires, sans distinction de lon 
les ports de PEmmiry et les diMtculiée sungies par suite de la réoente mantiicion terse, 
dans la peteeption de Ia taxe de navigation que paient les bitiments traversant le Coral ie 


123, 
‘Suez nous donnent Is certitude 91 lémarche ayant pour but d'arriver & l'adoption 
Ie 


dun jaugeage uniforme scrait accueilli avec faveur par les Etats maritimes . « 
Gouvernement Impérial ne doute pas qu’une Commission de savants et d'hommes expéri- 
mentés parviendrait & trouver un mode uniforme de mesurer les navires et & fixer un 
‘tonneau-type qui servirait & la fois de base pour les transactions commerciales et pour In 
[perception des droits auxqucls est assujettic In navigation.” ‘The Ottoman Government 
Adds a suggestion that the Commission should mect in London or Constantinople. 

Her Majesty's Government are further informed by your despatch, Commercial, No. 7, 
‘of the: 20th of January that it is the intention of the Porte to appoint a Commission to 
be named by itself to inquire into certain questions connected with the change of the dues. 
“There are, therefore, three points on which it rewains for me to convey to you the 
views of Her Majesty's Government -— 

‘Ist. The proposal of the Porte for the appototment of a Commission for the purpose 
of establishing an uniform standard of tonnage. 

2nd. The course which should be pursued as to the change of dues. 

3rd. The question of the dues to be levied for the fsture, 

Upon the first point I have to state to you that Her Majesty's Government prexuino 
that tf the dea AC the Porte thot the Commission abould be composed ‘of Comma 
loners to be named by each of the martin Powers. Her Majesty's Govornment have 
constantly urged the importance of wn uniform standard of tonnage meswurement, and 
many countries have recently adopted the method of measuring grom tonnage in use in 
Great Britain. They are. therefore, glad to join in such a Commision, and are ined 
‘at once to name Colonel Stokes, late Comnissioner for, the Navigation of the Danube, ax 
Her Majesty's Commirsioner, ‘The method of measuring gross tonnage would probably 
require little discussion, bot if the Commission could decide upon the question whether 
any, and what, deductions should be allowed on account of engine-toom or otherwise, and 
hhow, if at all, cargo-carrying spaces on deck should be measured, the result would be moat 
bencficial to the interests of maritime commerce. 

‘You will, however, explain to the Porte that the consent of Hor Majesty's Govern. 
ment to this Commission Is accompanied with the reservation that the conclusions at 
Thich the Commission may arrive shall not become operative uatil they have been referred 
toaall the Powers, and shall have been accepted by the 

Her Majesty's Government consider that, under all tho circumstances. it would be 
better that the Commission should mect in London, where the beat information can be 

fred as (o the commercial transactions and navigation duos in respect of which the 


‘has proposed ity appointment. 


With regard to the course which shoold be purmued as to the change of dues, Her 
Majesty's Government entirely approve the note addressed by you to the Turkish Govern- 
‘ment on the 17th ultion, of which w cupy is inclosed in your despatch, Commercial, No, 7, 
Of the 20th ultimo, in which you express the hope that before the wish of the Company 
for authority to inoreavo the ducx i» examined, it will bo called upon to rotumn to the 
original charge and to abandon a ‘of which the Turkish Government has demons 
trated the illegality. 

Her Majesty's Government hold that the exaction of thee Increased duce is illegal, 
‘ax has been conclusively shown by tho statements made by Halil Pusha to yourself and in 
his correspondence with Server Pasha, and they look to the Ottoman Government to 
enloreo the authority of the Porte over the Company, and to secute the repoyment with 
interest of the excess ducs paid under protest, both’ by the eaptains of Her Majesty's 
ships-of-war and transports and by British subjects generally. 

‘As the nature of the questioas which the Comminioa to be appointed by the Porto 
is to examine bas not yet been explained, 1 can only state to you at present that Her 
Majesty's Government would expect that the intorests of British commerce should be duly 
represented at the inquiry, and they trust that the Commissioners will be persons whose 
x it in such matters will command respect, 

‘Her Majesty's Government cannot, however, suppose that it ea bo the intention of 
the Porte that there should be two Commissions sitting concurrently, one to exainive the 
mensutement of tonnage for international adoption, ond the other to report upon the 

1m of tonnage meaaurement to be recognized on the Suez Canal. It appears to thea 

t the duties of the Comission nominated by the Porte could uot toellly comience 
until the Report of the International Commission bas been furnished. 

Her Majesty’s Government do not desire to anticipate that Report, but they feel 
confident thot it Will absolutely reject the erroneous arguments and illusory caloulations 
upon which the Company have proceeded in making the recent change in the dues. As 





an illustration of these, 1 bave only to refer to the diserepaney between the calculations 
in the letter from M. de Lessepe and M. Couette to Mesos: Marses and Mitchel ct one 
Sth of July last, and those in the letter written by M, de Lesseps to Sir D, Lange on the 
Sth of December for communication to the Admiralty, of which a copy is inelosed in my 
Aespateh, Commercial, No, 22, Confidential, of the 20th ultimo. 

With re for the fature, it scems to Her Majesty's 
Government that the Turkish Government should in the first place notify distinetly to the 
Company that the Porte does not recognise or in any way assent to the system of 
levying the dues practised since July last, and that it will not authorize any chase tn 
the dues from the scale on which they were levied at the opening of the Canal until after 
due examination and inquiry, 

Her Majesty's Government do not in the slightest degree impugn the right of the 
Porte fo inerease the dues, nor did they make any representations on the subject when 
authority for a temparnry increase for « special Rormove of fe. per ton was grted to the 
Company ia 1871. ‘The Company is, as Her Majesty's Government consider, Egyptian, 
and the rights over it of the Parte are undoubted. 

Her Majesty's Government, however, feel confident that the Turkish Government 
cannot but be sensible of the equitable consideration which is due fram the Porte to the 
reat matitise interests which are concerned. Ky the Firman of 1866 the Porte solewly 
tndorved the Concession of 1826, made by the thea Viceroy of Reypt to the Company, 
in which the rutes of dues to be levied were specitied, and on the faith of which nupbess 
of vemels have been constructed in France, England, and elsewhere, for trac through 
the Canal, which baa thus becotne one of the highways of the world, the obstruction of 
Which, by the imposition of an excessive toll, would be an injury to commerce which 
Her Majesty's Government cannot telieve th Parte would wilingly inflct, and against 


which every nation woold be driven to protest. 

Wer Majesty's Governnent nccordingly Consider that Ifthe ‘Commission to be named 
by the Porte should be authorized, after the basis of tonnage bas been settled in the 
{ternational Commission, to entertain the question of granting a fresb firmaa, enabling 
the Company to rise the dues, tho interests of the shipowners, especially jn the caso of 
Pussenger ships, on which even tho present syatom presses heavily, should be fall 
couridered, and before any change is agreed to, the administration of the Company, whi 
is represented as unduly extravagant, should be inguired into, with the view of secing 
whether an economy in that respect might not furnish sufficient funds, without recourse 

sand, lastly, that the Report should be made koown before beity 

finally acted on by the Porto, in onder to afford an opportunity for Her Majesty's 

jovernment and the other Governments Interested to farnish such obverentions upot it 
may be proper for the consideration of the Porte. 

A copy of this despatch wit be furnished to Her Majesty's Repreventatives in the 
Principal maritime countries, for eomounication to the Governments to which they are 
aceredited, 

1 am, &e. 
(Sigued) "GRANVILLE, 


Despatch from Khalit Pasha to Muserve Bey, above referret to 


M. le Chansé d'Aftires, Le 1 Jom 

LE désir du Goavernement Impérial d'assurer un traitement éjal A tous les naviros, 
vane distinction do pavillon, qui fréquentent tes ports de I'Grnpire, et Tes dificultés sangies 
par suite de la récente modification apportée dans In perception de la taxe de navigation 
{que paient les bitiments traversant le Canal de Suez, nous donnent Ia certitode yw une 

ache ayant pour but diurriver & adoption d'an jaugeage uniforme serait accyeilie 
wee favour par les Etats maritimes. Grice an développement es voies de commuttication, 
‘es relations dex peuples entre eux prennent une grande extension, Il en résulte ome 
solidavité dintértts: qui, envikagée au point de vue da commerce maritime, tend & faire 
disparaitre les mesures de production établies en fiveur duu pavillon national, Dan autre 
POG les progris de la science sont tels, de nos jours, quon peut déterminer avec précaion 
Jn ‘dimension «usm navire et sx capacité utitimble pour le transport des marchandicce 
Avni, to Gouvernement Impérial ne doate pas qu'une Commission de savant e hommes 
expériwentéx parviendrait A trouver un mode unlforme de mesurer les navites, et fixes on 
jaimcaa bye gu servitut dla foie de base pour les transactions commerciales et pour 
1 perception des droits auxquels est wssujettio la navigation. 

Ea consquenee, le Gouvernement Impérial vous charge de pressontir quelles sernicnt 


at ité sur institution d'une pareille 
les vues du Gouvernement pris duquel vous étes acorédité sur Wnstitution . 
Commision i Londres, cutre de commerce marine, ou 4 Consuanisope, "Vous 


Youdres ben mvinfrmer, auwitOt que pombe, du raat d vos démarches, 


(Sign) ” Kean, 


No. 185. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Teaterden.—(Received March 4.) 


Admiralty, February 28, 1873. 
a ini jralty to acknowledge the 
commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge th 
BS pap ae ‘of the 24th instant, and to request that you wil 
inform Bart Granville that the satcment alleged to have Been made by M. de Lee 
Yits that be had staid the Aimy of the correctness of his views ns to Ue mo 

“ ug th Suez Canal duce, is quite unfounded. i 

set Tm futher directed to lossy, for Ean Granville’ facpaton 1 copy of the 
letter addressed by my Lords to Sir Daniet Lange, the agent of the Company, on the 


17h, after the resipt of your eter ofthe 12th win, 
(Signed) VERNON LUSHINGTON. 


Tuclosure in No. 185. 


‘The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir D. Lange. 


Sir, eit, Jone 37,3879, 

* Yam commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acknowledge the 

recupt of jour letters dived the 150) and 10th wlting, rea to the paymonts made for 

the passage of Hee Majesty's ships "1 snd“ Bullfinch," through the Suez Canal, 

i oclosing letters on the sobject from AL de Lessee, the President of ube Company.” 

In reply Tam to request thot "you will inform BM: Lessope that my Lords re unable 

ner Into correspondence on a thatter which ia now dependent on the netion of th 
vessels passing through the Cana, subject to the protest already conveyed to you. 
amy a 

(Signed) VERNON LUSHINGTON. 


No. 186. 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Blliot. 


r Foreign Office, March 5, 1873, 
(Tetegraphic.) : Fi ns Mil 8, 1673, 
y to your despatch No. 17, Commercial, of the 7th ultimo, you may 
cooirtict Ade Lestat tht bebe sts the’ Admiralyof the coretaes 


of his is. It is quite unfounded. 
1 stration on ho aulfst of the Canal drs are coming t you by pot 


No. 187. 

Lord Lyons to Barl Grancille.—(Received March 8.) 

eee Par March 7.1873, 
zi 1 it herewith to your Lordship a copy of a note which 

secoited at MAE fom M. Se Reset tad fa puis in suawer' CD the nats Which [ 


i € Views of 
wrote to him our Lordship’s order on the 23rd December last, be states th f 
i rack Goreonen, Teapecting the proposed Conference at Constantinople on the 


subject of tonnage admeasurement, and the tolls on the Suez Canal. ee 
(221) 
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___ M. de Rémusat attributes hisdetay in making his communication to disiactination to 
five an opinion while the suit between the Messageries Maritimes and the Suez Canal 
Company is pending before the Tribunal. He observes, however, that although the suit 
is not yet finished, he cannot put off any longer answering my note- 

‘The newspapers announce that the Advocats-Generl (the office who in suite of the 
kind represents the public interests) addressed the Court on the 4th instant, and proposed 
that the decree of the Court below in favour of the Messageries Maritimes should be 
confirmed, and consequently that the appeal of the Canal Company, in regard both to the 
competency of the Court and the merits of the ease, should be rejected. ‘The papers add 
that the Court deferred giving judgment for a week. Ihave asked M. Treitt to obtain 
for me authentic information ox the state of the alu. 

Thave scen M. do Rémusat thix afternoon ond have put into his hand one of the 
copicn of the justruction to Sir Henry Elliot dated the Sed instant, which were traus- 
mitted to me with your Lordship's Commercial despatch of the following day, marked 
Circular, ¥ 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Tnelosure in No. 187. 
M, de Rémusat to Lord Lyons, 


M. I'Ambassadour, Versailles, le 6 Mars, 1873.7% 
VOTRE Excellence ma fait Vhonneur de t’informer, lo 23 Décembre dernier, que te 
Gouvernement de So Majesté Hritannique était dispose & prendre part & la Conférence 
wile aver le concours de laquelle In Porte Ottomane dslrait régler les questions 
fant ay droit de tonoaxe pergu par tn Compagnie de Suey, quan, node 
Jnugenge de navires Koumls i cette perception. Vous ajoutiex que M, I'Ambsssadour 
‘d’Angleterre & Constantinople avait €6 autorisé A adhérer & ce projet, xous Ix condition 
toutefols que les dispositions qu’arriteralt la Conférence devmient, préablement & leur tise 
en vigour, recevoir 'astenticoent unanime dex Gouvernement intéreasés. 

Lo retard que j'ti mis A vous faire A mon tour coouaitre les yues du Gouvernement 
Francais provieut, M. TAmbatadeur, de In réseeve i laquelle j'ai cru devoir i 
tant que kv telbuhasx uppelés par In Compagnie des Messageries Maritimes 
Végalité du noavenu tode Ue perception appliqué dans lo Canal de Suee'ne ee seralent pas 
définitivemont prononeés sur Vohyet du litige. Ce débat judiciaire n'est point encore 
termings néanmoine, jo ne saurais aujoard’hui diérer plus longtemps de rpondre & ta 
communiaation de votre Excellence, 

M, Ambassadeur de Turquio & Paris ne min, jusqu’d prescot, tnnumis aucune 
proposition afficiolle rolativement i la réunion de la Conféreuce projetée} nis le Ministre 
des Affaires Etrangives de la Porte « communiqué & M. \Ambossadeur de France & 
Constantinople la cireulaire par laquelle it avait charge los Représentants de Ia Turyuie & 
étranger do presventir & oot dard lew dispositions des principales Pulsances. maritines. 
Eo nutorisant M. le Comte Vogié & accucillir ccs ouvertures, je Vai prié de formuler, en 
méme temps, cortaines réserves dont je crois utile, M. FAmbassadeur, de vous faire 
eonnaitre Ja substance. 

IL mo parait tout d'abord néccwmire que, préalablement A Ia co 
Conférence, ai cert sur le toonage utile, ou seul 
tonnage aliciel, quo doit dtro basée Ia perception des taxes imposses aux navires dans le 
Canal de Suoz, Le débat qui s'est élevé entre les armateurs et lo Compagnie repose tout 
ntier, on effet, nur Vintorpeétation des mots "tonneau de copacité,” et e’est, en détinitive, au 

nit du Sultan qu'il appartient de Gxer le wens de cette expression. Jusques Lh, 

“it Ia réunion de In Conférence. projetée serait sans objet, mais encore son 
mandat Joi-téme ne seuruit dtre défi, car it vaviera foredwent suivant que le question 
sera réolue dans Ian ou dans Vantre sens, é 

Si le Gouvernement du Sultan déclare que d'aprés le sens qu'l entend donner aux 
termes di firman, la Compagnie de Suez n'exctde pas les limites de son twrif en preaant 
pour base do poraiption le tonnage utile des navires, ily aura lieu, & moins quion-ne 
préRere négler cen points par voie de correspondance, de hire déterminer, par wne Com- 
imissjon Tuternationnle, d'ubord I'éewrt existant entre tx eapacité utiliable des bitiments et 
Jo tonnage inscrit sue leurs papiers de bonl, ensuite lx méthode que la Compagaie aurait & 
‘employor pour oalcuter cette diff(rence. Si, au contraire, Ia Porte interprétait le firman 
davis le wens du tonnage officiel, Ia réanion de cette Comission, A mon avis, ne saurait 
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piss svoir qu'un bat: cx do préparer tee bases dun acto eolett dadhésion des 
issances maritimes i Vexhaussement de tarif que le Gouvernement Ture se serait: alors 
obligé d'autoriserd’'urgence, pour que la Compagnie de Snex pit faire fuce i ses engagements 
er Vexploitation du Canal dans des conditions équitabloment rémunératrices, 
tera, M: TAmbussadear, que si la Conférence projetée devait re chargés de 
Foouvre aussi difficile qu‘importante de I'unification des systémes de jaugeage, lo Gouyerne~ 
ment Frangais Ini préterait son concours Je plus empressé. Mais dans ce cas il me 
Parlimit impossible de subordonner le riglemeut de Iakire epéiale du Canal de Suez & 
Péventualité dune entente universello des Puissances non seulement sur Tadoption de Ia 
méthode qui donnerat les résultats les plas eonformes i la vérité, mais encore au sujet de 
Yabaissement des taxes maritimes qui serait In conséquence forese de I'élévution du tonnage 
offic, 
M. Ambassadeur de France & Londres est, au surplus, en mesure de fournir, sur la 
manitre de voir du Gourerement Francais concernant le ‘nouveau mode de perception 
i6 par la Compagnie de Suez, les explications complémentaires que désirerait lo 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britasnique. 
Bo. 


A 
(sign Ntewrusar, 


No, 188. 
Bir A. Paget to Earl Granville—(Recewed March 9.) 


(No, 26. Commercial.) 
My Lond, Rome, March 4, 1878, 
1 HAY i 
‘acceded to the proposal of the Turkish 
Commizson for the esabliehment of an univoral system of tonnage monsuretent, 
have, &o, 
(Signed) A, PAGRT. 


No, 189, 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Recvioed March 11.) 


No, 190, Commercial.) 
Paris, March 9, 1873, 
reference to my despatch of the day bofire yesterday, Commercial, No. 124, 
Thave the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a Report from M."Treitt on 
the present state of the suit betwecn the Mesagerios Maritimes and the Suex Canal 
‘Company. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) LYONS. 


Inclosure in No, 189, 
Report by M, Treitt 


LE jogoment du ‘Tribunal de Commerce da 26 Octobre, 1872, renda au profit des 
Messazerier Maritimes, avait été frappé dappol par la Compagnio de Suez. 

La Cour d’Appel 2, pendant plusieurs longues audiences, entendu los plaidoitios des 
‘appellants et des intimes. 

andi dernier, 'Avocat-Général, ongane du Ministre Public, a donné dos. conclasions 

{qui tendeot Ata confirmation du jugoment de premidre jnstance tant sur In eompstenen que 
sar Ie fond. 

La Cour a mis Taffaire en délibéré. Elle rondra son arsét probublement Mardi 
prochain. 

Jewe mets en. mesure de pouvoir remettre A son Excellence une copie de Varrdt le 
pls tht possible; en atteodant, j'ai colligé les plaidoiries ot les joindrai & V'arrét 

(Signé) ‘PREITY. 


Paris, ce 9 Mars, 
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No. 190. 


‘The Turkish Minister for Foreign Afairs to Musurus Pasha,— (Communicated to Eart 
Grancille by M. Musurus, Merch 12.) 
(PAé graphique.) Constantinople, le 4 Mars, 1873. 
TE Gouvernement Impérial penche pour le choix de Constantinople comme sitge de 
Ja Commission Internationale  instituer pour Yadoption d’une unité de tonnage. Le 
Cabinet de Vienne nous ayant également notifié sa préférence dans ce sens, veuillen de 
votre ebté faire en sorte diamener le Gouvernement prés duquel vous étes accredilé h se 
rallier A notre maniére de voir. 


No. 191. 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville. —(Reevived March 11.) 


(No. 181, Cominercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, March 10, 1873. 

THAVE, the honour to transtnit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a note with 
which I havo transmitted to M. de Rémosat » copy of your Lordahip's instruction to 
Sir Henry Elliot of the Sed instant respecting the Suex Canal. 

T had previously pot into M, de Rémusat's band a copy of this instruction, as I had 
the honour to report to your Lordship in my Comme itch No. 124 of tho 7th 

stant. ‘The copy inclosed to him in my note of to-day is one of the corrected copies 
which i received tom your Lordship yesterday, a 
wave, Be 


Signed) "LYONS. 


nclosure in No, 191. 
Lord Lyons to M. de Rémusat. 


M, lod 

‘ON the 7th Instant { bad the honour to pat into your Lardshi 
instruction dated tho Sed instant, which had been addressed to Her Majesty's Am 
‘at Constantinople by Earl Granville with regard to the Suez Canal, 

T have the honour to transmit herewith to your Excellency another copy of the same 
locument, 

T have, &o, 
(Signed) LYONS. 


No. 192. 
Lord Lyons to Bart Grawville—(Received March 13.) 


(No. 138, Commercial.) 
My Lond, Paris, Moreh 12, 1873. 

WITH reference to my Commercial despatch No. 130 of the 9th instant, T have the 
honour to inform your Loniship that yesterday the Coust of Appeal of the Seine quashed 
the jailgment given on the 26th October, 1872, by the Commercial Tribunal of the Seine in 
favour of the Messageries Maritimes againat the Suez Canal Company. 

‘The incloned bundle of papers eontains— 

1. ‘Tho original judgment of the Commercial Tribusal. 

2, Tho address of the Counsel for the Canal Company to the Court of Appeal. 

4. ‘The auddress of the Advocate General to the Court of Appeal. 

4. Tho judgment of the Court of Appeal. 


Lhave, &. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


SS 
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No. 193. 


Earl Grancille to Sir A. Buchanan: 


ie Foreign Office, March 15, 187: 
COUNT DEUST spoke to me today respecting tho question of the Stee Canal 
He remarked that although it was Togieal to acknowledge the Paro. on the 
« ned tho Sea Canal, yet, taking h practical view of 
he matter, it would be unwise to leave to the Porto, under the pressure of all kinds 

sehich taight be applied, the abuolutedetermiation af the umount of dos to bo rsd 
T said thot we had always held that the Suez Canal Company was an Ottoroan 
Cocapany, and that, as ouch, the Porte wa» the proper Interpreter ofthe concession which 
tad been mnde to’ the Company; but that he would seo that in the instructions to 
ao eae ter ae eae devired that the Porte should give due notice to 
all the Powers, so that the latter might furnish such observations as might be proper for 

the consideration of the Porte. Cea 
Tam, &o. 
(Sieoo) ” GRANVILL 


No. 194. 
Bir H. Elliot to Ear! Granville —(Recrived March 16.) 


(Ros, Commeriat) 

My Lord, if 

ly Lond, Constantinople, March 1, 1873. 
IN continuation ofthe eorreepoddence relative to the Suez Caatl dics, which T hud 
{he Honour to forward to, your Lordship in my despatch No. 11 of January 31, 

I forward herewith copies of some further letters which have been published by 
M. de Lesseps and M. Girette on the same subject : 


U have, &e, 
Bigned) HENRY ELLIOT 


Inclosaro in No, 194, 
Eetewet from“ La Turquie” of November 19, 1873, 


court“ Levant ie” art ror en Tappcant dans yon numéro da 14 
courant, un document rédigé par M, Girette, Direoteur dex Mosagoties Marit 
M. Pordinand de Lessepe vient dwiresser au rédacteur-onschef du Lavant Tunes" 
saree NS Alans Te nor de ce jouraal du 17 Fever 

‘our que os leeteurs sajent tenus au courant de cette importante question nous 
reprodaisons ces deox documents} becca Las oc! 


Article du Levant Times.” 


ques ymin ob Cavan. ve Somto=Il y 8 aseabenveot de mystieation dane 
vation des les navites pawsant par le Canal—question soumiae 
Aotuellement 4 la consémtion da Gouvernement ‘Ottoman ot des Poisances eeartine 
ar. quoique les déclamtions de part et autre soient asice elaires, prises sépmndment, il 
ea fate etre cux quand on Ie rapproche, ene 
: pr exemple, que. Vexpond des fits rsoemment. poblié 
Yor M; Fernand de Lassops dans ques ee ee at fal ows forrebligeamnent 
avae Bans le meme temps i nons-ntines, quoique nous fuysions suspends. Dravtre 
rats Ta Conipnenie des Maritimes qui donna par un procta te aignal de Topp 
Finterpreamgavele axe, a produit un exposé dans lquel ele fit reworti le contraste de 
Finterpétation donnée par M. de Lesacps, en S08, di tonnage de enpacité avec la significa 
dees replant do la Compagaio du Canal prétend en Yter-aujoan!'bni, ” M. de 
Vesrir pretend que le tonneau de capacité désigné & Article 17 de Ix Concession de 
oe se at tM mesure offcelle de tonnage,’ mais 18 ‘tonne de capacté réelle et 
ible, & appa de quoi il cite. tes déelaratione publiges par Ini en 1868 comme ayunt 


; Par Mi devant In Commission qui avait été nommée pour régler les questions 
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relatives la navigation du Canal, et aussi opinion émise par cette Commission 
M. Girette, Directeur des. Messageries Maritimes, dans le docament que nous avons 
rmitintcnant sous les yeux, met en régart Pune et Tautre les deux versions pour montrer 
gpl y_& une comple’ contradiction entre elles, observant en miéme temps que ln 
‘ompuznie du Canal, en reprosuisant Panne dernidre le texte de Fexposé présenté par 
‘M. de Lessepe & In Compagnie da Canal en 1868, it lappui de la proposition de modifice le 
modo de peremption des droits, omit sept des treize paragrapbes que ce document 
contenait.* Comme ce sujet est d'une grande importance pour les navigateurs aux 
intérdts desquels le * Levant Times and Shipping Gazette’ est si €roitement rettaché, nous 
luissons & qui de droit explication de cet apparent eonilit de faits.” 


‘Du Mode de Menurer te Tonnage. 
(Texte de 1868.) 
Canal AMivle 16 de notre Concemsion determine ainsi quil suit le mode de péage dacs le 
‘anal — 

* Pour indemniser In Compagnie det dépenses de construction, dentretien, ot 
exploltation, qui sont mises Asa change par lee présentes, nous Vantorisons, dé b présent 
‘et peasant toute Ja dare de sa jouissance telle qu'elle a été dkterminge par los paruzraphes 
1 ot 8 de MArticle précédent, a établir ot porcevoir, pour le passage dans lex Canaux et lew 
porta en dépendant, des droite de navigation, de pilotage, de remonyuage, de halage on de 
xtationnoment, suivant des tarife qu'elle pourra modifier & tout époque, soas la condition 
expross — 

“1. De peroevoir ees droits sans nuctne exception ni faveur sur tous les navites dine 
dex condition identiques. 

"2. De publior les tarifs trois mois avant In mise eo vigueur dans les capitals et los 
ptincipaus ports de commerce des ports intGresséa.. 

"3. Do no pas excéier, pout te droit spécial de navigation, le chiffre maximum de 
10 fr, par tonneau de eapacité des navires ot par tite de parsager,” 

Notro rigle de eoniluite est, toute trncde dans le libellé de I'Article 17 de notre Acte de 
Concession. Notre priocoupation constante doit etre de percevoir des droits strictement 
égawx pour len navires de toutes les nations. 


‘Too es vires xo prteurs de perm de savigtion war lemuds le tonnage oil 


eat indiqué. Lo jaugeage déterminé dans chaque pays pour servir de base & la perception 
des impos ou droite de’ toute mature que les navires ‘ont A payer ext Gone trbwenact en 
principe, 

Mais ainsi qve vous ne Vignoree pas Messicurs, In méthode de jaugeage diffire dune 
tmunitro trtwvenaible wuivant les pays, et la Compagnie ne peat percevoir nex droits dans 
ex conditions qui avantayeruicnt certains pavillons 

* On pout dire que la comparnison entre les trvis méthodes de jaugeage, Francaise, 
Anglaise, et Américaine, donne pour néultat qu'un navire jaugé 300 tonnes en Fraoce 
ne sexnit jaugé en Angleterre que 250 tonmenuX, et 160 ik 200 en Amérique, 

* Tl-convient, en conséquence, dadopter comme tonnietu marin type Pan dex tonveanx 
de mer actucls fea micus Gtablis, eatinfaigant on meine temps et lev intérdts de la Compagnie 
ot coux de la marine. 

* La jange ollicietle Francaise serait, sans contredit, tout & 'avantago de la Compagnie, 
mais peut-btre donnerait-elle Hea ade jastes réclamations, Le tonneau officiel Anglais 
parait se préventor comme un excellent termexmoyen. 

* Une fois le tonneouetypendopté, ln question ve simplitie: il euffiait, en fet, d'établir 
‘avec exactitude Le rupport existant entre Ie touncaustype choisie par Ia Compagnie pour 

‘i de base a Ia perception de ses druits. et eoux des autres natioox maritimes, 

*A présentation des permis de navigation portant In jauge officielle, on wurtaxerait ou 
\détaxerut les pavires dos ditférences en plus ou en moins qui existeraient entre ledr tonnage 
{abl apr Jes menures de lear pays ef Fe mine tonnage rapporté au tonneat matin type 

le Ia Compagnie. 

* L’opinion a été exprimée de tenir compte, dans une eertaine mesore, da charzement 
14e] du navire toutes les fois que ce changement réel ddpassernit Ia jauze officielle declare. 
1 s'ogimit ict dinterpréter TArticle de notre Aete de Concession qui detertnine be droit de 
piasr, Nous whdsitons pas admetixe Finterprétation la plus irae et adopter, comme 
bas de pereeption, le move Je plus avantagens pour le commerce, elt la base du jauigenge 
offic 


Le tonnoge proportionnel appliqué & tous les navires, suivant un baréme rendu 
«Lee parsrapben omis sont loiqute par un saivinque ot den guiiomets, 
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bic et qui auruit le mérite de déterminet une pereeption Gale pour tous les navires, ne 
Erit pus une innovation s cette maniére de procéder, simple et équitable, découlant 
Jogiquement des termes de hotre Acte de Concession, est appliquée sur le Bas-Danube en 
vertu d'une Convention Internationale. s see 
‘Nous appelons votre examen lo plus attentif sar fadoption da tonneau-type, et l'appli 
cation proportionuelle de co tonneau au tonneau officiel des diverses nations; ct permettez- 
ous, Messieurs, d'émettre fe voeu que la mesure prise par Ia Compagnie Universelle du 
‘Cant Maritime de Suez dovionne Yoceasion d'une entente internationale, désiréo par tous 
Jes marins, pour Yadoption d'une méme mode de mesurage officiel des navires chex toutes 

Jes nations, 

(Version de 1873), 


fa avant Youverture da Canal A la grande navigation, en 1868, lo Conseil 
d'Administration de la Compagnie forma une Commission d'atniraus, d'ingéaicurs et de 
dAegués de Coxnpagnies marines, afin de rSgler diverses questions concernant la navigation 
da Canal. Parmi ces questions so troursit celle da droit de passage, Le Président du 
‘Conseil d’Administration expliqua los circonstances qui permettaient A 1a Compagnie de ne 
pas se conformer au systdmio de jaugo officielle dont les Gouvernements reconninlssant eux- 
memes Finexactitude. Ul demand ai la Commission serait avis de comoyencer par prend 
pour base de la perception le maximum da droit légal, eest-d-dire, la tonne de eapaclté, ox 
adopter provisolrement, duns les premicre temps de Tonverture dv Canat, la tonne de jauze 
‘officielle, bien que chaque nation edt, pour ces navites, un mexurage particulier et 
ditféreatiel, ce qui était contraire au principe d'égnlité pour tous les pavilions, recommandé 
parle Finnan de Concession. 


Revolutions de la Commiavion sur lex 8* ot 9™ Ques 
(Teate de 1872) 


Que tonenuetype convent-il apter comme base de ls paception dw droits 

Qoel nipport existo-eil entee Je tonneanstype cholsl et los tonneaux oficiols dex 
digerses nations? 

“Sr La Commission reconnalt: que le tonneau officiel Anglals serait to meilleur type A 
adopter: mais elle constate quiaucun rapport exnet ne saumnit &re établi entre ce tonneau 
type et le tonnage ofiiciel des autrox nations, les jaugenges n’étant meme pas tonjonre 
comparables entre navines d'uno rabine pavillon. 

Ta question de T'unification des jaugenges GLant sounise netuellement & uno Commins 
sion Intemationale, ¢t ave solution paraisant devoie intervenir proohsinewent, Is Com- 
mission est Gavie quien attendant an rbglemeut international, qui seruit alors adopt, In 
Compagnie du. Canal do Socz doit sen teair purctaent et. simploment, pour ta peroeption 
des droits, au tonnage établi par Jes papiers de bonl suns distinotion de pavillon.” 


(Version de 1878) 


La Commission, tout on reconnaivsant exactitude des principes dni par te Président 
du Conseil, fut davis de s'en rapporter praviscirement av tonnage des paplors officiels 
de bord eo attendant le moment dappliquer Ia taxe légale caleulde sur tn tonne de 
capacité, 


Réponse de M, de Leaseps. 


A.M le Rédacteurven-chef du Journal le “Levant Timex ot Shipping Guzotte.” 

2 En. apprciant nes le wn a it rolatit A Ja quostion diy 
ant d'une manidre teds-impartinle un document relatit & la a 

Canal do Suez qui vous a été communiqué par M, Girette, administrateur dos Messagerics, 

Yous fhites préoéder vos observations dle cette phinso =. Question soutnixe actuelloment & 
du Gouvernement Ottoman et dex Polisancos maritimes.” 

Le Titige suscité par la Compagnie des Messageries contre la Compagnie du Canal de 
‘Suea est soumis actucllement A la décision de St. Majesté Impériale Je Sultan saus Pinter- 
‘vention des Puissanees inartines. : 

Les Me ies, qui avaicat W'abord eu recours & un tribunal Francais et qui avaient 
cherché @ obtenir une coalition des intéréts mnritimes étrangers contre In Compagnie de 
Suet, ont ensuite reconnu elles-mémes In compétence de Vautorité souvernine du territoire 
fo Ia Concession du Canal a &té accord ot ou elle west exéoutée, compétence revendiquée 





par Ia Compagnie de Suez. Comme vous atinoncez votre désir d'Gcluirer vos lecteurs, 
permettez-moi de vous indiquer en peu de mots & quoi se réduit le Titige existant, abstrac- 
tion faite de toutes les controverses. 

Les Measageries prétendent que les termes “tonneau de capacité dé navirea” dans 
I'Acte do Concession veulent dire “tonneau de jauge officielle des vavires.* La 
% wucz prétend que le mot de “‘capacité”* a été exnployé i desscin pour se 

Une jange officielle inexacte et veut dire ‘‘contenance” (expression Torque da 

e original de (’Acte de Concession), et que la jauge officielle n'a é1é adenise au début de 
on du Canal “* qu’A titre provsoice ” suivant l'Article 11 da Réglement de 
promulgué avant Pouverture du Canal 

Toute In question est li. 

Quant a Vinvitation qui a été faite par la Sublime Porte aux Puissances maritimes de 
cherohor & s'entendre pour ritablir une Jauge officielle qui redevienoe, come autrefois, la 
représentation do Ia wirité, do Péquité et do Fégalité pour tous lex pavillons, c'est tne autre 
afluire qui prendra le caractire international et qui sans étre cirangére au litigo actuel 
n'en vara quo la conséquence et sara postérieure & la décision souveraine de Sa Majesté 
Impérialo Yo Sultan, 

Permettes-moi de profiter de cette occasion et de Ia loyale publicité de votre journal 
pour lever une erreur quia été répandoe dane le public de Constantinople 

Ona fait courir le bruit que Ia Compagnie de Suex demandait une augmentation de 
tarif, Dun antre cdté, M. Girette, dans une note ithographige qu'il vient-de faire circuler 
dit “que lex Meungerios et d'autres Compagnies maritimes. sont disposées aide la 
Compuguie de Suez i traverser lox dificultés du début cn s‘imporant temporairement uh 
surcrolt de merifices.” 

La Compagnie de Suex revendique poor ello tous tes merifions, et jusqu’s prévent le 
commerce et Jes navites du monde entier n'ont recu d'elle que des avantages 

La Compagnie de Suez n'a ja mé de sabyention d'sucon Gouvernement ni 
Taide de la finance Européen pu, avec le scul concours dex petite: eapitaux 
Frangais ot de l'association du Khédive d?Egypto de Vexdcution et 
do début de Pexploitation de son entreprine. 

Pom" Les 312 millions de ftancs verséé par lea ectionnaires 
{cv 130 millions que In bonnie adzninistration de aon Conseil « su tui conquérir,ab cours des 
ravauy, ont sulli toutes Tes dépenses. 

Le Canal de Suex ve lnisse rien i désicer poinqu'il livre un passage facile entre les 
ddoax mers ides navires d'une contenanee de 4,000 tonneaux, d'une longueur de 130 méeres, 
ct que le dernice mois de Janvier a donné oe reeette de 2 millions de francs. 

La Compagnie de Svex ropousse toute augmentation de tarif qui emit de nature a 
inquister te commerce pour Favenir: elle ne veut que son droit et Sipplication de 
VAnticle 17 de I'Acte de Concession du 5 Janvier, 1356. 

‘attends de votre courtoisie la reproduction de cette lettre dats votre extimable journal, 
ct je vous pria, Monsieur, d'agnéer Vexpression de mes sentiments les plus distingu 

Péra, le 15 Pécrier, Ui 

(Sign) FERDINAND DE LESSEPS. 


No. 195. 


Sir H. Elliot to Kart Granvitle—(Received March \6, aight.) 


(Telegraphies Pera, March 16, 1873. 


M. LESSEDS had reoel jority to: make use of M. Thiers’ name insisting on the 
pretended rights of the Suex Canal Company 

He ie also understood to intimate that if the Porte forwes the resumption of the 
original scale, it will bo held! responsible fur the lows of revenue thus caused to. the 
‘Company 

ales the Ports Believes that i¢ can rely nthe snpport of the other Powers in 
resisting the pressure likely to be put pon it by France in favour of the Company, it will 
probably be unwilling to expose itself to the rik. ; 

It m easential that aesurances to this effect should be conveyed as carly as posible. 


No. 
Bir H. Elliot to Barl Greweille—(Receiend March 6.) 


igh Constantinople, March 5, 1878 
T HAVE communicated to Khalil Pasha the substance of your Lovdship's telegram 
of yesterday's date, directing me to contradict the assertion of M, de Leswops, that he had 
‘satisfied the Loris of Her Majosty's Admiralty of the correctocws of his viows it regard to 
the Suex Canal dues. 
His Excellency observed that, knowing M. de Loeseps’ statements to be often 
incorrect, he fs on his guard agin thew, and agunst owning hist io any way 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
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No. 196, 
Earl Grenville to Lord Lyons. 


(No. 80. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, March 17, 1873. 

{HAVE to inform your Excellency that I have recived a telegram from Sir H. Eliot 
dated the to the effect that M. de Lesseps had received authority to make 
tise of M. Thiers’ name in insiating on the pretended rights of the Suez Canal Company 

‘M. de Lesseps is also nderstood to intimate that if the Porte forces the resumption 
of the original seale of does, it will be held responsible for the toss of revenue thus caused 
to the Company 

‘Sir HT Eliot adds that, unless tho Porte belioves that it can rely on the support of 
the othor Powers in resisting the pressure likely to be put upon. it by France in favour of 
the Company, it will probably be uuwilling to expose itself to the risk; and hia Excell 
observen that it is essential that assurances to this effect should be conveyed to the Porte 
a early ax possible 

Vader these circumstances I have to request that your Excellency will lone no time in 
fscertaining ani reporting to Her Majeaty"s Goveroment whether M, de Lesseps bas beon 
authorized to use M. Thieew’ name in this maoner, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) | GRANVILLE. 


ee 
No, 197, 
Earl Granville to Sir H, Riot 


vr Foreign Office, March 17. 1873 
LORD LYONS is lnstrocted to ascertain if M. de Lesseps is authorized to ure 
M, Thiers’ name in the manner mentioned in your telegram of yesterday 
You may give the Porte proper assurances of support 





No. 198. 


The Austrontunparion Minister for Foreign Affeire to Aarifi Bey—(Communicated to Karl 
‘Granville by Count Bewst, March 17.) 


Vienne, Ye 13 Feorlery 183 

LE M A ves de Sa Mojosté VEmpereur et Roi a re 

wwe ann Excellence Anrif Bey, Aubasadear do Turquie, lus a falt Phonnour de tui 

rier, pour kui fare connaltre que la Sublime. Porte avait congy 

le projet i Constantinople, tine Commission technique qui 
wernit chargéo de 1 daifortue de mosurer ies navires et un Tonnest) type 
pour Jes transactions commerc ‘our 1a perception des droits euxquels dovront tro 
aamujettis les navires sane distinct mn qui faquentent lee ports de I'Empire 
saute di jul freqventont lee ports do TEmp 
___ Lidge de cette Commimion ayant pris son origine dans les difialtés qui ont wargi 
récomment par sirte dune 1m sy apportée dane Ja perception do la taxed 
Bavigation que puient les bitimen Te Canal de Soez, Je Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesté{Eiaperur ct Rot ue peut que féliciter Ja Subliine Porte de Vinitiative quelle a 
{tise pour lle west propos 

Biahont en proposnt un mule uniform de jangeage tol que Te serait par exemple te 
Site Anglais, da doy par In, plopart des Poissances maritimes, le Geuverninent 
lo Ba Majeté Kuopetiole lo Sita ¢aequerr uo tr grand write aux seu da gommeroe 
de toutes les paticns, Ensuite si Te tonnage Anclaix était peis pour base afin de trouver 


Tinterprtation ta plos justo de terme “tonaeass de capacta employe 2 TAvticle 17 du 
rman de Concesston, Ia Sublime Porto parviendra bientOt, il est permis de Mespérer, b 
ite aatiaftsate Ta question litgieuse des tac dn 

qu'il na son pas trop diile do trouver A Taide de la mime Commission 
Toternationale un tnyen terme. propre dun ck6 a subvenir aux evoins rel de Ta 
Compagnie du Canal, digne sans doute des sone proteteors de In Fuissance suxcrnn, de 
‘autre cité A ssuveardor les droits acyuls par des tiers, surtout por les grandes entreprises 


rene ‘anal de Suee, 


Toternatios 


bet) 2M 





maritimes qui ont &é fondées en Europe sur la foi du_méme Firman de Concession. Ea 
effet, en fixant par I'Article 17 de ce Firman un maximum de taxes pour le pavilion de 
toutes les nations, Ia Sublime Porte a engagé son autorité de législateur et son erédit de 
Puissance garante.” Elle dono le droit d'interpriter les termes de son Firman ainsi qu'elle 
‘ale devoir de faire respecter les nctes émanés de son autorité. Les autres Gouvernetments 
par contre, dans les Btats desquels des entreprises navales & vapeur ont été fondées et 
subventionnées sur In foi du maximum de taxes garanti par la Sublime Porte, ont qualité 
pour réclamer on faveur de leur nationaux contre une interprétation arbitraire de la com- 
pPagnie, et ils ont un juste titre A étre consultés au sein d'une Commission convoquée pour 
‘examiner et pour applanir les différends survenus. Dans cot état des choses le Gouverne- 
ment do Sa Majesté !Empereur et Roi n’hésite pas a rendre howmage a initiative st 
heurousement prise par In Sublime Porte et i aceepter son invitation & prendre part i la 
Commission on instance, dont le siége lui paruit étre le plus couvenablement fixe dans la 
capitale meme de I’Empire Ottoman. 

n priant M. Ambassadeur de woaloir bien porter ee qui précéde A la counaissance du 
Gouverne Sa Majesté le Sultan, lo Soumzné, Ministee de la Maison Imperiale et 

Etrangéres, saisit, &, 


No. 199, 
Lord Lyons to Earl Grancille—(Received March \9,) 


(No. 160, Commercial. Very Confidential.) 
My Lard, Paris, March 18, 1873, 

THAD this morning the honour to receive your Lordship's Confidential despatch of 
yexterday, Commercial, No. 80, directing me to ascertain without lows of time whether 
M. do Lesseps is justified in using M. Thiers’ name in insisting at Constantinople upon 
tho pretensions of the Suex Canal, 

T wont immediately to Versailles, and put the question to M. de Rémusat. 

Ho said that cortainly M. de Losseps hod not, to his knowledge, any oficial authority 
to use M. Thiers’ name in tho matter ; and that, in fact, as no such authority could be 

ven olficinlly without bis knowledge, ho could take upon himself to answer uly question 
fn the negative 

‘After a moment's pause M. de Rémusat went on to say that he would in fhirvess 
tell me ver lly what be thought might have happened, MM. Banbdlemy 
St, Hilnico "intimate friend and secretary, had been formerly connected with 

% Canal Company, We all know how much embarrassment ba wveral 
cecaxions been caused by the incantious use of the President's nawe by M. St. Hilaire in 
his correspondence, and by the habit which he, ond perbaps still more his correspondents, 
had of confounding his own sentiments with those of M, Thiers, It oceurred to hitm as 
possible that M, Harthéleiy St, Hilaire might, in some letter, have used onoral expressions, 
such as that M. Thiers took groot interest in the Cuoal, and that M. de Lesseps, who was 
not over scrupulous aa to the means which bo used to attain his euds, might have taken 
an undue advantage of stich expressions. 

M.de Rémusut said that, therefore, be must so far qualify his denial, but that he was 
confident that no rogular formal authority to use M. Thiers’ name had been given to 
M. do Lemeps. 

T have, &e, 
Signed) LYONS. 


No. 200. 
Earl Grancille to Sir H. Elliot. 
maphic.) Foreign Office, Morch 19, 1873, 


RD LYONS has learnt from M. do Rémusat that M.'de Lesseps is not justied in 
using M. Thiers’ name. 
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No. 201. 
Mr. Lumley to Ear! Granville (Received March 24.) 


20, Commercial.) 
My Lord. 

WITH reference to your 
transmit a copy of a note from tl 


Brussels, March 21, 1873. 
Letts a i Roe we 
Sea ae canted by Uo Sor : ‘Sopa ni 
me that hie Excellency) Ind acd oa ttemutioal Common sdtng tha the 


‘Government considered that the Conferences should be held in London rather than 


= 
Kipas Ger 


T have, &e. 


J. SAVILE LUMLEY. 
eS 
Inclosure in No. 201. 


Count  ArpremonteLynden to Mr. Lumley, 


Bruxelles, le 19 ake 1ptG 
" 0 Mare 
AT theaneur d'ecouscr A votre Kxcellence la réception de son office da 
cours int vite cablis par Ia Cowpagnic du Canal de Suez, et do la emercier de 
rnmunication qu'elle a bien youlu me faire, ee 
i a Sublime Porte A Prwscice an demandé wile Gouvernement du Roi 
adbénit Mle moposition do déférer& uno Coramission Laternationale la question du jaugeage 
eet ear akines de commerce, Jai téponda afirmativemiont sur ce point, en vjoutant 
‘junta Fie de réanion que fe Gouvernement du Ro, ro quill était prifernblo que In 
‘ ve tint b Londres plutdt qu Constantinople 
Conférence se tint & Londres plotdt q oY a me 


(Signé) D'ASPREMONT-LYNDEN. 
RS SS — eee 


No. 202, 


M, le Ministre, 


Mr. Hole to Rarl Granville —(Received March 261) 


sociation of Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom, 
My Lor Ai ie Gc, Westmiser, March 25, 1673 
TAM direted by the Exceutive Council of the Association of Chambers of Commeree 
to foreurd to your Loedship the inclexed Memorial, respecting the dacs levied by the Sue 
Catal Compaay. The Memorial has been prepared in conformity with a resolution passed 


at the recent annual meeting of the Association, ee 
JAMES HOLE. 
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Tnelosure in No, 202, 
Memorial. 


'o tho Right Honourable Earl Granville, K.G., Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs 


‘The Memorial of the Association of Chambers of Commerce of the United 
Kingdom, of which the following Chambers of Commerce are members :— 


Hain, 
Hota oncorm ant Upper Mersey. 
Molders Mh Shellid ym Mog 
Soham 
fouthempaon 
South t Suton 
Dewsbury Certuen tee 
Donglan Tale of San Mideoroogt-n- Teen Sunderland 
Mi Wobreth 
coral Wen Mrieont 
Di Rezpor Monod, Wore. 
Showeth— 


THAT tho Suez Canal Company wore empowered by concession from the Kayptian 
and Turkish Governments to make the Canal, and that ie the terms of such ieaeoare! 
they wore allowed to charge a maximum due of 10/r. “par touneau de expacité” on all 
Yenely pong through the Cabal, 

‘That, in tho opinion of your Memorinlists, the term “ eapacité” ix applicable only to 
spuce, and has no refarenee t0 weight: snd that, ia England a ton o€ eapacty when applied 
to seagoing vewels, tae heen offic stated and recognized to be 100 euble fet ct oyace 
available for ex 

‘That, in Kogland it has always been the custom when ascertaining the tonnage of 
steam vessels, to allow deduetions of tho spaces occupied by the engines, boilers, and coal. 
bunkers ; the available space for cargo after auch deductions have been made, ts Known ns 
th net tonnage. 

‘That it has hitherto been the invariable custom in the ease of steamers to charge al 
dock, harbour, and other navigation duce an the net tonnage, oo. 

‘That these principles have been admitted and are acted on in France and most other 

nations, and also by the Danubian International Con 

previoualy to the 1st of July Inst, the Suex Canal Company, following the wrual 
‘custom, levied their dues on the net tonoage of steamers using the Canal that since that 
date they have levied their duey on the gross tonnage, ivr,, on the entire space in the 
vows}, without allowing the several deductions fur engines, boilers, and coal-bankers. 

‘That the difference in the two modes of levying these dues is equal to an advance in 
the mte of dues charged of 55 per éent. on the ave 

“Thuat your Memorialists have boon informed — 


1, That the Turkish Government have proposed that a Conference consisting of the 
representatives of the maritime nations interested ia this question sbould assemble at 
Constantinople, for the purpose of defining the basis on which the Suex Catial Company's 
ould jn future be levied : 
- That Her Mnjesty’s Government have consented to send a representative to the 
proposed Conference, 
emorialists bolleve the Canal Compony eonoot, according to the terms 
Concession, legally charge theie dues on any other basin than on the net tonnage 
th. 
ts therefore pray that, Her Majesty's Representative attending any 
Auch Conference ws is proposed to be held on this subjet, inay be instructed to use all Ine 
inflience to provent the Canal Company from levying’ o¢ from obtaining power to levy 
hhigher does than those they are nuthorized to levy by the terms of their original Concession. 


Sir H. Elliot to Earl Grancille-—{Received March 26.) 


(Telegraphic.) Pera, March 26, 1878. 
‘THE Porte appears convinced that it is essential for the Suez Canal to be allowed to 
levy heavier dacs than those first taken. 
U have said that, provided there were an immediate return to basis of register tounage, 
1a moderate addition to duty might be temporarily authorized by Imperial Firman for a single 
year, during which time the whole question should be inquired into preparatory to a defini- 


tive arrangement, 


204, 
Sir H, Elliot to Earl Granville —(Received March 26.) 


(Tel aphio.) Pera, March 26, 1873. 

IT appears very desirable that Her Majesty's Government should not try to hold the 
Porte reaponsible for repayment of extra dues levied on Suez Canal since last July, 

'M. Lesseps says that he leaves the interpretation of meaning of original Firman to the 
Porte, which will have strong interest in intorproting in his favour, if we inaist on their 

ity, and this he points out. 

If we can obtain a favourable interpretation, the recovery of surchages might be 
safely left to the Tribunals. 

If T am empowered to reassure the Porte upon this point, I have great hope of getting 
fa satisfactory decision ; but ax the Porte has o0 power of waking the Company refund, it 
fears incurring respoasibility for a large sum. 


No, 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Kiliot 


(Telegraphic. Foreign Office, March 28, 1873. 

IN reply to your telegram of 26th, I have to point ont that’ our despatch doce 
ot say that the Parte is to be held responsible, but that the Porte should enforce ita 
authority by declaring the extra due to have been improperly levied, and causing the 
‘Company to return to their former basis of charge. 

{f thin ix donc, the mode of treating past overcharges might be left for future 
‘adjustment. 

Her Majesty's Government do not understand your suggestion that the overcharges 
might be safely left to the Tribunals, ax it would appear trom the correspondence that the 
difficttios as to jurisdiction would bo very great. 

‘You will observe that the claime for: past orcrchanges could not be abandoned in 
Principle without acknowledging the legality of the overcharge. 

Her Majesty's Government adheres to last six paraxtaphs of our despatoh of March 3. 
Any increase of duct, even thoush temporary, sbonld, before it is. adopted, bo comrnuni- 
‘cated to Her Majesty's Government, with the grounds on. which it is based 

Looking to all the difficulties of the Suex, Canal ease, wo believe that the best course 
the Porte could pursue would be to refer the whole question of the dues, including both 
the repayment of past dues and the determination of the amount, ax well as standard, of 
fature dues, to the International Commission on Tonnage which has been summoned, with 
such reservation of the rights of the Porte and of the other Governments concerned, on 
reccpt of the Report of the Commission, ax may be thought desiable 

You might intimate, confidentially, that if the settlement for the future thus obtained 
should be satisfuctory, Her Majesty's Government think that the difficulties of the 
‘question of past overcharges would be of a secondary character. 





No. 206. 


Prince Bismarck to the Germun Ambassador at Constantinople —(Communicated by Prince 
Bismarck to Earl Grawvilte, March.) 


(Pranslation.) Berlin, Merch 18, 1873. 
"THE lioperial Turkish Ambassador here bas communicated to we the Circalar of his 
Government, of which a copy is inelosed herewith, and in which the Porte, on account of 
the difficulties which have arisen ia tho levy of the dacs on the Suez Canal, suggests the 
necting of an Faternational Commision for the establishment of a common method of 
ship-admeasurement and norwal type for the marive ton. {replied at once to Aristarchi 
They, that the question of shjp-adinensirement was already legally settled for Germany, and 
that, therefore, our participation in the joposed Commission required further thorough 
consideration, the result of which we would coummunicate to the Turkish Government in 
Que tine. Now as this matter has boon discussed here, I am enabled to state to you 
reapeetfully in what follows, our position therein. 
Thy tho Ship-admeasurement Ordinance issued on the Sth July, 1872 (printed io 
6 of the * Reichs Gesote Blatt,” pp. 270-287), the process ofadmeasurement for vea- 
ships ix made woiform throughout Germany, and is regulated on the method, originally 
English, now introduced in almost all European States. We are, therefore, no longer in a 
mn to treat this quost in open one, of whieh the solation for Germany should 
Repond upon an International Commission. Germany would not be able to take part in a 
hegotiation which treated of altering tho aforesaid British-German system. On the other 
hand, supposing the maintenance of that system not to be called in question, we also 
might tako part in a discussion a to what deductions aro to be made from the gross 
texpacity, that is, the eapacity of all the internal pacts of a ship and the fixed ervctions 
thereot (gross tonnage), in order to settle the nett capacity whieh is to regulate the lev 
of dues, Ik must, moreover, be polnted out that German interests would be benefited if 
uch o Commission were to undertake the task of procuring the acceptance of the system 
Which forins the basis of the German ship-admensurement, according to the precedent of 
Great Britain, by those Powors which have not nx ypted it, and thus effectually 
tmnotion the iatergational character of « uniform ship-admensurement forall marine States. 
Tat above all we are of opinion that, at the Commission in question, especial weight 
should be laid on the matter of the Suez Canal, only incidentally mentioned in the letter of 
the Porte of January 1, and that the establishment of m fixed. system for the future levy of 
fravigation dues thereos should be effected. We agree in this view with that which the 
Represcotatives bere of Austria, Hungary, Bogland, snd Ttaly have confidentially expressed 
by direction of their Governments, that the dispute’ax to the Tariff daes to be etaamed by 
the Suez Canal Company according to right and reason, requires & speedy settlement for 
the interests of Europoan navigation, ‘Though in this respect the exclusive right of the 
Porto to decide upon the exteat of n-Firman which it is to issue, and to 
Took ofter ita proper application, ls wnquestioned, yet, on the other hand, the European 
Powers have no len right to protet agaist an arbitrary surplor-charge on avigation by 
the one-tided arrangements of the Company, and to be consulted on the ulterior regulation 
of thow ciredmstances. For this porpose the International Commission suggested by the 
Porte sceins to be peculiarly competent nnd alapted. We mist, therefore, point out the 
Arrangement of the differences relative to the dues an the Svex Canal as its chief task, and 
the solution of them should be attempted even thougi the negotiations for the acceplance 
Of the British ship-admensurement aysten by the States which have aot yet, adopted it, 
should foad to na result. You will be pleased to express at once to the Imperial Turkish 
Govorninent our willingness on principle to tke part in an International Connmission, 
‘which, in aur opinion ought to meet at Constantinople, for the purpose of discussing the 
Jnteaduction of & common wethod of shipsadmensurement, and for the arrangement of the 
differences relating to the Suex Caual dues. With regard to the programme of this 
Commission, as well as the time of ita meeting, we look for farther communications from 
therefore, reserve the nppuintment of a delegate. 1 shall expect a report 
from you patter, and also on the position which the Representatives of the other 
Powers have taken respecting it. It would also be desirable to know what members are 
Fikaly to be appointed to the proposed Commission by the Porto and the ether Govern- 
ments, according to present intentions. 
(For the Chaneellor of the Empire) 
(Signed) V. BALAN, 


——_— 
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No. 207. 
Sir H. Elliot to Bart Growitle—(Received March 28.) 


(No. 31. Commercial.) 
My Lori, Constantinople, March 16, 1873. 

1 LEARN that M. de Lesseps states himself to have received nuthority to make use 
of M, ‘Thiers’ namo in insisting on the pretended rights of the Suez Canal Company, und 
Tam likewise ‘old that he intimates that, if the Porte should enforee upon him the 
resumption of the original Tarif, he will hold it responsible for any loss of ravenue which 
the Company might in consequence sustain. 

‘As it is probable that, under this menace, the Sultan's Government will be unwilling 
to expose itself to the risk unless they can rely upon the support of the other, Powers in 
resisting the pressure likely to be put upon them by France in favour of the Company, it 
fs cescatial that they shall be assured of such support as early as possible, 

T have, 8c. 
(Signed) ' HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 208. 
Sir H, Elliot to Earl Groncille—(Reeeieed Moreh 31.) 


Constantinople, March 18, 1873. 

r Jn No. 31 of tho 16th instant, I stated that M. de Leaseps represented 
himnsit ca outtorized to use M Thiers onme ih sapportiog, the pretended righte of the 
Suex Canal Company. 

Thave now the honour to inclore the opy of the telegram which he had received 
from his top, giving the substance of a letter from M. Barthélemy St, Hilaire, authorizing 
him to make such use ax he thought fit of the declaration of the President of the Republic, 
that bo would do all in his power to advance his views, 

IT have, &. 
Gigued) | HENRY ELLIOT. 


Inclosure in No. 208, 
M, de Leaweps Pils to M. de Lexsept. 


Tadgreptique Paris, A Mars, 187 
‘M. Barthélémy St. Hilaire vient de m'adressor tn lettre suivante — 


* Mon cher Loxseps, 

™ Je regois le jugement xi favorable de la Cour d'Appel au moment méme oh jullaix 
sous Gare tn réponse A ls lettre qua You sauves Sots of Kiavoote Gul y eblt Joatar 
M. Je Président de la République, auqael j 1u6 ces documents, est absolumment 
favorable A Vinterprétation que vous dunner a Tacte de concession sur ta tonne de eapacité, ot 
il toujours pousé que le droit devalt étre pera sur ta jango utilimblo ct non pine seule- 
ment sur la jauge officielle. I ne so bornera mmo pix den parler i Lard Lyons, ainsi 
que vous on exprimer lo désir, mais il agima autant qu'il pourra dans es sens, qui est fe seul 
juste. Il vous autorise dés A présent & faire tel usage que vous érvires convenable de 
présente déclaration. Je vous féli cher de Lossaps, de Votre ricent suocis, 
Fespire quill sora le présage de vetre succds detintif"* 


No. 209, 
Sir H. Blliot to Earl Grancille,—(Received March 28.) 


(No. 35. Commercial. 
Sina, 4 Constantineple, March 18, 


I RECEIVED on the Lath instant your Lordship's despatch, Commercia}, No. 24, 
‘conveying to me tho views of Hor Majesty's Government upon the question of the new 
mode of levying the Suez Canal dues. 





140 


‘The despatch being marked Confidential, instesd of communicating it to the Porte 
in extenso, | embodied the substance of it in the note, of which I have the honour here- 
with to forward a copy addressed to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

His Excellency being unwell, Ihave not been able to see him since the receipt of 
your Lordship’s instructions, but I have communicated them to the Grand Vizier, with 
‘whom I bad yesterday a lengthened conversation on the subject. 

T found Resaad Pasha as T expected, nervously alive to the ibility which the 
Porte might ineur by taking upon itself to order the resumption of be origioal sytem of 
lovgng the dust 

" Tassured his Highness that he need not expect to escape from this responsibility bj 

shrinking ftom a duty appertaining to the Porte i regard to an Imperial Firman, the Totes: 
pretation of which the representatives of the Suez Canal Company had themselves 
repeatedly declared to lie with the Sovereign Power. ; 
____ Her Majesty's Government had now offically called upon the Porte to uso its authority 
in re-establishing the Tariff upon its original basis, and the Sultan's Government must not 
bo supa if‘they were held responsible for the los which might be incured by 
Hee Majesty's aubjects if they declined to take the necessary step. 

Exsaad Pasha showed hinwelf very imperfectly informed on the subject : and as 
doubt whether thore is in tho whole Administration, since Khalil Pasha's dismissal, a 
person who at all understands it, M. de Lesseps’ plausible, but not over-serupulous state- 
ments, have a weight which it is not easy to counterbalance; aud he seems to have 
succeeded in establishing a conviction that nothing but the continued levying of the new 
Tate can prevent the nd total collapse of the Canal, 

‘To met this appreension, it has been sugeeated tat, at the ume time ax the Porte 
required un immediate return to the system of levying’ the dues upon the registered 
tonnage, it might convey its authority for raising their amount to n moderate extent. I 
have said that, speaking for myself, and without authority from Her Majesty's Goveen- 
ment, Lshould not see much objection to this being done, provided it were distinctly under- 
stood to be. for a single year, during which the whole question should bo studied by « 
competent Commissiog, with a view to arriving at some permanent arrangement. 

Unless Tam greatly mistaken, it will bo found very difficult to procure the abandons 
ment of the new system, exeepting by vome temporary compromise of this nature. 

Your Lordship has directed me to call upon the Porte to exert its authority over the 
Company to cba th repymeat, with intreat of the exzes duce which have been paid 
under protest hy British subjects since the new system was established ; and, ia m 
Satvet Pusha, ths demand is pat forward, — 

T may, however, observe to your Lordship, that Iam not aware of any mode by 
which the Porte could by its own authority enforce such repayment. 

‘Tho sums paid under protest are recoverable through the Egyptian Tribunals, which 
fare bere held to be competent to decide upon them, and whose judgments would be 
sustained ; but the power of the right of the Exeoutive to exact repayment without a 

idgmiont' does not appenr to me to be 40 clear as to make it advisable to dwell upon it, 
‘i leaat at this stage of the proceedings. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) " HENRY ELLIOT, 


Inclosare in No, 209, 
Sir H. Blliot to Safvet Pasha. 


Sir, Constantinople, March 15, 1873. 

WHEN your Excellency did me the honour yesterday to ask my opinion upon some 
rnntters connected with the dues sow levied upon ships passing the Suez Cana, informed 
‘you that T had jost received a communication on the subject from Her Majesty's Govern- 
ont upon which I had not been able to cast more than a eorsory glance 

T hasten, however, now to put your Excellency in possession of the views entertained 
by Her Majesty's Goverment on a queation in which they feel a more than onlinary 
interest, 

‘Hor Majesty’s Government desire that it should be distinctly understood that they 
wish to tee a liberal aud fair interpretation put upon the concession male to the Com- 
pans, and that tin this apse hat they have given the matter their mont eeioes 
attention, 
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In Lond Granville’s despatch of the 6th December, which was communicated to your 
Exeellency’s predecestor, it Was stated that Her Majesty's Government would be prepared 
to take part in a Conference of the maritime Powers interested in the question, with a 
view to bringing about an agreement as to the nature and extent of the dues to be levied 
by the Suez Canal Company under the terms of the Act of Concession, us well as to the 
Basis upon which the tonuage measuretnent adopted by the Company is to be established. 

Her Majesty's Government had not contemplated any discussion in the Conference of 
the right of the Porte to fix the sum of 10 fr. per ton for the dues under the present con~ 
cession, ofits right to grant & fresh concession, but merely to determine what is meant Uy 
the expression * tonneau de capacité” in the existing concession, the result arrived at to 
‘apply to the increased dues levied since July Inst, as well as to future dues to be levied 
under the existing concession. 2 

‘Since that despatch was written the axpect of the question bas, however, materially 
changed, 

Her Majesty" Government have now received a formal invitation from the Porte ia 
which thy find the following passage ;— 

** Le désir du Gouvernement Impérial d'assurce wn traitement égal A tous tes navires 
sans distinetion de pavillon qui froquentent les ports de Empire, et Yes diffcultés 
par suite de la récente modification apportée dans Ja perception de In taxe de navigution 
ue ait Tex sient tener Je Catal de Suez, nous donnent ta certitude qu'une 

Jémarche ayant pour but d'arriver A ladoption d'un jaugenge uniforme serait aceueilli 
avec faveur par lon Etats maritimes To Gouvernement Impérial ne doute pas qu'une 
Cea Tar I ata at dhonesxpécimentes parvenimita trouver un mode wlforme 
do wearer les navites et A fixer aa tonneal type qui wervirait A la fois de baso pour lex 
tramactions commerciales et pour 1a perception dox droite auxquels eat aenujettio Ia 
saavigation, 

“The Ottoman Government adds a suggestion that the Commissioners should meet in 
London or Constantinople. 

Her Majesty's Government having likewise been informed by me towards the middle 
of January that the Porte contemplated the appointwent of a Commision to be named 
by itself to inquire into certain questions connceted with the change of the duce, there 
ware thus three poiate on which it became necessary for them to make known their 
views— 

1. ‘The proposal of the Porte for the appointment of a Commission to establish an 
niforin standard of tonnage. i 

'2, The course which should be pursued ns to the late change in ealoulating the duce 
on the Suez Canal. 

’3. The question of the dues to be levied for the future. 

With reanrd fo. the first point, Her Majosty’s Government presume that it is the 
desire of the Porte that the Comission should be composed of persone named by each of 
the maritime Powers, and as they have constantly urged the importance of an uniform 
standard of tonnage, and bave recontly ween their views practically adopted by several 
Other countries, they are glad to join in auch a Commission, and are prepared at once to 
ame Colonel Stokes, late Cominissioner for the navigation of the Danube, as Tiritis 
Commissioner. As regards the scope and the probable course of their deliberations, it 

rent that the. method of measuring gross tonnage will 
ably req ie method which bax Tong been in uso in Great Hritain 
[ring eeuerally adiitted to be she Lest but i the Comission could decite poo the 
question whether any and, if #0, what deductions should be allowed om account of engine 
Toom, Ke, and how, if at all, cargo-carrying spaces on deck shoul! be mearured, the result 
‘be most beneficial to the interests of maritine commerce. 

‘am insteucted, howover, to explain to the Porte that the consent of Her Majesty's 

ied with the reservation that the conclusions 

at which the Commissio not become operative until they have bec 
referred to ail the Powers, and stall have been accepted by them. 

Ter Majesty's Government consider that, under all the ciroumetances, it would: be 
better that the Commission should meet in London, where the beat information can be 

to commercial transactions und navigation dues, 

: Tegan to the conree which should be purwued ax to uhe Inte change in calcu 
luting the dues un the Sucz Canal. Her Majesty's Government entirely adbere to the 
views expremed in my note to your Exeellency’s predecessor, of 17th Jnouars, in which 
the hope was expressed that before the wish of the Company for authority to inerense the 
docs is examined, it wil be called upon by the, Porte to_retura to the eriinal mode of 
sae and abandon a system which the Turkish Government has declare to ba 
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illegal, both by statements made to myself by Khalil Pasha and by his Excellen 
correspondence with the Ottoman Ambassador at Paris. 

Her Majesty's Government likewise holding tho exaction of these increased dues by 

mpany to be illegal, thoy look to the Ottoman Govornment to enforce the it 
e over the Company, and to secure the repayment, with interest, of the excess 
ler proteat both by the Captains of Her Majexty’s ships of warand transports, 
and by British steamships generally. Inthe event of the Porte deciding to nominate a 
‘Comission to examine into the question of the Sucz Canal dacs, it will not, Her Majesty’ 
Government presume, be the intention of the Porte that there should be two Commissions 
sitting concurrently, one in London to examine the measurements of tonnage for inter- 
futionnl adoption, and. the other at Constantinople to report upon the system of tonnage 
for the Suez Catal, It would appear to them rather that the duties of the 
Commissionors nominated by the Porte could not usefully commence until the report of 
the International Commission has been furnished. 

Her Majexty's Goverumont do not desire (o anticipate that report, but they feel con- 
fidont that it will absolutely reject the arguments and calculations of the Suez Canal 
Company, the erroneous and illusory character of which has been frequently and fully 
expored by judges perfectly competent to decide, while it has been further illustrated by 
tho discrepancies on different ocoasions in the Company's own calculation: 

As the Cominission, which Her Majesty's Government understand the Porte intends to 
appoint, will have to deliberate on w question deeply affecting the interests of other Powers, 
and of none more than of Great Uritain, Her Majesty's Government feel bound to express 
their trust that the Commissioners will be inv s Whose judgment in such matters will 
command respect, and thot amonget them wll be found men duly representing tho interests 
of Hvitish commerce, 

With regard to th to be levied for tho future it woems to Her Majesty's Govern. 
ment that the Ottoman Government should, in tho first place, distinetly notify to the Come 
pany that the Porte docs not recognize, oF in any way assent to, the arbitenry ayatem of 
calculating the tonnaye of veaels practised since July last, and that the Porte will not 
authorize any change in the mode of measurement, or allow any alteration in the duct 

til after due examination and inquiry. 

Her Majesty'sGovernment donot in the slightest d ugu the right of the 
Porte to inorense the dues, Hor did they make any representation on the subject when the 
Porto granted the Compony in. 1871 aathority for a temporary increase of 1 fr, per ton for 
a npecial porpose, Her Mojosty's Government have always hold that the Suez Cunal 
Compony isan Egyptian Company, and that the rights of the Porto over it are undoubted, 

Her Majesty's Government, however, feel confident that the Turkish Government 
‘cannot but be sensible of the equitable consideration whick is due from the Porte to the 

rat maritime Powers an account of the great Interests which ore involved, By the 
“rman of 1866 the Porte solemnly endorsed the concession of 1856, made by the thea 
Vieetoy of Ezypt to the Company, in which the rates of duos to be levied wore specified. 
On the faith of this Firman numbers of vessels have been constructed abroad, expecially in 
za for tratio through the Canal, which has thus become one of tho highways of the 
worl 

‘Tho obstruction of the Canal, therefore, by the imposition of an exeeasive toll would 
be an injury to commerce which Her Majesty's Government easnot believe the Porte would 
willingly iniict, and against which sation would be driven to protest, 

Her Majesty's Government accordingly consider that if the Commission to be named 
by the Porto should be authorized, after the bosis of tonnage measurement has been 
settled in the International Commission, to entertain the question of granting w fresh 
Firman enabling the Company w raise the dues, the ioterests of the shipowners us well 
the shareholders should be considered, espectally in the case of passenger ships, on which 
‘even tho original system pressed heavily, 

Her Majosty’s Government also. think that before any change is agreed to, tho 
adininistration of the Company, which is represented ax unduly extravagant, should be 
inquired into, with the viow of ascertaining whether an economy tn that respect might not 
furnish aufticiont funds without recourse to an increase of toll. 

Lastly, Her Majesty's Government are of opinion that the Report of the Commission 
Should! he tmade knows before being Goally noted om by the Porte, in order that Her 
Majesty's Government aod the other Governments interested may have an oj it 
farnish auch observations upon it as may be proper for the consideration of 

‘The views of Her Majesty's Government are to fully given in the 
1 have now somimtinicaten the sabwtanee to your Excellency that it may be superfluous 
for me to add anything to them. 
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I may, however, perhaps point out that to nd one is it more essential than to the 


‘Sublime Porte that time should not be lost by it in asserting an authority recognized 
formally und repeatedly by the representative of the Sucz Canal Company at, the. reoent 
foray on ePri fe ieisted as ML. de Lessepe hud before itinated, tbat the right to 

ret the Sultan’s Firman lay with the Tinperial Government alone. 

fin the face of such declarations, the Sublime Porte hesitates to exervise ite 
acknowledged authority, your Excelleney will not hereafter be surprised if the Imperial 
Government should be held responsible for the consequences which such hesitation may 
Ihave entailed upon them. 


L avail, Se. 
(Signod) HENRY ELLIOT. 


a 
No. 210. 


Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville—(Reveloed March 28.) 


iin Contain Marsh 11873. 
1AM informed that the Court of Appeal at Paris on tho Suez Canal dues has stated 
thelr decision to be chiefly based upon ie inion of M. Ruyssenacr, whom the Court 
mt e it of the late Viceroy of Egypt. 
nee tae mo that the Cont has attributed to that gentleman a character 
that ho nover possessed ; for instead ‘of being the Agent of Snid Masha, as represer ted, ho 
was on the contrary the Vice-President of the Canal Company, and his opinion conser 
quently was merely that of m partizan, anes 
Signed) |“ HENRY ELLIOT. 


oe 
No. 211, 


Sir I. Elliot to Karl Granville, (Received March 28) 


Re a Constantinople, March 18, 187 


THE inclosed paper, which has been carefully propared by M. Giretto, the able rep 
tena a Neceagades Moritenes of Marseils, covchsiey scat eck 
wah has been placed upon tho development of the trafo of the Suex Canal by the impor 
Thon tte en d ia aa at the same) time it amar the bate Sah hy ie ean 
‘Of progression the revenue under the old system would Ive been scarcely, if at all, 
ieee ae Which bee been extracted from the shipping by the dues being increased to 
fextont of 45 per cent, = 
th eset Gt my, ing, be recived ih pre one 
i they show wee the now Tantt was extablished, not only hae reat and 
Fan eeney anion af the trac been arented, at that the actual number of ships ae 
diminished. ox compared with thove of the preceding half-yent, to the extent of not less 
= Depa the Gest half-year of 1872, under te old i Tesi, se ahi assed the Canal; 
ilo during the half-year, under the new Tariff, the number fell to 495, 
si ing eb pe sion fn 
might have been reasonably expected for the financial prospects of the Company if no 
increase had been made in the dacs ; and be or ‘that if the prog eh a ee 
second year was 62 per cent,, and for the third 70 per cent, had for the third even, 
to sO re cents tho original ‘Pari would still have furnished a revenue of B90. 000 
‘oF 8,000,000 ff. more than reid to ava She sarees dividend of 6 per cont., 
i "08 ’intenance of the Canal. E 
my fe opal ‘ht er oosiderton tnay be given to those calealations before 
the Company is authorized to raise the dues, eee 


(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


——<$<—<—<——<——————————— 





Tnelosure 1 in No. 211. 


M, Girette 10 Bssad Pasha. 
Altesse, 

LORSQUE je vous ai soumis, le 7 de ce mois, une note sommaire dont Vobjet était la 
solution équitable de In question du péage sur le Canal de Suez, jfavais le droit d'espérer 
que la Cour d’Appel de Paris donnerait déginitivement gain de cause aux Messagerics 
car on savait, ce jour-li, que le ministre public qui, en France, intervient aux proces cv 
dans Tintérét de la loi, s’tait prononeé contre Ja Compagnie du Canal. Cet espoir a &é 
décu: le télégraphe spporte, ce matin, Is nouvelle que, dans son audience d’hier, Ia Cour 
4 Appel a r6(ormé la seatence rendue en faveur des Messageries, le 26 Octobre demier, par 
le"ibunal de Commerce de la Seine. 

Francais et représentant d'une compagnie. Frangaise de navigation, je ne puis que 
vince devant Paedt d'une Cour de Justi do moo pays. Mais votre Akeste me 
peemettra de fire remaryucr que, tout en pounwuivant devant les tribunaux Francais le 

ige engage entre elle ot les Memageries, In Compagnie du Canal n'n jamais cessé de 
clarer quo la décision A intervenir ne pouvait étre rendue que par la Sublime Porte, 

Le Gouvernement Impérial s était, en effet, réservé dle statacr dans sa pleine indé- 
pendanoe, sur Vinterprétation & donner a I'Acte de Concession de 1855 ; et jai déclaré de 
mon edté, dans ma note da 15 Janvier, & M. Jo Ministre des Aires Etrongéres, qu’en 
invoquant devant les tribannux Frangais ct au point de vue exclusif d'une reparation & 
objenir eu France, obligation de droit onie a la charge de Ia Compagnie du Canal, par 
Article 17 de Acte de Concomion, In Compagnie des Memageries ne pritendalt pas 
ccontester Ie. pouvoir souverain de Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan, devant lequel, aa con- 
‘aire, olle winolinalt avee un respeet sans rénerve. Le comptréenda des débats en Cour 
a’ Appel établira que ler mémes déclnrations y ont été solennellement faites au nom dos 
Mosagories, 

Aujourd’hui le procts est vidé d Paris: 1a Compegnie des Messageries Va perdu ; maix 

pas perdu Je droit de renouveler son appel & Pimpartiale justice du Gouvernement 

périal, ot cet appel je Tadresse a votre Altesie avec dsutant plus de confiance que 

eiitrelle gagné son procds & Paris ms Compagnie wen efit pas tnoins été soumise A la 

décision Impériale qui, par ts nnéme raison quelle Yauralt lide en co cat-ld, doit la couvrie, 
fu cas inverse, de toutes les gnranties qu'elle comparte, 

‘Votre Alteste daignern se souvenir, d'nitleurs, que ta ddcision & intervenir intéresse le 
commerce maritine du monde entier. ' Crest pour cette raison qu’au premior rang des 
‘mosures & prendre pour prégarer lo solution des questions pendantes, Ia Sublime Porte 
avait placé Ia réunion dune Commission Internationale wppelée i eoocerter Vadoption d'un 
type unitforme de tonnage que tous los Rtats seraient invités A sapproprier, et dont un 
Firman Impérial, fixant & nouvena In taxe & percevoir, ferwit lo base dit plage & entrée du 
Chal de Bue. 

L'intérit qui wattacho & la rfunion de In Commission Internationale, ot qui a dieté ta 
cireulaity adreseée, le 1 Janvlor, aux Repréxentants de tn Sublime Porte & Vétranger, subsiste 
tout entier, et je suis Aintorpréter fiddlement le vorw du commerce maritime en 
emandant aved Tostanee votre Allene que cette réunion ne voit pax plor longtemps 

La Sublime Portea publiquement coostaté quielle navait jamais watorisé Vapplication 
du_nouvens modo de menage pratiqué par In Compagnie du. Canal depois te | Juillet, 
1872. Cette application est done manifestement Mégale : elle constitue une violation du 
Uroit public; et, jusqu’a co que Tadoption da tonnage unifié, conserée par an Firman 
Tapétal, eit également sutetited aa tonnage officiel ua autre Galon comme base de la 
perception, Vordee public, aussi bien que In justice, veut que ls Compagnie soit rappelée & 
usage exclusif des juapiers de bord. 

En sonmettant reapeetueusement ces indications A votre Altesso, je ne voudrals rien 
sugasérer qui pot mettre en périt a conservation du Canal et Fexistence de Ia Comparaio 
qui lin erve. "Votre Altesse a sous les yoox fro du 7 Raisonnant 
alors dins Vhypothdse of la Compagnie dur perdue Io procés qu’elle a gugné, 
Je v'en cherchaix pas avec moine de wincérité los moyens pratiques dassurer son avenir en 
oneilint,pour le prea es intéets avec coux du commeree, qui en sont insépurabex 
Les considerations que finvoquais le 7 Mare n'ont rien perda de leur valeur, et votre 
Altesse voudra bien me permettre d'exprimer, en terminant, opinion que c'est en ew 
Tenant wn juste compte quion trouvera Ia meilleure combinayson transitoire qui puisse are 
wioptés. 

Je suis, &e. 
zn) GIRETTE, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 211. 
in the name of the Compagnie des Messageries 


‘Lex Voiew et Moyens pour la Solution de la Question du Péage sur le Canal Maritime 
de Suez. 


Péra, le 7 Mare, 1873. 
7 nonvean mode de tesurage 
JUSQU'AU 1 Juillet, 1872, date do la mise en vigueue du nouvean mode de mesur 
ou aa Hts Comps da Canal se Sure ait compte cing sets 
‘exploitation -— s ee 
remier semeetre (1 de 1470), te tacit dy 223 eave produit 2,855,000 +» “4 
Denies = 2 
ee cerca Beat Son 
Goyes  (tedemg, TS 7,844,000 


r dela 
ie Fapptication du nouveau mode de mesarage, qui, d’apris la déclaration 
pbs cent do 45, pour cnt J profit de i Prepon, ibe semestre 
1873) a donaé 495 navires qui ont produit 9,108,000 fr, 
(re 1872) denne 498 nai ence dee navirer—an plan, sre produ 26 pour 
cr sai Cangmentation do 29 pose cet ur lo prof parent pp ae 
Be aentae nugmente la loi de Ia. progression constamment observée de 
a a Parca gut St plum ative pour Ye premict synestre de 1878 quelle ne neat 
jamals 6 rantésioureesent, et que ailleurs aucune autre ae, ps a 
Ie nocond someatre, une pouvelle augmentation de 2% p r 
donner, potas et aut Te prodult Le calcul propartionnal prove quit aural ety 
toutes conditions égle, un trast de 734 anvros ok. une fect mee a aes 
ta 45 pour cet de In taxe 10 58,000 fr on x 
Fens ek bon eeclement lle» wrrts ta progeemon du trans, mais 
A itt Wiéchie le mouvement de 18 pour cent, x 
cory ln ane nde, 1873, on. supposera itd & 60,pour eat I progrossian, 
qui avait été do 62 pour cent pour la axis ot ul murat de 70 pour ea yout 
siden ‘chtoul Gable qu'en vert d'une progression do af cent 
re pour 1878, un tant de 2,000 niet wn produit de BOE arg 
1 O00 Pasengen, A traversées par navire ot par an, aupposent To 7 
pees he 400 navires h vapeur, ce qui n'a rien de ebimérique. Il ne ea Le aera 
‘av surplas, que la Compagnie avait toujours: wrévu, comme bare de ses cal a d ey o 
ee rciniires andes do 200. exploitation, un transit minimum, do 3,000,000 
tonneaat ee gui atipponalt pour chaque wande 3,000 pases accompli par GOO naviret. 
imdjuel seralt Je. produit de 1873, si la Compagnie était autorisée & maintenir le mode 
de mesurage qui gedve la navigation d'un surerolt de péage de 49 pour eent t 
air et $808000 
Te gemieO Sate: nee ‘otc an00 
thei ucyens 108 mnie 081.3380) 


‘ 208 5ii54000 
208,000 


11 rdsulte des chitres comparmis pubigs par la Compagnie que Janvier 1871 avait 


it 839,456 fr. et Janvier 1872, 1,215,235 ff. (progression aur 1871, 45 poor cont). 
er oer base du tonnage officiel (deduction faite de Tangmedtaton 
Inbitesi), 1.313470 fe, La progression, qui avait dtd de 45 pour cent pour la deuxidme 
neat dane plus que de 8 pour cent pour la troiaié P 
ea eee stir, pont lex années 1871 et 187%, le produit de Janvier avec 
la rooxenud mensielie de Tanne, on trouve que Janvier a ereété do 7h 8 pour cent le 
Produit moyen. Calculé sur ies méaes bases, le produit moyen de 1873 serait d'eaviron 
50,000 fr, ‘Toutefois, pour faire la part cement peas pronation ie eptons no 
, 1 creme en 1873 que celui de Janvier, soit 1,903,000 fr. ou obticnt 
Sit il prclnoncl rusimam ee 22,800;00 fr, andi qu la simple application dela 
tare A le bose normale du tonnage officiel aurait dai donnce, comme on I'sindiqué ci-deasus, 
125,000,000 fe. : ae 
Ti faut sjouter que le produit de 22,800,000 fr. admit pas lypotbis comme devant 
résulter en US73 de la poreeption de Ia taxe sur le tounge déterminé par le ri 
tuesurne® quapplique arbitrairement la Compagnie, devrait nGeessairement subir une 
esti 2 
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rédaction. La Compagnie, en effet, m déclaré qu'elle percevrait In taxe sur le gros 
tonnage Anglais. Or, il est facile de prouver que Ia substitution du gross fonnoge on 
tonnage net officiel ne peut pas donner, sur un ensemble de 100 navires, dont 70 Anglais 
et les 30 autres de nationalités diverses, selon Ja proportion relevée par la statistique, un 
srcrit de produit de plus de 92 pour cent 

Cependant il vient @’étre constaté devant la Cour d’Appel de Paris que, depuis 
le 1 Juillet, 1572, les paquebots des Messogeries ont supporté un surervit de changes de 
66 pour cent. Et, dun autre cété, le Boor of Trade d’Angleterve a récemment fait 
counaitre In Chatnbre de Commerce do Leith que, d'accord avec le Foreign Office, 
renait des dispositions pour se rendre wn compte exact de la nature du mesurage 
‘wanifestement erroné que Ia Compagnie du Canal pratique en prétendant percevoir In taxe 
sur le groas tonnage, L'enquéte établita certainewent que le produit de In taxe est ncera, 
sans justification possible, de 12. 15 pour cent, et, & supposer que la perception sur le 
rate fomage ph jamais ere Kaulement sanetionnée, le produit de 1873 évalut 

hypothise, & 22,860,000 fr., sur ls base d'un sureroit de péage de 43 pour cent, devrait 
tre ramené 2 20,800,000 fr, 

i, au contraire, on rétablissait V'application de Ia taxe sur la baso normale du tounoge 
officiel, Vallégement quien résulterait pour le commerce, et le respect du contrat ramenant 
Jw contiance, Ia progression reprendrait son cours ascendant avee plus ddan que 
lo passé, Les trois premiers mois de 1873 resternient sans doute co quils sont, déduction 
faite deco que la Compagnie devrait restituer; maix on croit ne rien exagérer en comptant 
quil y surait pour Tensemble des neuf autres mois une augmentation da 20 pour eent 
comparativement au produit moyen des trois premiers. Le produit de 1873 serait ainai 
de 21,000,000 fr. Le nombro des navires eoncourant au transit serait do 360 et celui des 
traversées de 1,800, 

‘Cos prévisions paraitront modérées si Von considire que Ia moyenne mensuelle 
de 1,250,000 fr, dgjh réalisée pour lex deux premiers mols, sur la base dit tonnage offcich 
et déduction faite de la portion arbitrairement pergue, suffirait A donner pour Vannés 
15,000,000 fe. De plus, on sait que la Compagnie Postale Anglaise et deux Compagnies 
Ttaliennes n'attendent, pour faire paster leurs navires par le Canal que le retour au régime 
4d do tonnage jae pat lex papers bor Elles apporterueat ensemble un surerct 
de produit d’environ 3,000,000 (r., et il semble imposible que lenscmble des armements 

aritimes ne donnilt pax et auvdeld, dans Je courant de année, lex 3,000,000 fr. qui 
restemient h trouver pour réaliser hypothe da produit total de 21,000,000 fr. 

Quels sont los beroins de Ia Compagnie ? 

Pour vivre, Cest-i-dire pour couvrie ses charges annuelles obligatoires, il loi faut 
16,000,000 fr, savoir, 4,000,000 fF. pour ves dépeuses d'exploitation, et 1,000,000 fr 
pour lo sersice des obligations et déléeations: ecla wisulte du rapport da Conseil 

a'Aduiniatration de la Compagnie & VAssembiée Geuérale des actionnaires du 31 Juillet, 
1872. Aw deli de 16,000,000 fr, fe Conseil déelare que toute recette est un profit qui 
revient aus actionnaicos 

‘Le capital des nctions émises ext de 200,000,000 fr, dont 46,000,000 fe. apparticnnent 
au Khédive «'Eaypte, qui a renones, par cottrat, & recevoir pendant vingt-cing ans Ia part 
de dividende afferunte 4 sox actions. Las titres appelés h béseicier des profits représentent 
dane seulement wa capital de 114,000,000 fr, 


{Un prt snl de 19:0,000 fs permetrit de mrvr & e apial 3 pour ete 
* ‘0.sanino0 erin 
231,700,008 fe : cj a) 


Toutes les probabilités sont que année 1879, si Von rétabligait, xans plus tarder, la 
toxe sue In base dus tonnage officiel, donnetnit lex 21,700,000 fr. nécewsaires pour diatribiver 
5 pour cont aux aetionnal 

‘Toutefois, pour cette année, on pourrait, en vue d'uider Ia Compagnie & suffrwnchie 
de la crise qui'n momentandment troublé la progression du transit, Ini accorder une surtaxe 
do 1 fr. par tonneau de jauge officielle, ee qui équivaudrait & augmenter de 10 poor cent le 
revenu dis transit 

Si Tunnée 1273, contre toute attente, ne donnait pas un produit de 20,000,000 fr., 
In surtase de 1 franc pourrnit &tre continude pour Une wutre année, 

Laconséquence nécestaire du rétablissement de la perception sur la base Kégale du 
tonnage officiel serait le remboursoment aux ayant droit de Ia part du péage illégalement 

nrgue, On peut évaluer cette part A environ 4,500,000 fr. pour les neuf mols compris 

entre le 1 Juillet, 1872, et le 1 Avril, 1873, supposer que cette dernidre date soit, comme 
il faut le désirer, Te terme wssigné A Ia perooption arbitraire. 

‘Le paicment d'une somme de 4,300,000 fr,, sil Gait immédiatement exig’, pourant 


wi 
‘it yen de donner 
i je du Canal, il y aurit & chercher un moyen dk 
tee une ion pour Coma Ses gil eur sot, doe tut en wesordat Te 
‘Compagnie les délais convenables. i eae atest Sve 
Fae Compan da Senge Marine: 


i ee 
No, 212. 


Lord Odo Rustell to Barl Granville. (Received March 31.) 


(No. 20. Commercial) Is 
My Lord, a ‘4th instant, 1 Tost v0 
ON ‘the receipt of your Lordshi is herewith incloved, 
time Hcommesien ing to Herr von, ° Punt to Her Majesty's 
fv copy of the instev Cc ues. 
‘Arabassador at Cons! , ard wo the question of the Fite nate WB 
Thave the bosout to ile herewith copy and trnsaton 7 


now received from his Excellency, expressing 


Berlin, March 29, 1873. 


1 have 


in best thanks for this comvunionton, 
‘ODO RUSSELL, 


Inclosure in No. 212. 


M, de Balan to Lord Odo Russell. 
Create Udensned Sine Lond Ov Rots 
THE Under ving hie Excellency Lo wel 
vs 1d the honour of receiving 5 
‘Bate the th te ae th ne Tneloned a copy uf the Uostructions are on 
the Sed of this moath hy Earl Granwlle to, Her Majesty's “Anbasaor In Con ple, 
tod Ison to exe besrerment Thanks for thi inteeting cme yyy 


SS SS eee 
No, 21 


Memorondum communicated by Count d'Harcourt to Karl Grancille, March 31, 187% 


it “omy ie du Canal de Suex dans le mode de 
perenne Jo quetions gal desundent 2 re exudes bord ne 
sete vos: ‘da droit, casuite au point de vue de I'uxage que Ja Compagnie a fit a 06 te oe 
Jps te Gouvernement Francais cruit équitable que chaque navire soit taxé dayne 
Principe tile ot non daprés lo tonnage réduit qai fait ressortir Ia méthode de, jaugcos 
eo vigueut meat ys Gorigine; en fait Ia situation financidre to is Goneneie 
en 4 ‘jkquer rigoureusoment C6 pridcipe wux perceptions 
Spe tin gat one, Ne np Cog 
Fee avoir dans Je bat d'eneourager le commerce maritime a ddeisor lea anciennes 
Boca rf a enn fags Bl 
See et rane Fran mime de concession 
tate eat id Farman mt Seg thle area 
nu de ear tunage ale neg mehines estes hcharbon dew come Tw 16 
passé eine ee ee Te de; san en mde temps ole Fest asus par oe 
a cepnce éqivalot & exotdant du tonnage utile sur Te tonnage oihert | fe Cet 
Se ares : Reerry ‘charboo, en d'autres termes sur le 
te rect, “Le ouvert dy 
approuva verprita nie aux termes du Fieman. 
‘Sulu til Vis pan : : 
Dron wae uaa ciel 'aprés lequel Vespace ovenps PE - ny ‘et le charbon 
Aquivaudralt-il h Vexoédant du tonnage utile sur le tonnage 
reocontrer aucune objection séricuse! 


Kiait-il de nature A ne 





Relativement au premier point le Gouvernement Ottoman ne s'est pas encore prononcé, 
et n'a pas dit jusqu’a présent si a'ses yeux le mot "tonneau de capacité” doit designer le 
tonnage utile 

Quant ou second point il y aura liew de vérifcr tout d'abord les exlouls au moyen 
desquels In Compagnie a détetmin€ ta différence existant entre le tonnage officiel des 
havires jaugés d’aprés la méthode Anglaise et leur tonnage utile. Depuis trente ans des modi 
fications importantes ont été apportées dans les systémes de jauzeage, et lee changements 
inteoduits pendant ce méme laps de temps dans les constructions navales ont encore accra 
Vécart qui sépare Le tonnage officiel duu tonnage utile. Liassertion de Ja Compmgnic au 
sujet do Véquivalence qui existerait entre le nombre de tonneaux représentant cette 
différence ct espace occupé par te charbon et les machines auront debe un carnctére 

le, surtout s'ilest vrw, comme on Faflirme généralement, que ext espace lurméme ext 

correspondre en inoyenne A ta proportion jusqu'ici adinise en des deux 
cinquitmes du navire, 11 est dane probable que In vériBcation des ealeuls de la Compagnie 
fora reconnaltre qu’ils sécwrtent peu de la réalité et le Gouvernement Ottoman aura & 
cider ur ee second point comme sur le premier vl est d'accond avec la Compagnie. 

On ext fondé d expérer quil ne perdm pas de vue le caructire essentiellement inter- 
national de la grande voie qu'il a ouverte aux marines de tous les pays et Vimportance 
qu'ily ane pas aggeaver le difboultés pécuniires dela Compagnie qui aexécuté ce travail 

le manidre 4 Jui rendre impossible ta continuation de xa thche, 

Apres que lo Porte aura tranché Ia queation ot décidé sielleentend ow non appliquer 
ux navires passant par le Canal fa taxation daprés Ie tonnago utile, Ia tiche de déterminer 
‘ce tonnage ¥omblerait devoie rentrer dans les attributions d'une Commission Internationale. 


— 


No, 214, 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville (Received March 31.) 


‘No. 177. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, March 3 

IN a telegram en clair yemerday, U had the honour to communicate to your Loniship 
4 dooument which bad bven publihod in m newspaper, and which purported to be a letter 
from M Harthélémy St. Hilaire to M, de Lesseps, expressing the opinion of the President 
‘of the Republic on the question in discussion respecting the uew tonnage adiveasurement 

wlopted by the Suet Canal Company. 

In thix document it was stated that the Prosident would, os M. de Lesseps wished, 
speak to mein the same sense: nnd I therefore added in my telegram that nothing of the 
ind bad ever beon said to we by the President, 

Un fact, nothing at all resembling the statements in this letter has been said to. me, 
beforo or since the date of it, either by M. ‘Thiers himself, or by any one on his bebalf, 

‘Tho letter ix dated the 4th of this month : Ihave only soon M. Thiers twice xince 
that date, once on the 20th, and once on the 24th, and on. ‘occasion was any allusion 
made, either by him or by me, to the Suez Canal, 

‘The latest information whieh U have respecting the views of the French Government 
on the subject is that contained in the note from M, de Rémusat of tho Gth instant, of 
which a copy wax transmitted to your Lordship with my despatch of the following day, 
Commercial, No. 124. 

Your Lordship will recollect that, in that note, M. de Rémusat declared that the 
intepretation of the expression “tonneau de expacité in the Firman belooged entirely to 
the Sublime Porte. No intimation of the opinion of the French Government ws to the 
‘meawing of the expression was given in the note, but it was stated in it that the French 
Ambassador in London would be nble to furnish any supplementary information which Her 
Majesty's Government might desite to obtain respecting the views of the Freach Govern= 
‘ment on the sew mode of levying tolls adopted by the Suex Canal Company. 

1 do not know that this supplementary information. hws been furnished to your Lord- 
‘hip by the Comte d Harcourts 

‘our Lonlship was, of course, not. in n of M, de Rémusat's note of the 6th 
Jnstant, when you wrote your instruction to Sir Henry Elliot of the ard instant, nor was 
M. do Résnuant aequuinted with that iastrucion when he sent his note to me. A copy of 
the inwtruction was put into his hand by me on the 9th instant, as I had the honour to 
report to your Lordship in my despatch No. 124 of that day's and another copy was 
subsequently communicated by mo to him on the 10th instant, with an official note, as 1 
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had the honour to report to your Lordship in my despatch of that day, Commercial, 


ose Lhave, &. 
(Signed) LYONS, 


Se 
No, 215. 
Sir A, Paget to Earl Granville —{Received April 1.) 


Bees eae Rome, March 24, 1873, 
fy Lord, 


y i i ich T have received from tho 

{HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of a note which T hav efron th 

Italian Minister of Foreign Airs, ackoowledging me communication to bien of your 

Lordship’s depatch of the rd instant, to Sir Henry Eliot, respecting the Suet Con 

docs, and assuring me that the views of the Italian Goveroment upon this subject are 
identical with those of Her Majesty's Government, areas 


(Signed) A, PAGET. 


—_—_——_—————<—§¥§—_ 
Inclosure in No, 215. 


M. Visconti Venosta to Sir A. Paget. 


c Rome, Mageh 22,1873, 

eae ees esi ere 

on the Vth fstsnt, copy of a despatch from Lord Grvlle to. Mee Britannic Majesty's 

‘Ambassador at Constantinople on the question of the new Turf of dues of the Suce 

amt i tate that 

tank you for this courteous communication, and arn at the sane glad to state 

the Feta ice Majeaty's Governient are on the subject In question identical wit thowe 
af the Halian Goverament, 

Accept, & . 

(Signed) VISCONTI VENOSTA, 


— EEE 
No. 216. 
Lorit Lyons (0 Barl Grancille— (Received Aprit 1:) 


(No, 182, Commercial, Confidential.) 5 ce mag: 


My Lond, tere. 
No. 178, Commercial, of yesterday, I bad the honour to confirm 
IN soy deepatch No- 178, Commercial of yeterday a rise 


staecent bad sendy tested to) your Lordship by tle that M, Thiers nd 
never spoken to me in the sense of the leiter respecting the Suez Canal, which purport 
Tobe alananed by his weettary Me irtheldany St Hate to ML, de Lasseps, ad hich 
peared in the newspaper * Liberté" of tho 28th instant ie) 

T thought that it woul be fair to M. ‘Thiers to Ie hn know, ne soon as possible, that 
1. question respecting this letter was to be put this evening in the House of Commons, and 
thas to afford an opportunity of giving. if he thonght proper, an explanation, whiah ght 
te communicated to your Lordship by telegraph before ube sitting of the Howse, It 
Appeared moreover, o be important to ascertain whether the letter wus genuine, and 
whether M. Thiers would adbete to it, or would (as ho has more than once done with 
Teter writin in hin nase by M. St. Tse on bore questions) divow i 

T ecordgly went to see Nim lst night at Vers; Wot the convertion I bal 
with him lef things very much in the same state ax they were when T sent to your Lord. 
Tip. esterday aferuoce the despatch No. 178, Commercial, to which 1 have already 
refered, 


ers allowed that the letter was genuine, and he did not disavow b ments 





expressed in it, He seemed, however, disposed to treat the matter very lightly. His 
friend Mf. de’ Lemepe had, he sai, gained an itportast lawcaufc and acestoe be aa 
very naturally eaused a Tstter of congratulation fo be written to him, and bad (as waa 
equally natural) allowed bis own individual opinion on one of the points in the law-suit 
to appear ini. 

TVobserved that the letter contained a promise that he would speak to me in the 
sense ofthe letter, and I reminded him that heliad never said a word to ine on the subject. 

He answer and speared to disclaim having ever bad any intention to 
confer on the opinion given in the letter the sort of official sanction which would be 
implicd by bis expressing ito a forcign Ambassador 
ay testing the stencot in the ter that he wold act in the sense of the pion, 

|. Thiote said nothing, nor did he offer any explanation of the authority given by it 

MA: is Tse t0 Yonberuay ose ba premsed Ce Sey 

‘Thus then, as I have already observed, watters remain very much in the me state 
fu that in which they were when I wroto to your Lordship yesterday afternoon, several 
hours before {saw M. Thiers. He has uot disavowed the letter, noe the opinion expremed 
ini, but he bas gunrded. himeci€ ngniast assuming the additional responsilty (wbstever 
that might be) of expressing the opinion directly to Her Majesty's Ambasealoe. 

Thave, &e. 
Gignedi LYONS, 


No. 217. 
Earl Growville to Sir H, Blliot, 


48. Commercial) 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 29, 1873. 

L HAVE received your Excelleney's telegram of the 26th instant, in which you state 
that it appears very desirable that Her Mojesty's Government should not try to hold the 
Porto responsible for the repayment of the extra dies levied on the Sucz Canal since last 
July ; that M. de Lesseps loaves the interpretation of the meaning of the original Firman 
to the Porte, which would have strong interest in interpreting in his favour if we should 
insist on thele responsibility ; and that if we can obtain a fhvournble interpretation, the 
recovery of surcharges might be safely left to the Tribunals, 

T have also recived four Excelleney's further telegrara of The same dat, stating that 
the Porte appears convinced that it is ewential for the Suez C 
to levy heavier duos than those first taken ; and that you have said that, ptovided there 
Were an imuediate return to the basis of register tonnage, a moderate addition to the duty 

ight bo temporarily authorized by Imperial Firman for w single yeur, during which time 
tire question should be inquired into, preparatory to a definite arrangement. 

Thave to point out to your Excellency, in the first place, that my despatch No. 24 
of the rd instant does not say that the Purte should be held rexponsibie, but that the 
Porte should enforce its authority by declaring the extrem duce to have been improperly 
levied, and by causing the Company fo retam to their forme tai of charg. 

If this i» done, Her Majesty's Gorerament are of opinion that the mode of treating 
[pat overchargos might bo left for future adjustment, 

T have farther to obserre that Her Majesty's Government experience some difficulty 
in understanding your Excelloncy's suggestion that the question of the overcharges might 
be anfely Teft to’ the ‘Teibunnls, inasmuch 1 it would appear from the correspondence 
before Her Majesty's Government that the difficulties ax to jurisdiction would be very 
great, 

Your Kxeellency will observe that the claims for past overcharges could not be 
abandoned in principle without scknowledaing the legality of the overcharge, 

Her Majesty's Government adhere to the terms of the last six paragraphs of my 
despatch of the rd inw 

‘Any increase of the dues, even though temporary, should, before it is adopted, be 
commmunicnted to Her Majesty's Government, with the grcuads on which it is based. 

Looking to all the diffculties of the Suez Canal ense, Her Majesty's Goverament 
bolieve that the best course the Porte could purse would be to refer the whole question 
of the de, nstadng both repayment of the past ducs, and the determination of the 
‘amount o4 well ax standard of future dues, to. the Intemational Commission on Tonnage 
Which has been summoned, with such reservation of the rights of the Porte and of other 
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Governments concerned, on receipt of the report of the Commission, as may be thought 
desirable, 

T have to dd, io conclusion, that your Excellency might intimate confidentially to 
the Porte that, if ‘the settlement for the futare thus obtained should be satisthetory, 
Her Majesty's Government think the difficulty of the question of past overcharges would 
be of a secondary character. 

Tat, &c. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


——————— EE 


No. 21 


Lord Lyons to Earl Graneille—(Received April 3.) 


fo, 190. Commercial.) 
Sy ius, Paris, April 2, 1873. 

IN the National Assembly yesterday, M, Ce: f the Hautes 
Alpes, pat a question to M. de Rémusat, on the subj 5 nd requested 
that, as s00n as tho pending negotiations were finished, the papers relating to them should 
bo communicated to the Assewbly, i 

Tn hia answer, M. de Rémort admitted that the right of Interpreting the Firm: 
belongs to the Porte, and he promised to produce the papers is soon ax the neyotintions 
should be brought t6 a close, 

Ta the course of his speech the made the following declaration = 

+ Cependant je ne puis pas wvempécher de diro qu'il ya plus qu'un intérét de justice, 
Aly aussi un intérdt de politique et d'honneur pour la France, i faire en sorte que cette 
‘grande euvro do ITathime de Suex ne soit pas wn sacrifice wane dédoumogement pour ¢oux 

i ont accompli au prix do tant d'efforta et nvce une si honorable porvisiance, Nous 
‘von emplcher par tous les moyens dont nous pouvons disposer que cette wuyre vérita- 
Blement Frangaise ne viene & passer dans d'autres rains quo cellos qui ont exéoutée,’ 

M. de Remusat expressed no opinion on the details of tho questions regarding the 
now ayitem of levying the tolls adopted by the Canal Company. On the contrary, 
the wad -— 

* Tant que la question a été uniguement du ressort dey tribunaux, le G 
4b tenis Ia balance dgale et wabstoale do parsitre prétendre exercer une intluence. qu 
congue sur les jugemonts qui devai vooir, Hs'ext done maintenu ¢t se maintient 

indo reverve.” 
(noe Nr alocon whatever was mado in th Assembly to ML. Barthélemy St. Hilste's Teter 
to M. do Lesseps of the 14th ultimo, nor to the very positive declaration it eontains of tho 
opinion of the President of the Republic on the principal point at issuo—the interpretation 
of term * tonne de capacité,” wsed in the Firman, 

Tis sald that tho Memagetics Meritimes intend to appeal (or, indeed, have already 

ven notice of an appeal) to the Cour de Casation from the sentence given by the Cour 

Frappe, ia favour of the Suet Canal Coropany. I will obtain nx soon ax powsiblo positive 
ation upon this point. 

ion ave Uy hanoUe to close the authentic Report of tho proceedings in the House of 


Assembly, which gives of course M. de Rémunot's speech in extenra, 
T have, &oy 
(Signed) LYON 


a a 
No, 219, 
Lord Lyons to Berl Granille—(Reoeived April 4) 


Paris, April 3, 1873, 

1 ATTFIT reference to my Commercial despatch No. 190 of yesterday, have the honour 

to report to your Lordship that I ain informed by M, ‘Treitt that, smmodintely after the 

sentence of the Cour d'Appel was given in favour of the Suez Canal Company, the 

Messageries Maritimes gave notice of an appeal to the Cour do Caseation ("ont formé wo 
F701 on essation contre V'arrit”). BRS hier 

‘M. Treitt informs ine also, that it is probable that the Messagerios Maritimes will bring 





a separate action against the Suez Company in the Tribunal de Commerce at Marseilles in 
the first instance, and afterwards in ease of need in the Cour d°Appel at Aix, ‘The action 
sould relate to another point in the ease, but this point would have a close connection 
with the question which has been before Courts at Paris. I have written to desire Her 
Mojesty’s Consul at Marseilles to give information respecting any such 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) "LYONS. 


No, 220. 
Sir H, Elliot to Earl Granwille-—(Reccived April 5.) 


(No. 42. Commercial ) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 25, 1873. 
atorday a conversation with Safvet Pasha, on the subject of the Suex Canal 
inquired of him whether the Porto had yet taken into consideration your Lord- 
teuetions to me which I bad eomrounicated the week before. 

His Excellency said he was giving the matter his most serious attention, but after 
several Interviews with M. de Lessepa, he had found it impossible to induce him to lsten 
to renson, 

T remarked that M. de Lesseps’ chameter precluded oll expectation of bis 
persuaded to abandon a ground which he once takes up, however untenable it 

id what was, therefore, now required was that the Pc 
already beet intimated by his Excellency"s predecessor, 
calculation of the canal does, was the oifically registered tonnage as understood by the 
Porte when the Firman of Concession was granted, and this declaration should be accom. 
ponied by a stimmons to the Company to return forthwith to that inode of levying then. 

Sufvet Pasha then inquired what I considered to be the proper way of proceeding, it 
the Porte resolved (o express itself in the verse I advocated. 

Troplied that the most regulie manner of proceeding would, in my opinion, be for 


the Imperial Government to communicate its decision to the Viceray of Egypt, callin 
pot Tis Highness to se that the orignal ayotem. was revered oy tod theta ‘veal 
should be hindered from passing on account of a demand for extra dues 

Hig Excellency showed himself apprehensive that the Porte might itself be held 
responsible for the largo amount of surplus dues already levied on shipping, since the 
commencement of last July, aud this consideration has aa evident tendency to. induce 
hatin in declaring tet the Company have pat on the Finman and Act of Conceasion 


‘interpretation not borne out by their terms. 

Av M, de Lessops naturally tnakes uso of this argumebt in his endeavours to intimidate 
the Porte, it would, in my ‘oplnlon, ond, 08 T have already nated, be desirable if I could 
bo authorized to reassure them upon that point, for conscious of their own inability of 
exacting the repayment from the Company, they are disposed to shrink from a declaration 
which might be used in a claim against themselves. 

If it were not for this fear I should have good hopes of a satisfactory decision, and T 

to counteract it. 

T found & on thin occasion, as T had before found the Grand Virie and 
others, strongly impressed with the belief that some increase upon the original dues is 

wolutely and immediately requisite for the maintenance of the Canal, and boing satistied 

it1 should be unable to overcome direetly this conviction. I have said that, provided 
thero was an immediate return to the calenlas by the registered tonnage of the ship, [ 
id not myself seo that there would be any serious objection to ® rooderite tempora 
increase being aanctioned by the Imperial Government. ‘The only thing which would be 
exsential ia such case would be a distinct announcement that the ioerease was sanctioned 
for a single year during which the International Commission for a common tonnage m 
probably arrive at a basis upon which any permanent inorease which due inquiry m 
‘show to be called for could be ealealated. 

Jn the conversation with Safvet Pasha which T have been endeavouring to report to, 
your Lordship, his Excellency touched, though lightly, upon an arganeat which, if he had 
insisted upon it, 1 should have been embarrased to sncet with wn entirely saitactory 
reply. 

He suggested that tho question whether the Company was or was not levying ite dues 
within the terms of its concession was one which tight perhaps be referred to the Courts 
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of Law, | ssid that there are at this moment various objections to the adoptment of such 
seintn the first place it was a fact of admitted notoriety that there are no courts in Egypt 
which inspire the slightest confidence. 3 et ou 
wt the second place M. do Lesseps poblily proclaims his deterioution not to abid 
by any decision of the Tribunal in regard to the question at issue ea 
7 ane erin, Me Lessops maiataned that in regard to any tute, in. which the 
Canal Company was liable to judicial proceedings in Egypt, they must be taken before 
‘euch Consular Court at Alexandria. “ y 
Heh Gee Coe ll nro oft te dm 
seek their remedy in the tribunals it must be prepared. for the agitation of questions likely 
To cause more serious dificulty thon will result from the exercise of the active authority 
iment have heen invited to perform. 

1 po rei hestation should be removed by the formal and repeated manne 
in whieh both M. de Losscps and the representatives of the Company before the Hoard of 
“Appeal at Paris had adinitted that the right of interprotation of the meaning of the Firman 
Jay with the Sublime Porte aap 

"What that interpretation is has not been concealed by tho Imperial’ Government in 
many conversations with td, and has been intimated in despatches to the Ottoman 
‘Ambasudor at Pais, ond Hee Majesty's Goverament is, therfore, jastifed in ealing upon 
the Porte no longer to hesitate in authoritatively pronouncing the decision which the 
‘Canal Company has engaged itself to abide by ox 


&e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
————— 
No, 221 
Sir H1. Elliot to Barl Granville—(Received April 5.) 


(Na. 43) elie 
Constantinople, March 25, 187 
My nk i tion of the 
f diiculty of arriving wt an understanding with the Porte upon the quest be 
‘Sues Cal Dee is greatly lacresoed! by the indirect encouragement which M. de rae . 
eceives from the French Government independently of the official representation of th 
Re ae Lotd Lyons that 
fo I already aware that, while M. de Rémueat informed Lord Ly 
Mae fre, Mpc authorized in making use of M.'Thierw' name, that aathoriation bad 
been conveyed to hi by a letter from M. Barthélémy St. Hiluire, which haa been published 
hore tn the local newspapers. When I inentioned to my French colleague M. de Rémusat's 
eee ee Tene T found that ‘0 steps had been taken to disabuse him of the 
impreaion produced by the report of such a letter having been authorized by the President 
‘of the Republic. oe 
‘would now mention to your Lordibip another instance of the onusual cou 
ees Te the Frenoh Government in regard. to matters in which M. de Leweps is 
pave Jnl, No, 24 of the Srd 
Four Lordship informed me by your despatch, Commercial, No. 3 
Ft ee Nae et tfce Majest’* Government ‘pon the question at issue, and this 
despatch, warked Confidential, was Communicated to the French Government, | 
le Leaseps, who called upon nie a fow dayv ago, at once alluded to this despatch, 
of whieh he ald & copy bad been scot hia from Pari, by the same poxt apparently ax that 
‘me your Lordship's original. : 
ih ad rot oo sdeatnlt that, W'the eombdontal communications of Her 
Majesty's Govers i at once to be communicated to Mi. de Less, 
sas to ard bit the the siews cootained in them, there will not be 
vance of an agreement being arrived a. 
tnich chance uf an agreement being ar Ene ; 
(Signed) |: HENRY ELLIOT 


EEE 
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No, 229. 
Lord A, Loftus to Earl Grenville. (Received April 7.) 


es Commercial.) 
ty Lord, St. Petersburgh, April 2, 1873. 

ON the receipt of your Lordship’s Circular despatch of the ‘th uldmo, T took the 

cacliest opportunity of communicating to M. de Westmann the dospateh addressed by 
our Lordship to Hor M a ty's Ambassador at Constantinople, No. 24, Cotomercial, of 
March 3, 1973, with regard to the ae of the Suee Canal dues, 

Thad an interview this day with his Excellency, when, in reply to my inquiry ux to 
tho opinion of the Tmperial Government, be said th ne n. 
character, it had beon referred to the 
‘any answer with roforence to it. 

1 had yesterday a short interview with Prince Gortchakoff, and on mentioning that 
{he question of the Suez Canal dues was one of grent interest t0 all the muritine Powers, 
ch ighness beer that it wax first of all necessary to enable the Company to exist 
"de faire vivre la Compagnie"). 

He stated that tho snaual receipts amounted to ouly 15,500,000 fr. whereas the 
annual exponditure nd to 17,000,000 fe. 

On such conditions it was evident that the Company could not exist. 

His Highness referred me for dotalled information ow thi subject to M. de 
Stremooukoll, stating that it appeared to bio that the. prin ples which have been agreed 
pan by the International Countison for the Danube might be also applied to the Tetheus 
of Sea. 


question. was one of a Gnaucial 
id be had not ax yet received 


T have, te, 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS, 


Lord A. Laftus to Bark Grancille-—(Received April 7,) 


aes Commercial.) 
My Lord, St. Petersburyh, Aprit 3, 1873 
HAVING been referred by Prince Gortchakoff to M, de. Stremovator fer the esis 
‘of the quostion relating to the Suex Canal dues, 1 have had some conver ion with hie 
re on the subject, 
Nc falormed me that the Imperial Minister of Finance, to whom the propos on of 
M. de Lowseps bad been referred, had agreed to the reform propored forthe mode, ot 
Wil ment of vessels, which he stated to be on the principle laid down by Kuck and 
which constituted a real” tontage (le jaugeaze réel). ‘ 
‘Tho Minister of Finance further stated that the same Principle had been adopted by 
the International Commission for the Danube, and that ex nrequently what was applicable 
for ~ para wus equally applicable for the Suez Cana 
M. de Stremooukoff considered that the principle of measurement adopted by slant 
sant mn pasa eh Ea ented Raga 
‘uniformity in the measurement of tonnage for tho Suex Canal des 
As regards the Tariff, M. de Stremooukoff admitted that as the concession was 
granted by the Sultan, tho Porte was the natural suthority to interpret its own act. He 
[naintained that the proposal of M, de Lesseps was not to be considered as an “augmentae 
joa,” but ai upy as & “rectification” of the ‘The concession provided that the 
Crnal divs should not exoced 10 ff, per ton. From defective or lemigular measurement it 
would appear that the Compauy had hitherto been defrauted ns it were of ite legal dues, 
and M. de Lesseps was only anxious, with a view to. maintain the existence of the Core? 
Pany, to carry ont itnplicitly the provisions of the original cuncescion, 
aie gueraine considered the question to be one af xy solution, by merely applying 
to the Soe Canal the same principle of uniform measurement fort nhage as had been 
agreed upon by the International Commission for the Danube. 
ave, de. 
(Signed AUGUSTUS LoFrus, 


— ae 


Ista 
No, 293 
Lord Lyons to Earl Granville—(Reccived Aprit 8. 


lage eae Paris, pit 7, 1873, 


I HAVE the honour t tranunit to your Lordship extract rom the rs newspapers 

: Meter ieee meee inople 

ihe “abet gen nly covet wcount of lg fa Optio 

i ich was published in the Lond so l 

instant, Be Samm Me tear oles ¢ dopa, fom Constantinople 
dated the Sth April, giviag a more accurate acount of the state of the quostos 


cmt ct the tolls on the Canal, 


T have appended to the extracts a note by M, Treitt, from which it appears that the 


now suit whigh the Messagries Maritines ure belived to be about to bring agus the 
Suez Canal Company will arn on the question whether the almeasurement of he tonne 
adopted by the Canal Company is accurate, even according 

voor added to M, Treit's note an observation of my own. sae as 


(Signed) LYONS. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 223°. 
Estract from the * Libecté™ of April 7, 1873s 


UNE ye adresade de Consta He au Times" to 2, analyse une vote qui 
sort Ae nlc ar tAmbasadeort Anlaure sx Mines ds Salan, ba Cover 
wnent Brteanique ne défend de poursaivre Ia ruine de la Compagnie de Suey, 


fre & Tancien mode de perception, Quant A Pavenit, 
Pattematet yesh hin Se Lips fe te wactonner des tasty plus 


t nous (rouvons ane relation 
PAdminiatratour des 


je droit de 
VAmbassadeur reconnalt & M. de Leweps le doit de faire 
Hover, Ceti toute In théorio premibre de 3 emer 
dvidente entre ce résumé do notes ct lox mémoire De 


Messageries actuellement & Constantinople. La dépéehe dit, en 


pane w'a encore rien décidé. ek 
Owocate atteude de TAmbauadeur d'Angletrre no. surpren ra pray mals 
see ert ek WO here 
Spinto "Depa nour avons 1a fete de M. Barthlemy Saint Hise et nous avons 
ee declarations de M. de Rémusat A TAxsombléc, “La question de itt al 
{it Te Miniatre, * mais aalheureusement Ja question de ft est en auspenss Phouneur 
Ja Fiance’ ast ‘engage, il he fout pos que Ventreprine di Canal de See p 
nt aie essageries In suite de 
tale et TAutricho ont pu se placer dane le camp des Mi es nate de 
TAmbassadeur qAngleterr, et se trouver ainsi en face de ls France, de Allewauve et 
Ja Rosse; mais nons croyons pouvoir afirmer que ls dclarations de notre Ministe des 
Affires Etrangires et Vattitude de notre Ambassadeur & Constat epi a 
de a cour appelot do Tavis de M. ‘Thiers pobtiquement expring on singalioement 
ralenti Tanleur des coalisés. Il nous semble que le moment approche o0 lew Messuz 
trait ut, W Lond Jouvernoment 1 
‘Oa aealt oublig,} Londres, & Vienne et & Rome qie le Gouver ere 
eu connaissance, trois mois avant son application, dit tarifanis en. igueur le 1" Jil 
oe le Commissaire Rzypto-Ottoman,“ chang¢ de ville Textcution 
evé aucune opposition eontre la decision de Me de Less 
Bourse semble, duillear, avoir pris son parti de toutes cas intrigues ot nest 
prtoccapts aoe des bales recetter'da mole dernier; elle excompte ¢ gh bon ele gu 
Produit Tannoace probable dus premier coupon, dont le payement rane 
tencetnent dane ee nagvelle pou cette gale COTTE ue ui 
‘Les porteurs de délégations comptent justement sur l'annot 
monter oes titres au nivean des actions, es 
Ban attendant, Jes actions fermeut 4 460 fe. et les dé 


EE 
(61 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 223+, 


Ectract from the Ordre” of April 7, 1873, 


LE sone des observations ad r RENEE eee 

va nate adresses par l'Angletere & la Porte, & prope, de Paine 

Le Gouvernement de la Reine demande seul reveai 

ancien systiine de tary les chang fla sos Tottori ‘ 
a ah Sa Se 3 

econmalt aussi le droit de sanctionner 


agnie d'exister dans de bonnes conditic 
et A In navigation, oe 


dos 


une série de tarifs qui permettrait 
Teale iobicateinae oe 


sane 


Hes notes préwnté I 
présontées par YAutriohe 
Jusqu’d prévent le 


et I'Italio sont rédigées 


ouvernem ¥ ae 
nent n's pas pris de décision, “ne analogue, 


Ey, 


Tnclosure 3 in No 223*. 
Note by M. Treitt, 


LA question do thit sem Vobj 
vont Aas ‘abjet du nouveau procts que les i 
enter au Cabal de Sues, sit devant le Tebuoal de Commerce iar eat at 

Mais je ervia Sidi pet a 

Ma int ge Jriitlon Parone ext obligatoire 

cee dt Mesaugeris Matitinen vont fire janger tous leure i 

eu déterminer toute In expacité utilis Ee ee eee ee 

ce pelts epéteatdéwontrer 0 fit ue tex droite 

Le Mesta ta 

onjourd'hy 
Cat co 4 

pas jugé.” 


en at ace tle ql tnt Gabi, alu, 


ent save la io des navires, 
Haritimes expitent ainsi arriver par lo fit A une réduction des tart 
qua dit M, lo. Minis 5; 
Ministre par ces. mots, “Malheureusement, le fait n'est 
(Signe) TRENT, 


— 


Inclowure 4 jn No. 9 


Observation by Lord Lyons. 


M. de Rémunat's words were: pone 
see Papa od drt ties ot ie 
do vot appear rat tke in connection. with the contest of M. ‘te Ra e 
Mi goeeent £9, me fo bave the meaning nttebuted to them above What L conceive 
ponefacta ornate a the sentences of the French tribunals id moe, fn 
Gora os, bern he: would not by their own foree take effect in 
it'wus on the Porte, definitivoly, that the solotion of | nee aa men 


Tho speech was inclosed i 
end ns incloved, im estenso, in my Commercial despatch No, 190 of the 


No, 224. 


Sir B. Harris to Earl Grawville—{Received April 7.) 


No. 23. Commercial. Confidential) 
fy Lord, The Hague, April 3, 1873. 

‘YOUR Lordship’s despatch, Circular, Commercial, dated March 4th, ou the question 
of the Suez Canal dacs, reached me on March 17, and the next day I forwarded a copy 
of its inclosure to the Minister for Foreign Affuirs. 

“Thesuat sore eetident, » note dated January 1, from the Ottoman Porte addvessed 
to the Netherlands Government, and proposing a Conference on tho subject of an inter- 
Cations! system of measuring the tonnage of ships, similar to the noto printed inthe above 
Tmantioned inclosure, ouly reached the Hague at the end of February, when the matter was 
mre fo the Department of Finance, and an answer will sbortly be returned, no doubt 
accepting the Conference. 

Nor ahe meantime. Baron Gericke informs mo that the views of his Government 
geverully coincide. with those of Her Majesty's on the subject, ‘They would wish the 
Eninrerence to mect at London in preference to Constantinople. | ‘They would object to the 
ruaintenance of the increase of Canal dues establiahed since last July 

They approve of the Pritish sytem of ring tonnage, and finally they would 
wish for a deduite interpretation of the Tari for the future 

T have, &, 
Signed) KE, A. J. HARRIS, 


No. 125, 
Mr, Farrer to Mr. Hammond (Received Aprit 8.) 


Sir, Board of Traile, Waitehall Gardena, April 7, 1873. 

1AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
27th vltime on the subject of the Suez Canal dacs, transmitting copy of 1 note which has 
Pee iiireased by the Austro-Hungarian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Turkish 
rettasador ax Vienna io atwwer to the invitation ivsued on the part of the Parte to the 
aa at unaritime Powers to discuss the question of tonnage measurement at an international 
Guaterenve, and also copy of a tologram addressed by the Turkish Minister for Foreign 
‘Aifhirs to the Turkish Chargé d’Affaires in London. 

Ta the note and telegram in question, a preference is expressed by the Austrian and 
‘Turkish Governments for Constantinople as the place of meeting over auy' other expital, 

Ta compliance with Earl Granville’ desire to be favoured with the opinion of this 
Board'as wo qihether the qaesion of the place of mecting ix of sufficient, importance to 
doatar it desirable that objections ahould be raised on the part. of Her Majosty's Govorn- 
rence to the wiahes of Austria and ‘Tarkey in the matter, T um to offer the following 
observations :— 

“The deciion of Her Majesty's Government in favour of holding the meeting in London 
was adopted when tho only question to be formally submitted to the Commission was that 
of the standard ton 

The Austrian Government obviously intend that the Commission shall also take into 
consideration the amount of the future dues, and Her Majesty's Government have them- 
selves made a similar suggest 

Should this auggestion be adopted, the whole circumstances of the Commission will 
have to be reconsidered, 

Ax regards British interests, and trading interests generally, London would, in the 
opinion of the Board of Trade, be the best place of imecting for the Comamiaion, ht hey 
do not regard this point as essential, 

Uhave, So, 
(Signed) "ST. He FARRER, 


ee oo eee 
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No. 226, 
Memorandum communicated to Earl Grancille by Chevalier Cadorna, Aprit 8. 


LE Chevalier Cadorna, d'apris les ordres de son Gouvernement, n eu Phoaneut de 
faire, le 4 courant, la communication vetbale suivante AM. le Comte Granville 

Le Ministre Royal & Paris ayant interpellé M. de Rémusat sur les intentions du 
Gouvemement Fraucaisfaa sujet de ln réunion proposée par Ia Porte Ottomane dune 
Commission Internationale, qui serait chargée de préparee Tunification des méthodes Je 
jaugeage des navires, a recu Ia réponse suivante, 

Te Gouvernement Frangais appriciat trop bien Vimportasce d’an part résultat pour 
the pus sussocier avec empressement & toute mesure qui aurait pour objet dien facliter ta 
Healisation. Mais les termes de la circulaire du Miniatre dos Affuces Etrangézes du Sulfan, 
dont i avait eu eonanisance par Vintermédiaire de VArbawsade de France & Constantinople, 
Jui parm ssaient avoir uoe porté moins étendoe, et le principal but de Pouverture du 

ement Ottoman seruit, A son avis, do résoudre, avee le concours dee, Pulssonces 
imaritines, les dificults qu'a soulevées Te nouveau mode adopté par la Compagnie de Soce 
pour V’évaluation du tonnage des navires. 11 parussait & M. de Rénusat que cette alfaire 
apécialo doive étre traitéo separément ; ce scralt en effet, en ajournce lo reglement une 
Gpoque enucoup trop éoignée, que de la subordonner A Teventualitd d'une. entente 
Uuniverscite des Puissances au sujet d'un mode de mesurago qui feruit ressortir toute In 
capacité utitisable des navirer, mals encore do Fabaissement des taxes maritimes qul serait 
|i consequonce foreve de Télgration du tonnage office, 

Quant 4 la reunion dune Commbwion qui aurait A s‘occaper spécialement du péage 
du Canal de Suez, M. te Comte Vogué avait 66 autorisé Ay adhérer sous certaines 
conditions dont M.'de Réinusat eroynit pouvolr fire consultr 4 RI. le Chevalier Nigra ln 
substance, sane I'arter de lw reserve A laquelle Fastreignait To litige pendant devant kee 
Uibunnux’ Frangais entre Ia Compagnie du Canal de Suez ct elle dex Mewageries 
Marlies. 

Tt parissait &-M. de Rémusat tout dlabord nécessaire que, prialablement a ta 
convocation de cette Commission, Ia Parte Otiomane decide i Coat sur In capocité 
riellement utitiable des navires, ou seulement aur leur tonne officiel, que doit étre ‘basce 
Ja perception des taxes établice par la Compagnie du Canal de Suen, 

Tus débat qui s'est Glevé entre lex armateuts et la Compagnie’ repose tout enter, en 
effet, sue Vinterprétation des mots *tonneaux de capacite," et cet en délnitive: au 
Gouvernement du Sultan qu'il appartient de fixer le seta de cette expression. —Juaque lt, 
hon seulement la réunion de ta Conférence projetée sernit sana objets mais encote son 
smandat Iuismée ne sauralt étre defini, ear i variera foreéament suivant que In question 
sera réolue dans I'an ov daos autre seas, 

Si le Gouvernement du Sultan, ajoutait M. de Rémusat, déclare que, d'aprée Te sens 
oil entend. donuet aux termes du Firman, a Compagnie de Suez n’exvéde par les Hnnites 
dle son tarif en prenant pour hase dex perceptions le tonnage utile des navires, ily aur 
Hew, ib moine quion ne préfére do: rigler ces points par volo de correspondance, de faire 
detoriiner, yar une Commision Internationale, Wabord, écart existant entre la capucité 
Utllisable dies bitiments et le tonnage insert sur les papiers de bord, ensuite ta raethode 

que la Compagaie aurait & employer pour ealeuler cette diférence. "Si, au contraire, la 

rte interprétait lo Firman dans Je sens do toanago officielle, Ia réanion de. vette 
Commission, daprds axie de M. do Rémusat, ne saurait plos avoir quion bit, celul de 
Driparer les bares d'un acte collect d'ndhésion des Puissances maritimes & Texhaussement 
dtu tarif, que fe Gouvernement Ture ae verrait alors obligé d'autorisee Wurgence, pour que 
‘1 Compagnie do. Suex pit faire face & ses engagements, et continuee Texpletation da 
Canal dans des conditions équitablement rémunérattices, 

M. le Chevalier Viscouti Venosta, dans une dépoche & M. te-Chevalier Nigra da 
24 Mary passé. sana vouloir renteer dans te fond de in. question, faimit remarquer que 
M. do Rémusat sujpomit que ta controverse coosiste & savoir al ta perception dew 
Uioite doive aire etfectuce sur Ia base do ta capacté. réellement utile. on eur celle 

in, ploy telus ul serait fdiquée par le tonnage oii. AW couture, le it eat 
‘que Ja queation. avait 6s prov Tes pretent Compagnic d'assujettir au 
puyeaicat du ole non, Seulement tole ta capected tle, mace ease a cotiere Te 
apacité dee uavires. Si te Compagnie se eoutentait d'unposcr la copacité réallement utile 
ct refusait seulement la réduetion, souvent abusive, da tonnage oficelle, BM. le Chevaley 
Visconti n'bésitait pas. i déelacer que Taccord serait facile: puisqu'l croyait quaucon 
Jouvernement ne voulait absolamment (Syprid pour base le tonnage officiel, ni se refuser de 
lo reconduire & des bases plas équitables, cest--dir, plus correwpondants't la parte effocs 
tivement utile des navires. 
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ie Ke ddmottre sans réserve 
{. Visconti Venosta pensit que Fon ne pourrait pas admet 
Ia promotion de de Réwane, que st Tou Gabioait que fs draits doivent tre pees 
seulement sur le tonnage office, on derst durgence penser & nugmenter le maxiniyn de 
10 fe fixé ar Je Fiman de Conon, compe si Js conditions Gosomiqaes de 1s Com 
ie devaieot dotniner eur toute sutre considération et sur toute | eS 
eae eas oe eitoion wed nutle Four det meee ee aa 
Eo isément du poids excessif que le nouveau Tarif w im vga 
Asean qu e pod que maoteant on a it resort du eaten de a perepton, 
Mercier Ras renner frase "Uae 
tion de la question devait, apres Vepinion de M. Visconti Venoxt, so trouver das une 
juste conciliation des droits égitimes du commerce avec les égurds nuxqaels la 
vait incontestablement droit. : ‘ a3 
ae eae ig Chevalier Cadornn m sjouté quelques considérations pour five resort eit 
que In question toudbant le yatéme pour Ia mesure de a pac des naires porns 
Moir ee complitement éplacée de sce vais termes par les consiérations de M. de 
Remus Tt aus it remarquc qua a suet ane auguetation du maxima oe 
vs M. de Résiomt parnsait afavoit tenw aueun compte de ee qu'il ne # 
odopir un ystowe de cure i wnt, dare de fs Compagie, dee bss 
fies par Je Firman, <tqu'sns, sme Wee point de vc, la demande une augmentation 
4a maximura du tari manquerait, en tous cas, de tout fdement, Cela posi parnait 
int_que la Compagnie ayant obtenu Ia gobeession A ts condition da maximum 
oe peu Fo etna, ely tale ebligee wy tani, ot elle avait aucune raiwon de 

7 ugmentation de ce maxima, 
ener Chevaliet Cadarna, export tM, le Comte Granville te Ade don, nvr. 
tment de conserver In plos partite entente avec ly Gouvernement do. Ss Majosté la 
da ext aire, «pri Sa Sigccuto de voulir bien tl dite i sv o 

il avait eu 'honneur de lui communiquer, le 
eae are Sets Chevalier Cadoena fait ou ttm sujet fe commuication suivante A 
Ensuite) 

Je Comte le — : : 
aero Chevaler Wsconti Veoouta. par une deptche du 28. Mars aad writ. it 
onnaltre au Chevalier Cadorna que les Représentantsd'Talie,d'Anglterr et dAutriche- 
Hongrie & Constantinople, par une note identique, seaieat mis e slemeare te Gouvern- 
ent de ls Sublime Porte A se prononcer sur in aypension de, Fwpplication du nouveny 
torif du Canal de Svez, demandée par les dits Gouvernement, Khalil Pacha avait dea 
i répamse quilt pn en nn pouvoir de force M, Lene par oie aisle 
Vreveir au aati primi et que cette quetion, pour ren ye i 

strats compétenth eesti, par les tribonnux focus, Kal! Pachn nuraltajouté 
mapa cen cnet at rerun eae ore as 
iponiios ne renee que Fan, pique Kn qvoion aunguels Ve 
innan actucl donmnait lieu état de Ja competence exelusive du pouvol pee 
arma ese Chevalier Viseonti Venosta aja que Te Goavernement Hosa voccuat 
Yoram able de faire en présence des déclarations de la Sublinve 

fone wl ci linité A exposcr lea considérations. prétiminaires 
ivantes quit oye ph, We 0 Ne pans 
aval le Chovalice Visconti Venosta en se réservant de se oncertor, avant tout, aveo 

ase temas et de Vienne avceTenguch i Cabinet Malinao trout on pine 
ole dite, dx a présent, que In 
inattondae. La. Sublime Porte 


Cabinets de Londres et de Vienne, a 
iat dopinion te conduit, royat poarast pou 
poe te ion ace naval pas Te pouror wesnmlner de Unie fs questions 
aerinites Yecdeution du Firman en rigueur donnait lien, Cette proposition pouvait dre 
oan Tepes sl it de faire des innovations. Mais au contraire il ‘agit au présent de 
caren be ire rosposter le stay set sl nui ae iran yout bt 
EB inc ernigns dang le cnr de cote nie, par i Subline Poros Ot Par 
er sere ant Viee-Rayal 'Beypte, ni do la part des dilfreates Paisances. I a te 
of expliitement ou impliitene In Sublime Bort powalt jae: 
TrGnt ne bervie de son droit de souversineté pour faire renee e0 vigosur fe tarif nor 
dela Compagtie. Meme M. de Remusat dans sa nots au Chevalier Nigm (la 2aéme note 
TBppore ps hut) vat rconnn il ppv aux died Sala de ele, 
lpr eens quit entend donner aux ters da Fietn, ta Cama exes ps he 
limitende son tari.” M. de Lesseps méme, dans son inéaolrs iaxpeine, 


i il at re wont be droit dinterprster les termes de Naote 
Ps Gompnnie os dc contest i eh des tans nem vertu 


ot, suivant les fortnes de In jurisprudasice 
F - 25 





administrative, A le souveraineté du territoire of Ia i été accord 
Serta Copan pour rcs Sa 8 toe cain Cae ee ooh le 
Baisante Sa Majesté Impérial wi, aprés avoir prononcé wouverainement sar note dead 
@ esligen: In taxe de navigation, &c. Se ee 
‘apres ces considérations il était facile de comprendre, disai Vis Venosté 
ue le Gouvernement Italien iit quill ne er os emEne er s) 
dns e i Greene ‘croyait qu'il ne pouvait pas se contenter des derniéres déclara- 
Le Chevalier Cadorna a prié M. le Comte Granvill it 
I Comte Granville de vous bien Iu dire wo 
ie has sue catia eee ee tS le Chevalier Visconti Venosta smetiait ian ou 
Suen mee procéder ensemble, et de plein accord avec le Gouvernement de 
20, Hill Street, Berkeley Square, le 7 Avril, 1873, 





No, 297. 
Sir H. Biliot © Bark Grancille, (Received Aprit 13.) 


(0,48, Commersa 
My Lord, © 
ores ‘onstantinople, March 3 
deep 9 RECEIVE from yout Laat’ Ulggrum of the 23th that ps 
city own telegrats within reasonable lity had iadistinctly conveyed the suguest 
that the Suez Canal duce could be safely lta the tabusal i a idedlaratlon contd, ta 
Putas from the Porte of the interpretation put by it upon the terme 
‘The difficulties with regard to jurisdiction, to. which 
out EN tienes w ition, to which your Lonships adverts, would no 
doubt be great and it will be desirable i possible, to void them) but the Porksh aod 
Fzyption Coveruments woold both be ready to uphold, faeces, the jurdiion of the 
Eeyptian tribunals, to which any person having paid’ the extra ducs under protest, will 
have, 1 Hoagine a uaquetionable right to appt eoeee en 
‘the illegality of the now mode of assessing the dues should be oy ji 
acca of inbusng tho who have paid the extra aot unter stat speed oe 
glsr that have alvays kept it seni efor the Porte: but 1 do ot at present perceive 
‘Whitt , oxceptiog lar Judicial process, the Canal Company ‘can be 
by what achinery, excepting a rogul Judiil proces, the Casal Company ‘can be 
Neither the Porte nor the Egyptian Government 
ay, ghee Por nor the dovernment ean exercise control over ity and 
claw ald not bo disposed to pay much attention to an invitation to refund the 
to date consideration in which the Egyptian tribunals are held, has been sufficient 
to deter pat submitting the decision of a nice interpretation of a concer 
a ce Cate pen 0 ican, which woul bo fel employed to map the Judge 
Govornwnent hi ooee formally vecazed that the Company bal’ pat aye the Fie 
‘ cla fowpany had put upon the Fi 
increta neve it ty be ie by I Majaty there woald be Moai ef 
ptian in the face of such a statement by the Porte; and tha 
cepa of shige which bad pid te extn doe might therefore feel tolerable ae 
ppealing to ribusal (0 obtain a judgment orderin e 
vesig fo the oc una (oon judgment cdeiog the eimburenest of the 
___ Thar &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


ee es 


No, 228, 
Sir H. Eiiot to Earl Grancilte—(Reeeiced Aprit 13.) 


Soe Commercial.) 

iy Lond, Constantinople, Aprit 2, 

eine 2 Metorandum given to your Londship by the Cooot That eet oe 
‘itis, on the question of the Suez Canal dues, 1 find it statad that, secording to the 
information ened fom Contatinop by the French Goreroment, Her Majesty Govern: 
ih the dase dar ly of the Company, but of the Porte, to change the basis on 
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This assertion, as regards the rights of the Sultan's Government, is su much at 
‘variance with the language which I have always held to my French colleague, that T did 
hot require Count de Vogue's assurance to convince me that it was not from him that the 
French Government had received their information, but the difficulty of dealing satisfactory 
with this question is not diminished by the manner in which they appear to permit 
M. de Lesseps to assume the position of a supplemental ‘Ambassador, founding official 
cotnmunications on inaccurate information derived from him, and enabling him to announce 


‘views of the President without reference to their recognized Representative at the Porte. 
Se. 
HENRY ELLIOT. 


Thave, 
(Signed) 


(No, 50, Commercial.) 


My Lord, Constantinople, Aprit 3, 1873. 


UPON receiving your Lordsbip’s telegram of the 28th ultimo, I immedintely st 
both the Grand Visir ond Safvet Pasha, and comimunivated to them the substance of th 
tions which stiggest the courye which, in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, 


ould be proper for the Porte to follow in regard to the Sucz Canal dues. 


T found that M. de 
fayourite game of menace and fi 


Losops Ihad been continuing to play, with some succes, his 
intimation, and had half pursuaded the two Turkish 
Ministers, and expecially the Grand. Vizir, that the opposition of Her Majesty's Government 
to the pretensions of the canal would cause in England an explosion of indignation, under 
which your Lordship would be forced to withdraw your recent instructions to me. 
Although I believe 1 succeeded in teanquillising them upon that head, U hited io 
screwing their resolution to the point of nt onceo rdering the reaumption of the original 


baxia of charge. 

T'vns aware that M. de Lesseps was trying to get the question roferred to the Conseil 
Etat, about the most unfit body that could be found for going into such a matter, and 
dotocting, as | thought, a disposition on the part of the Ministers in favour of a proposal 
‘which scomed to a certain degree to save their own responsibility, 1 at onco declared Uhat 
1 should protest against it. 

1 sald that it was now pretty nearly universally admitted that ¢he ultimate revolution 
to be come to in regard to the duos must be preceded by « thorough examination of the 
whole question: the point at pent fn dispute being solely ether the Company in 
hanging theie basis of charge had acted within the terms of the Firman, ax understood by 
the Porte when it was iaued, 

This was not a question that could be decided by the Council of Stato, and tho Porte 
‘could not avoid tho responsibility of pronouncing its own interpretation ; but Safvet Pasha 
has now assured me that the reference to the Conseil d’Etat is not contemplated, 

a the meantime, while tho Porte is hesitating, M. de Lessops ix putting his case 
Defore the public with great ingenuity and_perveverance through the local proas, whieh he 
far secured to his interest, ns wil bo teen from the newspapers of which T have the honour 
to inclase copies, 

Her Majesty's Gove 
England and tho Suez Canal, 


Government. 
‘These accusations are not without their effect, for the Grand Visior has not made 
himself master of the case, aod the weakness of Safvet Pasha's character makes it very 


difficult to inspire him with the nevessary resolution. 


rament are represented as having opencd a ‘naw war between 
i and as setting aside the sovereign rights of the Imperial 


L have, &e, 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Tnclosures in No. 229. 


Extracts from “La Turquie” of March 25 and 27, and April 1 and 2, 1873, 
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No. 230, 
Sir H. Blliot to Earl Granville—(Reeeived April 13.) 


(No. 51. Commercial’) 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 3, 1873. 

THAVE the honour to inclose the copy of a letter that I have reeeived this afternoon 
from M. Girette, stating that the Company of the Messageries Maritimes have resolved. to 
carry their case against the Suex Canal Company before the Cour de Cassation, and 
‘closing a further answer on the signification of the term "tonneau de eapacite” 

Thave, Se, 
Signed) 


Inclosure 1 in No. 


M, Girette to Sir H. Bll 


M.1' Ambassadeur, Pera, te 8 Avril, 187: 

L’ARRET do la Cour d'Appel de Paris n'a. pas dit le dernier mot du litige engagé en 
France entre fox Mestageries Maritimes et In Compagnie du Canal de Suez, Fai Thonveur 
dinformer votre Excellence que le Conseil d’Adiinistration des Messageries a défére cet 
arrit.A Ia Cour de Caasation, eo fant méeonnu. le earaetire de I'Acte de Concession 
de 1856, qui est une loi d'interét public et non pos simplement an contrat privé, et comancrd 
|i violation de la loi Frangaive en imatidre de tonnage maritine 

otro Conseil a pris en outre Jes mesures nécewaires pour fhire dtablir, par les voies 
ile droit, Vimporsibilité matérilic do coneilier la perception de Ja taxe sur la base da gross 
tonnage déclaré Mégitime par 'Arrit du 11 Mare, aves la doctrine que cet Arrét adopte pour 
4h détermination de Is enpacité des navires, Crest un fait qui vera constaté par expertive et 
‘wontreta combien il ext facile d'arriver A des conclusions erronées longue, pour téaoudre dew 

i techniques, on sécarte de Ia ligne trace par Tusaze ot par la Tol. 

Dans ce nouvel incident votre Excellence ne verrai que la résolution de sauvegarder 
Jos droite du commerce maritime; elle rejettera Paccusation geatuite qui impute aux admin. 
itratours des Mestageries un parti pris d’bostilité contre eatreprise du Canals A ces 
poldmiques qui sgitent dans to vide de Ia presse en resaassant des Gquivoques proriées b 
Jour, et des alldgations notoirement inexsctes, j'oppose Vimpartiol et calme langage da 
Miniatére public devant la Cour d'Appel; lox Mesaageries n'ont besoin ui d'autee ddfenscur 
‘niioutre justification, Les conclusions de M. VAvocut Gknéral Homar ont été reproduite 
Par la Gazette dex Tribunanx, Jen prends In libert remettee ci-joint deux exem= 
plaires.A votre Excellence, et Jarréte son attention sur ly demniéee parole du Magistrat 
Fauelunot ay nom de te Yoh Elle nous ramntne b ta veaie question & resoudre A 
Constantinople. 

Creat 4 ta diplomatic seule,” a dit YAvocat Général, “qu'il appartiont de mettre un 
terme & cette situation, Que In Compagnie du Canal ao gare de substituer & cette action 

‘forts do san initiative personnelle, elle s'eoxagerait ainsi dans une voie suns Issue. 
lle compromettrait ninsl «a dignité et ta haute reaomme acquise par dimmortels services 
rendu A Js civilisation on donnant trop souvent A la justice le spectacle de prétensions mal 
fondées.” 

Oui, cela ent vrai, au Gouvernement de Sa Majosté Impériale le Sultan, les Représen- 
tants des Puissances maritimes entendues, il appartiont de régler sommairement. pout 
Vavenir lex rapports du commerce avec 0 Canal 

Lees débats qi Vexécution de I’Acte de Concession 
gue pour ce qui. enaceme lo passé, et seulement dans In mesure des effets qa'une sentence 
Judiciaire peut produire en France; ta Compagnie de Messazories I'a formellomient reconnu, 
et Tes deux parties wos en pleine défércnce A ln décision Impériale, C'eat 
cette division, M. PAmbessadeur, quill ext urgent Wobtenir. Les cousidérstions qui 
doivent la déterminer dans le sens de Vinpartiale justice ont été soumises A Ia Sublime 
Porte dans une sério de documents quo j'si auccessivement communiqués a toutes lex 
Leégations, 

Ii m’a té permis den sontenir les eoaclusions devant 40m Altesse le Grand Vizit et 
supres de son Excellence le Ministre des Affuires Etrangives, qui m'ont aceordé attention 
| plus bicnvelllante, Aujourd’hui, M. "Ambassadeur, vous avez pris en mains, dane 
Fintertt de voy natioowux, la suite A donner A ces questions dont la bonne sclation 
profitera aux intéréts que jai mission de défendte en meme temps qu’ tout le commerce 
‘maritime, 


161 


it is sic ve si portée dans Ja sphire 
Vos collégues oot fait de mime eta discussion se trouve aussi porte 
levée oi, selon Ia remarque du Ministre public, elle peut seulement aboutir. 
: pis facie exe Hone tacoatieg’ ati wa tan feet prendre congé de votre Excelloneeen 
lui offrant mes remerccinents da puissant encouragement qu'elle a donné d mes efforts, 
Derant la Cour d’Appel de Paris crs efforts bien Iégitimes ont 1¢ qualiiés Wiutrigues, Je 
ie releverais pas le mot si je ne vous devais, encore plus qu’ moi-méme, de le repousser. 
Je nen ai rien fat, ren dit, qui n’ait été consigné dans des notes éorites qui ont été toons 
‘commuriquées A mon illustre advermine, devant lequel je me suit constamment effect. 
Et vous me rendrez le témoignaze qu’ aucun moment, tout en défendant le rot ds 
armateurs, je n'ai envisagé comme digne d'dtrerecherché aucune solution qui est 
mettre I existence de Ia Compagnie du Canal, mais qui ne menagedt pas i cet 
ue envepse i eapetve doo posers se et dumb Ni votre Excess 3 
Soeon autre chef de ilssion & Constantinop jenfaurait encourngé dautre visée. Les adminis- 
trateur des Messageries nen ont jamais cu d'autre. Veale, te: 


Gignd) GIRETTE. 


S—Je demande & votre Excellence ta permission do lui adrosser ci-joint dow 
aachans ‘ten seit mémoite des consalls. juridiques de nin Compagnio wur In 


signifiention des mote * tonne de enpucité” oi 


Lnclosure 2 in Ne 
Cour d'Appel de Paris: Premiére Chambre, 
M, Gilardin, Premier Prévident ; M. Britre-Valigny, Président ; M, Hemar, Avocat-Général 


ayeries Maritimes & la Compagnie du Cunal de 


Derniéve Réponse par a Compagnie der Mev 


ots * tonneau de eapacité” derite dans I'Acte de Concession de lx 
wpagnie Universelle da Canal Maritime de Sucat 


* Qo sigsiliont les 
= 


e d'une note remito A Ia Cour an nom do ta Compagnic de Sues, et 

‘elle payée d'un commentaire, 
welt ataueal Ie question quis daas cette formule vynthétique, résaune Yo procs tout 
oa répoudre »— 
‘Nous la reprenons une demiére fols, A notre tour, ¢t nous allons y répon ' 
1, Par la sguifcation qu'atirbuent” ces mote *tonoeau de enpacité” He langage d 
ice des lois, le langage dos Traités, lo langage des arnéts, Untorpretation 


posent Ia raison et In nécomité 

Par interpretation qu'en ont donné, pendant dix ans, soit M, de Lesseps, soit la 

Compagnie de Suez elle mene : nous pourtions y xjouter Taveu miwe gut s'chappe 
encore, malgré elle, de ses protestations, tant est impéricuse Ia force de ln vérité! 


1. Le Sens dee Mots 


c Lesseps a falt rigor, oo plutdt 0 rédigé en Frungais Je Firman de Concession 
ia toies tole, on qentealnedse Prange Se mote qels'y erourent: "tonnent do 
creat de Lesxeps @ dooné 2 sa Compoguio un earttare cosmopaltes i Ia Boame 
“Compagnie Universe?" or, comment entend-on partout ces mols: “"Tonneaux de 

see 
Pen France, comme ches tovtes les nations martes, Ja réyonte stl ine 
Tonnean de capacité, c'est V'unité dont le multiple, déterminé par la jauge légale 
représente la faculte moyenne de transport d'un navire, en d'autres termes sa capacit 
 Secieoe, bases jauge ou de capscité, sont termes qui. se corre: 
felt se SS, aun eu ta elation fatime et rece qui exo sate le but 
(21) 2 





‘ieee Brozose Vopératon, Je procédé qu'elle met en ceuvre pour Watteindrs, et le réaultat 
Crest ce que déclare le “ Parero™ signé par le commerce maritime de Marseille, 


ce a irement al i 
aa yee We dmontee clairement ML, Merchant dans Te commentaire que nous avons 


Crest ce que manifeste la loi Italisnne qui, voulant exprimer unité 
multiple varié représentera le tonnage Iégal ‘de davis, a pomme’tonnent de 
ome ner fanmas® Meal de chaque navi, Is nomme “tonneau de 
‘est co que proclame, moins expressiment mais virtuelle i 
Cité conetay eu 1860, entre la France et Fee ees ee 
eat co quo Varrét rendu par Ia Cour de Poitiers, en 1539, ‘ 
rete c $39, pose & Tetat d'axiome 
ora teaté, en réuniseant ces deux mots comme équivalents: **touncaux de jauge ow de 
Seat ee qu’s constamment reconnu la Compaunie de Suex elton 
lerons tout & Vheure), jusqu'au jour of les nécemsités de sn pret 
entrainge A séparor par un abime imaginaire expression "tonneau 
Vexprossion “tonnean de capacité"—en ajoutant toutetoin & cette demnitre le 
‘in de se fairy illusion et de s'encouragor & une entreprise impossible. 
Ainsi, la langue Frangaise atteibue aux mots tounewux de eupaci 
constants, et Vinterprétation universelle consacre cette signification,  Négociants, 
Publicist, Législatours, diplowates, juriscouultes, et magistrate, tous, a quelque pays 
q's sopartiennent, quand il Tencontent ces mot, v altachent le méine ves onan 
pacité ou de jaugo, c'est I ple, déterming a 
see cee, est Funlté dont le multiple, déterainé par la jugs lial, repre: 
‘Nous pourrions nousarniter A cettescule constatation, 


du procts, & moine qu'on prétende qué pour intorpriter loi ou cont 
tenir man compte des expreasions quay truveat, den noleates wens ooo 


en violenter lo 
besoin, deo substituer ou d'en ajouter d'autres, Dae 


‘Toutefoin cette constatatioo, ai péremptoire qu’ 

is, wstatation, ai péremptoire qu'elle nous parainse, ne nous sufllt pas : 
a sro a ran te ein enn tap 
comployds par te Firman out bien le acns que nous venons de. pricier, agus entendoce 
Uémontror qu’ils ne peuvent pos avoir ua autre sens. 


meme (nous le rappel- 
tention nouvelle Yont 


parce quielle suffit A la solution 


Ml, La Raivon. 


“tonneau,” employé tout seul, a un seas indétermi eet 
Meniation, i fat le Rronihe par un autre mot. aplagis cae 
sein du commerce maritime, dans les relations entre négociants, expéiiten 
armateurs, quand il wagit de Gxcr par avance le prix quo I'an palera i ‘autre saa 
teanaport d'un ehargement effeetf, il faut bion arrtter Punité qui servira de bare ab calcul 
ii prs total oti ext clair que los parties contractantes soat libres de choisir celle qui 
‘Toutes lox fole que, dans Ia pratique, Vunité convenue eat unité des pots, 
ulog., elle epoit communcment Te nom de tonne ou tonneau de poids, tonne ou to as 

ees ajoutons que lorsque cette unitd est celle qui priside anx contrate de transports, 
ke ananee ourant upprime ta tation acoesre quien prise I nature—Toane os 

u (sans qualification) sentendent dono de ta tonne ou tonneau de poids, 

Stacea ae ne de la tonne ow tonneau de poids, de la touse 

Dans les citconstances od la eargison représente un polds Kiger sous un vol 
considrable, unite de poids raha les intdetts de Tarmatege & moles de rebh Paget 
libre normal entre lo poids et le volume par des équations qui exigeraiont des caldyls 
compliqués ol pourrnient e gtisser dea erreurs d'uppréciation. Dans ce ens, le caractére 
pprédominant do la enrgaison vient aussi prédominer dans le eootrat ; Vunité qui y priside 
fst son plus Vonité de poids, mais do volume (144 matre cube), et elle prend alors fe nom 
de tone (ou tonneas) dencombrement 


“Tonneau do poids ou de mer,” ou seulement * tonnes0;" * tonnean d'encombrement,” 
{elles sont Jes deux unités différentes qui, suivant tu nature de la cargaison, esrvexe de hace 


Aux contrats de transports maritimes, avec oo caractére commun, esentiel A rctenis, que 


None ou Fautre unité applique & une carguiaon effeative et quo 
‘application repose ur une ralité absolument certaine. "” “°*™a¥emment Te ealeat 


* 11 eat bie enter ie nove 


hap es ation Ii des babiuleg do lngage dats te pratique eomuercale. Dane le 


rane ou toboena tot Gaur, et nlors ov solo par hla teane ox We tonewe egal 
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Cela dit, od done le mot “tonneau de capacité" trouve-t-il sa place? Nalle part, 
Jesqu'a présent! : : 
aa appartient A un ordre de choses tout différent et il répond A une idée toute spéciale, 
Sion veut le rencontrer et Ini donner & son tour sa signification, il faut sortir du domaine 
‘commercial et pratique, pour entrer dans le domaine légal ot fiscal. 

Expliquons nous : = 

Quand In lol s'est oceupée d'établir Te régime Gscal dios navires ot de fixer les bases 
des perceptions auxquelles ils seraient assujétis, elle pouvait sarréter aux cargaisous réclles 
{que les navires emportent ii In sortie des ports ou rapportent leur retour. Elle wurait 
fins! fait reposcr les perceptions sur des bases certaines comme celles qui servent aux 
contrats de transports—Ie tonneau de mer ou le tonneau d'encombrement—ot elle cut, par 
Li, riguureusement proportionné lex charges fiscales de chaque navire & ses produits 
effectifs. “ 

Elle ne Ta pas voulo—de tout temps, ce quelle u entenda atteindre cost (ox 
Wattachant principalement A 1'élment da volume) non pas la eapacité utillséo du navire, 
mais sn capacité utilisable; non pas ce qu'il contient et tmasporte, mais cc qu’il pout 
contenir et transporter ; non pas ses tonncaux eflectife, mais son tonnas 

(Or, le prineipe étant pos, il s'agissalt d’on régler V'application, et atest lit que la tol 
rencontrait des difficultés de toute oature, parce quelle abandopnait le terrain fixe des 
faits récls, pour sfaventurer sur Jo terrain douteux et mobile des apprécintions 

jecturales, i 
oe ‘Tersin donteux et mobile, disons-nous. a effet, Iu capacité utilixable d'un navire 
est pas In miéme que la capacité vtilisable d’an nutre navire ealgué sur te promier et 
présetant mathéeatiquerment le mime vide, si tous deux ne roprésentent point le mbme 
~ 
‘Bien plus! la capacité utilisable d’un méme aavire n'est pax la méme doux jours de 
oak 7c ar 6 ant la cargaleo qwil va reeevoir, suivant In longucur de tn traverse 
Wil doit accomplir, méme suivant les mers ob il devra sTengnger, meme suivant 1a saison 
ul Uy attend. Pour les navires A vapeur surtout, et pour te meme navire, 'énrt est 
souvent éaorme, Nous avons démontré, oa plutdt moatré cette vérité Emécusable et nous 
MF Tone pouvaie dono faire la Wi? Stattachant A determiner la capacité constamment 
ttilisable de tous les navires, elle ne pouvait fixer ce qui, de sa nature, cat exscntiellomont 
mobile, ni saisir co qui ext essenticllemont insaisixsable, Kile a fait Tn seule chose qui fit 
en son’ pouvoir: elle a procédé par In méthode empirique & ta recherche d'une quotité 
‘moyenne qui we ry Jit le. plox possible de la vérité;_ ellen ainsi trouvé le rapport 
moyen de la capacite utilisable nu vide total des novires, et alors elle w déyragé Ia formule 
ii exprimal en pour Maposer commne ‘role wniforme nu jaugenge egal 
eat fe tonnage legal de chaque navire. i 

Creat cet onlre d'idden tout particulier, A coe npprévintions conjecturales, (ondées 
sur don données empiriquos, cext A cette réglementation générale, nécewsairement ot 
également arbitraire, que corre pondent ces expressions spéciales de founge. tonneau: 
de jauge ou de capacité, comme tout-A-lheure les expressions “tonneau de im 
* tonneau d'encombrement” répondalent aux opérations réelles et aux chargements effectits 
ds equ rest done Ta Compagnie de Suez, et pourquoi, en violeatant Ie sene dex ots, 

rive teello i ae briser contre la raison ? g . 

Se aarce qu'elle veut aunalgomer ensomble deux ordres didées nom seulement distinctes, 

ee ‘Qquielle veut traduire A son profit ta capacité utiliséo par un navire pour un 

voyage et pour ute cargnison déterminge, en capacité utilisable pour tous voyngos et pour 
tes cargaisons, 

on Paree quelle vout accoupler ensemble le fait rel et Vappréciation moyen 

Cost-idire deux choses qui pouvent sc comparer, mais qui ne peuvent jamais se 

eonfandre, E : 

Parce qu’elle veut voir dans Ia quantité de tonneanx, soit de poids soit deacorntre- 
ment, que tel navire porte ou aioes ‘A an jour donné, Hexpression des tonieaux 


‘ou de ja i est Kégalement grevé. 5 
eae lead In sptre des réglementations gales et Vinton 
qui, ict comme le plus souvent, ne peuvent reposer que sur des données moyennes, 
Fexactitude rigoureuse que comporte seul la réalité de chaque fat epé 90 
‘Crest parce qu'elle poursuit toutes ces impossibilités que 1» Compagnie de Suez se 
theurte partout contre les mots, contre les choses, et contre In raison. 
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Elle altdre Je texte du contrat en ajoutant le mot "réel"" au mot “tonneau de 
‘eapacité,” et ce mot qu‘elle joute ainsi hurle avec ceux auxquels elle Taceouple 

Bile imagine I eapacité utilisable réelle, et cette création, telle quelle Ta congvit, 
Cestdire comme Vexpression dune vérité constante, est une chimére! 

Elle atteste le tonnage réel (ear cet bien aur Ie tonnage da navire et now pas sur 
son changement en tonnenux effectifs qu'elle entend prélever son tribat), elle atreste le 
tonnage eve) pour en opposer la sincénté aux mensonges du toanage légal, et elle ne volt 
poiat qu'il ne peut pas y avoir dautre tonnage que le tonnage legal 

Elle déaonce ta Loi Francoise comme légalisant la frande, et de méme quielle ne sent 
ps combien un pareil langage est étrange A une baren Francaise, elle ne vat pas quiel le 
Premier inet dela Tol evt tre rigourcuso jusjura in lite ot ele eeascralt W'étre juss 
uisque les perveptiona de notre fixe n’ont dautre base quo le tonnage legal t 

(Endo, ports ave asim un instant le nebo tonnage reel, elle ne s'spergoit pas 
qu'elle lo lalse Wen vite sévanouie wu contact de Timplacable névemite des theses at 
Uien qu'elle reprend, sans plox dembarras, le toonage Ideal comme unique base de ses 
Pereeptions, 4 contentant, de supprimer arbitrairement la déduotion de 40 pour cent face 

a lol pour les machines et to ctirbon des navires A vapeur, et dlasgraver alnel de 
56 pour cent lo poids du tribut maximua que leur impose le Firman? 

bien! oette dernidre tentative est aussi ilidgale que sont vains tous les efforts 
iargumentation mis en euvro pour la colores 

Ta Compagnie pouvait, comme In loi, choisir l'assletie de wes perceptions: elle 
pouvait Tétablir sur te changement effect den navires, cest-d-dire sur le hombre wel 
‘tes tonnenux passant dans son canal, 

Pas plus que la ll lle ne fx vou comune ta loi, lle a préfieé prcever son tribut, 
‘pon cn raison do la capasité utilise, mais en raison de ta capacité utillables non sat hey 
tonneau, mais sur le tonnage, 

Or, it n'y pas d'autro tonnage quo le tons Kya, parce que le tonnage d'un 
havire repose nécesauiement sur U'ppréciation arbitraire dune moyenne et que Tarbitraite 
(dans to sens juridique du mor bien enteada) n'est pormis qa’ la lo 


Ml, LiInterprétation dounde peasant diz ane i CArticle 17 du Firman par M, de Lesneps ot 
par la Compagnie elle-mé 


Ici, la déinonstration ost trop évidente et elle prend un cametére trop personael pour 
qu'il soit utile ot bienséant d'insister. Nous roppelons seulement +=. 

1. Les déclarations formetlos sotennellement produitos danis 1a croisade que M. de 
Lessepa a i courigeusewent promenge en Angleterre pendant année 180) et quil 
a.consiznées, & tite reposée, dans le volume dédié aux grands pouvoirs du Royauine Oni. 
On walt avee quelle metteté om y affirme en son nom que les perceptions & fuer suroat 
pour base le tonnage Iégul (* registered tonnage"). 

spa e, Simervations qui se retronvent daos le rapport deeisé par M. de Lesseps 
n 1868,—an moins dans Héditlon contemporaine et avant quelle uc fli umewdée par une 
suppression rvgrottable. "On salt avee quelle netteté M. de Lemeps y proclame In teooeane 
He choi ence lex jauges légales de France, d’Angleterre ou Amérique, le type auquel 
doven dtre rameué te tonnage gal des wavires: passant & Suex: on aait aut Vertue 
Fatriotique qui Ventrave A signaler au Ministre, comme vin grave pedjudice pour notte 
marine; la loyauté rigoureuse de cette jauge Migale Frangsiso quien son nom co dénonee 
aujourd ‘hui comme Vexpression div metisonge et comine un instrument de fraudet 

5, ‘Les constatations si précises de M. Ramond, Adminiatratear des Douanes et l'un 

Consile de la Compagnie do Suee, dans son rapport & In Convalasion institude par 

ste Lessepn cx 1870: if reconnalt expremément eo que nous avons établl plus haut 
avoir que “tonnean do Jauge ou de eapreité,” *jauge egule;” " tonnage officel "sont 
(outer cxpresions s'appliquant au méme onlre Widdes et procédant de la mdmo opéeation, 
11 ajoute seulement “quit ex éit au moins ainsi jusquisy jour ot le jaugeuge legal a dee 
Volontairement fiussé par latol . . . . "edmme ai—(en admettant qu'an senblable 
reproche pit dtre conronablement et justement adressé & la Tol}—comme si le sens des 
mots aurait chingé parce que les opérations quils expriment auraient altéré los résultats 
antéricurs! 

‘Noos ous arrétons li, at copendant, comme nous le disions an commencement de 
ectle note, nous serious tents aejouter que, josave dans ces déclarations suprémes aux 
queies la Compagnic do Suex a fit, in extrema, Vhonneur d'une publiation’particlioes, 
elle Inlose encore fehipper,& son inst. Ia manifestation de ses interprétations ingens, 


Que Tou réalive, en lft, attentivement la lettre crite par M. de Lesseps, 
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yssenaers pour provoquer son témoignage et Ia réponse elle-méme:—d travers 
Tobacco ms Inqoalle ors oct dee tomber en voulant concilier des 
idées incovciliables, voici Ia wérté qui ven dégaze. . 
see erorgios ors da premier Frman de 651 M. de Lessops avait songé a fave reposer 
Tasiette des pereeptians sur les changements effects des navies. C'est au moins e& que 
one & penser le inémoire qui a précéié cet acte et dane Iequel le mot “tonne” peut 
Sappliquer aa chargement Tél, "Crest ce que semble confirmee aussi fa polémique de 
AM Bacthdiemy Sxint-Uilare qui attache & demontrer 1a quantité progressive. dex tonnes 
dde worchandises qui s'acheminent effectivement vers I'Inde- < 
Mais, en 1856, ct quand il s'asit etablir défnitivement In base des perceptions 
futures, Si. do Lesseps rélléchit sana donte que si son entreprise pouvait eapérer de temps 
A nutro un lange tribut de tel ou tel navire dont le changement riel offrait une riche 
rooimon, elle naurait rien & attendye de ceux qui passoraient h vide ct que nes, provisions 
arraicat Cre singuligrement ehtaméer par telle ov telle combinaison qu'imaginerst 
Pr Th aescoems, lak os Wseplh =a on" Pn a Ep So 
tonneait de eupacité da Firman de 1856; eest--dire que lo chargement réel ft plnco a 
tonnage legal. 3 
Ae rau tot on apie cabo, M. do Lame, fee cone 
: he Vexpressin de tonnage de eapacité lor a 
Pale Crtaviey malo, Fion ch cial Uaont elle: Sooe clan maps aden nt 
four avon vu que fx capacité wilaable rélle d'un ravie, won prétenden tir un atribut 
constant do ce navire, et une chinive ioassisable, puiaque aa capacité utiliaablo, A Métat 
‘constant, ne peut reposer que sur des dosinéer moyennee dont Ia Loi seule pout rigler Ia 
formule. 


WW. 


multe ve nouvenw A cette considérmtion qui. pour tenter d’émouvoir la Cour, 
‘est venue oa ‘dans ta réplique de M, Allow, une place si inottendue P=lviimpossbilitd 
de respocter, avec la jauge Prangaive en vigueur au tooment du Fitmaa, on, avec a jaige 
Anglo-Prancaive actuelle, Jes conditions @aalité qui sont la premiére Laide a Compagnie! 
* Commune procice done ta Compagnie on ce moment? Ell relive suv les papier de 
bord e tonnage afield chaque nave, quedque national qv apariene, et pr 
baréme analogue & celui adopté aux bouchos du Danube, elle ramine oe tonvage an type 
qu'elle s'est personnellement approprié. Par eo proohdé de calonl trés-aimpla, elle établit 
insinntandineat Isai ; : : 

Comment procélera tlle quand 1a Cour Yaura ramenée, ainsi que nous Fespérans, & 
exécution de son contrat? Eile reldvera sur les paplers de bord fe tonuage allel de 
‘chaque navire, et par le baréme appliqué aux bouches da Danube, elle raménera ce tonnage 
au type Frangais ou au type Anglo-Frangais, & son choix, L'égalté sem toot aussi 

pulousement rexpectée. 
eee b pga che ype seabtdre s concretion au Hew dtttee le type 
discrétionnaire que In Compagnie s'est arrog6 en usu vant les attributions do la souwerninets 

joutons rien pas meme quiun tel écart Curgumnentation n'est certainement pw 
une tentative de surprie, was quit attesta A queleefurtsd'lusions la Compagnia do Stet 
cnet rule! 

Un dermier motr— - fs 

Non pas, certes, pour protester contre les reprochos d'égoiame ot Wiagralitude qui ont 
48 si vabdnentement accect és contre In Comypngaie des Mexaagertce Marina 

our atime quelle n'a point fill aus ves exleuls de coavoitie, au devo 

Titcst evote sompevadis.qus, plas, une coces eat Debi phe 
pronte & dex moyenn exténcure ot factices tn foroe, dont ‘lle so sent déahsriteo 
Ehandonner A clc-mémes cos cbjurgitions ausal infuses qoimptienaten i faut aner 
t'agiter au debors aca pessicas qui se taoraleat feasohtr Teorelate de fa Cours 

“ Cependant, au milieu de ces excitations regretiables, il eat un, sentiment quo In 
Compagnie de Suez peor légitimement invoquer : c'ort la vite sympathle qui attache & 
‘one création dont le monde entier recueille le bienfait ot dont le France peut s’enorgucillir, 
Ce seatiment-Ii, M.de Lesseps, heurcux initiateur de cette grande entreprive, ¥ a un drolt 
sans réserve, et nous, les premiers, nous ne saurione, un soul instants ni fe tol refuscr ni le 
Tol mesarer. ae 
or Sal, en nocompliaant leur qurre de justice, lex angstrts x'nt ont s'émouvoie 
des destindes difficiles auxquelles la Joi originnire de In Concession semblerait condamner 
Ja Compaznie de Suez; ils n'ont méme point i se demander si ses deceptions Bont pint 

[22t) 2 





eu leur source, au moins la plus tristement feonde, dans des illusions inexplicables ou dans 
des fautes personnelles. Non! ta Cour n'a point & se préaceuper de ces pénibles = 
tives ni de ces dificiles problémes. Nous fayons dit xt nouse rendioasen eee 
| Justice appartient le passé; au Khédive et au Sultan apparticut lavenir. Il est loisible 
a leur pouvoir souverain d'élargir par une nouvelle oi les perceptions, sil vient & ttre 
Feconnu quielies ne sont pas actuellement suffisantes pour defrayer la vitalité de 1a 
Compagnie. Les Messogeries Maritimes eroient pouvoir compter que cette nouvelle loi, 
0 autorisant sur Jes droits de navigation une élévation temporaire, respecterait les droite 
acquis; qu'elle respecteruit également Vautorité que les Puissunces elles memes reconnete. 
‘seat aux papiors de bord; et quenfin elle ne serait pas rendue sans qu'ensscat ét6 équitable- 
ment écoutés les représentants de cos grands intértts qui s'attachent au commurce da 
monde, Duns tous les cas, les Messagerics Maritimes recerralent la loi de qul peut la faire, 
ct elles ne Ia subiraicot pas, par surprise, de ces riglements diserétionnaires «jul violentent 
les contrats sous prétexte de les interpréter et qui, dans cette voie d'urbitraire sans limites, 
pourraicnt, selon leur bon plasir, accumuler usurpations sur usurpations. 
ign) A. MATHIEU, 
JULES NICOLET. 
(Sign) Panta, Avoud, 


Nous venons de relire la “ simple note” qui est ea co moment remise & Cour au nom 
de la Compagnie de Svea, 

La Compagnie y donne une forme nouvelle A cotte étrange confusion des mots et des 
‘choses que nous Yenone de pourwivre dats notre répoose. 

Elle commence par bien difinir*tonneaa d’encombeement” (14 m.) qui sert.quelque= 
fole Cuité dane los contruts do transport (page %); pals ello explique quien disiant ta 
capocité utiisable du navire par cette unité (1-44 m.) on a Yo tonnage reel de cv onvire en 
fonnenux de capacitd wels:—e'estidire, que lo * tonneau dencombrement,” appliqué 
comme unité itn jauge du naviee, devient le “tonneau de capacité” preserit parla kd de In 
concession comme base des perceptions. 

On Ie volt, creat toujours Je méme aysthme, consistant & confondre deux termes aussl 
difiéronts H'an de Fautre que lew choses qu’ils expriment. 
ratte” nnen encombrement, c'est le volume réel que représente une murchandise 

Le touncau de capacité ou de jauge, c'est Munité qui exprime par son multiple to 
tonnage légal da navire, e'est-ladire la faculté moyenne qui lal est Hégalement reconnu de 
contenit et de transporter, dans fes voyages lex plus dissemblables et dans les conditions les 
plus varides, les canguisons les plus diflérenten. 

Co que la Compaynio tente jusqu’a In dernidre heure, c'est de transporter le domaine 
des réalités commerciales dans le domaine dex moyennes légales et d'appliquee de force & 
clue’ In langue do celui-ti. 


—— a 


No. 251, 
Sir H. Eliot to Bart Grancille.—(Received Aprit 13.) 


(No. 63. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 4, 1873. 

1 COMMUNICATED to my Austrian aod Mulian colleagues’ your Lordship's 
despatch, Commercial, No 24 of the Sth ultimo, in reference to the Suex Canal docs, 
ud the former his addressed « note to the Porte of a tenour very similar to that iu which 
Thad conveyed your Lordship's instructions to the Tmperial Government. 

‘The Italian Ministor is about to do the sane. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) "HENRY ELLIOT. 


Se 
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No, 282, 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville {Received April 13,) 


eos eet 
THE inclosed letter from M. de Lesseps has appeared in the “Levant Hera of 
this evening, commenting upon a suinmaty of the note which I recently addressed to the 
Porte upon the Sues Canal des, which was published inthe ame paper, 
With reference to the last paragraph of M. de Lesseps' letter, it mony be hardly 
necessary for me to state that tbe summary of my ote was not published with my know 


edge or consent, 


L have, &es . 
(Signed) MBNRY ELLIOT. 


————__—_—__—_—_ 
Inclosure 1 in No 282, 


Betract from the“ Lecant Herald” of April 4, 1873. 


Plea te 9 Awril 1878. 

mt o précis dune note adressée par 

VOUS avez pubiié dans votre numéro du 31 Mars te précis due note adrossée par 

Sir Henry Eliot & la Sublime Porte au aujet de la taxe de tonnage de la Compagnie di 
Pe paice sa répondre, par la voie de votre journal, k co pricin en ajoutant & 

suger iropres observations °— 
meetin 1 "ke Course! de eve resonate apple A I Subline Porte 
qu'elle seule a lo droit de commenter le Firman de Concession et de Vinterpréter d'ane 
maniére lnnge et Aquitable.” 

‘Nous sommes daceord 


‘ - vi 
lo drt de Sa Majosté Impériale le Sulton dinterpriter, wi 
y contestation, lea termes de son Firman de Concession, Resto & savoir co que 


“tmnanitre large.” Afia de me prémanir contre toute ambiguité de langage, je 
soteod Pie A prccat cas Ice er, elguata no sont pax inervane Rote conti 
aaa d'une part, a nccordé lo concession, de Vautre part impord des ae aune 

(été Guancitee: qu'enfin cos tiers sont tenus de fournir Ix preuve qu’ils ont prouvé des 
Mommages de notre fait et que la Compagnie, qui dit en rigle vis-b-vis do Souvorain, 
secur fe coucesslon, ne slest pas mise en réghe avec le public en nrobservant pus 
termes du Firman de Concession. i Se er, 

‘ 1 question aujounthul ne %0 limite pas A tn taxe ov sy 
mann Ls Gouricnonect imnpértel ain avize Bor plow inporant Hay accord 

a et le pis 6ltablement powible A tous is navtes sane dtinetion de 
pavilion, thet eft tent provoquer la ranign une Commision compos de svants 
fe d'hommnes expérimentés pour résudre ce probldwe. | LAnglterre approuve ex not 
4 Gouvecnement Imperial ot elle expen Tespoir que le choi we porter er des homo, 

jont l'opinion fait atorité on parcille matit q eun changer e ie 
roe Sean de ta pect iairaaicenle projet ie. En ce qui eee - 
Slangementsderiérement effects ya a Compagni Cana, dane be pereetion da 
Je Gouvernernent de la Reine exprime espolr qu'avant dexhmiver sl la C 
E Gearemene grocer Te pele Slime Torte Vengagernit brevenir nu mode 
Pr edad Se hits que al eu Thonneur de préenter& ln Sabine Porte, fe 17 Janvier 
Ne résule des alts qui vienneat re axon que fs gare 
rangers n'ont le droit d’interprétor les termes te de - nN 
oem aa du Canal de ar, ni a ceotester la Aégalite i Te eeteeies 
‘droit uppartient exelusivement, suivant les for 
Sdimnistrative a le souneraiete du tendtoie ot la conection a &é accordée ct ot elle 
EO : io eoncessionnaire ser 
at, {tre fin & toute contestation, la Compagnic . 
reconesuote h BE ajene Toyéle septs ave proooct seuterinenent sur ote 
Sroit d'appliquer la taxe de navigation ‘d'aprés les ealouls de la tonne de capacité. El 





rut bien inviter toutes les Puissances maritimes & l'occasion de Ja taxe de navigation sur 
te Canal de Suez, & réunir une Commission qui serait appelée & définit pour Tavenin, dane 
aniee vraie, &quitable et égale pour les pavillons de toutes les nations, la capacité rile 
ct utlisable des navires, en dehors de lespane quill est juste de réserver pour Vaquipage, Ies 
agris et apparaux et machines des navires. 

“ Lo Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de Suez sers heureuse de concourit, 
avec un représentant du Khédive d'Ezypte et sous les auspices de Sa Majesté, i la solution 
officielle d'une question aussi intéressante pour le commerce général. Son’ Président ee 
‘met ontidrement dans ce but & la disposition de Ia Porte.” 

Divers Gouvernements partagent Vopinion qui vient tre exprimée de ne pas 
contondre Ia. question netuelle de Ja taxe de navigation da Canal de Suez avec la reunion 
de la Coromission Internationale et de surbordonner cette réunion i la décision antérioure 
tle In xouvernineté territoriale au sujet des réclamations concernant V'exécution d'un contrat 
asd entro cette souveruineté et une Compagule Esyptionne formée par des capitant 


Atrangers 
Si le Cabinet Anglais persistait dans son prétentiou, la Commission Internationale ne 
Pourrait jamais 4e réunir par te défaut d'adhéaion de la Majorité des Puissances waritimes. 
“ette considération regarde diilleurs uniquement. ty diplomatic. La Compagnie. de, Seog 
Wa pas a s'en préoccuper actuellement ; mais ce qui ta conceme spécialement dat ce 
‘moment, c'est lox¢cution de son contrat 

Sir Henry Elliot demande a In Porte une chose impossible loriqu’il sollicito, avee plus 
7a moine de pression politique, un ordre pour faire rentrée la Compagnie de 'Sucr dane 
Tnpplication d'un tarif snnoves comme étant provisoire et pour lobliger A nbandosner ue 
dori hat Sonsuers par les termes explicies du Firman de Concesiou., Il ne fat pas 
Oublicr quo des sctiounaires étmogers, arms de leur Firman et d'un arrét de leur 
Hugistenture, demandent seulement Vexdoution dex conditions publiques, en verte 
dlesquelles ils ont apporté des capitaux comvidérubles pour Paccomplissement dune aera 
recoonue utile iV Empire Ottosnan et nu commerce de tous lew pays: 

Section 3. Le Gouvernement Anglais ne conteste nullement i Ia Sublime Porte son 
droit d’autoriser une augmentation de. taxe, pas plus guile couteste Is nationale 
Ottomane de la Compagnie da Canal, Cependant iI obscrvs que les utérbts dow Grows 
Puivances tnaritinves so0t engnads dans cotio question, que, sur la fol du Firwan de 1aGe, 
Tatifiant Vacte de concession duu Khédive, graal nombre te batimenta ont été coustraite ot 
Tie Ata & travers le Canal et que ie prijudice weralt iautcuse wi par suite d'imprns 
tious exeessives, Je Canal était ferné & eve navires—préjudices que la Worte ne voude 
ertainetnent pas infliger nu commerce, 

11 eat vatisfasant de voir We Gouvernement Britancique reconnultre le droit de la 
Sublime Porte d’autoriser uno augmentation da tarif de la Compagnie. "Toutefi 
ss 4 crude que I Compagnie de Sues sollte cette nutoneern 
Fan dummandé st oblenu une surélévation de 1 fr, mais elle n'en m pas profit, aya 
[ler grand intérdt A ne pas inquiéter le commerce, qui redoute toujours Nacertituds, Le 
Compagnie ne sait avoun gré & ceux qui offrent ati Gouvernement Ottoman de lul veair ce 
i te cette munidee: Kew teen n'ont tien & nove offre ot nous n'avors ven 4 acceptor 
deus. La Compagnie de Svee ext ‘une Coupagnie Ubre de toute subvention; elle ne 
demande Tuesstonce de perwnne ui d’aycun Bint: elle ne veut que Vexécution de ane 
Content elle wen rapport & Ia haute justice de Sa Majenté Impériale pour déciier ni elie 
seat Geuttéo de von content, cfext-Audire a ello w appliqué aa perception ‘apr Ia tonne de 
copwité déGnie par Article 17 du Firman de Concession de 18860 Ines ‘pas exact de 
tire qe, aur ls (ol du Femon de 1866 ratiant. Acte de Concession du Kbeive (de 1950) 
Frannie Mambro de bitiments ont €ré coaxtruts en vue da trafic da Canal, L’Angletern> 
isa, PAs construit wa seul novice, avant 1869, en Yue de Texéeution do Canal, ayel 
lle n'a er que lorguil a G6 ouvert et froquenté, dans la peemidre anne, par see stations 
ancienne construction, 

Or, plusiears mois avant ouverture (17 Novembre, 1809), Je commence dr monde 
htier avait 616 averti, par FArticlo 1 ds Réglement de Navigation da Canal, quela tane ne 
10 fr: par tonne de enpacité seruit pergue provisoirement sur les papiers vie bord, vais 
‘o’elle devait en principe dtre ealeakée sur Je tonnage réel dew navires. 

‘Le meilleur téinoisoage de Ja vérité de ce que nove arAuGION est le produit. successif 
dev rveattes da Canal” Ce produit été seulement en Janvier 1870 dle '200000 fea 
Janvier US71 do 400,000 fr, en Janvier 1872 de 1,000,000, et en Janvier teen 
Peete chit transformation de la maring commerciale  sbivi Vouvertare du Canal et ne 
"a pas préckdée, 

wr et a'tonner que le sepedsentant d'un pays dont In riehesse et la puissance 
‘épendent cle In Wiberté et de Yinitiative di commerce demnnde h porter attoote hig 
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liberté d'un tarif coosacré en faveur de Ia Compagnie par un Acte de Concession sous la 
‘ouaition dun maximum quelle ne peut Apacer et. quelle n'a pas passé. 

Lintérét de la Compagnie sera son meilleur guide et son plus stir conseiller; elle sera 
tovjours moins fecal qu'un Gouvernement, et just présnt les hommes qu Ia ditigent 
font donné assez de preuves de leur désintéressement et de leur libéralisme potr avoir & so 
défendre de youlvir infliger des préjudices au commerce. 

Liberté pour Ia marine de paster ou de‘ve pos passer par le Canal ouvert & tous les 
pavitlons & des conditions égales! 
Be aarp Coane a bee vvaatiin oa edie a mcceeaie 
obligations da Firman de Concession et des statuts, sous la surveillance de l'autorité teri 
torinle ¢t sans aucune ingérence étrangére | s 

Tels sont les droits que nous invoqaons. Nous n’avons pas duutre exigence. 

Section 4, ** Une fois que T'uniformité da tonnage aura été établie et que Ja Commis- 
sion projetée aura émmis Tops nouveau Firman A tn Compagnie autorisant 
Vnuginentation de la taxe, 1a Sublime Porte ne perdra pas de vue les intéréts des urmateurs 
et spécialement coux des batenux destings aux transports des passagers sur lesquels pase 

i lourdement In taxe primitive,” Ho 
Propricté des actionnaires. Personne ne peut disposer decette proprité sans leur consente- 
ment, Si les antnnteurs ont des désire ad formuler, ils peuvent sudresser & In Compagni 
4qul rera toujours disposée i concilicr lew inténtts de aon existence et de sa prospérité avee 
Jew plox grandes facilités popsibles A sccorder uu commerce. Lnutorité souveraine ne 

ut que maintenir Vexcoation des rigles qu'elle a prescrites et qui ont é&6 nccoptéos par 
[es sucociés dla Teatreproe. ila Compageit ¥ Gara do conrige, personne no contonteralt 
wt Gouvernement Ottoman le droit de les faire observer. 

== ts tins Porshe oa oe tet Pea eH ‘Compagnic, qui demande 
seulement lexéoution du Firman de 1856, qui, en cette cirvonstance, delare tout. fait 
inggulier le consentement, le concours ow lo refs d'un Ktat étrangee dans Tapplication de 
son tari, . 

WBicteu O°" Lx wale Sretads eosin Cees dar ae Modministention de ta 
Compagnie ve permettmit pas des réductions qui dispenseraicnt de Vaugmentation du droit 


Co paragraphe, d'aprés mes informations, a été fort adouci si on Te compare au texte 
de is note erigitale; Je ul pond simplest que la Compagnie public tous tos ans lex 
détails de sex comptes présentées aux assombléos générales dos aotionnaires ; que Tes fda 
personnages Anglais qui ont visité le Canal et dtudié nov comptes ont aouvent déclaré 
devant wo inadseurs quel Teatro ays &é exéeutée par leurs comptrats elle 
aurait dépensé ke double de ee qu'ele a co0té, Les financiers de Londres savent ot n'ont 
fouvent dit que ls entreprises de travaux publics en soxieté snonyine, pariculiérement les 
chemine de fer, rendent en France plux de bénétices quien Angleterre & causo do. Ia 
régularité de ta comptabilité wministrative et de la névérité de nos lois en cette matidee, 
Li Compagnie Kgyptionne du Casal étant soumise aux formes des sociétés usonyties 
Frangaises ct ayant son établissement administentif et Gnancior & Paris xo trouve dans ce 
coniitions. Si lo Gouvernement Ottoman pense qu'il y a liea de wy falre rendre un eo 
particolice de Ta situation de la Compaguie, nous serous emproasés h to fai dooner, et 
‘ous tes ons it peut le demander A son Commissaire ‘ 

De quol so witle done Sir Henry Elliot? Qui relive lex anciennos attaques dirigtes 
ttrefols dans son pays cootre Ia posmibilté dexéoution du Catal et contre 
de ta Compagnie. On disait nlore quo tous lox revenus de Tenteeyise ne sul 
4 Featretien du Cana}, Avjoonthut noos avons plus de 2,000,000 do recettes par mi 
et nos déponses d'entretien et d'adininistration, faites avec a ploxateieto économie, s'éRvent 
A pie A 200,000 fr. ae 

Section 6, “La note termine en exprimnnt ta convict 
sanetionner le rapport de la Commission te pabllers afin que tontes len Paissanoes intéresseés 
fassent leurs observations, et conclut qu'il ext emsentiel pour In Porte de revondiquer lo droit 

Fnterpriter le Firman, droit que M. de Lesseps Iui-méme hui a formellement 


Je premier, contre lex prétentions dex Messagerics et do tours 
adhérents, reconan Je droit exclasif de Ia Porte dinterpréter son Firman. La Porte na 
done pas & revendiquer un droit qui ne lui est plus contesté par perso ‘eulemnent iy 
‘liew de te pas confondre, comme nous Vavons dit plus haut, la réumion de Ia Commission 
Intern do Tonnage avec la décision de Ia question actuelle entre des ticrs réclamants 
tla Compagnie de Suce. Be 
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C'est cette confusion qui est reproduite dans le cinquitme paragraphe. Nous n'avons 

{ revenir sur notre précédente réponse. 

‘Je (Glicito Sir Hoary Eiliot avoir fait publier dans votre estimable journal le résumé 
de ses réclamations.* _C’est une initiative trop rare et trop louable pour ie pas l'apprecier 
sincdrement. Si tous les Gouvernements et lears répresentants avaient ce mérite de faire 
connattre au public les débats d'une question, on éparznerait souvent aux peuples les 
inconvénients résultant pour eux d'une affaire engagée sans qu'elle ait Gé éelairée par Ia 
publicité et par une libre discussion. 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) FERD. DE LESSEPS. 


No. 231, 
Mr. Erskine to Barl Granvilte—(Receiowd Aprit 14.) 


(80,12, Commercial) 
ty Lov, Stockholm, April 10, 1873, 

‘ON ‘the 27th of last month I had the honour of reeeiving your Lordsbip's Circular 
despatch, Commercial, of tho 4th of March, directing me to communicate to the Swedish 
and Norwegian Gorerameats n copy of your Lordabip’s instructions to Her Majesty's 
Ambaxador at Constantinople with regard to th: question of the Suez Canal dues. 

immediately forwarded a copy of that document to Genero! Bjirnstjerna, ond 1 
subsequently ealled upon his Excellency and bad ® very satisfactory conversation with 
‘wim on the subject L pointed out that most of the chief maritime Powers of Europe 
concurred in the views of Her Majesty's Government ax to the expediency of some 
effectual control being exercised, through the Porte, over the proceedings of the Suex 
Canal Company, and 1 said that althongh Sweden and Norway had not ax yet taken the 
full share to which they were entitled in the navigation of the Canal, it wax obvious that 
they would do ax soon ax the necessury arrangements could be mad, and that this Govern 
mont would then be deeply interested in preventing the Company from imposing exorbitant 
dues under any pretext whatever, 

General Ijorastjeena acknowledged that the course taken by Her Majesty's Goveene 
ment appeared to be perfectly fair, and ho waid that personally he did not see any reason 
why the Swedish and Norwegian Government should not instruct their Minister ot 
Constantinople wo Join Si Henry Biot in ging the Porte to init upon the Compan 
rowcnding the mesyuro which had given tie 10 these discussions, and sbiding bencetortl 
by the decision that may be come to by the Porte under the advice of the Powers 
concerned. Hix Excellency added, however, that he would prefer not to give me an 
official answer until he had been able to consult his colleagues on the subject. 

Te has wince aildressed mea note, of which the inclosed is « copy, stating most 
distinctly that the Swediah and Norweginn Minister at Constantinople will be instructed 
to follow in this matter the courve taken by Her Majerty's Ambassador. 

T may take this opportunity of forwarding to your Lordship a little pamphlet by the 
Swedish Consul-General at Alexandea, which was given me by General Bjbeastjerna, and 
which appears to me to give us fair atid lucid an account of this question as any that 1 
hhave yet seen. The avowed object of the pamphlet, as your Lordship will observe, ix to 
advocate the tedemption of the dues of the Canal by the maritime Powers ; but before 
‘making this proposal, the writer enters at sowe length into the recent proceedings of the 
Company, aa, in 49 doing, hears imparta testiniony to the woundness of the view taken 
bby Har Majests's Government. 

Thave, ke. 
igued) E, M. ERSKINE. 


Tnelosure in No, 233. 


General Bjirnstjernu to Mr. Erskine, 
'M, le Ministre Stockholm, le 9 Aeril, 1873. 
EN vous remerciant de la communication que vous avez bien voulu m'adresser en 
date du 23 Mars, accompagnée d'une copie des instructions de Lord Granville & TAmbas- 


os roe lt rserge ove 37-0 Tesops 0 05 indo ox eerece dan ss sopychionrktvoncnt 
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sadeur de Sa Majesté Britannique 4 Constantinople, regardant le péage du Canal de Suez, 
Je pois ajouter que ces instructions me paraissent sous tous les rapports mériter une 
‘Attention sérieuse. . 

Le Ministre du Roi a Constantinople a par conséquent regu Yordre desuivee Ia méme 
marche, et de se concerter avec M. I'Ambassadeur d'Angleterre, pour les démarches qu'il 
pourrait avoir A faire dans cette question. 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Signed) O, M, BJORNSTJENRA. 


eee eS SS 
No, 234. 
Kart Granville to Chevalier Cadorna. 


M, le Ministro, Foreign Office, Aprit 17, 1873. 
THAVE the honour to acknowiedge the receipt of the Memorandum whieh you had 
the goodness to courmunicate to me on the Sth instant, stating the views of the Italian 
Government with regard to the proposals which have licen made by the Government of 
the Porte for our International Conference to consider the question of tonnage admcasure- 
ment as bearing upon the aystem of dues levied by the Suez Canal Company and 
requesting to be informed of the views held by Her Majesty's Government on the matter, 
ith especial reference to the authority possessed by the Porte to regulate the tariff of the 
Company. 
bes, in reply to state to you that Her Majnty's Government have oot ret rsseed 
‘an answer to the representation made to the Porte on the subject by Sie 11, Riliot in 
nance of the instructions contained in my despatch to hin Excellency of the 3rd ultimo, 
& copy of which has bea already communicated to the Italian Government through Her 
Majesty's Minister at Rome. Ax soon, however, ws that anawer sball have been received 
tnd considered, Her Majesty's Govertunent will not fall to inform that of His Italian 
Majesty of the courte which they may propose to pursue in regard thereto, 
am, Kes 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE, 


Lord Lytton to Earl Granville-—(Received April 19.) 


(No, 2 Commercial. Contidemiat,) 
My Lord, Paris, Aprit 18, 1873, 

WITH reference to your Lordship's Commercial despatches Nos. 11:3, 124, ond 126 
Confidential of the 10th, 16th, and 17th instant, 1 have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that I have expressed to M. do Rémusat the surprise with which Her Majésty's 
Government have learnt from Sir Henry Eiliot that your Lordship's doxpatch to his 
Excellency of tho rd ultimo, of which Lord Lyons wax authorized to communicate a copy 
to M. do Rémosat, has been forwarded by the French Government to M. de Leseps, 

‘The conduct of M. de Lesseps had, I said, created a situation extremely embarrassing 
to every Government affected by it, ‘The Government of Her Majesty could not have 
fiven to that of France a greater proof ofits own loyalty ia dealing with that situation, 
than by confidentially communicating to the latter its instructions to Her Majesty's 
‘Ambassador at Constantinople. . 

‘Our confidence in the loyalty of the French Cabinet rust, therefore, be seriously 
shaken by the betrayal of that con6idence to the very person who had occasioned, and was 
notoriously doing his best to augment, the difficulties we were ansious to settle with due 
regard to the susceptibilities and interests of France, fs 

Sis Exeelleney assured me that he was as much surprised as your Lordship by the 
fact 1 had wentioned to him. He was entirely ignorant of it, but would make immediate 
inguicies into the matter. we 

T told him that, ia order to facilitate those inquiries, 1 would address to him a uote on 
the subject. oa 

He then ex his regret at the letter from M. Barthélémy St, Hilaire to 


M. de Lesseps, which he admitted to be im flagrant contradiction to the assarances he 
himself had given to Lord Lyons. He was persuaded, bowever, that the President bad no 








intention of giving to the character of this letter all the significance which bad been 
attributed to it, 

T said that the same and authority of M. ‘Thiers could never be insignificant. But 
how were Her Majesty's Government to deal with the French Cabinet in this question ? 
‘The assurances made to us by the French Minister for Foreign Affairs were instantaneously 
violated by the French President. ‘The confidential communications made by us to the 
French Government were revealed by it to the very last person entitled to have cognizanee 
of them, 

{was aware tet a this matter France bad, on chal of the Suez Canal Company, 
interests to consider which she might fairly regard as being in some fally hee 
‘own, fut, whatever might be said to the contrary by Ae perc eaeincen thy of 
Hor Majesty assuredly had no desire to refuse fair consideration to the financial interests 
‘and difficulties of thnt Company in any settlement of the question. What Her Majesty's 
Government could not recognize was the right practically assumed by the Company to 
decide questions of the most general interest exclusively with reference to its own. There 
Wns Hot a single commercial Power which had not protested against this assumption, aad 1 
was convinced that all the increasing dffloulties oceasioned by the arbitrary conduct of the 
Company might bo satisfactorily settled if they were treated ina more judicial spirit by 
the French Government. 

Tt wns therefore most discour ‘ll our dealings with the Preach 
Government, we invariably encounter A ps: and, In all owe dealings with M, de 
Lessps we are intnediately eaeoustered by the French Governmen 

rom the generat discomfort of such a situation some escape might have been found 
in the proposed Tonnage Commision, but the formation of the Commission was, I feared, 
wade very diffioalt by the refusal of Frmnice to join it, except on condition, first, that the 
Forte should previously announce its own interpretation of the words “ton of eapacity 2° 
‘nd, secondly, that the Porto's own interpretation of those words should be precisely. the 
same as that put upon them by M, de Lesseps: for this world be begging the whole 
question. 

M. de Rédusat replied, as rogards this latter point, that the objeet of the Commixsion 
was to settle an uniform aystem of tonnage for all nations: that its place of mectiog 
would naturally be London, not Constantinople; that its deliberations would probably be 
lengthy ; and that, f the special question of the Sues Conal ducs were made dependent 
upon the Report of the Commission, the settletwent of that question might be deferred 
ad infinitum, 

"To him it weemed indisputable thot the words “tonneau de capacité” used in the 
concession to the Company eould only be auth hy the Porto, whove 
Firman had sanctioned that concession ; and to call upon the Porte to declare the meaning 
attached by it to the language of its own Firman, is a deamad which should be free from 
all objection oa the part of those who repudiate any exclusive interpretation of the terms 
by the Company itself, 

‘Ax regards. the expression of wn expectation thot, in making this declarmtion, the 
Porte will not withdraw from the tacit acceptance of the basis of tounage dues adapted by 
the Company, he thought that M. de Leseps was entitled to lay great strows on the fact 
that, when ihe Company adapted and imposed this ew basis no romonatrance whatever 
hhad ‘been made by the officer whone duty it was, on behalf of the Porte, to see that the 
terms of the concession were not violated by the Company, 

Finally, he wns of opinion that if, at the outset of this dispute, the Porte had pore 
formed ity duty and exercised its legitimate authority, by declaring what is the senso in 
which It had. sanctioned the use of the disputed term, all these difficulties would have 
‘hoot avolde, for the French Government could not then have disputed the verdict of 
the Porte had it been hostile to the Company. 

Taid that, whether of not the conduct of the Porte had been vascillating, we had to 
doul with matters as they now are. That if the gmvity of the change made by the 
‘Company ia ity tonnage duties, aud the doubtful legality of thet ebange, bad, in the first 
‘instance, escaped the attention of the Porte, and eourequently passe without prompt 
sremonatranor on its part, the Porte was now called upon to attend to the remonstrances 
whieh that change had elicited trom every commercial Power. ‘That the tem 
toleration of an ilegal act cannot fhirly be talled the " tacit aceptance’” of it and that, 

wen iC it were otherwise, there ix all the difference in the world between “ tacit accept 
race” and ** authoritative confirmation.” 

If verdiet be now extorted (row the Porte on the disputed interpretation of the term 
“ton of enpacity,” that verdiot must be elther for oF against the Company. If it he for 
the Company, the ‘Turkish Government will find itself placed in @ most embarrassing 


positon towards all the remonstrant Powers, If it be aguast the Company, then claims, 
ly less embarrassing. for compensation will be raised. Would it become the part of a 
friendly Power to force the Porte upon either horn of this dilemma? , 

M, de Remieat replied that be did not recognize the lemma, The Porte might say 
that before answering the question put to her, she must consult her allies who are now so 
‘materially interested in it, and after consultation with the other Powers interested therein, 
she might return an auswer which would be neither entirely for, nor yet entirely against, 
the interests of the Company. ‘This is all that he desired, and he anticipated that th 
the advice which the Porte will receive from Russia. 

The fact is,” suid his Excellency, “M. de Lesseps is a fussy, indiscreet, and unseru- 
pulous man, who cares only for his own interests; but those interests are so numerously 
and powerfully re in France that we mast support them. You understand the 
difficulties of a Parlinmentary Government in matters of this Kind. We don't want 
M. de Lesseps to have it all his own way, bot the present financial situation of the 
Company is bad, and we must be uble to show the public that we have gained a point in 
its favour. Do not, therefore, expect me to throw over M. do Lesseps. All T can promise 
is that, personally, Fhave no wish to do more on his bebalf than is absolutely imposed upon 
me by’the exigencies of the situation.” 


No. 236. 
Memorandum communicated to Karl Granvitle by Count Beust, Aprit 21, 1873, 


LE Gouvernement Austro-Hongroix désire quo les différentes instructions des 
Gouvernements intérewis dans les travaux de la Commission Internationale puissent tre 
mises daccord, et que spéciatemient cola puisse ve fire relativenicat & celles énanden dew 
Cabinets de Vienne et de Londres, 

Ko réponse & la note du Gouvernement Ottoman qui propomit In résnion d'une 
Commission pour Vexamen de Ja question du jaugenge, le Comte Andrassy déclare son 
Gouvernement pret i y donner suite, mais en méme temps son Excellence fat d'avis que 
Pour compléter Ia thche dévoluc Ala Commission, celle.cl ft chargée en méme temps 
dexaminer ot de vider Jes différends survenus A propos do Hélévation des tarite du Canal 

TL rapports dey Mision Inpdrinle et Royale A Comstantivople permottent au 

de Viewno d'ospérer que In Porte est disposde ht y nceéde. 

Les instructions da Ministre d'Allemagoe i Constantinople saccordent parfuitereont 

ree celles de son colligue d’Autriche-Hongrie. I en est de meme de colles du Ministeo 
@'ltalie, Colles de I'Ambawadeur de Rossic wont un peu moins explicites, mais we 
prononcent également pour In counexité 

La dépiche adressée i Sir Henry Elliot A ta date da 3 Mars dernier semble avoir 
oar point de départ les wémes appreciations et tondre vers le méme resultat ; seulement 
elle parait donner la prétérence dun mode de procéder indirect au lieu d'adopter Je notre, 
qui consiste & déféror simplement 4 la Commission’ e rhglerent des points en ltige. 

Le Gouvernement Austro-Hongrois se rend parfuitement compte des considérations 
qui ont pu étre déterminantes pour le Gouvernement do Sa Mujesté Britannique. En 
insistant sur Ia nGcossité do faire précéder les travaux de In Commision Turque pour le 
rglement des tarifs de ceax do In Commission Internationale, qui aursit A soccuper d'un 

wen de ta question dex tars comme étant counese ayeo celle du tounage, le 

jinnique entend sauvegarder & la fois les lntérdts duc ommerce éteanger 
cet Vinddpendance de ta Porte. 

Cos deux points tienvent tout outant A eur an Gouvernement Austro-Hongeuis, 
‘mais dans son opinion sa proposition A lui porte tout aussi pea atteinte h Hindépendance 
de la Porte, mais offre plas de garunties aux intéréts du commerco et do In navigation, 

Du moment od Ia Porte donnant suite A la proposition que nous falsons, et que nous 
Atsirons dire ite également par Angleterre, em. fait Fobjet da. programme dela 
‘Commission, il ne peut pas étre question d'une atteinte porté son libro arbitre 

Ea revanche il est plus que donteax que la Commission. Turque, of tes autres 
Palssances ne seraieut pas représentées, tienne compte des conclusions de ta Commission 
Internationale appelée seulement & exatniner, mais nullement X décider dans ja question 
des tarifS. La Commission Turque et le Gouvernement Ottoman 56 trouveront alors en 
précenes des rélamations Francusesconformes& celles de Ik compagnie, et soutenues, ce 
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Wl paratt, par la Russie, et les autres Puissances tenes & I'Geart seront privées des moyens 
AU fale vate lure pretation lcm, 

Le Gouvernement Austro-Hongrois se flatte d’autant plas que le Gouvernement de 
Sa Majesté Britannique voudra bien se conformer avec sa maniére de voir, que pour 
part il west empressé de faire ncte de bon vooloir eavers le Gouvernement Anglais en 
chargeant le Comte Ladolf de s’associer dans les termes les moins équivoques a In 
Aémarche de Sir Henry Elliot tendant & obtenir que Ix Porte somme In Compagnie de 
suspendre ses procédés arbitraires et illégaax, et revienne ati slatur quo ante. 

Belyrave Square, le 21 Avril, 1873, 


No. 297, 
H. Elliot to Earl Grancilte-— (Received Aprit 22,) 


(No. 59, Commercial, Confidential.) = 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 13, 1873. 
WHEN I saw Safvet Pasha yesterday, he showed me a note which he. had received 
from the French Ambassador, in answer to the invitation of the Imperial Government in 
reference to a Commission to conshler the tonnage question 
‘This counnunication is to the effect that, before the Fronch Government can agree to 
take part in the Commission, they requext to'be informed of the meaning attached by the 
Porto to the words * tonnen de capacité,” used in the Suez Canal Tari. ‘The French 
Government conceive, from the terms of Khalil Pasha's note proposing the Commission, 
that the object of the Comtmission is to ascertain the **toonage utilisable” of the ships: 
and they eannot xupposo that the Porte can intend to recall the tacit acceptance which 
they have in practice given to tho new basis of mensurement. 
Safvet Pasha says that there are no grounds for alleging Ubat such an assent had been 
‘bat ws the condition attached by the French Government, coupled with the 
ion that they regarded the Porte to have acquiesced in the new basis, implies an 
‘expectation that the question must previously be resolved in favour of M, de Losseps, the 
formation of the Commission may become diticult e 
have, &e, 


Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
—— 
No, 233. 
Lori Lytton to Bark Granville.—(Received April 23.) 


No. 8 Commercial.) 

y Lond, Pris, April 22, 1873, 

“ WITHL reference to your Lordshi ». 113 of the 10th instant, and to my 
‘own dexpateti No, 2 of the 18th instant, [ have now the honour to inelose copy’ of a note 
which I havo addrewed to M. de Rémasat on the subject of the transmission. to 
M. de Lemops of the despatch communicated by Lord Lyons to M, de Rémusat on the 
10Uh of laxt month, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) ” LYTTON, 


Inolosure in No. 238, 
Lord Lytton to M, de Rémusat, 


Mle Miniatro, Paris, April 22, 1873. 

IN accordance with the wish expressed. to me by your Excellency on the oceasion of 
‘our last conversation respecting the Suex Canal, { have now the honour to furnish you 
with the exact dite of the despateh communicated to your Excellency by Lord Lyons, and 
subsequently communicated by the French Government to M, de Lesseps without any 
previous rfrence to the Goverament of Her Majesty, 


‘The despatch in question is dated March 3, 1873. It conveys to Her Majesty's 


Ambassador at Constantinople the instructions of Her Majesty’s Government with reference 
to the Commission of inquiry into certain questions connected with the alteration of the 
Suez Canal dues, 

‘This despatch was communicated to your Excellency by Lord Lyons, who accompani 
the communication of it by a note which he addressed to you under date of the 10th 
ultima, 

‘ou have authorized me, M. le Ministre, to transmit to the Goverament of Her 
Majesty your assurance that itis entirely without your knowledge that the above-twentioned 
despatch has been transmitted to M. de Lesseps. And as that gentleman is not 
recognized by the Government of Her Majesty as either a member or an Agent of the 
Government of France, I do uot doubt that Her Majesty's Government will be pleased to 
receive the nssurance thus given them. 

Nevertheless I much fear that such an assurance will not alone suffice to remove 
Altogether the painful and somewhat embarrassing impression produced by the incident to 
which it refers. 

Persuaded as T am, M.to Ministre, that frank and unreserved intercourse between the 
Governments of France and England offers the best guaranteo for on early nnd atifactory 
settlement of those questions which it behoves the two Governments to consider with 
reference, on the one hand, to the special interests of the Suex Canal Company, and, on 
the other hand, to the general interests of European commerce, 1 earnestly invoke and 
shall gratefully welcome your assistance in mitigating thut sense of discouragement which 
the Government of Her Majesty can hardly fhil to experience on learning that an important 
despatch communicated by the English Ambawador to. the French Minister for Foreign 
Airs fms, without the knowledge of the Minister, pased out of hie trusted postersion 
into the hands of a wholly irresponsible recipient, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) "LYTTON, 


— 
No. 239, 
Lord Lytton to Bort Gronville—(Recetwed Aprit 26.) 


{No. 11, Commercial) 
My Lord, Paris, April 2 

WITH reference to your Lordships despatch No. 113 of April 10, instruc 
expres to the French Minister for Forcign Affairs the surprise with which Her Majesty's 
Government had learned from Sir Henry Riliot that your Lordship's despatch to hiv 
Excellency of the 3rd of March, of which Lord Lyons was authorized to furnish M. de 
Rémausat with a copy, should have been communicated to M. de Lesseps, and with 
reference also to my despatch No, 8 of the 22nd instant, inclosing copy of th note which, 
in accordance with that instruction, 1 addressed! to M. de Rémusat, I have now the honour 
to report to your Loniship the substance of « conversation which U have just had with 
M. de Rémusat on this subject. 

-M, de Rémusat began by observing that he had some cause to complain of the tone of 
my above-«entioned note, a tone to which bo was not accustomed, and which was unjusti- 
fied by anything in the character of the facts to which it refers 

In the first place, it is apparent, on the fice of these thet that tho dospateh in 
question has not been communicated to M. de Lossops at all, since that gentleman only 
‘had cognizance of it by its publication in the ** Levant Herald.” 

Ta corroborion of Us fact, M, do Rémusat drow ty attention to. letter from 
MM, de Lessepa to the editor of the Levant Herald,” which appears in that journal of the 
Ath of Apel 

In the next place, the despatch in question wa 5 Her Mojesty's 
Government to the Cabinets of weveral other Powers angscoly foned 
its way into the hands of private persons, it was, to say the least, ungrucious to assume at 
ee atthe ct was attra solely to te Cabinck of Pre 

What was there to show that the despatch had not been made public by the Govern 
ment of Russia, or of the Porte itself, to both of which Governments it had been 
communicated by the Government of Her Majesty 

In point of fact, the Freuch Government had, w, more interest than any other 
in deprecating the publication of this despatch, It had. certainly no interest whatever to 
serve by giving publicity to it, and whilst, on his part, be did not impute to Her Majesty's 





Government or to Sir Henry George Eliot the communication made to the “Levant 
Herald,” be could not but feel surprised that Her Majesty's Government should so readily 
assume that the communication referred to in my note had been made to M. de Lesseps 
by the French Government. 

He should address inquiries on the subject to the French Ambassador at Constanti- 
nople, But meanwhile he could only reiterate the assurance of his disbelief that the 
despatch containing your Lordship's instruction to Sir H. Elliot had been communicated 
by any one to M. de 

7 replied to his Exeelleney that ¥ much regretted thatthe tone of my note should have 
appenred to him discourteous or unjustifably harsh. Nothing could be further from my 
intention in writing it. I hod desired to confine the communication in question to the 
statement of a fact, and a request for an explanation of that fact ; nor could I recall to 
memory nay expression calculated to deprive the request of the justification it acquired. 
frori the statement on which it rested, 

T would, however, lore no time ia reporting to your Lordship the obser 
his Excellency had addressed tomo on. the subject ; bat as regards the instruction on 
vehioh Thad seted in expressing the surprise of Her ‘Majesty's Goreroment oa learning 
that the despatoh of which wo were speaking had been communicated to M. de Lesseps, 
tbat instruction was occasioned by a despatch from Sir Henry Elliot, informing your 
Loniship that M. do Leseps had been furnished with a copy of your Lordship's instruc- 
tions to hia Excellency on the Toanage Commission, and, 50 far as my recollection served 
imo, I believed your Lordship to have been also informed! that the copy in question had 
been sent to M. de Leseps from Paris 

(On reference to the despatch from Sie Henry Eiliot (No, 43) which accompanied your 
Lordship's fosteuetions to me of the 10th instant, I flnd that this is the coxc, and that the 
source of Sir Henry Eliot's ioformation ix M. de Lesseps hisnself, 

Forthermore, 1 fnd that M. de Rémasat was mistaken in supposing that what wan 
published in the “Lovant Herald” end commented on by M. de Lesseps in the same 
jovrnal, is the despatch communicated by Lord Lyons to M. de Rémusat, and of which 
M. do Leweps informed Sir Henry Elliot that a copy bad been seat to him from Paris. 

‘The “ Lovant Herald" published in its number of the 3st ultimo a précis of a note 
addrewed by Sit Henry Elliot to the Purte, and this publication wus the subject of the 
lottce addressed by M. de Lesseps to the * Lavant Herold” on the 4th instant, to which 
M. de Réiusat evlied my atteation this morning. 

T was not theo able to point out to bix Excellency the mistake on which bis 
observations to me were apparently founded but I shall tke an early opportunity of 
doing 0, 

T have, 80. 
(Signed) "LYTTON. 


P.S.—Since writing the above I have again seen M. de Rémusat. His Excellency 
recognizes tho mistake ‘hich occasioned the observations he made to we this morning, and 
authorizes ie to say that he withdmws them all. 

L 


No, 240, 
Sir B, Thornton to Karl Groweille—(Received Aprit 27.) 


(No. 21. Commercis 
ugton, April 14, 187%, 

circular despatch of this sorios of the ath ultimo, 

had addressed to Her Majesty's Ambussalor at 


‘of that inclonure to Me, Fish, 
Thave now the honour to inclose a copy of his answer, in which he states that » copy 
cof the insteuotion in question hae been forwarded to the Minister of the United States in 
‘Turkey for his information, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWD. THORNTON, 


Inclosure in No. 240. 


Mr. Fish (o Sir B, Thornton. 

Bir, Department of State, Washington, April 8, 1873, 

LHAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 22nd ultimo, 
transmitting, at the instance of Earl Granville, a copy of an instruction which his Lord- 
ship bas addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople relating to the question 
of the Suc Canal dues. 
= = ops of that instruction ns been forwarded to the Minister ofthe United States in 

Thave, ke. 
(Signed) ' HAMILTON FISH. 


No. 241. 


Lord A, Loftus to Earl Granwvitle—(Received April 21.) 


(No. 25. Commercial.) 
My Lord, St, Petersburgh, Aprit Vb, 1873. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 21 of the 3rd instant, {have the honour to 
state that, in conversation with M. de Stremooukoff on the general question of the Suez 
Canal dues, his Excellency expressed a strong opinion against the idea put forward in your 
Lordship's despatch to Sir Henry Elliot of the 3rd instant, that the general administration 
of the Socr Company should be inquired Ito by the Commission appotated by the Porte, 
anal that the Report should be made known to the foreign Governments in. order that they 
might fresh euch obverations upon iat might be proper for the eoosidemtion of the 
Porte, 

M. de Stremooukoff stated that only the shareholders of the Company, or perbay 
the Sultan as the tersitorial Sovereign, could fairy ank to have an inquiry into the 

eras of the 

private Company, whi ‘kod their own eupital, and not 

that of Buropean Governments, and that’ consequently the sharcholders alone had the 
power to revise or investigate their accounts. This agreement 1 consider ax valid, and the 
more 40 that if the Company were to be bankrupt they would incur thelr own Tosser, and 
‘ould not, probably, be asslted by any of the rernmonts, 


LOFTUS, 


No, 442, 
Memorandum communicated to Earl Granville by Count Beust, Aprit 29, 1879, 


LE Cabinet de Vienne, qui se féicite de la concordance de nex propres vues aveo celles 
du Cabinet de Londres reiativement & la o6cessité de déférertln Commission Internationale 
pense que pour amener le plus vite 
tile quo lea Reprtsctitats dea doux 
Cabinets A Constantinople bornent leur action iilui en faite Ia demande et & lui recom 
mandet avee instance qu'elle convoque sans plus de délai la Commission Internationale 
en [ui donnant la mission de régler In queetion des tarite. 

Le Gouvernement Avstro-Hongrois west empresad de xumocier & Ia démarche que 
T'Ambassadeur «’Angleterre & Constantinople w été chargé de fairo pour engagor In Porte & 
arritor les procédures illégales de Ia Compagnie. 11 eruit toujours la Porte fordés prendre 
‘une mesare parellic, mais indépenriamment des doutes qu'il est permis dentreten 
dispositions du Gouvernement Ottoman 4 user du droit que nous Lui recounaisson 
que trop A eraindro que les adversuires du réglement de la question des tarifs par 18 voi 
ta Commission Internationale wexploitent cette réclamation pour emptoher la Commission 
de se réunir avec In mission que nous désirons tui étre oonfige, 

Le Cabinet de Vienne pense que des instructions analogues pourraient €lte transmiscs 
aux deux Représentants de manitre a réserver & Jears Gouveroemonts la restitution 
intégrale des sommes dont éventuellement on aurait A réclamer le remboursem 


(e2} 





No. 243. 
Earl Grancille to Sir H. Elliot. 


(Telegraphie.) Foreign Office, April 29, 1873. 
(TOM Topp o your talgran of the Sted latent, Hler Beays Conrusest Wo ak 
understand the definition of ton of capacity as signifying the tonnage thet can be 
Utilized. Inquire meaning, and reserve freedom of giving future opinion. 

The temporary increase of the dues by 24 fr. would be heavy, but you are 
not opposing it. It is to be presumed that itis in substitution for and not in addi 
the L fr. already authorized. 

Te ought to be distinctly understood that this temporary increase is without prejudice 
to any questions at issue, and will not prevent the proposed Commission or any of tho 
Governments concerned from exercising any discretion which they could have otherwise 
exercised in regard to those questions. 


No, 24. 
Lord Lytton to Eart Graneille—(Received prit 30.) 


(No. 14, Commercial,)” 
My Lond, Paris, April 28, 1873. 

WITH reference to my Commercial dexpatch No. 11 of the 25th instant, and more 
capecially to the postacript to that despatch, I beg to inform your Lordabyp that, having 
succeeded in aguio seeing M. de Rémusat, previous to the departure of the mesenger 
last Friday, 1 took: that opportunity of reading to his Excellency the following extract 
from Sir Henry Elliot's despatch No. 43 of the 25th ultimo to your Lordshij 

*M, do Lesseps, who called upon me a fow days azo, at once alluded to this despatch, 
of which he said a copy han been sent here from Paris by the xame post apparently ax that 
which had brought me your Lordship's original.” 

At the same time I pointed out to M. de Rémusat that the document published by 
the “Levant Heruld,” to. which be nd drawn my attention that morning, was a note 
addressed by Sir Henry Lotto the Pores which hed. no reference whatever to the 
despatch communicated to bis Bcelleney by Lan! roan, 

M, do Rémusat immediately aaared me that, having been led to suppose that the 

ber of the “Levant Herald,” to which his own attention had been directed (by bis 
Department) in conneetion with my note of the 220d instant, contained n complete anawer 
to that note, he now fully reco was not thecade, and would cause immediate 
inquiries to be ade into the circumstances therein referred to, 

V then expremed to his Excellency my hope that he now regarded as wholly 
inapplicable ull he had said to me that morning on the subject of this note, 

‘He replied that he bad then spoken under an impression that there was no ground 
whatever for assuming that the French Goverament bad transmitted to M. de Lesseps a 
document wbich had only been communicated to it in common with other Governments, 
‘and which be believed 0 have been brought to the knowledge of M. de by ite 
publication in a jourual supposed to be connected with the Biitish Embassy at Constanti- 
ope. ‘Thatiinpresion being, o¥ he now perecived, altogether eroneouly, he eaticely 
‘and heartily withaleew every rewiaek by it. 

OF tha real circumstances of the cae be as yet knew nothing, but Her Majesty's 
Government were fully entitled to the explanation which I had demanded on their bebalf; 
‘and no time should be lost in making the necessary inquiries. nacht 

have, 


(Signed) "LYTTON. 





No, 245. 
Sir H. Biliot to Kart Graneitle—(Reecieed Moy 3.) 


0,66, Commercial) i ee 

Constantinople, 22, 1873. 
"THAD! s og convention with afvet Pasha yesterday’ afertoom, when his 
Exccllngy showed me the draft of mletier that bad been prepared to the Khedive on the 
subject of the Sues Canal dues. 


It is stated in this letter that there is no ground for the assertion made by 
M. de Lesseps, and advanced by the " Cour d'Appel” of Paris, of the Porte having given 
A tacit consent to the change that had been made, and that the Sultan's Government does 
ot recognize the right of the Company arbitrarily to alter the bass on which the dues are 
___Itis proposed to submit the whole question ta the examination of a Commission, but 
in the mean time the Porte would formally authorize an augmentation of the maximum 
sate to be levied to the extent of 2 fr. 50 e. per ton upon the registered tonnage ; but this 
sanction would be provisional, and only last for one yeur, while the permanent arrangement 
to be adopted was being considered, 

Tisaid that an increase to the extent of 25 per cent, upon the original Tariff would 
be regurded as very heavy, and I reminded Safvet Pasha that Her M 
hod expressed the expectation that any increase, even if temporary, would be made known 
to them, together with the reasons which were considered to make it necessary, before it 
wea ndopteds 

am unwilling, however, to offer opposition to the proposed lotter, for T ain convinced 
fom Safvet Pasha’s hesitation, and appreteasion thatthe rea dficulty wil be to keep hima 
{to the proposal, as has been shown to me, and that, rather than go further in our xonse, he 
wld be prepared to give the Firman of Concession the interpretation contended for by 
M. de Lesseps. 
T havo, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 246. 
Sir II, Biot to Earl Grancille—(Received May 3.) 


Commercial.) 


My Lord, Constantinople, Aprit 22, 1873. 
1 INFORMED your Lordship, by my Commercial dexpatch No. 59) of 
13th instant, that, before consenting to take part ia the propased ‘Tonnage Com! 


the French Government wished to know the signification attached by the Porte 
expression “ tonnage de eapacité.” 
Sefect Pasha informed me this morning confidently that the Preach Ambasmdor 


believed that bis Government woul ied if tho Porto waid they intended it to mi 
‘tonnage uilisble,” and ho wished to know my opinion of the propriety of giving this 
aterpretation, 

T should, therefore, be glad to know whether Her Majesty's Government sce objection 
to this explanation of the term ; but, in the mean timo, 1 abstained from expressing any 
opinion beyond that of the undesi of making uso of oy new terms likely to give 
rise to future disousion or misunderstanding. 

Safvet Pasha was also very anxious that it should be ondeestocd that the draft of the 
proposed letter to the Viecroy had no formal chametor of any kind, baving neither been 
approved nor even seen by his colleagues, 

He evidently wishes to fcel himself free to back out of it if he finds too much 
‘epposition from M, de Lesseps, to whom ho is protty sure to communicate it either divectly 
‘or indirectly. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 247. 
‘Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granvitle-—{Received May 3,) 


Confidential.) 
Lordship the ps Constantinopie ee 24, 1873 
your ip the nature of a fer from the Port 
to the Khodive upon the Suer Canal us, a fr a nly ori porseal of St enciak 
Safvet Pasha having since allowed me to take itaway, 1 am enubled confidential 
to forward a copy to your Lordship, but I find to-day, as T anticipated, that his Excellency 
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is sill altogether unable to make up his mind to adopt a decided course in dealing with 
thin question, the bearings of which it x impossible to make bim fally understand. 

Mr, Picani reports that, in retering the paper to Safvet Peas, with tome remarks 
Which Thad made upon it, he found his Excellency again under the evident influence of 
M. de Lesseps, from whom he had received a letier, declaring that the only mode of 
settling the matter was by referring it to the Council Of State, and that he will accept 10 

ision of the Porte arrived at except in that way. 

Se ee ae ee ae eee a ee 
arguments contained in the draft instruction to the Khedive, with which he must bave 
been made acquainted. 

"The memorial of the British Obarabers of Commerce, lately forwarded to me by your 
Lordship, and which 1 had communicated to Safvet Paxba, had likewise bee ‘sub- 
mitted to M, de Lesseps by bis Excellency, who seemed satisfiod with the assurances 
sxon by bin hat ts tatements were altogether unfounded, and his weak nd vacating 
nature quails before the resolute and threatesing bearing of the energetic Presideat ol 
the Canal Company, ; . 
a ee eee 
Highness went into the Council, then about to assemble, and made him understand 
that, unlow he hinwelf took the matter in hand, its solution would be indefinitely 

longed. A 
Pre He has promized to-do nd there ia therefore a lst some chace of a décidon being 


a ed Uhave, ie. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
Inclosure in No, 2 


Droft a Letter from the Porte to the Khedive. 


LES obiangements que Ia Société da Canal de Suez a cru devolr adopter, ily a 
‘quelque mols, duns le mode Je perception des Uroits do: péage, contiovent& roulover es 


‘éclamationa et ds difficultés. 
Ween oe qul concerns cen dros Tes premlers srtiagérsota de le Socidté n‘avalent ren~ 
contré aveune objection, et je dois constater quis avaient wufli pour imprimer mux revenus 
de In Société une progression enpidement eroissante. Le Gouvernement, de son cbt, ne 
censit de donner i Socité des preaves de la sllistude quill apport au suecés de 
Ventreprise, et lorsque dane les premiers moin do année 1871 Ia Société demanda une 
augmentation d'un franc, afi, disait-elle, de ve menager ces resources sulfisantes. pour la 
conclusion d'un empront assor Important, to Gouvernement n’hévits pax & Vautoriser & 
porter 11 fr. le maximum fixé par !’Acte de Concession & 10 fr. 5 

Pourtant au mois de Mary 1872 un réglement publié par Ia Société venait annoncer & 
Jw navigation qo’ partir du I Juillet, 1872, la base méme de la perception des droits 
vomit changéo en o¢ sens, que désormais Te culeul des droite de péage ne serait plus établi 
sur los papiors de bord, comme cele avait eu fieo Jusqu'alors, mais bien sut un mode de 
mentrage qui permit de constater d'une manitre plus exacte le n . 
‘eapacité contenu dans los navires traversant le Co Socidté alléuait que FActe de 
Concession avait fix¢ lo maximum de 10 ff. par tonne de cxpacité, tandis que les papers 
de bord wccursioat que dex dvaluations plus oa moins atbitraires—évaloations. qui 
empéchoraient discoir Ia take sur une base aniforme ot qui frustraient la Socicté a 
even considérable. ‘ : we 

Fn aloptant cette meaure la Socidté wavait prix cooreil que delle-méns 
Jo Gouvernement sempressaitil par un Uiégromme adresé A yotre Altes & la dote du 

de demunder des renseignements qui peemissent de se former wn juzement, Ces 
renwcignements wayant pas 66 fouruis, la Société fo jnvitée par un second téésramme 
adromb votre Altesse Ala date du 22 Juin A surwoir A toute innovation ea attendant 
quion fat mieux doairé. A ces invitations ley agents de la Compagnie ea Bgypte 
‘oppordrent dex réponses dilatoires, et Méeheance du Ui Juillet arrivant, la Compagnie 
nhésita pas A mettre en pratique xon nouvenss systime do page, 

‘Le mode de meaurage adopté pat Ia Compagnie fut taxé Warbitraire. On réclama de 
tous cétés. Lex navires traversant le cabal n'ncquittaient low taxes que sous protét, ot 
bieut6t fos Messageries Nationales commengaieat par devant les Tribunaux Frangais contre 
In Societé dis Cannl un prods qui a cu beaucoup de retentissement et quil n'est pas encore 
termi 
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La compétence des Tribunaux Frangais reposait dans ce eas sur certaines dispositions 
spéciales de la législation Francaise qui semblaient accorder aux Messageries le droit 

fonner ea France la Compagnie Ottomane du Canal. Cette circonstance enléve aux 
Aécisions des ‘Tribunaux Francais, quelles qu’elles soient, toute induence quant au fond 
mitme de la question. 

Pour rendre le recours i la justice réellement efficace les demandeut auraicnt di se 
pourvoir par devant les tribunaux dont reldve Ia sociét6 estentiellement Bayptienne. Si 
‘un coneessionnaire excéde le Tarif concédé, la jurisprudence de tous les pays est. unanine 
pour proclamer la competence des Tribunaux Civils, tout en réservant la voio de Tiere 
tation gouvernementale. Il est & regretter que les intécessés n'avaient pus cru devoir s ulvre 
cette voie, qui eit été aprés tout la plus sitnple et Ia plus regulitre. 

Quoiqu’l en soit, et ea présence du bruit que Je proces des Messageries ne pourrait 
manquer de soulever, le Gouvernement pens quiil était de son devoir de chercher h 
prévonir tout malentendu en rétablissant Jes principes sous leur véritable jour. C'est ce 

ue le Ministre des Atfhires Etrangtres fit par les dépéches & 'Ambassade de Paris h lo 
dite du 15 Novembre et du25 Déeemben 872 La Justesse des considérations 6mises 
dans ces dépéchiox no pouvait faire Volt d'aucune contestation, et M. de Lesseps s'empressait 
de on ob de dare par vt quil at prt & se motte i ia déision que le Govern: 
‘ment eroyait devoir rendre xur lo fond méme de ta difficulté. 

1 y‘ovait pourtant tn autre point que le Gouvernement Impérial ne devait pas perdro 
de vue. Au milieu des discussions multiples auxquelles les procédés de ln Compagnic 
avaient fourni matitre, une vérité »’Stut dézugé, & savoir, que Wo mode de mexurage aujucl 
se rapportaiont les chifftes des papiors de bord préscntait les plus grandes, anomalies 
théoriques ot pratiques, | Plus la question était étudige et plus la confusion prodoite par le 
anime mot de" tonnean™ ditférement compris et différemment caloulé deronait dvidente 
‘Tous lea cxprite étaient frappés de l'utlité qu'il y autuit& falro prévaloie sur ee point une 
peasée commune. Aussi éait-ce pour ripondre & cette néceesité hwutement. proclamée 
que le Ministire Impérial des Affires Etrangires, par «a Circulaite on date de Fi 
Invitait les. principales Puissances Maritimes 4 s'unir au Gouvernoment Ottoman afic 
darriter une regle uniforme dans lo mesumnge réel dex navires et évitor auesl des malen. 
tendus déplorables. L'nceueil empressé que cette invitation du Gouvernoment Trapetial 
Fenoontra presque partout fait penser que les Conféronces concernant Muaifieation da 
tonnage ne tarderont pas a souvrir, 

Les faite qui précivient montront clairement combien est erronge Vapinion qui voudenit 
faire erviro uno connexité queleonqun entre fee deralers proces de In Compute et Ia 
maniére de voir da Gouvernement Impérial, Une pareillo opinion est tel 
trdiction avec toutes les circonstancen relatives au canal quill oxt-vraiment Gtonnant que 
4a Cour de Paris nit pensé en faire un considérant de Varrdt quello a rendu dans To. procts 
qui Jui était sou 

Mais quant aux faite en euxemémes ils sont probaits, ot it sullira de lea rapprocher 
Pour faire péuétrer la lumiére dans une question qu'il imparte de ne pas laimer obscurcle 

lew de ce cont d'atimations intérossés, Ainsi il ext incontestable que TActo do 
Concession porte 4 10 ft. par tonnesa de eapacité le maximum da page exisible par I. 
Compagnie ; que jusqu'aa 1° Juillet, 1872, la Compagnie elle-métno ‘était. nttschée, 
pour Je ealeul de Ia tase, aux chiflros portés sur toe paplers de bord, In constatation di 
Tonnage de navires ayant toujours fait parte des attsibucions de Tautorité publique ; que 
Je wesurnge officiel des navires a été trouvé inggal, défectyoux et iusulliaante 

Le conséquenioes qui. ve déiluisent do cos vétités se présentent d'ellesméuce A tout 
esprit non prévenu. Linterprétation de I'Acte de Concession, en d'autres termes Je soin 
de mettre et harmonic los exigences d’ane situation qu'un uote officiel a ere avec lea 
‘éclarotions officieles dee diférevtes marines da monde, appartiont & Tautorité publique; 
Jo soin ne pout dre Ininsé aux appréclations de personnes ou de Conseila, qui-ne serweot 
pax iavestis de cette qualité, quelque élninés, quelque eompétents quion veuille Tes 

pposer. 

at sollicité par toates les parties intéresyées de donner cette intorprétation, lo 
Gouvernement Impérial sent qu'il ne saurait se sousteaine & cette obligation. Il a pris 
‘es mesures en conséquence, I cherehe & combiner dans ee but sea divers tmosens 
dinformation et d'action. Mais votre Altesse comprend bien que ee n'est pas 1h Patfaire 
d'un jour, et qu'une trop grande prévipitation pourrait nnire aux Intértts engagés, Dans 
Vintervalle serait-it prudent de lnisser Ia situation dans le vague dans lequel clic sagit 
actuellement ? 

Inviter la Compagnie i rentrer simplement et purement dans fo systéme des papiers 
de bord, tel quill a ete pratiqué jusqu'au 1 Juillet, 1872, c'est e8 A quoi le Gouvernctsent 
ne poser f ooude=auTon fant violence & ds seatiments de Vequité I pls denene 
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da moment que les défectuosités dont ces papiers de bord sont entachés ne sont un 
tai te mur persoane. Mais mee en sabstenaot de rendre sur ce pot une dion le 
Gouvernement ne peut se dissimauler que les intéréts de In société se trouveraient pravewen 
Comproraisen In iigsant exposée aux netions que les tiers auraicat le droit de porter, 
Sino qu a 46 dit eiedessus par devant Tes tribunsux locaax. Le Goavermement ne veok 
i'ries prejuger les décisions que, dans ce cas, les tribunaux seraient appelés. rendri- 
frais si gee tribunanx, adoptant pour base de leur décision les papiers de bord, oblieaient be 
Compagaic sy tenie stictoment, n'estil pos incontestable que les iotéréts de a gra 
ntreprse a laquelle. ML de Lesseps © attaché son nom sc trouveraient. sdrieusonent 
ompromis, ly nvat lis évidemment pout Ja société woe situation pine de pice pleing 
otouvénients nuxquels it importait d’obsir, Avsst winspirwot de la bicuvellance gui 
‘a jamais ease d'npportee & cure du Canal, fe Gouvernement Impérial vient aujourd nit 
He rntnstre Altense que par une déeision ricente de Se Majexté la Compagnic cot 
trie porter de 10 ha flo manu &percevolt sur Ja papers de bone Cote 
Wesion, & Hequelle le Gouvernement Iovpdrial a fixe la durée dun an partir de la come 

an quien sera faite A ln Compagnie, en attendant ta solution déGnitive & tonne 
par i ext ave prouve évieate des sentiments de haute équité qui animent, et lle sere 
ido, nous nen doutons pas, h sa juste valeur - 

Brel ou en oto ss eu pe pl ponibl 
In connsiseance do la Coropognie, et de bonir la main A ce que cette décision de Sa Majest 
regoive aa pleine et entidre exéeution, 


a 
No. 248, 
Mr. Lagerd to Karl Groneille—<(Receieed Moy 5+) 
et eae Madrid, Aprit 28, 1873. 
My Tortsatrtirence to your Lonlsip's despatch Cireulae of the 20th of lat December 
Thue ihe honour to inform your Lordship that Seflor Castelar hes informed me 
eae. in the mouth of January, instructed the Spanish Minister at Constantinople to 


i Spain to be represented in 
ritees to the Government of the Porte the readiness of that of Spain { 
TP*Commision for establishing a uniform scale for the measurement of merchant-vewwels 


passing through the Suer Canal 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. HL LAYARD. 
SS SS 
No, 249. 
Lord A, Loftus to Earl Gransille— (Received May 5.) 
i ‘aed = St. Petersburgh, rit 0, 1873. 
My Lord. reronce to my despatch No. 21 of the 3rd instant, on'the subject of the 
drown ap in the fnperial Minit for Foeign ‘Adairs, in whieh the views of the Txnperia} 
eT tl jn question are embodic = es 
Government on his aoe sour Lordship wil sec that the Imperial Goreromeat consider 
that the Suez Canal Company, are legally enone ty the pees their Conceon 
to modify the mode in which t! ues lovied, provid a st nese 
sno jum of 10 fr. per tons ‘They further consiver that the Sublime Porte, by 
the maximum of 10 Pie one empowered exercise any decision st to questions 
referring to the levying of the dues in question. BT cen exp 
Th arguuvents on which this inemoir is founded, are based on the op pressed 
oy ea Appeal at Pars andar considered by the Imperial Government a legal 
meee sion that the Tnternational Com- 
e Imperial Government, however, are of opiai C | 
talon, shore to meet Contain seul dete sd dco an sno 
ets eckanes of 0 jon fur exigine rooms, &-) applicable to 
aa a Teva ean be effected, the isputed interpretation of the “tonne 
dd eapuclté” vil be wt once solved. sre = 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 
SS 
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Earl Granville to Lord Lytton, 
(No. 141. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, May 7, 1873. 

AT an inverview which I had with the French Ambaseador, his Excellency spoke to 
me on the subject of the Suez Canal. Count d'Harcourt said that the letter of M, Bar- 
thélemy St, Hilaire to M. de Lessops was uot of the importance which seemed to have 
een attached to it by Her Majesty's Government. M. de St. Hilaire was a former 
co-Director with M. de Lesseps, although he had since resigned his place on the Bourd of 
the Company ; that he wrote to him, setting forth the views which M, Thiers had for some 
time entertained on the matter, and that the publication of this letter by M. de Lesseps 
was the individual act of that gentleman. His Excellency also said that he hd read this 
letter in the “Times,” and had considered it of so little importance that he had not alluded 
to it in his correspondence with M. de Rémusat. T answered that I could niot take that 
view of the letter. M. de St. Hiluire was the Private Secretary of M. Thiers: the opinions 
quoted were not those of an individual, however distinguished, but those of the President 
of the Republic, exercising the (ull powers of France, and that the obvious result of 
M. de St, Hilaire ending his letter by saying that M. de Lesseps was at liberty to make 
wliat use be liked of the letter was that M, de Lessepm should do what be hat) done with 
it, namely, use it as a powerful instrament on bis aide. 

It will not be necessary for you to revert to this subject unless fresh elreumstances 
require it, 

Tam, Be. 
(Signed) GRANVILLI 


Memorendum communicated to Karl Granville by Count Cadorna, May 7, 1873, 


LE Gourememeat Russe. parsft we daccord de prendre pour base In capacité 
réelloment utile dee navires, comme cela ourait 6 établi par la Commission Internationale 
Gu Danube. La capacité utile serait tout Mespace sous déduction de In partic occupée par 
les machines et par le charbon. Cette opinion coinciderait avec Popinion da Gouverne- 
ment Halien, ea tant quielle condamne J tonnage lourd. Le Prince Chaneelier paralt 
pourtent disposé & favoriser In Compagnie cn vue de ses trie-mauvaises conditions 
financitres, 

Paprés les commento faites ai Gouvernomont Italion, les opinions et les 
propositions da Cabinet de Vienne seraieat comme tl sult. 

Tl parait que les Puissances sont désormais daocord sur la niunion d'une Commission 
tau double objet de fiser un type pour Je jougeage, ot pour aviaor aur la question du tari 
du Ca de Suea. 

Le Cabinet de Vienoe aurait formelloment sollicité Ia Sublite Porte & proparer un 
prime meré your a dt Commision et eonforne b pinion dw Poa, et 

ndresser les lettres de convocation pour uno date apécifide, ct A fixer la réanion A Con- 
stantinople. Le Chancelier de Empire pensomnit que len divergences existantes ne 
constituent pas une vraie difficulté. A l'égard, spécialoment, de l'approbation de la part 
de chaque Puissance des délibérations de la Commission, il lui paralt que la réserve de 
cette approbation est une consiquence implicite dv eametére purement consultatif de Ia 
Commission. Lfopinion divergente de la France aurait pour a nature une portée plus 
considérable, si elle ne préjugeait pas te vote de la Commission, et si elle we se trouvait 
pas en opposition A Tinvitation memo faite par la Sublime Porte.’ Le Cabinet de Vienne 
Sencrait préoeeapé de la condition préalable mise par IItalie, Angleterre, et In France, 
que, avant tout, la Compagnio da Canal doive revenir au tari liga, et de Ja dit 
goss Sublime’ Porte toave prendre la responsabilité de le lui ordonner. Le Cab 

le Vienne penseruit que la Sublime Porte peut et devrait le faire: mals pour faciliter 
TAloignement de cet obstacle, il aurait suggéré an expédient, A. cet effet il aurait sugeéré 
{oc Ton ordonne 3 in Compagnie le rtour & la mesure de reyiatre, taoyenant ln fucults 

wisoire de porter ia taxe de 10 a 12 francs Ia tonne, jusqua c¢ que fs Commission ait 
dibéré la taxe de 12 plutdt que de 10 francs. 

‘Le Cabinet de Home, entrant dans ces mémes vues a donné & Constantinople dea 

instructions conformes A ‘celles da Cabinet de Vienne Ia considéré que, 
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ugmentation d'un cinquigme de la taxe soit grave, Vexpédient surait Vavantage de faire, 
accomplir le retour de Is Compagnie au systeme Iégal, et d’éloigner le principal obstacte & 
la réunion de la Commission, rendant ainsi possible la condamnation définitive du nouveau 
tarif de la compagnie, qui aurait porté Yougmentation de la taxe du 40 au 60 pour cent. 
Le Gouvernement Italien verrsit avec le plus grand plaisir que Je Gouvernement 
Britannique jugelt de pouvoir s’associer aux démarches de I'talie et de !Autriche. 
20, Hill Street, Berkeley Square, le Mai, 1573. 


———— SS 


No. 252. 
Bart Granville to Sie A. Bvehw 


(No. 12. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Mey 9, 

[TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of @ inemomndum como 
to me by Count Beast, containing a further statement of the views of bis Government 
with regard to the question of the Suez Canal, in addition to the memorandam of which 
{1 copy was jnclosed in my despatch, Commercial, No. 9, of the 26th ultimo. 

alo transmit to your Excellency a copy of a memorandum communicated to me by 
Chevalier Cadorna, explaining the views of the Ttalian Government, and referring to & 
izgestion which that Government understood to have been made by the Government of 
‘Auntria with regard to the sanction by the Porte of a temporary increase of the Canal 
‘dues pending the discussion and settlement of the matter by means of the International 
Commission 

‘As there seomed a difference between the statements in these papers of the opinion 

held by the Austrian Government, I spoke to Count Beust and to Count Cadorna on the 
ject, and requested thera to communicate with one another, and also asked Count Boust 

o refer, if neceasary, to Count Anieasty, 40 that Her Majesty's Government might be 
stinctly informed what were esnetly the views of the Austrian Government. 

‘Count Beust called on me tovday, and said that Count Cadorma bad fornished him 
with a copy of the memorandum explanatory of the views of the Italian Government, and 
that ho bad also telegraphed to Vienna. The answer which he received fiom Vienna was 
that the Austrian Government propased that there might be a provisional increase of dace 
of 2 fr. per from 10 f. per ton to 12 fr. per ton, wo that as Her Majesty's 
Government had expressed their wilingoers to cousent to 12} ff. there could be oo 
objection on their part to 12 fr.; on tho other bund, there was only the difference of the 
definite period of a year contemplated in tho proposal to which Her “Majesty's Government 
‘nnd not objeoted, daring which this Increase was to be allowed, and the less definite period 

regeated by the Austrian Government. 

T expressed my opinion that the deGnite period was for many reasons the best, and 
Count Beust thoaght there would probably be no strong objections on the part of the 
‘Austrian Goverament to its adoption, 

‘We had somo farther conversation on the dend-lock at which the question had arrived 
1 informed him that the French Ambassador wan coming 10 speak to. me on the matter, 
tnd I would further communicate with hit. 

‘The Fronch Ambassador cwme accordingly, but on my asking his Excelleney what it 
‘vas he wished to ray on the subject of the Suez Canal, he observed that be should prefer 
postponing for a fow days any remarks he had to make, 


Tam, &. 
Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No, 259. 
Laril Lytton to art Grancille—(Received Moy 10.) 


(No. 21. Commercial) 
My Lord, F Poris, May 7, 1873. 

T HAVE the honour, with reference to your Lordship's Commercial despatch No. 182 
of the 28th ultimo, and to previous e see, to transmit here ny of a note 
ghd of its inclosures, which I have received from M. ‘reitt, Legal Adviser to the Embassy, 
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on the subject of the action which the Messageries Maritimes have brought against the 
Suez Canal Company. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) LYTTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 253, 


M. Treitt to Lord Lytton. 
Paris, le 
TL ¥ a un mois environ j'ai ca Vhonneut d'informer son. Excellence que les 
Messageries allaient recommencer des procédures contre le Canal de Suez. 
in effet citation a été laugée il y a quelques jours. 
Le Canal de Sues I's publié: dans son bulletin décadaire. 
‘Je mempresse de mettre sous ce pli quatre exemplaires de eatte assignation. 
(Sigué)  TREITT. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 253. 
Kavract from the Credit Public” of May 3, 1873. 


Lr Caxat nx Sore xr mis Messacenies—LE procts qui avait ét6 intenté aux 
ctionnaires du Canal de Sues par Jos Mestagerics Maritimes devant te Tribunal de 
Commerce de In Seine, et quian arrit de la Cour d’Appel avait rdsolu, en droit, en favour 
de la Compagnie de Sucr, va étre plaidé A nowvena devant to Tribunal de Commerce, 
Une nouvelle assignation vient, en offet, d'etre remise par lon Mesaageries au Conseil 
d'Administention de Suez, Cette assignation est trop longue pour Gre teproduite iol; te 
‘ Balletin Déeadaire” de Suez. le donne en entier ea en faisant ressortir les connéquences. 

Nous aurons occasion d'eatreteair nos Tecteurs de cet incident, mals nous eroyons 
pouvoir, dis aujourd'hui, leur indiquer Je but de cette manifestation, "Le but dos Messn- 
series est tonjours le fe Société veut, se sousteaire—A tort ow A raison—a Ia 
pereeption dex droits basés sur lo “ gross tonnage” des navires§ elle nie A In Compagnie de 
Kier le druit de baser ves toxes su ia capacité elle e refuse & admettro que M. de Laosseps, 
pour percevoir les taxes de navigation, at le droit de procéder au mesurnge des navires, 

[> premier procis, perdu par les Meteageries. avait pour but de limiter Ia pereeption 
des droits ats tonnage inscrit nur lot papices de bond comme tonnage offical net, Pour 
havires des Meaageries, co tonnage exprimait a peine lex quarapte-contiomos de la eapacité 
téelle. Larrét do ln Cour d’Appel ayant mix a néant cette prétention, les Messag 
fujourd’hal ne ré&lament plus une porception base sur le tonnage official net; elles 
Voodraient aubstituer au tonneau valeur, e'est-indire ou tonneau de expacité, wn tonncas 
Jourd, un poids. Or, assizna Tessa gerbes indique ello-méme Ia coriwiquence de 
cette prétention. Il en résulterait que pour leur navire "* Ernine,” par exemple, 
tion des taxes ne #0 fereit que aur un tonnage ne reprisentant que le quart dv tonnage 
cofficieal net et toins que lo septidine de 1a eapacité de co paquebiot. 

‘Nous nous contentons de signaler le fait, nous réscrvant d'étudier ce second, procs 
comme nous avons étudié le premier 

Nous constaterons, toutefvis, que cette nouvelle assignation, bawe sur Turret de la 
Cour dAppel de Paris, bien qu’avec des réscrves, donne one réelle force A cet arrit et 
‘afhiblit singulidrement Kappel en cassation. Nous retmarquons, en outre, le retour & Paris 
de Vadninntrnteur dey Messager, oh ait readu ‘Constantivople et qui revient sans 
avoir rien obtenu da Sulta 

Nous tie eroyons pas que co nouveau procts nit de nature A inspirer ta molndre 

tude aux sctionnaires de Sues 


Inclosure 3 ia No. 25%. 
Extract from “La Liberté” of May 


LES cours des actions de Suez ont 6 trés tourmonté® ovtte semains, ce qui, ev 
Achors da découragement général, a tenu A la faible recette de In deraitre décade d’Avril et 
‘au nouvenu. procs inteuté par les Messageries. On ne tanlers pas d se remettre de cette 
slag, go est mans moti eax. 

(37 aB 
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La recette du canal, pour ie mois entier, dépasse, en effet, 2,000,000 de francs, et ce 
n'est qu’aux manvais temps qui ont nfgné pendant la derniée semaine du mois et qui ont 
4é défayorable a la navigation, qu'on doit le ralentissement qui s'est produit dans l'arrivée 
‘des navires ; vingt-neuf seolement se sont présentés, 

Le mois de Mai profitern de ce ralentissement accidentel, car le relevé officiel des 
navires en charge, en partance ou en route pour le canal, le 1"’Mai, s'love su chiffre de 
379, Parmi ces navires on remarque plusicurs paquebots de Ja grande Compagnie pastale 
‘Anglaise Péoinsulaire et Orientale. Cette Compagnie doit, i dater du 13 Mai, adopter 
officicllement le canal pour Je transport régulier de la malls des Indes. 

Lientreprise du Canal de Sucz a la boone fortune de recevoir ses revettes de toutes les 

i, tle les recevoir en Egypte, re ainsi A Vebri de tout événement national par- 
ticulice, Il n'est pas jusqu'aux mauvaises nouvelles qui ne lui deviennent en quelque sorte 
fayorabies. La déinito des Hollandals & Atchin va néeessiter une expéition, et cette 
expédition fora passer pur In canal des navires et des hommes en grande nombre. “Quatorze 
aviror ont été reteaue par le gouvernement des Pays-Bns, et on parle d'un envoi de 10,000 
noldats, Les Hollandais, comme Jes Anglais, doivent commencer & apprécier le service 
immense que leur rend cette grande vole directement ouverte vers leurs Colonies. 

‘Quant ni nouypau procts des Messagerics il est absolument sans base. Cette 

est méme trompée d'adrosse ; c'est & Ja premigre chambre de la Cour qu'elle 

mavoyer son assignation, car o'eat & la rédaction d'un pasage de Varrét qu'elle 
‘eh prond uniquement. Elle woudrait n'eavisager le tonneau de mer que sous le rapport 
dy poids ot faire abstraction de Ia eapacité, qui ext la xeulo base reconnue par VActe de 
Concession du Canal. 

Fen ne tenant compte que du poids, les Mouugerios prétendraient n'uvoir A payer que 
Ja moitié, le tiers, ou méme,le quart de la taxe primitive. 

‘Ainsi lo ‘* Cambodge,” dont le tonnage officiel eat de 1,652 tonneaux, et dont la 
capncité réello est de 2,6 de. capacité, ne pourrait porter, suivant cette Compagnie, que 
509 tonneaus de 1,000 kilogrammes, et ne devrait payer que pour ee poids, 

“Le Menaaleh,” dont fo tonnage officiel est de 1,008 tonnenux, et le oapacité réelle 
de 1,502 tonneaux de capacité, no devrait payer que pour 374 touneaax de 

“L'Ermine” enfin devrait ére eotée A 166 tonneaux de poi 
officielle do 648 tonneaux, ot de la cote réelie do 1,191 tonneaux de capacité 

‘Creat lo cas do dire que qui trop praave no prouve rien ; munis ici on prouve surtout 
inal, La démonstention des Messagericn ext méme absurde, qu'on nous permette le mot, 

Comment seruit-ll_ possible, en effet, de supprimer Ta mesure de cxpacité, surtout 
oraque c'eat In seule qui soit indiquée dans Vacte de concession, de telle sorte qu’an abjet 
de mode qui occuperait ospace d'un ou de plusieurs métres cules ne devrait dtro taxé que 
pone son pods qu et presque nlf 

Veasagerien font A ce sujet un faux et grand étalage de science sur ce qu'on 
dolt entendre par Ie tonneax de mer, qui, suivant elles, ne représente qu'an poids de 
1,000 kilogrammes. 

Quielles nous pormettent alors de lear apprendre si, au fond, elles ne fe savent pas 
nuasi bien que nous, que tous lee poids, mesures et mounaies de France reposout sur ts 
mime unite, qui est fo métre, ou la quarante-millianidime partio du méridien terrestre. 

Creat daprds cette seule unité qu'est réglée la capacité ou lo poids, 

Le tonneau nest done pas plus le poids que le volume ; il est Tun ou Twuteo, suivant 
sa ature; mais ta base du jaugeage des navires, d'aprts lo cabier des charges de la 
‘Compagnie de Suez, n'est autre que celle de la expacité, et tn difficulté entre les Message- 
ties ec is Compagnie du eatial se Rduit h savoir si Ton doit prendre pour cette mesure whe 
base fauee et purement conventionnelle ow une rielle. 

Le bon sons comme In science succordaicnt pour donner raison & la Compagnie de 
Sucr. La jastice enw décidé ainsi A son tour: il n'y a plus d y revenir. 


No, 254. 
Mr, Plummer, Jun., to Earl Grancille—(Received May 12.) 


Newenstle ond Guteshead Chamber of Commerce, 
My Land Neweenatle-vpon-Tyne, May 8, 1873. 

T'AM requested to deaw your Lordsbip’s attention to a telegraim from Constantinople 
(attaches hereto), relating to the Suex Canal dues, and which appeared in the ‘* Times” 
Of the 7th instant and I'am directed to inquire whether Her Majesty's Government have 
‘agreed that the question relutive to the Canal dues should be adjudicated oo by the 
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Commission referred to in the telegram, instead of by the International Conference, to 
which, your Lordship informed this Chamber, Her Majesty's Government had been invited 
to send a representative by the Porte. 

‘As it has been previously stated that the Commission now referred to had been 
suzgested by M. de Lesseps, presumedly in the interests of the Canal Company, this 
Chamber cannot but view with alarm the submission of the question at issue to such a 
tribunal, and should the actioa of the Parte have been correctly stated in the telegram, 1 
fam directed respectfully to urge on your Lordship the extreme importance of Her Majesty's 
Government taking all possible means to insure British interests being properly brought 
before and considered by the Commission. 


T have, &e- 
(Signed) B, PLUMMER, Jun,, Seoretary. 


Inclosore in No, 264. 
Estract from the * Times" of May 7, 1873. 
‘Tue Sure Caxat 
(By Telegraph.) 
(Frou our own Correspondent.) 


Constantinople, May 5, 1873. 
A COMMISSION, composed of oificers connected with tho Ministries of M 
Foreign Affairs, and. of Public Works, and of Councillors of State, prosided over by Riza 
Pasha, Minister of Marine, has been fed to determine the interprotation to he applied 
to that part of the firman granting the concession of tho Suex Canal which refers to the 
tolls to be levied on shipping. 


Ee 
No. 255. 
Karl Growwille 60 Sir H. Blot, 


(No. 70. Commercial.) 
i Foreign Offer, May 12, 1873, 

1 HAVE. received your telegenphic dexpatch of the Grh instant, stating that » 
‘Commission hax been formed for the purpose of reporting to the Porte whether, in ndopting 
the now seale of dues, the Sue Canol Company has kept within the limits of the concession 
sanctioned by the Porte. bs 

‘Her Majesty's Government presume that the Commission thus uppelated in the 
Commission which you reported in your Excellency’s despatch, Commercial, No. 7 of the 
20th of January, that it was the intention of the Porte to appoint, and to which I referred 
in my deapateh, Commercial, No. 24 of the rd of March. 

‘Tt would not, however, appear that this Commission Is authorized to recommend any 
increase of dues, as bad been contemplated that the Commission then in view might do 
though this result might be brought ubont were it tu endorse the chango in the basis of 
the tonnage-dues adopted by the Canal Company. on a, 

Her Majesty's Government are not informed who are the fonctionnries who constitute 
the Commission, or what are their qualifications for the position; but you will see from 
the letter from the Newcastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce, of which | inclose a 
copy,? the apprebensions to which its appointineot has given rise. 

‘Lalso Gransinit to you copies of a Memorundam communicated by Count Beust,f and 
‘ofa Memorandum commanicsted to we by the Chovalior Cudorna.t showing the opinions 
of the Austrian and Italian Governments as to the course to be pursued, together with a 
copy of a despatch which T have addressed to Hor Majesty's Ambassador at Vienna} stating 
the further explanations with which T bave been furaished of the views of the Austrian 
Government 

Both these Governments urge that the International Commission which the Porte 


Ra ae + No 243, $ No. abt. § No. 280, 
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‘ jth the whole questi 

thas summoned should be convened without delay, and should deal wit 
toth of the basis of tonnage and scale of dues;'and I have to request your Excellency to 
fet in concert with your Austrian, Geriao, and Tialiaa colleagues as maach 5 pose; 
tid to press for the matter of the dues being referred to the International Commissio 
vofore the Porte comes to any decision upon it. 
efor th reeand (0 the suggestion for a temporary increase of the dues, I have to refer 
you to my despatch, Commercial, No. 63 of the 20th ultimo. 

T have informed you of the substance of this despatch by elegans 


am, fe. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
a Se SSS ee 
No. 256. 
Earl Granville to Sir H, Blot. 


Yo. 71. Commercial, Confidential, : f 
(No.7. Comm ial, Confidential) oe fr Mo 168 
” LHAVE to state to your Excellenoy that, if you have ‘upon which you can 
rely faa baloring, ns intimated in your tetozram of yesterday, that the ‘Turki i Commision 
will roport adversely to tho elnits of the Canal Company, you may delay acting upon th 
instevetions. contained in my other despatch, Commercial, 10 of thin day's date, 
(1 the Sucx Canal Dues. 
eri informed you of Ue substance of this despatch by telegraph, 


fam, Se. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
er 
No. 267, 


Sir H. Biltiot (o Kort Granville —(Reecived May 13.) 


Constantinople, May 13, 1873. 


Geen? ud Visior youterday gave roason to expect a stishetory decision 


THE ecg at 
inthe Suce Canal dues : 
; noe ‘Commission is not unanimous, the jority are favourable to o 


° fe acts upon it, Wit 
ne report will be communicated to me before the Porte acts upon i 
dre ton onthe pout of reporting, the Auscan propoal for rofersng 
queation to the taterational Corsiaion won, nt be entered by the Fete 
ot bo tl to any useful reault if it micets at Constantinople, 
Koal net inertmenta 1 have wnged upon the Grand Viler and Safvet Pasha tht 


i should moet lon, foal by tee Majesty's Government, and they are both 
i should ee tthe eoncurtmnce of the diferent Governments cin be binned, A 


inople woukd be unable to procure any information from 


No, 288. 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Groneille.—(Received May 13) 


eee mae) Comune, My 1 1873 
My 1") LESSEPS called upoo me a few days ago to endeavour to induce me to 
eset that the question of the right of ue Canal enines toh ae dues as 
fey have been dolng since last July should be submitted to the Council of Stato, | 
Tie wont not be sai, bold: himself Bound by m decision which the Porte shou 
arrive at in any other way ; that nothing bat a“ rapport motivé,’ prea after d to 
ny had! beet hour by the Council of State and approved by the Sultan, would satisfy 


bit, 


{ replied that, what T fad done was to, call upon the Porte to declare the meaning 


‘which they attached to the terms of the Concession they had granted; that 1 had not 
Tempted to dictate to them the particular mode or the particular persous by whorn the 
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question was to be examined. He had himself ssid that he would be bound by the 
decision of the Porte, and it was for the Sultan's Ministers to declare what’ that 
decision was. 

I told him that I had not concealed my opinion that no body could be less calculated 
than the Council of State to inspire confidence in. the examination of such a question as 
this; but there were able men belonging to it, and I should not object to their being 
constlted, 

‘The French Ambassador, who has been supporting M, de Lesseps in his endeavours 
to get the matter referred to the Council of State, lus also asked me why I objected to it, 
I said my objections were founded on what I had scen of the Body, and of its mode o 
proceeding. It was to a great extent composed of persons for whom it was wished to find 
some remunerative employment, but who were not conaidered fit for a more responsible 
post; not very many of them spoke French, and thove who did were men in whom I could 
hiot feel as much confidence as in the Council of Ministers, which is tho real executive 
authority of the Empire. 

T subsequently learnt from So(vet Pasha that M. de Lessops had written to hitn 
stating himself ready to give up the Counell of State and ‘to refer the question to a 
‘Comission composed of thirteon members, whom he named, which was to conduct its 
proceedings according to form which he laid downs but this attempt to impose his own 
tribunal upon the Porte, and to select the members of it, has prodaced an effect contrary 
to his wishes. 

T have, Be. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 259, 
Sir H. Eliot to Earl Granville.—(Received May 13.) 


(No. 75. Commercial) 
My Lord, Constantinople, May 1, 187: 

THE Austrian Minister has communicated to Safvet Pasha instructions which he has 
received from his Government on the question of the Suet Canal duos, which rathor 
modify the position which they had hitherto taken upon it in concert with Her Majesty's 
Government, 

Count Andrassy considers that the demand for a. return to the original system of 
caleulating the dues, ns a preliminary step to the formation of a Commission, may perhaps 
be the chief impediment to the progress of the question. 

, therefore, disposed to abandon the demand for the immediate revocation of the 
‘Turifl of March 1872, on the express condition that the propovd Commission should not 
‘only be called upon to pronounce upon an universal system of tonnage, but should have 
the special task of assisting the Porte ia the solution of the whole question of the 
Canal duce, 

Count Ludolt and Safvet Pasha having asked me whether I could support these 
views, I have said that I was not in a position to do 60. 

Hor Majesty's Government, in conveying their consent to take part in the Commis- 
siva, had at the same time directed me to call upon the Porte to eeuse the orginal system 
of levying the duct to be reverted to, as the only one which they recognize ax logal, and 
J eaid T hid no reason for supposing that Her Majesty's Government intended to withdraw 
that demand, 

‘The course proposed lyy Count Andraisy ie open to the obvious objection that if the 
now scale of dues is to continue to be levied till the Commission has reported, and till th 
Report has received the unanimous acceptation of the diferent Governments, 4 premi 
for delay would be held out not likely to be nezlected by the advocates of the views of the 
Canal Company. 

Another dificulty would lie in the repugnance of the Porte to submit th ning to 
be attached to the terms of an Imperial Firman to the decision of on Tnternational Com- 
rission ; but it is not altogether impossible that, under pressure of the embarrassinent felt 

being called upon themselves to decide, the Sultan's Govarnment might be induced to 
appeal to the Commission in such a manner as to have the apparance of saving their own 
dignity and authority. 

They might, for instance, say that the meaning of the “tonneau de eapaciti” upon 
hich te meee authorized to levy their dues, being open to doubt, the Porte, 


a0 





190 


before coming to a decision, wished to have the benefit of the opinion of the competent 
men who would compose the Commission, 

‘There are, on the oth Various advantages to be urged in favour of Count 

proposal the chief being, the probability that a decision thus arrived at would 
{o turther controversy, abd the consideration is not oae to be underrated ; for 
Pre must not suppose that our dificulties are at an end if we succeed in obtaining from the 
Porte an authoritative declaration that the change introduced without their sanction was 

‘llega, and that the original system must be reverted to. 
NI. de Lesseps openly declares that he will submit to no such decision of the Sultan's 
‘nt unless itis arrived at by the modes he dictates, of whieh I have informed your 

mother despateh. 

Tits many be, and perhape is, a mere threat; but M. de Lesseps appears confident of 
tho support of the Pronch Governtnent, and if ho believes that he can count upon it, there 
inno ying to what lengths he may not be ready to proceed, It might, therefore, possibly 
become neccssary to employ measures of coercion to enforce compliance with the injune~ 
tions of the Porte c question would be still further embittered. 

Ifthe French cnt, on the other hand, were to consent Co the course proposed 
by Count Andras ‘ould va longer support M, de Lesseps in resisting the decision 
that might be arrived at, and the danger of fature difficulties would be avoided, while ite 
heceptance by Hor Majesty's Government would also. show that they did not insist wpoa 
having the interpretation of the Firman decided in. the manver that happened to be movt 
udvantagoous to British interests, but were willing that it should be examined fhiely, and 
resolved upon its own merits, 

“An itguity by some competent persons into the real meaning of the words of the 
concemion hae indeed almost become & necessity, from the fact that the Porte being admit 
teally unablo to aay what they intended to convey by them, is obliged to try to ascertain 
the equitable signification of the torus 

Tigathor from Count Ludolf that the views of Count Andmssy have been communi- 
cated to Her Majesty"s Government, and they will have already been under consideratic 
but in transmitting the summary which has been given to me, I have endeavoured to 
convey to your Lordship my own impressioos as to what may be sad both for and ngniont 
their adoption, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY BLLIOT. 


ee 


Tnclosure in No. 


Count Andrasyy to Count Ludolf, 


(Bxtrait,) 

DEJA dans ma note du 13 Pivrior adresige AM, Ambassadeur Ottoman & 
Vienne, pour lui exptimer notre assentiment & la Commission Internationale qui aura A 
se pronorcer aur un mode de jug univers Ya relené Toprortunité que elie meme 
Commission soit aussi chargée de examen et du reglement des questions relativement au 
Canal do Suez, 

‘Selon moi, cette mani’ro de voie ne diffire pas quenticllement de celle du Cabinet 
Betannique, ear si méme Lord Granville a crn que cette dernidre question devait tre 
raglée par une Commission Ottomane, i a néanmoins vooly se ‘une eertaine 
influence sur les négoclations ot décisions de cette Commission. Mais ne serait-ce pas 
jus simple et plus pratique, ot les droits de la Porte no so trouvernient-ils pax également 
Tanvegurté sion Iu propose de confer ellenéme la solution du différend directement & la 
Commission Taternationale, ou bien de tui demander quelle admette Vinfluence légitime 
des Gouvernements étrangers dane manitre indirect et sous In forme de demandes séparées 
‘qui risqueraient méme do we eontredire ot par conséquent do xe cootraricr 

‘Nous savons ailleurs que le Gouvernement Anglais « Uda télégraphié & ton Ambas- 
sadeur h Constantinople sous fe 20 Mara dane le sens que ln Commission Internationale 
tlovrait dtre chang’ aussi de lx décision des questions qui xe rapportent au Canal de Suez, 
ct Italie ina’ que Y Allemagne sont du mémne avin, 

Far conte, semble In Russo set ropprochée dans lex deraiory temps de la 
oaniie do voir du Cabinet Frangais, qui veut que la Porte se prononee d’abord sur Vinter- 
prétation du terme “tonneau de enpacté,” et que la déGuition qu'elle donnerat & cette 
Expression du Firman soit prise pour base des délibérations vltérieures de Ia Commission. 

“Mais, puisqu’une pareille interprétation, en vue des opinions divergeates qui se sont 


1 


manifestées & cet égard, présentersit des difficultés et pourrait retarder indéfiniment Is 
Aécision de Maffaire, nous croyons qu'il fuudrait dissaader In Sublime Porte de stenguger 
dans cette voie, et lui conseiller au contraire de formuler sans retard un programme précis 
‘pour les délibérations de la Commission Internationale, Ce programme urat hembrasser 
fon seulement la tiche goéale en ce qui eonceme le jaigeage universe rs sts 
‘mission spéciale d’sider la Sublime Porte dan la solution de la question du Canal de Suez 
en tant qu’l s'agit de concilier Ia perception future des dreits de passage aveo les intéréts 
ot de la Compagnie ot de In navigation étrangére. 

‘Sur la base de ce programme la Sublime Porte devrait ensuite udresser aux Gouverne~ 
meats, le plus tot possible, Ninvitation formelle de nommer et d'envoyer leurs Commissaires 
et fixer un terme rapproché pour lear réunion & Constantinople. 

Tl se pourrait que la demande poor la révocation préalable du Tarif du 4 Mars, 1872, 
er nom trent malniena jn’ ptsnt, devnane uno spechement A In mise en pratique 

propositions susmentionnées. Or, et puisque nous n'avons rien de plus & eceur que le 
rompt aplanioerent da end lest ps denote itt de nos fet 8 ‘nous-méme 
ficultés, Je scrais done disposé A renoncer & cette demande, mais & la condition 
expresse qac Ia Sublime Porte adopte franchement et promptennent es. propositions 
formulées plus haut. Par le fait que nous ne reconuaissons pas la Kégalité ate da 
4 Mars, 1872, que nos navires ne paient le péage nouveau quo sous protét, le point de 
droit we pariit suffisamment ssnvegardé, et nous avons dautant moins de raisons & nous 
exter des retards, par une trop grande roidur sous ce rapport, que novs nove sommes dh 
déelaré nettre provisoirement une augmentation des droite porgus antérieuromen 
als mat ion du Tait Ga 4 Mars. nis ia : 


No. 260. 
Earl Granville to Sir A. Buchanan. 


(So. 13 Commercial. Confidential.) 
: Foreign Offee, May 14, 187 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 12, Commercial, of the th instant, I inclose 
for your Excelleney’s information copies of to despatches which 1 have addressed to 
Sir H. Elliot on the subject of the Suez Canal ducs;* 1 also inclose copy of telegram received 
from Sir H. Elliott 

Lam, &e. 
(For Earl Granville) 
(Signed) TENTERDEN, 


ir H. Elliot to Earl Granville {Received May 1%.) 


(No. 79, Commercial.) 
My 


yy Lord, Constontinople, May 7, 18% 
‘THE Commission appointed by the Porto to report upon the question of the 

Canal Dues is carefully constituted, and is composed as follows :— 

Riza Pasha, Minister of Marine, President : 

Djevdet Patha, Minister of Public Instructions 

Rashid Pasha, Minister of Public Works; 

Kiani Pasha 

Salih Pasha, Admiral of the Port; 

Madril Effendi, Sub-Director of the Lighthouses 

‘Alexandre Effendi, Under-Secretary in the Foreign Department ; 

Parsis Bisa Lagal Advice of the Fora} 

M. Ritter, Engineer attached to the Public Works; 

Said Efendi and Odian Effendi, members of the Council of State. 


1 considered it of importance to avoid the risk of the Commission being tempted to 
wander beyond its proper province ; and I therefore instructed ‘Mr. Pisani to ask the Grand. 


Nos. 255 and 256. + No, 2 
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Vizoir whether I might inform your Lordship that its duty would be simply to report, first, 
Minter the concesion sanctioned by the ‘Turkish Government authorized the Canal 
Company to levy their dues upon anything but the officially registered tonnage of the 
ships, which was the only acknowledged system under which tonnage dues in Turkey were 
levied according to the Ottoman Law; and, secondly, supposing the Commission con- 
sidered that the concession conferred the right of levying the dues on some other system, 
‘was the Company authorized, upon its own authority, and without the concurrence of the 
Porto, in adopting an entirely new and arbit of measurement ? 

ifthe Commission wont beyond these points it would be touching upon matters that 
belonged properly to the proposed International Cornmission. ; 

fhe ‘Grand-Vizier replied that the inquiry of the Commission would, be strictly 

confined within the limits I had supposed; they would make their Report, which would 
Be taken into the consideration ot the Council of Ministers, who would pronounce theit 
‘own opinion. ‘. 

‘There is evory probability of M. do Lesseps making strenuous effort to be examined 
by this Commission and although 1 hago never wished to prevent the question at sue 
from being fairly and impartially examined, 1 cousidered myself justified in expressing 
strong opinion against the adoption of such n course, i 3 

Enough has been written on the two sides to enable the Commission to satisfy thern~ 
selves of the stute of the caso without oral evidence ; and 1 therefore represented that if 
M.do Leaseps were heard he must be looked upon as the advocate of one of the parties 
interented and thot te other side Would be entitled to the sane favour, 

have, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Lord Lytton to Earl Graneitle—(Received May 17.) 


(No. 32. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 


T HAVE the honoue to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch 
which I have received from Her Majesty's C waul at Marseilles, addressed to Lord Lyons, 
‘on the subject of the sult betwe the Mesageries Maritimes and the Suez Canal 
ante Thave, Re, 

(Signed) LYTTON. 
Se 
Inclosure in No. 262. 
oneal Mark to Lord Lytton. 
Morscilen, May 14, 1873, 

My Lord, , May 14, 1873. 

y Het rt reference to yout Lordship's despatch of the 3rd ultimo, T have the hooour 
to stuie thats for the preseat, there does uot appear to be much probability of the 
tao he Mcmgeien Niven an the Sore Catal Company coming up i any shape 

fore the Tribunal of Commerce at Marseilles. c - 
talon oe oy as your Lanlsbip. Is aware, in How before the Cour de Casati at Pare 
aod the Director of tho Mesaageries here tells me that it is his private opinion that it wi 
tot be burried through that ‘Tribunal, nod it will be for the Court either to render a 
Hatintiye judgment thereon, or to aus an order for the suit to be recommenced in some 
other shape, ond the Court Keelf wil natne the Tribanal in which it isto be heard. 

“Le Direetor told we quite consdentially that the Messageries, who are iaterested in 

Ne extent of 700,000 france per annutn, count more upon British Arobas- 

Jnatantinopte for a favourable solution, than upos the doings of the 

The Director further informed we that he bolieved the Messogeries 

ult wot view unforouraby a tecpornry augmentation of the tll on their ships to the 
a ot francs a ton, but that they nawise saw the justice or the necessity of at once 
ciublistiog’s permanent addition of 30 per cent. on the original Tarif. : 

Ht are iniora sour Lagdship sboold I bear austhing of interest string in 

we mallets 
— have, & 
(Signed) EDWD. W. MARK. 


OO 
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No. 263. 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Grancille-—(Received May 20.) 


(No. 83. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Therapia, May 9, 1873. 

‘THE Austrian Minister has asked me to make a representation to the Porte upon the 
Suez Canal Dues similar to that which be had bimself conveyed by the instruction to his 
@ragoman, herewith inclased in copy. 

With every wish to act in concert with him in a matter in which we have the same 
cies in view, T elt obliga t delle to, emocite ym a this ep, and profered 
adhering to the line indicated by your Lordship's instructions, which appoors in every 
revpect preferable. 

Having reason to believe that the Commission now sitting would pronounce an 
pinion advere tothe change in the mode of levying tho dues, 1 was unwilling to bold 
language implying a doubt of the courne that would be followed by the Porte: while 
Count Ladolts instruction seemed baved upon the assumption that the Sultan's Govert~ 
ment would not move in the matter, 

‘Tho Porte had, moreover, repeatedly deelared that it was not disposed to submit the 
terms sed ia the Firman of Concession to the interpretation of the proposed European 
Commission ; and if the meaning of those terms, and consequently the legality of the 
present mode of levying the dues, we to be decided hy the Turkish Government, I wos 
tunable to sce any special necessity for hurrying on the convocation of the European 
‘Commission, which ix convoked for the general purpose of arriving at a common inter- 
national aystem of tonnage measurement. 

‘There was likewise another consideration which would of itself have sufficed to 
Prevent me from jolaing with Count Lado in calling for the imnodiate conrogation ofthe 

jnternational Commission, 

Ho astuemes that it i* to be held at Constantinople, and requests that the different 
Governments may be at once invited to send their Commissioners herw ; whereas Her 
Majesty's Goverument, and 1 believe the French Government nlso, consider that it would 
‘be more desirable thot it should meet in London. 

‘Aw I ani unable to perceive one single argument of any force that can be alleged in 

‘of Constantinople, it is greatly to be desired that Herr Majesty's Government may 
to pervonde those Governments which have pronounced for it to reconsider their 
opinio 

‘The object of the Commission is to devise a uniform mode of measuting ships, and 
of calealating the tonnage upon which dues ought to be levied—not in the Suex Canal 
alone, but everywhere. 

Much scientific and techoical informotion will be required to enable the Commissioners 
to arrive at conclusions worthy of earrying weight with them ; and no such information wil 
be available here, where neither a shipbuikler of importance, nor any person who has 
studied the question scientifically, could be referred to; whereas in England they might be 
found in abundance. 

U have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


Tnclosure in No, 263. 
Count Ladolf to M. de Webenan, 


(Extrait. Constantinople, le 7 Mai, 1873. 

VOUS représenteree dono, Monsieur, A ron Excellence Safvet Pacha la nécessité do 
remédicr sane retard aux plaintes Kitimes de la navigation, soit jue la révooution pro- 
Visoite du Tarif du 4 Mars, 1872, aoit par Ia prompts convocation we la Commission 
Internationale, 

__Si som Excellence devuit se déclarer pour cette seconde modalité, vous prieriex M. lo 
Ministre dex Affaires Etrangéres de vouloir bien le plus tit possible adresser aux différents 
Gouyernements qui seront représenté dans ta Commission Internationale, et qui, i ce qui 
je sais, y ont dda tous donné leur adhésion, invitation formelle fe nomnmer leurs délégués 
et de les envoyer & Constantinople en fixant un terme rapproché pour leur réunion et en 
tragant davance le programme qu’ils auront  suivro et qui me semble se résumer duns les 
deux pints erates 

(21 2D 





toe 


1. De délibérer dés--présent sur 'adoption d’an mode de jaugeage des navires et d'un 
tonneau type ; et 

‘2. De proposer & la Sublime Porte un mode pratique et équitable de coacilier V'inter- 
prétation quo la Commission Ottomane sidgeant setuellement sera dans le cas de douncr 
au terme “tonneau de oapacité” avec les intéréts tant de la Compagnie de Suex quiavee 
coux de la navigation, eest i dire de delibérer sur le mode futur qu'il faudra adopter pour 
la perception des droits de péage au Canal de Suez, selon que ces droits devront tre 
prdevésdorénavant ou sar Is tae des papers de bord, ou sr calle de Fespce tiie 
les navires 

En définissant ainsi la tche qu'uura A remplir Ia Commission Internationale, son 
Excellence Sifvet Pacha voudra bien reconnaltre que la premiire partie pourra étre remplie 
‘sur le champ ot mame pendant que siégern encore la Commission Ottomane, et que nous 
sommes en droit diattacher de importance i ce que Ia Commission International se trouve 
4jA réunle, lorsque par suite de V'achivement des délibérations de fa Commission Ottomane 
Ws deéguls etrangers pourrontsoceuper a de la seconde partie du programroe indies 
plus haut, 


No. 204, 
Sir A. Buchanan to Earl Grancille—(Reecived May 21.) 


(No. 22. Confidential. Commercial.) 
, Vienna, May 18, 1875. 

‘A TELEGRAM from Constantinopte appeared in the papers here four days ago, 
reporting that the Turkish Commission on the Socx Canal question had decided that, 
‘oo complainant against the Turiff lately established had appeared before it, there w 
ground for interference with the regulations of the Company. 

‘up to this moming, no official information hind been received in contra 
this went, the Goverament are di to consider it untrue; but Count Andrussy 
in of opinion that, if it should prove to be correct,  remonstrance should be addressed to 
tho Porte aguinst the resolation of the Commission, and an agreement eome to between 
the Powers interested to carry out thelr views, ns to the expediency of convening an 
International Commission for the objects stated in your Lordahip’s despatch to Sir Henry 
Elliot of the 12th tnstant. 

His Excellency expressed to toe, however, « strong opinion in favour of Constantinople 
belog sted as tbe sest ofthe latenatonal Comminlon, as he seme to thik tht, were 
London fixed upon, ita meeting might be eventually prevented by intrigues on the part of 
the Khedive, or of the Governtents of France or Ruta ipl 3 


Lam, &, 
(Signed ANDREW BUCHANAN, 


No. 265. 
Sir He Elliot to Bork Granville. —(Received May 23.) 


on Commercial.) 

ly Lord, Therapia, May V3, 1873. 
WHEN 1 saw the Gmod Viaier yesterday, his language eran ed toawoa ie 
‘expect that he would adopt # proper line with regard to the Suez Canal ducs. — 

‘Althoogh the Commission has not yet agreed to a Report, ‘atl the members are not 
unanimous, it is known that the majority are in favour of declaring that the Firman of 
‘Concession did not convey to the Company the right of adopting any other basis than the 
oe register tonnage for the vatation i the dues. 

M, who ix aware that the decision is likely to be against hit, had the 
‘evening before seen the Grand Vizier, who maid that, afler showing extreme violence, he 
left the room, declaring thut since he «aw that he bad nothing to expect from the Porte 
tem igh a od nig ide ang 

a ji that to fear if M. de ‘the to 
take tbat comin ile el omalby Gem ine be Son reedy Sc eabuit be Gt asaoer 
‘of the Porte ; and if that decision proves conformable to the views of all the Govermments 
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of Burope except that of France, the latter could not support lite repudiation of it on the 
ground of the Commission not baving been composed entirely of the persons named in the 
Tist which M. de Lesseps had thought fit to send in. 

His Highness was aware that the Commission had been selected by the Porte without 
1 name being suggested by Her Majesty's Embassy, which had only expressed the expecta 
tion that it should be formed of upright and competent persons, and it could not be 
objected to as otherwise than fairly constituted. 

With reference to a complaint of M. de Lesseps, mentioned to me by the Grand 
Vizier, that Mr. Parnis, the legal adviser of the Porte, ought, as an Englishinan, to have 
been excluded from the Commission, no further answer need be given than that there is 
also among its members a very able French engineer, in the employment of the Depart 
tment of Public Works, whose name had been submitted to the Parte by M. de Lesseps for 
the Commission whieh he had himself proposed. 

M. de Lesseps intended the Cowmission to be called merely for the object of 
ratifying the aot of the Company is made suflciently evident by the inclosed copy of 
raft Report which be drew up and seat to Safvet Pasta, that it might be submitted to the 

nce of the Commission ; but this arrogant beating, terrifies Safvet Pasha, 
juces a contrary eff 

Like most of the T 
450 per ceat. more of less on passing tho C 
Porte, and he sees the necessity of making a stand against that assumption of independence 
of all control at which M. de Lessops has always aimed, 

Believing that there are grounds for tolerable confidence that the decision of the 
‘Turkish Commission will not be in favour of the Canal Company, have considored myself 
justified in abstaining for the moment from joining my Austrian and Italian colleagues in 
the manner ruggested by your Lordship's telegram of the 12th instant, 

My reasons for not having done 40, which were alrendy forwarded to your Lordship 
by port before that telegram lind reached me, will, I believe, have been found aulticient ; 
‘and Twill only add (o them that, with the Report of the ‘Turkiah Commission on the eve 
Of being issued, the Porto would hot listen to » proposal for transferring to the Internationa 
‘Commission the consideration of the question which itis examining, 

T am so aatisicd that the chance of obtaining any really valuable result from tho 
International Commission depends upoo. ita being assembled fn London, as proposed by 
Her Majeaty’s Goverament, that I have laid the advantages of it with some suecess bofore 
both the Grand Vizier ond Safvet Pasha—tho latter having told me that if tho assent of 
tho different Governments were obtained, he would prefer Landon boing decided upon. 

If your Loniship is able to obtain from the Governments which had statod their 
prefereave for Constantinople ax the place of meeting, a reconsideration of an opinion 

| possibly, without much attention, thera will not, i believe, be found much difficulty 


1 have, 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


Tnclosure in No, 
Draft of Decision proposed by M. de Lesseps for acceptance by Turkish Commission. 


L/ARTICLE 17 da Firman de Concession du 5 Janvier, 1886, ayant accordé A ta 
Compagnie de Suez une taxe de 10 fe par tonne de capacité du novire, le Conseil d’Admi- 
nistration de la Compagnie, en Tabsence d'un mesurage officiel et universe! représentant In 
feapacité utilisablo du navire, était autorisée A adopter le gros tonnage Anglais, reconnw par 
in 'science comme se rapprochant le plus de Ia enpacité indiquée par le dit Article 17 du 
contrat. 

‘Mais la Bublime Porte ayant demandé mux Puissances Maritimes de se mettre d'nccord 
wr rechercher an mode universe! et équitable de mesurage di navire, a Compagnie sern 
Tnvitée a's'y conformer lorsque les divers Gouvernements ¥e seront entendus pour son 


adoption générale, 


SS eee 
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No. 266, 
Sir H, Elliot to Earl Grancille.—(Reeeived May 26.) 


Therapia, May 26, 1873, 1 vst. 
THE Suex Canal Commission have been unable to agree upon a common report, but 
they are unanimous in denying the right of M. Lesseps to make the recent charge’ and 
their conclusions are very similar. One section held that the Firman only conveyed the 
right of charging dues apun the Turkish system, which is that of British registered tonnage ; 
others maintained that as the Firman gave the right of charging on the tonnage of eapacty 
the Company would be entitled to nate upon any officially recognized system which 
represented most nearly the ton of capacity, aod that the English system of registered 
tonnage is, in this respect, the most accurite. They propose that it should be lef to the 
Toternational Commission to bring registered tonnage into harmoay with capacity. 
Although T have not seen the reports, I believe T can answer for the correctness of the 
above account of them, ‘The decision of the Ministers will not have to be taken, 


—_—_ 
No. 267. 
Sir 4. Buchanan to Earl Grancille—(Received June 9.) 


(No, 23, Commercial. Confidential) 
My Lord, Vienna, June 5, 1873. 
WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No, 15 of this serien, dated the 24th 
ultimo, I have the honour to inclose herewith the copy of a note which { have addnoed 
to Count Andrassy, submitting to his Excelleney's consideration the reasons set forth in 
Sir Honry Rilo’ despatch No. 83 of the 9th ultimo, why- it would be more. expedient 
that London should be selected for the seat of the proposed International Conference on 
tonnage measurement than that the Conference should meet at Constantivople 
have, &e, 
(Signed) "ANDREW BUCHANAN, 


—— rr 
Inclosure in No. 267, 
Sir A. Buchanan to Count dndrusry 


le Comte, Vienna, Moy 31, 1873, 

YOUR Excellonoy his doubtless been informed that Her Majesty's Atobasaador at 
Constantinople was unable to join M. Ladolf in arepreventation which he lately addressed 
to the Porte upon the Sucz Canal dues, 

am informed that Sir Henry Elliot considered it inespedient to do so, because he 
‘had reason to betieve that the Commission sitting at Constantinople would pronounce se 
opinion adverse to the change in the mode of levying the dues, and that ax the Porte bed 
frequently declared that it was not disposed to submit the terms used in the Fieman ot 
Concession to the interpretation of the proposed aropean Commission, there seeued to 
tw no special necessity for burryog on the meeting of that Commision whch ie ‘convoked 
foe the general purpose of amnving at a common international sywen of tonnage 
measurement. 

Sir H. Elliot, however, is strongly of opinion that the International Commission 
should not meet at He, and be hopes that the Governments who have: pro- 


nounced in favour of Constantinople being aclected may be induced t0 reconsider thew 


‘he object of the Commission is to devise » uniform mode of measuring ships and 
of caloulating the tonnage upon which duties uught to be levied, not in the Suez "Comal 
lone, but every hero; and much scientific and technical information will be required te 
‘enable the Commnissioners to agrive at conclusions worthy of carrying weight with thorn, 

Such information could not, however, be obtained at Constantinople; where neither a 
qbinhullder oC importance, nor any person who hus studied the question seieutifealy, could 
be refereed to; whereas in England they might be found in abuadance. ‘In conformyty with 


iestructions from Eael Granville, I have the honour to submit to the Governmeat ot 
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i i Jing adopted as 
astria- Hungary these considerations as to the expediency of London being adop 
an abe Trccting of the proposed International Ctr ‘on tonnage measurement. 
ss ve, Be. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN, 


No. 268. 
Sir A. Buchanan to Earl Granville —(Reorived June 9.) 


(0,24, Commercial. ‘Mont Confident) Pig 6 
ee Wit ss No. 23, T have the honour 
oh: ference to my Commercial despatch of this date No. 23, T ha r 

of the visit of the Emperoe of Rusia to give any attention to the suggestions of 
Sit Henry Elliot as to the expedioney of London being selected Tor Uhe mesting of th 
Taterpational Conference on tonnage measurement. 
Ig paaking to tan on tes outjct, ebro be Dd esr ny, ate of the 31 
Srna, he whit he rmerly said us to tho risk of no Conference being hel 
eacceceaee ae for its meeting; nd he said that the question to be 
decided was 90 simple that be could not ee say neni x fre enc ifrsaton 
respecting it. Thave reason, however, ‘ opinions 
aranfoents of Bi Henry Eliot have heen favourably reotived by Count A's ier 
‘ecommorcial questions, and if his Excellency ix guided by thei recommendations on i 
‘Secasion, it anay be hoped that the Austro-Hungarian Governaent will support the proposal 
ference shoul! meet in London 
‘onference should meet in Lon ‘Gach 


(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN, 


Ss 
No, 209. 


Sir A. Buchanon to Karl Grancille—(Reoeived June 9.) 


Telegraphic.) Vienna, June 9, 1873, 8:45 vat. 

(TeETTTH reference to my despatch No. 24, Commercial, relative tthe Gonferenee on 
: dry nntane hi opinion that A sheuld me at 

Coustentinople. He says all the Powers having agreed to rnoet there, and being ve 

> aceepe the English systems of mensurement, & change might cause delay but could have 

tno beneficial resol 


ee ne ee 
No, 270. 


Mr, Hammond to Mr. Farrer 


Foreign Office, June 9, 18 
‘TH. reference to previous correspondence, L nu directed by Parl Granwille to 
Init to you's copy of & Memorandaoy which hus been comnsasieated to Hr Majesty's 
Goverarment throws Her Majeny's Ambauador at Sty Petersburgh, expressing the views 
sf the Rasion Governtent with regard to the proposed Taternafional Commission for 
letag te. goesdn Fr'tomnon with the dues Tv the 
Sanal Comp ing the same befaro the 
Sana C a est that, ia laying the sain 
Fein arma Tact Lodshipe to fevous Lard Gracvile at Ui enrst cone 
venience with such observations as they may bave to offer theteapon, 


‘any, So. 
(Signet £, HAMMOND, 


Sir, 


P.S—I am also to inclose a Memorandum by Colonel Stokes; containing remarks 
upon the Russian Memorandum. 





Bart Granville to Sir H, Elliot, 


(Telegeuphic.) Foreign Office, June U1, 1873, 6-45 
THE ‘Ollowing. telegram has been. recelved froma aie ‘Majesty's nee at 
enn 


(See No, 269,] 


No. 272, 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot. 


No, 80, Commercial) 
in Foreign Office, June 11, 1873. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 70, Commer of the 42h lin, T inlse, 
for your Excellency's information, a copy of a telegram from Sir A. Buchanan,* stating 
that the Austrian Government stili retain theit preference for Coustantinople as the seat 
of the proposed International Conference on the Suez Caual dues. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 273. 
Sir H. Elliot to Barl Grancille-—(Received June 12.) 


{%a,06, Commerc) 
y Lot Therapia, June 2, 1873 
WH EN the Suex Canal Company advanced the pretension of being sokjeet. en to 
the French Consular jurisdiction in Bgypt, M. de Leweps, based it upot the ‘asumption 
that the Consular Court was to be regarded asa“ local” Court to which the Firman 
deere the Company to bo amenable 
argument Was soon soon to be untenable, and the ind was li 
bey for et recently that ae been maintained 7. fhe French Cont 
at it wax by an) agrecmont or understanding with the Red 00 
Jorn vs bar ing wil vedive that their Consular 
he point being one of very great importance, I aruiled myself of the presence of 
the Vieerey to. ascertain the acourscy of the statement b for herewith teanemit 
bs on : vila — : a Satara wat by the letter herewith tranamitted 
is Excellency, by the incloved answer, states that ho is authorized by the Khediv 
ealagorlally to Goer that there bad ban ery tadestandneg of tks hod oie 
indeed, have been beyond bis competence. J b 
Ti conversation with mo His Highnow showed some resentment at havi 
ented ws soquiestng lnk sensure 66 toch cpposod to hie rel siewn ia Tegel tee 
poston ecopied. in Egypt, by the Suer Canal Company, which be has always ine 
im my, as stated int . 
Sra fs an, Exyption Company, in the Firman, and, as such, subject to 
T have, &e. 


(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


Loclosure | in No. 273. 
Sir Ht. BUiot to Nuber Pasha, 
Sin, Therapia, May 28, 1873. 
UP’ has recently heen represented to me that the chim of the Suer’ Catal 
pany to be subject in Egypt to the jurisdiction of the French Consulate instead ae 
# N20. 
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tsbunas of the country was based upon an understanding come to with His Highness the 
fceroy, 

‘This beinga question seriously affecting the interests of foreign subjects, I should be 
much obliged to your Excellency if you would have the goodness to inform me whether 
any such arrangement as I have alluded to wasagreed to by His Highness, and whether the 
Egyptian Government hold that suits between foreigners or natives, und the Canal 
‘Company, are to be heard before the French Consular Courts. 

Thave, Xo. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 27: 
Nubor Pasha to Sir IH. Elliot. 


M, Ambassadeur, Buyubiéré, le 2 Juin, 1873, 

YALea Uhonneur de reeevoir Ia lettre que votre Excellence x bien youlu m éerire en 
dato A 2S Mat, pour we demande si In pretention dela Compagnie de Sues dre just- 
cinble du Conrulat de France, ou liew des tribunauy locaux, éait, ainsi qu’on avait rapporté 
votre Excellence, basée sur Vsutorisation de Son Altesse ou sur un accord wvoo aon 
Gouvernement. 

Ea reponse & la demande de votre Exoellonce je suis wutorisé par Son Altese do lui 
faire connaitee que le Khedive n'a jamaix autorisé et no pouvait autoriscr une pareille 
prétention de la Compagnie, ni en faire avec elle l'objet d'un coord queleonque, 

‘Quant & la maniére dont le Gouvernement de Son Altowe considére les rapportx 
éaux dela Compagnie aveo Is population indighue et étrangire en Exrypte, le Gouvernement 
de'Son Altes ne peut reconnattre qu'ila soient aur u0e base dfférente de colle qui est indle 

ude ct céterminée d'une mapitro claire et préciso dans le Firman sanctionné par Sa 
Majesté lo Sultan, cest-t-dire que lx procds intoutés bla Compagnie en Keypte doivent ttre 
‘entenduset décidés par les tribunaux locauy, et non par Te tribunal de France, 

Jo salsis, 80, 

(Sign6) N, NUBAR. 


eee 
No, 274, 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot. 


(Telegraphic) Foreign Office June 13, 1873, 8 9.4, 
WV. suppose that your telegram, received on the Sth instant, respecting the 
Khecive's proposal, is superscded by your telegram of the 10th instant, reporting the 
resolution of the Council of Ministers. 


——— 
No. 275. 
Mr. Treeor to Mr. Hammond.—(Received June 14.) 


Sir, Hoard of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, June 13, 1873, 

WITH reference to the telegmms. from Sir’ Henry Elliot, copies of which were 
forwarded in your letters of the 9th and 11th instant respectively, on the subject of the 
Suez Canal, Tam directed by the Board of ‘Trade to state that they gather, although 
the telegrams are not clear, that the present position of the tonnage question ix a 
follows, viz,-— 

Tst. That for the present the register ton, ax shown by the ship's papers, is to be the 
ton on which dues are now to be levied, as was the case before the recent increase, 

‘Qndly. That an International Cormtnission is to decide what is an * universal ton,” anc 
until that is decided the register tonnage is to be the tonnage, taxed at a charge not 
exceeding 10 fr. a ton. " 

‘The Board of Trade are of opinion. that, should Earl Grauville see no objection te 
soch @ courte, instructions should be given to Sir Henry Elliot to press at the present 
moment for an immediate return to the register ton, as af interim arrangement. 

"The Board of Trade would also be glad to receive further information than is afforded 
by the telegrams respecting the Commission, by which it is proposed that the quostion of 
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the universal ton shoal be decided; and, as at present advised, they sce no reason why 
the original proposal of an International Commission (to meet if possible in London} should 
not be adhered to, 
Thave, Se. 
(Signed) C, CECIL TREVOR. 


———————————— Se 
No. 276, 
Sir H, Elliot to Bark Granville (Received June 16) 


(No. 101. Commereial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Therapia, June 6, 1873. 

NUBAR PASHA told mo this afternoon that the Grand Vizier had been speaking to 
the Khedive about the Suex Canal ducs, and that it was evident that, notwithstanding 
the m opinion of the Commission, the Sultan's Government shrank. from the 
respousibility of pronouncing an outhoritative decision, 

Grunt Visor had said that the Porte thought of declaring that the tonnage upon 
which the dues should be lovied was the Turkish tonoage, which bad for a number of 
years been the sae as the British, and that then they would sead some practical persons 
to Exypt, who, in concert with Representatives of the Egyptian Goverment, and’ of the 
foreign interests engaged, would inquire into the system which has latterly been. adopted 
by Mf. de Lesseps, and nee whether it was in harmony with that which was recognized os 
the only legal one. 

V said that 1 could only see in this 8 rather clumsy contrivance for gaini 
time before coming to n definitive: declson, “Md Leases hack totiged the princi eee 

tere now levied, and it was certainly not necessary to xond Commissioners 

+ he was of was not taking them upon the offical registers of 

tonnage. One Commission had alrendy sat, another international Commission is 
nvited to assemble, and it was now proposed to inrtitate « third one in Exypt, 

Nubor Pasha insisted strongly, with the manifest hesitation of the Porte, to deal with 
the matter, “Less tine would be loxt in the manner proposed than in teying to screw up 
the courage of the Porte to the point required ; and it was evident to me that he wae 
instructed by the Viceroy to do bia utmost to obtain my consent 

Indeed, although the suggestion was represented as originating with the Grand Vislr, 
{ have some wupican that if may, in fact have eome from the Khedive himself n onder 

i appearing that w question affecting Eaypt had been decided throogh 
the instrumentality of @ purely Turkish Commission, upon which His Highness was not 
represent 

{In order that the decision of the Commission might not be impugned upon the ground 

erforence on my part, 1 had purposaly ubstained from making any susgestion as to 
tutions but the omission of wn Egyptian member bad always appeared to me to 

Whether my suspicion was correct or not 1 eannot say, bot during the last ten days t 
ave had too much proof of the anxiety of the Porte to avoid coming to a dea 
tloubt the truth of what wos gaid by Nubar Pasha us to the diiculty of extracting one 
from them and it seemed desirable to get the support of the Viceroy, by fitting In, as 

pouible, with his views of the mode of proceeding, 

1 therefore sald to Nubat Pasha that although | thought this new Commission 
supertiuous and undesirable, T should not absolutely oppose it if two conditions were 

et, ‘That it should be declared that the dues could only legally be levied on the 
registered net Turkish or Heitish tonnage; and, 

nly, ‘That if the Coumission should Gnd that another system was now enforced, 
Nt Government should be eharged to see that the legal systetn shall immediately 


ions, which I shall endeavour to insist upon, will I believe prevent the 
couric proposed being attended by any practical mischief, and the 
of the net registered tonnage as the basis upon which the dues are to be levied 
attained. 
__ Uhave, &e, 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


aa 
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No. 277. 
Sir H. Elliot (o Earl Granville —(Received June 16.) 


gs Ok mee! Therapio, June 7, 1873. 

* "Tis discouraging to find that, although the Commission was unanimous in holding 
that Brith register tonnage isthe only bass on which the Suez Canal dues con be legally 
levied, the dithculty of bringing the Porte to take the necessary steps to ratify this decision 
cern almost insuperable. : ie, Oa 

‘The Khedive havi consulted it appears probable that the Porte will be partly 
sided by Ils ‘Highncan¢ and ho bas dicted Nubar Pasha to communicate to me a paper 
ich he proposes to submit to the Porte, and which is to the following offeot-— 
weet the term “ton of eapacity, employed in the Firwan, the Imperial Gover 
c smplated any but the Turkish, which is Wentical with the British ton, 
at at de on ie therefore ot just employing any other spon we 
‘complaints having been made in reference to the present modo of levying the dues, the 
Pore will immediately appoi Egypt 8 commision in which she will invite the 
i rere to take part for the purpow of inquiring— 
rn Te oun Sih te Compoy Po fc ja royce Tih od 
es i levied by the Company 
__ Ifthe portions of the ship, an which the dues are levied by pany, 
are salty tnt nat apen arable for the transport of goods tothe excluson of tho space 
‘occupied by the « coal bunkers, $0, . 
oor angio tne intended Unt ths Commission should the International 
Commission, and although foreign Governmonts will be able to name members to 
take part in it, the refusal of any of them to do 20 would not prevent it from being 
constituted. a 
Without success, exhausted every argument in my power to obtain a 
aaa pee Snares sOnsery gervan ie oar beeen ‘machinery, 1 should be glad to 
Team, at yout Lordships carat convenicne, whether Her Majesty's Government eo any 
iperable objection to the adoption of the proposal, 
leah prince of levying te dave on the ost tonnage Is perfectly recognized both by 
the Gravd Vizit and by tho Khedive, and 1 s¢e-n0 reason for doubting that the latter fx 
slocero ia wishing to have the question setled pon at bai, 
(Signed) | HENRY ELLIOT. 


———————eseses 
No. 278. 
Sir H, Elliot to Bart Graneille-—(Reecived June 16.) 


(No, 116. Commercial.) For seer 
Me ied to tne by Nubae 
i VE the honour to inclose a copy of the paper commuanicat iy 
Pash, tele conayed. the abt ta Your Lordy in my tga of the 70h 
a Bn se si if Her Majesty's Government 

ing that telogram requesting the opinion of ajesty tm 

cache, rearing tee ores sang te ob oa ae 
ee tit unless he made it clear that it was the official registered tonnage which was to 
forin the basis upon which the dues were tobe taken, a 

In Nabar Pasha’s 72 be. sees Banh ton being tis bun ofapieantons 

intered tonnage, and he insists upou the English ton being the ulation; 
Sea eas tees oroheom 6h present tO. usp the English ton ia rygand fo English 
Yestcls, and to change upon what he calls nett toonage, making 9, deduetion fr engine 
Wording to'e ayston of his own, it would not, in my opinion, be sal to. si ha 
ame eae ‘of = Comunisslon xt Cairo which ‘would be called upon to 
pronounce between it and the system now s0 generally adopted. | ae 
ES Although Nubar Sapa some ae a ee ees from the 

id part of his proposal, by which he expects to be able t 
‘Sareind duce upon space‘alolted. to passengers; the maintenance of the 
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essential point, and I have told Nubar Pasha that I had no expectation that Her Majesty's 
Government would abandon it, = sa 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Inclosure in No. 278. 
Poper communicated to Sir H. Elliot by Nubar Pasha. 


PAR le terme de “tonne le cnpacité" te Gouvernement Impérial n'a pas pa, et 

certainomont 1'a pas youlu, déigner une tonne quelconque autre que la tonne en usage 

dans VEmpite. Or, la tonne de PEmpire pour In jauge dos bitiments est dgale A la toane 

fomployée slans la tuaring Anglaise et adoptée par TEmpire, En conséquence comme 

mesure de jugenge M. de Laseps ne peut employer abe autre menue que I tonne 
uomane. 

Cependant des réctamations ge sont élevses contre Ia Compagnie wu sujet de la base 
adoptée dernirement pae elle pour prélever le droit de transit 

Si ces plaintes sont fondées, elle doivent nécesairement avoir pour pont de départ, 
soit lunité choisie par la Compagnie, soit le mode employé par elle pour constater la portée 
‘ou capacité des bitiments, 

La Forte nommera immédiatoment en Egypte une Comraision, ot ello invitera tex 
Poieavons rarities Ay partir. Cette Conniaion aura pour abet 

1, Do s'usnurer ni fa tonne employée par In Compagnie, A savoir wi la tonae, ext bien 
Ja tonoe Ottomnane. 

2. twin partie taxée par a Compagnie et bin In partic ote da batean qui ext 
utilisable pour le transport des marchandises A exclusion de Vemplacement des 
monchines, &e. 

11 est bien entendu que Ia Commission thendra compte des conditions nécessnires de 
navigabilité que le bitiment sous eharge doit tovjours conserver. 


i 
No. 279, 
Sir H., Elliot to Bart Gronville,—(Received June 16.) 


(No. 107. Confidential) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, June 10, 187%. 

T WOULD beg lexve, confidentially, to invite your Lordship's attention to a point 
coonecied with Nolte Puskas propoml 0 reference b> the oes Canal dues, upon hick 
Thave commented ia my previons despatch. 

Hix Excellency docs not affect to eancel his conviction that the efforts of the French 
Government to delay ucceptiog tho judicial reform# have been, at least, to m considerable 
extent, prompted by a wish that the Suez Canal question should be brought to n conclusion 
tefore the insiation of a regular Tribunal woold deprive them of all pretext for objecting 
to the care at iaue being tried judicintly in Exypt. 

Count de Vogué ix convinced that the acoeptance of his Government eannot be 
withheld, and Nabar Pasha has, of late, often apoken to me with gratitude of the attempts 

h the Ambassador wus making to obtain it at one by devising a mode by which 
tthe Canal question could be solved in a manner not too hostile to the views of the French 
Governinent, he toight think thot he was facilitating the efforts of my colleague, or he 
may have been falllling an anderstanding come to between them. 

Tf 1 am correct in believing, as stated in my above-mentioned despatch, that the 
Cominisston ax proposed by Nubar Pasha might have ratified the system of levying the 
ues now proctised by M. do Lesseps, with the exception of the ships devoted to 
ttallic, the only two French interests engaged in the question, i... those of the Canal Com- 
pany, wad thoxe of the Messngeries Maritimes, would have been successfully promoted at 
the expones of the general goods trafic, whieh takes place almost entirely in British ships. 

Sinco {wrote that despatch I have seen Nubar Pasha, and he did not deny that his 
plan, although it made show of resistance to M. do Lesseps by denying his right of 

‘ering the system of lovying the dues upon his own authority, might very possibly give 
bhi a material victory and perpetuate the prescnt heavy rates, excepting as regards sbips 
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in the position of those of the Messageries Marititnes and of the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Company, and Her Majesty’s troop-ships. 
Ihave, &c. 
(Signed) | HENRY ELLIOT, 


No, 280, 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Grancille—(Recrived June 16.) 
No, 209, Commercial.) 
My Lon, Therapia, June 10, 1873, 

IT’ gives me much satisfaction to be able to announce to your Lordship, that Raschid 
Pasha has requested Mr. Pisani to convey to me the conclusion that had been come to 
in the Council of Ministers, in reference to the Sucx Canal dues. 

1t was unanimously decided to summon M, de Lesseps to reaume levying the dues on 
the registered tonnage, as the only system officially recognized in the Ottoman ports, 
until the International Commission shall have decided upon a universal ton. 

‘Tho norvousness of the Porte in dealing with the question is very great, and the 
‘value of their decision is impaired by the intention they express of not reverting to 
measures of cocrcion, if the order should be disobeyed ; but if the case should arise, it will 
be te to deal with this point, whi 1'do-not at present propor to diecuet with them, 

havo, Sc. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


No. 281. 


Sir H. Elliot (o Earl Granville — (Received June 16.) 

(Tetegraphic.) Constantinople, June 16, 1873, 
MY telegram of the L0th was, as your Lordship supposes, intended to supersede the 
fous one, but the Porte still hesitates in acting upon the decision announced in it 
Thave this morning protested, in very strong terins, to the Grand Vizier and Minister 


for Forcign Affairs agains this continued delay. Council of Ministers is to-day again to 
discuss the steps that aro to be taken. 


No. 282. 
Lard A, Loftus to Bart Groncille-—(Received June 16.) 
(No. 36. Commercial) 
My Lond, St. Petersburgh, June 10, 1873, 
THAVE communicated to M. de Westmann your Loniship's despatch No, 11 of the 
29th of April, stating, with reference to the objection expressed by ML. de Stromooukoll 
(as reported in my despatch No, 25) to the discusion of the general administration of the 
Suet Canal Company by tho Commission appointed by the Porte; that Har Majesty's 
Government are of opinion that duc economy in the administration of the Company's 
affairs is a proper element for consideration in the question of authorizing aa inoreaso 
of dues. : 
His Excellency merely observed that this was a question on which » difference of 
opinion might exist between the several Governments. 
have, Ke 
(Signed) | AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 
—— 
No, 283 


Mr. Forver to Mr. Hammond—(Received June 18) 


Sr, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, sine 17, 1873. 
TAM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your lettor of 
the 9th instant, transmitting copy of a memorandum which has been communicated to, 
Her Majesty's Government, through Her Majesty's Ambassudor at St, Petorsburgh, 
expressing the views of the Russian Government, with regant {0 tho proposed Inter~ 
national Commission for considering the question of tonnage measurement, 49 connection 
wrth the dues levied by the Suer Canal Company, togeer with & piper containing 

Colonel Stokes’ observations thereoa. 
In reply to your request that Earl Granville may be favoured with the observations 
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of the Board of Trade upon these papers, I am to state that the Board concur in 
Colonel Stokes’ Memorandum, anid would offer the following additional remarks :— 

1. The fundamental error in the Russian argument is the assumption that there 
exists, independently of and apart from the actual rules and practice of maritime 
nations, some abstract standard or measure of the carrying capacity of a ship; and 
that this is what the Turkish Government and the Company meant when they used the 
words “tonneau de eapacité” in the Firman or Charter. 

‘And this assumption is founded on and necessitates the following further 
assumptions — 

2. That this supposed abstract standard or measure is a standard of or measure of 
weight-carrying power, not of capacity in point of space, 

3. ‘That it Is expressed in the torme of the old French measure of weight, called 
* tonneau” or * ton.” 

4. ‘Phat the figures which denote the present English gross tonnage correspon with 
this abstract standard of weight-curryinge powe 

5. That the Company are let free by their Charter to determine for themselves what 
thie abstract standard is to be. 

Every one of these naramptions appears to this Hoard to be totally devoid of 
foundation 

1. ‘There ia no such thing ax the abstract carrying eapacity of a ship, as distinguished 
(rom the practical tule: and standard which cach ‘allen as sdoplel foe the prpton. 
‘There i wo auch thing ua ha abntenct “ton,” any wore than there i an abstmet yard, oF 
foot, or pound. Each nation, and especially the English, have been steuggting for many 
Years, and by muny experiments, to nerive nt some contenient conventional standard ; 
‘and there is now a prospect of thelr doing so but they have not, and never bad, any 
absolute or abstract standard to appeal to, ‘The whole is a matter of experience, 
expediency, and convention, 

2, Not only is there no abstract standard founded on power to carry weight, but 
no standard, which has ever been oF Is likely to be adopted by any maritime nation, ix 
or ever was founded on welght-carrying power, From the time when nations first 
vegan to measure their ships in tons, the “ton” lias been an unit of space snd not 
of weight, 

‘This word was ariginally, no doubt, an unit of weight, differing in difforent nations ax 
the pound and other measures have differed. At an early period in the history of the 
English mercantite marine, the word was used ax an unit of woight in measuring the 
‘cargoes of certain peculiar vessels on. the ‘Tyne; but then the tonnage marke were used 
‘ae m measure by which to determine the quantity of coal put into. the ships, and were 
not intended to indicate the internal capacity of the ship. Ax soon however as the word 
“ton” was more widely applied to the measurement of ships generally, it became simply 
fan unit of pace and has over so continued, So it has been and is with all maritime 
nations, and it enn be enfely asserted that there is no nation in the world which now 
attempts (and probably none which bas ever attempted) to ndopt a tonnage or system of 
Clagsitioatjon and meuaurement founded on weight. Even in the Sucz Canal Company's 
Charter of Firman the primary meauing of the Word “capacité™ pointe naturally to apace 
rather than to weight 

3. The assumption that the " tonnewu de enpacité” means or ix founded on the old 
French “ton.” of weight is no far-fetched as seureely to need denial. But the fact that the 
Company, in. seeking to establish their conclusions, have adopted u chain of reasoning 
hich compels them to make this assutoption, shows how groundless is the assumption of 
tho existence of w ct unit of standard of measurement. 

4, Tho allegation that the abstract standard of weight-carrying power to which the 
‘ompany have bocn led by their historical investizations, correspoods with the standard 
(40 very convenient to the Company) of British gross registered tonnage, isin itself « moat 
suspicious circumstance. But it becomes more thon suspicious when we coosider that the 
British gross registered tonnage i confessealy and deliberately a standard of spaco and not 
cof weights and furthee thot the Company do not adopt the Liitish gross registered tonnage 
pur and simple, but make cettnin additions to it, which are additions not of weight 
Earrying power, ‘but of spaco—omitted pomibly Improperly—from the British gross 
measaroment, 

"The fict is that the Company have found in the British gross registered tonnage an 
extremely convenient standard, ready mado to their hands for increasing their charges; 
aud have thea, by the pretence of an historieal and pseado-scientifie investigation, 
attempted to make out that the figures, thus ready to their hands, agree with some abstract 
and universal standard which, in fact, has not and never hos had any existence at all, 
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5. That the Company should be left free to alter and fix absolutely the standard by 
cehice a tee duce really equivalent to saying that there is no Tinitation of dues in the 


oar ese act ie that the Company's Charter or Firman must be construe like all other 

documbat of the Kiod, fret by consideration of the natural meaning of the words ands 
See a ae doubtful, by the practice of maritime nations, and by the action an 

1e Company and its agents. =a 
rng fie ay ad ow age” ny weg wl 
coins rales to space than to'weight; and iG us the Agent of the Company now alleges, 
re itroduced the word "capaite™ forthe purpose of siguifying " weight eamying Power 
y that he was very unfortunate in his choice of words. : 

2 ay ye words bythe universal practice of nations a the ime the hare 
ated. can there be nny doubt that the Turkish Government, the Company, and a 
Fane etkpown unit of weight-carrying power (which is « meaning that no nation or trader 
ao oats to it}, but the =ton"ot apace by which all nations and traders then did, 
soe aia te wocaaure thelr akipst ‘That this "ton differs, just ae unite of © weights 
rae value differ in different notions, is no doubt an evil to be remedied, but not 49 
Haeevcdte! by allowing the Company to choose a new fancy standant which happens to 

suit thelr own convenience and interests. " e 
Hoe ov ce argument is necessary to show that this is the meaning of the Charter, 
it is to be found st and sayings of the Company a1 agents. ‘The English 
se to veers distinctly told that the tax was to bo on the registered ton. And the Con 
Hone dna the rogntered ton for Years, wnt they found it to thelr ioterost to do 
Pay fio chowed dtinctly what was their understanding of the words ** tonnenu de 
eapacité 


‘Tate is one other point which the Board of ‘Trade desire to mention for Lord Gran- 


i it would soem that the 

A eee dentin. Krom the tobes of the Rossian Memorandum it woul ( 
he «kick chat the Ruglish Government have no Fight to loterfore. Now, 
pratt ope Tae the navigation of the grea Irae of ares 
yrvers, i ite under the protection of public European law, and 
Gaia Mt shold take place, it would bo justly complained of 
by any ofthe Ge jjcts ase interested in. such navigation, ‘The Suex 
Canal Tnprtance to the te of vb wor in genera ha 

Each Europe, It has heen made, itis true, by a private Company + 

Any Tver oF oon Theat der certain conditions whieh have boen made Known to the 
I a eT atioces which conditions baxe consequently formed and forme the boas of 
rade ta al business and uadertakings. If these conditions are 10 be allowed acoord- 
Ca tT ant autres of the Covspany, care is anh eid to all ecgunity forthe trade 
1 ot vag and Asie, Under wuch circumstances the Ruevian Goverment whove 
between Baroy ic or ao intereat in tho Cann}, cannot, with any justlc, be tard to ty 
att oajenty'e Goveroment, whose auljots ave more than two-thirds of the tnde on 
aaa i sa focus stand wien it complain that the conditions in question tave not 


oa T have, &e. 


(Signed) T. H. FARRER. 


0, 284. 
Cownt Bewat to Earl Granrille— (Received June 18) 
15, Belgrane Spuare, le 18 Juin 1878, 
Sranvi par le Comte Andrussy 
IC, cher Lord Granville, le réauiné de Ia note adrenée yur | Anulrussy 
Sir rane be Taam et le Memorandum que vous avez hier Ia bonté de me Inisser. Jon 
fi porté le cotenu i Ta connaismnce dé mon Gouvernement 


Mille hora 
Sed Be 
——— 

Inelosure in No. 2! 


pusT. 


Memorandum, 


¢ Si Buchanan et rappelé 
LA. note, oir wsumé le contenu de celle de Sir Andrew Buchs p 
sca prbinoue pila de tue auxqucs be Gouvernement Austo-Houyras Fest ylacé dans 
se erates taser que la question w traverséc, arcive tj cotelusion suivante. 
Si lee ddchions de Ia Comission ‘Turque venaient effecuvement & slaccorder arco nos 
Pa) 
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ropres vues et qu‘lles fussent sanctionnées sans résorve par la Porte et mises en pratique 
fans plus de délai, alors il n'y aurat plus lieu faire entrer la solution. de cette question 
dans le programme de la Commission Totermationale. Dans ex eas la Commission tater 
Rationale syant & s’occuper que d'un systime conforme de jaugeage, nous partagerions 
opinion de Lend Granvihe que Loulees sont ie hea réanion le plus approprié & Is 
sirconstanee. 

Toutefois nous craignons five la Commission Turque siégeant & Constantinople ne 
Provicone pas A donner nux dilltrentes questions se rattachant aa Canal de Sue une 
Solution sutisfaisonte, et quo par consdquent la nécessité d'insister sur la réunion de la 
Commission Internationale avee un programme comprenant Ia question doe Tarife ue 
Continue a rester la méne, Or, en admettant que ce programive soit accepté Lond 
Granville conviendra que la Commission, pour avoir quelque chance de réassit ef dlarrirer 
‘une entente, ne pourrait aborder sa Uiche ardue qu'en siggeant & Constantinople. 

Le Gouvernement Impérial et Royal pense toujours qu'un accord de la tiajorté des 
Gouvernements sur ce mode de procéder agirait puissamment eur les resolutions de Ie 


ee 


No, 285. 
Mr. Hammond to Mr, Trevor, 


Foreign Offce, June \9, 1873. 
LAM directed by Earl G the recript of your letter of the 
18th instant, on the wubject of the Si more especially with reference to the 
tonnage question; and fam to state to poo in, reply, that Tis Tordchip bus no forcher 
Information than that contained in the telegrams, copies of which were tronsrnitted to the 
Bourd of ‘Trade in ty letters of the th wnd Teh instant, but that despatches on the 
{ublect are shortly expected from Her Majesty's Ambassador nt Constantinople. Ie is 
beloved that Sir Monty Elliot is urging the matter tipon the Porto as muchas he cam 
and thot the Commission referred to in his Excellency's above-mentioned telegrams it 
the Tonnage Conference. 


Earl Granville to Sir A. Buchanan. 
{No. 20. Commercial.) 
Sir Foreign Office, June 20, 1873. 

? DE BEUST called upon me on the 17th instaut and communicated to. re 
tho substance of the note, of which be had received a copy from Vienna, addresied to 
your Fxeelleucy by Count Andrasay on the 12th instant, respecting the proposed Inter: 
Sitioual Conference ou tonnage admensurement in connection with the question of the 

wee Canal dues, 

| answered that, with regard to the plice where the International Commision were to 
rest, Her Majesty's Government preferred London, because the information required would 
be more available, and because less pressure would bo applied to the Poste then at 
Constantinople, 

These wore the only reasons, I stated, which influenced Her Majesty's Government, 
and, if Austria still held to Constantinople, we should be ready to sond our Commiacone, 
there. 

But the stato of things was this :— 

Her Majesty's Government were informed by Sir HL. Eiot that the Turkish Commi 
tian hn Teported to theie Government unanimously in favour of the “ton of capacity * 

the ropister ton that the Government of the Porte hesitated to give a dechion in 
necordance with this Report; and, moreover, that they he was certain that they would not 
Consent to refer the question of the toll to the International Commission. “In these 
fiteumatances it would appene to be desirable that Austria and England should apply all 
the prewui Power to obtain from the Porte an anoouncement similar to the recome 
Jraudation of the Turkish Commission, which would then make casy the work of the 
Jnteenational Commission, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE, 


re tn OY SEAN 


No. 286 


Sir A Buchanan (6 Rarl Grawetlle-—(Received June 20.) 


wnereial, Confidential) Vienna ie 11, 1878 
My teed to roy Commercial despatch marked Mont Confident, of the 
TEAL roference to, my Con fil maintains ino a 
sret to say that Count Andeasny” eae 
Lith iant, I repre oo nage toeorerement should. 6st a Congantioons He 
ane the import oration to be settled inmnediately is that of the Suez 
says that the importast 4 


weet the Powers are, he believes, ready to urge the adoption of the English system of 
a daption of the English syst 
fund a all th , , i me 


hem it would tomeat of 
arn te dy oy brag Yorward 8 peopomal that the International Conforence 
the question to delay by 
medi ean ae which Lave just hind with, his on the subject that it 
tbe ros the he, immedi Tor arrangement i4 the amount of the Canal 


inight be true tht the immediate quston for arrangement jt the amonnt othe Cee 


ae esa cnn sre eral le 
? (Genel) ANDREW BUCHANAN, 


eS SS See 


form system of measurement, it would 


infornvation on the #abject from 
me tea preot in 


tes, batt 
Telocspedien hat it 
competent 





No. 287 


Telegram from the Austrian Government.—(Communicated to Earl Grancitle by Count Beust 
June 21 


CE que Sir Henry Eliot a mandé ne saccorde pas aves mos propres informations 
Voici ce que Reschid Pacha a dit A notre Envoyé Le Conseil des Ministres » pris une 
Jeasion celle porte que le terme tonneau de eapacité” signifi espace utilisable, On réunira 
ESGominfssion Internationale, et elle sera invitée A so prononcer sar ce qui doit, re 
1e Ciléee comme espace récllement utilisible. D'ici 14 on permettra a la Compagnie de 
Toner les droita en se rézlant d'aprés le systdme Anglais. Cette décision sera portée & tn 
connaissance des Gouvernements, aussitOt que le Sulton T'sura aanctionn 

Le Gouvernement Austro:Hongrois accepterait cette solution, pourru que la 
Compagnie «'s conforme, et il expire que le Cabinet Britannique partagers son opinion 


Earl Gramwille to Sir H. Elliot, 


Foreign Office, June 21, 1873: 

THE Awsteian Ambassador has communicated to me the following telegram from 
Viena — 

Sir H. Elliot's report does not agree with oar information, Roxchid Pasta ts told 
oor Ambauador that the Couneil of Ministers has decided that the term * ton of e 
srcans utilzable apace. "The International Commision will bo assembled, and invited to 
pronoorice on what is to be considered as the space really v In the meanwhile, 
Te Company will be permitted to levy the dues uccording to the English system 
TeSison ‘will be communicated to the Goveraments as soon ax the Sultan hax» 
tioned it.” 

L have shown your dospateh, Commercial, No, 109 of the 10th to the Austrian 
Ambassador, and your telegram of the 16th 

Clear the matter up with your Austrian colleague, and let me know how it.reully 
stands 


Sir A. Buckonen to Kart Granville —(Received June 23.) 


(So. 28. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Vienna, June 15, 1873. 

WITH reference to my Commercial despatch, marked Most Confidential, of tho Sth 
fostant, and oy telegram of the 11th Jostant, T have the honour to inclose herewith a 
tanaiion. by Mr. Mounsey, of a note which I have received from Count Andrassy, 
Sinting his reasons for considcting Constantinople tho boat place for the mecting of the 
Taternational Conference on the subject of the Suex Canal duce, 

Your Lordship will learn from the iaclosare that hix Excelleney és of opinion that the 
action of the International Conference which has been agreed to by the Powers interested 
inresisting auy arbitrary imposition of dies by the Canal Company, ought not to be limited 
to the quanion of tonaage measurement but should endeavour to bring the whole question 
Te Hea ten satisfnctory settlement. He would, however, agree to a provisional arrange- 
ment for the dues bei dred by 12 fr. an the registered tonnage, und, if conclusions 
im conformity with his opinions wero adopted by the Turkish Comission now sitting, and 
rere meceptea without opposition and at once carried into execution, an eventuality which 
Fe considers improbable? he would then willingly concur in the opinion of your Lontship 
that London would be the best place for the meeting of tho International Commission for 
establishing a uniform sy 


ke 
(Signed) ” ANDREW BUCHANAN. 


SS 





Count Andraesy to Sir A. Buchanan, 


(Translation.) Vienna, June 12, 1873. 

1 HAVE the honoar to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 3ist of May last 
relative to the International Commission for establishing a uniform system of ton 
measurement. In this note you were good enough to point out that Sir H. Elliot had not 
associated himself with Count Ludolf's proposal in favour of the convocation of an 
International Commission which sbould settle both the question of tonnage measurement. 
find that of the Sue Canal Dues. In taking this course Her Majesty's Ambassador was 
mainly in@uenced by the circumstance that he considered himself justified in assuming 
‘hat the recently appointed Ottoman Commission would come to a decision opposed to the 
present system of collecting’ the Suez Canal dues, and, in accordance, eonsequently with 
the views we bold in common on this points Sie Hi, Elliot is also of opition that the Porte 
would not agree to. the insertion of the Suex Canal question in the programme of the 
Foternational Commision. He thus timits the programme ofthe Intemational Cocumission 
to the establishment of & uniform international system of tonnage mensurement, and 
therefore, of opinion that this question could not be successfully treated at Consunisnoniey 
and Lont Granville, whilst appearing to adopt the views of Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople, wishes to be made acquiinted with our opinion as to whether London 
‘would vot be the best phace for the meeting of this Commission, 

1 most, first of all, express to you my bert thanks for your communications on this 
ub slew explsation of our respective views on a question, regarding which thee 
fs, im reality, no difference of opinion between the Cabinet of St! James and ourselves, 
cenanot but lead to a perfect understanding as to the course we should pursue in common 
in onder to arrive at a thoroughly satisthctory solution of this question. 

When we recelved the invitation from the Porte to send a feptesentative to the 
nternational. Comm question, we at once regarded it as the proper means 
for removing all the difficulties which lave arisen during tho last year on this question 
of the Suex Canal. We were convined that the Porte had no other object in view, 

16 this invitation, thao to remove in this way all existing differences of opinion, 
We therefore notified our neceptance of the invitation on the expressed supposition 
that the question of the Imposition of the Canal dues woold form n Integral part. of 
the programme of the International Commission, ‘This view is likewise held by several 
friendly Cabinets, which aro as much interested as ourselves in. permanently protecting, 
y some international arrangement, and without prejudice to the reasonable’ claims of 
the Company, the interests of shipping on the Suez Canal ngniast all arbitrary impositions 
and changes in theestablished tariff. "The Cabinet of St. Jarnes agrees with tx that a right 
to objoot to arbitrary acts on the part of the Suez Canal Company ean as little be dented 
to ov ax the claim which we may make to paeticipate in the nogotiations for w solution of 
this question We think, at the same time, that we may assume that the Porte would not 
‘oppose nny obstacle to stich participation, if the majority of the Governments interested 
express a similar opinion, Tt is far from our wish to’ encroach 
sovereign rights of the Porte, Numerous precedents prove that similar queations have 
AtrendyTrequently been negotinted wad soceevflly saved nt Consantionn 
‘The International Commission of Coustantivople should, according ‘to our view, 
minutely and. thoroughly examine the question of the imposition of dues om the Suey 
Canal ond, bea d the principles which have been generally adopted for tonnage 
ineasarement, should come to an agreement os to the necesmary tariff, which would 
then he submitted to the sanetion of His Majesty the Sultan, ‘The Commission would, 
at the same time, be able to give due consideration to the justiGable claims of Exypt 
and of the Cunal Company. Just us, on the ono side, we think it necessary to inslet 
on the complete abolition of the of tonnage mesure trary introduced 
since July 1, 1872, and on the re-establishment of the previous and correct system, 
the otter, are we ready to acknowledge the rensonable claims of the Canal 
i and we ould not be disinclined to agree to a provisional augmentation 
of the dues to 12 fh: per ton, ax soon as the system of mensuremeat which existed 
previous to the Ist July, 1872, is re-ostablished. "This provisional augmentation of the 
‘dues would then continue until the due and regulations to be enacted by the International 
‘Commission were enforced. 2 i 
‘Our opinions are exactly what they wore before the meetin kis 
Comission, which is at present disegssiog the question. [en 
Should the conclusious of this Commission coincide with our opinions, and should 
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it ition, and at, once 
2 is Joned by the Porte, be accepted without opposition, and at 
thy er, ig inl yh Pe ee i ae 
fhe Suez Canal question, no longer be wy, neces for fseting this et, in the 
prograi roposed International Commission. ‘This Co then 
Pee ae eecabiee the queston of vnfonm system of tonnage measurements 
‘would willing adopt the opinion expressed. by Lord Granville, to 
fet Leesa fhe meeting of the Commission. 


radon would be the best place for th ‘ ao 
effect that Longo ocr that the promeedings of the Turkish Commission, now sitting 


Constantinople, wil Jt in hay generally satisfactory solution of the various matters 
Cazes n ie mae el oh 
fnternational Conference at Constantinople with a progamme including won me 
this programme be accepted, Lord Granville will certainly agree with vs ip thinking ®t 
fs in Constantinople alone thet an International Commission could, in auch case, undertae 
ihe solution of the questions submitted to it with any hope of success and of arriving. 
Meee myself fortunate if my opinions on this question coincided with those 
Lord Granville, and iC 1 could se, in the instruction whieh he may send to Sir H. Eliot 
Sn entire agreement with those which 1 have forwarded to Count Ladolf, Such an agree, 
scat would contribute, in a great measute, to inxure the removal, 60 much desired. by 
furtice ofall the difieultes which have arisen with respect to the Suex Canal question, 
Par ‘requesting you to bring our opinions to the knowledge of your Government, 


Tavall, So, (Signed) ANDRASSY. 


Se  __ 


No. 200, 


Bir A. Buchanan to Earl Granville. (Received June 23.) 


No. 30. Commercial. Moxt Confidential.) 


Viewna, June 19, 1879, 
ly Loni, Vienna, June 19, 


had some confidential conversation with Buron Oréey, of the Austrian 
Fores HAN eentiveta Count Andras's note, which I tennanitted to our Londep ia 
iy despatch No. 28 of the 15th instant, on the subject of the ie er ec 
c . the opinion which Count’ Andrassy wished to convey acumen 
Tete would be Inexpedient forthe Powers interested in the aavigntion of the Sued Canad 
to allow the question at pretnt ander consideration at ae es sete Ia a 
inet which would enable the Porte to assume that they had not partion to 
waicerent af the amouot of the dues on tonnage which may be levied by the Canal 
Coy oN IO, dean of open tit ue eels abs ihe 
rineiple that no change can be made in future in the amount of the duey, exept a ” 
fiscent ofthe maritime Powers, as fo obtain at prescut-w reduction of tho increased duog 
arbitrarily charged by the Company since July 1872, nnd that eens set 
he International Conference should establish, if it enn be done, this principle by meet 
Constastinoplound iy being parties, a far ns tay be possible, to the deci jon wl maybe 
adopted as to the date of the docs to be levied, as woll a4 the measurement ge 


bet ete Ata ‘a Commissioner of the Khedive should take 


‘am told that he is also of opinion the shout 
rt in the Taternational Commnianon, and that the Porte would object to the Khedlive 
ng represented jn « Commission sitting in London, | i 

igood) | ANDREW BUCHANAN, 


——_—_ 
No, 201, 
‘Mr. Vieian to Barl Granville. (Received June 24.) 


Si ad lezen Jove 4 1879, 
SEEING from Sir Henry Elliot's telegram to your Lordship of the 26th ultimo that 
ie es By er eed ay ay oe 
denying the right of the Company to make the recent charge in the Sn the 
* (22t) 3 
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dues, I think it right to inform your Lordship that 1 have been wamed of the intention of 
the Company, if defeated in their attempt. to raise the transit dues, to compensate them- 
selves in sote measuro by increasing the pilotage and other dues of that nature. 

The Captain of the “Shearwater” also informed me when he was here, that the 
raranee fo the Canal at Bort Sid is becoming very shallow fom the eonstant deposit of 
sand, and 1 bolieve his opinion is that the works which the Company prop. eventing 
the deposit are not well planed. ae ee 
atur a Lars is, possibly not aware that, either owing to the Canal works or to 

atural causes, the land ut Port Said is encroaching on the sea, and that the lighthouse 
there, which was'on the very edge of the sea, ix now's litle way foland so 
Thave, &e. 

(Signed) ©, VIVIAN. 


Memorandum communicated to Earl Granville by Count Hewat, June 24. 


Memorandum de Lord Granville dopris lex dépéches de Sir H. Bltiot, 


LA Commision Turque a fait & ananimité G 

$08 rapport aa Gouvernement en faveu 
de omens pe ee mas de nae ston coer a 
ronte une décision conform & ce rapport, et Sir Henry ext certain qu'il ne voudra pas 
consentir h déférer In question du péage it la Commission International: Dans cen circon. 
tances il pit que T\utricho et V Angleterre devraont poser de tout leur pouvote aur Ia 
Porte atin dobtenie delle une communication par rapport a lx recommandation de 
Conunission, ce qui factiterait Ia tiche de la Commission internationale) * 


Dépéches du Comte Andrassy d'aprie lex rapports du Comte Lndolf. 


Reschid Pacha a dit au Comte Ludolf cect: Le Conseil des Ministres a. pris 
Acision ; elle porto que le terme * tonneau de eapacité” doit etre interprdeé comme eapace 
utisable, On révnira Ia Commission Interuationale ot elle wera invite 2 we prononces aur 
co qui dolt étee considéré comme espace réellement utilisable, Driei-ld on permettra dla 
Compagnie de lever lex droits en ac réglant Wapedts le ayatdoia Anglais. Cette dévsion seen 
porte 4 In connaiwance des Gouvernements aussitét quo lo Sultan Paura sanctionnée. 
1 Gouvernement Austro-Hongrois ncceptersit cette solution pourvu que Ia Com- 
x conforme, et il expire que le Cabinet Britannique partagera xa maaltre de vor, 
La lecture des depéches de Sir H. Elliot du 10 et da 16 Juin m'a permis d'eatrevoir 
tun complémont qui me parniteait de nature A mottro d'scoord les deux versions sous un 
premier point do vue. Sir Henry derit que le registered tonnage” n été adopt jusqu’h 
ce ave la Commission Internationale soit conven un * universal tonnage. Les 
est yrui que la jaugenge, dont ta fixation était toujours Ia tiche reconnue 
ne voudlrait ys déférer lo régloment A In Commission Internationale; mais il results 
toujours des deux informations que intention ext adopter un état de chotes provieoire 
6n attendant que Ia Commission Internationale ae woit prononcce, 
Mais en «juol eousiste ev provisoire ? 
Sie H, Eilot parle de tonneau enregistes; le Comte Ladolf d'espace utilisable. C'est 
mau qui ext desiable g itende et que I'oa apprenne le juste é 
i Tes informations ve s'sceordent pas tont & fait, es apprécintions dex deax Cabine 
ey ifort iF pas tout & fait, les appeécintions des deux C 
net Anglais pense que va Ia décision de Ia Commission Turque, vu les 
n du péage, i! acrait utile que les Gouvernements pésent sur la Porto pour Vamener 
4 annoncer In décision de la Commission Turyue aux différents Gouvernetnents, ce quit 
rerralt alors ecuvee de Ja Commission Internationale plus eae 
vot fionverveneat Av pense que puisque le Gouvernement Ottoman 
rout soursquer i Cs wtiouale A Constantinople avee mission de dterminer 
ce qui ost expaca réellement utilisuble, et qu’en attendant la Compagnie doive persevere 
Piece sat bse di sete Aaglals, extto olution peut tre conden comme sae 
oisante, bien entenda xi la Compagnie met en oxcoution la décision de Ia Porte. 
Si au contraire In Porte we boraait hk annoncer aux Gouyernements intéressés In 


ogni 


an 


dfcision de la Commission Turgae sans avoir son de a Saire respecte, et quille envaylt 
les fréteurs de bitiments devant les Tribunaux Egyptiens, le Cabinet de Vienne ne se 
trouverait nullement satisfait et pense qu'en ce cas toutes les Puissances devraient se 
concerter pour obtenir que In question dans son ensemble fit résolue au scin de In 
Commission Internationale. 

Tl semblerait que le Gouvernement Britannique est parfuitement dans Ye cas do 
S'associer a cet ordre didées. 

'Si, comme il résulte des dépéches de Sir Henry Elliot, la Commission Turque « adopté 
comme base le “registre tonnage” devant servir de rele jusqu’a ex que 1a Commission 
Internationale se soit prononcée, Tessentiel est que la Compagnie s'y conforme, c'est Ih« 
dessus qu'll faut insister en commun. Si la Porte donne satisfuction sous oe rapport, il 
suffira douvrir le plus tot possible In Commission Internationale, Si la Porte refuse ou 
nne donne pas des garanties sufisantes il faudra insister pour que Ia Commission, Inter- 
nationale soit saisic de In question dans son ensemble embrassant lo péage aussi bien que 
le jaugeage, eat la décision de Ia Commission Turque du moment qu'elle n'est pas reapectéo 
par la Compagnie perd toute sa valeur, et il est de lintGrét de Ia Porte méme quo la Comn- 
taission Internationale lui vienne en aide pour faire respecter Tautorité des organes nommés 

elle. 

Belgrave Square, le 24 Juin, 1873, 


No, 
Bir H. Elliot to Earl Granville-—(Reeeived June 25.) 


(Telegraphic) Constantinople, June 25, 1873. 
(OF EXPECT to be able to ive your Londship, to-roarrow, the exnct substance of the 
letter to the Viceroy of Egypt on the Suet Canal duck, and’ the difference between my 
Reports and those of the Austrian Minister will, I belicve, be found lest than is supposed. 

Being confident that the Porte would ultimately decide in our favour, I did not wish 
their decision to be weakened by being declared provisional and subject to rectiflontion or 
rejection by the International Commission, which, according to the Austrian Min 
proposal, was tobe called upon to decile apon the ace that could be utilized 

‘Phe opiaion of Her Majesty's Government, as conveyed to me by your Lordship's 
despatch No. 63 of the 29th April, was unfavournble to the use of this expression, 


No. 294. 
Sir 1. Blliiot to Ear! Gronvillem(Reeeived June 26. 


(No. 112. Commercial) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, June 15, 1873. 

WHEN I informed your Lordship on tho 10th jnstant of the decision that hnd been 
‘come to in the Council of Ministers upon tho Sucz Canal dnes, I had hoped that not only 
the proposed Commision in Ezypt was set at rest by it, but that there would be an and &6 
farther vacillation and hesitation on the part of the Porte. 

Although the Exyptian Commission has not since been mentioned to me, the cournge 
of the Porte again failed them when they exis (0 the point of proposing to embody their 
recent decision in a letter to the Kledive for communication to M. de Lesseps, 

‘The Grand Vizier and the Minister for Foreign Affaire happening to dine with me, 
took tho opportunity of telling them that 1 had already 
cating to Her Majesty's Goreenmont ‘the decision which they had a ft, and the 
nervousness with which this announcement was reeeived prepared me for further hesitation ; 
bat the ncouracy of the statement which I had mado to your Locdship could not bo 
‘impugned, as M. Pisani, to render all mistake impossible, had read to Rascbid Pasha his 
‘Report, upon which | hed drawn it up. 

T was resolved, therefore, not to lose the advantage that 1 thus possessed; und on 
Sunday morning, before the meeting of the Council of Ministers, which is always held on 
that day, 1 saw both the Grand Vizier and Raschid Pasha, and romonstrated in the 
strongest terms against any further delay in giving effect tow decision which I had made 
known to Her Majesty's Government. 

Allusion baving again been wade to the responsibility which the Porte might incur 
towards M, de Lesseps, who would, perhaps, try to hold them Hable for the loss which the 
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Canal Company might suffer from their decision, I observed that this fear seemed entirely 
illusory, ‘ut would vot conceal that they were in danger of iacurring a much grester and 
‘more real responsibility. 

‘Some nine of ten months had elapsed since Her Majesty's Government had endea- 
Youred to obtain from the Porte a declaration of what they considered the meaning of the 
terms of the Firman, in virtue of which the Company levied the dues, and. finally 
M, de Lesseps had declared that he would accept the decision of the Imperial Government. 
‘The question had been earefully studied by a commission of competent men appointed for 
the purpose, and their opinion’ being that M. de had not the right to adopt the 
ee in which he now maintains in force, the Council of Ministers had ratified their view of 
the question. 

"As ia therefore now admitted as recognized fact by the Poste that the canal dues 
are not being levied according to the conditions of the Firman, they must not be surprised 
if Tam instructed by your Lordship to hold the Sultan’s Government responsible for the 
continued exaction of illegal dues, which will result fram their refusal to’ pronounce the 
opision they had arrived at, and to which M, de Leseps had declared himsolf ready to 

T have, &e. 
HENRY ELLIOT. 





No, 295. 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville —(Received June 27.) 


Constantinople, June 26, 1873. 
substance of the decision upon the Suez Canal dues is that, as the Firman stated 
dues wore to be the same on the shipping of all nations recording to the tonnage 
capacity, it wns not intended they should be taken upon the officially registored tonnage 
common mode of calculating it but that, ns the Moorsom system gives the capacity more 
accurately than any othor, the Porte considers that it should be adhered to 
wil the Canal Company desire change, » mixed 


Commission might be assembled for the purpose of determining upon another system for 
measuring absolute eapacity of ships. 


Karl Granville to Sir H, Eliot. 


Foreign Office, June 27, 1873, 7°5 vis. 
tt ion of the Porte as reported in your 
telegram of the 26th. Is it intended that the Company are authorized ta go on charging 
the dues upon the Knglish grov tonnage as they are now doing: or are, the 
authorized to change upon the Eoglish rexister tonnage as they fo 
‘and register tonnage ure bused upon the Moorsom xyxtem of measurement, 


=) 
No. 297. 


Sir H, Bliot to Earl Granville—(Receieed June») 


(No. 116, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Therapia, June 21, 1873. 

HAVING learnt that the Khedive had bad a conversation with Raschid Pasha, in which 
he had stated his opinion of the course which should be followed in rezard to tho Suez 
Cabal dues, F called upon His Highness yesterday in onder to ascertain precisely the nature 
of the advice be bad given. 

1 found that His Highness had recommended almort exactly the measure that 1 had 
been urging on the Porte, and, seeing the unwillingness of the Sultan’s Government to 
take any step which might seem to involve their own responsibility, had suagested that 
they should confine themselves to a simple declarution that, by the words employed in the 

t had never been intended to convey the right of levying the dues upon any other 


i 
u 
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system of tonnage than that which wns recognized as the official system of the Empire 
and which is the same as is in foree in Great Britain, 

From His Highness, I went to Raschid Pasha, and having pressed him strongly to net 
in tho manner suggested by the Viceroy, his Excellency promised to bring the matter 
before the Grand Vizier immediately on bis return from Adrianople thit evening, and he 
hoped to be able to arrive at a decision, 

Soon after I reached home, the Austrian Minister called upon me, and asked ne to 
join him ia pressing the Porte to call upon M. do Lesseps to revert to the prctice of 
Tevstg the duce upon the reistered tone tl the question was veered (0 tho Iter 
‘national Con which should definitely decide upon the xystem most accurately 
represcoti age utilirable of the ships 

PMT fat of my having, ooly a vry few minutes before, recommended Raschid Pasha 
to come to an absolute decision without reference to the International Commission, of 
course made it impossible for me at once to join Count Ludolf, as he wished, but 1 xtated 
my readinem to do so if there should be furihor hesitation on the part of tho Porte, and I 
inclose, for your Lordship's inforwation the copy of a hurried note which I wrote in the 
evening to my colleague recapitulating what 1 had suid in thix conversation, 

‘The fret propoml of the Austrian Government for referring tho question to the 
nteruational Commision, snaccompatied by n condition for a return to the original 
system, ln the objection of offing det encouraginent to delay from whi Count 
Ladolt’s proposition is free, and, althoogh wach reference would certainly imply that tho 
Porte wat not altogether satisfied of the correctness of ite own dec 

‘Your Lordship, however, having informed me by your Commercial. despatch 
of the 29th. af April that Her Majesty's ‘did not understand the expres 

tonnage utillanble” ux defining tho tonnage of capacity, T should atill have hesitation in 

onventing to its introduction, unless I succeed in getting some clear and precise deflvition 
of the meaning of the words, 
I have, &e. 
igned) HENRY ELLIOT 


Taclosure in No, 


Sir H, Elliot to Count Ludo 


My dear Ludolf Fane 20, 1873. 
IN caso I did not moke myself quite clear this afternoon, it may be ax well that 1 

shold send you thie line, to say exnctiy what I wanted to convey to you, ax my opinion, 

of the best course to recommend the Porte to follow in regund 0 ¢ 

Tad, ae you know, almost lmmediately before 1 saw you, 

take the tie proposed by the Vicerwy, and which I had myrelt suggested w fow days 

previously > 

This puggeation wes, that the Porte should write very shortly to the Vioroys 

saying thot M. de Lesseps, having. written. to thetn to declare the meaning. thnt was to 

he attached to the Imperin) Firman of Concession, they could hinve no hesitation. in 

replying that the Porte hod nevee sanctioned, nor conteroplated, the dues being levied 

om any other ‘than that whieh is the only: hogal ayatem of the Kmpire, 

which ie that which ie in force in England 

The Viceroy would be requested to convey this opinion to M.de Leseps as the 
Uecision to which he had expressed his rendivess to bow. 

Having advocated this courve this aftemoon, J could not at once recommend its 
ataadonment in favour of tho Line you would prefer, especially ns, ia my own opinion, 
it ix the preferable one of the two the cordial support of the Viceroy may 

nible us! to get from the Porte a decision which, without ix concurrence, we may 
have greater dificulty in obtaining. If, wx 1 hope, the Porte ix on the eve of eonting 
fo & decision, T should be sorry to do anything 10 produce frog hesitation : but 
they stil hang back, I shall be quite ready to give you every possible support in vexing 
Liem to submit the question to the Intereational Commision, upon the express condition 
that, pending ite decision, M, de Lewseps should be called upon to revert to the origi 
system of levying the dues upon the offically registered tonnage. Tt was 1 

this condition which made me object to usk that the quevtion should be 

the Loternational Commission when your Government first proposed it, in which euse 
a dinvet premium for delay in coming to x decision would have been held out, and the 


at system might have been indefinitely protonged. 
1 





ou 


At the same time, if the question is fo be submitted to the International Commission, 
J should be most unwilling to see. the expression “‘tounage utilisable used to define 
the subjects to be examined by it. T do not sufficiently understand the technical 
beatings of the oase to be certain tbat this expression may not be found to convey 
touch more than we imagine. It is not in the Firman, and I cam see no reason for 
Introducing it; bot I so fully agree with you in believing that, if we have the future 
basis of the taxation left to the devision of the International Commission, we shall have 
little reason to four that the interests of navigation will not be folly considered, that, for 
my port, T will readily consent to leave it in their hi 
Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


— ee ee ee 


Eart Gruneille to Sir A. Buchanan. 


(No. 21. Commorcial) 
Sir, reign Office, Sune 23, 1873, 

IN your despatoh, Commercial, Confidential, No, 27 of the 11th instant, respecting. 
the Suer Canal dues, you state that Count Andrassy remorked to you that be belsered ail 
the Powers wore * realy to. urge. the adoption of the English ayatem of measurement of 
tonwuge," and that he added that, "if he were correct ih assuming that all the Powers aro 
ready to recommond the English system of tonnage mensuremeat as that in which the Canal 
‘dues should be levied, a great step would be gained in favour of the same systern be 
afterwarls anivermilly adopted." 

{It ie very important that no misunderstanding should be allowed to arise as to the 
meaning of the exprossion “Knglisl: system of measurement.” 

‘There are two tonnages, either of which might be called the English tonnege 

First, the offical nett tonnage marked on the ship's register under the provisions of 
the Merchant Shipping Act of 18:4, constituting what Is eallod by that Act the * registered 

‘of Britivh sbips: Vessels of all countries have an offical registred tonnage thus 

xl on their papers, and it is upon this official tonnage that the Canal dues were levied 
up to July 1 

i, the tonnage obtained by measuring, the total internal bulk of a vewsel by a 
process known a« Moorson’s aysten of measurement. 

This also ix marked upon the oBicint papers of every British ship: bat i¢ i known 
the "grows tonninge,” and not ns the * nett” or * rel ee, 

‘The nott! or " registered" tonnage ix arrived at by making certain deductions foe 
angine-space, Re, according to roles specified in the Act, from this gross tonnage.” 

Her Majesty's Gavernusent believe that the ** nett” of * registered 
intended by the term * tannieau de eapncité™ in the concession to the Canal Company ; 
the Austrian Government, as they understand, concur fu this view, 

The Company, oo the other bund, hive adopted a standanl of their own whic 
theory, profewses to make allowance for onginesspace, &c., but by which, ia practice 
des are at present levied on the gross tonnage without any deduction, — Ta estimating 

Consnage the Company take the gross tounage shown by the ship'a papers in the cu 
of English ships, and in the case of other ships gauge them by Eagluh mode of measure 
‘Ment, for gross tonnage. 

‘Thus both the “register tonnage” and. the Company’s tonnage being arrived at by an 
English process of calculation, may be suid to be English systenos of tonoage measurement. 
It is essential not to confound the two, ax thore would appear from your Exeelleney’s 
‘iccovnt of your conversation with Count Andrassy, and. from the telegeo communiented 
to me by Count Beust from Vienna and Constantinople, to be, some danger miny be done 

Moreovor, it does not seem to. Her Majesty's Government that the assumption is 
‘correct that the Intemationil Tonnage Conference, when summoned would necessacily 
Fecounmend as & standart any existing English system of menauret 

‘The object with which the Conference ix to mect ix stated in the invitation of the 
Porte to be trouvar un twode aniforme de mesnrer les navires et fixer wn tonneau. type 
Qui mrt a fle de be pou fos texonations commerciales, et pour la perception Hex 

roite nuxquela ert wernjettic Le nneigation.”* 

Ie is not probable that the Conference would agree for this purpose on the Bnslish 
nett of register tonnage, the imperfection of which is acknowledged and which it i= 
proposed to alter in the Merehant Shipping Bill now before Parliament. Nor is it to be 


Presumed that the Conference would recommend, at any rate, without slterition of the 
maximum amount of dues or without other deductions, the gross tonnage, as that would 
be, in effect, to concede the Company's demand. 

They would bave before them, these three other systems of measurement of tonnage 
for tonnage dues. 

1, The system adopted on the Danube. 

3, The scale contemplated in the new Merchant Shipping Bill. 

The scale recently adopted by law in Germany 

And the Coumissioners would doubtless conxider various other scales, and, in fact, 
inquire into the whale question of what deductions should properly be wade {rom gross 
Tounage to constitute official register tonnage. Their deliberations, should their recomuen- 
dations be adopted, would then result in establishing an universal register tonnage upon 
the basis of the now genermlly accepted Moorsom's xyatem of gross tonnage measurement 

For convenience of reference f inclose— 

1, Extract from the Eaglish Act of 1854 showing the mode of measuring gross 
tonnage.® 

ixtract of the Act showing present system of measuring register tonnage. t 
he rule in foreo ta. the Danube. 

4. The Gorman Lav, 

3 th rale proposed in the new Merchaut Ship il. 

6. A Memorandum showing how the dues levied by the Conpany are cleat 

am, &o 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


No. 209, 
Earl Granville to Sie Hi, Kuo. 


No, 88. Commercial. Contidential.) 
ir, Forcign Office, June 30, 1 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 80, Commercial, of tho [ith instant, 1 inclox 
for your Excellency’s information, copies of a despatch from Sir A, Buchanan, and of the 
reply which I have returned thereto, relative to the views entertained by: the Austro- 
Hungarian Goveroment with respect to the English system of tonnage mensurement in 
connection with the question of the Suet Canal dues 

Tam, tc 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


— 


No. 00, 
Sir H. Eliot to Karl Granville —(Recrived July 1.) 


(Telegraph) Constantinople, June 30, 1873. 
PLY to your Lordship's telegram of 27th :— 

"The decison of the Purte on the Sucr Cans) dues does not nuthorize the Company 
to continge to levy thet oa the gros tonnage 

Tt mans that the does aboela be chargeable upon the ships of alluations on the 
registeced tonnage according to the English or Moorsom system, % 

~ Formerly, the dues were calculated upon tho rogistered tonnage acconling to the 

system in force in the country that the ship belonged to, and it i now stated that the 
fine system should be applied to all 


SSS Se ee 


No. 301, 


Bor! Grancille to Sir H. Eliot. 
No. 89. C 
Se ee Foreign Office, July 1, 1873, 
HER Majesty's Government approve the note addressed by you to Count Ludolf, a 
copy of which i inclosed in. your Exceliency’s despateh No. 116, Commercial, of the 21st 
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instant, respecting the course to be pursued by the Porte in the matter of the Suez Canal 
diy 
Ei Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


eee 


No. 302. 
Earl Graneille to Count Beust.* 


M, l'Ambassadeur, Foreign Office, July 1, 1872. 

WITH reference to the communications which have passed between us respecting 
the Siew Canal duos, I have the honour to inform you that a telegram was received from 
Her Majesty's Arabassador at Constantinople on the 27th ultimo, stating that the substance 
of tho decision upon the Canal dues is, that ax the Firman stated that the dues were to 
be the same on the shipping of all nations, according to the tonnage capacity, it ws not 
intended thoy should be taken upon the offically. registered tonnage common tnode of 
calculating it, but that, us the Moorsom syatem gives the capacity more nccurntely than 
aay other, the Parte considers that it should bo adhored to 

If tho maritime Governments and the Canal Company desire a change « Mixed! Com 
tmiwion might be assembled for the purpose of determining upon another a 
‘mewsuring absolute capacity of ships, 

AAs there seemed to be some ambiguity in this telegraphic report in regard to the 
system of measurement, known ns tho Moorsom system of measurement, which is applic. 
able both to- gross tonnage and net or register tonnage, Her Majesty's Governthent 

ted Her Majesty's Ambassador to report what was the exact effect of this decision, 
Whether it was intended that the Company are authorized to go on changing dues upon 
tho English gross toonage as they are now doing, or are they only authorized to charge 
upon the English register tonnage ws they formerly did. a 

A telegeasn has this morning been received from Her Majesty's Ambossudor at 
Conitantinople iyein which bo reports that the decision of the Porte ‘on the Suce 
Canal dues: does not authorize the Company to eontinve to levy them on the gros 
tonnage: It menns that the dues should be chargeable upon the shipping of all nations in 
the registered tonnage according to the Knglish or Moorsom system. 

Formerly, the dues were calculated upon the registered tonnage according to the 
system in fotee it the country to which the ship belonged, aad it ix now stated that the 
‘ame system should be appliod to all + 

Under these circumstances it appears to Het Majesty's Government that the Porte 
should be urged to make this decision public, and to convene forthwith the International 
Confereneo on tonnaige proposed to be assembled in the invitation addressed by the Porte 
(he ovens of Mao Ovum Pa Yomaey AS 

wm, &e 
(Signed) GRANVILL 


re 


No. 303. 
Earl Granville f0 Sie H. Elliot. 


{Telographic.) Foreign Office, July 2, 1873, 

YOUR telegram of the 80th ultimo recived, ‘The Parte should be atyed te make 
the decision public, and convene at once the Interuational. Tonnage Commission, to which 
the Mantime Powers were invited to send representatives in January last, 





No. 04, 


Sir H. Elliot to Karl Granville—(Received June 


(CCohagrepble: __ Therapia, June 24, 1873, 330 vt 

TEMP ROT bo Be ail. rive your Uerdtip to-morroy the exese edcicre the 
letter to the Khedive on the Sues Canal duc, and the difference between my Reports and 
those of the Austrian Minister will, I believe, be found less than is supposed. 


A siaile denpoich wax where to the Chevalier de Carns 


Being confident that the Porte would ultimately decide in our favour, I did not wish 
their decision to be weakened by being declared provisional and subject to rectification or 
rejection by the International Commission, which, according to Count Ludoll’s proposal, 
Was to be called upon to decide upon a tonnage calculated upon the space that could 
be utilized. 

The opinion of Her Majesty's Government, as conveyed to me by your Lords 
despatch No. 63 of the 29th of April, was unfavourable to the use of this expres 


(Confidential.) 
If the Austrian Government, instend of looking for expedionts, had steadily supported 
Her Majesty's Government in simply calling upon the Porte to pronounce their soinion 


on the Firman, we should certainly have hil a mtisfuctory and definite decision, before 
this 


ee 
No, 05, 


Sir I, Elliot to Earl Granvitle—(Received July 6.) 


(No, 118. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Thevapia, June 24, 1873, 

YOUR Lordship has requested mo to explain the difference that ir to be found betwen 
my reports upon the course likely to be follawed by tho Porte ia reference to the Suen 
Canal duos, and those of the Austrian Minister to his Governmen 

1 expect. to-morrow to be in a position to give your Lordship the exnct substanco of 
{he letter which it i proposed to address to tho Khhedive, when it will, I beliove be found 
that the divergence is tom than may have been supposed, 

aur Lordabip will, however, have gathered from my despatch No. 116, Commercial, 
of the 21st instant, which wax already seat before 1 recived your telegram, the full eat 
aatnaty, considerable extent of the difference of opinion which exints beiween tny Austrian 
colleagao and myself on this matter, : 

ig myself confident of ultimately succceding in obtaining from the Porto m decision 

Jn our favour, I did not ion should be weakened by being declared to 

be provisional and au n or rejection by an Loternational Comission, 

SHH. According, to, Count Ludo’ proposal, wax to. declde upon a system of tonnage 
culated upon the * espace utilisable.” 

Tearing in mind that tho opinion of Her Majesty's Government. conveyed to mo by 
your Lordship's despaich No, 63} of the 29th of April, was unfavourable to the use of tho 
expression, T was not disposed to encourngo the Porte to adopt It, 

iris Austrian Minister not feeling, 1 presume, much faith in the prospect of getting « 
Frreurable opinion pronounced by the Porte upon the intorprotation tobe gives to the 

nan his Geverninent, instead of stendily supporting Her Majesty's Government in altply 
endeavouring to obtain one, looked about for expedients to which. it might have been well 
toresort if the more direct course failed, and 1 may xay, confidentially, to your Lerdahip that 
if it had not been for this, which added to the vacillation of the Porte; wo should. belore 
now bave had a satisthotory and definitive decision 

1 would also add that the term “espace utilisablo” was originally proposed to suit the 
Mithe nee, ctegeh Government and that itis not now clear to me that the prescat anxiety 
of tho Austri i ficiently vague {0 leave the door open for 
Fature discussi s not 0 some extent he dictated by the same 
consideration, 

1 have, &e 
Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


No, 306, 
Sir H, Elliot to Earl Grawville—(Reeeived June.) 


(Telegraphic.) Therapia, June 26, 1873, 3:40 nw. 
HE ‘substance of the decision upon the Suez Canal ducy is that’ the Firsay cetted 

that the dues were to bo the same on the ships of all nations, and according tothe tonnage 

Sfeapecity it "8s not intended that they should be taken’ upon the offially resaterea 


tonnage, while there was no common made of calculi but that as the Moorson 
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system gives the capacity more accurately than any other, the Porte considers that it 
should be adhered to. 4 

If the Maritime Governments and the Canal Company desire a change,a Mixed Com- 
mimson can be asarbld for the purpose of determining upon another system for meaou 
ing the absolute capacity of the ships. 


No. 207. 
Sir H. Elliot to Bart Granville. {Received July 6.) 


No, 120, Commerelal,) 
ty Lond, Therapia, June 26, \873. 
“LAM. now enabled to inform your Lordship that the substance of the final decision 
of the Porte upon the question of the Suez Canal dues is that, since the Firman stated 
that they were to be levied equally upon the ships of all nations and according to the 
Tonnage of capacity, it was not intended that they should be taken upon the olficially= 
rogistered tonnage. while there was no common mode of calculating it; but that, as the 
Moorsom system gives the capacity more accurstely than any other in use, the Porte 
considers that it should be adhered to. 

If, however, the Governments of the waritime States and the Canal Company wish for 
the adoption of another system, a Mixed Commission can be sssembled for the porpose 
af dining another mode of determining the sbwolut capacity of ai 

have, Ke. 
(Signed) HENRY BLLIOT. 


‘0, 208, 
Burl Granville to Count Bewst.* 


Foreign Office, July 7, 1873. 

LORD GRANVILLE presents hit liments to Count Beust, and bas the honour 

to transmit to him, confidentially, herewith, a transcript of a telegram dated the 4th 

instant, which fine been received fram Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople 
reapecting the Suex Canal dh 


Inclosure in No. 308, 
Sie H. Elliot to Kart Granville. 


Constantinople, July 4, 1878, 

THE letter on the Sucz Canal dues to be addressed to the Khedive, has been 

submitted to the Sultan with some amendments that I proposed, It will be forwarded to 

His Highness as soon as it has received His Majesty's sanction, and an official communi 
cation of the decision of the Porte will then be made to the foreign Representatives. 


SS SSS 
No. 309. 


Bir A. Buchanan to Earl Granville —(Received July 7.) 


(No. 34. Commercial.) - 
My Lord, Vienna, July 3, 1873. 
‘AT hn intorviow which I had with Count Andrassy on the 30th ultimo, I hod some 
conversation with his Excellency on, the subject of your Lordship's Commercial despatch 
No. 20 of the 20th ultimo, acquainting me with your observations to Count Beust on his 
Excelleney’s communicating to you the substance of Count Andrassy’s note to me of the 
“1h ultimo respecting the Suex Canal dues, and the most convenient place for the mecting 
of the International Commission on tonnage and weasurement 
Count Andrassy suid ho was afraid that your Lordship's despatch bad been written 


© A sialtr eve won nsrewed wo the Coevaier de Cadorss. 
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under an erroneous impression of the true state of matters at Constantinople, as from a 
telegrain which he had just received from Count Ludolf it would appear that the Turkish 
Ministers, contrary to their assurances, have decided that the “ton of capacity” shall he 
ascertained by the Moorsom system of measurement. He said that he dail 
full report from Count Lodolf on the subject, and he asked whether I could 
nicate your Lordship's despatch to him, with & view to his considering what further steps 
should be taken if Count Ludolt’s despatch confirmed the impression conveyed by his 
telegram. I promised, therefore, to send hit a Memorandum containing the substance of 
your observations to Count Beust, and I subsequently forwarded to him, with a few private 
lines, the Memornndum of which 's copy Is inclosed herewith. 

Notwithstanding the assurances given by the Turkish members to Sir Henty Elliot 
‘and Count Ludolf, the Government here seein to fear that the questions at issue may be 
eventually decided in accordance with the wishes of M. Lessops. 

T have, 


(Signed) ANDREW BUCH 


Joclosure in No, 209, 


Substance of Karl Graneitle’s Obvereations to Count Beust with reference to Count Anilrusty's 
Note of June 12, 1873. 


WITH regard to the place where the International Commission were to mect, Hor 
Majesty’ Government prefered Landon, because tho information required. woul be more 
available, and because fens preastire would be applied to the Porte, than at Constantinople. 

‘Theie were the only Feasous which influenced Her Mojesty'« Government, and. if 
Count Andrassy still held to Constantinople they would be ready to send their Commie 
stat the stata f tings te 

ut the stato of thingy is this: Her Majesty's Government have been informed b 
Sir H. Elliot that the Turkish Commission bad. reported unanimously in favour of the 
“ton of capacity” being the * register ton " that the Government of the Porte hesitated to 
ive-a decision in accordanoe with this report ; and, moreover, that Sie H. El 
that they would not consent to refer the ques ‘the toll to the International Com 
In these circumstances it would appear to be desirable that Austria, Hungary, and f 
should apply all the pressure in their power to obtain from the Porte an announc 
similar (0 the rocommendation of the Turkish Commission, which would then make caxy 
the work of the International Commission, ‘ 


SS 
No. 310. 
Sir I. Bait to Bart Gransille—Recciced July 10.) 


(No. 123. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Therapia, June 20, 1873. 

T HAVE had tho honour to receive your Lordsbip's telegram of the 27th, statiog 
that Her Majesty's Government did not understand the decision of tho Turkish Govern 
ment upon the Suez Canal daex as conveyed in my telegram of the day before, and 
inquiring whether it was intended to authorize the Company to continue levying them on 
the gross tonnage, or to revert Lo the register tonnage, ax was originally practised, In 
telegram of the 26th, T had adhered as clonely as 1 could to the terms of n paper which 
hhad been sent me by the Porte, as the draft of the official dectarition which they were 
about ta make, and which were far from distinet, although, from the Iunguage whigh had 
been held to me, I was satisfied that it was the nett, or rexistered, and not the gross tonnage, 
which it wus intended to sanction as the basis of the ducs 

However, before replying to your Londship's telegram, or giving my own under- 
standing of the tolezram, I called on Raschid Pasha, in order to obtain from his 
Exeellency’s own Tips an explanation of the meaning of the Porte, and I can, therefore, 
inform your Lordship distinctly that their meaning is that the dues should be levied upoa 
the ships of all nations on tho rezistered tonnage, calculated upon the Moorsom system, 
‘This wns Wot the mode originally followed by the Company, which took the ducs upon the 
tonnage rezistered in the papers of the ship, according to the system prevailing in the 
country to which it might happen to belong; although, as far ns British ships are con- 
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cerned, it will place them in the same position as they occupied previously to the ebange 
introduced last July ee 

(Signed) " HENRY ELLIOT. 





3b 
Sir H. Elliot (9 Earl Groncille—(Received July 10.) 


Xo, 124. Commercial : 
fe raocemerey Therapia, July 1, 187 


AVE the honour to inclose a copy of the paper that was sent to me by the 
Porte a eaodying thet detain upon the Beer Citak dae the substance of which T 
endeavoured to convey to your Lord my telegram of the 26th ultimo, 

‘The paper betrays the weakness and indecision which have marked the whole course 
‘of the proceedings of the Government upon this question, and your Lordship will ind in 
the margin the substance of several alterations, which | suggested as being called for, before 

was finally ndopted. s = 
tbe seuasne ta tha Pires DA din tha expression, " tonnage of capacity,” with 
© view to the ultimate adoption of a common systet for all nations, wax 0 palpably 
incorrect in fuct, that M. de Lesseps might fairly assert that it was he, and not they, who 
Thad selected it. as Mee 

T proposed, therefore, that the phrase should be modified, 40 that the Porte shot 
only say what had been its meoning in ratifying oF sanctioning the tern. 

‘Tho allusion to tho systems of tonnage actually in use Was S0 vague, that it might 
leave the door open to M. de Lesseps to assert that his own system is in use; nod J 
therefore naked that it should be declared to mean & system officially recognized, and also 
that it was the nett, oF registered tonnago, acconing to the Moorsom syste 
Porte held to be the proper one. 

TERE Came tema imply that the interpretation of the Porte 


was necessarily mubject to the revision of the International Commission, 
nooessarily subject revi omnbae 
(Signed) HENRY BLLIOT. 


Inclosure in No. 311. 


Paper embodying the Decision of the Porte wpon the Sues Canal Duet 


VARTICLE 17 de TActe de Conces- 
sion accordé le 6 Janvier, 1896, par 
Mohammed Said Pacha, Viee-Roi d’ Egypte, 
AM. dle Lesseps, et confirmé par le Firman 
Jmpérial du 1) Mars, 1866, porte que tn 
Compagnie da Canal ext autorige i établir 
et percevoir des droits de navigntion sous 
la condition exprome: (1), de pereevoir ces 
droite sue tous les navirea dane des conditio 
idontiques ; (2), de ne pas exeéder pour le 
droit spécial do navigation le chiffre maxi- 
mum de 10 fe. par tonneau de enpacité, 
= i Phe Government did not -hoow the 

a ao servant dans I'Article sarmentionné 1, The Govern 

expression de "tonneau de capacité," le expression, but tulified or confirmed the 
ee cates rate eteataea ty Mets Lace oo 
tonneau de capacité dans un sens absoln it should limit themselves to stating what they 
n'aou nullemeot en vue le tonnage inscrit meant when they so ratified it 
sur les papiers de bord. 

En effet les mavires de tous pavillons 
devant &re soumis i Teur traversée da canal 

tune taxe éule, et les différents Gouverne- 
iments n'ayant encore adopté auewn systéme 
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de tonnage comme parfiitement exact, le 
Gouvernement Ottoman s'était va dane la 
nécessité de faire usage de expression de 
“tonneau de capacité” en ginéral, de telle 
maniére que cette expression plit s'appliquer 
fa tonneau qui serait plas tard adopté par 
tous les Goavernements et notamment par 
Fe Gouvernement Ottoman pour sa marine, 

Duprés cela, il sera naturel que M. de 
Lesseps aussi bien que les différentes marincs 
adoptassent aujourd'hui le tonnage qui don- 
nerait avec In plux grande approximation ta 
capacité nbsolue. 

Or, parm tous ceux nctuclloment en usage 
le systéme Moorsom ont celal qui cu np 
proche le plas, la Sublime Porte est davis 
ue, pour le moment, on doit sen tenir 
4 aystéme susmentioané. 


Dans Je ons ob M. de Lesseps ainsi que 
tes Puissances Maritimes ne désirernient jas 
Dersinter dans ce syatdmne, it deviendrait ine 
dispensable de convoquer une Commision 
Miste & Telfee de dsterminer Ia expacité 
absolue. 

1 Gouvernement Linpérial pene ea effet 
gee Mon reconnaliea aiséinent quil ne peat 
tee A méme de déterminer un mode do 
mesurage deinitif qui na pas eocore dé 
‘areété par los autres Gouvernenents 


2, “Exact” is objectionable, and “iden- 
tique” should be substituted, 


3. Tastead of meu M, de Lesseps 
or the Government, it would be better to say 
that “it might be proper to adopt the 
tonnage most nearly approaching to the 
‘absolute enpacity." 

4. It is indispensable to add words to 
show it is only those officially recognized by 
some Governments that is meant, and the 
words nett” or “registered” must be 
introduced. 

%, Omit the words“ pour te momen 
that the decision may be final, waless ap 
pealed against (0 the Tatornational Com. 
‘mission. 

6, This should bo the Powers * or” ML 
Lesieps, not “and, Cor 
sould ‘be stated ‘to be“ 
instead of Mixed.” 


SS 


No. 2, 


ir H. Blot to Karl Gi 


(No. 126. Commercial.) 
My Lord, 


ville—(Recelved July 12.) 


Therapia, July 4, 1873, 


J HAVE the honour te inform your Lordship that the letter which, the Porte 
fropores to address to the Khedive upon tho Suez Canal dues, with some amendments 
teat Lropored, and which aro already known to your Lordship, hex bon definitively 
‘greed to, and been subynitted for the approbation of the Sultan. 

(ie soon as His Majesty's sanotion is obtained, it wil be forwanled to the Viceroy, 
aad te secision of the Porte will be clicially commuioated t0 tho. Poreign Repro: 


sentatives, 


By your telegram of the 2nd instant, your Lordship insteucted me to ungo the Porte 
Thar gEately to convoke the mecting of the Internstionsl Commission, but T presume 
that if, as I hope will be the ease, the decision of the Porte is found to be in threw at 
Sagem, '0, the system of levying the daes on the nett or roxistored tonnage, Her 
Majesty's Government would not wish such  deeislon to be submitted to the serien 


OF Fatifieation of the Commission, 


M. de Loweps, ue the Josiog party, way desire such an appeal, but it: doos not ne 


to be na Immediate object for those whose 


views have been adopted and confirmed by. 


the forte; and T should be glad to receive your Lordship's instructions as to the nec 
y te p, precise 


Points to which the attention of the Commission ought to 


ited. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed), HENRY ELLIOT, 





No. 313, 


Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville —(Received July 17, 2.x.) 


(Telegeapbic:) Therapie, July 16, 1873, 2 ¥. 

‘THE letter to the Khedive on the Suez Canal Dues has been sent, and contains all 
the modifications of the original draft mentioned in my despatch No. 124 of the Ist July 
Tt states as of all the official systems in operation the Moorsom gives the utilizable capacity 
with the greatest accuracy, the Porte is of opinion that the net tonnaze nceording to that 
Jystem should be adhered to; if, however, the Powers (?) or M. Lewseps should wish not to 
‘continue to maintain this system, it will be necessary to call an International Commission 
to determine the utilizable capacity. The letter concludes by saying that this being the 
result of the deliberution of the Council of Ministers, and the Sultan to whom it hus been 
aubmitted having ordered effect to be given to it, the decision is communicated 10 the 
Khedive, in order that His Hi decide upon the measures which it may rendee 
necessary 


No. 314. 
Sir 4, Buchanan to Earl Gronville—(Received July 21.) 


(No. 87. Commercial.) 
My Lori, Vienna, July 17, 1873. 
*"T TOOK an early opportunity, ater the receipt of your Lordship's despatch on 
tonnage menstirement, No. ZL of this sores, to read it to Count Andrassy, and 1 left it 
with his Excellency wt bis request. He has since retorned it to me, but a* be thought it 
would be useful if 1 would allow him to retain ite inclosures, it appeared to me that 1 
could not better promote the object for which the despatch was written than by complylog 
with ms 
fa a subsequent conversation which I have had with his Excellency, with reference 
to the contents of your Lordship’s doxpatches Nos. 22, 23, and 24 on this subject and the 
Suez Canal dues, ho informed me that he had sent instructions to Count Ludolf, outhoriaing 
him to aocept ax xatiafuctory the arrangement proposed by the Porte, if it is carried out 
at once by tho Canal Company, but stating at the same time that, if immediate action is 
not taken by the Company for that parpose, that an International Commission must be 
appointed without delay fo the settlement of the question with tbe Turki Goverament 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN. 





No. 315. 
Nate Verbale communicated to Bart Grancille by Count Brust, July 24, 1873. 


LE. Comte de Boust présente ses compliments & Lord Granville et prie ron Excellence 
de bien vouloir agréer tous ses remerciments pour la communication confidentielle qu'elle 
ui w faite do télégramme de Sir Hi. Elliot du 17 du courant. Le conteaw de ce document 
Jui a offert un double intérét, car it semble en résulter: 1. Que la lettre adressée ou 
Khodive Tul prescrit Ia miac en pratique de Ia décision da Gouvernement Ottoman ; et 
2% Que Ia re de In Commission Internationale, que le Cabinet de Vienne juo 
indispensable dans le cas od la Compagnia ferait dex difficultés do s'y conformer, ¥ est 
également prévue et nd:nise dans ta supposition d'une éventualité pareille. 

Belgrave Square, te 23 Juillet, 1873. 


—— 
No. 316. 


Sir H. Bltiot to Bark Gsancitle—(Received July 24.) 


(No. 181. Commercial) 
My Lord, Therapia, July 14, 1873. 
” TT has beea so frequently assorted that the very existence of the Suez Canal, to say 
ething of a remuneration to the shareholders, depended upon the Company being able to 
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increase the dues beyond the rates at firet taken, th it 
is ti he ra aken, that the following suggestive fi 
pon which I believe your Lordship may rely, wll not be without Intctestse 


sn cunt a ’ sen.b09 
af te propery ad ed elgg to the Copan ‘onion 
; aes ; too.000 
It would thos appe: hat 2 i 
of Fras d Adee nret® that 2,600,000 fe. are accounted for under the elastic heading 
I have, &e, 
(Signed) HENRY 


a Net eats ete. 


No, 317, 
Sir H. Elliot to Korl Russell,—(Received July.) 


Commercial.) 
iy Lord, Therapie, July 16, 1873 
1 HAVE the honour to inclose a French copy of yr sont by the Poste to 

Khedive upon the question of the Suse Canal oc aera crime te tab 

‘out Loniship will flod that the amendments which I had suggested 9 roported in 

my despatch, Commercial, No, 124 of the Ist lnstant have been adopted, neal thee th 

document is. on the whol isfactory a there was any prospect of its boing, 

n.of the Porte itis the nett tonunge according to the 

ould be taken is tolerably explicit, and i rendered 

gull more by the aa entence in which it is said that if the Powers or 

evaeps should wot wish to cootinie to maintain” that aystem, a erence Must 

Novertheless tho Viceroy, to whom I went th 


meaning of the note ix sufficiently Tg eens io ant etter ten 


° lain to put him in position to tako any step 
tring bck the Company tothe prictie of lerying dues upan the nett tonnage,” 
Porte aid Wat although T could not agree with him in thin view of the letter, ax the 
caeaeresraut te communicate it oficially to the Representatives I should be rendy in 
acknowledging its receipt to mak for a distinct axsurance that their meaning wos that tho 
sett tonnage ncordog to the Moorsom watem was the only lgal basis on which the dea 
aca ati Ciealated until another sbould be adopted through tho recommendation of an 

His Highness said thot if « distinct intimation to this effec 
woudl then Keane pail fiat i 4 ditnct totimation to this eiet wan made to i he 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


Tnclosure in No. 317, 


Visirial Letter addres lis Highness the Khedive 
Rens idadreseed t@ His Highness the Khedive, 
Altessc, V7 Djemash et Oula, 1200 (Te 12 Juitet, 1873 
iw GAINSE que votre Altes Jo suit, dopnia Touverture da Canal do toe ae 

Juillet, 1872, la Compagnie avait perpu, i titre do droit de passage sur les! 
traversant le canal, 10 fr. pour chaque tonneat insceit sur los papiers do bord, mane 
cette perception ef &6 conimée par le Gouvernement Tuspéial oe 

cg) ait, partir du 1* Juillet In Compagnie a procédé, toujours mans. autorisatios 
mate ence en a ea aa 
era pour Je jangeage des navires. Ce procé pas manqué de soulever les 
recmmations des Puissances. “Ces derniers ainsi que la Compagnie se sont udessées nu 
Gouvernement Impérial pour Vinterpritation de la clause de VActe dé Concestion neconde 
te 2 Rebi-slewel, 1272, yar ('Administration Egyptienne & Ia Compagnie de Sues, et 
eonfring par le Firman Impéri Zilkbude, 1252, portant qu'on n'exotdera pus pour 
le droit de navigation le chifre maximum de 10 fz. par tonneau de capacté. ‘i 

onséquenice, et vu la nécessité d'écarter les réclamations existantes on Bxent 


Tinterprétation de cette clause, le Conseil des Ministres a délibéré sur cotte question, ef I's 
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uise & un examen attentif et opprofondi, Or, en qualifiant, comme il est dit ci-dessus, 
MActe de Concession susmentionné, le Gouvernement Impéti wa entenda en reali 
Vespression de “ tonneau de eapacité,” qu tun passage de cet acte, que dans 
un fene abgolu i n'a eu nallement ca ¥oe le tonnage inscrt abr lee ‘apiers de bord de telle 
ou telle Puissan 

En effet, wires de tout pavillon traversant le Canal, ils doivent, d'aprés tes 
dispositions de I'Acte de Concession, étre soumis & une taxe égale, % 

Muis comme les différents Gouvernements n'ont pas encore adopté un systtme de 
tonnage identique, il était névessaire de faire usage de expression de “tonneau de 

ral, de telle maniére que ceite expression pit s'appliquer au tonneau qui 
serait plus tard adopté par tous les Gouvernements, ainsi que par le Gouvernement Impérial 
pour sa marine 

Dani cot ordre d'idées il serait naturel d'adopter le tonnage qui doonerait avec ta 
plus grande approximation Is capscité utilisablo. Or, comme parmi les systdmes officiels 
Actuollement ¢n usage te systtme Moorson est évid ft celui qui en approche lo 
plus, la Sublime Porte est davis quion devuit «en tenir au“ net tonnage” fixe d'apres ce 
syatime, 

Toutefoin, dans le cas ob les Poissanecs ou M. de Lemeps ne déirersicnt pas 
contiouer & maintenir c@ systéme, il sernit nécersaire de réunie une Commission Inter. 
nationale A Vetfot do déterminer Ta eupacité utilisnble, I est éeident que fe Gouverne 
ment Imnpérial pe peut fixer un mode de mevurage détnitif qui n'a pas encore été arrété 
et adopté par los autres Gouvernements 7 

‘Tel etaut be résultat de La délibérution du Consell des Ministres, et Sa Majesté, 
4 qui Vaffaire a étd soumiso, ayant ordonné degir on conformité, Je viens porter In 
décision qui précéde & la connaissance de votre Altesso, afin qu'elle veuille bien aviser aux 
menutes uécessuires en conséquence. 


ee See 


No, 318. 
Sir H. Hellit to Kart Grancille—(Received July.) 


No. 184, Commercial.) 
My Lard, ‘Theropia, July 16, 187 

IN my conversation with the Khedive upon the Sacz Canal dues, reported in another 
despatch of this date, His Highness exhibited the same dread of taking the alightent 
responsiblity upon himself that bas been shown throughout by the Porte 

Ho evidently fears that M. de Lesseps will hold hiin responsible unless be is supported 
by a more unmistakeable expression of opinion than he considers the Porte yet to have 

to be likely to give, but Tain fur from certain that this ix the only Cause of his 

He knows the feeling of the Krench Government pon the Canal question, aud bia 

ct being bt present to induce them to accept his Exyptian reforus, he Ie desirous 
to avold doing anything distasteful to them on a matter that he cares less about, 

Ifthe tonnage question were decided by the International Commission, all hesitation 
on hls part, would, he declares, bo at wn end ; und ow it will, almost certainly, have 
ultimately to be brought before’ auch a Coy n, | concur with your Lordship 
thinking, as intimated by your telegram of the 2nd instant, that it should be convoked 
npecdily 08 possible. 

In expressing this opinion to the Viceroy, I insisted (and His High 
that it did not diminish the necessity for w returh to the practlee of 
not Lonnage-til the Conuission decidos upon another ; for if thin is riot done, the present 
abuse will be indefinitely prolonged. 

The interpretation of the Firman being iu fevour of the views of Her Majesty's 
Government, itis not, os | have said, for vs to wppeat against it; but io order to pre 
further delay, itis desirable that the Commission should be rommoned to assemble at onge 
to take into consideration the questions for which it was to be constituted, according 10 
‘he terms of the invitation of the Por Foi 5: 

Jpon receiving tho firmal comeuniention of the letter to the Khedive, I proy 
therfiey to sak far some’ explanations, which may be sutiey eae ee eposee 
dificult for him to find a pretext for not seeing that the Canal Company reverts to the 
legal system of taking the dacs; and will athe aame tin, request that the Commission, 
which every country bot France has signified its readiness to join, should at once be 
nummoned, if your Lordship authorizes me to state that Her Majesty's Government 


consent that it shall meet at Constantinople, for although I adhere to all I have. before 
said with regand to the disadvantages of this place as compared with Loudon, an attempt 
to insist on that view would now cause an inconvenient delay 

The Porte might notify the time at which the Commission would assemble to evory 
Government, which would then be free to sead their delegates to it or not as the) 
thought ft. 

Uhave, &o. 
HENRY ELLIOT, 


Rachid Pasha to Musurus Pasha.— (Communicated to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
July 29) 


M.TAmbassadeu Constantinople, le 19 Juillet, 1873, 

J°AI Thopneur de vous transmettre, ci-joint, Ia teaduction de In lettre que la Sublime 
Porte vient d'adresser i Son Altesse le Khedive, relativement A In question du deoit do 
Passage persa par la Compagnie du Canal de Buez 

Ainsi quo votre Excellence Je verra, cette lettre exposo clairoment le point do vue 
sous lequel fe Gouvernement Impérial envisage, dans son principe et newex consdquvacee, 
une question qui intéresse A un st hat point le commerce ct In hnvigution, 

Sn vous priant d'en faire tel usage que vous jugerek conveuable pour édifer Yopinion 
publique autour de vous, jo maisis, &e. 

(Signé) RACHID, 


Inclowure in No. 319, 
Viirial Letter addressed to His Highuees the Khedive, July 12, 1873. 


Inclosure in No. 3 





No, 1120, 
Sir 1. Elliot to Karl Grenville —(Reccieed! August 3.) 


(No. 138. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Therapia, July 22, 1873. 
1 HAVE the honour to inclose » copy of the uote by which the Sublime Porte hus 
officially communicated, for transmission to your Lordship, the translation of the letter to 
the Khedive on the Suex Canal ducs, of which I have already sent a copy ia my No, 13 
of the 16th instant 
simply a covering note, although, from the delay which oceurred in sending it to 
ime, 1 imagine an attempt to have been made to produce something more elaborate. 
To consequence of the timid language of the Viceroy, and of an article which 
appeared in the “Turquie,” as herewith inclosed, endeavouring to represent the decision of 
umble to M. de Lemeps' ‘views, in acknowledging the receipt of 
Raschid Pasha's note I thought it advisable to add, as your Loniaiip will nc, that 1 should 
ish to be able to accompany the wote with an assurances to Her Majesty's Government 
that the Porte regarded the ett tounage, upon the Moorsom principle, as the only legal 
basis of the dues. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 220, 


Ravchid Pasha to Sir H. Bulior 


M.T'Ambassadeur, Sublime Porte, te 1G Juillet, 1873, 
EN réponse aux communications que votre Excellence a bien voulu adrecer hon 
Départetnent relativement dla question du droit de passage pory gnie du 
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de Suez, j'ai Vhonneur de vous transmettre cijoint ta traduction de Ja lettre que 
la Sublime Porte vient d'adresser & ce sujet & Son Altesse le Khédive. 

‘Ce document expose elairement le point de vue sous lequel le Gouvernement Impérial 
envisage, dans toutes ses conséquences, le nouveau ayst8me de perception adopté par la 
Compagnie du Canal Maritime. Je me borne done & prier votre Excellence de vouloir bien 
ea faire part & son Gouvernement pour Pédiffer sur la manitre de voir de la Sublime 
Torte h Pégurd dune question qui lntéresse au plas haut point le commerce et la 

z Veuillez, Be. 

RASCHID. 


Todlosure 2 in No, 
Beteuct from the “Lea Turquie” of July 18, Vi 


La Cosraoste ne Sune xr La Dfciaiox oe ta Compnssion —Nos leoteurs n'anront 
pas munqué dapprécier Tinportance de la lettre vézirlelle mirossda 8 Soa Altesse le 
Khiédive, on date du 17 DjémazivulEwel, 1290, dont nous avons plaoé bier une traduction 
sous leurs yeus, F 

On peut dire qu'elle tranche admipistrativement le litige soulerd par Tes réclaumatio 
les Mesmageries Maritimes contre x nouvelle taxation de ta Compagnie du Canal 
de Suce ; 

“Tout le monde connalt ta question. La Compagnie de Suez avait décidé Twnnée 
dorniére qu’h partir du 1 Juillet Jos droite sur Tes navires travorsant le Canal servient 
porgus non plas comme par lo passd d'apros tw base peu sicicuse des papiers ullciels, de 
(ord, mals Saprés leur enpucitd valle, Cette déctsion <talt la connsquence naturelle Jo 
réwcrves que ta Compagnie avait faites dds le principe contre une perception qui la privat 
tle I plus gros part de bindécen Iéitines, bile dait correcte et Kale puis’elle 
Sappuynit sue Ia lettre et sur Vesprit du Firman: de Concession, Les nombreux armateurs 
et Joe Compagnios Maritimes nceeptérent eette décision, & l'exception toutelois dow 
Mossageries Frangaises, qui se donuéreat beaucoup de mal pour ne pas payer & la Com 
pagnio do Sue co qui tut était dO. Elles réussiront & faire de Vagitation autour de cette 
question ot A obtenir 'appui de certains Gouvernen le tangas rou pout Ie 
Compagnie da Canal n'est un secret pour person ublime Porte nomma a cette 
cate par len ambitions politiques qui guettent fo Canal de Suer, par lex animosités dont la 
Compagnie concessionaire ext Pobjet- La Comminsion a’avait qu'un moyen de vurmonter 
len dificultés que Ton s'apprétalt ik faire surgir sous sex pas. Nous le flines remarquer & 
cette époque en Tui conselllant do s'en tecir strictement A la simple interpretation du 
Firiuan, sans stengager, en aucun cas, dans ta fixation du mode de mesurage deBinitif 

‘Toute In question xe réduisait, & vrai dire. pour Ia Convmision, & décturer si te 
Gouvernement, en indent le tot de tonneau de eapaeité dans le Firman, avait eotendy 
{que In perception do fa taxe fut ealeulge not d'aprés In hase iasoire des paplers oificiels 
do'bord, mats d'apris celle du tonnean de espacié, e'est-d dire, de ta partie utilisable des 
Dh e ps mos soin Wlrmer que dave notre opinion Ye Gouternemeat 
avait voulu fnire béndticier la Compagnie de tn taxe In plus élevée. Le texte était formel : 
It dae toutes Tox nrgutis des intréts politiques et des intrdtecommarviany — n 

‘crvonstanee dans une action commune contro lex actionnaires de la Compagnie 
te Enos Teveatment paid reise Gouvernement déelare * quit 1a 
ui we trouve dans un pacsage de 
x ‘i we He tonnage 

Taote de Concession, que dane an sens absola : qu'il na ea nullement en vue le tonn 
inscrt sur les paplers do bord de telle ou telle. Puissanee eet oro esi 
orait naturel d'adopter le tannage que donnerait avee ta plus grande approximation Ia 

capacité utitisable, 

Poa lettee vézlriello ajoute que pari len aystimnes ufliclels actuellement en usage le 
systtine Moorsom iant celal quien approche te. plus, Is Soblime Porte est davis ya'on 
‘Tovralt n’en tenie ison application, Néaumoins, sempresse d'ajouter le rédacteur de ta 
Jotire vezirlelle, "dans le-eas oti len paiasances ott M. de Lesseps ne désireraicat pas conti- 
huct i rasintenie ee aystimme, i serait nécessaire de runir une Commission Lnternationale 

Vellet de déterminer la capacité utitisable se 

Ta question tranchée en faveur de Ia Compagnie wu point de vue de son droit de 

rds Ta base du tonneau de cayacité, reste par conséquent ouverte pour 


{a fixation définitive de 'unité de capacité utilisable des navires. La Compagaie ne deman- 
dait pas autre chose, et nous sommes beureux duvoir A fitter le Grand Veet, lo Miniatre 
des Affaires Etrangtres, et la Commission d'une décision qui est conforme aux reles 
déquité et de bonoe foi absolve qui ont fait au renom de loyauté du Gouvernement 
Ottoman une place exeeptionnelle dans opinion publique. 


Inelosure 3 in No. $20, 
Sir H, Elliot to Raschidl Pasha. 


Sir, Therapla, July V9, 1873. 

I HAVE bad the honour this evening to receive your Excelloncy’s 16th 
instant, inclosing a translation of the letter addressed to His Highnoss the Kbedive upon 
the question of the Soex Canal ducs, whieh I shall not fil to forward to Her Majesty's 
Government by the earliest opportunity. 

‘The ctation given by the Sublime Porte to the Firman of Concession seems 

ly explicit to remove all doubts; but ns, nevertheless, U find from aoe comments 
wave heard, and from the language of a portion of the local Pross, 
susceptible of being misunderstood, I should be glad to be authorized by your Excolloncy 
to state to Earl Genville, in forwarding the docamont, that the true menning of the Porte 
is that the only basis upou which the Company will be legally entitled to collect the dues 
that of the ‘net tounage of the ships, imeasured on the Moorsoin aystom, until soine 
other system is dechled upon through an International Comminion. 

1 do not ask for this assurance on account of any doubt which I mysolf entertain, but 
Ltake the liberty of begzing that it may be given to me at your Excellency's carliest 
convenience, wit to avoiding the oceurrence of any further misunderstanding being 
‘caused by the uncertainty which other parties profees to fel. 

T avail, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 





No. #21 
Sir H. Euiot to Barl Granville-—(Reccved Augus 


(No. 139. Commercial.) 
My Lord, There 

IF the language of the Khedive was unsatisfactory the last tine 
the Sucx Canal docs, that of Nubar Pasha, whom L saw yesterday, was tot less x0. 

T have more than onoe intimated to your Lordship that the question of the judicial 
reform+ had a manitost influence upon the attitude of the Viceroy in reference to the 
‘cannl dues, and this was never more cleatly shown, or rather more openly avowed, than it 
‘wus yesterday by Nubar Pasha 

He told me that the Ki n for further instructions from the Porte in 
regard to the steps whic ho should take for the purpose of givi 
effect to the views of the Imperial Government, and their unswer appears to be confined 
to a recommendation to communicate their decision to M. de Leaseps. 

‘This will be dove by to-morrow's post ; but it ix now tolerably clear that, ns is 
probable, if the Canal Company declines to nequiewes in it, the Viceroy has no intention 
of compelling it to obedience, 4 

Nobar Pasha justifios this course by insisting that Hix Highness cannot venture to 
take any step which would enable M. de Levseps to hold him responsible for tho lo 
incurred by the Company, as long as there ix uo Tribunal that could be referred to to 
decide the question. Even the German Government, according to his Kxcelleney, lind 
declared that ® by usage” the jurisdiction would ie with the French Consular Court, and 
the Egyption Gorernment was not disposed to find itself called upon to plead befire’ th 
‘Tribunal ‘Let the reformed ‘Tribonae be consented to, ad the ese would be alter 
the Viceroy’ hands would be loosened, and he would then know how to act, 

I said that the course the Khedive scemed to intend to follow was perhaps dictated 
fess by the apprehension to whieh Nubar Pasha alladed than by a desiro to make the 
different Governments feel the practical inconvenience of leaving Exypt any los 
without » judicial system, aod thus to deng them into an acyuieeconce. 

He did wot deny that this considerstion had its weight, and that it gave him no 





concern to sce the consequences of the delay in the judicial organization recoil. upon the 
hea of those who ae responsible for it 
Ven 1 asked Nubar Pasha w i 
lo Seis A peassel Fea sana ved to do nothing, he 
the iments eotyration of th Intemational Commiaion tou be shod or 
nT rewarked that, if His Highnes adhered tothe principe ane are mlopte, 
omission will not advance Us; for ME. de Lesseps wo a a kel to ec 
Te cooanaion tats Gang te dosnt Part the Redire woe win 
farall het we oun tle and_ SE: Lobepe may aclect the syst thot. cits Win beat i 
secs that no compulsion is to be used towards him. ek oe 
He ad declared that he wool accept the interpretation to be pot apon the Firman 
by the Sultan's Government; that interpretation by beey oficialy communicated to Her 
Nga ameccees red te iee shc'ee a ais noes 
necesary for giving effect to it; and if Hla Highness abstains from taking tho oe 
hho must aot be wurprised to find. Her ee as 
bo consaqa which hin neglect to do s0 thay entail upon Brit 
tee erent insiion aoe ie to cutie t Talents ks pero toda of king 
nti the whale question of tanange has teen investigated by a Conn 
narcenvent is come to,—sublect perhaps, to the acceptance or rejection Mote Lessens it 
imny be necessary to fatimate both ta the Porte and to the Egyptian Gover 


i jonger, nod that, i€ the illegal changes continue 
British interests cannot be trifted with any longer, nnd th ego 


dered ous! 6 course adopted, 50 
considered ought to be the cours adopted, so 


to be allowed, Her Majesty's Government will hold the 
to thems for the repayment tes es 
(Signal): HENRY ELLIOT, 


No. 322. 


Sir H, Blliot to Bort Grancille—(Received August 3.) 


(No. 142, Commercial.) 


Therapia, July 24, 1873. 
My Lord, 


ig of the 
hn translation was inclosed in 
jitted to your Lordship bas been 


Khedive having asked the Porte for some explanations of the n 


seal dey of wh 
Vizirial letter rospecting the Buex Canal dues, 
despatch No. T53, the further letter herewith. tri 
ekireesed oe eee ir 7 for although it twice adverts to 
+ ent is more open to objection than the first ; : oe 
dechion” tut had been ‘some to’ the Sala’ Goverment sh ate ha sa 
‘ompagole iste dans ves agismemente cont aires & Vopit fon de eu - 
Seal tere Seamnd par nae Cooma’ Atma >and tbe ecncloing weateace ie 'to & 
a he Company refuse to 
rom lt therefore, le, thatif the Comp 
‘The inference to be drawn fr b ae bouu' alba is ater ae seaating 
he decision of the Porte, the only thing to be done wil a au 
i ioe vit Str etre Sowa ete bie 
voThia ltser wah 1 believe, yeerday forwarded ly as Viceroy to aie 
from it; first, that he has everythiag to a ae pee 
7 nd ul at the more delay he can pr 
Sean tbe hore he ean prot slabosny tom lnger he 


will gat 


isreguedin 
inthe media of the Commiaion, andthe more he 
wil be abl co contione Hevying the present rate of dues. 
sned) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Inclosure in No. 322. 


Visirial Letter addressed to His Highness the Khedive. 


(Trndvetion} steer ates: 
nS Alou! Viounewr do reertis Jae que votre Alicun « tien woul lee en 
date du 22 Djenarbaewel your damaaver queues élireiwements relativement 8a 
dépiche wéririelle touchant ta décision prise par la Sublime Porte au suje! 


Gui.doit servi & déterminer te droit & prover des batimonts transitant par te Canal 
de Suez. 
jinsi quill est notoire & votre Altesse, Ia Compugnie de Suez a 6u recours 
Gcision et A Yopinion du Gouvernement Imperial pour le rélement Wo eelte afin’ 
isi ave votre Altesse le verm aussi par la lecture de la deptohe sustite In Set 
cars co main. d'une manigee complate les intéréts et les droits de Ia Compagnie, 
Catt Evident quit ce point de vue i ne devrait surveair aucune difleulté: pourtet eh ig 
Compagnie persste dans lea agissemients contraites & Topinian de la Subliag Para te oct 
mat etre examin par une Commission Interbationte ek que celui est établi dans les 
dispositions générales Ge la décis 
Be; mime que cette décixion w &é communiqué dircetement par In Sublime Porte 
Zax Paissances, de méme il eat dans Vordre nuturel des affires ue voter Altesee to 
Sramigaaitne & la susdite Compagnie. Ea conséquence votre Altes est. pri de oon 
corngiuer ts susdite décision, ct ainsi quil est dit, sil y u de in part de le Seckte one 
CRposition ou up prétexte queleonque qu'on ne puisse pas Inisser de oDtG, vee Aiton, 
de mrement fern convaltre le cax 4 la Sublime Porte avec les objections préscatien ate 
de recoutir Ala Connexion, 


Se eee. 


No. av 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granvilte.— (Received August 3.) 


(No. 144. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Therapia, July 25, 1873. 

BEFORE 1 receiv ion of i rial lotter to tho Khedive, T had 
‘obtained some knowle contents, and I took an: immediate opportunity of warniy 
rai tater for Forvign Adhire that the Porte sppeured 10 be fllovieg o oncee 
SngBE render them reaponsible for the whole of ther ducs charged. in earoex ch ae Toga 
amount upon British vowels. 

Ane” ksttng the copy of the letter I went to call upon his Excellency; but finding 
ie ound to his bod by inlisposition, 1 proceeded to the Grand Vise cen’ hind tho 
Ksod fortune {0 weet the able Mustechar, the Under-Secretary of the Forcign Department, 
bo it, perhaps, better acquainted with the whole beariayy of the question than any other 
Pio att taked hit to have: the goodaoes to act as interpret Inthe eomgacn 
Which 1 was about to havo with His Highness 

Ha a ee Grund Vizier, who ts only generally juformed upon the cas, that 1 must 
Tnoti fei me in sketch that I proposed to give off fromthe baginging aid hat 
J mould beg the Mustechar Bifeodi to correct me i be considera! that Toe single fact 
in which Twas not fully borne out. 

Aaja tai that shortly after the establishiment of the now system of dus, a year ngo, 
Hef alestys Government had called upon. the Parte to say what they baa lanoeae 
thelr Firman of Concession ; that six or soven mooths had teen slionat 4c elapse with 
sy hater Oelng rettrved fo the inguiry of Her Majesty's Government, and wltheey on 

fep Whatever being taken in the matter 

At Jeagth the Porte invited the Powers to agree to an Intemational Commission to 
Should be cueanie44 Pe" ypon which al tonnage docs, inluing those of the Canal, 
should be calculated; but on being asked by me whether the: question of the ana 
wa pear its levied by the Canal Company were to be submitted to this Commmielon 
being Reed; and oficially, told by the Imperial Miaister far Foreigs Affe te vig 
ith the Settee ich depended vpon the terms of an lmperial Firman, ite aclution Lop 
th the Sultan's Government, and that {¢ could not be deferred to others’ . 

I¢'the Porte Ind thea proposed to leave the deciaion to an lutornaticnat Commiuion, 
heres Ho reason to doubt that Hor Majesty's Government would have esse to that 
oubeiog mites Porte expecially claimed the right and assured tho responsi of pr 
only to chet Hts own authority with regard to the legality of the preset apstont: Ya 
only to the International Commission the consideration of the Principle which ought to 
be universally adopted hereafter, 
he reine. Saitree of the Porte was readered easier, and all protest fr hesitation wowed to 
heir decision,” “eelaration on the part of M de Lesseps that the Was ready tence 
their decision. = : ae 

4A Commission of distinguished and competent persons was then formed to 
fucstion, ainl to caable the Imperial Government to pronounce ; and, af 
ve oer] Nuit letter was at length addrosed to the Khai 
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the opinion of the Porte, the Company was not authorized to impose the mew does, aud 
javiting bis Highness to take the steps which this decision might render necessary. 

‘A second and explanatory letter had, however, since been written to his Highness, 
whieh is calculated to convey the impression that M. de Lesseps is not to be called opon 
{0 pay any more attention to the decision of the Porte than i it had been expressed by 
‘naathorized individuals instead of by the Ministers of the Sultan. 

“The firt letter, though not couched in such distinct language as was desirable, was 
sufficient to authorize the Khiedive, who is allowed perfect independence in his jaternal 
Tdministration, to take such measures ashe might think ft to give effect to the Imperial 
deduinn. "the second letter, on the contrary, instead of repeating these instructions, 
desires that in. the event of opposition from the Canal Company, the case should be 
reported to the Porto, by which it will be submitted to the Commis 

Ttold his Highness that he must not expect Her Majesty's Government to allow 
British interests to be tried with in this way, or to be seniiced because the Porte 

tu w duty which it had itself claimed, nnd refused to doprte to others. 
red, therefore, that the Sultan's Goverment would make the Khedive under- 
stand that It will be his duty to, protect the passage through the Canal of ships which 
onder the legal toll, and to gee that they are not detained by an attempt of the Canal 
authorities to extort more, 

“The Grand Vizier said that he could not answer me offhand, but be believed that I 
had in some degree misapprehended the meaning of the second letter, He would, 
however, confer with the Khedive upon the subject, and ioform me of the result. 

‘On retarning home, U thought 1 expedient to address the Minster for Forvign Afairs 
in writing in reference (o the Carn the question is taking, and 1 drew up the note of which 
‘copy is herewith inclosed. 

L hare, Se. 


(Signed) HENRY ELLIO! 
—— 
Inclosure in No. 


‘Sir H, Bitiot to Rosehid Poxha. 


Terapia, July 24, 1873. 
‘THE translation of a Viairial letter to His Highness the Khedive, professing to be 
explanatory of the Teltor officially commavicated to Hee Majesty's Embawy a xe 
eelleney upon the Sue Canal die, hax been putnto my ands, and us it seems materially 
eae the apparent meaning of your Excellency’s communication to the detriment of 
the British interests involved, it ie my daty to call immedinte atLention to it. 
In the letter incloned tn your Excelleney's note of the 16th instant, I find these words 
«La Sublime Porte eat davis quion devrait s’en tenir au net tonnage fixé d'apris co 
Mime" (Le. Mooriom).  Toutefois dans le ons oft Jes Puissances ox M. de Lesseps ne 
Gesceraiont pax continver & mainteni oo systéme, il norsit névewaire de réunir une 
Commission {nternationale & effet de détermince In enpacité utilisable.” 
whe Khedive was then invited to take the measure which this decision might render 


Bir, 


1 plainly intimated that until another system was adopted after 
the queation nd been studied by a Commission, the calculation of the dues apon the net 
tonnage, or the Moorsorn principle, waa to be maintained ; and Her Majesty's Governmen 
is entitled to insist upon the fullliment of this enagement. 

Your Excollenoy will, therefore, understand the regret wit [ 
caplanatory letter to the Kheilive, language which is susceptible of a, wery difennt con: 
cretion, and which seems calculated to net ax an encouragement to M. de Lesseps, first, 
te direanrd the desision ofthe Porte, and next to protmuct to the wimost the period: at 
‘which any definitive result oan be arrived at by mane of the Commission 

Nutdic second letter it is stated that the Porte "‘ayant pris en main les intéréts de le 
Compagnie,” consider that if the latter persist in acting contrary to their opinion, the eee 
ae eencfeercd to m Commission } and unlike the Bret letter which directed, the Khedive 
to take the necessary stepa for giving effect to the decision of the Imperial Government, it 
Concludes by saying that any objections of the Company to comply with that decision 
senst be cotemanicated 0 the Porte, in order that they may be laid before the Commission. 

“The natural deduction from these expressions, aid the one whieh ( have ascertained 
to be drawn from thei by His Highness the Klidive, is, that is not the intention of the 


ith which I have found in the 
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Porte that the Com shot ‘ith it 
Porte that the Company should be interred ith in cont 
A notification to M, de Less in it it 
=x i > M. seps in conformity with what the Khedive under 
pi the meaning ofthe Sublime Port, as, undrtand, ben peepee 
‘ifhnese, and i as Tcan badly dul, be bas been led ito eror by swe anibieat 7 
ite nnser of th aster ctl hat it shoal af once coed toe 


‘inuing to raise illegal dues, 


_._ Lavail, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


Sir E. Harris to Bart Grancille—(Received August 3.) 
Commercial.) 
coatalag wehts Bares Aa : ‘The Hague, August 1, 1873. 

document SUA tke ies ioricke on the subject of the Suce Catal dues, and on th 
eoument addresed to the Kbedive emborlying the decision of the Porte respecting th ts 
i Senin Ser md tat ois Government wax strongh foteaated In the 
See h Her Majesty's Government towards & favourable soluting 

I should feel greatly obliged if Lo 
xpech oat fo creaaly obliged pour rrdahip would give instructions fo 
ee luplicate copies of 17 and 18 Vict. cap. 104, Sections 20, 

1 have not the Act ii vg 

Act in my possession, and there is much mi 
coun ay 20k the much minnderstanding in this 
country eapecting Moorion’s mode uf mesrurembent and distinguishing, prom Row att 
T have, &. 
ned) "EL A, J, HARRIS, 


si 
es ee ee 


Mr. Farrer to Mr. Hammond.—(Received August 8.) 


= Board of Troe, Whitehall Gerdins, 
ae. . Aupust 2, 187: 7 
ep aX{TH mferwoce tthe recent comespondeseeconuing the Sart Coad 
SP agAAY wth eseenco a you eter ofthe 2th July asking the opinion a te Than 
sin dnc ye : ue é volota eal s a International Com> 
he terms ofthe letter from the Porte to the Khedivo are al 
ste @ the Khedive are at once acted upo 
mate See - ze Majety's Gavernsient should take stoy ite Senne 
Maine Sh tae tr H be reduced to their Original wincam aadT Tt 
moet the ther hand, the Khedive will not move i 
ai wl be fo Her A fevty's Government to conser what course shoul! be taken, 
ana ts 8 thing todo, therfre, ces to be to scrain whether the Kha 
a be pies the clearly-expreased oploioa of the Porte. ree 
ele Biappa oars the Board of Trade are still of opinion that 
iene ime nations of the world cannot properly: be settled 
the other hand, th 
Caen l, there are reasons for settling the amount of 
be oe han, here reasons nt of the Canal dues at 
fst setting what isthe ton on which bey Same ae rp Sora wicout 
ve lite tna quations ar tate Kept apart —if tbe busines of the Comm t 
oat te question, hat is an absolute ton ?”°—and if they A 
ing to do with determing the dus, the Hoard of eee 
tao tat the, Commision ought not meet at Canwantinple I this aia 
adopted by Hee Majetys Government some delay tny be cased But itis of eee 
atiage question should be properly setled. And ns aeecele ane 
8 regards the 


immediate reduction of the di l 
cr, it seems i 
toretise to nc on the dened serie seuelt psnble for the Reyption Government 


a tho matter until the Commission 
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1, on tho other hand, the question of the amount of dues is to form part of the 
business of the Commission, there is more to be said in favour of their meeting at 
Constantinople. 

Vat even in that case, the first step taken by them must be to consider the question 
of the ton; and although this question moay be considered by them with special reference 
to the Suez Canal dues, their conclusions on the point must and ought to have a direet 
‘and important bearing on the general settlement of international tonnage. 

In any ease, if the Commission meets at Constantinople it must be olearly understood 
that their decisions on this part of the question are entirely subject to the approval of the 


several Governments. 
Such » reservation may podsibly delay the sottloment of the question of dues, but this 


seems unavoidable. 

‘To meet this dificulty, in part at any rate, the following suggestions are offer 

It is goncrally aduitted that the English or Moorsom system of measuring the 
fnternal eapaeity of the ship is the best, and the questions now remaining open ore 
whether there shall be any, and what. deduotions from that system -— 

1. In respect of enzine room and coals. 

2. Tn respect of crew apa 

8, Tn respect of spaces on deck, more oF less covered in. 

a of the Cominisaion on these points should be found to differ, it may be 

possible that the question of the amount of dues may be settled in the alternative, «9. that 
Fro deduction is allowed, the toaximam charge per ton shall be a given amount, ad i 


deductions be allowed, that it shall be so much more, 

Some diicultes may also'be avoided by maklng it the univer prctce to state on 
the ship's papers what is her gioss tonnage without deductions, and what is her net tonnage 
with deductions, #0 that it shill be possible by the help of those papers to determine in all 


cawes what is the amount to. be charged, whether the charge is made on the gros or the 


niet tonnage. 

But supposing these expedients to be adopted, it will not relieve the Commission 
from the necessity of determining, with care and accuracy, what the deductions should bes 
fand this is a point which must be reserved for the Home Government and for the 


Logialatore. 
Thave, ke. 
(Signed) ‘T. H. FARRER. 


Mr, Vivian to Har! Granville —(Received August 3.) 


(No. 16. Commercial.) 
Aleaundria, Jal 


My Lord, 
T HAVE have the honour to inclore, for your Lordship’s information, m précis that I 


have made of a Report communicated to me by the Norwoginn Conyul-General upon. the 


sudjoct of the Suex Canal. 
T have, &e 
(Bigned) C. VIVIAN. 


Inclosure in No. 326. 
Precis af a Report on the Suez Canal, made by the Norwegian Consul-General 
at Alerundria 
Alezandria, July V6, 
THE Suez Canal is handily opened to the commerce of the world, an 
difticulties overcome, before new and more serious ones arise. 
‘The real question in dispute now is, whether the Canal actually yields the great 
services to commorce and navigation that could fairly be expected from 0 great a work. 
Th 1856 M. de Lemepss obtained from the Egyptian Government a concession to form 
Company to construct the Canal, the cost being calculated at 200,000,000 fr. 
vyptina Government subscribed $5,000,000 fr, the remaining 112,000,000 fr. 
wore subscribed by capitalists and 104,000,000 ff. of this sum by Frenchinen. 
The estimate wns quite insndiciont, nearly three times its amount having bee spent. 
‘The works were constantly stopped far want of money, and the capital embarked in the 
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Scheme would hav cat 
pecenary bas eave bee entirely Iont had not Heypt come forwnid with tho fond 
fer the Cana ntinuing them. In ation to the 88,000,000 f. oraiolly sche 
contered ar ori Mkt 150.0000 fr of wich the greater ars nA 
Af about 110,000,000 fy andthe resporchase af sera ore ea led a payeent 
Bite, Sot Eaypt more than $0,000,000 fr.) es Sed gratuitously to 
ither © great increas of the tralhe om che c 
noag DR et nee je trafic or the Te-purchase of the Canal tolls ean alone 
85,000,000 7, 2P2 % the Local Government of getting any retina oe the presen 
‘The Canal having cost so r 
condone taints Mh, might at let be expected to Fl the pre 
the Concemion nor those necessary for its enormous trie, nemnONs stipulated for by 
she ae ae tht he Ca sa tnve the dinnsions Sxl by the Report o 
Se tert Sn om, which prescribes a depth of & mtten, m breath o 
Biter Laken Li Suetce, and of 44 metres below throught the Coost eset 
alo conempated a gnendons shouldbe 100 motes and 4 iets Tie nates 
byte Biter ake” Tomy sel lias nation thn ord tara 
58 t0 63 mcs oreo he Canal isi many paces only 22 metros below and fron 
Sores + the difereace between its stipulated and netual dimenetcen 
san, Nam, competent engincers declare th 
Cana OT competent eng re that it Is of the greatest importance to. cata 
profit by rhesntromess cates tho frequent stranding of ships, ani thoneh she wares 
Pate of fener tc abe 958 se eeplayed to fo ofthe inl sie ne eee 
Incest with the tat, wile the Ration bene) Hoesen” al il 
‘Tusttalia and Indi, is Kable to be interrupted at any moment, UP® 884 Ateron, 
Cant t day of the Company, before thinking of taising the dues 
Sranal carrespond to the dimensions presribed stn ladisprasoic cea ke, the 
xine fa he Ree ts dates and. thioklng only ofthe eee et 
eee rae has resorted to every expedient to make as mech oat ot 
pretension to charge 10 fe 
contd eeeson to charge 10.» tn on the ross tonnage of ship is quite untenabl, 
Goal ay on, for int & certalo sum in gold, be compelled to pay 
ally, Wo the eat alloys but fin, an each gold cola taal Sonia epee 
Meamery which noone had hitherto thought of atage” MY tH itinpwasble ally of 
Moreover, the Company itself over deat af 
uot He oat compaay sel wove Uren of nach an interpretation of ls Conceson 
conte by alts frevous ata an by tee eens Rect od ti 
coed yal and by the request it addroysed to. the Peer fe 
thority to mv the dues rovionall, to 11 ee 
of berying doen cr ni emailed wih tbe rght to whic the Company now profes 
af ee % they would certainly not have boen satisted wi 
wilt slg pert, ge I inns the ds by ot BO pr 
It was evidently an after thougl 
combi y am afterthought which thelr embarrassinenia wogested to. the 
These fhcts abundantly : 
fama of hers tbandealy prove that the Canal Company has hitherto been absot 
itean, cg igtitwations that it can interpret tts Rules wad Tacit ne it christ Otaee 
ca gal ac lees, measure ships beat wuts Is Own Interntay ad that fee eae ttt 
Gana yee, 12 8 sovereign wil, under penalty of Being reised adeek ee 
Ferrata 20 sppeal from its decision, unless indeed, euch cave eee, the 
Tae ie tie 4 Comino at Costantino posit 
the Compice! authority, which might intervene in these disputes betveen commerco 
at once, Paty. turns aside with complete indifference, and the Comiges: eaemete® and 
Pepa terested party snd judge in is on su aa 
ict asthe pas ahs One the Cal thon of simple les the Conny 
dines bave benef Pitate property to use or abuse as thoy choose nnd Jot eat 
Mould be the 8 Ships specially for the Canal traffic, on the’ presumes ne been 
Company thay aixisums limit of tol, co the continued financial embarreyiat 20 fe 
La adic to icra the lag anchorage a tote 
7 F manoer, ‘The interests of ommerce aiid havigaton ee ees 
20 
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satisfied with this uncertainty, and it is absolutely necessary that the Canal Company 
should abide strietly by the terms of its Concession. To secure this— 

‘The Company should begin by loyally executing its engagements with regard to the 
dimensions of the Canal, whi wv do not literally fulfil the terms of the Concession, 
should, at all events, be sufficient for all the requirements of navigation. 

It should only levy transit dues on the ton of capacity, aad refund the excessive 

has ilegally pocketed. 

‘A vigilant and competent authority should be established and recognized, to decide 
all disputes between the Company and commerce. 

“No. modification of the tax in favour of the Company should be permitted, 
without such « revision of the Concession s+ would prevent any subsequent misunder- 
But in insisting on these conditions, we at once raise the original difficulty of the 
Company being actually unable to fulfil a contract whieh is beyond the powers of private 
conterprize ; get It does not follow that commerce and navigation should sulfer disastrous! 
for that a great work, created for the development of the commerce of the world, 
thould become anerons to it because « private Company cannot keep its engagements. 

What, then, is the proper course in the interests of commerce nnd navigation ? 

Clearly to purchase th redomption of the tol of the Caos! as the Powers bought up 
the Sound and Soheldt Dues, and thas to reduce tho tolls on shipping to rate commen- 
surate with the cost of maintaining the Casal, 

Far from being promature, the solution should be adopted at once, otherwise the 
increase of the duce will augment the diticulties, while the continuance of the present 
existing stato of aflaire must eause great injury to the commerce of the world. 

"This proporal need not eutail any vast expense. ‘The last aceounts of the Company 
show tht the cont of the Canal did not exceed from 12,000,000 to 18,000,000. string. 
From 4,000,000. to 5,000,000, of this sum are held by private shareholders. ‘The 
remaining 8,000,000. oF 9,000,000, represent the value of the shares belonging to the 
Egyptian Government and ‘the different loans for which the Canol and itx revenues are 
mortgaged, 

‘The purchase of the toll might thus he offected for from 4,000,000. to 5,000,0001. 
sterling, payable to the private sharoholders ; and by levying a constantly diminishing toll, 
hy which the tealfic of the Canal would be greatly increased, it would eventually sudice to 

y the interest and sinking fund of the loans for which the Canal is mortgaged as well as 
6f tho aharos belonging to the Bgypdian Government. 

‘The aystem adopted by the International Commission of the Danube would be 
contirely inapplicable to the Suez Canal, The object of that system was to render the lower 
partion of the Danube navigable, whereas the Suez Canal ie open to vavigation throughout, 


ti while ts enlargement wil rise no poitialdicultice and is aly « question of tones, 
itis 


the Danube, which washes several countries, affects different political interests and various 
territorial rights, 

‘Tho redemption of the Suez Canal toll affects extonsively the interests of Europe 
‘and America; it wold be most unjust to contest tho right of Egypt to the soverciguty 
vor the Cantl after the great acrifices she has made to support a work which thas in 00 
way promoted het own material interests, and the only way of avoiding rivalty or pre 
ponderating influence between other Powers would be to recognize the Canal as rightfully 
3nd absolutely an Egyptian Canal, opea to the commerce of the world. 

The Canal bus no political character; itis entirely commercial like any other water 
highway, and it would only injure ite object to allow political considerations to hinder its 
complete developement. 

‘Good security should be exacted from the Ezyptian Government for the proper 
maintenance of tho Canal. Sufficient guaranters for its free and neutral navigation by 
trading vessola either in time of peace or war are already provided. by the Ith Article of 
the Concession, and the only remaining question, that of the passage of ships of wor, might 
be regulated in time of war by the laws that now apply to the other ports, seas, and straits 


of Egypt. 
yp (Signe) ——_C. VIVIAN. 
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No. 827. 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Eliot 
100. Commercial.) 


Yee amien ok Foreign Office, August 4, 1873, 
Grand Vie oe rporselse reste language eld by your Excellency to the 


aswell a tat addressed to Rana nea etpatch No. 144, Commercial ofthe 25h ultimo, 


despatch, on the subject ofthe Suer Canal duck “Nh copy i incon in thet 


Tam, &e. 
GRANVILLE, 


——————————— ee eS a 
No, 328, 


Karl Graneille o Sir H. Bui 
Xo. 101. Commercial.) aa 
Sir, 


ae i Foreign Office, August 
Majesty's Government approve the language hold 'b ree melee the 


Porte in the not in 
se een pata ‘copy is inclosed in your despatch No, 138, Commercial, of th 
Becaretine, in which you acknowledge the revit ofthe oflal communiention tor gare 
*y of the letter to the Khedive on the question of tho Suen Canal due ee 
he Suez Canal des, 
y Jam, ho, 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


eee SSS Se, 


No. 329, 


eae Lard Tenterden to Cotonel Stanton, 


Dear Colonel Stanton, 
SUPPOSING, when the et eet ater 
to pay the inereney eile the Suce Canal dace wore ruse, an Hugh weesel hea aceed 


ae ise and insinted on going on what physical difficulties would have 
Are the dues paid at both ends or on only at Port Said 
Yours sincerely, 
igoed) TENTERDEN, 
No. 330. 
Colonel Stanton to Lord Tenterden—(Receleed August 7.) 


Dear Lont Tenterden, York, 
‘ork, August 6, 1873, 


1 Oran question as to what physica dificuties could have intononed ‘bad an English 
Simca tpay the ines coal docs te not easly atwwere, and ie Soy 
Sees mar sie He Cana Lempany could have taken to prevent such a vessel 
ree nal. It roay be presuined they would have refused. to ylve 
oe reel tempting to pans through without permiedon would ge ty a 
conte atthe several sidings when Youcls have to stop to allow otheen coming Wan 
si nn ti he tech 
Shealias npt to pass n siding without orders, sho would run the rich of quien 
snathe sip ina para te Canal not wie enough to allow of hed pessng eco oe 
. I do not suppose any force woul in 
iC Cay pose aay force would be atempted to detain 
responsible for all ‘coe ing ane ee oo Pasian trate 
aa "All damages resulting from her breach of the regulations, which int 
imate Spc hock in the Canal, of a serious collision, would be a foruidae 
we Reyptian Government is su i 
sty wl an cg a ee ee a we th 


vessel 
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‘The Canal dues are paid at both ends and before vessels are allowed to enter the 


ep Believe me, te. 


(Signed) EDWARD STANTON. 


2 SS eee 


No. 331 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville —(Received August &:) 


(No, 147. Commercial.) Reha eine 


My Cera aystom of mens jopted on the Suez Canal for ships on which the gross 


Hye mand the basis of the dues, as it is for British ships, appears stil to be 


1 Ur ea light may be thrown. wpon it by the gues whic 1am able to 


i “Alexandr. 

« artutl treasurement made in the case of a Russian vessol named the “Al 7 

roe, principle profnaed to be followed by U «Canal Company i that 0 of taxing the 

ulilisable space; but, if these figures are as correct as they are repr ne, it would 
aaa eee space used in various other ways besides the conveyance of cargo is 


Viable to the dues. 
Measurement of Russian steam-ship ‘* Alexandea :"— 


Holl 
Geak-bowse 
Wheel hoa 
Water-eloeets 


sf capecy, tna z 


T have, &e. : 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT 


— 
No, 832. 


Sir H, Elliot to Earl Granville. (Receiced August 8.) 


(No, 148. Commercial.) Merapie; Seip 9, 1208 


My Torts ULED on Saturday on the Khedive to ascertain from His Highness the result 


0 have with the Grand Vizier 
of the convertion which I had been Informed that be was t the Grand Vise 
oon the Sues, Canal ues, mT perceive hat no pags a teen made toad 

Fug the question 1spon a footing likely to lead to  prnctioal sol es 
Placing the aoe the fame dternalion os hofore not to take a step which bad nok heen 
diainety nthorined by the Porte although be pmsl ome wenaion nh Lette 

nt, as soon aa the Sultan's Government had declared the x  ataced to the 
Fans of Concession, it lay with Tis Highness to give effect to that decison a it f 
the entiro administrative independence of aetion that had been — Bi a 
T could not adimit tbat we could regard him ax being at one tine free te ee 
his administrative independence, (f i raited him to do #0, and at another to eay tat & 
Could do nothing without the orders of the Porte; nnd the frst lettor having, giren Hh 
All the authority he could require, he had, in my opinion, unnecessarily 
road hm ghee wea Py i el ht 
for. Majesty's Government would not, 1 believe, sal oe told that Brita 
esol shosld ootinue Wo pay dues which ihe Porte Bad dated 9 be eu, daring 
the unlimited period which might clapse before the av Y 
scott High jot intended to make the admission 
is Highness. then said. that, although he bad n 7 
to naan oer dinotly itformed that, nevertheless, such was the desire of the 
“a jstaken what was 
ing that 1 felt convinced that he had mi 
1 tool the ery by the Grand Viet, but that it was not too late to have the 
inca OG cion cared yas He uppeared that wo notieation had yet been made to 


M. de Lesseps, 
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His Highness having said, that if the Porte would express itself more distinctly 
he would feel himself free to act, I asked if he would be satisfied with a declaration from 
the Porte to the following effect : “Que Ie net tonnage sclon le systéme Moorsom est le 
seul qui peut actuellement étre Kégnlement appliqué au Canal de Suez, et auguel M. de 
Lessops doit ve conformer jusqu ce que un tutte surat éié déterainé par lentromise 
@'une Commission.” 

‘Theso words having been written down in His Highness’s presence and read over to 
him, he promised that if I could get them adopted by the Porte, they would su 
justify him in taking the further measures which were required. 

Tconsequently went, the followings morning, to Raschid Pasha and placed the matter 
again before him, saying that the time bad como when we had a right to require that 
the Porte should’ express itself in language which cantot be misunderstoo. Hitherto, 
the object scemed to have been to use expressions which were understood by the 
Governments in one sense, and by the Company in another, und I pressed upon his 
adoption the sentence which the Viceroy had said would be sufliclent for him; but 
L begged that this might be done without the addition of other words, which should make 
the sense uncertai 

‘The Council of Ministers was about to mect, and his Excellency promised that my 
demand should be laid before them and receive every consideration. 

‘The Representatives of all the important matititne Governments, with tho exception of 
the French and Russian, have written to call for an explanation of the views which the 
Porte professed to have conveyed in the letter to the Khedive, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


No, 323, 
Bir H, Biliot to Bart Granville, (Received August 8.) 


(No, 149. Commercial) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, August ), 1873. 

THE representations which Jind been made to the Porte upon the aubjoct of the 
second letter to the Khedive on the Suex Canal dues have lod to its withdrawal and to 
the substitution of another conceived in far iaore satisthctory tertus. 

Tam enabled to send your Lordship the inclosed translation, which, however, is not 
official, and hns nit been communicated to me officially. 

When Raschid Pasha rend it to me yesterday, T aaked if he would tell me exnctiv 
what was intended by the concluding seitence, which said that the Company would be 
responsible forthe consequences which might follow from a refusal to abide thedeesionof 

1 Porte. 

T wished to know to whom it was to be held responsible, and how that responsibility 
was to be enforced 

‘Tho Minister replied tut this was a question which we anight very well address to 
hhim ax soon as the letter was communicated to ns, but that, for the momont, he preferred 
confining himself to the expression contained in it 

Tam not much disposed to question the propriety of passing thit point overin the letter; 
for M. de Leasops having declared that he would bow to the decision of the Sultan's 
Government, it is right to assume that he will do. so voluntarily, when. that decision is 
conveyed to him in clear terma:: but if the cowmunieation was nceotpanied by an intitna 
tion that the Porte would take measures for enforcing its decision, it would give him the 
“pyertunity for saying that he yielded to fore and ubrew wpon the Porte the responsibilty 
af the effets upot the receipts of the Canal, resulting fromm return to the proper rate of 
es, 

‘Ihave this morning discussed the letter with Nubar P: 

Lordship that there is no proxpect of the Eayptinn Government: proceedi remity 
of enforcing upon the Company the resuinption of the original dues, by administrative 
action taken upon its own authority. 

As far as 1 can at present per 
arriving at that result in the event of the resistance of the Company. 

‘The first would be through a direct order from the Porte to the Khedive to see that 
ships tendering the dues which it had declared logal were not impeded in their passage, 

‘The second would be for the owner of some ship to proceed to sue the Company for 
shoameunt the extra dacs which it had paid wader profes; and Nobar Pubahads ead 

22 3P 
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we he is right) that, after the present letter to the Khedive, conveying the 

's decision in the matter, there could not bea doubt of the verdict which must be 

any Egyptian Tribunal. 

Nubar Pusha said that, if'a favourable decision were given in the case of one ship, the 
question of principle would be considered to be set at rest; and, armed with ity the 
Egyptiun Goverament would then see that all other vessels reaped the benefit of 

Upon this pomnt bis nssurances were as distinct as it was possible to make them. 

he objection to this course is that it must provoke the question of jurisdiction, which 
it is s0 desirable to avoid raising. 

Neither the Porte nor any other European Government, excepting that of France, 
could consent to the ease being tried in the French Consular Court. -M. de Lesseps might 
refuse to plend before the Tidjaret of Alexandria, and jodgment would then go by defuult, 
to be followed by an execution, against which the Fretch Government might perhaps 
protest, 

Pe“ TE'n truo that the Porte would be able to count upon the almost unanimous support 
‘of Europe, but the discussion is one which it will certainly be desirable not to provoke if 
any other solution can be found. 

"Tho inconvenience of proceeding by the first mode which T suggested appears so much 
the least of the two, that in the event ofa refusal by the Company it an mequiescence with 
the present decision of the Porte, it will, T think, be advisable for the maritime Govern. 
ments unmimouly to urge its adoption. Strengthened by such a represcntation, the 
Sultan's Government may perhaps find the courage which it would otherwise lack, und, 
failing which, it might be to seek for shelter by inviting those who were discon- 
tented to appeal to the Tribunal 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Tnclosure in No, 33. 
Vinieial Letter addrened to Hix Highness the Khedive. 


(Truduetion.) Le 30 Jillet, 1873. 

J'AT eu Phonneur de recevoir la lettre que votre Altowe a bien voulu. miadresser, 
con date du 22 Djomaai-ul-Ewel, pour demacder des éclaircissemonta relativement 4 la 

ion de ta Sublime Porte, wientlonnée dons ma lettre du 17 du méxne mois, sur le 

ame du tonnage devant aervir de base & la perception de la taxe sur Tox navires 
travorant le Canal de Suez, Ainsi que votro Altesse le salt, la Compagnie s'ea était 
riférde & Tavis, et A ls décision, da Gouvernement Impérial, en vue de la solution de cette 
affairs. [avis et a décision exports dans ma susdite lettre Gant conformes & V'équitd ot 
{vIn justice, nous avons lieu despérer que la Compagnie réglema sn conduite Nodewsus Je 
prie Votre Altesse de youloir bien notifier le contenu de cette mimo lettre A la Compagn 
dv Canal Maritime, en la prévenaat, en méme temps, qu’elle axsumerait la responsabilité 
des conséquonces qui résulteraiont de 6a conduite, si elle était opposée a Tavis de la dvision 
juste ot légale do Ia Sublime Porte. 


No, 334, 


Lorik Tenteriden to Mr. Farrer. 
Si, Foreign Ofice, August 9, 1873, 

1 AM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd 
instant, respecting the question of the Suez Canal duce acd the proposed International 
Commission on ‘Tonnage; and I au directed by his Lardship to transmit to yoo the draft 
‘of on instruction which he proposes, with the concurrence of the Lords of Trade, to 
address on this subject to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. 

lose copies of the despatches. from Sit H. Elliot, referred to in the latter 

draft ;* and I am to request that, in laying these papers before the Board of 
‘rade, you will move their Lordships to favour Lord Granville, at their eartiest convenicace, 
with theie opinion thereupon. 


* Nov, 390, 321, 393, and 335, 
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No. 335, 
Earl Granville to Sir H, Elliot. 


(No. 102. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 9, 1873. 

1 SAW Musurus Pasha on the 6th instant, who asked me whether I was satisfied with 
the decision of the Porto in the matter of the Suex Canal dues, and the letter transmitting 
it to the Khedive. I said certainly not, but that I had since heard of a change in the 
communication ; but not having seen the now document, I could give no opinion o 

T repeated to Musurus Pasha that it had been the claim of the Porte to decide this 
matter, that M. de Lesseps azroed that it was for them to do so, aad that the Government 
‘of Her Majesty had adhered thereto, 

‘The least we could expect, in justice to ourselves and as regarded the dignity of the 
Porte, was that it should not confine itself to uttcrances like the aucient oracles, but 
should decide the matter in a practical and definitive manner. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


Se 
No, 336. 


Mr. Farrer to Lord Tenterden.—(Received August 11,) 


Sir, = Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, August 11, 1873. 
1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
Sth instant, on the Suex Canal Question, inclosing a proposed letter to Sir HL. Eliot, aud | 
am to state that tho Board of Trnde entirely concurs. 
1 have, &e, 


(Signed) ‘T. H. FARRER, 
-}] 


No. 337, 
Draft Circular addressed to Her Majesty's Representatives abroad. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 1, 1873. 
1 HAVE received from Her Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh, a memorandum 
on the Suez Canal duos drawn up by the Russian Government and which his no doubt 
also been communicated to the Government to which you are accredited, and I now 
tranmit to you for communication to the Government » Memorandum con 
‘menting upon some of the statements contained in that paper. 
A copy of the Russian Memorandum is also inoloved, 
Lam, &e. 
(Por Barl Granvil) 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 


No. 338. 


Earl Grawville to Sir H. Lltiot, 


Foreign Office, Auguat 11, 1873, 

HER Majesty's Government have had under their consideration your Excellency's 
despatch, Commercial, No, 134 of the 16th ultimo, recommending rhat the Porte should 
be urged fo summon, at once, the International Commission on tonnage, in order to 
facilitate the earlier sottlement of the Suez Canal dues; and I now inclose, for your 
information, a of @ letter from the Board of Trade, expressing the opinion of that 
Department on the subject.* 

T have, however, to add that in view of the present state of the ease, as reported in 
your Excelleney’s last despatches Nos. 138, 139, 142, and 144, Commercial, of the 22nd, 


* No, 305, 
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24th, and 25th ultimo, it does not appear to Her Majesty’s Government that they can, as 
matters now stand, press for the summoning of the Commission. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No, 339, 
Sir H, Elliot to Berl Graneitle-—(Received August 15.) 


No, 157, Commercial) 
ty Lord, Therapia, August 7, 1873. 

T RECEIVED lust night the inclosed note from Raschid Pasha respecting ‘the Suez 
Canal dues, und I called upon his Bxeelleney this morning to ask whether I was to look 
upon it as an answer to the communications which I had addressed to him on the 19th 
‘and 24th of July. 

L was induced, I said, to. make inquiry, partly because the note was marked Circular, 
and partly beenuse it contained no distinct answer to my own note, 

‘Raschid Pasha replied that most of my colleagues having addressed communications 
to the Porto in reference to the Grand Vizior’s letter to the Khedive, it had been thought 
Dest to send a collective answer. 

T remarked that 1 could not_tell whether his note gave any answer to my colleague's 
communications oF not, but that it certainly gave none to the very situple question asked 
by mo on the 19th of Jaly. 

‘That question war, whether the letter to the Khedive was to be taken as a distinat 
intimation thet, til another basis was fixed, the dues could only legally be taken upon the 
net tonnage of tho ships. 

Raschid Pasha tld that this was so plaoly afirmed in the two letters to the Khedive 
that there could be no eecasion for repeating it, and in reply to my inquiry whether he 
suthorited me to conrey the deearton to Her Majesty's Government, he anawered thet 
he did. 

1 said thot this was satisfactory as for as it went; but as régurds the impossibility of 
uisunderstanding the meaning of the letters, K might mention that the French Ambassador, 
in discussing thom two days ago, told me that he regarded them as giving M. do 
Losseps fall right to continue fovying his prosent doos if he could show that his system 
represented more fairly than the net tonnage on the Moorsom principle, the utilisable 
capacity of the ships, 

T {nclose a copy of the note by which I acknowledged his Excellency’s communication, 
and put upon record the verbal assurance given by bim this morning, 

Thave, Se. 
Gigned) ” HENRY ELLIOT, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 39, 
Raschid Pasha to Sir H. Buliot 


M.1'Ambassadeur, Sublime Porte, le 6 Aodt, 1873, 

PAR sn note Circulaire en date du 16 Jaillet, le Ministére Impérial des Affaires 

rangives a communiqué A VAmbassade de Sa Majesté Britannique ta lettre vizitielle 
dreanée d Son Altesse to Khedive relativement aux droits da Canal We Saez. 

i l'on veut bien lo roporter aux termes do In susdite lettre, on eonviendra sane peine 
que le sone den clauses de l’Acte de Concession, ainsi que la maniéee doot. elles pourraient 
recovoir leur application dans la pratique, par ‘adoption du tonnage net Waprés fe syetéme 
Moorvom, y sont indiquéa aus clairement que le permettent P'état de la question. 

Liinterprétation demandée au Gouvernement, auteur de la Concession, devait sroir 
pour but de faire cosser fea incertitudes auxquelles le texto de YArticle 17 avait doané 
loa, Ce but est aujourd'hui atteint. La lettre vizirelle supplécra désormais a Tobscurité 
ou au silence du texte primitif de la Concession, et il demeure évident que Ia partie qui ne 
#'y conformerait pas, assumerait en entier la responsabilité de ses actes Visi-vis des tiers. 

Tl eat juste Wajouter que la Sublime Porte ignore pour le moment la marche que la 
Coipagnie adoptera, et jurqu’a preave da contraire on doit supposer quelle ne voudra pas 
wécartct de In Kegalité. “Rien n’uutorise, par conséquent, deatreprendre la discussion des 
onaéqucnces possibles Chypothtses, qui ne se présentent guére avec le caractére d'un 


341 


intértt né et actucl, Diailleurs, il est établi_ que Ia solution détinitive de Ia question 
controversée se trouve subondonné aux décisions de la Commission Internationale, qui 
devra tre convoquée & bref délai. Aussi dans ces eirconstanees In Sublime Porte a pensé 
qu’atin a'éeiter tout malentenda il suffssit d'adresser & Son Altesse le Khédive une 
nouvelle lettre dans le sens des considérations ci-dessus, et le Ministére Impérial s'empresse 
de faire savoir & l'Ambossade de Sa Majesté Britannique que cette lettre se trouve dja 
ans les mains de Son Aitesse, 
Veuillez, &c, 
(Signé) RASCHID, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 339. 
Sir H. Elliot to Raschid Pasha, 


Sir, ‘Therapia, August 7, 1873. 

T HAVE had the honour to recive your Excelleneys note of yesterday's date in reply, 
as I was given to understand, to the communications which 1 bad addressed to the 
Sublime Porte in reference to tho letters to His Highness upon the Suez Canal dues, By 
my note of the 19th of July 1 requested to be authorised to inform Her Majesty's 
Government that * the true meaning of the Porte is, that the only baxis wpon which the 
Company will be legally entitled to collect the ducs ix that of the net tonnage of the 
‘ships measured cn the Moorsom system, until some other aystem ix decided upon through 
an International Commission, 

Your Excellenoy’s note contained no answer to this question, but, in forwarding it to 
Hor Majesty's Government, [ shall not fail to state that I was this morning authorized by 
your Excellency to convey the auaurance that, in my above-mentioned note, {lind corectly 
conveyed the meaning of the Sublime Porte. 


1 avail, 8c. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


No, 340, 
Sir Il, Elliot to Bert Granvitle —(Received August 13.) 


(Telegraphic) Theropia, August 14, 1873. 
‘THE Porte has sent a Circular note to its Representatives, stating that its decision 
‘upon tho Suct Canal dues, ax commonicated on the 19th of Joly, futimates that, if an 
ng on the application of the principles laid down by the Imperial Government 
was not arrived at, it would be necessary to have recourse to the International Commission. 
‘This quostion Is thus naturally ndded to the functions ascribed to the Commission by the 
letter of invitation of the Ist of January, and it ia decided to convoke it for the 18th of 
Septomber. It is further stated that each Power may be represented by one or two 
Delegatey, as it may think Git. 


No, 41. 
Lorit Lyons to Earl Grancille-—(Reeeived August 15.) 


GR, 389. Commercial.) 
ty Lord, Paris, August 4, 1873. 
THAD this afternoon the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch of the 
Vth instant, marked Circular, and, in obedience to the instruction contained in it, I put 
into the Duc de Broglic's hands this afternoon a copy of the memorandum commenting 
‘upon sowe statements in the paper commenting upon some statements in the paper 
furnished by the Russian Government on the Suez Canal dues, 
Thave, &e, 
Signed) LYONS, 
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No. 342, 
M. Dutreil to Barl Granville.—(Reeeived August 16.) 


M. le Comte, Londres, le 15 Aolt, 1873. 

LE Gouvernement Ottoman x fait connattre par tne lettre vizirielle adresse au 
Khédive sa décision definitive sur les questions relatives au péage de I'Isthme de Sucz. 
Le wéaultat naquel eette décision  donné lien de la part de M. le Ministre des Affaires 
Etrangéres a été consigné dans une note dont les principales conclusions peuvent etre 
résumnées ainsi qu'il su 

* Le principede Ia eapncité utilisable Gant déormais reconna, il y a lieu de réunir uve 
Commission Internationale pour en régler Yapplication an péage diy Canal d 

“Le mandat de cette Commission devra dtre strictement limité a la détermination du 
rapport moyen sistant entre la capacité totale des navires obtenuo par le 
cet four capacité utilsable, 

‘Pendant Jes travaux de cette Commission, Ia Compagnic de Suee continuerait 
provisoirement A appliquer le mode actuel de perception, qa, dapris sea dvaluations, permet 
diaticindre tout le tonnage net uti 

Conforaiément aux instructions de M. le Duc de Broglie jul Phonneur de transmettre 
cijoint a votre Excellence une copie de eette note. Je suis chargé en méme temps de 
fire remarquor i votre Excellence que, dans la penseé du Gouvernement Francals, les 
écisions de fa Commission ne devront étre mises exécution qu’aprés avoir rega Tadbésion 
des Puissances roprésontios dans son sein. 

Je scrui obligé A votre Excellence de vouloir bien soumettre & V'examen du Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majesté Britansique Ia communication que je viens d'avoie Phonneur de vous 
tronemetire, et fattacherais du prix b pouvoir informer’ plus t0t pouible le Gouverne- 
ment Francais de la suite qui sera donnée aux propositions qui Xy trouvent formalees, 

fuilles, Kc. 
(Signd) #. DUTREIL, 


Inclosure in No. 342, 
Memorandum, 


PAR une lettre que le Grand Vizir a écrite au Khédive et dont ta traduction a été 

ielloment communiquée aux Puissances maritimes, le Gouvernement Ottoman a fait 
connaltre na décision sur les questions relatives au péage de I'Isthme de Suez 

La Ieee visi, par Tinterprtation quelle doune des mots * tonneat de capaci 
reconnait formeliement A la Compagnie le droit de baser ses perceptions sur la Capacité 
utillable: e'estei-dire, de percevoir Ia taxe do 10 fe, otablie par FActe de. Concession 
autant do fois que le navire en tronsit peut porter de tateaux de niarchatdiss sans vener 
d'dtre dans do borines conditions do navignbilité, Que le nombre de ces tonneau sol 
supérieur ou inférieur d celui qu'indiquent les papiors de bord, la Compognie wa pas haven 
préeceuper: elle ne sauralt re tonue diadmettre comme exnete In méthode guivaut lnjuelle 
lo bitiment a été jaugé dans son pays d'origine, puisque, d'aprés la Uéclaration expresse da 
Gouvernement Ottoman, lex mots tonneau de eapacité "ne désignent nulletent Ie tonnage 

sur les papiers de bord de telle ou Celle Puixsance. ~~ 

Ce principo est trop mtionnel pour navoir pas obtenu d'ayance V'adhésion des Puissances 

wécs. Toute méthode de jaugrage n'a-t-elle pas pour but, en affet, de determiner le 
nombre de tonneaux qu'un naviro peut prendre A (rt, et, si la mdthode appliqués donne 
uo chife iuoxact, nest pak juste, et dins certains ens nécessalre, de ectiler ce taultat 
La question so réduit done & savoir si Non arrive A un résultat vrai par Vemploi du mode de 
mesurnge unité chex les principales nations maritimes. Avant de passer A loxamen des 
‘autres pointe traitée dans la lettre vizirielle, on oroik devoir entrer, & cet éard, dane 
avelquesexplieaions 

I eat étubli, en France, qu'une quantité da marchandises du poids de 1,000 kilog. 
ccupe, en moyenne, un espace de 1yAfy mitre cube, et Méquivalence entre ce poids et ee 
Volume est généraloment admise par les autres nations maritimes. La eapacite utilinable 
‘Van ‘navire se compose douo Fuutant, de fois Tyity métre cube quill peut porter de 
tnlliers de Kilog. en marchandives:; en d'autres termes, ct pour employer un exemple base 
sue des ebiffcer, ai le charge normale d'an bitiment, le’ poids maxima des marchandiecs 
4u'il poot prendee A free en restant navigable, st de 100,000 kilog., son tonnage utile, eae 
‘ire Ja portion de ron wolume total qui serait oceupée par une: canison peasnt 100,000 
kilog, doit tre de 144 metres cubes. Mais. par quel moyen détermine-teon le tonn 
utile? Est-ce par la constatation matérielle du nombre de kilog. que peut porter le navire ? 
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Non, c'est par une simple opération de cubage. On ealcule, d'abord, lo volume total 
du bitiment ; puis, on fait subir ce volume une réduction correspondante A lécart moyen 
gue I'on a reconou exister entre la expacité totale et la capacité utilisable. Il semble, des 
lors, que la détermination de la capacité utilisable no saurait recontrer aucune diffculté, et 
cependant Veractitade des résultats ainsi obtenus est, dans la pratique, séricusement 
contestée; c'est de lt qu'est née In question du péage de MIsthmo de Sues. 

En quoi le mode nctuel de jaugeage pout-il Otre défectueux ? Serait-ce quo ls méthode 
cemployée pour le cubage des navires donnerait des chiffres erronés? Tox au contraire uvéré 
que le systéme Moorsom fournit le moyea d'évaluer aussi approximativement que possible 
la contenance totale d'un batiment, et que son adoption, qui se glndralise chaque jour 
davantage, a réalisé, sous ce rapport, un progrés notable dane les métlodes do juugeage en 
vigueur chez les nations maritimes.” Sernit-ce platdt que I'éenrt moyen entre la capacité 
totale et la capacité utilisable aurnit été mal culculé? li réaidc, en effet, Ia cause de 
Verreur. 

Linexactitude du tonnage officiel date, on Franee, de l'année 1837, époque & partir de 
Unquelle la copacité utilisable, qui avait été jusqu'alors évaluéc, daprin des calculs d'une 
Justesse reconnue, 4.60 pour cent de la capacité totale, we fut plus consée reprsenter que 
5 pour eent de ectte capacité. Administration Feangaise ne se dissiasulait pas, dailleurs, 
quien réduisant aiosi d'un sixiéme environ lo tounage officiel elle séloignait de Ia vérité 
mis ello voulait, avant tout, rapprocher le systime Frangals ds systdmnes en vigueur ches 
Jes autres nations, quelque défectueux quils fusent, pour ne pax laiwar Ja marine nationale 
souffrir plus longtemps, en matidre de taxes de navigation, des inégalités de traitement qui 
étaient 1a conriquence forode de la diflérence dex tonnages officiels. On ajoutern que, par 
‘Suite, notamment, dee progrés réalisés dans les construction snavates, Ia capacité ulilisable 
eprésente aujourd'hui, en moyenne, au deli de 60 pour cent de Ia capieité totale des 
navires. 

Aucune Puisance no saurnit, du reste, xo refuser & reconnaitre que Ie tonnage 
insorit sur tex papiers de botd eat én général inféricur & In réalité,et que In capacité utile 
sable d'un batiment déposse SI pour cent de son volume. Le Gouvernement Anglais, en 
particulier, west implicitoment pronones dans ce sea; Lord Me, en effet, tout 
4 soulenant dana la Jettre quill a deriteA Sir H. Elliot, le 31 Anbt, 1872, at dont pluslours 
Puisdatices ont regu communication, que li Compagnie de Suez devait continuer h porcevoir 
ses taxes diapris le tonnage inserit sur les pupiors de bord, ne ea montralt pis molne 
disposé a admettre, en principe, que, pour les ravires A vapeur, Ie meilleure base de 
perception serait lo tonnage officiel, sine déduction do Veapace ocoupd par In machine 
t les youtes & cbarbon; dod fl résultait que, dans son opinion, ot saul quelques résorves 
concernant les Kitimente nffectés au transport de troupes ou do passagers, cet espace 
Pouvait étre regardé comme Véquivaleot de In difference existant entre le tounge 
Féellement utile et Je nombre de tonnieaux obtenu par application de la méthode Anglaise 
de jaugeage, 

dépendamment de ta cause derreur qui eéside da i ns 
relatives 4 la capacité utilisable, en est une do i do tenir compte, quoi- 
itl wot mins ave et quill se rapport unig ts A vapeur ; eat 
Vexagération des ddductions quon falt subir au tonnage officil de ces bitiments dans le but 
exonérer Yemplacement ocoupé par Ia machine et le charbon de Tapplication des taxes 
maritisnes. Comme Ia plopart dex navires qui traversent IIsthie sont snus par Ia vapeur, 
es deux cansea no trourent presque toujours wunies. Or, Ia Compagnie estine que, pour 
utraliser Veffet, il ext niéceamuire, en porcevant lon taxes do transit, davigmenter do 
Dpés 50 pour cent le tonnage net inacrit sur les papiers de bord, ou, ce qui revient au mnie, 
de prendre pour base de perception le “ grom tonnage,” e'eatelatire, le tonnage officiol 
avant les déduetions 

Aprés avoir expressément recoanu te pinkie de to capaci utile, te Gouver 
ment Ottoman évite dans la lettre visivielle de prendre une décivion nur cox questions 
application. 11 se borne & constater qu'il ne x'ext provonod sur Ja légalité wi de Fane ni 
de Vinutre des deux bases de perception que la Compagnie a tour i tote ndoptécs 
Premier lew, lorsqu'au début de son exploitation, désirant encourager le commerce maritime 
A dolaisser Jes anciennes voies, elle a perga les taxes sur le tonnage uct afficiel ; en second 
Aiea, lorsque aprés trois années de sacrifices financiers elle s’ont dévidée i atteindre la limito 
extrime de son taef et a eflectuer ces perceptions d'aprds le “grose tonnage” qui luia para 
reprisenter approximativement le tonnage utile des bitiments i vapeur. La Compaguie a- 
t-elle, en prenant cette demigre decision, outrepassé son droit? Oui, sans doute, ai est vrai 
que le tonnage officiel différe & psine di tonnage utile; non, si Je tonnage utile est notable- 
ment supérieur au tonnage officiel. Or, sur co point la Porte navant pas d'opinion arrétée 
préfere Sabenir, Elle incline, il est vrai, 4 penser que le tonnage officiel obtenu par In 
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téthode Anglaise se rapprocherait assez de Ja capacité utilisable pour devoir étre adopté 
comme base de perception; mais elle se hite d'ajouter que si cette manitre de voir what 
ps partagée soit par les Puissances, soit par M. de Lesseps, la question devra ttre déféeée 
4 une Commission Internationale qui sera ehargée de déterminer fa eapacité utilisable, 

Ce dernier made de solution parsit au Gouvernement Frangais aussi équitable que 
pratique. Il existe, en effet, entre le tonnage officiel des batiments et Jeur tonnage utile 
lin éeast trop considérable pour que le premier tonnage puisse servir, meme provisoite- 
ment, de base aux perceptions actuelles de la Compagnie. On ignore si, comme la Porte 
Parait le crore; Je résnltat obtenu par la méthode Anglaise est avjourd-bui celui qui ve 
Fapproche le plus, ou, pour mieux dire, qui s'doigne le moins, de ta eapacité atieble 
tis It eat certain que ta méthode Francaise, et surtout In méthode Auttichicnne, récean. 
‘ment abondonnées i euuse de la défectuosité des procédés de cobage, donnaicet, bu point 
ide vue du tonnage utile, des résultats préfrables & ceux que Yon obtient par Io systeme 
Anglais ainsi win navire qui, mesuré daprés ce xystime, jaugé 824 tonneaux, or amnit 
jaugé 1,000 d'oprés Iancienne méthode Autrichienne, On ne saurait dailleurs vattendae 
co que Ia Compagnie de Suez abandonoe volontairement un mode de perception dont Ia 
‘aye ext, aulvant elle, Jo principe de Ia eapacité vtilisable; o@ n'est pas au moment od oo 
Principe vient d'itre offitellement reconou qu'elle ya renoncer ben favoquer la bénchoe 
alors surtant que le retour 4 Vancienne taritcation urut lex cooséquences les plus déaas, 
{rounos pour sex intérdts, 

Lo mandat de. Ia Commission Internationale a laquelle ta sage prévoyance de la Porte 
Ottomane a réseryé Ia nolution de la question technique da tonnage devrait, days Popinion 
tu Gouvernement Francais, dre strictement limité it I détermoinotion de la eapacité utileable. 

Commission aarnit, avant tout, & rechercher, au moyen dos observations et des études 
comparatives quelle jugerait nécessoires, A quelle fruction de la eopacité totale correspond, 
é utilisable, Cotte vérifiation termindo, les autres points seraient 
il y aurait le méme dart entre le tonnage utile et le tonnage officiel 
uentte la fractlon qui serait dterminge par Ia Comminsion et celle de 61 pour cent qui 
sert aujourd'hal de base nux caleuls de jaugeage ; il serait dis lors facile de fixer le tant 
Pour cent dont devmit tre augmenté le nobro des tonneaux portés sur les papiery de 
bor! pout quo ls Compagnie pit percevoir la taxe sur toute Ia cupacité utiliabier Dun, 
jutte e6té, Vexamen, et au besoin la rectification, dew procédés employés pour déduire 
Vespace occupd par In machine et le chatbon ne présenteraient sans doute point de 
vérleusen difficolés, et les travaux de la Commission ne tarderaient pas & aboutr h une 
solution qui conciliernit tous les intéedte 

En circonscrivant dane ce¢ limites le mandat de la Commission on en accélérern 

coompli - Hius le travail seen simplifié, plus Mentente sera facile entre lee 
Commissnires. La grande question de l'unitication des méthodes de jangeaze ne sera 
pas révolve encore; mais elle aura thit un pas décisif, le jour oh war un point aueet 
{rvquenté que Fest le Canal de Suez par tes marioes de toutes es nations le principe de 
|i capacité utiliable recevra une application incewsante. Quant au choix du lice de 
réunion, le Gouvernement  Frang pas de préfétence 4 exprimer; il lui paralt 
seulement nécosaire que la Commission trouro dans la ville of elle. sera conroqute 

faciltds désirables pour elfeotuer rupidement ses investigations, 
11 est dautant plus i soubaiter que Ia Commission Taternationale proposée par 
cttre visiialle soit protmptement convoquée, que l'on congoltdilficlement quel sr, 
ta réanion, et pendant ves travaux, le régime qul pourra, sans soulever de réelamations, 
pliqod aux navires dans le Canal deSuvz. Des démarches ont été eécemment faites 
aupris de In Porte Ottamane & effet d'abtenir que la Compagnie regoive Vordre de roveni 
és 9 présent 4 Vancienne tarifcation, — Maix lest peu probable et que cet ordre soit donnd 
st que, #il venalt A Fétre, la Compagnie pit étre contrainte de «'y conformer, Comment 
exiger delle quay motveat méme of on lui. reconnait en principe le droit de taxer toute le 
capacité utilisable, elle adopte ua mode de perception qui Watteint qu'une partic de 
cette cupacitét Et que de complications pourraient sensuivre, si, comme il est probable, 
{x Commission conclut 4 éhivation da nombre des tonneaux inserts sur les popiers de 
bord | Dans ce eas, la Compagnie ne serat-elle pas en droit de réclamer un délommage: 
tent du deficit occasionné dass sex recettes? Elle pourri, il est vrai, tere ee 
Petre: ‘A ’6poque oi la Commission we séparerut, une taxe supplémentaire éeablie 
ur 1a jaugo ollicelle ; mais pour que cette mesure ne soulerit aucune réclamation de sa 
party Tl fasdrait qua le tafe ft caleulée de manigre A représenter Ia diff 
‘om aus que les navites auraient h payer xls Gtaient juugés d'apris leur capacité utilisable 
1 les léments do ce ealoul manquent encore, eest In Commission qui ext appelée & ke 
fournir. On Je voit dono: tant que Ik question platde que résolue par la lettre 
Viairelle n'est pas tranchée, on ne peut sattendre & ce que fn Compagnie adopte Ta base de 
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fon qui lui est Ja plus défavorable; elle mainticndra probablement le tarif actucl, et 
Tou reste sioa en préscnon dca diiealtés dont ‘on voulait sortir. < ce 

Au lea de wamter a cea questions secondaire, lx Puteanocs maritimes envinngern 
certainement Aun pont de yue plas élevé ls devoirs deprotection qu'eles oat 3 remplir 
Végard du commerce matitime. Elles comprendront que ses inténéts et ceux de la Com- 

ge de Suer sont alidaires et ules sauyegardent cus come les sures asurant 

A cite scité les moyens d'expoiter dans dex conditions susammentrémondratrice la 
Yeie nouvelle dont elle a doté le monde. “Quant a Gouvernement, Frangais, quelque 
tollctade que ti inpire une entreprie que a France a puissamment aide de tes capitan 
ea mime temps que de ses sympathies, soe dir quilt a soustara & des 
cembarras floanciers qui sont, en parte, la conndquence des erabarrox qu’ renvontrés, 2 
ao Epoque, is coungeurs Tnitative. de son promoteur, cst surtgat dana Vntért da 
onmercemaritne qu'il appele de ses van une entente générale, Ci net elle qh 
Ia taveur de cette enteote que les Passances Esropécnnes pooeont fire inode danse 
tarif de la Compaznic lex améliorations quil comporte, notamment au point de vue d 
Vallgerent dex charges aférentes aux navres ant lest, wox transports do guere ct nut 

uebots-poste; conserver le maximum de 10 ffanes par tonneau comme limite infranehis- 
fable; obteote Tabaiscenent do cette taxa loraque la wtustion’ de Toatropribe sera deverioe 
prospere ; faire établir, enfin, qu’en raison da carnctére exsenticllement international da 
Canal de Sucz, les conditions da. transit ne p tre nggravdes sans un accord 
préalable entes la Porte Ottoman et les principaux Gouvernements intéressés, 

Versailles, le 7 Avdt, 1873. 


No, 343, 
Memorandum by the Lord Chancellor, 


WHAT Lord Granville purposes to ray In reply to the French note of 15th August 
nay porhin well, for the moment, as anything else, 
my Brat Tie piie to me that ether the Porte nr the Khtive has decided, nor cnn be 

ted to decide, by what practical rulo the dues ae to be levied, till the paint notte 
i the proposed Hozastiocl Commision Sie port of what Raschid Pasha 
fadiitted to him in convenation can hardly go for such agaitat the letters of the ‘Swrkish 
Government to the foreign Powers, which are, to suy the best, studiously concive ond, if 
I were compelled to find out thelr meaning, I should say are more consistent with the 
French interpretation, as to what is to be done ad interim, than with our own. 

It in all very well to may that the Porte ought to enforce ite awn decision, 1 do not 
see how that could be done without interfering with the privileges of the Khedive ; nor is 
it quite cary to justify, in what is, after all, a question of the loyal rights of w comp: 
adventurers fo buy more or less money from private and public vessels using their canal, 
the demand for a solution by force instead of law. Thix the Khedive evidently understood ; 
td clearly cans to ave the contending Powers to nd out, if they ean, bow, and by 
‘what forum, the legal question can be settl ee 


80, Portland Place, August 20, 1873. 


No. 344. 
Earl Granville to M. Dutreil. 


“hared aA fal Roreign Offlec, August 20, 1873, 
HAVE: the hose to achoowleiga Uae rept o your cee OC te Bk east 
inclosing a copy of a memorandum by the Duc de Broglie on the Vizirial letter addressed 


he Rhedive on the 12th ultimo, respecting the question of the Suez Canal doves; nnd, 
The Sear souate As that tie matter ix Teeiving tho atieutea consider ot 
Her Majesty's Government. ae 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE, 


EE 


aR 





No. $45. 


Sir H, Bliot to Earl Grancille—(Received August 22.) 
(No. 160. 
My Lord, Therapie, August 14, 1873. 

THAVE the honour to inclose the copy of an instruction to the Ottoman Represea- 
tatives abrond, directing them to inform the Government to which they are accredited that 
the meeting of the Tonnage Commission is fixed for the 15th of September. 

It is furthor intimated that the question of the Suez Canal dues isto be submitted to the 
Commission ifthe teeent decision of the Porte should be found to have failed in leading to 

setanding in respect to them. { have been unable to extract any intelligible 

1 of the exact nature of the question to be laid before the Commission ; for while 

there is a reluctance to confess that the Porte proposes to submit its own recent decision 

to the revision of the Commission, the possibilities of sheltering itself bebind that body, ns 
suggested from Vienna, has a great attraction for the Sultan's Ministers, 

When I said to Raschid Pasha that the invitation to the Comminsion should be confined 
to dosiring it to ascertain whether the Canal Company were now levying their dues 
according to the terms of the Firman aa interpreted by the Porte, which would take 
‘measures to enforce a return to the legal system If the Commission pronounced against the 
‘Company, he expressed» personal opinion in favour of that view. 

He has, however, since informed me that, as he is not wt present in a position to give 
‘mo an official assurance on the subject, 1 had better address the question to writing, 
which I accordingly propose to do, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Inclosure in No, 34 
Cireutar Despatch addressed to Turkish Representatives abroad, 


LA décision du Gouvernoment Impérial relative aux droits du Canal de Suez que je 
Yous ai communiquée par ma dépécho on date da 19 Juillet, privoit le cxs ob par sulte 
d'un déjnut dentente quant & application des principes poss par la Porto, il y aarait lieu 
avoir recours pour la solution défnitive aux lumidres de la Commiaion’ Internationale, 
A ce point de vue cette question vient dévormais s'ajouter tout naturellement aux attribu- 
tions de la Commission dont le Gouvernement finpérial preaait initiative de proposer Ia 
convoostion par si cirevlaire en date du 1" Janvier, 1873. Cette derniére proposition 
ayant été acoueillic partout avec empressement depis longtemps, et Constantionple ayant 
id presque ananimement choisi couime le Hew de 4a réunion, i'm étd décidé quielie sera 
convoguée le 15 Septembre prochain, afin de ne pas retarder plus longtemps des travaax 
doot Mutlité se thit sentir d'une maniéee si impériewse. Ea outre il a été convonu que lea 
Puiasnances participantes aurnient In faeulté de s'y faire représcater a leur convenanee, soit 
par un soit par deux déégués, Yeuiller, en notifiant fa date de cette réunion & M, te 
Ministre des Affaires Etrangives, le priee de désiguer les personnes qui suront mission 
aly repeésenter Angleterre, 

Veuillez, &e, 
ign)” RASCHID, 


No. 346. 
Mururue Pasha (0 Earl Granville.—(Receited August 25.) 


My Lord, Ambassaile Impiriale Ottomane, le 23 Aodt, 1873, 
EN ‘mo riférant & ma lettre particulidre du 14 de ce mois, je miempresse de 
tranamettro cijoint 4 votre Excellence Ja tmduction de ln seconde lettre Vizirielle 
idresde it Son Altorse Jo Khedive an sujet du pésge da Cunal de Suez, ainsi qu'une 
copie de In déptehe que je viens de reeevoir de son Excellence Rachid Pacha, et qui 
ccompagne la traduction de ta lettre Viziielle précitée. 
Veuillez, &e. 
(Signe) MUSURUS. 


47 
Tnclosure 1 in No. 346, 
Viirial Letter addressed to His Highness the Khedive, 


(Traduction.) 6 Djémasioul-Abhir, 1290, 

J'AL eu Thonneur de recevoir Ia lettre que votre Altesse a bien voulu m’adresser en 
date du 22 Djémazi-ul-Evvel, pour demandor des éclaincissements relativement al a décision 
de la Sublime Porte, mentionnée duns ma lettre du 17 du méme mois, sur le systéme de 
tonnage devant servir de base a la perception de Ia taxo sur les navires traversant le Canal 
de Suez. 

Ainsi que votre Altesse le suit, Ia Compagnie s'en était référde A l'avie ot A la décision 
du Gouvernement Ttopérial en vue de In solution de cette affaire. avis ct In décision 
exposé dans ma susdite lettre étant conformes & U'équité et Ia justice, nous avons liew 
espérer que Ix Compagnie réglera sa conduite W-dessus. Je prie votre Altesse de 
vouloir bien notifier Ie cuntenu de cette méme lettre A la Cotmpagnic du Canal Maritime, 
tout en Ia prévenant en méme temps quielle assumerait la responsabilité dex conséquoncen 
qui résulteraient de sa conduite si ello était opposce A Tavis et a la décision justes et 
gales de la Sublime Porte. 


Jnclosure 2 in No. 346, 
Raschid Pasha to Musurus Pasha. 


M.1'Ambassadeur, Constantinople, le 13 Aad, 1873. 

PAR toa dépiche Circulaire ca date du 19 Juillet j'xt communiqué A votre 
Excelence la lettre Vizirille udressie A son Altesse do Khedive, relativement aux divite 
du Canal de Suez, 

Los obsorvations présentder subséquemment par certaines Missions & Constantinople 
me mettont dank l'obligation de revenir sur cette question, 

‘on Youlait bien se reporter aux termes de la Jettre, on reconn 
peine que Ie sens des clauses do I'Acto de Conce i que la maniére dont elle 
murralent recevoir leur application dans tn pratique par Vadoption du tonnage net dapres 
aystime Moorvon, y sont indiqués avssi clairement que le permettait Vétat dota 
question, 

Linterprétation demandée ax Gouvernement, auteur de Ja Concession, devalt avoir 

yur but de faire cessor loa incertitudes auxquelles te texte de Article 17’ avait donné 
lieu. Co but est aujourd’bui atteint, La lettre Viairielle suppléern désormais t Vobsourité 
‘ou au silence da texte primitif de Ia Concussion ; et il demeuro évident que Ia partio qui ne 
#y conformertit pas assumerait en entier 1a responsabilité Jo nes nctes vie-h-vin dew tiers, 

MW convient dajouter que In Sublime Port ignore pour le moment In marche que la 
Compagnie ndoptern mais, jusqu’d preuve du coutraire, on doit supposer qu’elle ne youdrn 
us s'dcarter de la Kégalité, "Rien n'autorise, par comsdéquent, a entreprendre In discussion 
‘des consdquences posses qhypothises qui ne ve présentent gubre aveo Je enractive dun 
intérit né ot actuel. Dyailleurs. il est établi que Ia solution définitive de In question 
controversée 86 trouve subordonnée aux décisions de la Commision Internationale qui 
dovra dtre convoquée & bref délai, 

‘Aussi, dans ces circonstances, la Sublime Porte a pensé qu'atin d’éviter tout malentendy, 
il suffsait dadresser & son Altosso Te Khedive une nouvelle lettre dans Te sens des cone 
‘siderations ci-deseus, lettre qui se trouve déjh entre ses mains, et dont Je vous transmets 
i-prds la traduction. 

Veuillez, ko, 
(Signé) RASCHID, 


ee eee 
No. 347. 


Muswrus Pasha to Earl Grancille—(Received August 25.) 


My Lord, Ammbuseade Impériale Ottomane, Londres, te 23 Ant, 1873. 
FAI Vbonneur de transmettre ci-joint 4 votre Excelleace copie d'une dépéche que je 
Yiens de recevoirde son Excellence Raschid Pacha, ct pat laquelle jo suis invité A notifier A 
votre Excellence que Ia Commnission, dont le Gouvernement Impérial a pris Pini 
Proposer ls convocation par la Circulaire du Ministre Impérial des Affaires Btrangires, en 





date du 1 Janyier, 1873, se réunira & Constantinople le 15 Septembre prochain, et & 
prier votre Excellence de désigner les personnes qui auront mission dy représenter Ia 
Grande Bretagne, 
En m'acquittant par la présente communication des instructions contenues dans la 
Agpéche précitée de son Excellence Raschid Pacha, je saisis, Sc. 
(Sizné) —- MUSURUS. 


Inclosure in No. 347. 
Rowhid Pasha to Musurus Pasha. 


M. Ambassadeur, Constantinople, le 13 Aotit, 1873. 
Aécision du Gouvernement Impérial relative aux droits du Cunal de Suez, que je 
minuniquée par ma dépécho en dato da 19 Juillet, prévoit le cas ot, par suite 
d'un défaut d'entente quant i Vapplication dos principes posés par la Sublime Porte, il y 
aurait liew d'avoir recours, pour Er sctotien dattitirn a2 lamitees dain Corwntision Tatar: 
nationale. Aco point de vue, cette question vient désormais s'ajouter tout naturellement 
‘aux attributions de la Commission, dont le Gouvernement Impérial prenait Vnitiative de 
proposer In convocation par x Circulairo en date du IY Janvier, 1873. Cotto dernidre 
proposition ayant été acoucillic partout avec emprestcinent depuis longtemps, et Constan- 
tioople ayant été preaqu'unanimement désignée comme le lieu de sa rGanion, il a éeé 
decidé qu'elle sera convoqude le 15 Septombre prochain, afin de ne pas retanter plas long- 
temps des travaux dont Tutilité se fait sentir d'une manitre si impérieuse. En outee, il a 
été convents que les Pulssances participantes aurnicnt la faculté de s'y faire représenter, & 
Teor convenanee, soit par un soit par deux Délégués. 

Veuillez, on notitiant In date de cette réunion au Principal Seerétaire d’Etat pour les 
Affaires Ktrangéres, le prict de désigner les personnes qui auront mission dy représenter 
VAngloterre, 

Veuillex, ko, 
rd) RASCHID, 


No. 348. 


Colonel Btoker to Lord Tenterden—(Received August 28.) 
(Private) 
My dear Lord Tenterden, Poyston, Haverfordwest, August 22, 1873, 

T HOPE, you will not think me very troublesome, but the telogram which ‘appeared 
in Inst Friday's “‘Timos” (15th) naturally made mo alive to the pomility of my soon 
getting orders for the East. Though 1 do not suppose that the date of 15th September 
fixed by the telegram for the assembly of the Coasmissiouers at Constantinople t« likely to 
be true : it probably points to an early agreement on the subject among tho Powers; and 
‘as T have many fatuily routers to attend to, ax well as public duticx to wind up before 

Hope Ut I shall recive all the notice possible of the asenbly of the 
ioniers. 

Personally, 1 shail be very glad not to leave England for anothor two montha at Teast, 
but of course, having undertaken to go, E must go when Lam ealled upon to do #0, 

You will, (trust, understand and excuse my anxiety not to be taken dnawares, and 
wil find time to give me warning. 


Believe me, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES, 
0, 949. 


Mr, Hammonil to Colonet Stoke 


(Telogenphi Foreign Office, August 29, 1873, 

"BHE Conference on the Suex Canal dues will meet at Constantinopie on the Sth of 
next month. You should make arrangements to be there by that date. A letter 
respecting your appointment will be addressed to you as soon as possible. 
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No. 850 
1 Granville to Musurux Posha. 


M. Ambassadeur, Foreign Office, August 29, 1873. 

THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Pecienys wise tis 
23nd instant, inclosing a copy of a despatch from Rosch Pasha, in which the 15th of next 
month is fixed as the date for the Internatioual Cominission on the questions connected 
With the Svez Canal dues to meet at Constantinople, 

In reply, 1 have to request that you will ioform the Porte that Her Majesty's 
Government aro willing to take part in this International Commission, and that Colonel 

okes, R.E., C.B formerly the British Member of the European Commission for the 
Itnprovernent of the Navigation of the Lawer Danube, aud Sir Philip is Her Majesty's 
Jusige and Consal-General at Constantinople, will be appointed to represent Her Majesty's 
Fovernment, 
Com, Se 
(Sigoed) RANVILL 


——————————— 


No. 351, 
Mr. Hammond to Mr. Poreer: 


Sin, Foreign Office, August 

WITH eefrwsce to your, te of gba faesak ox the upc Tue 
dues, I nit 10 you, for the information of the Board 

r he margin,* from Her Majosty’s Atbassador 

9, note frown the French Changs d’Afaires at this Court, a Minuto by the 

Lord Chancellor, and the draft of the reply which Lord Granville proposes to return. to 

French note. 

you will be 40 good ox to Tay these. papers ax early nx porsible 

before the Loris of ‘Tr d that you will sate to their Lordohips thet the Lord 

Chancellor covcurs in the Terms of the: proposed answer to Ms Doteil, and that you will 
inquire whether thin note also meets with thelr concurrenon, 

Tam to add that the Porte bus fixed the 15th of next month as the dato for the 
meeting of the International Commission at Constantinople, and that Colonel Stokes, R 
and Sir P. Francia, will be appointed to be the Deloguten on the part of Her Majo 
Governinent. 

On account of the shortness of time befere tie meeting of the Commission, Lord 
Granville would be glad to receive the reply of the Hoar of ‘Trade at, your catliet 
convenience; atid it ix requested that the inclovutes in thi letter, which are. sent 
original, may be returned af the saine tia 

A copy of the priated corres o will shortly be sent to the Board of ‘Trade. 

Tam, de 
(Signed) E, HAMMOND. 


a 
No. 352, 
Earl Granville to M, Dutveile 


M- le Chargé a*Afires, Forriyn Office, Aupuat 0, 1879, 

TTA gots dated the 1éth of this month, relative to the Seoe Catal dhoet anew 
have had the honour to receive from you, has received the ful attention of Her 
Majesty's ernment 

The interpretation which his Excelleucy the Duc de Broglie appears to give to the 
beat letter to the Khedive of the 12th of July a does not, however, see to be in 
exact conformity with the interpretation of thet dooument given by the Porte to ice 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, ‘The Turkish Government hold thet ‘te 
Vizitial Fetter in queeton laye down that tie Canal Cormpayy will ouly be logallp entiden 
to collect the ducs on the basis of the net tonnage of the ships, iaeasured on the Moonen 
system, until some other system is decided upon through an International Commission. 


* Nox. 329, 240, 299, 948, 945, and 





The Turkish Government also states it unwillingness to anticipate the contingency of the 
Canal Company disregarding the decision of the Porte, cae ae 

Under these circumstances, and independent of the injustice, as Her Majesty's 
Government old, apart from the point of legality, of the proceedings of the Canal 
Company, Her Majesty's Goverainent cannot in any way sanction the levying of the 
Cao dos ctverwinecianion Tot Iai wet toning sows sect, 

‘The Porte has proposed that the International Commission shall assemble at 
Constantinople on the L5th of next month. A proper manner of considering any repre- 
sentations which the Suez Canal Company may wish to make will thus be speedily 
provided; and Her Majesty's Government will be ready to consider fully and equitably 
Any representations which may be made on behalf of the Company. But it is obvious 
that it is the duty of the Company to place themselves forthwith in m position of undoubted 
legality. In the event of any difficulty beiog experienced in the matter, Hor Majesty's 
Gove nent are of opinion that possible misunderstanding would be obviated, and the 
solution of a question of some ombarrusmont would be much facilitated, if the French 
Government were to advise the Company to conform its action at once to 
tho Government. Her Majesty's Government would be realy to 
Degas at tbe atorstinal Cacslasa 16 lsaas und oper Savas ater penile ey 
representations which may be urged on behalf of the Canal Company with reference to 
the question of the dues. re 


(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


No. 353. 
Colonet Stokes to Mr. Hammond.—(Reeeived August 30, 2°47 ym.) 


(Telogenphio.) Poyston, Haverfordwest, August 30, 1870, 12°80 4.0. 
TELEGRAM received; notice very short. Have many public duties and. private 

affairs to arrange before I can possibly start, Cannot 

postponod a fortnight? Guarantee prevents Danube route being taken 

by Mediterranean. 


No. 354. 
Mr. Malcolm to Mr, Hammond.—(Receieed Aujuat 30.) 


Hoard of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, August 30, 1873. 
Board of Trade to ackowledge the receipt of your lettor of 
. on the subject of the Suez Canal dus, inclosing w proposed letter to the 
rrench Chargé d'Afaires; and Tam to state that the Board of Trade concur in the terms 
of that letter, 
Thave, &e. 
Gigned)” W. R. MALCOLM, 


No. 355. 


Mr, Vitian to Barl Granville —(Received August 30, 1873.) 


(Confidential ) 
(Telegenphie.) Gairo, August 30, 1873. 

LESSEPS’ anawer to the Vieoroy’s letter, just ececived, states that the acknowledg- 
ment of the Porte of tho Company’ right to charge on the real capacity of ships of 
different antions, without reference to the papers, is quite satisfactory, 

Ifthe Powers ase not satisfied the Company, without recognizing their right of judging 
‘ contract boyond their cognizance, quite adiits that, as a measure of general and scien 
tifio utility, they should ielentoar ie ‘agree upon a real and equitable systematic measure- 
mont forall nations, whieh the Company hat already done for ite by its decision of 

arch 1872. 


Upon the Report of an impartial Commission of high French officials the Company 


251 


had adopted the Moorsom system to ascertain the real capacity of ships; but that even 
this measurement does not really represent their cargo capacity. 

Answer will be referred to the Porte. 

T have telegraphed this to Constantinople. 


a 
No, 356, 


Lord Tenterden to Colonel Stokes. 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 30, 1873, 

IN reply to your telegram of to-day, 1 am directed by Facl Granville to. state that It 
‘is not advisable to postpone the meeting of the Internatinnal Comission at Constanti- 
pople. Sir J. Francis, who will be your colleague, will be attend to the preliminary 
business, and Lord Granville does not doubt that you will use your best cndeavours to 
arrive there within a week after the mecting of the Commission, if you aro unable to do 
0 by the 15th of next month, 

Your forwal letter of appointment will be sent through the War Office. 

Taw, &. 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 


Earl Gramville to Sir P. Francis. 


(No.2. Commercial) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 40, 1873. 


1 HAVE to inform you that Her Majesty's Goveruinent has’ decided to appoint 
Colonel Stokes, formerly Hritish Member of the European Commission of the Danube, and 
yourself to be the British Delegate at the International Commission, which is to mcet at 
Constantinople on the 15th of next month, to settle certain questions which have uriset 
in connection with the dues levied by the Suex Canal Company, ‘The formal instructions 
for the guidance of the British Delegates will bo sent to the eare of Her Majesty's Aubane 


You tay incur in your employment on this service will bo 
wyed_by the Chief Clerk of this Office, to' whom you will render an account on the 
lose of the Commission. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE. 


————— ee 
No. 358, 
Earl Granville 60 Colonel Stokes, 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 80, 1873. 

L HAVE to infortn you that Her Majesty's Goveramont have to appoint you 

Sir P, Francis to be the British delegates at the International Comunisxion, which i to 
‘meet at Constantinople on the 1th of next to settle certain questions which have 
arisen in connection with the dues levied by the Suox Canal Company, 

You are already soqusinted in general terme, from com:nanicdtions mado to you at 
this office, with the nature of these questions. ‘The formal instructions for the gubdatee 
of the Tiritish delegates will be sent to the care of Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople, with whom you will place yourself in communication on your arrival in 
that capital 

‘You will make the necessary arrangements for proceeding to Constantinople in tite 
for the meeting of the Commission on the 15th proximo. The expetises which you mn 
ipeur i your ployment on this service will be defrayed by the Chiet Crk of th 
Office. You will, of course, be careful to keep them within ns moderate bounds as 
Gireumstances may admit, and’ on your return to Eneland you will render an account of 
them, supported as far as possible by vouchers. ‘The Chief Clerk will from time to time 
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supply you with the flands you may require to mest your expenses, and will furnish yon 
with directions for your guidance in regard to your accounts. 
Lam &e. 
GRANVILLE. 


Earl Granville to Lord Lyons.* 
(No. 230, Commercial.) 
My Lond, Poreign Office, August 3 
* TIAVE to inform your Excelleney that 1 have received trom the Ottoman 
sador nt this Court a note, stating the 1sth of next month has been fixed as the date for 
the moeting at Constantinople of the International Commission on questions connected 
with the Suez Canal das, and that Her Majesty's Government have accepted the invitation 
to take part in thix Commission. 
Ceboeel Stokes, formerly Beianats delegate Sa. the ‘Buropeat Corsmision for. he 


Danubo, and Sir P. Francis, Her Majesty's Judge and Consul-General at Constantinople, 
will ropreeent Her Majesty's Government on this occasion, 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) GRANVILLE 


No. 360, 


Karl Gronvilte (o Sir H. Blot. 
(No. 105, Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 20, ¥ 
I TRANSMIT herewith for your Excelleney’s infortnation a copy of a note from 
Musurss Pusha, stating that the International Commission for the settlement of the 
iw dispute in eomuection with the Suce Canal dacs is to meet at Constantinople on 
of next month; together with a copy of my reply, accepting, on behalf of 
tion to take part in this Commission, and stating 
cl Stokes and Sir'P. Francis wil represent Her Majesty's Government 
1 alo inclose a copy of a despatch to Her Majesty's Representatives in. maritime 
countries, and of the letter of appsintment which I have addressed to Coloel Stokes 
The letter to Sie P, Francis sent herewith under flying seal and T have to request that 
your Excellency will forward it to hid 
1 shall very shortly address a further despateh to you on this xubject. 
Tam, te, 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE, 


EE EE 
No. 361 


Mr, Hammond co Major-General Sir B. Lugard. 


Si, Office, August 30, 1873. 
WITH reference to your lettor of the Oth of January last, I aus directed by Eart 
nville fo thinsmit fo you under ying seal, a lette Lordship has addressed 
colonel Stokes relative to hix appointwmeat as British Delegate in the International 
mmission at Constantinople on questions connected with the Suez Canal dues ; and 
{am to request that, In laytg this fetter before. Me, Sceretary Cardwell, you will move 
lim to forward it ax carly as possible to Colonel Stokes with the necessary authoriaation 
for him to. proceed on this service. 
‘You will perceive that the meeting of the Commission is fixed for the Loh of 
September. 
1 tn, &e. 
(Signed) E, HAMMON 
ese 
Similar despatshes were aided tx Sir Te Marin Mir Adam, Lard Ac afi, Me Re 
Uachanay B40 As Paget Ae Hating, Sir Ba Thornton 
Vf 7 and 


No. 362, 
Sir A. Buchanan to Earl Granville {Received September 1.) 


(No. 44. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Vienna, August 28, 1873. 

T HAVE had the honour to receive your Londship's Circular despatch of the 11th 
instant, and as Count Andrassy is residing with his family at Reichenau, I forwarded to 
his Excellency, through Baron Hofmann, of the Foreign Department, the document. which 

inclosed, containing observations on the Russian Memorandum of March last, respecting, 
the Suez Canal dues, and I have since had an opportunity of speaking to him on the 
subject. He was not, however, prepared to express an opinion upon it; but I understood 
that the Director of the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office has been instructed 
to make a Report upon jt, and that the decision which Count Andrassy may come to, with 
his advice, will be communicated ag soon as possible to Her Majesty's Government, 

{n the course of our conversation I also mentioned to his Excellency bow greatly the 
expenses of administration exceed the sums expended hy the Company for the maintenance 
of the Canal, ax reported in Sir Henry Elliot's despatch No. 131, Commercial, of the Lath 
‘of July, and he observed that the whole point of the questions in dispute probably turned 
upon the difficulty of providing for this extravagant expenditure for aduinisteative 
Purpoves 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ' ANDREW BUCHANAN, 


No, 363, 


Bir H. Elliot to Earl Grancille-—(Received September 1.) 


(No, 161, Commercial.) 
My Lord, ‘Therapin, August 21, 1873. 

‘THE Austrian Minister called on me this morning and said he was about to draw My 
instructions for the Delegates of his Goversment upon the Tonnage Commission, whie 
his Russian nnd German colleagues were also doing, ‘Phe tone of the instructions of the 
Russian Ambassador was altogether in the wcnxc of M, do Losseps, but Count Ladolf 
thought that T might combine with the German Minister aud himself i proparing those 
that were to guide tho Delegates of our Governments 

Told Count Ladolf that if Her Maj went sends out Commissioners 1 
had no doubt that they would themselves furnish them with the requisite instructions, 
but that if that duty were now to bo thrown upon te 1 must profess my inability to 
prepare instructions till I was aware of the quostions which wore to be submitted to the 
Judgment of the Commission. 

In reply to my inquiry whether he had ascertained what the Porte meant to lay 
before the Commission, Count Ladolf admitted himself ax ignorant aa T was. 

I further asked whether he had any guarantes from the Porte that the decision of 
this Commission would have more pretical eifect than the last, and, also, what would be 
line followed by the Porte if, as was pretty certain, the Commission should be divided fi 
‘pinion, but on nono of these points did he possess any information, although, as long ax 
they aro undecided I can sce no ground for confidence that the now Commission might 
not lead to new disappointment and fresh delay. 

Thave, &e- 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 





No. 364, 
Mr. Adame to Earl Granville—(Received September 1.) 


(No. 12. Commercial.) 
My Lond, Berlin, August 29, 1873. 
HERR VON PHILIPSBORN informed me to-day that the German Government 
had received an invitation from the Sublime Porte toattend the sittings of the International 
Conn ‘on tonnage, in the matter of the Suez Canal dues, to open on the 15th of 
i) aT 





September, and that it was proposed to nomi 0 
ent that it was propo minate the German Consul at Constantinople to 
is Excellency said that it might be necessary to add some o ica 
knowledge of the subject, but he hardly thought this would be — = 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) -F, O. ADAMS, 


No. 365. 
Eart Granville to Lord Lyonn.® 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Offce. September 1, 187% 
requ HAT cue docs the Government to which you fare aceredited ftcod fo take with 
“ we proposed Commission to mest at Constantinople on th instant to 

regan to the proposed Comision at Constantinople on the 15th instant ti 


No. 366. 
Karl Granville to Sir H. Elliot. 


(Tolegraphie,) Foreign Office, S 

: reign Office, September 1, 1873. 
Ti Naletys Goverment bare erect take pat Siac ehetoel Creteion 
on tho Suez Canal Does Question which iy to meet at Constantinople on the 1th of this 
month, Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francia will be tho British Delegates, 
«pile French Government have proposed that the dues should continue to be levied ax 
At prevent wail some agreement is come to. 1 have repliad, on the authority of your 
despatch No. 157, Commercial, that the French Government hax not interpreted in the 
same way ns the Pore the Vial letter tothe Khe, ad that the ft hing tobe done 
is for the Company to conform to the decision of the Porte, aud to levy the dues i 
tonnage, until some other aystom ix decided on. ink dans is Solem Sore 


No, 367. 
Karl Granwille to Musurus Pasha. 


M, 'Ambassadour, Foreign Of 
n , ‘oreign Office, September 2, 1873 
she AAETHL tere to the note which I had the honoar Mati portcciner en 
the 20th atmo expres the willingness of Hee Majesty's Government to take part ia 
International Cominission on the Suex Canal Qoestion which is to moet at Ci 
Mantinople onthe 13th ofthis month, and asceesag tov appaineat Corea Baker 
tw be oue of the British Delegates, 1 beg to state that the public duties on which that 
‘officer ix engaged in this country, the existence (it is believed) of quarantine on the 
Danube, and other matters, may possibly prevent his arrival, oo so short a notice, at 
Coustastinople before tho Lith ofthis mooth. “Her Majesty's Government do not wish t 
interpose any obstacle to the meeting of the Commission, and Sir P. Fi i 
have informed your Excellency, will be the other British del i ba roomate 
the questions before the Commissioners. Sen ees 
ve, however, to request your Excellency to be #0 good as to state to the Porte 
ms pte event of Colouel Stokes’ departure boing unavoidably delayed for a ow done 
lor Majesty's Government must ask that the Commission may confine itself to examinin, 
questions before i without coming to 8 decision io regard to them, until Coloael ‘Stokes 
has ad a0 opportunity of considering them and discussing thetm further, i necessary, 
with his colleagues, the Delegates of the several Powers represented in the Commission. 
Tam, &e. cs 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE 


* Sinilar velegroms more seot to Mr. Adams, Lord A. Loltss, Sir A. Bockinan, and Sir A Paget, 


368, 


Earl Granville to Sir B. Harris.* 


Commercial.) 
4 Foreign Office, September 2, 1873. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 30th ultimo, I have to inform you that, in 
reply to a note from the French Chargé d'Afaires, proposing in effect that the Suez Caval 
Company should be allowed to continve to levy the canal dues as at present, 1 have 
informed him that the interpretation given by the Porte to Her Majesty's Ambassador ot 
Constantinople, of the Vizinal letter of the 12th of July, is that the Company will only 
be legally entitied to collect the dues on the basis of the net tonnage of ships ancasured ot 
the Moorsom system, antl some ater system is decided upon through an International 
Commission. 

T added that Her Majesty's Government eannot sanction the levying of the Chnal 
dues on any other basis: thut it is the duty of the Company to place themselves forthwith 
in a position of undoubted logality ; and that Her Majesty's Government will be ready to 
courider fully and equitably any representations which may be mide on behalf of the 
Company. ‘The Commission, appointed to meet at Constantinople on. the 16th instant, 

ill afford at once yieans for considering any represcntations «hich the Company may 
wish to make. 
1am, &e. 
(Sigued) GRANVIL 
EEE 


No. 369, 


Earl Grancitte to Lord Lyon 


(No. 238. Commercial.) 
My Lond, Forcign Office, September 2, 1873. 

T TRANSMIT, for your Exeellency's information, copies of a note whieb 1 have 
received from the Froneh Chargé d'Aftuires at this Court, and of the reply which I have 
feturned to it, rolative to the dues levied by the Surz Canal Compan 

Acellency will perceive that the French Government proposed in effect that 
the Conipany should continue to lewy the duos &s at prosent wotil some agreement ix come 
to on the subject 

It appears, howover, from the despatch from Sir H, Elliot, of which a copy I likewise 
inclousts that the loterpretation given by the French Government to the Vinitial letter to 
the Khedive la not in accordance with that given by the Porte, accordingly, in, my: 
teply, pointed out that the Porte has decided that the Company will only be legnly entitled 
fo collect the dues on the basis of tho nott tonuage of ships measured on the Moorrom 
faystem until vome other system is decided upon through an International Commission. 
‘The first step to be taken, therefore, ix for the Company to conform to tho decision of the 
Porte, and to give legality to its proceedings; this being done, Her Majesty's Government 
would gladly consider as early ax possible any representations which the Company may wish 
to make on the aubjectof the dues. And L urged the expediency, in general publicinterests, 
of steps being taken by the French Government to remove any existing difficaties 

Pxave now to request that your Excellency will be s0 good as to take nn ently 
opportanity of speaking to the Duc de Broglic on this question, IF the, Freuch Govorn- 
iment feel saterest in the matter on nccount of the position of the Suet Canal Company in 
France, Her Majesty's Government are even- more direatly interested on account of the 
large amount of British shippiog passing through the Canal. Her Majesty's, Government 
have no other desire than to proceed with the tmot equity in this question, and thoy 
would be wlad to come to an arrangement with the French Government in rogard to it. It 
Jooms to them that there can be no doubt that it is the duty, no less than the interest, of 
the two Governments to cause the decision of the Porte to be respected. 

T should be glad’ to learn the views of the French Government at your early 
convenience. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) | GRANVILLE. 


© Similar deopaiches were aidreseed to Mr. Adams, Lard A. Lefior, Mr. Eriko, Sir A, Buchanan 
Sie A. Paget and Si E Thorsion, 
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No, 370. 


Earl Granville to M. Dutreil, 


LORD GRANVILLE presents his compliments to Mf 
{0 hhim herewith a copy of a note which he has addressed tq the 
this Court, respecting tho probable delay in the arrival of Ci 
the International Commission about to meet at Const 
Question. 


No. 371. 
Sir A. Buchanan to Baek Granville. (Received September 2 


(Pelegraphic.) Vienna, September 2, 1873, 
THE Austrian Government have named two Delegates to the Coriano which is 
Mes wag asantinople on the 15th instant. A copy of the insteuetions te tye, 
ental co tothe, Austrian Chargé d'Affaces in London on Sanday’ lat ies 
fontidential communication to your Loniship, and the Austrian Geren, believe 
‘them to he in necordance with the views of Her Majesty's Government. 


Se 


No, 372, 


Mr- Hammond to the Becretary to the Peninsular und Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 8, 1813. 
WITH reference to the letter from this office af the sth of 9 

ileetod ‘hy Karl Granville to request that yon will acquaint the 

Peninsalar and Oriental Stoam Na igation Company that Her Majesty's Government 


have agreed to send Delegates to the International Comminies on ‘questions relating to 
the Suc Canal Dues, which is to meet at C nople on the 15th of this month ; and. 
Witt tls Lardshlp would be glad to receive any further commuvlouiion ilar mee: may 
wish to make on the subject of there dues. B 
Tom, &. 
(Signed) FE HAMMOND. 


ee 


No. 373, 


Lord Lyons to Karl Granite. (Received September 5.) 
No. 384, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, September 3, 1878. 

IN obedience to your Lordsbip's telegraphic instruction, I asked the Dor te Broglie 
Hrjaliernoon what were the views of the French Government with regan te the die 
of the International Commission ing the Suex Canal Dues, which in to meet at 
Constantinople on the Loth instant. 

‘The Duc de Broglie said that if the Commission were to undertake to fix abstractedly 
Aan netal system of tonnage admensuroment for noiversal adoption, it would probably 
{all into grave ettors, and might protract its altting for an Indefinite time.“ Ire ae 
fart fant it conlined itself to making a jst and eqaitable decision of the questions 
{ie enly na iL concorned the datioy to be levied on the Buex Canal, there wal wens 
‘that it should not bring ite labours speedily to a conclusion, 

[ihe with of the Erench Government was (ML de Hrogile said), that the Commission 
igald come to an enil soon as possible, MM. do Leseps had engaged to subae ie 
decisions, and thus the disputes between the Compauy and those who: passed through the 
Catal would at once be tan end when those decisions were announced soy nae ane 
pombe ston at which the French Government was very desirous of arriving. ar soos se 
possible, 

In anawer to m qui gave him the names of the English 
Commissioners, Sir % es. He told me that one of the 


rench Commissioners would be the Vicomte d'Arlot, a Sous-Directeur in the French 
Packs Olen so eayereel acquainted with the whole subject, and that the other 
would be an Ingéniear des Ponts et Chaussées. ‘These xentlemen would, M. de Broglie 
said, set out for Constantinople as soon as possible. His Excellency scemed, however, 
to doubt whether it would be possible for the Commission actually to begin 

toon as the Lith instant, 


(Signed) LYONS, 


es 


No. 74, 


Earl Granville to Sir Ht. Elliot 


vo, Commercial a 
Nero Farin Office, September, 1813 
' LHAYF to acknowledge the receipt of your Kxeellency’s despatches on the subje 
of the Bnex Canal Dues, to No. 161 of the 2ist ultimo. 
«iter ajonys Caters approve the language tield by you to the Ottoman and 
the Foreign Miniatere at Constantiaope, ax reprted in thone despatenen 

Her Majesty's Government wonld bo glad that ageocment should exist between 
themselves. and the Austrian Government and the Porte on this question, 

Tam, &. 
Bigned) "GRANVILLE 


ee es ee eee 


No, 876. 
Mr. Hammond to Me. Farrer, 


Sir Foreign Ofice, September 4, 188. 
ST WUTHT reference to Irevious correspondence on the subject of the Suez Canal Di 
1 am directed by Karl Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Board of Trade, 
copy of the instructions which his Lordship proposes to addros to the British ‘Dologates 
° im which is to meet at Const stoople on the 15th instant, 
will move their Lordships to favour Lord Granville, at their 
with any observations or xaggestion they may have to offer on tho 
subject 
ny ssh Gi ei tg inquire whether the Board of Trade think that it would be 
aulvisable to furnish the Delegatex with any works of reference on the aubject of tonnage 
ly, and if #0 to be #0 good ax to give tho titlon of thone works which are, at that 
jepartment, considered to be standard publications, 
Department, considered to bo xt p eae 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND, 


a oe 


No. 376. 
» Pasha (o Barl Granville —(Received September 


Amibowsaile tupérinte Ottomane, Londres, 
Je4 Beptembre, 1873, 

JM ew Vhonneur de recevoir tes deux notes que vote Excellence a. bien voula 
iadrevsor en dat da mois dernier et du 2 du mots courant. ot pur lesquelles, en 
caprimant le consentement du Gowrernement de Ba Majesté Ia iteing A prendre part a 
le Commission Internationale qui se reunite h Constantinople le 1 de ee mola. pour lee 
Tupport aux droits du Canal de Sues, e¢ en m'annongant. In Nomination 

1 Stokes ot de ancis comme Déldguds Britan 
geile Commimion, elle mo fait eavoir que, comme Ml se peut que M. le Coad 
Fee: Low des motifs indépendants dea volonté narrive push Constantinople avant io 
15 de ce mois, Ventre Dalégué Britannique, Sir Philip Francia, ser prit A diseuter ley 
westions soumises & 1a Commission, et mvinvite 4 préevenir cependant le Gonrernemoct 
Fimpérial quo, dans ie sonic épart de M. le Colonel Blokes. serait eter de 

(221) 





gutlaue pes de jours le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté ln Reine demanderit que la 
‘ommission se bornit a examiner les questions porties devant elle, sans toutefois venir & 
une déeision avant que M. le Colonel Stokes eiit eu une occasion de les conxidérer 
et de les discuter, sil est nécessaire, uliérieurement avec les Délégués des autres 
Paissances, 

En réponse, jai Thonneur d'informer votre Exeellonce quo je me suis fait un devoir 
empressé de communiquer le contenu de ses deux notes précitées d son Excellence le 

istre des Affaires Btrangéres de Sa Mujesté Impériale le Sultan, 

Fai, Re. 
(Signé) MUSURUS. 


No. 33 


Mr, Haxmond to Mr. Vieion. 


(No, 3. Commercial.) 

Sir, Foreign Offce, September 5, 1878. 
[AM directed by Batl Granville to transmit, for your information, a copy of a note 

from Musurus Pasha announcing that the meeting af the International Commission for 

the snttlement of the question of the Sucz Canal Dues has been fixed for the 16th of this 

togothor with acopy of bis Lordahip's reply agreeing, on the part of Her Majest 
Government, to take part in this Conferonce, and stating that Colonel Stokes and 
Sir P, Francis would be tho British Dologates,* 


HAMMOND, 


No. 378. 


Count Wotkenstein to Earl Granville-—(Received September.) 


(Confidentiette.) 

M. le Cornte, Belgrave Square, le 3 Septenibre, 1873. 
T été invité par Ia Porte, dans In yoo officielle, & prendre part 4 une 
ion Internationale devant ‘se réunir A Constantinople,” lo 15 Septembre 

prochain, aI cr des désisions sur Vétablisement d'un taode 

Uniforms de i riiglement de toutes lor diffeultés qui se 

rattachent In perception dex droits de teanait du Canal de Sue, le Gouvernement de 

Sa Majosté Impériale ot Royale Apostolique vient daccepter cette invitation, alnsi que 

Jo programme praposée pac le Gouvernement Ottoman pour los travaux de cette réunion, 

De mémo, le Gonvernenient d'Autriche-Hongrio nia pax hésits de notifier cette adbésion 

au Cabinet Ottoman, ot il vest emprons, en consequence, A adrower 4 M. le Comte 

Zaluski, Chargé d’Atfaives de Sa Majesté npériale et Royale Apostolique & Constant 

nople, Tos instructions relatives A eette affuire doot J'ai Monneur de joindre iel copie, 

Kn im’empressant, dordre de mon Gouveriement, de porter confidentielloment 
fi la connaissance de 'votro Excellence le content des dites inutractions, j'ai également 
Thonneur Wappeler votre attention, M. le Comte, sur les observations’ suivantes que 
M. le Comte Andrassy vient de me charger dle vous soumettee dat 
Dans la pensée de -mon Gouvernement, il sernit tr& utile pour 
do ta Commission Internationale d'établir au préalable ua accord par rapport aux 
instructions donner aux Deékégués des différentes Puissnces. D'un 
Cabinet de Vienne eroit pouvoir espérer que le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique, 
dont les rues sur la solation A donner aux questions ye rattachant & Valfuire 
semblont tre, dans tous les points ementicls, identiques aux Whtres, sera A meme 
dadromer A son Représentant, Constantinople des instruetions analogues A cello dont 
vient détre muni le Comte Zaluski, [change Midées qui x eu lieu deridroment, 
‘au sujet do Vatthiro duu Canal de Suex, entre Ie» deux Cabinets est une prouve évidente 
du grand prix qu’attacho lo Gouvernement Austro-Hongrois & se trouver, eu 
do eetio importante question, daux Ie plus parfait acconl avec celui de Sa Ma 
Britanniqae.. An surplits, mon Gouvernement n’hésite pas de donner assurance que 
cette idontité de vaos une fols établio, ise forait un strict devoir de ne pas dévier de la 


No. a76 


ligne de conduite tracée d’an commun accord et prescrirait 3 ees Représentants dans le 
‘sein de la Commission Internationale une attitade et rement conforme aux principes 
auloptes. Sons 

Eo priant votre Excellence de vouloir bien me faire connaitre Taceneil qui aura 
rencontré, aupris du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique, ma présente démarche, 


Je profite, &e. 
(Sign) A. WOLKENSTELN. 


Inclosure jn No. 378. 
Despatch addrenved to Count Zaluehi. 


(Translation, jenna, Auyust 31, 1873. 
THE Turkish Ambassador delivered here, on the 21st instant, the note in which the 
Tmporial and Ro: invited hy the Sublime Porte to send one or two 
Delogates to the ‘ional Commission which is convoked to meet mt Constantinople 
on the 15th of September proxiino, and which is to deal with the question of a uniform 
method of ship admensurem: with the regulation of levying dues on the Suck 
anal 
Ye hail this step of the Turkish Government with antisfaction, are ready to necept 
the invitation received, and promise ourselves beneficial results in various diecetions from 
the co-operation of the Powers coucerned, In this senise Eanswer to-day the note of the 
‘Turkish Ambassador. 

‘The task of the International Commision will be twofold: one general, purely 
technical ; and one special, relating to the question of the Suez Canal dues 

‘The Sublime Porte, ar you know, took the initiative at the beginning of this year for 
the convocation of an. International Commis (called the attention of various 
Governmonts to the advantages which vould result from the establishment of a normal 
ship-ton, both for commerce in general, and specially for the calculation of ship-duon, 
‘The task of the International Commission, in regard to the proceedings on thix matter, 
indicated in the Circalar despateh of the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affuirs of the 
Yat January, 1878, ‘The Commission will have to examine the said quostions thoroughly, 
and to decide whether, what conditions, the desired agreements appear 
feasible, "Though the Eo ster-ton, reckoned according to the Moorom aystom, 
scems hitherto to have avawered best the requirements in regard to fixing the nett 
tonnage of a ship. yet the judgment of competent persons inclines to the view that this 
capacity expressed in register-tons is fixed too Jow, and that, acconling to the present 
state of scionce and the art of ship-building, the Moorsom system is capable of essential 
improvements, which will servo to find the really applicable space and thus the nett 
tonnage of a ship ina more complete and trustworthy w thon hitherto, ‘The 
examination of those desirable alterations of the different systems of admensuroment, 
fand the establishment of a uniform rule in this respect, will have to form the general 
technical task of the International Commission, A vearching and thorough discussion of 
this matter wil, under any circumstances, contribute to the rooognition of more correct 

inciples in wider circles than they have hitherto entered, and to pave the way for an 
efficient reform of the existing, in many ways, umatinfaetory and divergent rule 
however, an agreement is come to on the ducations under discussion, then the det 
acceptance of the resolutions passed must be referred to the Governments represented, 
tand the subsequent accewion of the Stator not represented In the proceodings of the 
Taternational Commision at Constantinople must be reserved, 

We attach an important significance to the second part of the task allotted to the 
International Commission, which, according to our notion, is called upon to put a defini 
tive end to all difficulties which have lately arisen in tho Sucz Canal Question, or which 
‘may occur in future. 

Up to tho Ist of July, 1872, the Suez Canal eee levied 10 fr, per regiator ton 
acconting to the Moorsoin system on all ships which passed the Canal. From the 
Ist of aly, 1873, honever, it changed arbitrarily and without moderation the practice till 
then followed, and directed that the levy of the dues of 10 fr. should take place 
according to the gross tonnage of the same system, which is equal to an inerease of the 
dues by near 50 per cent. ‘The Company was, in our opinion, the Tess justified in making 
such au arbitrary alteration of an existing and recognized rule, inasmuch as, trusting to 
the state of things, Goveraments and private persous had made preparations for avail 





themsslves of the new sea-passage, which, besides other effets, hve been_ materially 
interfered with by the new onder. Tn consequence of this complaints have been mado 
on various sides, and especially by us, against the ilegal proceeding of the Company, and 
the dues have en paid by our ships since July 1, 1872, ouly under protest’ and 
reservation of all rights. 

‘The Ssex Canal Company sought to justify its new proceeding by the interpretation 
of the oxpression “ tonneau de eapacit6” contained in the Firman of Concession, by which 
not the reginter tonnaye given in the ship's papers, but a new and never tll then app 
ship-admeasarement was to be indiented, whieh fixed the actual available space of n abip 
better and morenecurately than any other aystem used in various countries Apart frome 
‘every other obj hb it can hardly be denied that the Company was not 
Justified in auch it wgislatorial interpretation, and. in the 
consoquent alteration of the rulox whieh bad beon in foree up to July 1, 1872. "Such an 
interpretation could only prosced from the Sublime Porte itself, whieh had in due time given 
its sanction to the instrument of concession in virtue of its sovereign right, conse~ 
uence of the complaints made, tut not tll lately, after the new method of leying dues 
hhad boon unlawfully maintained for a year and more, this fntorpeetation came forth ftowe 

Sublimo Porto in the Vizirial letter addressed to the Khedive on the 16th of July 
last, to the effect that the aetual available sbip-ypace was to ho the basis for the adjust. 
ment of the dues on the Suez Canal, that none of the existing ystems fully answer the 
requirements of such an adjustment, and that until the tte whens 

easurement of that kind should bo agreed upon by the 
the Englinh registor ton was to form the baxia for the caleulat 
the Moorsom systom soerued still to answer the best conditions laid down. 

We accept this decision of the Sublime Porte, and are of opinion that it should form 
the starting-point of the Commission's proceedings in these questions. The Porte has 
thot by its interpretation approved the arbitrary proceoding of the Company, but pointed 
out that no alteration of the method of odlineasurcment. in tse upon the Canal up. to 
July 1, 1872, is admissible until the International Commission convoked by it shall have 

‘the acceptance of anew xystew, We should hail with pleasure the resolution 
0 1 Company to submit to this decision without contendiction, and in a 
loyal way, and thus to turn back again into the legal path, ond upon this condition, and if 
the stutuy quo wx it fore July 1, 1873, be restored, witl there isa definitive inter. 
national agreement upon all the questions of dues and regulations relating to the 

navigation of the Suex Canal; and if no further alterat! ray be w 
even be rus ally levied since the 
1k i our aincoro desire (9 promote the stability and prosperity of the Seca Canal 
Company within the bounds of right and ronson. We do not deny the great services of 
this Company in opening « uew sei-pawsage for the commerce ofthe work, nor do we 
underestinate the saciicen which it has made for the accompli reat 
work, and we desire: deteaction of those services, At the same time, however, we 
cannot divest ourselves of the convietion that this C pany, by an arbitrary and unlawful 
prnceeding, apparently adopted to shake confidence in it, aswell ns hy an, undos 
Anponiti urdens and diffvulties on the ship traffic on the Canal, has disturbed the 
first and chiefoxt conditions of its maintenance and developement, and disabled the 
of ite own oxintonce, A stable regulation, legal rales, and the protection of an 

al Convention are, according to our ideas, those factors which afford 

secure guarantcos for the prosperous condition of th ts pany and its work, 

If the proceedings of the International Commission result in an agreement for a 
watocm moto of hip admewarament and the cablahment of normal shipton 
take the place of tho Buglish register ton, the question of levying the dues on the Suez 
Canal wil be solved tn a'simplo tanner, Iasmuch ax tho new tom wil be sabetanted ser 
the English ton in future, and the tariff rate of 10 francs will be maintained. There will 
hardly be any difieulty in obtaining the consent both of the Porte auf the Powers 
concerned, for the acceptance of this new normal ton, and ite application to the adjust. 

nt of the dues on the Suet Canal, and it will likewise be easy to make out @ key for 
the redaction ofall other systems tothe now weanure: 

We must not, however, love aight of the eventuality that the theoretical agreement 
‘om the ship admeasurement may encounter unexpected difficulties. Now we are of 
‘pinion that this eventuality should not keop the Thternatioual ‘Commission from under. 

aking the wlution of the Suex Canal question in spite of i and with all energy. "As the 
exports will, without doubt, be fn. position to state with a certain previson whe dastine 
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tion between the actual available space of a ship and its tonnage as shown by the entry 
of ‘the register tons in the ship's papers, this difference would, in our opinion, give the 
Proportion in whieh, in such a case, the tariff rate of 10 francs must be raised, £0 that the 
interests of the Company should suifer no kind of damage in the sense of the inter- 
Pretation given by the Porte. In case, therefore, that a new uniform method of ship 
admeasurement cannot be agreed upon, and that it appears that the actual available 
Space of a ship is greater than its tonnage according to the Moorsom ayatem, we are 
‘clined to consent to an increase in the tariff rate per English register ton. We were 
‘guided by this idea when we formerly proposed a provisional inerease of the ‘Tariff from 
10 to 12 francs, and we think that this limit should not be execeded in the ealealstons ta 


be made, especially as it may be feared from the experience of the past year that the 
Giveing would not bear a higher burthen and might easily be compelled to avoid the 
anal, 


t is of course quite clear that, in reckoning the actual available space of a. ship, 
ot merely the passage from ono cnd of the Canal to the other, but also the whole 
Yoyage between Europe and the ports of India and Eastern Asia will have to be taken 
into account, Though in the short pasage through the Canal a ship may be heavily 
laden, this is not the case in an equal dogreo in ong soacroyage, wherein. also special 
account must be taken of the spices reserved for the crew and. passengers, which, in 
voyages through the Hed Sea und under the Tropieg aro to be reckenen “differently thon 
in other places, 

As to the agreenient on the question of dues, wo think thal, in the interests of the 
matter, wo may express a wish that the International Commission should take into 
consid ‘and pas @ resolution, that all the regulations concerning the navigation 
through the Suex Canal, whether they relate to the noutrality of the Canal, or to the duex 
of whatsoever kind or howove inated, or to the rights and duties of thone 
Sonserned, should be subject to international sanction and decision; that without the 
gonont of the Powers taking part in the International Commission, and the sanction 
from time to time of the Sublime Porte, no emential alteration of any kind should. tn 
future bo made. We think that such an uaderstandiag would neither Tatringe upon the 
sovereign rights of the Sublime Porte, nor sland in the way of the properly understood 
interests of the Sucs Canal Company. As, however, theso questions are in’ part outside 
the programme which was drawn up for the International Commission, our intention now 
is to draw the attention of tho Powers concerned to them, and wo must eave it to. thelr 
Judgment to take up these matters at the lose of the proceedings in the progeamsne of 
the Comision, 

We consider it of importance that the Khedive should be invited by the Porte to 
send a, Delegate on his part to the Commission, who, in connection with the Turkish 
Commissioners, should take part in the discussions and resolutions. "We also think. tt 
ould be expedient to invite the Buex Canal Company to appoint a representative at 
Constantino le, who should have a right to be heard te the Commission from time to time 
‘as tho questions ari 

1n the foregoing I have explained the views which guide us in the questions yeferred 
to. You will take care to instruct our Delegates to the same effect, and to recommend 
them to be thoroughly sensible of the importance of their tak, They will alwaya have 
to act in concurrence Delegates of those Powers who share our views and are 
animated by the same intentions nx ourselves 

On our side the Imperial and Royal Councillor of Legation and first Dragoman, 
Ritter von Vrosjek, the Nautical Inspector of the Imperial Royal Marines Alois 
Zamara, and the General Agent of the Austro-Hungarian Lloyd's, N, Nicolich, are 

fs Delegates, anil two of them must always take part in the proceedings? the 

stitute to represent elther of his colleagues who cannot attend, 

ws already been dirvcted to proceed to Constantinople, and you will invite 

ies, immediately after his arrival to put himself in communication with hix two calenguen 
who are there, 


ee eee | 
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No. 379. 
Mr. Bethune (o Mr. Hammond.—{(Received September 6) 


Peninruler and Oriental Steam Nacigation Company, 
Offices, \22, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, September 4, 1873. 

L HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday's date to 
cquaint the Directors of this Company that Her Majesty's Government have agreed to 
send Delegates to the International Commission on questions relating to the Suez Canal 
«tues, which is to meet at Constantinople on the 1oth of the present. month, and 
that ‘Karl Grauville would be glad to receive any further communication whi 
Direotors might wish to make on the subject of thoxe dues, 

Jn roply, Lam instructed to thank Earl Granville for his courtesy in thus affording 
tho Dirvctors another opportunity of exproming their views, and to say that they have 
nothing to add to the remarks contained in their letter to Lord Tenterden under date of 
at January last, and which covered coples of correspondence with the Board of ‘Trade of 
tho 10th September and 14th November, 1872, upon this subject 

have, &e 
(Signed) A.M. BEPHUNE, Sccretory, 


No, 580, 


Mr. Hammond to Mfr. Forrer, 
(Considontial 
Bir, Foreign Office, September 6, 1873, 
WITH reference to my letter of the 20th ultimo, T am directed by Earl Granville to 
transmit to you, for the information of the Board of ‘Trado, the accompanying volume of 
Printed coxrnpondenc, relative to the quation ofthe Suex Canal Dae 
am, ke. 
(Signed) . HAMMOND. 


No. 381. 


Earl Grincille to 8ir H. Elliot. 


(No, 11, Commercial, Confidential) 
Sir, Forcign Office, Seplember 6, 1873. 

I TRANSMIT herowith, for your Excellency’s own information, w copy of printed 
correspondence on the question of the duos levied by the Suea Canal Company. 

With reference to'my despatch No, 112, Commercial of the datey1 have (o sate 
that, unlost you may be aware of auy reason to the contrary which at present I am not 
acquainted with, it woold soom advisable that the British Delegates should act in concert, 
more expecially with thoir Austro-Hungarian colleagues, at the International Commission 
‘on tho Suez Canal Duos, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No, 382, 
Earl Granville to Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Francis. 


Foreign Offet, September 6, 1873. 

1 reference to my letter of the 30th ultimo, I now proceed to furnish you with 

instractions for your guidance, as Delegates on the part of Her Majesty's Government, 

ft the International Commission on questions relating to the ducs levied by the Suez 
‘Canal Company, which is appointed to meet at Constantinople on the 1th instant. 

‘The questions which have led to the meeting of the Commission have arisen, as you 
are aware, by an alteration which took pluce on the Jat of July of list year in the mode 
in which dues are levied on vessels passing throngh the Suez Canal. 

‘The authority under which the Canal Company levies the dues is derived from the 
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concessions granted. to M. de Lesseps by the Viceroy of Ezypt on the 30th of November, 
1854, and the 5th of January, 1856. These concessions were incorporated in the Conven 
tion concluded between the Viceroy and the Canal Company on the 22nd of Febru 
1866, which was confirmed by a Firman of the Sultan of the 19th of March, 1866. Tho 
portions of these documents which relate to the dues are herewith inelosed, and it is only 
Recessary for me to quote the following paragraphs from Article XVIL of the Concession 
9f 1856, which define the conditions on which the permission to levy dues was granted :— 
“1. De percevoir got druits, sanit aucune exception ni faveur, sur tous Jes navires, 
dans des conditions identiqu 
“2. De publier les tars, trois mois avant la mise en vigueur, dans les capitales ct low 
roe tes pays intéreasée 5 
‘De no pas excéder, pour'le droit apécial de navigation le chife maximum de 
10 fe, par tonneau de copacité des navires et par tite de passager,” 
yurausnce of the powers thus conferred upon thom, the Company: issued 
igation Regulations on the 17th of August, 1869, contalulng the follo 


Article 11, Les droits & payer sont calouléx sur le tonnage réel des navires quant 
sux droits de transit, do romorqvage et de stationnement. Jusqu’d nouvel ordre la porcep= 
tion sern faite d'aprés les papiers ofticiels do bord.” 

‘Tho Canal was opened.on the 20th of November 1869, and from that time up to the 
30th of June last. year the dacs continued to be levied on the tonnage shown in tho ship's 
Papers as the nett register tonnage. 

Accordingly, until July 1872, the dues were levied on the tonnage specitiod on the 
ship's register, arrived at after deduction for engive-space, Xe, according to the luwa of 
the country of the ship's nationality. But, at» mocting of the Company, eld on the 4th 
of March, 1872, a Hesolution was pased which practically excluded for the future any 

ion the change of basis of calculation then made adds 50 per cout., if not 

that amount to the dues. Papers relative to thie alkemtion ate also inclosed 

perceive fro them that there is considerable obscurity ns to the precise standard 

‘of measurement which the Company claimed to adopt, but that in praotive the dues have 

been charged on the absolute grow tonnage of the vessels. ‘The decisian conveyed in the 

Viairial letter of the 12th of July last, to which I shall hereafter advert, readers it 
unnecomary for me here to allude further to this point. 

T now proceed to the subject of tonnage. ‘The necompanying Memorandum contains 
explanations of the distinction between gross and register tonnage, and of the Taw and 
prsctie in this country, as well as in some foreign States; and also the apstem adopted 

y the uropean Commision of the Danube, ‘These papers contain full information both 

4 to principles and details on this part of the quostion, It is, therefore, nutficiont for me 
in this place to observe that it is very important that no misunderstanding should be 
Allowed to arise as to the meaning of the expression “ English system of measarem 

‘There are two tonnages, either of which might be called the English to 

First, tho ofiicial nett tonnage marked on the ship's register under the prov 
the Merchant Shipping Avt of 1854, constituting what ix called by that Act the " rogite 
tered tonnage” of British ships. Vessels of all countries have an oficial registered tonunge 
thus marked on their papers, and it ion this ollicial tonnage that the Canal dues were 
levied up to July 1872. 

Second, the tonnage obtained by measuring the total interual bulk of « vessel by a 
process known as Moorsom's aystei of measureinent. 

‘This also is marked upon the official papers of every British ship; but it is known 
‘88 the “gross tonnage,” and not ax the " nett” oF registered " tonnng 

‘The * wet” “rogitered "tonnage is arived at by making certuin deductions for 
cengine-space, &c., according to rules specified in the Act, from this * groas tonnage," 

Her Majesty's Government beliove that the “nett or * registered” ton was the ton 
fntended by the term ** tonneau de enpacité ” in the concession to the Canal Company. 

‘The Company, on the otber hand, bave adopted a standard of their own which, in 
theory, professes to make allowance for engine-spice, &e., but by which, in practice, the 
dues are at present levied on the gross tonnage without euy deduction | fn estimating the 
gross tonnage the Company take the gross tounage shown by the ship’s papers in the 
tase of Engl ships, and in the case of other ships guuge' them by the Eaglsh mole af 
measurement for gross tonnage, 

‘Thus the “register tonnage” and the Company’s tonnage being arrived at by au 
English process of calculation, both may be said to be English systems of tonnage 
measurement, It is esseatial that the distinction between the two should be kept clearly 
in view. 
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Having now placed before you this preliminary explanation of the state of the case, 1 
proceed to acquaint you with the position in regard to it taken by Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment 

You will have observed that the Board of Trade, ia the letter dated the Sth of April 
1872, quoted ia inclosure No. 2. expressed an approval of the principle of charging dues 
fon the gross tonnage; the question of the relation of dues to the standard by which they 
are levied was not entered upon. 

‘Subsequently, on» misapprebension that the system adopted by the Suez Canal 
Company was, in fact, the same as that of the European Commission of the Danube, the 
Law Officers pronounced an opinion favourible to the course taken by the Company, and 
lettors in this senso were written from this office to certain public bodios in this country. 

“the correspondence with Constantinople did not commence till June. On the 14th 
of that month Sir H. Elliot telegraphed that the Porte had ex'led upon the Suex Canal 
Company for explanations of their intentions, and that the impression wax that the 
tonnage on which the dues were to be levied having been understood both by the Porte 
anil the Company to be registered tonnage when the Sultan's Fieman was given, the basi« 
for the collection of the dues could ot be changed without the Soltan's permission, and 
that he had been asked for bis advice, and had said that an increase of 60 per cent. in 
the duce should not be allowed to be made without the Porte’s consent, but that the 
Porte should be ready to take into consideration any reasonable increase of the dues which 

ht be proved to be necessary for the maintenanee of the Canal. 

On the 29nd of June Sir H. Elliot reported that the Porte had telegraphed to the 
Viceroy of Kgypt to give further explanations about the proposed alteration in the dues, 
and not to consent to it without fresh instructions, 

On the 29th of June telegrams were sent to Sie H. El Colonel Stanton, 
informing thom that Her Majesty's Government were of opinion, without entering at 
present into the general yoent , that it was advisable that the date of the new Taritf to 
‘come into operation should be postponed: 

‘On the 30th of June Colonel Stanton replied that he had applied to the Agent of the 
Company, who ssid that ho had no power to make any postponement, and that he had 
returned 4 ximilar anawer to a communication from the Egyptian Government to the effect 
that the Porte wishod the date to be be postponed ; the Agent had referred the matter to 
the Council of Administration at Paria. Under these circumstances, Colonel Stanton 

wtructed Hor Majesty's Consul at Sucz, and the British Vice-Consul at Port Said, in the 
event of their being consulted, to recommend the agents or masters of British vessels to 
pay the increased charges under protest. 

On the 7th of July Sir H. Elliot reported Ul after a careful examination, the Porte 
was disposed to consider that, under the Firma Company would be entitled to 
charge the dues upon the actual gross tonnage of moking the same allowance 
for engines and coals us had bea fixed by the Danube Commission, iz, ms he was 
told, to 24 per gent, for sorew nod 87 per cent. for paddle steamers.” Sir H. Elliot did 
not offer any opinion to the Porte on this, as he considered that the question of the ducs 
which it might be right for the Porte to provent the Company from levying, should be 
kept distinct from the question of their having wrongfully changed the scale of the dues 
without the Porte's permimion, At the same time he thought that the rule of the 
Danube thu described would be a fair one. 

At this time I was given to understand that the German and Italian Governments 
lund supported the application for the suspension of the augmented seale of dues, and had 
advised captains of veasels to pay ander protest, 

“The more complete information then posssced hy Her Majesty's Government permitted 
the question to be carefully and fally considered. A despatch, in which their views were 
set forth ot length, was thereupon uddrossed to Sir H. Echiot on the 31st of August, 1572, 

ad conmnmunicated to Her Majesty's Representatives in the privelpal maritiwe countries, 
nd to Colonel Stanton. The following extract from this despatch, of which a copy is 
inclosed. will suftice to show their views on the quest ee 

“Her Majesty's Goverament are aware of the financial difficulties of the Company, 

to sce a liberal and fair interpretation put on the concession made to them. 

They aro also aware of the difficulties and inequalities caused by the deductions for 
‘engine-room, &o. in the English nett tonnage, and by the differing systems of differeat 
nations, Putting aside the question of amount, and putting aside also the question of the 
moaning of the concession, Her Majesty's Government ia this case, as well as in that of 
the Danube and in othee similar cases, would as at present advised, be disposed to look 
favourably on the adoption of the gross British tonnage as the best standard of taxation. 
Unt they express no final or positive opinion on this point, more especially when it 


considered that passenger ships of high power and troop-ships would, according to that 
sandard, have 0 pay far more in proportion to other ship than they now do, wilet they 
have also under the present concession to pay a tnx of 10 ff. per passenger; or, in other 
words, they have, unlike other ships, to pay for the cargo they carry as well as for the 
syace it occupies. 

“Sill less can Her Majesty's Government adit that the Company have, under the 
terms of their Concession, the right to charge 10 fr. a ton upon the Isnglish grosa tonnage 
without deduction ; or that, looking to the Gaancial position of the Company, such a 
charge would be fair and reasonable,” 

Despatches of a subsequent date, which show the view taken by Her Majesty's 
Government, form part of the inclowure which contains the despatch above quoted. 

In consequence of ministerial changes and the Turkish holidays some tiae clapsed 
before further action was tuken in the matter, On the 28th of October, Halil Pasha, ina 
‘conversation with Sir H, Elliot, «tid that he intended to propose that a Conference should 
be assembled at Constantinople for the purpose of establishing the tonnage upon which 
the duties should be levied. 

‘The consent of Her Majesty's Government to the proposal was given in a despatch 
dated the Sth of December, 1872% copies of this despatch, and of tho notes from the 
Porte, containing the formal proposal for eonvoking the International Commission are 
herewith inclosed. 

‘The next point that came under consilerution was the question of the functions of 
the Commission, ‘The point was necessarily closely allied 10, and had to be treated in 
‘counection with, the preceding ones relative to its eonvocation, 

There were two entirely distinct questions to be examiveds the one related to the 
Fight of the Company upon its owa authority to alter the basis upon which the dues were 
to be levied, x understood when it was sanctioned by the Porte; the other was the 
amount that it would be proper to. porinit the Company to imposo upon ships passing 
through the Canal. ‘This last question includes the standard on which the duies ate to be 
levied, ax well as their amount. 

‘The Turkish Government, however, held that the first of there quostions, namely, 
the legality of the course taken by the Canal Company in so far an it depended on the 

tou of the term “tonneau do capacité” in the Conceation, confirmed by the 
Firman, was a matter for the decision of the Parte, not for reference to an 
International Commission, 

M. de Lesseps expressed his willingness to submit the point to tho decision of the 
Soltan’ hough he claimed to select the council to whom it wus to. be 
referred. It was finally referred to. Commiaion named by the Porte which met nt Cone 
stantioople in May last, and, in conformity with their advice, 0 decision was given by the 
Porte ina Visita letter, addressed on the 12th of uly last to the Kiydive, which wea 
sopplemented by an explanatory letter, dated the 30th of that month, "The term of there 
letters, co clare likewiso Inclosed, are not very explicit ; but Rashid Pusha, the 
Grand Vizier, tas assured Sir EH, Klliot verbally that the true meaning of the Porte ix 
that the only basis vpon which the Company will be legally entitled to callect the dues 
is that of the nett tononge of the ships measured on the Moorsom aystem, until some 
other system is decided upon through an International Commission, 

Her Majesty's Government truste that the Company will have conforined its action 
10 the decision of the Torte, and that it will thax have pled itself in w position of 
‘undoubted legality. 

‘The exnct, questions to be submitted to the Taternational Commission have not been 
very clearly defined, 

‘The object with which it is to meet is stated in the uote of the Porte of the Lt of 
January os follows: “trouver un mode uniforme de mesure les navires ot a fixer un 
tonnes type qui servient & tn foie de base pour lea tranwactions commerciales, et pout Ia 
Perception tes droits nuxquels eat rashjettiola navigation 


ln the note of the Ith of August it is stated that the settlement of questions ariving 
frow the recent decision of the Porte is likewise to be referred to it, 
rds the first question, the settlement of an uniform tonnage law for the 
ions of the world, Her Majesty's Government have throughout the discussions 
a [he subject been of opinion that it is not a matter which is likely to be satisfactorily 


settled at tinople. London, or some other great commercial and shipping centre, 
would bea preferable locality for deliberating and deciding on such a point. 

As regards the question affecting the Canal dues, no objection of this nature applies 
to settlement being ‘effected at Constantinople, except possibly so far as the settlement 
sepent ean ‘satisfactory arrangement relative to an uniform tonnage law. But in any 
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cease it would seem that the first step taken by the Commission would be to consider the 
question of the toa, and although this question may be considered by them with especial 
reference to the Suez Canal dues, it would be well that the conclusions should have a 
direct bearing on the general settlement of international ton a 

With respect to the measurement of the internal capacity of the ship, itis generally 
admitted that the English or Moorsom system of measuring is the best, and the questions 
‘now remaining open are whether there shall be any, and what, deductions from that 
syatem— 

1. In respect of engine-room and cosls, 

2. In respect of crew-epace. 

3. In respect of spaces on deck more or less covered in. 

If the opinion of the Commission on these points should be found to differ, it may be 
possible that the question of tho amount of dues may be settled ia the following manner: 
(1) if no deduction is allowed, the maximum charge per ton sball be a given amount, 
(2) if deductions be ullowed, that it sball be so much more, 

Some ditficulties may also be avoided hy waking it the universal pretice to state on 
tho ship's papers what is her gross tonnage without deductions, and what is her nett 
tonnage with deductions. so that it shall be possible by the help of these papers to 
deterring in all cases what is the amount to be charged, whether the charge le wade on 
the grows or the nett tonnage. ae 

But supposing those expedients to be adopted, the Commission should determine, 
With care and acouracy, what the deductions should be, = 

With regard to measurement for tonnage ducs, it iy probable that the Commission 
may not adopt the English nett or register tonnage,’ which In some respects is ndmitted 
{0 be defeetive, and which, as shown in Inclosure No. 2, it is now proposed to amend. 
‘There are three other rules also set forth in that Inclosure which the Commission should 
exami " 

1. The scale contemplated in the English proposed Merchant Shipping Code, 

2 The system adopted on the Danube. 

3, ‘The scale recently ndupted under the now German Law. y 

eis probable that other sealer may be brought forward whieh it would be advisable 
to consider. 

T havo aasumed that the Suez Canal Company will conform to the decision of the 
Porto as to the rato at which tho Canal dues are to be levied, 

‘The Grand Virier, Raschid Pasha, when his attention was called to the nction of the 
Company by Sir H. Elliot, oxpresed himself unwilling to nnticipate any other contingeney.. 
Her Majeaty's Government would ave no objection to any representations which t 
Company may wish to make being the first subject for consideration on the meeting of the 
Commission. ‘The Canal dues have been wrongfully lovied for upwants of a year. Her 
Majesty'« Government nee at the present time without any positive information as to the 
course taken by the Company upon the Porte’s decision; and you will understand that 
while, on the ove hand, it is & matter of very great importance fo shipping aad co 
ial interests generally, and moro expecially to this country, that the question of the 
of the dues should be promptly and satisfactorily settled, on the other hand the require: 
‘ments of the Canal have a claim to be considered in the «une manner. 

Her Majesty's Government offered no objection when the Company waa suthorized 

1871 to make a temporary increase of 1 frane the ton. Provided the International 
onumlaion is eatifed on the polnt they would not olject to this increase Selog again 
authorized ax a temporary measur, pending the settlement of the question, in addition to 
the rato which, under the Porte’ iaterretation, as sbowe stad, ortho Goncemlon, asd 
Firm Company is now legally entitled to charge. Bat Her Majesty's Government 
hold that no permanent change in the present legal scale of dacs, thus defined, should 
be made until aftcr—first, duc examination and inquiry on the purt of the International 
Commission nnd, secondly, an agreement on the subject between the several Govern- 
‘ments after considerntion of the recommendations of that Commision. i 

One of the first matters for inquiry will bo, in ite faancial point of view, the adminis. 
tration of the Company. It would appear that sum of 2,600,000 francs is changed 
aver th bond of Fle Administration, and es bvioely matter fe ingly whether 
‘OF not greatar economy in that respect is practicable, if not to the extent of removing 
Comm fr en tncrose of Gach, tant toate lerge rodocton inthe eet rate 
asked for. x ; 

Should it be found necessury oa the ground of equitable consideration towans the 
Canal Company to raiso the dues, the like equitable consideration ought to be given in 
fixing the new scales to the grent inaritime interests concemed. Large numbers of vessels 


267 


have been constructed in other parts of the world, as well as in this country, for traffic 
Shrough the Canal, which has now become one of the most important maritime channels 
The imposition of an excessive toll, which would obstruct this trafic, would be an injury 
fo the general commerce of the world, against which every Power ing maritime 
interests must protest, and which Her Majesty’s Government cannot believe that the Porte 
would willingly sanction. Previous to recommending any change of scale, the manner in 
Rhich its operation would affect trade and shipping interests should be carefully con. 

# the ease of passenger ships, on which the system in force up to the 30th of June, 
1872, presses heavily, requires particular attention. 

When the question of the seale of does is settled as far as concerns the rate recom= 
mended by the Commission, the principle ought to be definitely laid down that mo 
Sazmentation of rate, nor change of scale involving augmentation of charges, can be made 
in future except with the assent of the Maritime Powers. 

‘The next point to which I have to eall your attention iv the question of the past 
over-charges. Her Majesty's Government entertain no doubt thet all suns thn: 
levied ought to be refunded by the Company. How fur claims for interest on then 
be maintained, provided all other points are promptly and satisfactorily, settled, 1 
willing to leave to your discretion. This quostion may possibly open out into the general 
‘one of juriadiction in Egypt. Hee Majesty's Government hold that the Sucz Caual Come 
Company is an Egyptian Arsociation, whereas M. de Lesseps, while not disputing thie 
gharacter in some lostances, in others prefers a elaim tobe under tho jurisdiction of the 
French Consular Court in Egypt. I do not, wed, think. it desirable that, 
eacept incidentally, the Commission should take up the question of jurialiction.. "Nor ur 
You authorized, without previous reference to me, to discuss aay matters other than those 
‘hich T have placed before you in this Lostructio 

ou will, moreover, bear in mind that Her Majesty's Government, in consenting, in 
the first instance, to uke part in this Lnternationnl Commission, did ao with the expross 
Foservation that the couclusions at which the Commission may arrive shall not become 
GPemmtive wold thoy have beea referred to all the Powors, and shall have been accepted 

thea. 
7° You wl place ourscves le const communication with Her Majesty's Armboss 
aat the Porte, and you will consult his Excellency on all questions before the Commi 
tnd ‘expecially on that of jurisdiction in connection with the past overcharges, I shall 
requeat Sir H, Eillot to bo'so good as to afford you the benefit of his perfect aoqualntanee 
With the discussions on these subjects, aad you will derive much advantage (rou availing 
‘yourselves of the advice and inforwotion which his Excellency will afond you, 

0 the event of its appearing probable, in the course of the discussions of the C 
tnlssion, that usoful results are likely to ensue from its deliberations on the eenoral sulject 
of an uniform tonnage law, perhaps the best course would be, after n basis has bee nireod 
upon in regard to thow matters which may be termed more especially the Suez Canal 
questions, that those members of the Commission who poxseas technical knowledge of the 
tonnage question should adjourn to London. Sclentitie and technical information will be 

Wired to enable the Commission to anive at cotichisions on this subject which will carry 
weight with them ; no such information will be available at Coustantinople, where neithcy 
«shipbuilder of importance, nor any person who hus studied the question sclentiically, 
could be referred to; whereas in Englatd this information would be tusily obtainable, 

‘Tho foregoing instructions will, 1 believe, bo sufficient for your general guidance, 
‘You will keep me fully and regularly informed of the proceedings af the Com) 
you will apply at once for instructions on any furthor points in regard to which you may 
‘need them. 

You will arrange with Sir Hl. Elliot cither to send your reports under fying. sea 
through the Embassy, or to furnish his Excellenoy with eopiee of them, 

Tam, &e 
(Signed) " GRANVILLE, 
Tnelosare 1 in No, 882, 
Authority under which the Suez Canal Dues are levied, 


CONCESSION granted ly the Viceroy of Egypt, November 30, 1854 (Hlertslet's 
State Papers, vol. ly, p. 970), 
Cee by she Nomroy bein shed January Fleet wl. ly, p, 976), 
mnvent tween Viceroy and the Suex Canal Cony f February 22, 1866 
(bia, vol, Ii, p..277). i oa at 








263 


Firman granted by the Sultan, March 19, 1866 (ibid., vol. Ivi, p. 293). 

‘The Concession of 1854 provided: 

“Article 6, Les tarifs des droits de pasage du Canal de Suez, concertés entre la 
Compagnie ot Ie Vice-Roi d’Bgypte et pergus par les Agents de In Compagnie, seront 
tonjours Ggaux pour toutes les nations, auctm avantage particulier ne pouvant jamais 
tre stipulé an profit exclusif @aucune delles,” : 

‘Vhe Concession of 1896 was stated in the preamble to be intended “de stipuler 
Aavance, dans un acte plas Wétaillé et plus complet, d'une part, les charges, obligations 
et redovances auxquelles cette société sera soumise ; l'antre part, les concessions, immu- 

6 et avantages nuxquels elle aura droit, ainsi que les facilites qui lui serout accordées 
pour son administration.’ 

‘The Articles relating to the dues are >— 

Article 14, Nous déclarons solennellement, pour nous et nos suecesseurs, sous la 
rivervo do la ratification de Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan, lo grand Canal Maritime 
do Suez di Péluse et les ports on dependant, ouverts h toujours, comme pamages neatres, 
4 tot navire de commerce traversant dune mor a Vautre, sans aucune distinction, 
exclusion ni préférence de personnes ou de nationalitis, moyennant le payement des 
droits et lexécution des réglements établis par la Compagnie Universelle concessionnaire 

du dit canal ot dépendances, 

Article 15, En couséquence du principe poss dans l'Article précédent, la 
Compagnie Univerielle concemionnaire no pourra, dany ancun cas, accorder i aucun 
navire, compagnie ou particulier, aucuns avantages on faveurs qui ne soient accordés & 
tous autres navires, compagnies ou particaliers, dans lex mémes conditions. 

Article 16. La durée de la woeidté est fixce A 09 années, A eompter de ache 
‘mont dos travaux et de ouverture da Canal Maritime & la geande navigation, 

Article 17. Pour indemniser la Compagnie des’ dépenses de constructior 
Wentretion ot Woxploitation qui sont mises i sn charge par les préentes, nowt 
Vautorisons, dx A présent, ot pendant tonte la durée de sa joulssanee, telle qu’elle ext 
détermingo’ par os paragraphes | et 3 de Article préctdent, i établir et percevoi 
boar lo pane dans ow canans ot Tes porte en dpendant, ds droits de nargation, 46 
pilotage, de remorqunge, de haluge, ou de stationnement, muivant des tarifs quelle 
ourra modifier & toute époque, sous la condition exprosse— 

1. De poreevoir eos droits, sans aucune exception ni favear, sur tous les navires, 

1 conditions idontiques 
De publier les tarifs, trols mols avant la mise en vigueur, dans lex capitalos et 
le incpaux ports de commence des pays indretes ‘. 
"3, De no pas exoéder, pour le droit spécial do navigation, le chiffre maximum de 


10 fr. par tonneau ile capacite dos navires ot par této de paring 
‘the important point hero, upon which the question muinly troy i the phrase 


“maximum de 10 fr. par tonneau de capacitd dev navires ot pat tate de passager,” 

The Convention of 1808 did rot mention the dacs specifcaily, Gut provided 
(Article 17) ‘ous les actos antériewrs, concessions, conventions ‘et statute sont 
maintenua dans toutes celles de leurs dispositions qui no sout point en contradiction 
avee la présente Convention.” 

All the concessions were sade subject to the ratification of the Porte, which was 
‘not granted the Firman of 1806, which, aftr stating that Conferences had been 
held’ with the Company which *viennent dahoutir d'une facon conforme, pour le 
prévent et pour lavenir, aux droits snerés de la Porte, comme A ceux du Gouvernement 
hi ptien,” and reciting the Convention of 1866 (called “contrat” in the Firman) 
proceeded, Lae present Firman, émiané de notre Divan Impivial, eat rendu A cet effet que 

i Jonnions notre antorisation souvernine i Vexécution du Canal par la dite Compagnie, 
aux conditions stipulés dans ee contrat, comme ausai au réglement de tous les accessoires 
selon co contrat les Actes et Conventions inserts et Aéelgnés qui eu font partie 


intégrante,”” 


Anclosure 2 in No, 82. 
Alteration of Tonnage Duce by the Company from Register to Gross Tonnage. 
On the 4th of March, 1872, the Company adopted the following resolution 
"L.A partir da 1 Juillet, 1872, In Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritizae de 
Sucz peroevra Ie droit ‘spécial de wavigation de 10 fr. par tonne sur la eapacité 


realle de aviv; 2, fe groy tonnage 0x tonnage Irayinsrit aur lea payire de bord 
des navires, Capris la méthode Anglaise actuellement en usage, servira de base a cette 
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‘perception 3, les navires de toutes nations dont les papiers de 
tonnage dahl apr la méthode ef pri et aad ee plus 
trier iain cammsion Toterationale dd RarDunube, reife on commie ee ides 
les ‘muraient pas de papicrs de bord ou n'en auraicnt que d‘incommnn 
scront jaugés par les Agents de la Compagnie diaprés les navies menrate eects 
erin pour men es marae yr ace o age 
{2 proviserement, qui ne seraient pas. compris dan 1c ton du navire, sont 
Ham Rat ce Agents de la Compagnie, suivant a reple actunincn an prbicige 
m fonnage obtenu aera voumive a la tase, Tout en aientant comet yarn 
Herod ection de cox droits le tooraye nésultant ‘dn matic de are eee 
pithede asia Ie Compaen do Canal Maritime de Suez ne renenee eo pour 
con span at nce 1 Metta aie darn 
hin resolution was communicated to tho Hoanl of 
ser alation wat commune land of Tendo by M, de Lesseps in a 
wash essed “M. Te Ministre du Commerce, Angleterre dated Marth sent 
“En exéeution de cette décision, dont los consi 
aa ‘écision, dont les considérants énumarent ten motifs 
nde t9 Sm em, per dae ow acer de come ate 4, ails 
amt 7e mt le tonnage brat den navies menue pei wanes i 
: met ceux qui appartionnent atx nations ayant. lonet to. 
qaeunte®, Anglais portent. sur leurs pupicra do Bord In deve inate mo 
nage Del crogister tonnage) ot de leur tonnage brat (gtom tec al 
waiics naviron qui se preventeront pour parser le Canal de Suey h parti di 
roca, et qu no teraint pas munis de papher ois ors Fee tt 
Faspte tags et, Sec wing angie yar Tos Agenty de in Coa 
Ferme at en sage en Anglelerre pour mesurer lot wel 
* Cette opération eutealnera.nécomaire 
fea, Retie de temps ave votre Gouvernement pout leur dviten sll ei neg tabi 
Hin eeiee le Bord ofteels, Vinseription du tonnage brut, colt en tien eat 
dommage bane pe auanttn de ls réluction employe pour deine 1s tenn ate 
: = Matsa my — a Haye, perceralent Wo droit do transit 
foanage Anglais; dans le second cay ces meinen Aetene peels eH bord, ramené 
basen tonge ofl amt ene Se Penta edi mi 
alenet rot aoa he £8 aot at deere coamiton 
his letter war answered hy the Tloned of Trade on tho tl 
This letter was ananered by the ‘ade on tho Sih of April :-— 
the 27h aided Uy the Hoard of Trade to nchuowledge thu eset Gf ou et 
which the dane pe aauing copy of a resolution pimed by tho Council tn neooeganee Wine 
hich the dacs on. coves pamsing through the Buex Canal will on and after the Tat dy 
Miimeenreon the ator tonnage of the veel ah calelated by the Hea 
ceri SP, Ba af Trae tlesire me to inclose « specimen of tho British 
om which dues wll bpd i that marked with a crouse i Fmlation, the tonnage 
to thin Goons att fe Howe of Trade ate glad to God tat the Company ave come 
tena atc cea in he fie hartge ps 
‘This letter was written in the view th i 
; he view that gros tonnage ia. the bes 
micanirement: details as to rales of deve ion of the stasiy of 
fasalon rene notched es OF aes bn relation to aeration of the sand, of 


: 1 Beale of Teli now levied by the Company, 
es teste ‘the Bare ei ar | the date aoa ences 

sero ho Mach il be seca tat iting that the atone bt 
rapier do bord des nay ires, apis a lthode Ang 2 aetealeoat es ane 
quite erteat Pes compri dane le tonnage oficel Va acne wer, Meticienent, 


leview 
ut los 


* Report of Judgment wf Scan Teibunal of Commeree, Ostober 3, 18 
az 
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soma gern sounise & la tare” ‘This may mean, and possibly was intended to mess, 
chien sere aly ceale of gross tonnage i merely the basis, and that something is or 
may be ndded to it. : : ; ee 
Tithe mew scale of duties came into operation on the Ist of July, and, 
sth, Mr te Lescepe and M. Couette (Managing Vice-President) addresed a. letter to 
Rladers, ‘Monses And Mitchell, the London Agents of the Company, explaining it in 
the following manner -— se pe ee 
cite shipowners state that (he principles generally admitted for the levy 
taxes un ded applicable to steamships isto grant m reduction for the space occupied 
Wy the engin, the fl Be, and they vem to think that the Saee Canal Company 
Yneeforth intends levying its dues on the total capacity of the steamers, m1 
bhencefortMlowing any deduction for the engine, This idea, however, is the result of an 
a c i ive Concil in the of the 
‘ethe principle which has guided the Adminiatative Council in the adoption 
vo Le Pri wi nahjecting each ship to 6 duty of 10 fr, as offen repeated ne 
wee Ti ie capable of eatrying tons of goods--vizy in basing the levying, conformally 
wth the Actr af Concestan, on the capacity of the ahips.. ‘he Gouncil, moreover, hes 
Trundle that was necary to inctense, by 80 pee. ent. on an average the tonnage 
fasted inthe offal Triuah papers, in order to arrive clonly at possible at the 
Mat eapnclty of the ships, "Aftcrwnrds, it has admitted tht from this, total 
trae ete lowance of 25:per cent. should be conceded for the spice occupied by 
ih co? inserted in the 
nNew, If wo increase hy 80 per eent. on an average tho tonnage inser 
official Desh yapers or grows tontage, inorder to obtain the total capaclty of the oi 
tnd if we aterwnis deduct the 2 pr cet fem he wm, band in order 1 alloy 
forthe space, ocenpied by tho engine, we arrive exact ure expe 
Be ees ce et ung 
Conyac as ndopked the gross tonnage, after having found out. that the number 
CPt pressed by the gross tonnage indicated, ax exactly as ponible, and, ws 8 rule, 
o capacity to be utilized in the whips : 
the capacity He waen, in reckoning up the rosalt, that, in fact, no deduction ix 
thon take the gross tonnage at 100, adi 90 for lis assomoed defects, making 190, an 
ate ct of per cont. of 190 oF 22, and the: result will bo 9T)—tho deduction for 
cogs ne big neal ory, an bls Talaneod within 2} per cont, by the arl 
auldition of 30 per cent, = Be as 
Per cong tho precise practical result, thongl it would be the one whi 
the ee ae the latter implien The Levant ‘Times and Shipping Gazette” of 
Suly 20¢ ina artes to which Sip F Frames called atenion through Sir Ht, make 
Ty Autton, ox ey suppone the Company make it as followes— 
Fett 30 for the grow tonnage—deduet 25 per cont., making 76, and add 30, 
snaking 103, o¢ an Terese of 8 per ent onthe rom tonnage instead of any reduction 
a all,” ‘hat there Is an increase rather than, a deduction seems borne out by & eas 
a 2 by Sai, Francia, that of the“ Asintie," a veascl with a gro tonnage of 2.1304 
ci ty Mich the Company reckon dnes ax on 2,160 tons, though the inerease in this 
fhotance is wot 0 bul 2 per cent Fa 
«ot ihe ecufusion, the Company professed that they were levying 
jh ; a the ight ves wore lovied In the Bosphorus. ‘This wax proved to be 
ferroneots, ws the Bosphon ‘ies aze fered on m ted tonoage standan, by whled 
socom ofall ship, British and foreign, is reduced to the eale of British regi 
onm8ey ecomber last M, de Leseps sates in lett to iD, Tange, by whom it was 
communicated to the Adiniralty, relative to a.com mie by thal Departoent 
athe duos charged on ter Majestys ship  Bolluch ":—" Nous avons 
FT ee ae oe rgas oxcordons A tous lew steamers pawant te Canal do Suer, une 
ataleation pour lex machines et les chandidres dgale aus vingt-cing ceatiémes du tonnage 
Aefaleation paar evonnage eareyitrt Anglais indiquait exactement Je tonnage des 
Niel da nay pcroue qu'une reforms sera fait dans ce sens), nows prenirions ¢ 
aires (ck Bo tone de 28 pour cout. Mais lex Lords savent ot tous les 
sruuieastveconnsioest quae: gros tonuage enregié’ un earce Anglais doit thre 
ont “ Nera eapacite reel, Nons commengons, donc. 
eae ae eninge: nel, crest-A-dite Ia eapacté des steamers, en anginentant de 
va or cent our ros tonnage enfegistr, et mows dcfalquons ensuite 26 pour cent de 


© Thee” Ciny Artie July 9, 1872. 
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ce tonnage pour espace qu'oceupent les machines. Cotte opération produit inévitable. 
ment un tonnage égal au gros ‘enregistered' tonnage, et c'est pourquoi nous prenons ce 
70s tonnage comme base des droits & percevair, 

«Nous difions tout armatear de prouver quo son steamer n’est pas eapable de trans: 
porter dans les conditions normales un nombre de tonnes au moins égal & eclui que nous 
taxons actuellement.” 

Tt will bo observed here that M. de Lesseps, by adding 83 per cent, instead of 
90, as stated in his letter of the Sth of July, 1872, makes the supposed nett tonage, after. 
addition and substraction, approach almost exactly to the gross tonnage, e.9,, tonnage 100, 
add 38 per cent. = 1385 25 per cent. of 133 is 33] —deduet 334 from 1a3= 90]. 

last chanco of getting a positive statement of fact, Colonel Stanton was asked 
what is the seale of dues now being charged, and whether any, ani what, allowance is 
rund for engine space, and he replied, that «'10 francs per ton are eharged hy the Canal 
Company on the gross tonnage according to the British register, and 10 allow 
over is made for engine space, 

In his despateh, in extension telegram, he incloses the Raglement de 

rigation, which includes (Article 12) the Resolution of the Company of the 4th of 
larch (p. 4), by which all covered spaces not included in tho official tonnage of the 
vessel are gauged by the agents of the Company and added to the tonnage. This 
question of covered spaces is another element of complication in the ene. 

Ie therefore appears that the Canal Company have managed to make the reductions 
wholly illovory, and to levy the does on the gross (ounage absalately 


e what. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 3 
Tonnage Questions: British System. 


iter Tonnage and Gross Tonnage —In order to make the case intelligible it my 
iauraenae briefly what ix meant hy theve tor © - 
ginal measurement of ships in England appears to have been by displacement 
ied to. Newenstle eullicrs (0. Henry V, 88, Charles 11, 6 Will. wm Mary), 
ited at first to vessels loading in the ports of Northumberland and Durhain 
but was extended by 16 Geo. IIL to vouols loading coals in “othor porte of Groat 
Britain.” ‘The vomels, as before, to be “admeasured by a dend weight of i 
allowing twenty bundrodweight avolrdupolse to the ton, and marked and na 
raid to denote what quantity of coals each will earry up to the mark so set thereon,” 
ships thus measured and marked a ton register represented absolutely a fon weight, 

By 6 Geo. 1 the method of mearurement by tonnage was applied to vowels ladon 
with spirits, and by 13 Geo. ILL, ¢. 74, a rule was laid down for the meanuremont of the 
tonnage of all vowels, excepting those carrying coals and herring fshing-boats, In 
these “Acts the rough-and-ready system of ascertaining displacement hy dead weight wax 
bandoned, and a aystom of mathematical measurement of the size of the yossol 
substituted 

From this time the tonnage of a veancl meant, as it means now, the internal capacity 

1¢ ship. In short a fon ie a unit of measurement of space, counting, according to the 

ing law (the Merchant Shipping Act. 17 and 18 Viet, ¢. 104) of 100 eubie feet, and 
when the tonnage of a British vessel is spoken of it means the number of hundreds of 
cubic feet contained within the ship. 

‘Tho rules for internal meaxuroments were changed more than onco, but were rough, 
ready, and ansatisictory until 1893, In 1849 a Cominission had been appointed to 
consider them, and one of the prineipal points considered by this Comminion and by the 
Gorerament afterwards was whether the principle of measurement of space should be 
continued, or whether an attempt should be made to return to the principle of moasure- 
ment by ‘weight, ie, of the power of carrying weight, ‘The latier principle, recently 
invoked by the Suez Canal Company, was deliberately rejected, and the principle of 
‘meamring space deliberately adopted. ‘The real amendment effecie by the Commission 
of 1849 and the legislature of 1854 was to substitute accurate for insccurnte modes of 
‘measurement of internal space. 

‘The first Act for the admeasurement of steam-vesscls was in 1819 (59 Geo, III, ¢. 3) 
and provided that in estimating the tonnage a deduction should be made for engive- 


Hence came the distinction between nett register tonnage (commonly called register 
tonnage) and gross tonnage: the former being the tonnage shown on the steam-ship's 
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nd the latter the total tonnage withoat Holland, Denmark, Germany, the United States, Maly, and France have 
register after this deduction has been made, and the latter the nag hr he Bagh rca aa 
dstction is Wes S adc agora ot ed by Cee 
inrscple ot leduchng of englne-toom, provides tbat every Brith mcrehantahip skal be English rules of measurement to covered.in spaces on the upper deck amt oe ee 
Wee e ota Nee ren Tee gaa tage? ones pscerielocl ata BS saad te Imenning of the “upper deck.” andthe question of the construction of the ‘Eogln 
eovocling 1 tan raion ea es Eeneng <een Statute on these pants is now before the Courts of Law, 
‘er ropiate Oy (incwnies Moprates's Balin feet ther tatenior) Bow. ite. the. raannér Sabject to this dificalty, which mast be. met, if necessary, hy. more precise 
Te Te Ue ay iets be ama Ty, healing ee ada apace ot te [eeiasion, it may be stated that all maritime nations have adopted: or ave nopties te 
Ss) wht the eee oie Ga seen hk per Noe orale. ee ooege ot English principle and mode of meavuring the grom tonnage, and i ey be ee ee 
vessel bene) on that “nothing shall be added for  closed.in space pela granted that this principle form the basis of any international aystem of 
sirrotristed to the berthing of the crete, wiles. auah space exceeds one-twentieth of the teasuremen 
sppeopriated fo Use bertiing: af be Sree palete ats ones anevada oor teente of It is very dierent with the English registered tonnage, whieh conslite of the gross 
aerate Ut nothing stall be. added in suspect of any balding erotied fer the feanage; as abore stated, after deducting certain spucen for engine-room nol fe coe 
Sa tak pieotscers ahd spovel hls Beard of iiada” “(Seren 21.) Bowe These deductions are found to work ‘tnaatifacterly, 


i ‘They ate unfair as betwoon 
ao eae ors ay ety a Pulp and ship. They afford a motive for improper and unnatural consteuetion, they wien 
ither alterations as to deductions for ere ! 


tise to evasion, and they are different in diferent counttien. If were hoe womegde ee 
ee is that tho whole contents of the ball and pormanent the frst time to tax ships according to tonnage, there can be no doubh that gooe teenee, 
Se ae i a entde feat wal vided by, 100, «Moh piven ti ghee toraage Tatld be the standard. In Kngland, howavar, this ts impossible, because lee amreaide 
W ibc crew apace is deducted, which ‘fives tbe reghtortonnag of lin Walter the infinite number of loeal Harbour and Dock Acts; all of whieh hate biog 
of all chips an sock, to de cate of stesurabipe, 4.0 farther, deduction for, peopelling adapted to registered tonnage. 
‘hips atounage sujet in the cave of stat-ip, toa further ? Alipost all of these Acts were framed ata time when 
as exp RSP aIY cic'sibie jaesoliod Sr Gtinsn Ge pobec pre qrmonths in docks; and thes, consequently, charge the steam which only cose ke 
Paeachtraialisbahsalartee Wrypuces cueing Geriaaicces dock for a day or two ax much as the raling-vesel which occupies it for necks 
requiring sagine tote epoca so nllewed cial bs debusted ees Gn, proot ccxones of Consequently, the reduction of chargo to the steamer arixiog from seduetion of 
poling pow (and. the remainder shall be deemed to bo. the roger engine-room ix » compensation which it would he impossible to tnake otherwise 
the ship ax vhMhis deduction is calculated on a aliding-scale in the followis JVith any new enterprivn the case is diferent. ‘There would be no dillculty in 
tonnage of wich ap. deduction ‘alonting arom tonnage as a measure of taxation and it could be alopled meee oo 
aoe ff the space necessary for and solely oceupied by the Suet Canal, although it is clear that if grom tonnage. ie henceforth te be adopted 
1, ‘he actual cub iy of the 9p iPitend of rosictered tonnage, the amount of the duex ought to be retced fo ponte 
mein ool ards {itis intended to maintain the terms of the Concesion as originaly natal og? 
+3, Coal bunkers are not meaxured. Stassioa betwesn 40 x0 80 pir ott. [t-stould be mentioned that thero is no dliiculty in adapting the slanderd of gros 
<0) Wes the yaeppeces sense peedle-dsamears bet vese saounse. he Pretic of each marine nation, sinc’ the lial papers of the" sep 
Ton eee ee ele. aren ir Darema ee eciomenraed be uBGnd. 901 Der show upon the face of them the gross as well asthe togatered tonnage 
wef Where the measured. space is pa oc shore | 
Shan the space ne Lo the teantretnoat Ie 
ec, Son BO De en ee ee oa sacar le teers edd pee eal at 
ron nae, ten 32 per eet of te grow tonnage deducted, cu 
the aim Wher ike: measured apace in screw steatoers is bolow 13 Pat cant. oe above Annex to Inclosure 3 in No, 
ree ae me Bae seen Bee ee - 
memsurenient fe deducted.” eae 
rife eldkecroenle han Teen found to work uawitlsictorily, and 


concurred, by 
‘ment of gross tonnage is for the future 10 he 


en some difficulty lately in applying the 


used to remain weeks 


: ania ae ae Prevent Knglish Law (\7 & 18 Victoria, cap. 104), 
wuremeat wll be proposed to Parliament in the Forcoming, Mere ‘ z 


‘The clauses of the Bil are given below 


Measurement of Tonnage, Meant 
4 wie 20, Throughout the following rules the — 
Tonmoge Lane of France and other Countries, deck in shin wich har en 
ears to have beon ofiginally framed on a system of displace all other ships; and in earn 
Fegneh eee etd, tna Fracek takeing eae ye: Ordononsey ed feet und fractions of feet an all fractions of feet shall be expressed im teetnet 
Suont sim(lar.to that of Engin’. tre 44 hundredths. 21. The tonnage of every ship to. be rogistered, with the exceptions mentioned in 
Marino of August 1051 at 12 eubie fe was provided by the Law {he next section, ball. previous to her being rogiatered, be ascertained Uy the following 
However thi nny be, the measurement of rile, er called Rule 1; and the tonnage of every ship to which sich rule cone t& 
of the ah of November, 1897, to be on, mathematial principle a ripe, whether she Is about to be registered or not, shall be ascertained ty henna, 
balk of i ap tae vr eitea in Mloorsonts * Review of the Tavs of Tomsage’ ie thet rule — ss 
eight. ‘The Fronch rule given in Moors ‘wullipliod together and divided 
Theis measaren of length, breadth, aod depth are walt together su divided (1), Measure the length of the oi ong the upperside of the 
Copies domes cen: othe gre anna eda tonnage deck from the inside of the mmer plank (average thekness} at the 
Betray ie Eee the ngth of the Ride of the stem to the inside of the midship stern timber or plank there, as 
engin Franco, aeconling to Mr. Moorsom, the manner is the cate maybe (average thicknes), educting from this ent what dae 
ship dittored in different porta. Eat ahesy, nod Tinwic hanes to, the rake of the bow in the thickness of the deck, and what is due to the 
a ee States, Spain, Roringal, Holland, Norway. and Russi, eee Take of the ster timber in the thickness of the deck. and also what's die 
‘of measuring tho cubic bulk of tbe ship was mud Tiida aks of the stern timber in onethind of the ‘ound of the beat 
out differe : Ciena rots sed sMowina® penagth v0 taken into the number of equal parts required by the 
Wr etrqie consequence i that, though the Se eee ee tne peLaming Table, according to the class in such Muble to which the sie 
in elt eT eet ertema bees arirol at, invwsich Atcnias Tackoy, baleen 
fnevruational arrangement ce 


tonnage deck shall bo taken to te the upper 
* (lec, and to be the neond deck from below in Tomes Dr 
{zich rules into effect, all measurements sball bo taken in '**t! Decimals, 


Langtha 


aa 





rmaltiply the whole sum by one-thind of the « 
Tanux, i breads; the product will give he man horiaontal area of such spas 
e tonnage deck is according to the abore Measure ‘the mean height, and multiply by it the mean horivenlal ‘acc 
Clan» 1. Ship of which tho tonnage deck (is necoriing.& divide the product. by 100, and the quotient shall be deemed ta beaks 
Can Siinn of witch. tbe tonnage deek is according Wo the abore {engage of sacl race, aud all be add the tunage wer the tonnage 
2. Ships of which the tonnage deck i according to the shore lek, ascertained as aforesaid, subject to the following provisoea; fs at 
sangria ore 5 fet ong sa ee pati sal be ‘nel fr dol space ey Appeopratad’ 4). the 
equal parts, wdsbe) dick de atcontiog bo tha “ahora hing of the erew, unless such space excoeds one-tweutierh of the 
Case 3: Sipe Se et ocr ing aoc aok exceting 0 fet, lle tonnage ofthe ship, and in ease af such excess tho oxen a 
Tmewarement abore 1 and sccond)y, that nothing shall be added in respect of an 
fo see La ‘hich the ‘tonnage deck is according to the ners Byee fee - sae oe pamcigers snd approved by the Board of Trude. 

Wa snamurcanent above 180 feet long and not exceeding 225 feet, into tem (6) If the ship has a third deck, commonly callod a spar dock, the tonnae of the teen 
trprnent aor 10 fect go cee speared nage deck shall bo aseettalved as fellows 
al pats. 10 tonnage deck ix according to the abore Measure in feet the inside length of the space at tho middlo of its height 

Clase 8. Shi fost Tongs ta tlre equal pers from the plank at tho side of tho nm to the hing on the tinea ake 
Twat See e eee ck the roqdred deyihe ern, and divide the length into the mame number of equal parte toro whic 
Ae ichs being properly taken, tnd the teaneverse ares of nach ship to the longth of the tonnage deck is divided, as abore 
a a eet the length ax follows ;~-Mensare the dpth at cack At the middle of its height) the 
eA a em a poiut at a distance of ovestied of the round of the polite of division, also the breadth « 
polat of vison, from a point ats distance ot rat a ling atretched ia ruinber them commencing at the stom; maltiply the 
mainte are ‘of the oor timber at tho inside of huambored hreadths by foue, and. tho thied and 
continnation thereof, to the WDD the averoge thicknesa of the ceiling which odd numbered breadths (except the Brat and last) hy (wos, to 
the Timber teat sige plans and the limber strakes then if the depth at the the sum of these producta add the first and last brendths; multiply the whole 
ae ee tet dhe length do not exceed 10 fect divide cach Wepth, into im by ane-thind of the common intorval between the breadth, gui tho 
aa rte, thea mensate the inside horieootal brendth at. cach of the result Will givo in superficial feet. the mewn space; 
= dima atl also at the upper wnd lower points of tbe depth, measure the ight of such space, and multiply by it the. mou 
three points of divi ment to the average thickness of that part of the horizontal ares, and the product will be the cubical contents of the space ; 
extending. cat Micon the points of measurement; number these breadths #€ by 100, and the quotiont shall be deemed to te the 
criling which Ie botwsvering ihe upper breadth 1, amd 10 on down to the mao of ouch ypace, and shall be added Co the ather tonnage of tho shin 
from above ry numaberng the upper breadth} and 99 00, hy aucertained as nforentid; and if the ship has more than thee decha whe 
lowest Ieadth) multiply the ae y Ge OF gat apace Detwcon decks ‘aon the tonnage deck sll be 
eT rie semen severally ascertained in manner above described, and shall be gid to the 
= fect, divide each depth into six 29, Ships wh ‘ 
7, as bofore diteeted, the horizontal 22, Ships which, requiring to be measared for any purpose other than registry, bave Rous 1 
Le Leeper isa ieee poise cargo om bi hich, equi fo be meeeed oe thee Ease 
Dhonddha ab the five p ais a a Ura ee ee fatsot bo mensared by the rule’ above given, sll he measured by the following vu, Yi wt 
I iuh bg fou, acd che third aud fh by two; dd dhese products se maalled Side I 
ois to thee suey adi the first beeaddth and th pereath; maliply the 
Mamtty thus obtained Dy opethird of the coumun Inter 
Broad and the prt sal be decal a on ofthe 
9.) Having tho obtained the taneerse arn a cach pot of dviain of the length 
0) Tie ship, as required by the shore Table, proceed to aacertan the 
ignored tonnage ofthe ship Inthe fllowing manner —Number the areag 
eecvaely Trae, Ke, No. t being atthe extreme, Timit of the length at 
ser Bat a exe in he gh min ery 
then whether tho length be divided according to the ‘able into four oF 
tet at i an, ay a ee ee 
Chasen"2:3; ond. 4, mullply the seeond and every even numbered Area 
four, and the third and every odd numbered area (exc id. las 
Hy twos adi then products together, and to tho sum yy oe-thinl of 
‘eld ano’: mltipty the quantity thus obtained by one-thin! of 
the eadgnon interval between the areas. a este his product Gy ane 
conto te Peat ing th tonne une te tonnage deok al be @k 
ta a istister tonnage of the ship, subject to the additions an iti 
Jeqmed to be th register tonnag ividinw the product by 100, 
deduction barinaer meotioNe aber permanent clowe.in space on the Fainedsball'be deemed to bg the dousage oF ack 

AE there Allie or eargo or ator or for tho Dering OF acconme- abject to the deduction for a closed-in space appropriated 

tof crow, the tonnage of such space shall ascertained a8 . entioned in Rale ¥, be added to the tonnage Of the ship 
follows :—Monsure the internal mes a length ee Legheol aaa ascertained as aforesaid, 

itinto, two equal parts: Mvand and the other at the middle of the length 25. In every ship propelled by stea 
treadtiy ye nuns of the end breadihs add four times the middle breadth, and allowance shall be made'for the xpace ve 


common interval botween the 


— more dec 


= ae direoted ; moneure (also 
do breadth of ite space at each of the 
tho stom and the breadth at the ster 


{a these products together, and to the sum aiid first breadth and the tonnage of each spaco 
two; add these products together, 


sequal 


(1) Measure the length on the upper 
together, the atem to the aftside of the stern post, de 
betncen the afte of the stern pent Sete 
leogth point whore the counter plank eto 
he hip to the oulideot 


de of the outor plank wt 
ie therofiom the distance 
torn post at the 
its measure also tho greatest breadth tiyadhe 
onter planking or wales, and then, having 
first marked on the outside of the ship on both sides thereof the height of 
the upper deck at the ship's sides, girt the ship at the greatest broadth ina 
direction perpendicalar to the keel from the helght so marked on the outside 
hip on the one side to the height 90 matked on the other alde hy 
‘chain under the keel; to half tho girth thus taken ald half the 
tain breadth ; square the sum; multiply tho result by the Jevgth of the ship 
taken ns aforénaid 5 then multiply this product hy the factor 0018 ‘cightacn 
Lon-thowsandths) in the case of shipn built of wood, and by “0021 (tne 
en-thousavsths) in the ease of whips built of iron 
deemed the register tonnage of the ship, subj 
ions hereinafter mentioned. 
be 1 break, a poop, or othor closed 
tonnage of such space shall ho ascortained by 
length, breadth, and depth of such space, ad di 
and the quotient 40. ob 


nyt 


Girting ofthe ship 


il the product shall be 
to the additions. and 


space on the upper dock, the 
ulliplying: together th 


ap and og ae 
sii en upper deck, 
eer Antion of passenger 


or other power requiring engine room, an Reve Tit 
cupiod by the propelling power, and the amount yy, —— 





To bo rateable in 
onligary ster. 


May bw measure 
wh 

Wwnully Large oF 
tinal: 


Hymlty he 
carrying 
teh ape 


Open ships how 


monured 
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ip ascertained os aforesaid, 


so allowed shall be deducted from the gross tonnage of the 
f such ship; and such 


3a the remainder shall be deemed to be the register tonnage of 
eduction shall be estimated as follows (that is to say 
eannds ships propelled by paddle-wbeels in which the tonnage of the space 
rand necessary for the proper working of, the boilers and mac! i 
ct cent, and under thirty per cent of the gross tonnage 
ane ment AT be thirty-seven one-humdredths of such gross tonnage; and in #8 
rapalled by sere, in which tbe tonnage of auch space is above thirteen pet Cor 
Petron, per cant. of auch gross tonnage, such deduction shall he thirty-two one 
hundredths of such gross tonnage. 
re. regard all other ships, the deduction shal, ifthe Commissioners of Crstorms 
and (eo chnere both agrea thereto, be estimated in the same manner; but cither they. oF 
Mir ot hee discretion, require the pace to be meanured, and the deduction 
te ay accordingly : and whenever sueh meavurement js vo required, the deduction 
cational, eer, voonnge of the space netually occupied by, ot required Lo he inclosed 
Teale proper working of the boilers and snachinery, with the adition, in the tose of 
Arion propelled. by paiddle-wheels, of one half and im the cave of ships propelled by 
wipe Mf ahreo fourths of the tonnage of auch space s and the measurement and use of 
pace shall be governed by the followin (uhnt is to say) — 


solely oveupie 
above twenty 


(1) Meanure the mean depth of the space from its crown te the eviling at, the 
Tra uieake, tnearure ulso three, oF, Kf necessary, more than three Dreadtbs 
TP ike apace at the middle of tx depth, taking: one of such measurements 

tench end, and another at the middle of the length ; take the mean. of such 
{ach the; measure also the mean length of the space between the foremost 
ial aftermost bulkheads, or Kinita of ite length, excluding such parts, if any, 
a aarvot actually ocenpied by, oF required for the proper working of, ti 

ny milly togeter these three dimensions of length, breadth, and 
nth ata Une petduct will be the cubical contents of the pace below the 
<lapth atten fiat the eubieal contents of the xpnce of apaces, if any, abore 
Gros eaforenaid, which aro framed in for the machinery, or for the 
ainiaion of Tight nod. alr, by ltiplying tozether the length, breathy and 
tlepth thereof; ad such contents to the cubical contents of the wpace below 


Tera any alvide the atin by 100, and the result shall be deemed to be the 


tonnage of the said spree. F s 
(2) Ic many ship, in which the space aforesaid is to be measured, the engi and 


{any ati cuted in separate compartments, the contents of each shall bo 
toi cd soveraly in lke manner, according to the above Rales, and tbe war 
rine erral revolts shall be deenved to be the tonnage of the sald space. 
0) eee eror erew steamers in which the space aforesid is to be mensared, 
A rata of tho abatt trunk shall be added to and deemed to form part of 
aoe eoces ond shall be ascertained by multiplying together the mean length, 
viths nnd depth of the trunk, and dividing the product by 100 
44) Ifyin ang ship in which the apace aforesaid is to be measared, 9 alteration be 
ey nthe Tenth or capacity of such space, or Wf any enbine be fitted in 
mand space, sich ahip sball be deemed to be a ship not registered wontil 
ro measures 


Be aeetity in which the space aforesaid is to be mensored, any goods or 
18) Tein aay redo eatied ia ‘the master and owner shall eack be 
Tiable to a pe red pound, 


4. Tn ascertaining the tonmage of open ships, the veper ge of the Sie 
to form tho buandaey line of measurement. and the dept abel be taken from ai 
aaaare enatented Tom upper edge to upper edge of the sak strake at each division of 


the length, 
1, The following val 


es shall be observed with respect to accommodation on board 
British ships: (that is to say,) 


1.) Every place in any ship oceupied by 
(4) ery place i ang ie for every such seaman oc apprentice a space of not 


seamen or apprentices, and appropriated 


10 an eeventy-two ubic feet, and of not less than twelve superficial feck 


fheaaired on the deck or floor of such place 
(2) Brery such place shall be such as to make the space aforesaid availble for the 
rgpur adcommodation of the men who are to occupy it shall be securely 
ort eted, properly lighted and ventilated, properly protected from weather 


and sea, and as f 
and se, far as practicable pro 
anh tines as aforesaid shall be deemed to bo such as 4 i 
cation from ered tonnes, wader the porn renter ot 
pei ores there is oF are in the ship one or more propery contracted 
the crew; such privy or privies to be of ach 


number and of such construction as may . irreyor herein. 
as © approved by the Surveyor herein. 


(4) Every 
"3 space shall, whenever th 
inspected Tyrone cr menenerer the ship is registered oF ro-regi 
Pa a re othe Surveyors eppolned by the Hoard of Trade aides 
Fy se, Bencipal Act, who sal, if satiated Unt the aot nal 
corincnte to that eefted iy this At, give tothe Collectar of Custom H 
syne tel ae 
-) No such deduction from tonnage as aforesai : 
cena yom tonnage ws aforesaid shall bo anthorined uns 
sano cut nea, and clin pine om or oer te dures ok 
to accomodate in tc aeg the umber of men whi Hts comttusted 
to ace re words“ Certtied to accommodate Ste 


stores oF goods i 
a aso fumth of any kind, not being 
po ay concerning any such pce as afore 
sepeitegby the Board of Tene tay iopect ach, 
cA of thie Act with respect to 
ie Shay ft sn 
and the dedactionairwaidin rnpct af ee 
; of space 
al be certed ly ach Surveyor, or by tome olber Sura 
the Herd of Tanda, thatthe provisions of the het in nope of ee 
(S.) If any such place in any xh omer eet 


‘0 of tho Surveyor 
and if be tds that 
ne ars nt com 

ns at the port where 
trad tonnage shal Weraltered 
isallowed, unede and uni it 


Cima not kept free from 
master shall be deemed to"be'as om Roads and Moros ws afore, 
ball for every such 


failure to ¢0 
comply with the 

searoan lodged i such pace! the num nf 90 nine 
Satna lodge in such place the wa oon i een tor tevirene 
pooke at made to him by any: two ot moro of stich seamen dusing wih ne, 
Fear oF sore not being the persoual property of the tay we eae ny 

(0) If in any other respect the : Eee cs 
rospect to any such place 
incar a penalty not exceedin 


provisions of this seetion are 

any ship, the owner shall 

ilure to comply with the provision 
twenty pounds, 


Hot observed with 
doomed to be in 
of this scetion 


Ef (By 
Ruurs ror a 
& MEASUREMENT OF TONNAGH PROPOMED 1 


‘Ceti New Menonasr Saxvixe 


Mectorement of 6 

ment of Ship and Tomaye 

pa anes ce ister tonnage of every ship shall be 

ra. tents in cubic feet of the bull af the sip: ea 
aiiy deck, and all cove ro nage 

oe lie of k patoengees, n 

for that purpose by the Rosnd of Trade 

for that pape by ihe and oT 

in the manner spaced ithe sei 


deamed to be one h 

mle neiing tects wih 

oat ealonvely Uo thir we an aca 
he contents of such mpaces shall be detained 


1 ie mae pe ns contained Tn the cl 
efor a this Act soc reguatona oso ara A 


frown time to time be alt 
ie be altered by the Commissioners uf Can 
Pat of Trade and the regulations for tho. tine ‘tng in oe toghtne ae 
na of thie ig to tonnage, are in this Act referred Soa te eae 
© tonnage 
fess fonnace of sling ships sal be deemed toe the _ 
Hiss the space occupied Iiy seamen and apprentices and 
saat tonnage, of ships wropelid ‘by por 
to be the gross register tonnare a 
13 
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fl i ind apprentices, and appropriated to 
above described, leas the space oceupied by seamen and apprentices, an t 
helt ure indie lax Oo eewaa eon follwing, Uist fo my, in the, etn of she 
propelled by paddle-wheels the space occupied by the engine-room, together with o 
SiP ot such poem n't tha case pe propel by sero the space occoied by the 
engine-oom, together with three-fourths of wh space. Provided as folows:— 
CL) No deduction shall be made on account of any crow space unless 4 survesur 
‘appointed by the Board of Trad has crtifel that the regulations respecting 
Sirew spaces forthe time being in force under the Merebant Shipping ale 
(Master and Seamen Act), 1872, have been complied with in respect of sae 
na dodieti f ces shall not excoed the rate of five tons 
2.) The deductions on account of crew spaces shall not excce 
ee erer peaten trol longue ne “hips grow topvter tonnage: amd, 
(3) The deduct ceount of engine spaces shall not exceed one-balf of the 
“ship's gross register Loonage, é ee 
‘Tho contents of the sakt erow ypaces and engine spaces shall be determived in th 
manner spocified in the tonnage regulations of this Act, 


©. 
Fraxow Sterns, 


Rapport aw Prisdent dela Ripabline Brongite vr Te Jougrage dex Biients du 


MR nai les pays, & des tases qui se 
BS naviros do commerce pont soumnis, dans presque tous lex 
perglvent tateta Ta tonnage eee de tes naive ceot-edire Taps Te nealat de 
cur jougeago par lox Agents de I'Etats = 
ea eereres anoles da tonnens de rer ext x6 par TOnlonanee de Marine 
tls dant LOL 412 pds cubes corcspondant dan Ie sattne metriqn 4 1 dire 
cae et 44 center, la mihie de jungeage que Ix Douane Francaive epligue 
romonte dln lol dh 13 Niwa anit. La formule on avait é donnée par le gdométre 
Hagen, et cle exprinait dans Ia mesure 00 cet apriations sont pow 
ux de marchnndines gue ls navies étaient prsumés pouvoir pr 
Mais antes pays ayant adopé des més moins exactes, on 
eux. LOrdonnance du 18 ne, 807, qu fit rage aout dat, dan 
mage offical, Tl équivalait avant cette Ordonnance aux thule 
evo deepal dn aavion i'ma teen eps 137, quun eu Pn 
i ea ta alfa. Che a he 
tonneau cemmnereal de fet ext compte habitulanent you Ba eds ces were 
s), Féponiant eh moyenne, A teb-pou pets, on tonneau de 42 et 
Angles) cetutes Duco i lange oficale Anglais, le tonnean ext cals raion 
e100 pieds cubes. On Iii assigne ainsi umn volume. presque double da tonnew 
sacs ngs ihe Pa ol ie mn de 
font pacter la taxe qu iran de capaci: totale de 
clés peatiques diftrent essenticllement, Ta méthode ue in 
roe tee ee a eta 
etal ei cea et cena a eee fee 
dee tonoets ortloanel au volaune ecu? des navisea” Quand tl agit des dec 
ealoulo cos déductions dapris lexpa motu ibpiaces an 
que la méthode Frangaine hs a Epler 
Ba mes Se ae tates ee eos Schone 
ores ols pris Tavis d'une, Comission Specialy i peel sree mes coligees saz 
Dee Aine mea ea acl cena eee 
so eri, ek earn el cane 
Simm pour elle une focontestable utili. Lindustric maritime est essentiellement, eb 
eee ee oscar ta 
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Pays. Il Ini importe beancoup que, partout et pour tous les pavillons, Io 
tonnage soientpereas days les mimes erementy 

UAnticle 6 dela Loi du 5 Juillet, 1856, donneau Gouvernement Ia fueulté de modifier 
{ee.métbodes de jaugeage. En vertu de ect Article, jai préparé un déeret que jae 
Vhonneor, Mle Président, de soumettre & votre signature, Il preset Templot de in 
méthode Anglaise, sous In condition que lex mesures seront_ prises d'apris le aysteme 
métrique. Les trois dimensions des navires seront exprimées en mtres et fraction de 
mitre, ct le produit sera divisé par 2 métres cubes 83 contiémes, qui correspondent a 100 
pieds enbes Anglais, 

a mise 4 exéention du Décret est fixe au 1 Juin prochain, Co aglai sulita pour 


2, dans tous les ports, les douanes soient ea mesure d'appliquer los nouveaus. procidés 
le jaugeage, 


droits. de 


Veuillox, Se. 

Le Ministre de I'Agriculture et du Commerce, 
(Bizné) E, TRISSERENC DE: BOR. 

Vermilier, 24 Décenbre, 1872 


Déeret qui preverit Vemploi, & dater du 3 Juin, 1873, de la méthode 


Anglaise de jaugenye, 
[Extrait da “Journal Oficiel” du 28 Décembre, 1$72.] 

LE, Présidént de la République Francaio, 

Sar le rapport da Ministre de | Agriculture ot du Commerco, 

Va TArticle 6 de la Loi du 5 Juillet, 1836, portant: * Lo mode do jangeago presorit 
var la Loi du 12 Nivise, an, pra dro wnodihs par des Ondonnances Royalen;" 

Décrite: 

Article 1. Les navires de commerce seront jaugé da 
Angloterre en vertu de I'Aeto du 10 Ant, 1854, 

Tavs dlinensions servant au calcul du tonnage seront exprimées on metros ot fractions 
Aécimales du mdtre, Leur produit sera divisé par 2 matres cubos 83 centitincs 


ce nombre des tonneaux obtenus sera gravé au ciscau sur los faces, avant ot arritee, 
du maitre-baa. 


Les dis 
1 Juin prochain 


‘Tout navire qui sera construit postéricurvment A cotte date deven Otre soumis aux 
opérations da jausoa 


He avant qu‘aucune eloison ou qu'auoun compartment ait été Gtabll 
A Vintériour de la eale, 


In mémo date, os naviros composant Voffectif actuel do la marine 
errant, an far ot 8 imerare de leur retoor en Franc, ct apr leur entier 
it, dire laissés vides pendant le délai nécessaire pour lo jaugenge, sane que 

toutefols co délai dolve dépuwer Hult jour, ; ee ; 

ou consignataires soront tenux de faire 
ulages nécooaires pour lo mosurage des dimensions dex navires. 
Art. 3. Le Ministre de l'Agricalture et du Commerce, ot lo Ministto des Finances, 


sont chars, oh ene le Vexéeution du présent Déeret. 
Fait d Vernailles, le 24 Décembo, 1872, 


pres Ja méthode appliquce en 


ispositions du présent Décrot recevront Jour oxéeation A dator du 


(Bigné A. THIERS, 
Par le Président de la République 


Le Ministre de V Agriculture ot duu Commerog, 
(Bigné) B, Trssseuexe x Bow. 
Le Ministre des Finances, 
(Signs) Lox Bar, 


(Dy 


Exrnacr rkom New Rroviatios ror amaswiayo 


‘ToxNagn or Gunaan Suirs, 
paren Juux 5, 1872, 


V. The Deductions from the Grose Capacity 


§ 15. IN all ships the amount of the spaces entirely and exclusively serving for 
the use of the crew are to be deducted, according to their measured extent, from the 


gross capacity of the ship, but never to's greater extent than to the twentieth part 
thereof. 
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said sqnces. 
‘The directions given in § 11 are to serve for the measurement of the said spaces 
Hrlpaeng thet coir vee say oer poet etcially duce 
tents of the spaces wetwally occupied by the engine and the ste tal 
sepatsled foe (hoes working there a cia the leased ye of each ep 
cently Stte so arrange: coal can be shot 
Son tha tmatnta ito Mie, expe toes areitoyhe detect, scciting to the 
Tread extent of such, apacos fons the, gross capacity of the abip, but ne 
Be te ee a ears Geary Te os the contents of al 
pins Bella, aod oal speeas are to be dodacted without red is the af of 
Nene ae cis of tbe ieheps provided: those spates, eotrespond: with 
atained in the graph of this sectio 
Conta jovatenmers tbe ice taken tp hy the sbaf-trunk alo belongy to those spaces 
bed In the raph of this section = 
dase phe Tollowtag aretha regulations for the measurement of the ypces men 
iene eon ngine-room, including tho coal receptacles arranged as 
* dro istsbe manure "Thon ties crosses ret be messed, 
tsconlance withthe digceions In #7, tothe height of the dak the eagine room, of 
of tho deck iismediately over the ongine-room, cro-seion at each extreme ot 
3 the int, and ue crosesetion i th mile there. “To the mum of the two end 
‘ross sections is to bo added four times the middle eross-scetion, ani oe al ike 
tuultiplied by a third of tho common distance between the erom-sections. 
gives the contents ofthe space in question, sgn 2 
Fret ue dock over the engine room, mestioned in No, 1, (snot the gers eek 
ofthe ship, then the contents of the nce etree the deck enly metres the 
criost deck, Ifsuch space is separated for the engine oF fo i 
EEMair ave to be mreeriteedity malyog th wea engi mea beady and mean 
depth by each other, Tho contents of this space is then to be ed 1 the Content of 
the rest of the engine space. The sa tobe done tn toga to 
A cles, fxod as bofote deseribes, which go through two decks. 
Seal ene ica ine remoting re tee contsecpiacis ae I independent 
stents, dhe they are 40 bo meaared separately i te manner sated it Now 
Soya pmo ihe spacor thereof is to be taken ax the contents of the whol 
aera cal contents of the space taken up by the shaft-teunk in 
oes angth, mean breath, wid mens depth of he trunk are t0 be 
mae aes i vimeasorement thereof have been 
1, If those spaces of a ship, which at the admen: it ae 
dedutiod foo th grins capacity, shouldbe afterwards wed others tha roid in 
8 10 and 16, they must bemuetntely add to the not capacity ofthe sip. Whether 
5 ie admeasarersent of tie ship is boceesary for thle purpose or Ho, is to be del 
by the moanuring authority. 


C3) 
Allowance for Enyine Room in Steamers on the Danube, 


IY, ‘The allowance to be made for the space ocoupied by engine-room and coal space 

be ontimat follows (that is to say) : bs edad cc. 
the fibene daile it of the tonnae of the re ron ate 
Mo foc facto perce threo! theese of wip prop 
Nestle ci sa Se te pete pide 
wheels: Provided that, exec in the nae of steamers eee 
scocnl of mapoceress mal pl space together, shall a excel eal af 

iota ye shy he measurement of such y 
ee nae Manion iiss (that is to say), &c.:—(Rule 1V of Tonnage 
\dmeasuremont Rules) 
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Tnclosure 4 in No, $82, 


Views of Her Mojesty's Government, 


ay 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Bltiot. 


nest P Foreign Offce, August 31, 1872, 
YOUR Excellency, ia your despatch, Commercial, Nov of the Pit Jay, stated that 
Gx, Porte was disposed to consider that, under the Firman of Congestion, he Se eat 
Company would ‘be entitled to change’ dues on the aotual. gross tonnage of the ships 
jmcribed in the books, making the sume allowance for engines and coal been fixed 
by the Danube Commission, amounting to 24 per cent. off the gro Tonnage of worew 
steamers, and to 37 per cent, for paddle-wheel steamers, 
‘The Porte, however, appeared to invite the opinion of Her 
before finally assenting to the proposed measure. 
Mee Majesty's Government would probably not h 
the caloulation of tonnage on the Suex Canal the pri 
It Is to be observed, however, in the first i 
the rule now in force on the Danube, 


The role now in force on the Danube is that contained in the Accompanying printed 


Majesty's Government 


objected to adopt as applicable to 
es established on the Danube, 
tance, that the rule quoted above ik wot 


‘The effect i that the engine-room is measured, and to tho space thus obtained, 50 per 
Suthereot in the case of paddle steumets, and 73 yer cout, in the eas ef screws, ji 
added to make up the whole deduction for engine and coal space, 

Tels tobe observed io the pent place, that the course which the Suez 
Propose to adopt is very different from any course which ever hie, hear 
‘pursued on the Danube. 

‘The procons by which the Buex Cunal Company propose to arrive at the amount of 


wegeable with duty, is stated in the published letter of the Co, pany of 
ly, In the following tary — p of the Company of the 


‘The principlo which has guided the Administrative Council iy the adoption of the 
thip is copubie of ar it Rublecting cvoh ship to m duty of 10 tr as often repented oo the 
ip i copable of carrying tour of goods vias in basing the levying coviorseah cine the 
{te.of Concession on the capacity of the ships. Tho Council, moretton hee eed ee tee 
ial Beal ee inTease by 0 jee cent, on wa average, the toniego inserted ty ont 
cial British paper, in order to arrive ax closely as ponsiile at the weet copncity of the 
thins: Afterwards it bas admitted that trom this total tonnage an alienone } 26 per 
Cent. should be conceded for the space occupied by the engine Now, if we 
by 80 pee cent. on on average the tonnage inserted. In the oft 
{onnage, in order to obtain the total capacity of the hip, abd If 
26 pet cont. from the sum obtained, in order to allow fey the pace occupied by the engine, 
Purpeee of cae tigeatt®, gure expressed by the grow tonnage. It ia thereon hee wee 
Furpere of simplification thot the Company has adopted the gross tonnner: cite having 
Fomibie lat the amber of too expressed by the gross tonnage indlontal us earn oS 
possible, and, as a rule, the capacity: to be utilized in th ahipa."* ? 
The terms of the Concession applicable to the matter in hand, 
Company authority to levy dues, restrict it as follow se 
De ne pas excéder, pour le droit spéeial de navigation, le chilfre 
do capacité des navires et par t&te de pasanger," 
scording to the above statement, that the Company 
Fated ea octah gross toneage is urived at as an accurate tnode of momureuert cd te, 
internal copecity io apace of & ship; that they take the number of temas | 
fReasurement; that they then add 30 per cent, to this number and thon deduct from it 
Ae Pet cent. for engine-room. The ultimate rewul is to give u number oh tere vory near to 
fhe gross Brush tonnage; «. , suppose a ship to measure, by Lith rose Mens retent, 
190, ait the Company would add 30, making 180, and would then deduct onetrenne of 
180, siz» 2}, leaving the nurober of tons on which the dues are charged, 97), 


be ns HOES OF Feasoning by which the Company have amived at this radi come to 


Canal Company 
fore, oF 


Afterwards we deduct the 


while giving the 
Muaxienum dea 10 fe. 


accept the process 


Ban * See Suto Papers vol. v, p. 979, sec. wvil. 
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‘They assume that the word “ton,” as used in their concession, is a word which is to 
be construed according fo international usage ; and they further assume that, according to 
this usnge, it has @ certain meaning, viz, that fraction of the intemal capacity of @ ship 
hich is able to sustain a ton of weight; in other words, that the agzrezate tonniage is equal 
Yo the number of tons in weight which the whole internal capacity of a ship is able to 
cary. 

“The Company appent further to allege that i onder to bring the gros British tonnage 
‘up to this standard, itis necessary to add 30 per cent. to it; and having added this, they 
then deduct 25 per cent, for engine-room, 

‘This reasoning seems to Her Majesty's Government to be founded on an entire 
‘misapprehension of the meaning of " tonnage,” as at present known to the maritime 
‘world, and to Jead to consequences which would render impracticable that which Her 
Majesty's Government regards us a moat desirable object, viz., the assimilation of the 
tonnage Laws of different countriex. 

Tn Englaod, and, «0. far as Her Majesty's Government are 
countries, the ton, a applied to the measurement of ships, whatever its ori 
boon, has Jong been ximply an uoit of space. 

‘All iden of recurring to the capacity for carrying weight ms a standard by which to 
detertuine it has Tong been abonidoned in practice: and in 1863, when the prosent British 
system of measurement was adopted, the possitility of recurring to fuck w standard fad 
teen carefully considered by a specially qualified Comunission ; and after having been 
deliberately rejected by them, was also rejected by Parliament, Nor is such a standard 
adopted by any other nation, 

‘Under these circumstances, it nppears to Fler Majesty's Goverament that this standard 
cannot propetly be made uso of for determining the meaning of the word * tonneau” ja the 
Ever Chnal Concewlon: and that to attempt to make uso of it for stich purposes must 
must load to farther difficulties. 

Her Majesty's Govertiment make these observations on the sssumption that the 
construction they have placed on the acts and statements of the Company is the correct 
‘one, But they are led by the following considerations to doubt whether the Company are 
ot in realty’ changing still, more than 10 ff. per gross Bali ton. At page 9) of 
MM, Monsette’ Note Complémentaire™ the gros tonnage of the “Asiatic” is stated ax 


2,121, whilst the tonnage to be charged ix atated as 2,160,—a difference which, however 


swall, shows that the Company assume a right of exceeding the Kngliah grow tonnage, 
‘And, again, ithe published Report (* Bulletin Décadaire”) of the 2nd Angt 1872 te 
shown that the netual receipts. frow thirty-four abips which passed the Ci 

21st to the Slat July exeneded the receipts which the net tonnage would 

{per eonty-—an excess which appears to. be more than the mere difference between gross 
‘and niet British tonnage would account for. ‘These facts make it very necessary that full 
explanations should be given of the course which the Company are really pursuing, 

"AL the satne tine, Her Majesty's Goverament are aware of the financial dithoultios of 
the Company, and wish to ace Liberal and fair interpretation put on the concession made 
to them. 

‘Tey ar also aware of the dfclties and Inequalities ese ty the deductions for 
engine-room, &e, it the Bnglish net tonnage, and by the differing systems of different 
tutions. Putting aside the question of amount, and patting aside alo the question of 
the meaning of the concession, Hor Majesty's Government in this ease, ns well as in that 
of the Danube and in other similar eases, would, as at preseot advised, be disposed to look 
favourably on the adoption of the gyoss British tonnage ns the best standard of taxation, 
Tut they express no Anal or positive opinion on this point, more expecially wheo it is 
considered that passenger ships of igh power and troop-ships would, according ro that 
Standard, have to pay far more in proportion to other ships than they now do, whilst they 
hhave also under the present concession to yey a tax of 10 fe per passenger; or, in 
other words, they have, unlike other ships to pay for the cango they carry as well as for 
tho space it cecuples, 

Til less can Bler Majesty's Government admit that! the Company have, under the 
terme of thelr concession, the right to charge 10 ff = ton upon the English gross 
Tonnage without deduction; or that, lookiag to the financial position of the Company, such 
@ charge would be fair and reasonable. e 

arlor these circumstances Her Majesty’s Government desire to know— 

Tot, Wut is the exact charge now made by the Company, and upon what grounds is 
it based 

ad. What nthe meanog of the words “tonneau de eapacité des navires™ contained 
in the concession. 
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Sg. By what authority that menting is tobe determine. 
If the meaning is uncertain, what limit of taxation it is just and expedi 
adopt, having rand to the maitesance of dhe Cons and hx ome 
interes of the shipowners on the one hand, aod of the creditors an shareholders om the 

Ete a pay teres French and ares Governments take in the matter. 

the solution of these questions will depend in n great degree the course 
mately ten by Hee Mejotys Goverment maneenane ees pe 
vehat Nth te information at present befine them, it appears very dificult to determine 
ante pe cs 0 which, according to the: Gace the Company are a led 
foster The hrm “cpa dey navi * mar, so fare the words 0 ea eter 
" ing. weight,” “capacity in bulle or size," "opacity. for carey 

freight-carning cargo: that is, capacity in size, after deduoting for engluo-room and ceows 


Again, the word “ tounesu” (there bein 
Agu, the mw” (there being no Bzyption or Turkish tonnage) mu 
tmcn ete the Haglih or the Pent, or anyother atonal tp, oF ne o these toe in 
acre nea s nae ‘and another int the ease of ships of another nation ; 
Hee Majesty's Govert 
under which the concession wi of the fr 
Braden opr e pte a acerca ease 
struction they puto the ‘concession. o by what arguments they defend that construction, 
aan y what is the meaning of the concession, or even whether it ix or is not 
~~ : a certainty to determine its meaning. If upoa examination, it should be 
found wot to be clear what was the meaning of the eoncemion, it will be neccanry to 
Bide further important quentions, namely, what was the probable intention of the 
ryptian Government and the concessionnaires, shat is the best and fairest standard of 
mearurement, anid what it is faie and right, under all tho circumstances, that the Company 
should be entitled to exact, f Pam 
ave Ap oR the aandard of measurement and vf taxation Her Majoty’s Government 
oe intionat 4 u “% case, ax in that of the Danube, that there ix much to be said 
Herons soni md ce h fo tonnage without deductions, But if that were done 
ace of pasenger-ships un of tronpshipa would deverveapedal consideration, 
mum the farther question what, supposing such a standard tobe adopted, i the maxi 
bedi ian My ought to be allowed wo. matter ‘of justice to exact, it ix 
Scns Y'* Government form an op without knowit Ww exuet 
fan postin of kin Company then fo ll sue hele debs and the 
on them, their current expenditure, the 0 cl si 
Peemanent improvements, and thelt papain. Se eT Ste 
lor these circumstances Her Majesty's Goverament can at pre 
Hep ther by objing tthe gay ono of te de ow Tee orb aay 
the legality and jute of howe dns avd they reserve thee eatre treed of 
pth Ute ot tay possession Information on the various points above 
monly ison I have acerained the view taken of them by the maritime Powers 
further question of great importance has bee ine 
its whether asoming an ston tobe. bought bya shipowtar agus Copan 
dues allege to be illegally levied, the jurisdiction to decile this question li 
French Consul or with the Fayption Courts. 1t appears thot. whit the Company assert, 
Hs amertion ad tat the Penh Goversect haga bens ely so ae een 
j and that the French Government hace hitherto only #0 far supported 
Company as to express aan opinion that matters ahould be left in ait quo Seay Sry 
the rat = aes jovernment can entertain no doubt that the Egyptian Government ay 
the right an shoul be supported. If the Company is, for tho purpose of juriadiotion, to 
bes treated as French and not as Fgyptian, not only wil the ulimate dession of all es. 
fons to duc retin the bande af one Buropea nation to the exclusion ofall others, 
fut the Canal wll in efet core to be Hayptian or Turkish, and boone Prob, Ici 
les to pint out the dllcalties to which such a sate of things would give se. 
oe recta lich, as at present advised, Her Majesty's Governient have 
i et anoot tse right of the Company to place their own construction on th 
ey cannot admit the assumptions and process by which the C 
t TD pa the Cor 
have arrived at the meaning they plage on the word" tonseau. pe ala 
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‘They are of opinion that the Ezyptian Government should be supported in maintain 
ing that the Company is for the purposes of jurisdiction Egyptian, and not French. 

‘They are disposed to think that as a general principle British gross tonnage is the best. 
standard for taxation of this description. But the adoption of such a standard, would in 
their opinion, make it necessary to consider particalar cases, and they cannot without 
further infration express an option on the meaning of the coneeaion or on the amount 
° ich the Company ought in justice to lev 5g : 
mtorr roby Ul Uapiioge eenipne copy of ts Sepak to the Turkish 
Government with reference to the statement in your Commercial despatch No. 31 of the 
Eth July, that the Porte were inclined to apply to the Suez Canal the system enforced on 
the Danube, and you will invite their early attention to the matter, and request at the 

that no sanction maybe given to the system now announced by the Company, 
ld prejudge the question at issue. 

Talall ueniah Her Maesty's Agent and Consul-General in Fgypt with» copy of this 
despatch, wth insrtions to commanicae it to the Bgyptian Government. and in, the 
meanwhile to recommend that the new duties, if exacted, should be paid by British ship- 

only under protest. 
soit tall uso coomranicate the despatch to the priscipal marine Powers, and invite 
their opinion upon it, with the view, it possible, of common action in the matter. 
Tain, &e, 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


@ 
Earl Grancille to Sir H. Blliot 


Forcign Office, Merch 3, 1873. 

HER Majesty's Government have had under their consideration your Excellency’s 
despatehes relating to the Suez Canal dues, and have caused a careful inquiry to be made 
Sy this Department and the Board of Troe Into the whole subjects 

‘Ax L oformed you in my despatch of the txt of August, Hor Majesty 
wish, to see n liberal ind fi interpretation put apon the Concession made to the Company, 
tnd it is in thie spirit that they have giver. the mattce their best attention. FE 

Tn your despatch of the 20th ultimo, you state that the insteuctions given to you in 
my despatch of the 6th of December with regned t0 the propos of « Conference, which 
Her Majesty's Government tind been iaformed by you it was the intention of the ‘Turkish 
Government to make, eat further than had been contemplated by that Government, and 
that you were convineed that the Morte hod no intention of inviting foreign Governments 
to pronounce authoritatively upon the extent of the duce to be levied. 

In my above-mentioned despatch, whieh wns communicated to the Governments of 
‘other maritime Powers, Chai stated that Her Majesty's Government are prepared to take 

wrt in m Conference of tho maritime Powers interested in the question with @ view to 
bringing about an agreement as to the nature und extect of the dacs to be levied by the 
Svce Canal Company under the terms of the Act of Concession, ax well ax to the basis 
‘upon which the tonnage measurement adopted by the Company is to be established. 

Her Majesty's Government hid not contemplated any discussion in the Conference of 
the right of the Porte to fx the sain of 10 fF, per ton ‘ve the dues wovler th 
Concession, of its right to grant a fresh Concession, but merely to determine wh 
by the expresshon * tonneau de eapacité,” in. the existing Concession, the result arrived at 
to apply t0 the inoreasest dues levied since Jaly Inst, and to any future dues to be levied 
under the existing Concesssion. ; ke 

Since Uhtt despatch was written the aspect of the question has, however, materially 
changed. eee a 
Her Majesty's Goverunent have now received a formal invitation from the Porte of 
which a copy was Incloned in ty despatch ofthe 20th of Sanuney. Th this communication 
the Turkish Government states "Te désie da Gouvernement Impérial W'assurer un teuitement 
gal & toas les navires, sans distinction de pavillon, qui feéquentent les ports de I'Empire, 
ct Ice difioultés surgies par auite de la révente modification apportée dans Ia perception de 
In taxe de navigation que paient les bitiments traversnt le Canal de Suez nous donnent Ia 
certitude que dace ayant pour but arrive & Tadoption d'un jaugeage unforme 
sornit nccueilli avec faveur pales Btats Maritimes . . . Le Gouvernement Impérial ne 
doute pas qu'une Commission de savants et d'bommes expétimentés parviendrait & trouver 
‘un mode uniforme de mesurer les uavires et A fixer un tonneau-type qui servirait A ln fois 
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de base pour les transactions commerciales et pour la perception des droits auxquels est 
sssujettic Ia navigation.” The Ottoman Government adds a suggestion that the Com 
mission should meet in London or Constantinople. 

Her Majesty's Government are further informed by your despatch of the 20th of 
January that itis the intention of the Porte to appoint a Commission to be named. by 
itself to inquire into certain questions connected with the change of the dues. 

There are, therefore, three points on which it remains for me to convey to you the 
Views of Her Majesty's Government :— 

Ist. ‘The proposal of the Porte for the appointment of a Commission for the purpose 
of stabi standard of tonnage. 

2nd. The course which should be pursued ax to the change of dues. 

‘rd. ‘The question of the dues to be levied for the future. 

Upon the first point 1 have to state to you that Her Majesty's Government presumne 
Abat it is the desire of the Porte that the Commission should be composed of Comiuise 
sioners to be named by each of the maritine Powers. Her Majesty's Government: have 
constantly wreed the importance of.an vniform standard of tonnage measurement, and 
many countries have recently adopted the method of meusuring gross tonnage in use ia 
Great Britain. They are, therefore, glad to join in such a Commixsion, aud are prepared 
at once to name Colonel Stokes, late Commissioner for the Navigation of the Danubo, a4 
Her Majesty's Commisioner, ‘The method of measuring gross tonnage would probably 
Foquire little discussion, but if the Commission could decide upon the question whether 
any, and what, deductions should be allowed on account of engine-rooin oF otherwise, and 

if at all, cargo-carrying spaces on deck should be measured, the rexult would be most 
beneficial to the interests of maritime commence. 

You will, however, explain to the Porte that the consent of Her Majosty's Govern 
ment to this Commission i¥ accompanied with the reservation that the conclusions at 
crhich the Commission may arrive shall aot become operative until they have been toferred 
to all the Powers, and shall hare boen socepted by them, 

Her Majesty's Government consider that, under all tho clreumstances, it would bo 
Vetter that the Commission should mect in London, where the best infortnation can be 
Piteured a to the coummerial truoactions and novigation duce in respect of which the 
"orte has proposed its appointment 

With regard to tho course which should be puraued ax to the change of duos, Her 
Majesty's Government entirely upprovo the note addressed by you to the Turkish Govern. 
ment on the 17th ultimo, of which a copy is Inclosed in your deapatch of the 20th ultimo, 
in which you express the hope that before. tho: w fompany for authority to 
increase the duct is examined, it will be called upan to return to the original charge, and 
to abandon a system of which the ‘Turkish Government has demonstrated the illoxalit 

Her Majesty's Government hold that the exaction of these increased duce i ileal, 
1s has been conclusively shown by the statemeuts nude by Holll Nasha to yourself and ix 
his correspondence with Server Pasha, and they look to the Ottowan Government to 
enforce the authority of the Porte over the Company, and to secure the repaymont, with 
interest of the excess duée paid ueder protest, boil by the eaptainn of Lice Majesty's 
ships-of-war and transports and by British subjects gonerally. ‘ 

‘As the nature of the quortions which the Commission to be appointed by the Porte 
is to examine has not yot been explained, I ean only state to you at present that Her 
Majesty's Government would expect thot the interests of British comineree should be duly 
represented at the inquiry, nnd Ubey trust that the Commissioners will be porsoas whose 
Judgment in such matters wil command respect, 

Her Majesty's Government ewnnot, however, suppose that it ean be the intention of 
the Porte that there stiould be two Cowtniasions siting concurrently, one to examine the 

‘urement of tonnage for interoatlonal adoption, and the ether to report upon. the 

tem of toonage mearurement to be rocogabyed on the Suez Canal, It appears to thems 
that the duties of the Couamision nominated by the Porte could not usofelly commence 
until the Repurt of the International Comission has been farnished, i 

Her Majesty's Government do not desire to anticipate that Report, but they fect 
confident that it will absolutely reject the erroncous arguments and illusory calculations 
upon which the Company have proceeded in snaking the receat change in the dues. As an 

, | have only to refer to the discrepancy between the calculations in the 
letter from M. de Lesseps and M, Courette to Messrs. Morses and Mitchell of the Sth of 
Joly last, and those in the lettor written by M. de Lesseps ta Sir D. Lange on the Oth of 

Seay communication to the Admiralty, of which w copy is iaclosed in my despatch 

ultimo. 


a] eT 1? the dues toe levied forthe future it seems to Her Majesty’ Govern- 
aD 
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ment that the Turkish Government should in the first place notify distinctly to the 
Company that the Porte does not recognize or in any way asteat to the system of levying 
the ducs practised since July lust, and that it will not authorize any change in the dues 
from the scale on which they were levied at the opening of the Canal unl after due 
extmination and inquiry. 

Her Majesty's Government do not in the slightest desree impogn the right of the 
Porte to increase the dues, nor did they make any representations on the subject when 
authority fora temporary intense fora special parpose of I fr pet ton was granted to the 
Company in 1871. ‘The Company is, as Her Majesty's Government consider, Egyptian, 
and the Fights over it of the Porte are undoubted. 

Her Majesty's Government, however, ech confident that the Turkish Government 
cannot but be sensible of the equitable consideration which is due from the Porte to the 
reat maritime ioteresta which are concemed. By the firman of 1866 the Porte solemnly 

the Coveetson of 1850, made by the then, Vieroy of Egypt to the Company, 

Ih the rates of dues to be levied were speeified, und on the faith of which numbers 

ls have been cvostructed io France, England, and clewhere, for traffic through 

nal, which b ‘eeome one of the highways of the world, the obstruction of 
which, by’ the of an excessive toll, would by an injury to commerce which 
Her Majesty's believe the Porte woold willingly inflict, and against 
which every nation would be driven to protest. 

Her Majesty's Government accordingly consider that if the Commision to bo named 

Ports should be wvthorized, after the basis of tonnaze haa been settled in the 
national Connission, to entrain the qoeaton of granting « teh fren, enabling 

the Company to raiso tho dues, the interests of the shipowners, especially in the ease ol 
passenger alps, on which even the present ayutem, premce ieaiy, boul be ful 
‘considered, and before any change is agreed to, the administratinn of the Company, which 
is represented as unduly extravagant, shoukl be inquired into, with the view of seeing 
whether an econoiny in that respect might not fursh suficlent funds, without recourse 
to an increase of dues and, Insts, that the Report shoald be made known before being 
finally ucted on by the Porte, in order to afford an opportunity for Hor Majesty's 
Government and the other Governments interested to furnish such observations upon it 

‘way be proper for the consideration of the Porte. 

‘A copy of this despateh will be furnished to Her Mujesty’s Represeotatives in the 
principal maritime countries, for communication to the Governments to which they are 
Kecreditel. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


rc) 
Bart Granvitle to Sir H, Blliot. 


(No, 48. Commercial.) 
Si, Forvign Office, March 29, 1873. 

1 HAVE received your Excellonoy’s telegram of the 20th instant, in which you state 
that it appears very desirable that Her Majesty's Gover should’ not try to hold the 
Porte responsible for the repayment of the extra duties levied on the Suez Canal aince last 
July; that M. de Lesseps leaves the interpretation of the meaning of the orisioal firman 
to the Porte, which would havo strong interest in interpreting in his favour if we should 
insist on theie responsibility; and that if we can obtain a favour 
recovery of surcharges might be safely left to the Tribunals, : 

Thave also received your Excellency’s further telegram of the same date stating that 
the Porte appears convinced that it is essential for the Suez Canal Company to be allowed 
to levy beavier dues than those first taken ; and that you have said th 
were an immediate return to the basis of register tonnage, a moderato addition to the daty 
‘might bo temporarily nuthorlaed by Imperial firman for a single year, during which time 
the entire question should be inquired into, preparatory to a definite arrangement. 

T have to point out to your Excellenoy, in the first place, that my despatch No, 24 of 
the 3nd instant does not say that the Porte should be held responsible, but tbat the Porte 
should enfiee its authority by desaring the extra dues to have been improper levied, and 
by causing the Company to return to their former basis of charge. 

1¢ this is done, Her Majesty's Government are of opinion that the mode of treating 


past overcharges might be left for future adjustment, 
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T have further to observe that Her Majesty's Government experience some di 
: Co a fajesty's Gove jence some difficult 
in understanding your Excellency's suggestion that the question of the overcharges tight 
be,suéely left to the Tribunals, imsmuch as it would appear from the correspondence 
fore Her Majesty's Government that the difieuties as to jurisdiction would. be very 

Your Excellency will observe that the claims for past overcharges ot 

standovel in pipe witout acnowioging ie ley fhe overcharge, ns 

ler Majesty's Government adhere to the terms of the last si * 
aot et st et temis of the last six paragraphs of my 

ny increase of the dues, even though tewpornty, should, bef 
communated to Her Majesty's Goverment withthe grounds on whieh i 

fe aking to all the dificalties of the Suez Canal ease, Her Majesty's Govern 
eats ‘Unt ‘the best course the Porte could pursue would be to reforthe le questi 
the dues, including both repayment of the past dues, and the determination of the 
‘amiount ax well as standard of futore dues, to the Tnternational Commission on Tonnage 
Ghich has ean suunwoned, with suc reservation of the rights of the Porte and of other 
serements concerned, on receipt of the Report of the Commission, as may be thought 

F have to add, in conctasion, that your Excellency might loti i 

, jon, that your Excellency might lotimate confidential 
he rt hat th na ie i tint eta 
Ma oma think the dificulty of the question of past overcharges would be of 

| Tam, 8. 
(Bigued) " RANVILLE. 


@) 
Earl Granville to Count Beust, 


M, Ambassadeur, i 
Foreign Office 
the BETH reference to the communications which have jmssed eee, ance 
Fe Suez Canal dacs, Ihave the honour to inform you that’ a telegratn as Feceial fog 
Of the decay Ambar at Constantinople on the 27th lino, ati tat the slatance 
of the decision upon the Canal doce is, that ws the finan stated that the duer were te 
be the me on the abippiog of all nations, aconding to the tonnage capacity, it wer oes 
intended they should be taken upon the officially registered tonnage common mode of 
calculating it, bat that as the, Moorvom system gives the capacity snore necorata 
Hy ater the Porte considers tat shoul be aed to. 
the maritime Governments and the Canal Company desire chs M 
Commission might be assembled for the purpose of detarnich rast oven 
Sepa cee {or the porpone of deterining upon another syste fr 
there seemed to be some ambiguity in thie telegraphic i 
he thre raphio report in regan to 
Rie gmt Keown the lor som Inara which ie apne 
toa er tonnage, Het Majesty's Govern 
ee hn Ray at ro 
her it wae ‘ompany are authorized to go on charging dues up 
the English gross tonnage as they are now doing, or are they only authorital ts eho 
‘on he Engh ge tounge a hy fe i a 
is . has this morning been received from er Majesty's Ambaxsad 
nal dues does not suthorise the Company to continue to levy them on tie use 
fonnage. It means that the dues should be chargeable upon the shipping of alt nce 
the registered tonnage, according to the English or Mooriom system. a 
‘armerly, the dies were calculated upon the registered’ tonnage aecondin 
system in force in the country to which the’ ship bel. it are 
ean je coun ows ip belonged, and it i# tiow stated that the 
der these cireumstances it appears to Her Majesty's Government that th 
{Rei be ug to make tis desion pb and to covene forthwith the Tolerant 
on Tonnage proposed to be assembled in the invitation addressed m4 
the Governments of iaritime countties in Janoary lasts enters 
Tam, &o. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 





6 
Earl Granville to M. Duteeil. 


M. te Chargé d’Affuires, Foreign Office, August 30, 1873. 
"THE note, dated the 15th of this month, relative to the Suez Canal dues, which 1 

have had the honour to recive from you, ln received the careful attention of Her 

Majesty's Government, 2 ¥ 

‘The interpretation which his Excelleney the Due de Broglie appears to pive to the 
viaitial letter to the Khedive of the 12th of July last dors not, however, seem tobe in 
Exact conformity with the interpretation of that document given by the Porte to Her 
Majesty's -Atnbassador at Constantinople. ‘The Turkish Government bold thot. the 
intra! fetter in question lays down that the Canal Company will only be legally entitled 
to collect the ducs on the basis of the net tonnage of the ships, measured on the Moorwom 
rystem, until soe other system is decided upon through an’ International Commission. 
‘The Turkish Government abso states it wawillingness to anticipate the contingeney of the 
Canal Company disregarding the decision of the Porte. ; ; 

Under these circumstances, nnd independent of the injustice, ax Her Majesty 
Governtwent hold, apart from the point of legality, of the proceedings of the Canal 
Company, Her Mojesty's Government cannot in any way sanction the levying of the 
‘Cunal dies other ‘of net tonnage above specified. 

"The Porto has proposed that the International Cowtision shall assemble at 
BRL oe ts 
sentations which the Suez Caval Company may wish to make will thus be speedily 
provided ; and Her Majesty's Government will be ready to consider fully and equitably 
{ny representations which may be made on behalf of the Company, But it is obvious 
that itis the duty of the Company to place themselves forthwith in a position of undoubted 
Ieatlty In the event. of any dilulty being expericoced in tie matter, Her Majesty's 
Geverzinont are of opinion tat. possible misunderstanding would be abviated, and tbe 
solution of a question of some etnbarrassment would be much facilitated, if the French 
Government were to advise the Company to cooform its action at once to the decision of 
the Sultan's Government, Her Majesty's Government would be resdy to instruct their 


Delegates at the International Commission to discuss and report on, ax soon s& possible, 
any representations which may be urged on bebalf of the Canal Company with reference to 
tho question of the dues, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) | GRANVILLE, 


Tholosure 5 in No, 382, 


Convocation of the International Commisrion, 


(a) 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot, 


orsign Offers December Oy NT 

VE had under my consideration, in commitniention with the Board of ‘Trade, 

jour Bolleays despatch No, 74, Commercial, of the 30th of October Int, on the 

Awjoct of the Suee Canal dues, and T now have #0 request that you will inform the 

Government of the Porte that Hier Majesty's Government are prepared to take part in 

Conference of the Maritime Powers interested in the question, with a view to bringing 

About an agreament ax to tho nature and extent of the dues fo be levied by the Suez 

Canal Company under the terms of the Act of Concession, ns well as to. the basis upon 
srhich the tonnage measurement adopted by the Company is to be established. 

Tt in to borundorstood, howoror, that the consent of Her Majesty's Government to 
‘his arrangement ix accompanied with the reservation that the conclusions at which the 
Conforonee thay arrive shall not become operative until they hare been referred to all 
the Powers, and shall have been accepted by them. ¥ 

Upon earning from your Excellency the result of your communications with the 
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Porte in regard to the proposed Conference I will address a further despatch to you on 
the subject. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


@ 
Despatch from Kholil Pasha to Mucurus Bey, 


M. le Chargé d’Affares, Le 1 Janvier, 1873. 
LE désir du Gouvernement Impérial d'assurer un traitement égal a tous les navires, 
sans distinction de pavillon, qui fréquentent les ports de I'Empire, et les diffieultés surgies 
par suite de la récente modification apportée dans la perveption de la taxe de navigation 
ye ment lon batimentstraverant le Canal do Sora nous donnent Ja certiinde qu'une 
Jémarche ayant pour but d'arriver i V'adoption don jaugeage uniforme serait accucei 
avec favour parles Etats Maritimes. Grice au développement des voies de communication, 
les relations des peuples entre eux pretinent une grande extension. I en résulte une 
solidarité d'intéréts qui, envisagée au point do yuo du commerce maritime, tend a faire 
disparaitre les mesures de protection établies en faveur du pavillon national. D’un autre 
cbte, lox progris de In scienco sont tels, do nos jours, qu'on peut déterminer avec précision 
Ja dimension d'un naviro et a capacité utilizable ‘pour Je transport des marchandises, 
Aussi, le Gouvernement Impérial ne doute pas qu'une Commission de savant ot hommes 
expérinentés parviendrait i trouver wn mode waiforme de mevurer Tos mavires, et i fixer 
tun tonneaa type qui servirait Ja fois de base pour Jes transactions commerciales et pour 
In pereeption des troits suxquela ost ansujettle fo navigation, 
Ra consiquence, lo Gonrernement Impérial vous chatge de prowentir quelles seraicut 
Jes yuox du Gouvernement pris duquel vous étes aoeréiité sur Vinstitution d'une parcille 
Commision A Londres, contre de commerce maritime, ou A Coustantinople. Vous 
voudres hien mfinformer, aussitit quo powsible, du résultat de vor démarcher, 
Recover, ke. 
(Signé) KHALIL, 


(3) 
Ravehid Pasha to Muswrus Pasha, 


Le 13 Adut, 1873, 
LA décision da Gouvernement Impérial relative aux droits du Canal de Suez, que 
Je vous ai communiquée par ma dépiche en date du 19 Juillet, prévoit le eas oi, par 
suite d'un défaut dentente quant i Vapplieation des principos posés par la Sublime Porte, 
il y aurait lion d'avoir recours, pour Ia solation definitive, aux Iumidrex de la, Commission 
Internationale, Aco point de vue, cette question vient désormain wajouter tout 
natarellement aux atteibutions de Ia Commission dont le Gouvernement Imperial pronait 
Vinithative de proposer In convocation par xa Circulaire en date du 1* Janvier, 1873. Cette 
dernitve proposition asant é€é necucillic partout aveo empressement depuis longtemps, et 
Constantinople ayant été presque unenimement désignée comme le lien de m réunion, 
8.646 did qu'elle nora convoguce le 15 Septembre prochain, win de ne pas relat 
plos longtemps des travaux dont Futlité ge fat sent d'une maniére sl impericuse..- Ein 
‘outte, il a été convenn que les Puiwances participantes auraient In facults de x'y faire 
ter, i our convenance, soit par un, noit par deux Déligués. 
cuilles, en notifiant In date de cette téunion au Principal Seerétaire d'Rtat pour tex 
jive Reangires le pier de dsgoer les personnes qui aaront minion dy reprioaler 
"Angleterre, 
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Tnclosure 6 in No, 382, 


Decision of the Porte on the subject of the recent Alteration in the rates of Dues made by 
tho Suez Canal Company. 


Visiriol Letters addressed to His Highness the Khedive. 


a 
(Traduction,) 
Altesse, 17 Djemasi et Oula, 1220 (le 12 Juillet, 1873) 

AINSI que votre Altesso lo sait, depuis Youverture’ du Canal de Suet juqu'au 
1 Juillet, 1872, In Compagnio avait porgu, a titre do droit de passage sur les navices 
{raversant le Canal, 10 fr. pour chaque tonnenu inscrit war les paplers de bon, sane que 
sette perception edt 648 contirmée par le Gouvernement Iinpirial 

Mais A partir du 1" Juillet In Compagnie a procédé, toujours sans antorisation 
préalable du Gouvernemont, & la poroeption de Ja mése taxe Wapris fe nouveau systéme 
adopts par elle pour lo jaugoage des navires. Ce procédé n'a pas manqué de soulever les 
Ficlamations des Puissinees. Cox derniors ainal que la Compagnie ae sont adrosm's au 
Gouvernoment Impétial pont Vintorprétation de la clause de M'Acto de Concession accordé 
le 2 Rebisolowel, 1272, par Administration ne A Ia Compagnie de Sucz, ot 
confirms par lo Fin 1 du 2 Zilkhade, 1282, portant qu'on n'exoddera pas pour 
le droit do navi sximumn do-10 fr, par tonneau de eapacité. 

Bn consdyuenco, ot vu la nécesité divcartor lox rie ns existantos en fixant 
Vintorprétation de cette clause, ly Conseil les Minintros a délibéré sur ectte question, et I's 
soumise i un examen attentif ot approfoodi. Or, ea qualifiant, comme il est dit ci-dowsus 
VActo do Concession sus-mentionnd, te Gouvernement Imperial n'a entenda en rvalite 
Vexpression do "tonneau de capaciti,” qui se trouvait dana un passage de ect Acte, que 
dans un sens absolu ; it n'a eu nullement en vue Ye tonnage inscrit sur les papiers de bord 
de telle ou telle Poisson 

En effet, ler navires de tout pavillon travervant le Canal, ils doivent, d’aprés les 
dispositions do 'Acte de Concession, étre soumis & ano tave 

Mais commie lex différents Goavernements n’oat pas encore adopté un systime de 
tonnage identique, il était nécemaire de faire umge de Texpression de tonneau de 
eapacite,” en général, de telle manidro que cotte expression pat »'appliquer au tonneau qui 
serait plas tard adopté par tous lex Gouvernements, ainsi que par le Gouvernement linpéal 
‘pour aa marine, 

Dans cette ordre didées it seruit naturel adopter le tonnage qui donneruit avec a 
plus gronde approximation Ia copacité utilizable. Or, comme parmi los xystimes offcicls 
actuelloment en usage, le aystéme Moorvom est dvidemment celui qui en approche le 
plus, la Sublime Porte eat davis quion dovait sen tenir au.‘ net tonnage” fixé d'aprds ce 
systéne. 

Jo cas ot los Puisances ou M. do Leseps ne désireralent 

co ayatime, il vemnit nécessnire de réunir une Commission Inter. 
nationale i Vffet de determiner in eapacitd otillatile. Ll est évident que le Gouverne- 
ment Impérial ne peut fixer un mode de mesurage disinitif qui n'a pas encore éte urréud 
ot adopté par les autres. Gouvernoients 

el étant Je résultat do la délibération du Conseil des Ministres, ot Sa Majesté, 
& qui Tatlairo m &é soumise, ayant ondonné d'agir ea conformité, je viens porter. In 
décision qui prdcisle A la connaissance de votre Altesse, afin qu'elle veuille bien aviner aux 
mesures nécessaires en conséquence, 


Veuillez, &e, 
(Signe) RASCUUD, 


@ 


(Prvdoction.) Le 30 Juillet, 1873. 
FAL ea Uhonneur de recerolr la lettre que votre Altesse a bien voulu miadresser, 
en dato du 22 Djemazi-ul-Ewel, pour demauder des ¢elaircissements relativement a la 
décsion de la Sublime Porte, mentionnée dans ma lettre du 17 du méme mois, sur le 
aystioie du tonnage devant servic do base a la perception de la taxe sur les navires 
traversant le Canal de Suez, Ainsi que votre Altese le sait, la Compaguie s'en était 


Tlérée a Vavis, et & ln décision, du Gouvernement Impérial, en vuede la solution de cette 
afinire. L’avis et la décision exposés dans ma susdite lettre étant conformes & INsquité et 
la justice, nous avons lieu d'espérer que la Compagnie réglera sa conduite lidossus. Je 
Bre Votre Altesso de vouloir bien notitie le contenu de eatte méme lettre & la Compagnie 

lu Canal Maritime, en Ja prévenant, en méme temps, qu'elle assumerait la responsabil 
des conséquences qui résultersient de sa conduite, stelle était opposce & V'avis de la décision 
Juste ot légale de in Sublime Porte, 


Se 
No. 383. 


lle to Sir H. Elliot. 
(No. 112, Commercial) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September th 1873 

T TRANSMIT to your Excolloney herewith under flying seal the instruction 
which I have addressed fo Colonel Stokoa and Sir P. Francis for their guidance ax the 
British Delegates at tho International Commimion for the settlement of questions 
counected with the Sacz Canal Dues. I also incloxo a copy for your own use, 

You will perceive that I have instructed Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Francis to place 
themselves in communication with your Excellency, and be guided by the ndvico and 
{oformation whieh you may give thei and [ have to request that you will be so ood as 
tonfford them the benefit of your knowlodgo of the discussions which have taken place on 
‘he subject, and also such assistance in the performance of the duties intrusted to them 
as may be in your power, 

Twill onfy add that it would be of much advantage to the Delegates to know the 
course likely to be taken by the Delegates of the screral Powers represented in the 
Commision, 

Tam, & 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE. 


No, 385, 


Sir A. Buchanan to Barl Gronrilie—(Receiva Stptenber 6.) 


) 
(Considential.) Vienna, September 0, 1873. 
ALTHOUGH the instructions to the Austrian Changé d’Affuires at Constantinople 
named 2 fr, per ton on the net tonnage as the increase in Uhe Suez Canal 
Government would agree to, T hear his Government would assent to the duon boing 
per ton if the Canal Company and its supporters should refuse to 
jons in dispute on lower terms, 


No. 885, 
Mr. Virian to Earl Grancille-—(Reevived September 8.) 


(No. 25. Commercial.) 3 
My Lord, ___Allesandria, August 30, 1873, 

T SENT you last night the following telegram in eyplier:-— 

(Confidential) Lesseps’ answer to the Viceroy's lotter just received. States 
that the acknowledgment of the Porte of the Company's right to charge on tho real 
capacity of ships of different nations without reference to their papers ix quite satinfuc- 


“If the Powers are not satisfied, the Company, without recogniting their right of 
judging « contract beyond their cognizance, quite admits that, as a measure of gencenl 
‘and sctontife ullity, they should endeavour toa upon a real and equitable system of 
‘measurement for all nations, which the Company had already done for itself by its decision 
of Mareh 1872. 





“ Upon the Report of an impartial Commission of high French officials, the Company 
had adugted the Mooreom system to. ascertain the real capacity of ships; bat. even the 
‘measure does not really represent their eargo capacity. 

“The answer will be referred to the Porte. 

“have telegraphed this to Constantinople.” 

T have now the honour to inclose a copy of the letter on which my telegram was 
founded, which was communicated to me confidentially by Nubar Pasha. 

Thare, &e. 
(Signed) ”C. VIVIAN. 


Inclosure in No. 385. 
M. de Lesveps to Nubar Pasha. 


M- le Ministre, Paris, le \6 Aoi, 1873, 

‘JE vious le receyoir I lettre que yotre Exectlence ma fait Uhonneur de m'adresser 

te 0 Aodt, par ondr de Son Alten le Khe ot qui accompagnat la traduction des 

structions Vinirielles exprimant T'opinion de la Porte relativement au systime de 

tonnage devant servie de base a Ja perception de Ia taxe sur Tes vavires traversant Je 
Canal de Suez, et jo m'emprosse d'y répondre. 

La Sublime Porte ayant recounn que, d'apris 'Artiole 17 do I'Acte de Concession 
du § Janvier, 1856, In Compagnie dit Canal do Sues était fondée 4 percovoir son droit de 
suze i rison de 10 fr, par tonno de capacité utilisable dex navires, et que lex auteurs 
de FActo de Concesion navaient ew nullement en vue les papiers de bord de telle 
oa tolle Pulasance, la Compagnie de Sucx se déclare satisfaite, et ne peut que rendre 
hoounago 4 Voxprit de justice et de loyauté qui a dicté Finterprétation des Conscilers 
do Sa Majontd Impériale le Sultan, 

Si lox Puisances qui ont réclamé aupris de la Sublime Porte ne sont pas xatisfnites 
‘te leur ebt6, la Compagnie de Snes, sans leur roconnaitro le droit de juger les conditions 
dan contrat bilntéral pax en dehors de leur intervention et de leur autorité, amet 
parfaitement que, dany Vintéret de In véritd universelle du tonnage et sous un point do 

tique Wutiité générale, elles chotehent a wentondre entrelles dans le but 
do diterminer offciellement pour tous les pavillons un tonnage égal, équitable et rée, 

Creat co quo la Compagnio do Suex avait dija fait pour elle-méme par sa décision 
gate da 4 Mary, 1872, en conformité des terms formels de son Acte de Concesion, 

‘Sur le rapport dune Commision composée d'Amiraux, d'fogéni 
fi res du Gouvernement Francais, tous étea Fadininistration du Canal, 

lopté le systéine Moorwom, lequel n'est procédé de mesurage, et 
étormind, an moyen de ee aystéwe, Ie net tonnage, e'est-dudire Ia capacité utillsable des 
naviros 

Test important de faire observer que le net tonnage employé par Ia Compagnie 
dle Suez est encore au-dessoua do la eapacité reélie de eargaison que les naviros sont 
suscoptibles ke porter dans des conditions normales. 

Vouiller, &e. 
(Signé) FERD. DE 1 


No, 386. 
Mr. Adama to Earl Granville —(Received September 8.) 


Commercial ) 
Berlin, September 6, 1872. 

IAVE informed Herr Von Philipsborn that Colonel Btokes, formerly Wvitish 

Delegate in the European Commission for the Danubo, and Sir I. Francis, Her Majesty's 

Judge and Consul-General at Constantinople, will, ns.atated in your Lordship's despatch 

No. 22, Commercial, of the 80th ultimo, represent Her Majesty's Government at the 

ternational Commission on questions connected with the Suez Canal dues, convoked for 
the 15th instant, 

T hate abo stated to his Excellency, with reference to your Lordship's despatch 

No, 24, Commercial, of the 2nd instant, that your Lordship had informed the French 

Chargéd’Aifaites in London that the interpretation given by the Porte to Her Majesty's 

Ambassador at Constantinople of the Vizirial letter of the 1th of July was, that the Stex 
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Canal Company will only be legally entitled to collect the Canal dues on the basis of the 
nett tonnage of ships measured on the Moorsom system, until some other system is 
decided on through an International Commission 

On my asking Herr Von Philipsborn whether the German Government had come to 
any decision on this subject, his Excellency replied that they had not, but that they were 
now considering and preparing their iustructions, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ¥, 0. ADAMS, 


No. 387, 
Lard Lyons to Earl Grancille—(Received September 8.) 


(No. 387. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, Septonber 7, 187 

YESTERDAY evening I had at the Foreign Office, in Paris, an intetview, by 
appointment, with the Due de Broglie, at which I spoke fo him in the sense of your 
Laordship's despatch |, of the 2nd instant, respecting tho wlle levied 
by the Suez Canal Com 

addromed to your Lordship by the French Chargé 

fhe 15th of last month, and to the answer made to It by your Lordship on 

in the opinion of Hor Majesty's Govern. 

hie first step to he mnpany wax 10 conform to the decision of the 

Porte, avd thus give legality to its proceeilings. 1 proceaded to press upon the Due de 

Broglie’s attention the importance whieh Hor Majesty's Goverament attached to obtaining 

the co-operation of the French Government towands removi ing diffleulties, ntul in 

particular towards induciny the Company to carry into effect the decision of the Parte, 
pending the proceedings of the International Commiaion, 

‘The Duc de Broglie answered that the French Government had very small means of 
influencing tho Company, and observed that its President, M. de Lesseps, was a man of 
great energy and strong opinions, who would not bo persuaded to give up what ho held 
to be the rights and the interests of hs great undertaking, 

M. de Broglie went on to say that it must be remomberod that the 
Company was an Eg not a Fretich Company, and that the deci 

ust it belonged exclusively to the ind Egyptian Tribunals. M. do Broglie 
added, that ho was quit uits Drought by privat 

st the Com e ly to the gyptian ‘Tribunals, and by 

Freneh Ho considered that this was quite ax much the 
1 reform 


omewod tho moans of enforcing the adaption of the English interpretation of the 
lecision of the Porto, ho should not have considered the ease sufficiently clear to warrant 
‘kim in putting any prowure upon the Company at the presen it, On the contrary, 
he must confess thet it ppeated to him that the natural construction of the communics 
tions which had boon made hy the Porte to the foreign Powers, was that while the Porte 
the Moorsom ayxtem aa that which was in ite opinion the beat, it desired, if 

. jected to, either by the Powers or the Compony. that’ the question 
should be decided by the International Coumission, Objections had, in fact, boon made, 
and the Porto had forthwith convened the Commission, It apponrod, t that the 
boat means of bringing the question to a settlemont would be to expedite the proccodiny 
of tho Commission; and, in the meantime, the Company inst (M. do Brogti 
fact upon its own responsibility mod at its own rink (A non risques et tis ? 
persons considered themselves to be aggrieved, they must sock redress in the Egyptian 
Courts 

M. do Broglie id not admit that the remarks mado verbally by Raselid Pasha to 
Her Majesty’ Korpretation of the 
written co wr by the Por 

Tn speaking of the different aystems of estimating the tonnage of vessels, L observed 

de Broglie that the writer of the Memorandam sont. to your Lordship by the French 
Chargé d'Affaires on the 16th ultimo appeared to that the English ayste 
hud Veen adopted by France. Hix Excellency: it was true that France had 
adopted this system for herself, but that this did not establish a rule for the world. i 
general 

(221) 4F 
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At the ond of the conversation M. de Broglie repeated that the cognizance of suits 
against the Suez Canal Company belongs to the Egyptian indigenous ‘Tribunals, and not 
to the French Consular Courts. 

Thave, Se. 
(Signed) LYONS. 


ey 
No, 388. 


Mr. Hammond to Mr. Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 8, 1873. 

WITH reference to my letter of the Sth instant, I am directed by Earl Granville to 

roquest that yoo will state to the Board of Trade that it would appear to be desirable 

that Colonel Stokes, who is now in London, should learn by personal comunnnication with 

the proper Department of the Board, their views on the general subject of tonnage 

admoasurement, in uddition to being furnished with the works of reference asked for in 

jontione 

y "Colouel Stokes will accordingly place himself in communication with the Board of 

‘Ynde; and Lam to request that the result of the diseussions on the subject may be 
made known to Lord Granville. 

Tam, &e. 
Signed)” E, HAMMOND. 
ee 


No, 389. 


Earl Grneille to Lord Lyons. 


(No. 245, Commercial, 
My tet Forcign Off September 1878 


T HAVE to inform your Excellency that L concur in the views of the Duc de Broglie 
ith respect to the International Commission on the Suex Canal Dues, as stated in your 
despateh No. 384, Commercial, of the 3rd inst 


GRANVILLE. 


Mr. Hammond to the Secretary to the Newcastle Chamber of Commerce. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 8, \S73. 
IN reply to your letter of the 4th instant, Tam directed by Karl Granville to state 
to you, for tho information of the Newcastle Chamber of Commerce, that an Inter- 
national Commision will meet at Constantinople on the 15th instant, for the settlement 
Sf the questions connected with the de levied by the Bex Canal Company, and that 
(or Majesty's Government hope that o satisfactory arrangomient may be come to, 
Nee ee ‘of quarantine, adverted to in your letter, would be entirely beyond the 
functions of the Commission. si 
Tam to add that Lord Granvitle will communicate with Her Majesty's Minister at 
Rowe respecting the quarantine imposed on the stcamer “Laura Gillies,” to which 


attention is called in your letter. 
2 Tam, &e, 


(Signed) E, HAMMOND. 


No. 191. 
Sir E. Horris to Earl Grantille—(Received September 9.) 
(No. 43. Commercial.) “ 2 
My Lord, The Hora, September 6 1873, 
WITH reference to your Lordsbip’s despatch, Commercial, No. 25, dated Angust 30, 
and No, 24, dated the 2nd instant, the substance of which T communicated to Baron 
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Gericke, his Excellency informed_me to-day that he had not yet received the invitation 
from the Porte for the meeting of the International Commission on questions connected 
with the Suez Canal Dues, bot that he had ascertained by telegraph that it was on its way 
from Loudon, where the Torkish Envoy to this Court resides, the delay having, it 
stated, been owing to an oversight ; it being not a little remarkable that a similar delay 
occurred with respect to the invitation from the Porte of January 15 to the Netherlands’ 
Government. 

Baron Gericke informed me that as soon as he reccived the invitation he should 
despatch the Dutch Commissioner, Captain Jansen, to Constantinople, and at the same 
time telegraph to tho Notherlands’ Envoy there, inséeucting him to explain the cause of 
the delay to the Ottoman Government, 

His Excellency expressed a hope that no important business would have been 
‘entered upon by the Commission before the arrival of Captain Jans 

Thave, &e. 
(Bigned) EB, A. J. HARRIS, 





No. 392. 
Kart Granville to Sir H. Riliot, 


(Telographic.) Poreign Office, September 9, 18; 
«.,, THE instructions to the British Delegates at tho Commission on the Suex Canal dues 
Will be sent by messenger on Thursday by Marseilles. The messenger cannot be sent 
torday by Varna on account of quarantine, 

Colonel Stokes will leave on Thursday il go by Odossx, 

Sir, Franeis should attend the Comm if it meets on the 13th, Tt would 
be advisable that the proceedings should be coofined as much as possible to formalities 
‘until Colonel Stokes arrives. 


No. 398. 
Earl Grancille ¢ Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis, 


Foreign Office, September 9, 1873. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 1 of the 6xh instant, I transmit to you paper 
eed! in the roarzio,* on certain subsidiary questions relating to. the discussions 
respecting the Suez Canal dues, which it may be of use for you to poasces, 
Tam, &e. 
For Earl Granville, 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 894, 
Lord Lyons to Earl Grancille (Received September 10.) 


(No. 391, Commercial, Confidential) 
My Lord, Paris, September 9, 18% 

IN tho Comosercial despatch marked No. 387 which I sent to your Lordship on the 
day before yesterday, I had the honour to report to you that thé Due de Broglio had 
declared to mo that the cogvizance of rents against the Bacz Canal Company belonged to 
the indigenous Ezyptian Tribunals, and not to the French Consular Courts that thie was, 
in his view, ns much the ease now as it would Le hereafter, if the proposed judicial reform 
in Fgypt should be carried into effect. ‘This declarntion was entirely spontancous; it war 
volunteered by the Due de Broglie without my having in any way alluded to the question 
of jurisdiction, and his Excellency insisted so much upon it in the conversation which 
ensued, as to show plainly that he particularly desired to itmpress it upon me, ‘The 
immediate object of the Duc de Broglie appeared to be to repudiate, on behalf of the 
French Government, all responsibility for the course the Company might take with regard 
to levying the tolls [pending the decision of the International Commission. It may be 


1 Ieclonere Views of didveest Goveraments. Tsclanare Nov? Trial between Sars Canal and 
Messgerie Companion. Inclonre, Nox 3: Biel on Canal tadie ut new rate of Dues (land 2). Iaclorre 
Nova Letters oy Me Lame (F308 3) 
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presumed also that he equally intended to repudiate responsibility with regard to the 
Teparment ofthe exces af tll wbich as been paid under protest by Bits ships. He 
said, in fact, that the Company cannot act A ses risques et périls,” and that if private 
persons considered themselves aggrieved they must seek redress in the Egyptian Courts, 

Tam very tie from being competent to give an opinion on the numerous local matters 
which would have to be considered in order to determine whether it would be advisable to 
bring the question of the tolls in the present state of things before an Egyptian tribunal, 
but I confess that f should myself feel many misgivings about doing so. 

Although M. de Broglie’s declaration was made only verbally, it seems natural to 
conclude from it that the Canal Company would not receive the support of the present 
Frei overnment in declining the jurisdiction of the Exyptinn Tribunals and appealing to 
the French Consular Court, But Tam not sure that even under these circumstances 
M, de Lesseps would submit to the Egyptian Court, unless he tad reason to suppose that 
means were to be found of indacing i¢ to give & decision in hia favour, I do not kuow to 
what extent the French Government would enforce its own viows respecting the juris. 
diction, but it ix evident that it ix nor inclined to put any strong pressure upon 
M. do Lensope 

T learoy indeed, from Sie H, BUit's despatch to your Loniship No. 149, Commercial 
of the 1 ‘ubar Pashia declared distinctly to his Excellency that after the 

the decision of the Porte, there could not be a doubt of the verdict which 
‘en fy any Epyption Tribunal, and that if armed with a verdiet in favour of uny 
‘one vessel the Egyptian Government would ee that all other vessels reaped the benefit 
of it - 
I presume that none of the Egyptian Courts, the Tidjaret, included, as at present’ 
constituted, could be expected to give a decision displeasing or inconvenient to the Khedive 
in any matter in which his Higless took a serious interest. 1 cannot pretend to be 
cortaln, notwithstanding Nubar Pasha's nssarunces, in what sense the Khedivo’s inflocnce 
might be exerted at any particular moment: nor ein f eoafes to feel much confidence in 
tho consistency or the resolution either of the Porte or of the local Government of Kay 
uagine, too, that M. de Lewaps, or some of his ageats. must be adopts in the wrt of 
managing every order of Ezyptinn functionary, and that they woukl, perliaps, not be overs 
scrupulous in the means they might employ for the purpose, I eannot help, therefore, 
feeling doubtful ws to the result ef an appeal to the Egyptian Tribunals. I need hanily 
repeat that Lam well awute that Im expressing an opinion on matters of which I have a 
very iumperfoet knowledge; but I have been uawilling to leave M. de. Broglie’s declaration 
quite without comment, lest by doing so 1 should appear to take it for granted that It 
affords in itself a solution of pending difficultic 
T have, &e. 
LYONS, 


No 195. 
Mr. Fenton o Bart Gronvitle—(Reeciced September 10.) 


(No. 1, Commercial.) 
My Lord The Hague, September 8, 1873. 

WITEL reftrenco to Bir E. Harris's despatch of this vories No. 43 of the 6th instant, 
T have the honour to state that Baron Gericke informed me to-day that he had yesterday 
received the invitation from the Ottoman Goverament to seud a represeotative to the 
Tnternational Commission on questions connected with the Suez Canal der, which is to 
‘meet at Constantinople on the 15th instant ; and his Excellency added, that he had at 

jegraphed to the Dateh Minister at Constantinople, direeting Wim to inform the 

Porte that the Netherlands Government acocpted the invitation, and would despatch their 
Commisoner s+ son as posi, but that, owing to the delay which bed occured inthe 
areival of the invitation at the Hague, it would be impomible for their Commissioner to 

Constantinople by the 1th instunt, 
revaliron Geneke fecher ated that the Dutch Commlssioce (Captain Jansen, a 
retired oficer of the Netherlands’ Navy) would set oat for Constantinople un the 
10th instant, taking the road by Lemberg and Odessa, in onder to avoid the quarantine 
posed at “Constantioople on arrivals by the vsual routes of Varna, ‘Trieste, and 
Marseilles; and that Captain Jansen hoped to reach Constantinople oa the 18th of this 
month. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) 
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0 896, 
Mr. Farrer (o Mr. Hammond.—(Received September 10.) 


Boaril of Trade, Whitehall, September 9, 1873, 

TAM directed by the Board of rade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
Ath instant, containing the proposed instructions to the British Commissioners who are to 
be members of the Tnteraational Commission about to meet at Constantinople on the 
subject of the Suez Canal dues. 

‘The Boal of Trade regret thot there should have been any delay in replying to 
Your letter, but before Saturday last they were not awaro that there was any intention 
that the Commission sbould mect at once. 

‘The diffcolty that presents. itsel upon these papers is that the questions for the 
Commission are wholly undetermined, 

}. Are they simply to determine what is oF ought to be tho meaning of a ton? 

2 Or are they to say what is the meaning of the word ton, as used in the concession 
10 the Company ? 

3, Or are they to say what is the right application of the particular construction of 
tbat word which the Porte has by its lotter to The Khedive of the 12th July put upon it? 

4, Orare they to may what is on the whole the fair amount which the Company 
‘ought to be allowed to levy, and according to what standard? 

5. Or are all oF aay of these questions to bo submitted to thom t 

Some at any rate of these questions depend upon the Turkish Government, and that 
Government hax at one tine expromed one opinion, and at another time another opinion 
on these points. From the proposed inxtruotions it ix difficult to gather any precise 
conclusion, but #9 far as the Board of ‘Trade ean understand the they suppose that it is 
the intention of the Forvign Office that the British Commisioners maintain that all the 
ahove questions are within theit acope. If this is #0, the Board of Trade would submit 
that it would be better thot it should be vo stated explicitly, 

And the Board of Trade desire further to state that, in their opinion the following 

would be diatinetly stated for the guidance of the British Commissioners :— 

Fhe starting point of the Commission is the decision of the Turkish Governmont 
as ta the meaning of the original concession ; wud that decision ie to the effect that the 
Company are only legally charging their maximuin of 10 francs on the English et 
roginter ton, 

‘The French Goveroment, it is true, in the letter numbered 160 in the printed 
correspondence, and Sir D. Lange jn his lettce in the * Times " of the 6th instant, endeavours 
to put a different meaning on the Porte’s decision, But that endeavour i entirely 
fallacious. On th subject ncloe a wparate Memorandum, 

2. Tf, ax will no doubt be the case, the Company are nit content with this decision, 
Her Majesty's Government will not object to a review of the duce, bth ax regards standard 
‘and umount. - 

‘The only really satisfactory standard is the gross tonnage—meaning by that term 
the whole internal capacity of the ship, ineluding all covered-fa apucen 00, deck without 
any deductions. There will be no dispute that this sbould be mousured according, to: the 
rules known ay Moorsom's. 

4. The decision of the Commissioners on this point, if tetntctory, wll asta in 
seliling the larger question of international tonnage ; whilst, if uuaatiafhotory, it would 
embarrass that settlement, For this reason, if for no others the decisions of the Commies 
sion on the question of the standard should be reserved for the approval of the Home 

ment. 

he didiicult subject of deductions fhom gross tonnage is one which it will not be 

ltinately to avoid in settling the larger of international tounago. But if gross 
tonnage be adopted ns the standard for the Soez Canal, it may not be nvcessaty to enter 
upon that subject at Constantinople, 

6. HE gross tonnage be adopted ns the standard, the maximum of the dues must bo 
reduced. In onder to settle what the reduced maximum should bo, it-will be necessary 
for the Commission to enter into the whole question of the financial position of the 
Company's undertaking, 

With these additions to tho instructions, the Board of Trade believe that Colonel 


Stokes snd Sir Philip Francis will be able at any rate to enter upon their labours, 
(Signed) T.-H. FARRER, 


(221) aq 
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P.S—The Board of Trade hiave handed to Colonel Stokes = copy of Mr. Moorsoms 
book on tonnage, aud six copies of Mr. Gray's pamphlet ure inclosed herein, 


7. FE. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 396, 
Memoranda on the Brench Version of the Decision of the Porte. 


THE French construction of the meaning of the Porte’s letter of the 13th July, given 
in M, Dutreil’s letter and memorundam (No. 160 of the printed correspondence), ought 
to be ropudiated distinotly, - 

‘They recur to their old fallacy of supposing that there is some atolute “ton” 
founded on the capacity to eurry 1,000 kilogrammes weight, aud they say (see Sir D. Lange's 
letter in“ Times" of Oth September) that the net tonnage, according ta the Moorsom 

ied in the Forte's letter, merely means that the Moorsom system of 
~anurvment is to be used ae a basis, (0 be converted afterwarils into this ton equal 10 
100 kilogeammes, or in other words, that the 100 cubic feet of space, whieh, according 10 

Moorcm, is tony i tobe changed nto 0 feet 

‘The fallacy of this assumption ha jown over and over again, and especially in 
the English answer to the Russian S ‘And itis simply abrurd to allege that 
the “net tonnage, according to the Moorsom system, means anything but the net register 
ton according to the English system, of which Moorsom was the author. 

What Moorom did mean, as stated by himself at pages 18, 49, and 60 of his book, 
is shown by the appended extracts from hix book, and as regards Sir D, Lange's letter it is 
clear, on reference to Moorsom's book, that the paragraph Sic D. Lange quotes in bis letter 

Nimes,” wax meant by Moorsom not as the final achieve 
but merely ax an instance amonget others of the caloulati 

could be arrived at as regants measurement cargo or measurement goods when the tonnage 
by his system wns oace known, (See his hook, pages 63, 64. 6%, und 66.) 

It will be seen that he ix there showing how eusily his system of 100 fect to the 
ton can be converted into other measurements of weight carrying power as well as of 
space. 

‘The passage quoted by Sir D. Lange ix on page 66, 
September 9, 1873, 


Tnclosare 2 in No. 396. 
Extract from Mr. Moorson's Book, 
Pustamncany Onsenvatios, 


WITH the view of removing the dissatisfaction of the shipowners, arising from the 
objectionable principle eantained in the plan adopted by the late Commission as discussed 
in the foregoing section, and at the sume time preserving tho many easential points (here- 
inafter set forth) admitted to be established by their labour, the mods now proposed (see 
1, sce. VIN) and investigated in thie section has heen fiamed. 

hers of the Commission having sufficiently established, to their minds, the 
necessity of the more correct menauration of the form of ships than had hitherto obtained, 
their further deliberations, under the guidance of this conviction, resulted ja the adoption 
of the following general ‘principles, embodied in a resolution, and moved by Mr. John 
Robinson, Chairman of * Classification of Lloyd's Register of Britt and Foreign Shipping,” 
‘and seconded. by Mr. Money Wigrutn, sbipowner and shipbuilder :—* That it fs desirable 
{0 establish a enay practicable mode of admeasurement that will give a fair and equitable 
Proportionate amount af tonnage for vessels of all deseriptions, that shall not encourage 
the building of objectionable forms; tt will produce as nearly a8 possible the same 
results ns under the Act 3 and 4 Will. LV, cap. , commonly termed the "old law,’ or 
‘builders’ measurement,’ and will also bring the tononge chargeable on British and foreign 
ships ne nearly pon an equality ix possible.” 

To Vitaly conform to the principles Ind dow by the Commission in the above 
exposition of the result of theie labours has been an object of great care with the framer 
of the plan about to be investigated. Each of the requirements above enunciated will be 
found to be practically Although the array of figures exhibited in. the working 
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‘examples may give an air of intricacy to the formula at varianes with the principle of “an 
‘easy practical mode,” the intricacy is really only in oppearmuee, the uniformity of the 
system rendering it’ (with very little atteotion) much more simple and more easy of 
retention in the memory than the existing mode. ‘The variety of measurements which are 
subscribed have been found to be absolutely necessary to prevent “encouragement to the 
building of objectionable forms,” a mast important requirement contained in the above 
results of the deliberations of the Commission. 

‘And thus it may be remarked that, although the system now to be propounded does 
not emanate directly from the late Commission of Inguiry, it may, novertheless, be 
considered as comprising the fruits of its deliberations, and as thus tending to full’ the 
objects whieh the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade had in view in the 
issuing of that Commission, namels, to “ inquire into the defects and anomalous operation 
of the existing laws, and, ifnecessary, to frame a more perfect mode for the admensure- 
ment of the tonnage of shipping.” 

The plan ix founded oF based on the correct internal capacity of vessels, which is in 
accoriiance (as set forth in chap. I, sec. 7) with the views of the general body ot ship- 
‘owners, the internal capacity being considered by them as an essential principle ia the 

I tonnage for the purpose of levying ducs awd charges. ‘The first abjeot, 
therefore, was Lo obtain a practically correct cubature of this space. ‘This is accomplished 
by means purely legitimate: and the number of cubic fect «0 arrived at is divided by 
100 for the register tonnage, The reason for selecting thix particular decision will be found 
hereinafter oxplained. 

From this brief definition of the plan it is obvious that the tonnage revulting from it 
tmust afford an iminediate and just Koowlalge of the oapacitios or sizos of wll vessels 
whatever be theie form. 

‘The tonnage so ascertained is simply m cubieal tonnage of the internal cubical 
capacity, in which every ton of tonnage represents 100 cubic feet of space, ao that if by 
this procoss one vessel measures 500 tons, for inst F.another measires 1,000 toms, 
it is known to a certainty that tho latter vessel has double the cubleal capacity of the 
former for, in each care, every ton of tonnage contains exctly 100 cubie foct of rpaco. 

Hence, if register toonaye wore thus constituted, it would always immediately convey 
to the mind a just idea of the exnct, ws well ns t tice of ull vesscln 
of which we have but « very luperfeet eritetion io the register tonnage of the present day. 

Having thus wt length given such illustration and examplos as appeared to be neces 
sary to prove the currectness of the process aud show the mode of iis application to those 
parts of vorscle which may require fo be measured there now only remains to deworibo 
those essential qualifications alluded to in the preliminary observations at the commenco- 
mont of this Section, which the plan, mainly from its capabilities of correct menstrntion, 

,, and which ate held (o be requisito in any system eligible for the admeasurement 
of the merchant shipping of this country. These qualifications ute summarily etumenited 
tis follows — 

1. The evasion of lawful ton wevented. This is accompli 
and position of the presenbed these may be conside humerous 
for a practical operation, but on this point it is to be borne in mind that it hax beva found 
rhocenxiry to employ a multiplicity of measurements to. innure the offeetual provention by 
ingenious constructors of 40 altering the forma of vessels between the measurements ms 10 
evnde thereby a just expression of the tonnage, which is easily effected when the 
measurements are few, ax indisputably proved by the working of the former and present 
Jaws. 

2. All inducement to tho construction of ill-formed vessels is removed, ‘This is 
effected by the prowribed mearurementa reaching every peculiarity of form which can be 
devised of the toast importance wx affecting the eapacity, wherens under the operation of 
tho rules hitherto extablished it is only necesary, in consequence of the position and 

city of their messureinents, to increase unduly those dimensions whick are unaffected 
Ey the lw, and an excess of capacity attained without detrinient to the register tune 

lo at the saine time the sailing und seaworthy qualities of the vessel may be thereby. 
seriously compromised, and thos shipowners aro oftentimes induced to. sacrifice their real 
interests for at the very best a very problematical advantage, r 

‘As, however, by the mode nave proposed no such advantage as expacity independent 
of register tonnage i attainable, there will be no longer any inducement to give other 
forms to vessels than those tending best to develop the maximum advantage to be derived 
by a judicious blending of their sailing and ‘carrying requirements, an achievement ia 
naval construction essential to the prosperity of British shipping Now under the climax of 
unlimited competition. 
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{2 A just and true relative expression of register tonnage in proportion to eapacit 
is effected, whatever may be the nature of the materals tel te the bodante we 
whatever the form of the ¥essel may be, ‘This important desiderstum is assured Le the 
‘reat degree of accursey which the system affords in ascertaining the true eapacites of 
yestels This degree of accarucy is provel independent of the exauaples to hit ellect in 
Article 3 of this section, by the application of tho proves to the sscertaining of the 
displacement of the "* Fepidgle," Her Majesty's brig of wor, of twelve guns, and 499 tere 
old measurement (chap, 3, seo. 1) whore it is. seen by the results comopured with 
the true displacement 0s calculated by the late Committee for designing slips of war, 
that correct mensuration is wrtived at within oboat 4 per cent, thes most satafoctorly 
broviog that the syatem, considered as a practical operation, eonssting only of a eevee ot 
simple internal nts, unaided by diagrams of any description. nffords highly 
accurate results 
4. Wrong measurement, whither by design or accident, will at any time be detected. 
‘This is derived fFom the inoate propertion of the plas, and is. secorgplished by secece 
of the formula used in the operation of tmeaxurementy, which is alwaye te be lodged with 
the proper authorities by the measuring surveyor, By means of the formule stents 
curves can at any tie be easily aa quickly constructed, showing where any error i any 
of ‘material importance, has been introduced. Whereas under’ the exating, ln, ik 
inate of the uniform nature of Ws construction etlon 5, Ale 4) bo means 
Whatever can be resorted to except by remeasurement for the discovery either of a fised op 
. tu that false meaaurements or errors once introduced may involve serious, por. 
{juries 
5. Tho aggregate tonnage of the Kingdom to be derived from the process approxi 
{hates ns near Ws may be, by menos of the divisor 100, to the aggregate tonnage prescribed 
by the old law. inquiry into the question’ instituted by Government. having 
the admeasurement of the merchant sbipping of this 
count p ‘ime agxregate tonnage as that derived from the eld law, at 
the vaie time justly distributing it between ship and ship in proportion to their tree 
capacites this point being considered aecemary by the derangement that would otherwise 
enave in regan} to the various revenues which have been based by Aets of Parliament on 
the amouok of that tonnage. and in onder also to preserve in continuity for statistical 
Duspones the official index of the jucrease or decrease of British mercantile shipping, Te 
Tull these objects, +0 generally called for, it was necesory to find n factor winele when 
applied to the true aguregate capacity of the merchant navy, would elicit thereficus the 
agaregnte tonnage of the Kingdom as derived from the old law. ‘This exsent point 
nccouplsbed ns pear as may be (with 1°78 pet cont.) by the euployment of the divioor 100, 
the method of arriving at which is given at length in chap ly bees 1 
‘The oggregnte tonnage, as prescribed by the old law, has been ‘taken as the standard 
for this purpore rather than that which would be derived from the new mensarement, 
‘vecnute the aggregate tonnage of the Kinglom vader the latter hos Dever yet beew mec’ 
tained; the proweot statistical tonnage being made up partly from the result of bath neg 
as derived Shum the existing registers of vessels. . Moreover, ax it was the intention of the 
framers of the new meaxurerment that its aggregate tonnage should be the same os that oy 
the old fax, to have taken the former us the regulating datamn woul have bece seu, 
touly to involve its errors in our culealations 
Besides tho advantage of leaving undisturbed all existing contracts, and preserving in 
unbroken continuity the oficial index of the increase or decrease of British, Atvppiog tke 
divisor “ 100 wil be found in other respect lao a very eligible factor, poserstos grees 
‘commeroial conveniences 
(2.) We know for instance that, in the regis tonnage of vessel computed 
laa proposed, every ton must consist exactly of 100 eubie feet, therefore, tO-astertain the 
numitct of cubie fect in a vessel's hold uoder the tonaage deck, it in bly necewary 10 ad 
pliers to the right of the figures expressing the registered tone under that deck, and 
ber of ebie fet Inthe had ea once uhown. = ee. 
For example, suppose the register tonnage under the tonnage deck of a vessel to be 
519 tons then 61,000 fect i the subial contest ot her hol 
(2) Again, to find the number of tons of export measurement goods of 40 cubie feet 
to the ton, which a vessel is enabled to take or atow, itis only to divide the above mane 
ploubie fot by 40, having frst made the proper dedvetion duc to the spuces whic way 
‘be occupied by the orew, store-rooms. provision, and water, pump. well, blame, ke wheal, 
on the whole way, practically speaking, be estimated to ustount to. abut 20 per Cent op 
‘ae ith of the whole cube content under the tonnage dea 
For example, the register tonnage under the tonnage deck being as before 619 tons, 


ts nbc content ofthe ol i610 cube et and 6100 — #808 — 40,520 ot 
i 2982 — 1,238 tons, ‘of export measurement goods that 
ae imine te Traport prode of 30 eubit fet to the ton, we bave 
an be stowed. Or, in 
ONE hae vessel ry be required, a useful 
mi. If the dead weight which a vessel can carry be req 
since eked by dividing the number of cubic feet in the eps = aban 7 
ih result must be taken the weights of the water, provisions, crew, and 
Greate wich tothe cave of being provisioned for twelve monte nay, proctcally speaking 
he eimated to amount to abot 7 percent op onententh of the bower 
Por example, the rexiscr tonnage under the tonnage deck 7 
the cable ae 2 the hold fe 61,900 eobie fect ad Si — 982 tons, the oat 
‘weight of water and provisions, dunnage, and cargo, and 982 — 34! — 912 tons, 
re era dit or 
analysis its practical application to the admeasarement of ships wil be, readily eter 
tained. by inspection of the blank formula prepared for the measuring officer, 
trarious ckamples of the operation given under the head of Chapter 1V. 


ee ESE SS 
No. 897, 


Earl Granville to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Krancis, 


Foreign Office, September 10,1873. 
SINCE the date of my despatch No.1 Commer of th tant, Her Naty 
Government have come to the conclusion that, in addition to the instructions the 
ee or cir cas eae aie ee ir we 
Getlborstions of the International Coounisslon. for eonidering the question of tonoage 
ion wi the Sucre Canal dies i 
ne ree iatiog pol of ee Comminion i the deaiion of the Turkish Gaveronent 
sto ihe toeanlog &¢ the erganal ooneeiaon and that deckon ia ta the effect that the 
Coelpeey sie Jng thelr maxissum of 10 fr, on the English net register ton, 
Company Wench’ Gereramerts fie trae, in the lett sunbed 160 inthe printed 
correspondence, and Sir D, Lange in'n letter fo the *" Tien" of the Gth instant, endea- 
cop ep AT ee ae nr 
Jajesty’s Government to be entirely fallacious 3 
Sea one ee eee eet eee 
2. Shoold the Canal Compaay’ be not contet with this decision, Her, Mujty 
crament will not object to a review ofthe does both ax regards standard nnd amount, 
“I. The only. really satisfactory standard is the gross tonage, menaing by that tra 
the whole Capacity ofthe ships, cluding all covered spaces on deck. without 
any deductions. "There will be no dispute that this should be measured according to the 


ent 


Dg i it isfaotory, will nssiet in 

a Sa mee eer ection SD 
embarn ent. For this reason, if for no other, the decision of the Commission 
eS famoea edits ceed berth approval of Her Majesty's 


sit will not be 
i bject of deductions from gross tonnage 4s one whi 
ie ultimately to avoid a settling the Innget « ration of international tonnage. But 
gross tonnage be adopted aa the standard for the Soex Canal, it way not be necessary to 
our onstantinople. 
emer Foes Votaage be eloped suiie standard, the miximun of the dues must be 
Freier tate wha tbe reduced mucin aboot be, it vil be necoomty fer 
onto jon of the financial position of the Company's 


a, eaaitiona 1o your inetroctions, Hor: Majesty's Goreroment ara! of opinion 


i ela he Comniss 
{hut yo wil bein pion to enter upon the labours of the Comin 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 





No. 398. 
Sir H, Elliot to Barl Granville —(Reecived September 10.) 


(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, September 
ComidLEAR that the American Government decline natning a tata tte Tees 
Commission, as they will not be parties to any arrangement made on the subject at 
onstantinople, where nothing is known about it, where no evidence or information ean be 
gbtsined and where the constitution of the Commission must deprive it of all weight. 
Tie objections are perfectly rights bat it will be greatly to be regretted ifthe United 
tates’ Government do ‘Minister to name a Delegate to take part in the 


ui mc ion as far as relates to the question of the Si Jan 
Aes Sery publ that the Comin may get ncn te See Canal dc 


eee 


No, 599, 
Sir H, Elliot to Earl Grancille—(Received September 11.) 


(Telegraphic) Constantino, 

ph "atentinople, September 11, 1873 
WITH reference to ov tclegram en clair, T would i _ year Dee as 
ution of the Amorionn Minister was to inst relegate to asso: i 

With thowe of Hee Majesty's Government, es ate ye seeks Hae ey 
11 he does not got permission to name one, we lose oue sure vote, 


ee 


No, 400, 


Mr, Doria to Bart Grancille—(Receiced September 12.) 

(No, 31. Commercial) 
My Lord, 

AS directed by your Lonlahip’s despatch marked C 
1 yesterday communicated to Senor Conve Une Mesertads 
Government on the Sues Canal dues, together with the Me 
inclonure in the same despatch from your Lordship, commenti 
ment nae nthe Rosa Joguatn sn P* P= 

_ Seohor Corvo informed me that the said Russian paper bad not beon 
to fm, and that was ignoao it exstence. I Jett papers with his Heaney 

his request, for his perusal, as it appeared to me I could not better promote the objec 
‘of your Lordship By complying with Senhor Corssrchans Nt 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ~~" WM. DORIA, 


ee 


No. 401. 


Mr. Fenton to Karl Granville. (Received Septewber 12.) 


(No, 2. Commercial) 
My Lord, 
WITH. reference to Loe despatch, Commercial, No. 1 of the Sth instant, 1 have the 


The Hague, September 10, 1873. 


honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the copy of a note, by wl in 
Harris communicated to Baron Gericke the substance of yout Laedabresepack Cae 
mercial, No. 23 of August $0, on. the subject of the International Comuuission, which te 
about {0 ineet at Constantinople, on questions concerning the Svex Canal des! snd ter 
urther the honour to inclose the co note which T have reevived from Baroa Gericke, 
hich, after expressing is thaaks for the communication male to hic in your Lenk? 
‘hips name by Sit Edward Harris in the note nbove mentioned, announces the ecupt 
; tion from the Porte to send a Representative to 
question, wnd the appointment of Captain Jansen to this ollier aa 
or With satisfaction the idemtity of the interests of Great Britain aod the 
lands in the questions to be conaidered by the Commission. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) "HL P. FENTON. 


Neth 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 401. 
Sir B, Harris to Baron Gericke. 


M, le Baron, ‘The Hague, September 3, 1873, 

HER Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Aguirs informs me that his Lordship 
has received a note from the Ottoman Ambassador at London, stating the 15th of 
September has been fixed as the date for the mecting at Constantinople of the Inter- 
national Commission on questions connected with the Suez Canal dues ; and that Her 
‘Majesty's Government have accepted the invitation to take part in the Coxntnission. 

Colonel Stokes, formerly British Delegate in the European Commission of the 
Danabe, and Sir Philip Francis, Hee Majesty's Judge and Consul-General, at Constanti- 
‘ople, will represent Her Majesty's Government on this occasion. 

As our two countries are equally interested in this question, perbaps your Excellency 
‘would kindly inform me what steps the Netherlands Government have taken with respect 


to the proposed International Commission. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) E. A. J. HARRIS. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 401, 
Baron Gericke to Mr. Fenton. 


Monsieur, La Hays, le 9 Septembre, 1873. 

EN ‘votis priant de transmettre A son Excellence M. le Comte Granville mes 
Femercinents pour Ia communication que Sir Edwont Harris # bien voula m'adresser to 
3 de ce mois, J'ai Thonneur de porter & votre connalsance que le Gouvernement du Roi a 
également regu de PAmbassadeur de Tunyale Finvitation de se fhite représonter i une 
Gontéreoce qui ve réonira te 15 Septembre & Constantinople pour dibéer sur Tadoption 
d'un mode international de jauger les navires et den déterwiner la capacité utitisable, 
fins’ que sur Tes moyens de Fésoudee les diftoultés qui v0 sont élevés A ce sujet par rapport 
‘aux prages sur Je Canal de Suez. 

Le Gouvernement da Roi a de mtme accepté cetto invitation et a désigné pour le 
reprérenter & la Conférence M. le Capitaine do vaisseau Janson, loquel partira dis deroain 
pour se rendre A sa destination 

Jee Hal du rst, & consater In contrmité, dintétts ql ext, poor. Js Paya 
Bas et la Grande Bretagne par rapport & ces questions, et que Lord Granville a bien youl 
fairo ressortir, 

Vouiller, &e. 


(Signd) GERICKE, 


No. 402, 
Sir H, Elliot to Earl Grancille—(Received September 12, 
(No. 166. Commercial.) 
My Loni, ‘Therapia, September 4, 1873. 

‘THE inclosed note from Raschid Pasha, in answer to the inquitios 1 hd addressed to 
him of the real meaning of the declaration of the Porte about the Suc Canal dues, shows 
‘® continuance of the determination to avoid using an expression which ix not open to a 
double interpretation. 

By my note of the 19th of July I asked Rasohid Pasha to be authorized to inform 
your Lordship “that the tue meaning of the Porte is, that the only basis on w! 
Tompany will be lilly entitled to collect the does is that ofthe net tonnage ofthe ahipn, 
measured on the Moorsom system, until some other system is decided upon through an 
International Commission,” 

In my note of the Sth of August 1 
received no written answer fo that inquiry, I should form njesty's 
Government that his Excellevcy had that moming ofticinly authorized me to convey to 
your Lordship the assurance that the note of the 19th of July had correctly conveyed the 

of the Porte; and the note which I ow forward to your Lordship, notwith- 
standing the wish to avoid too plain speaking, is at least valuable as a written and official 
notification of the accuracy of that statement. 
Thave, Se. 


(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
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Inclosure in No. 402. 
Raschid Pasha to Sir H. Elliot. 


Sublime Porte, le 27 Aoitt, 1873. 
pu disposer pour répondre par écrit a Ia lettre 
r date du 7 Aott, et dans laquelle vous miannoncez 
qu'en tansmettant ma note du 6 Aodt & votre Gouvernement, vous avez déclaré gu’a la 
auito de lentretion que nous avons eu ila date méme de votre lettre, vous aviez donné 
Vassuranee que 1a décision de Ia Sublime Porte au sujet du droit du Canal devrait étre 
entendue dans Je senis que vous indiquiez dans votre note du 19 Juillet. 

Aussitbt aprés la réception de la lettre de votre Excellence je me suis empressé de 
donner A M. le Premier Drogwan do !'Ambussade des explication’ qui doivent vous avoir 
4é transmis temps de mani ce ql n'y ait place } aucune ineeitude. 

La pensée de In Sublime Porto ressort dailleura tres clairement des deux lettres 
adresses par son Altesse le Grand Vizir A Son Altesse le Khedive, ainsi que de ma 
note du 6 Aott, et dans les entreticns que fri ea Vhonneur davoir avce votre Excellence 
Je me suis attach, ainni quit était de mon devoir, & we tenir ousststrictement que possible 
‘dans tes limites de cette pensée, Comme votre Excellence se trouve déjh en ion de 
es documents il n'y aurait_ansuréwent aucune utiité hrépéter ici & votre Excellence oe 
qu'elle sait dja, et pourtant il ne me resternit pas autre chose A faire, si je derais revenir 
ici sur la question. | La rbgle da net tonnage d’aprés le systéme Moorsom, telle qu'elle est 
formulde dans lee documents suamentionnés, semble & ton Gouvernement la meilleure 
sinon la seule solution actuelloment intorprétative a taquelle il eit été possible d'arriver. 
Et sane voatoir en rien. prguger Vopinion du Cabinet do Sa Majesté Britannique, je croix 
pouvoir affirmer qu'en tant que votre Excellence a eu pour but de faire contatite A son 
Gouvernement la conviction dans laquelle Ia Sublime Porte so trouve A ce sujet, elle a 
reproduit trts exactement et trés fidalement le sens de nos communications officielles aussi 
bien que des entretiens auxquels vous voulez bien vous rapporter. 

Veuillez, te, 
(Signs) RASCHID. 


No. 403, 
Mr, Gray to Mr, Hammond.—(Recrived September 12.) 


Sir, Bourd of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, September \, 1873. 

IN reply to your letter of tho 8th instant, on the sbjoot of the Suce Canal duos, I 
am direated by the Hoard of Trade to refer you to their ltter of the Sth tant, whch 
was written afer consultation with Colonel Stokes, and contains the results of that 
consultation, 

Colonel Stokes has been put fully In possession of the views of this Board, on the 
weston of taanage, and of the bering of shove views on the Goes Canal quonton esi 
present stands 

Under existing circumstances it is scarcely possible to forosee distinctly what co 
sha en sate a aa ents oer dint Wd ore 
tine, communicate with the Foreign Ofice, and afford Her Majesty's Government the 
opportunity of expressing their views on the different points ns they arise. 

Thave, a. 
(Signed) HOMAS GRAY. 


No. 404, 
Earl Grawwille to Count Wolkenstein, 


M. le Chargé d’Adhires, Foreign Office, September 12, 1873, 

LT HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your tote of the 3rd instant, and 
1 beg that you will be 40 good as to convey to the Impérial and Royal Government, the 
thanks of Hor Majesty's Government for the comminication of the instruction, therein 
incloted, to Count Zaluski, on the subject of the Intematioual Commission for the 
settlement of the questions connected with the Suez Canal ducs, 
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Her Mojesty’s Government have again had the satisfaction to learn from this eommu- 
nication that, as regards the principles of the case, the views of the two Governments are 
the samo, although, in regard to some points, they do not appear to be in exact conformity. 
Tho Austro-Hungarian Govorninent does not seem to apprehend that difficulty will be 
experienced i settling at Constantinople the general tonnage question, whereas Her 
‘Majesty's Government fear that it is not m question which ie likely to be $0 satisfhctorily 
settled at Constantinoplo as it wight be in London, or some other great commercial and 
shipping centre, 

‘Her Majesty's Government farther are of opinion that the past overcbarges—the sums 
inwproperly levied by the Sucz Canal Company since the 30th of June, 1872—ought to be 

funded, ‘Ther can be no doubt as to the fact that these sums have beon wrongly 
charged, and if claim for repayment is not tnadle, the sanction of the Powors is given to the 
coune which the Company hus pursued. It is to be remembered, morwaver, that several 
Governments, including Her Majesty's, advised payment to bo made by ahipmasters under 

est. 
Prot havo requested Her Majesty's Ambassador at Vienoa to. communicate to the 
Imperial and Royal Government w copy of the instructions which I have addressed to the 
British Delegate ut the International Commision. Her Majesty's Government would not 
‘object, provided the International Commision i¢ sntisfied on the point, to a temporary 
increase, pending the settlement of the question, of 1 fr. per ton in addition to the rate 
which, under the Porte’ interpretation of the Concession and Firman, the Company ix 
ow logy ened to lary. ler Majesty's Goverament wil tha question of the 
rate of dues should be promptly and satisfactorily rettled ; and that the requirements of 
the Canal should be entefully considered, 

T have not deemed it expedient to give tho British Delegates precise Instructions on 

ts of detail, inasmvach as it would seem advisable that the whole subject should be 
freely ani fully investigated (n the Commission. 

With regard, however, the wugestions that Delegate on the part of the Kiidive 
Should be ppinted to the Comargson, ond tat 9 Representative of the Company should 
be beard before it, Her Majesty's Government do not think ft advisable to take any step, 
‘The fire of these suggestions is, in their opinion, entirely a matter for the Porte to decide, 
If the Turkish Government thiok that it s expedient thet an Egyptian Delegate should 
‘it in the Commission, Her Majesty's Goverment would have oo objection, but they would 
not be disposed to recommend such a courye, wor to take any stop in the mattor. 

‘The attendance of n Representative of the Company they would consider to be a 
matter for the Commission itself to decide, ‘The instructions with which the Britis 
Delegates are furnished would enable them to act in regnrd to all snwtters of detail in 
tanner as they Judge best for the prompt nnd satisiuctory settleiment of the questlo 
Defore the Cotmiaion, 

Her Majesty's Government ate disposed to think that in the event of its appenting 
protable, in tho cours of the discunions of the Comubssion, that useful results are likely 
to ensuo from itx deliberations on the geoeral subject of » wuiform tounge law. the best 
course ‘woald Le, after a basis has heen agreed upon in regard to those matters which may 

ed more expecially the Sues Canal questions, that those members of the Commission 
‘who posess techbical knowledge of the tonnage question should adjourn to London, 
Seientite and techoical information will be required 10 ennble the Commission to nevive at 
‘conclusions ou this subject which will carry weight with them, whieh, as L have before 
remarked, Her Majesty’ Government think cannot be obtained at Coniantinople, 
aun, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No, 40 
Mr. Hammond to Mr. Groy. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 1%, 1875, 
1AM directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you a copy of a letter, rocelved 
throvgh the Acting Heitint Consol-General in Ezypt, which has een addressed. by 
. de Lexscps to Nubar Pash, and upon which was founded Me, Vivian's telegram of the 
WU ultimo, a copy of which was communicated to the Board of ‘Trade in tho printed 
respecting the Suex Canal question whict accompanied my lotter of tho 


eo 
Gth instant, 
ta i fs Ist Sake ats before the Lords of Trude, you will 
(22 4 
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move their Lordships to favour Lord Granville with such observations as they may have 
to offer thereupon. : 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) -E. HAMMOND. 


Tnelosure in No. 405. 
MM, de Lessrpa to Nubor Pasha, August 16, 1873. 


{See Inclosure in No. 385.] 


NN OE EEE 


No. 406. 
Mr. Gray to Mr. Hammond-—(Received September 13.) 


Sin, Bourd of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, Septewber 13, 1873. 
1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to inclose, for the’ conxiderstion of Lord 
Granville, two additional classes which, in. the opinion of the President of this Board, it 
tmay be well to add to the instructions to be given to Colonel Stokes in connection. with 
his visit to Constantinople, ‘The first of these clauses is intended to guard against’ the 
ion that gross tonnaye is to be charged ax net tonnage, and the second clause is 
utended to guard aguinat the acceptance of any ton other than the grass ton or of any 
system of deductions from gross tonnage, without the previous consideration of Her 
Majesty's Govornment, 
Jam, &e. 
(Signed) "THOMAS GRAY. 


Inclosure in No, 406, 


Propored Additional Clawser to Instructions to Britinh Commissioner, 


IN case the gros tonnage without deductions should be adopted aa the standard, 
then a deduction should bo made in the maximum of 10 france per tou. ‘The dedustion 
should be no fixed as to give the Company, in the nggregate, an income equal to that 
which they would be entitled to according to’ the present standard, with such addition if 
any) 08 inay, having regard to the financial position of the Company, prove to be reason 
able anu necessary for the propor carrying on of its business, 

2. It may possibly prove to be impracticable, in the face of existing circumstances, 
to adopt gross tonnage ws the standard, and to reduce the maximum tolls in the manner 
above indicated, In this ease it will bo necessury for the Commissioners to consider the 
rules for dedueting from the gros tonnage the spaces not utiizable for earning freight, 
‘and to recommend alterations In the exiating roles. This will, having regard to the Suez 
Canal question on the one hand, nnd the question of International Tonnage on the other, 
be u mattor of great dificolty, and all suggestions which may arise on this part of the 
fatjeet should be communicated fully and at once to Her Majesty’ Goverument for their 
instructions. 


No, 407. 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville—{Received September 14.) 


(Telegraphic.) 
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No, 408. 
Mr. Hemmond to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis. 


Forcign Office, September 15, 1873, 

AMONGST the papers inclosed in Earl Granville’s despatch No. 2 of the 9th instant, 
‘with the view to make you acquainted with the opinions of foreign Governments in regard 
to the Suez Canal dacs, is a mnemorandam communicated to his Lordship by M. Datreil, 
the French Chargé d’Affaires at this Court, on the 15th of last month. 

Tam now directed by his Lordship to ‘call your attention to the following passage in 
this memorandum, in which it is stated that improvements ato required “au point de vues 
de Fallézement des charges afférentes aux navires sur lest, aux transports de guerre et aux 
paquebdte-poste,” Rica 

am, &e. 


(Signed) E, HAMMOND. 


No, 400. 
Earl Grantille to Sir B, Thornton, 


) Forrign Office, September 15, 1873, 
E received the following telegram from Sir. H. Elliot -— 

“Tlearn that the American Government decline naming a Delogate to the Tonnage 
Commission, ax they will not be parties to any arrangement rode on the subject at 
Constantinople, where nothing is known about it, where no evidence or information can 
be obtained, and where the constitution of the Commission must deprive it of all weight, 
‘The objections are perfectly just: bot it will be greatly to be regretted if the Amorican 
Government do not authorize their Minister to namo a Delegate to tako part in the 

lings of a Commission as fr as relates to the question of tho Suoz Canal dues.” 

‘State to American Government that Her Majesty's Government hopo they will 
appoint a Delegate, at any rate, for the last-natned business of the Coumnlssion, 


No, 410, 
Earl Granville to Sir E. Thornton, 


». 61. Commereial.) 


Foreign Office, September 15, 1873, 


ic, 

WITH referonce to your despatch No. 3. Commercial, of the 20th of Janunty last, T 
dave to inform you that T received, on the 10th instant, telegram from Sie H. HlKot, 
reporting that hic had heard that tho United States’ Government dectine naming a Delegate 
to the Tonnage Commission, as they will not be parties to any arrangement made on the 
subject at Constantinople, where nothing is known about it, where no evidence or infor- 
‘mation eun be obtained, and whore the constitution of the Commission must deprive it of 
all weight. 

"SE Ti. Eliot adds that these objections are perfectly just, but that it will be greatly 
to be regretted if the United States’ Goverument do oot aithoriae their Minister to name 
‘a Delegate to take part in tho proceedings of the Commission, as far as relates to the 
‘question of the Suez Canal dues. 

Under these circumstances I have to request that you will state to the American 
Government that Her Majesty's Government hope they will appoint a Delegate, at any 
rate for the last named business of the Commission. 
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No. 41. 
Sir E. Thornton to Earl Granville —(Reecived September 15.) 


(Telegraphic) Washington, September 15, 1873, 

WITH reference to your telogram of to-day, Mr. Fish is absent, bat will be commu- 
bieated with, He recently spoke to me aboot the Tonnage Commission, as reported in 
wy despatch No, 873 of the Sth instant. His principal objections to naming Delegate 
were want of time to send instructions, and a doubt whether the President has the power 
to authorize any one to promise the consent of the American Goverment to any Resolution 
which inight be adopted by the Commission, I leara, further, that there is no American 
at Constantinople oF near it who understands the question, 


—e SS 
No. 412. 


Earl Graneille to Lori bytton. 


Commercial.) 
Foreign Office, September 15, 1873, 
ajesty's Government hare had under their consideration Lond Lyons’ 
87, Commercial, of the 7th instant, and I have to state to you that they 
‘approve his Execlleney's language to the Duc du Broglie, ax therein reported, wit 
reference to the Suez Canal question. 

Thave also to obsorve that, while Her Majesty's Gorerument mgret that the French 
Government do not share their views ws to the munnee of giving effect ta tho Porte's 
decision In this matter, they ore glad to learn that the opinion of the French 
Government, as to the statur of the Canal Company in regard to jurisdiction, is the ame 
au tholr own, 

1 have to add that, en difference of opinion on this subject appears to. have 
prevailed. in Ravpt, Her’ Majesty's Government trost the Prench Judicial Authorities 


in Egypt will by toformed of the decision thus come to by their Goverumen 
Tam, fo. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


jo. 19, 


Musurus Pasha to Earl Granville—(Received September 15.) 


Ambassade Impériate Ottomanc, Londres, 
My Lord, le \5 Beptembre, 1873. 
mo réfiront & mes préeédentes communieations, fai thonneur d'iafurmer votre 
ceellence yue la plapart dox Délégués qui doivent prendre part aux travaux de la. Come 
a Internationale pour Vanité de tonnage n'étant pas encure arrivés & Constantinople, 
dcidlé de reculer de quinze jours ladate de ta reunion, et dela romettre au 1” Octobre 
peoebain. 

En portant cette décision & In connaisance do votre Excelletce, je la prie de vouloir 
bien me fhive savoir si jo suis autoria’ & acnoncer av Gouvernement Impérial que M. lo 
Colonel Stokes, Yun dex Delégnds Britanniques, lequel était sur le poiok de partir pour 
Constantinople, sera arrivd dans la capitale de t'Empire avant la fin dai molx oourent. 

Jai, Ke. 
(Sign) MUSURUS. 


No. 414. 
Sir A, Buchanan to Earl Granville (Received September 15.) 


(No, 46, Comraercial.) 
My Lord, , Penna, September 5, 1873. 

T REPORTED to your Lordship by telegraph on the 2nd instant, that the Austro- 
Hungarian Government have named two delogates, and a suparnumerury ove to attend the 
Conference on the Suet Canal dues which is to mcet at Constantinople on the 15th 
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instant, and that copy of the instroctions on the subject to the Austro-Hungarian 
Chargé d’Affaires at Constantinople had been sent to the Austrian Embassy in London for 
confidential communication to your Lordship. 1 have since received your Lordship's 
Commercial despatch No. 30 of the 20th ultimo, informing ie that Her Majesty's 
Government have sppointed Major Stokes and Sir Philip Francis to represent them at the 
said Conference, and your Lordship's Commercial despateh No. 32 of the 2od instant, 
acquainting me with the answer Which you gave to the Affaires in 
London, declining a proposal that the Canal Company should be allowed to continue to 
levy the dues as at preseat 

In the absence of Count Andmssy, 1 have communicated the substance of these 
despatches to the Imperial and Royal Governiments, through Baron Hofmann and Baron 
Orezy the Under-Secretaries of State, 

Having been allowed by Baron Hofmaon to rad the instroctions to the Austrian 
Chargé d’Afaires at Constantinople, I stated to him, and I have since done x0 to. Barot 
Orezy, with reference to the readiness expressed by their Government to renounce, under 

f circumstances, any claims on the part of Austro-Hungarian subjects for the 

rei! by the Porte to have beed illegally levied by the 
Company, that your Lordship had stated, previously to any expression of opinion by the 
Porte, that you could not make a similar concession on the part of the British subjects 
who had paid the increased dues under protest. And I added that, xinoo the interpretation 
given by the Porto to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Coustantinople of the Vizirial letter of 
ultimo, it appeared to me that Her Mujesty"s Governesent could. not do so, 
acurring a serious pecuniary responsibility towards the persons who may have 
ast the Canal Con 

Andrassy appears (0 have inade this Concession in deference to the opinions of 
nm Government, with a view to induce them to modify their views on tho 
question generally, and I shall not be surprised if he should, with. tl object, mnake 
further concessions to the Company, ax to the ammount of the dies which may be hereafter 
levied on net tonnage accoring to the syatom of measurement to bo extablisie by the 
Conference, as I helieve there is an idea here that if suc nount of revenue, uv the 
Company wured from the tonnage duce payable by veusols 
passing throvgh the Canal, they would flad some other means of furthering their interests 

At the expense of shipowners. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHANAN 


No. 415. 
Mr Adams to Karl Granville—(Received September \5,) 


(No. 17, Commercial, Confidential.) 
My Lond, Berlin, September 13, 8 

IN obedience to the nx contained in your Lordship's despatch No 25, 

rked Commercial, of the 10th instant, I have communicated coutidentinlly to Hert vou 

Philipsborn, for the information of the German Government, a copy of the Instruction to 
the British Delegates at the Intern ntantinople, for the settlement 
‘of tho questions connected with the 

His Excellency informed me that the German Government had alpo received copies of 
the Austrian and Re , that they bad dispatched their own instructions to 
Coustantinople, and that # desire was that thotr Representatives should work in 
concert with his colleagues, with a view of arriving at a settlement conceming the dues ta 
be levied. 

T have, de, 
(Signed) F. 0, ADAMS. 


No. 416, 
Earl Grancille to Murerus Pasha, 
M. VAmbossadeur, Foreign Office, September 17, 1873, 


| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
ASth instant, announcing that the meeting of the International Commission on Tonnage 
aK 


fe) 
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Measurement. at Constantinople bas been postponed till the Ist of October; and, in 
returning to you the thanks of Her Majesty's Government for this communication, I beg 
to state, with reference to your Excelleney's inquiry as to whether Colonel Stokes may be 
expected to arrive at Constantinople before the end of the present month, that the officer 
in question left this country on the 12th instant, and will doubtless reach Constantinople 
before the time fixed for the opening of the Commission. Pen 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 417, 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot, 

(No 119, Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1873. 

WITH reference to your telegram of the 10th inatani, I inclose, for your Rxcellencs’s 
Information, copies of u telegram which, upon its receipt, 1 addressed to Sir E. Thornton, 
anal of the reply which he has returned thereto, with respeet to the hesitation of the United 
States’ Goveromont to wend a Delegate to the Loternational Commission on the Suez 
Canal den, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE. 


No. 418, 


Kart Graneille to Colonel Stokes and Sir, P. Prancis. 


(No. 6.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Offer, September 19, 1873. 

1 HAVE to inform you that it appears advisable to Mer Majesty's Government 
to furnish you, for your guidance, with the two following additioaal elauses to. the 
Instructions which were contained in my despatches Nox. 1 and 3 of the 6th and 10th 


Instant, with reference to tho International Commissio 

he first of these clanacs is intended to guard against the notion that groes tonnage |x 
to be charged us net tonnage, and the second clause is intended to guard against the 
acceptance of any other ton than the gros tov, or of any aystem of deductions from 
gross tonnage without the previous consideration and sanction of Her Majesty's Govern. 
ment. 

1. In case tho gross tonnage without deductions should be adopted ax the standard, 
then @ deduction should be made io the maximum of 10 fe. per too. The deduction 
should be so fixed as to. give the Company in the aggregate wn income equal to that 
which they would be entitled to according to the prevent standant, with auch ax’ may, 
having regard to the financial position of the Company, prove to be reasonable and 
necemary for the proper carrying on oft business. 

2. fe may possibly prove to be impmetieable, in the Gico of existing eireunstances, 
to adopt gross tonnage ws the standard, and to reduce the maximum tolls in the manner 
above indicated, 

In this caso it will be necessary for the Commissioners to conslier the mules for 
deducting from the gross tonnage the spaces not utilizable for earning freight, apd to 
‘ecomunend sltertions in the exstiog ra atten 3 

his, having regard to the Suez Canal Question on the one hand, and the question of 
Internaticaal tonnage on, in otter, may prove. a. inatier of soem dleulty1, and all 
suggestions which may arise on this part of the subject, shoold be communicated by you 
fully and at once to Her Mojety's Goverament for thelr inatruction, 
fam, &e. 
Signed) GRANVILLE. 


ee 
No. 419. 
Mr. Hamaondl to Mr. Grey. 


Foreign Office, September 19, 1873. 
1 AM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant, incloning copies of two additional clauses to be added to the instructions 


au 


farnisbed to the British Delegates at the International Conference on tonnage admeasure- 
ment at Constantinople; and I am, in reply, to request that you will state to the 
Lords of ‘Trade that further instructions, in the sense of your letier, have boon seat to 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


No. 420, 
Lord Lytton to Bark Granville—(Reccived September 21.) 


(No. $9, Commercial) 

My Lord, Paris, September 19, 1873. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No, 252, Commercial, of tho 1th 
Thave tho honour to report that I have expremed to the Duc de Broglie the 
action with which Her Majesty's Government havo learned from Lord Lyons that the 
‘opinion of the Fren is the same as their own as to the status of the Sue 
Canal Company, in regurd to jurisdiction, and have requested his Excelleuay to make this 

opinion officially known to the French judicial authorities in Egypt. 
Thave, fe. 
(Signed) LYTTON, 


—_____ 
No. 421. 
Sir &, Thornton to Berl Grancille.—(Receiced September 21.) 
(No. 373.) 
My Lord, Washington, September 8, 1873, 

DURING a conversation which 1 had with Mr. Fish at hie countey hi 
rd instant, he informed me that he had jast received n tolograin from Mr. Boker, United 
States’ Minister at Constantinople, announcing that a meeting of tho roproxentatives of 
different maritime Powers would be held on the 1th instant in that city for the purpose 
of taking into consideration the questi 2 Canal dues, and inquiring whother he 
should take part in the o cor whether he should name some person for that 
purpose on behalf of the United States 

‘Mr. Fish said that it was oow too Into, with reference to that meoting, to forward 
instructions to Mr. Boker as to the views of his Government upon the question, and even 
if it were possible todo so in time, he doubted whether the President could authorize 
Mr, Boker to concur in any decision which might be come to, of to engoge that his 
Government should be bound by it, Under these circumstances he thought it would be 
urolows, and perhaps undignified, that the Representative of the United States should be 
present at a discussion ia which he could neither take part, offer opinions, nor acquiesce in 
conclusions which might be arrived at. He had, therefore, directed Me. Boker to refrain 
from attending the meeting, 

But Mr. ded that this step hd been taken with no wish to imply the sl 
objection to the consideration of the question, which he thought was ono which it was very 
desirable should be settled ; on the contrary, he was oot without hopes that the Govern 
ment of the United Stutes would be able subsequently to acquiesce Jn thie de 
shall be taken by the Representatives of other maritinve Powers, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EDWD. THORNTON. 


No, 422, 
Sir A, Paget to Earl Granville —(Received September 21.) 


(No. 100. Confidential.) 
My Lord. Florence, September 9, 1873, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reecipt of your Lordship's despatches 
Nos. 18 and 20, Commercial, of the 30th of August and 2nd inxtant, relative to the Suez 
Canal Commission, and to ioform you that 1 have communicated the contents of those 
despatches to the Italian Minister for Foreign Affais. 

Thave, Se, 
Bigned) A. PAGE! 
SSS ee 
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No, 423. 
Mr. Vivian to Earl Groncille—{ Received Septenber 22.) 


(No. 29. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Alexandria, September 13, \873. 

THE disingenuous and evasive reply of the Suez Canal Company to the decision of 
the Porte as conveyed to them by the Khedive, seems to have realized Sir Henry Elliot's 
fears that, if the Porte were not sufficiently precise in its detinition of the “ton " con- 
templated by the Firman, the Company would take advantage of any vagueness of terms 
to amert thatthe ates iy bad alendy adopted was in confraily withthe dechion of 
the Porte. 

‘This is exuetly what they have done. ‘The Porte having decided that, as the Moorsom 
system of measurement gives the nearest approximation to the tonnage representing the 
absolute capacity of a sbip, described in the Firman as the “ton of capacity,” it should be 
aulopted by the Company, they reply that they are perfectly satisfied with this decision, as 
the “ Moorsom " aystem of measurement is the one they have employed since the th of 
Mareb, 197: 

The Porto, no doubt, meant the “ Moorsom" register oF net tonnage, while the 
Company levy their duex ‘on the grous tonnage calculated by “ Moorsom’s” system of 
measurement 

‘Tho first objection that strikes we to the assertion of the Company is that the 
‘Turkish ton is dexeribed in the * Tai of Light Dues” of the Ottoman, Expire a being 
tho same as tho English, American, and Span 1 and equal to 792 ocques, whic 
conelude, corresponds to the English registee ton. It this be #0, the Porte could not ba 
rmenot the gross tonnage. 

‘The reply goes on to say that, if the Powers are dissatistied with the Porte's decision, 
the Company, while denying thet ijudieate on a contmet beyond their purview. 
admits that, for general sclentific purposes, it would be very useful that they should 
‘endeavour {6 agree upan a real and equitable type of ton which should be common to the 
ships of all nations; but the Company earefully guard themselves from any admission that 
they will abide by the determination at which the Commi wayne 

Itis therefore probable that, if the decision does it the Company. they 
repualiate it, more expecially as it’ will be conveyed to thew by bolfereluctant agents 
Porte probably from timidity, the Khedive partly ftom the same cause and partly from some 
vague hope that, as the question may have to come before the Local Courts, our difficulty 
‘may in some way promote his pet scheme for the eatablishment of the new Egyptian Courts 
of Law, which he is ta 

But perhaps. the wight be shaken were 
they reminded that, while they pretend to levy dues to the naximum amount permitted by 
the Firman, they hive feft one of the fet and most important conditions of their contract 
wnfultited, 

T fancy that, if a Commission were seat to. the spot to examine and report ax to the 
actual dimensions of the Canal, a+ compared with thore specified in tho contract, they 
‘would find that, whereas it contract dimensions should be GO metrea on the surface and 
14 metres below, its real dimension are only from 38 to 63 metres on the surfiee and in 
many places only 22 metres below. 

Tf this be 90, might not the Company be summoned to fulfil their contract and 
onlarge tho Canal to its proper dimensions, which they would find great difficalty in doing ? 
Meanwhile, tight not their right to levy the maximum amount of dace, to which they 
can only be entitled on the complete execution of their contract, be fairly contested ? 

‘Then ws tegnrds the enforcement of the final decision ; might not the Porte and the 
Egyptian Government be properly held responsible for its due exeeution? If the I 
clearly appreciated this, it could hardly hesitate to enforve the decision of the Com 


sion, 
L hare, & 
(Signed) ©. VIVIAN, 
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No, 424, 
Lord A. Loftus to Eorl Granvitle—(Received September 2: 


Commercial) 
St. Petorsburyh, September \7, 1873, 
IN the receipt of your Lordship's telegram of the Ist instant, 1 instructed 
Mr. Michell to call on M. de Westmann, and to enquire from his Excellency what couree 
the Imperial Government intended to pursue with regard to the proposed Commission to 
‘oeet at Constantinople on the LSth instant, to acu the Suet Cal dues. 
have the honour to inclose to your Lordship a report which 1 have received fro 
Me Michell of his interview wth M. de Westman and the reply whi hs Exedy 
gave to the inquiry referred to, the substance of which 1 reported in my telegram of the 
gretete In bh L reported in my telegram of th 
At an interview which I bad vosterday with M. de Westmann, at which I read to his 
Facelleney your Londship's despatch No, 20 of August 30, he contirmed t0 me what he 
Yd prvioly ated to Me, Michel 
thea communicated to his Excellenoy your Lordship's despatch No, 22, dated 
September 2, in which it is stated. that, in ‘reply to. a proposal addressed. t0 your 
Lordship by the French Chargé d'Affiites, that tho Sucx Canal Company abould be 
allowed to continue to levy the Canal dues ns at preacnt, your Lordship lind infortnad hin 
that, in accordance with Viairial letters of the 13th of July, the Company will only be 
legally entitled to collect the dues on the basis of the nett tonnage of ships mensured on 
the Moorsom sxatem, until. some other system is decided upon through the International 
Commission ; that Her Majesty's Government could not, therefore, sanction the levying of 
many other buss that fk was the duty of the Company to place theme 
soe ith ia postin of adoabted legality: und that Her Mesiy's Goverment 
will be ready to consider fully and equitably any roproventations which mony be wade of 
Bebalf ofthe Conapany oo ee 
=e al, ft our Lordship's despatch No, 22 in M, de Westmana's hands, for his more 
M. de Westman replied thet the object of the Commission was to solve the 
technical dificalty, namely, to establish a general uniform aysteu for the reasurement of 
‘When that was effected the Commission would no doubt come a 
ment fal ther existing difnences 7 Se ee ee 
de Weatmann informed me that the meeting of the Commission hud beon 
postponed tll October 1, for what reasons his xeliency did uot ate Mb 
Vhavo, &e. 
(Signed) AUGUSTUS LOFTUS. 


Jnclosure ia No. 424 
Mr. Michell to Lord A. Loftus 


My Lexi, St. Petersburgh; eptember, 1873, 
IN obedience to your Lordship’ imtructions I wna thie toring ph Ni dp 
\ n, aod asked him, on behalf ur Excellenay, what course the Imperial 
Gorerament intended ta. rie with Tefsreaee to’ te Antecatonal Cea 
onl der alti tt Cantante and 1 torher md Ean 
say objection to sate the mat of the lanteutions which veil aed 
s os Delogate to that Commission. : ae 
is xcelleney replied that a the qucation of the Suez Canal dus. wns purely 2 
technical question, General Ignatied? hot been instructed to appoint alter Aduieal 
Tehihaschelf of M. Steiger, of the Ruraian Steam Navi d Trading Company in 
‘the Black Sea, or even both those gentlemen, ax Commissioners on the: part of Runsia. 
The Commissloner, hia Exeelleey sid, would ‘be charged to endesmour to eeabish a 
new sar fer te mauement of test psig hgh th Se Cara, wth en 
to making their registered tonnage agree ax closely ax possible with their actual cupncit 
ted they oul ss nists Uae te ea el ay, 
Comin nore favourable or otherwise to the Compa claims should be 
admit ee to the rates levied on vessels that had Previously passed Uhrourh tho 
4k 
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Canal, as it would be a mortal blow to the Company if they were compelled to refund the 
‘excess of the charges which had already been made. ew 
(Signed) T. MICHELL. 


————EE——— Se 
426, 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot. 

(No. 120 Commercial. 

Bir, Foreign Office, September 22, 1873. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 112, Commercial, of the (th instant, It 

to your Excollency herewith, woder Bying ‘seal, a further instruction which T 

auidressed to Colonel Stokes abd Sir P. Francis, with respect to the question of the Suez 

Canal diues.* 


(Signed) HAMMOND, 
ee 


No. 426. 
Sir . Thorutan 40 Earl Graneitler=(Received September 22.) 


(Telegraphie.) Constantinople, September 21, 1873. 

T BELIEVE it important that we should not tose vote of America on the Bucz Canal 
duos, on which I ean count, if Amorica can be induced to instruct her Minister here by 
telegraph to appoint a Commissioner to the Conference which is to meet on the Ist of 
Ootober, Thornton might powibly induce Fish to adbere to the promise contained in his 

ich of January 14 {0 Thorton to take part in n conference on the Suez Canal dues, 
jostructions being givon to the American Commissioner to refase to take part in uny 
‘discussion on & change of Moorsom ayxtom of meuaurement, 


EE 
No. 427. 
Me. Farrer to Mr: Hammond.—{ Received September 22.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, September 22, 187%, 
LAM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the U3th iostant (which wus Fecelved at this Office on the 18th instant), on the aubject of 
the Suex Canal Dues, transmitting copy of a letter received through the acting Bri 
Conmul-Genceal in Kaypt, which has been addressed to M. de Lesseps by Nubar Pas 
‘and upon which was founded Mr. Vivian's tolegram of the 29h ultimo. Tam also to 
acknowledge your letter of the 17th ioatant, inclosing further papers on this subject, 

Tn compliance with Earl Granville’s request to he favoured with the observations of 
this Bourd upon the papers in question, Tam to state, for the information of his Lordship, 
that, if it were not for the iatim previous communications, and for 
Sir D. A. Lange's leter in the " Tioves” of the tth of September, the Board would have 
een astonished to see the interpretation which M. de Lesseps finds it possible to place 
upon the action of the Porte. ‘ 

Nothing can be clenrer than the decision of the Porte, contained in the letter to the 
Khodive of the 12th July, vitw that the * net tonnage ncconling to the Moorsom system ” 
infor the present the proper dinndaed, Noe can snything be cleaet than the meaning of 
the words “net tonnage acconiing to the Moorsom systea 

"The Moursou eyatem i the system, adopted by England in 1864 for measuring the 
internal capacity of wahip. The gross tonnage according to that system is the tonnage 
thus ascerthined, without deduetioos , and the “net tounage,” according to that system, 

the tonnage after making the deductions allowed by that system, or, in other words, the 


ie can vith any propriety be attached to those words; and Her 
Majesty's Representatives ought, in the opinion of the Bonrd of Trade, to be instructed at 
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once fo repudiate the gloss which M. de Lésseps attempts to put upon them, and to. press 
Ee ects aiiiicoes wisn Batcedekirs F 
This subject has. been so fally discussed in my letter of the Oth instant, that it ix 
unnecessary to add further arguments 
Bat te fiet that the Company jusist on interpreting the Porte's decision in a manner 
favourable to their own pretensions, has led the Board of Trado to consider the expediency 
fof making some addition to the instructions already given to the British Commissioners. 
‘Those instructions have proceeded on the supposition that the Porte’s decision had nnequic 
‘vocally established the proposition that the net or régister ton, according to the Moorsom 
tystem, is the ton upon which the Company are for the present entitled to take their 
fhaximutn of 10 ff-a too, and consequently this proposition eppeared to be the propor 
‘of departure for the Tnternat 
It seeas, however, that the Company are determined to find a meaning in the Porte’s 
decision consistent with, their own practig, and they will, no doubt, contend before the 
Commision that that decision countenances. them in what they are doing. It sc 
farther, not impossible that in this contention, however ill-founded, the French, Govern- 
tment roxy snppart them 
der these circumstances the Board of Trade, though still satisfied. that gross 
x2 “ a¢conding to the Moorsom or British system is the best, and probably the only 
andar of taxation, fa caves such as that of the Ser Canal, are diepoued {0 
Link that if the Britah Commissioners wore at ths ootact to expros this viow, it might bo 
taken advantage of by the Company as an admission that the net or regstor tonnage cannot 
be maintained bs a fiir or proper standard, and that, conssquently, the Company has boen 
right in adopting * gr m"even’ with their present inximam toll.” However 
‘unfounded such an argums cit does nok wenn deaitable 10 give the Company the 
opportunity of . id the Board of Tvade are anxious that the 
Hittsh Cowen Id not be led by Lord Graavill’s Tettor of the 10th instont, 
founded ou the Board of Trade letter of the Sth instant, Into supposing that they are bout 
ft once to put forward gross tonnage a the standard necessarily or exclusively advocated 
by Her Majesty 
It is scartely possible, considering the uncertainty in which tho Porte has left the 
cstions to be subsnitted to tho Comission, to may what tho course to be adopted by the 
itish Commissioners should be, and rch toust be left to tir discretion, and to future 
coniiderstion by Ice Majesty's Government 
But it would seer, considering the attitodo assumed by the Company towards the 
decision of the Porte, tiat the first step of the. Commission taust be to establish clearly 
and incontrovertibly the true meaning of that decision ; viz.,that the maximum toll to which 
the Company aro entitled ‘under th 10 fe. 00 the not oF register ton 
according to the Moorsom or Brit eat, Whon this v establishod it 
will be night to consider whether the jx from the gross tonnage, by which 
the net tonnage is strived at, eanoot, by adopting the method contained th the new 
Merchant Shipping Act, or that in foree ou the Danube, or otherwive, bo 20 revised us 10 
remove some at any rate, of the objections which have been made to Uhem, 
"The maximum tolls to which the Company are legally entitled being thus ascertained 
ned It will be fair to the Company, and expedient in the general interests of 
der whether gros tonnage, necording to the Moorwom system, ft not the 
test and fiireet system that can be adopted for the Suex Canal and also the best and 
fairest banis for n system of international tonange ; and if 90, what, when that standard is 
adopted, should be the reduction in the maximum tll so ax to make it correspond to the 
tnazimum of 10 fe. a toa on the net tonnags 
‘And lastly, it will be flr in the Interests of the Company to consider whether any 
and what inerease should be made in the maximum toll levied by the Company. 
Tf some such course as this were adopted it woul, 10 far ae regards the Suex Cooal 
westion, have the eflect of aucrtiog the present rights of shipowners. agsloxt the 
Kompany ; of revising and setling for the future the standard and amount of tolls; and of 
making such concessions, irany, tg the Company aa tony prove to be just aud reasobabe, 
‘And, as regards the question of international tonnage, # would establish wTose Tonnage 
according 10 the Mootsom system, as lie best ullinate system, whilst for the numerous 
Screen which deductions from that tonnage must atll be made, any rate for some 
year, it would determine the best possible rules for determining theve deduction 
"The instructions given by the Foreign Office to the Commiasioners ate s0 atnple, and 
Colonel Stokes is 20 well acquainted with the views of the Hand of Trade, that. furtber 
written instractions are perhaps superfluous. Still, in the present uncertain stato of the 
{ueston, i seems dasnle to tale it clear to the Coumianonets hut they are not bound 
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by their instructions to take any particular course, if, by so doing, it appears to them that 
they are likely to prejudice cither the interests of British shipowners on the ove band, or 
the question of an international tonnage on the other; and the Board of Trade would 
jst that this letter, or its substance, should, if Lord Granville concurs, be sent to the 
Commissioners. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T.-H. FARRER. 
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Tam further directed by hig Lordship to state, with reference to the sagzestion to 
Press for immediate complice with the Portes decision, thut Her Majesty's Government 
have hitherto assumed that the Company will eouform its action to this decision, und. that 
any pressure upon the Port force its decision upon the Company, would at present 
be in contradiction to the object with which the Commission has heen convened. 
Fam, &e. 
(Signed), HAMMOND. 





No, 428, 
Mr, Sturrock to Karl Granville,— (Received September 23.) 


My Chamber of Commerce, Dunilee, September 10, 1873. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 10th September, 1872, regarding the Suez Canal 

duos, the Ditectors of the Chamber of Commerce understand that an International Cormia- 

tantinople for the purpose of arranging this Important mattor. 

‘The Directors respectfully hopo that your Lordship will give such instructions that the 

British Delegates may take cate that no undve-charges are exacted on British shipping, and 

that if any charges, contrary to existing contract, have been made, they will ioxist:on their 
removal, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ' ROBT. STURROCK, Seeretary, 


Inclosure in No. 428. 
Mr, Sturrock to Earl Granville, 


Chamber of Commerce, Dundee, September 10, 1873. 
THE Directors of the Chamber of Commerce of Dundee having observed that there 
is probability of the mates or charges on vowels passing through the Suez Canal being 
Iwereased, respectfully trust that Her Majesty's Government will take such steps aa to 
provent nny undue taxation being placed on British shipping or cargoes, aod that no 
tfringement be made in the law uader which the Canal is now carried en, or dues are 

collected, 
T have, ke. 
(Bigned) ROBT. STURROCK, Secretary, 


No. 429. 
Mr. Hammond to Mr. Farrer, 


Foveign Office, September 26, 1873. 

1AM directed by Earl Gronville to nequaint you, for the information of the Bounl of 
‘Trude, that a copy of your letter of the 22nd instant, ov the question of the Suer Canal 
dues lias been sent to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Fran 

With reference, however, to the pissugn in your letter in which it is wtated that 
Her Majesty's Representatives ought, in the opinion of the Board of Trade, to. be 
instructed at once to repudiate the wenning which M. de ‘attempts to put upon 
the lato Viairiat letters, anil to press for immediate compliauce with the Porte’s deciston, 
Lam to observe, in the frst place, that itis not very clear from the context whether th 
words “ fler Majesty's Representatives" are intended to mean the British Delegates to 
the International Commission, who, however, do not in any sense bear the character of Her 
Majesty's Representatives, or whether the ‘words signify Her Majesty's Minister in the 
‘nritine countries interested in this question, 

To the former case the instructions furnished to Colonel Stokes and Sie P. Francis 

il have fully apprised them of the views held by Her Majesty's Government on the 

‘subject of the dues, and that. they do not agree in the interpretation which M. de 
appears to bave put on the Porte’s decision. In the latter case, Lond Granville does not 
think thot would be desirable to reopen discussions with foreign Governments at the 
moment when the Commission with whom the settlement of the matter now rests, is 
bout to meet, 


No. 430, 
Mr, Hammond to Colonel Stokes and Sic P. Francia. 


5 Foreign Office, September 25, 1873. 

TAM directed by Karl Granville to transmit to you a copy of a lettor from the Bonnt 
of Trade, in reply to & request whicl Nis Lordship shade for any observations which tnt 
Department might have to offer on M. de Lesseps’ letter of the 16th ultimo’ copies of 
Whick, and of the letter from Sir D. Lauge,* referred to by the Board of Trude, anid of u 
farther letter to that Department, are also inclosed. 

Lam, &c. 
(Signed) &. HAMMOND. 


———— eee 
No. 431, 
Earl Grancille to Sir B. Thornton, 


(Telegraphie.) Foreign Office, September 26, 1875, 
WITH reference to your telegram of the 15th instant Her Majesty's Goverament 

think itvery important that the United States should be represonted in the Commission on. 

the Soot Canal dues about to meet at Constantinople. Remind Mr, Fish of the promise 


© To the Bator of the ~ Tnen™ 


SrAs thee appar te esi erenerae doubt and minappedewsiongevealylih 
ie of the Sars Casal Yeanage du, will you permit Yo eadlevour to moe thay hy 
sls patil Majesty Bas of Ter havi deed tie leysig ofthe Sora Caal des sal 
bused onthe euabie of th ai, irenpede of any Wormayetrntane te fll pa 
alee i the 
le port eelare’Banelf stab 
eal A any, rel fo 


boa nn SS Tee a Ty ate 
Sina ets ap ep gs gt a 

Seana okt arenarooan ee aaerels! 

Satis nice rca ae sm Aa Sad Seen 

Sa: pipe cop coments 

So cnet oes a seten nae 

ca 


sapponel veces of G19 tue ies 
the navigation re, be levied 

Gomvegneuiy, the tannage om which the dave of the Sore Const © 
Leauage which would ceva frum & vigerous appliation of Mooraw's ral 
corey 2 he 
Coon thereire, be seen that, in acknowledging. the rights of the sharebolderm ax atte a the Charter of 
Goerginn, Xe Cour of Appeat in Pere were Joaibed in emomning the prysonan of the Menagerie Ma, 
tines Steam Navigation Company, and pareely warranted ir assasing that the fae Comal Compasy have ct 
TTL st rgh to eatabihing the ~ Navigation Raw af he 40k of Marehy 1473, and rsigg tin 
she i coufority with wach regulation 

Thaw, bs 


sorter ttt DANIEL A. LANGE 
Linas OO Anglich Resident Divestor of the Swee Canal Company 


Gay 4M 








318 


given in his note to you of January 14. Her Majesty’s Government think that the United 
States’ Commissioner might well act in conjunction with the British delegates; and that 
any diiculty respecting the adoption of the eight recommendations of the Commission is 
aot by the reservation that they shall not become operative until they have been considered 
and accepted by the Governments represented. 


EES 
No. 432. 


Mr. Baring to Earl Granville —(Received September 28.) 


(No, 8, Commercial) a 
My Lord, Athens September 17, 1873: 

| LHAVE the honour to acknowlalge the reesipt of your Lordships despatch, No; & 
of the 3Oth ultimo, respecting the day fixed for the meéting of the International Com- 
mission on questions connected with the Suez Can 1d beg to state that the Greek 
Government have appointed M. Anargyro, Captai port to the Hellenic Legation 
‘at Coustontinople, to represent them. "This gentleman hae been several times Deputy for 
the Island of Spetzia, wax once President of the Chamber, aud, for a short time, Mi 
‘of the Interior, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER BARING, 


SS SS 
No. 433. 


Bir C, Wyke to Burt Granville (Received September 28.) 


(No. 18. Commercial.) e 
My Lond, Copenhagen: September 24, 1873, 

T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of @ declaration which was signed ox 
the 6th instant by Baron Roscudra-Leha, the Danish Minister for Foreign Affaire, and 
the Marquis Spinola, the Italian Mixister at this Court, on the subject of the measurement 
Of ships. ; 
‘As both countries have adopted the English method (Moorsom's system) of measuring 
ships, itis agreed that ships belonging to either of the two countries sball be admitted 
Int the ports a the other, without being subjected to any further meneurement 

have, &e, 
(Signed) CHARLES LENNOX WYKE, 
—————— 


Inclosure in No. 433. 
Declaration, 


LE Gouvernement de Sa Majesté te Roi de Danemark et le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesté le Roi d'Ttali, anings du dévie de faciliter autaut que possible le commerce et la 
navigation entre leurs Etats respectfs, ont nisolu dadopter le principe de la reconnaissance 
tutuelle des lettres de juuge des navires des doux pays, et, a cet effet, ont wutoried lex 
Sousniznée i déclarer ce qui suit — f - 

Te méthode "Anghuso (rystime Moorsom) dant désormsis en vigueur, soit en 
Danomork, soit en Italie, pour le jangeage des bitiments, lex Soossignds déclarent que, 
jorqu’a Tadoption dune méthode internationale de jangeage, les navies appartcoant & Fun 
er deux Bats et jauzés daprés In méthode auamentionnée, seroot provisoireineat admis, 
charge de réciprocité, dans les ports de Yautre Ktat, sane dire assujettis, pour le paiement 
des dh rarities, & aucune nouvelle opdration de jaugeage le tonnage net de registre, 
insert dane lew apicrs de bord, étant considdré commo Cquivalent au tonoage net de 
rogintre dos navires nationau. 

it 8 Copenlingue, en double original, le | Septembre, 1873 
Fa Rea DIE ROSENORN-LEHN, Minisére dex Afeicee Blrangires 
de 8a Mujesté le Roi de Danemark. 
Sy, » EPINOLA, Ministre de Sa Majesté le Rot @'Ttatie en 
Danemerk. 


a9 
No, 434, 
Sir E, Thornton to Earl Grancille—(Received September. 


(Tetegraphic.) Washington, September 28, 1873, 

TSAW Mr. Fish yesterday, in the country, with reference to your telegram of the 
26th instant. He says he will consalt. the President on his arrival here on Tuesday, and 
will endeavour to mect the views of Her Majesty's Government. In the meantime, ew 
you tell me on what day the Coromission at Constantinople will begin to consider the 
question of the Suez Canal dues ? 


Earl Grancille to Sir B, Thornton, 


(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 29, 1873, 
AS at present informed, Her Majesty's Government understand that the Commission 
‘on the Suez Canal dues is to meet on the Lat of October, 


No, 436. 


Sir E, Thornton to Earl Grancille.—(Received September 29.) 
(No, 387.) 
My Loni, Washington, September 18, 1873, 

ON ‘the receipt of your Lordship's telegram of to-day, I called upon Mr, Bancrott 
Davis, who ie Acting Scorctary of State during Mr. Fish’s absonce, and expressed tho hope 
of Her Majesty's Government that the Government of the United Stato would appoint a 
delegate to the Toonage Commission sitting at Constantinople, at all eventa with rvleretico 
to the question of the Suet Canal dues, 

‘Me, Davis professed ignorance of Me. Fiah's views upon the subject, and was not 
aware, as he sald, of the conversation L had had with hit, and which T reported to your 
Lordsbip in my despatch, No. 373, of the 8th instant, He promised, however, to couvey 
to Mr. Fish your Londshigis message 

‘When Mr n the conversation abave referred to, expressed his doube as to the 
authority of the President to empower Mr, Hoker to concur in any decision which might 
be come to, or to engage that his Government should be bound by it, I understood him 
to imply, though be did not my #0, that such a step on the part of tho Exeontive would 
require the sanction of Congress 

‘Me. Davis, however, told me confidentially that he foresaw difficulty ax to sending a 
Delegate to the C , for that Mer. Boker had acknowledged that fe did not hizoself 
know ansthing about the subject, nor was there any American at Constantinople who 
could properly be named. Tt would, therefore, be necessary to send some one from the 
United States, for whioh it was now too late, and there was neither an appropelation nor 
tho sanction of ‘the Senate. 

T have, &e. 
Signed)’ EDWD. THORNTON, 


No. 437, 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Francis to Earl Granilte—(Received September 30.) 


My Lond, ‘Therapia, September 23, 1873. 
WE have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordshiip’s despatches Non. 1, 2, 
and 3 of the 6th, Sth and 10th. instants, containing instruction and documents for our 
idance and information as delegates on the part of Her Majesty's Government at the 
international Commission for the settlement of certain questions which have arisen in 
conncetion with the dues levied by the Suez Canal Company. 
We desire respecttully to draw your Lordship’s attention to the arzaments brought 
forward in a Memorandum by Colons! Stokes, inclosed in. bis despatch No, 2 of the 20th 
instant against the adoption of the gross tonnage of ships as busi for taxation in the 
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Suez Canal, and to solicit telegraphie suspension of the supplementary instructions 
contained in your Lordship's No, J uatil the Memorandum above mentioned shall have 
heen examined. 

If your Lordship thinks fit, the Memorandum in reply to the Russiun aotice would 
form a guod basis for the new instructions which we seck, and would be easily referred to 
telegraphically. 

‘The adjournment of the fst mesting of the Council to the 1st October wil 
oped, afford time for the receipt of the telegram, 

rs 3 pa We have, Se, 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
P, FRANCIS. 


-)—hBaRAa99hBhHBao."__ 


No. 438, 
Sir A. Buchanan to Basl Graneille.—(Received Seplember 29,) 


Commercial, Confidential.) 
Vienna, September 24, 187: 

WITH reference to your Lordship's Confidential despatch No. 34, Commercial, of the 
10th instant, I have the honour to inform you that I forwarded to Count Andrasss, through 
Baron Orvay, the copy, which it inclosed for confidential commanieation to the Govern- 
ment of the Emperor, of your Lordship’s instructions to the British Delegates to the 
International Commission about to mect at Conxtantinople for the settlement of questions 
connected with the Burx Canal dues; and T have since had some conversation with hie 
Excellency on the subject, 

Count Andrasy, who had also received a copy of your Lordship's note to the 
Austrian Charzé d'AfTairos of the 12th instant, said ft wae satisfactory Co fad that so little 
difference existed in tho instructions of the two Governments} and, on wy expresing 
regret at his not having cousidered it necemary to clalmo reimbursement of the dues 
wrongfully levied sintce July 187%, he suid that he agreed with Her Majesty's Government ax 
to such a claim being wellsfounded, and that he merely intended to waive it ia the event 
of satisfactory nrrangements being made by the Casal Company on other points. He 
would consider, however, whether his instructions to the Austrian Delegates yiebt not be 
modified v0 ax to bring them into more complete harmony with those of thelr Brith 
collenguex, observing that M. Sehlogel, the Director of the Commercial Department in the 
Foreign Oiice, who had dawn up these instructions was unfortunately absent, but that 
hue would endeavour to cosamunicate with him upon the subject before the meeting of the 
‘Commission on the Lxt of October. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ANDREW BUCHAN, 


). oo 


No. 439, 


Colonel Stokes to Bark Granville —(Receiced September 30.) 
(No, 

My Lord, Therapia, September 20, 1873, 
THE Board of Trade bavlng expressed a wish that the Instructions to the. Bri 
Delegates in the Suez Canal Con a should more precisely indicate that the grouse 
tonnnge of a vessel should bo adopted as the basis on which the Canal dues should be 
levied 1 have the honour respectfully to submit for consideration, a Memorandum on 
the subject in which T endeavour to show why the gross tonnage should not be assumed 

ts auch a busin 
‘The short space of tine which was allowed me in London entirely precluded the 
lity of my exmining the fresh papers on this question, which I have’ now done, oF 
<1 should have endeavoured to combat the argument ia fivour of gross tonnage wore 
‘effectually, when I had the honour to meet Me, Farrer and Mr, are oe Board of Trade, 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 


——— 


Inclosure in No, 439, 


Memorandum on the propoacd odoption of Gross Tonnage ax basis on which Suez Conal 
Dues should be levied. 


IN the Conferences which { had the honour to hold with Mr, Farrer and Mr, Gray at 
the Board of Trade, it seemed to be desired that gross tonnage should be adopted as the 
basis on which the Suez Canal dues should be levied, as a step gained towards establishing 
gross tonnage as the geval register tonnage for all Englith 
better prospect of speedily settling the Suez Canal question, 

Believing that neither object would be attained, and that a satisfactory settlement 
might thereby be indetinitely postponed, I venture to set forth my reasons against adopting 
the gross tonnage. 

‘The main argument advanced in favour of its adoption is, that any system in which a 
fixed deduction is made from it for engines and coal Bunkers, operates unequally ngainst 
‘vessels engaged in Voyages of unequal duration 

‘That, for instance, a venscl bound for the Baltic requires so much less space for fuel 
than one bound for India or the Cape, that she would probably bo able to stow merchandize 
in a portion ofthe space deducted for that purpose, 

That, again, a vessel employed in the coasting trade at homo requires still ese space 
for fvcl, and that it is therefore unjust to allow her to escape duca on'so large n portion of 
her tonnage as is thus available for profit, and yot exempt under a xyxtom of eduction 
applicable to vessels making long vaynges 

1 venture respectfully to submit that these arguments are of force agniust any aystem 
of oficial tonnage not haved on a aiding scale according to length of voyage, and that they 
fare equally forcible agninst groxs tonnage itself 

Her, eupporing A, D, C three Yebele trading renpctively to Toda tho Balt, and 
Glasgow from the port of London, each payin on its gros tonnage, A, bound for 
Tadia, must occupy about 30 per cent. of its tonnage for engines and ful; ‘Nh, hone (or 
the Baltic, would probably love only 20 per cent, of its space; and C, only 10 or 12 per 
cent. 

‘Thus, whereas under a system of net tonnage two of these three vessels might utiiae 
space exempt from dues, under gross tonnage the very samo inequality occuts in x different 
form, for then the same two vessels havo a larger space than the third on. which they can 
am freight, of, in other words, a smaller space of taxed but taprofitable space, 

The suppnsed advantage of adopting gross tonnage being thus proved to be illusory, 
lot me examine what would be the disndy: mntages of it, 

Other notions, France and Germany more particulary, having adopted a system of 
deductions for engine room aud cosl-bunkers by laws whloh have coie into operation quite 
recently, and which are tnsed on the English system, would be unwilling to modify them, 
abruptly om such an entirely different. principle, simply out of deference to our change ot 

8 

‘The principle of our present law, namely, that of favouring steam-vessels, may bo a 
defective one, but after existing for more than thirty years unchallenged, it waa deliberately 
re-adopted by the Lezisature ia 1854, after all that could bo said by the aailingeali 
interest hind been heard. It is hardly probable that the steam shipping interest, which ns 
grown immensely since 1844, will surrender quietly the privileges then solemnly confirmed 
to it. And as above questioned, would France and Germany follow auit, oven if the 
English Parliament could be brought to reverve ite decision on this pain pletely t 

Prince Wistoarck’s despatch to the German Ambassador at Constantinople of the 
ath March, 1873 (Atuex D to the continuation of Lord Teaterden's, Memoreadonn of 
22nd April, 1873, page 9) indicates with tolerable clearness what would be the Gennan 
objection to such a radical change. 

2. The adoption of gross tonoage os the register ton of English ships would neoessi« 
tate a revision of every harbour, dock, and light due in the Unitel Kise fon 

Such, the objections to the adoptions of gross tonnage for the Baglish register 
ton, and therefore, for an ineraational ton, there ure even more cogent one azainat its being 

applied to the levying of the Suez Canal daca, 

1. It would necessarily unsettle the basis of the Company's concession, for it is 
expressly stipalated by the Board of Trade thit the grass tonnage is ta be adopted only on 
condition of the Canal Company's accepting a reduction of the maximum toll that cher 
can now levy. “ 

Now, will not this be loudly proclaimed by M, de Lesseps as practical admission 
that the Company hhas been in the right in taking the gross tonnage ae its basis of 
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taxation? Will he not represent, and will there not be found ia every State a very 
large nuraber of persons to believe him, that he is thus forced to accept less than is his 
dus by an unfair exertion of pressure pat opon him? especially when it is borue in mind 
that hie does not recognize the interpretation of the Sultan's decision which the Grand 
‘Vizier has given of it to Her Majesty's Ambassador. 

Ie seems to me that we should! be puting ourselves unnecesarily in a false position 
by proposing to tax the gross tonnage ia the Suex Canal. 

2. The alteration of the maximont toll which must accompany the adoption of gross 
tonnage involves an alteration of the Act of Concessian to which the Khedive is a party, 
and of the Firman of His Majesty the Sultan. It cannot, therefore, be arranged stmply 
by on agreement between the Commission and the Company, but must issve from a course 
of dotioate negotiations, in which a higher maximum might be fixed than the Commission, 
acting singly in the matter, would recommend. 

43. Another objection to the adoption of grom tonnage for the Suez Canal appears to 
ime to exist in tho tact that the Commission has beew specially invited to assemble for the 
purpose of fixing an international ton, or at lenst net to for the Canal. It sees 
Inconsistent with this iavitation to propose to revert to gross tonnage, It i also incod- 
sistent with the memiorandam on the Rossian note, which proves at some length thot the 

© ix Hot a proper busis for tuxation, 

1. The general objection to grow tonnage, as constituting no equality in itself, set 
forth at the beginning of thiy memorandum, is equally forcible as applied to voasels 
passing throvgh the Canal for supposing them to be of three classes, nately -— 

(a) Vessels of high ‘power for the conveyance of mails ond passengers, oF troop 
ships. 

(a) Cugoearrying vessels with high engine power to which alooe they trun for pro- 

mulsion ; and 
Wir (e). Veena employing sleuns power st an auxiliary only, 

‘These throe closses of vessels paying on gross toonaze would be very unequally 
taxed, jnwamach as the space oceupied by engines alone, without reference to fuel space, 
‘would vary in each weasel, and, the gross tonnage reuuining equal, there would be thee 
unequal spaces earning no freight which would pay toll, whereas under an equitable 

stem of deduction, such as is hervinafter proposes, exch vessel would pay only on the 
spce-enrning freight, which xeems to be the right principle to aim at, 

‘The aerangement that I would respectfully auggest ts, the adoption for the Suez Canal 
of the Danube rules, which are, in effect, those proposed in the New Merchant Shipning 
Code, and which deduet the spoce renlly'secupied by the engine, plus a proportion of th 
space, according to the nature of the propelling power, for coals, auch space, except in 
the case of tug stenmers, not belog allowed to exceed one-balf the gross tontage of the 
sip. 

” tu thin rule thatthe aoswer tothe, Russian ite ndops athe nearest approximation 
to n vessel's real capacity: wo can, therefore, now urge its adoption consistently with our 
provious deelarntions, 

If the Danube rules are not thought sufliciently elastic for an interaationol ton, they 


appear to be at lewst adapted to the Svez Canal, and they form a foundation on which 
International rules may be framed 

Tt might, for instance, bo considered adeimable to diminish tho deduction for coat 
space in vessels trading from port to port in the narrow seas for example, between ports 
‘sitonted on the north coast of Europe and ia England, aid ugain between ports of the 
Mediterranean and the Black Sea; whilst for coasting vessels ench country might modify 


the international ocean tounaye according to local requirements, 
ra a . J. STOKES. 


‘Theropia, September 20, 1873. 


Colonel Stokes having shown me this Memorandum at our first meeting, I desire to 
‘express my entire concurrence in the arguments ugainst the wee of gross tonnage, 


P. FRANCIS. 
September 23, 1873, 
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No. 440, 
‘Mr. Hammond to Mr. Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 30, 1873, 

1AM directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you a despatch* from Colonel Stokes 
inclosing s Memorandum, in which Sir P. Francis concurs, urging that the Danube system 
instead of that of gross tonnage should be adopted as the basis on which the Soez Canal 
dues are to be levied, together with a despatch from Colonel Stokes aud Sir P. Francist 
asking for the suspension of the supplementary instructions contained in Lord Granville's 
despatch No. 3 of the 10th instant, the deaft of which is also inclosed, until the Memo- 
randum above referred to shall have been considered, 

The supplementary instruction in question having been founded on the Board of 
‘Trade letter ofthe 9th Yostant and’ the Memorandum having referee to verbal comme: 
nications made to Colonel Stokes at the Board of Trade, the despatelies which accompany 
this letter are forwarded to you immediately on their receipt at this office; and 1 atm to 
Fequest that, in laying thein before the Lords of Trade, you will movo theit Lordships to 
favour Lord Granville with their opinion on these’ representations at their eatlicnt 
‘sonvenience 

Itis a matter of much importance to the British interests concerned that the British 
Delegates at the Commission should be in a position to agree to an arrangement which 
‘ould afford the prospect of a prompt as well ns a satisfactory setttomont of the question 
of the Suez Canal dues. 

Lam, Se, 


(Signed) HAMMOND, 
a 
No. 4a. 


Mr, Hammond to Mr. Sturrock, 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 30, 1873, 

1 AM directed by Earl Granville to neknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th 
instant, relative to the Suex Canal Commission. ‘The inateuctious farnished to the British 

tes have been prepared with the view to the due protection of British interests ; and 
Her Majesty's Government. hope that a satisfuetory arrangement of the quostion tnny be 
come to. 

Tam, &e. 
«Signed) HAMMOND, 


No. 442, 


Sir H. Bitiot to Karl Granville.—(Received September 30.) 

(elegrophio.) 

(Coutidential,) Gonstantinople, September 29, 1873. 
THE Swedish Minister bas such a strong bine in favour of M. Lexseps and his 
fensions that it is to be hoped that the instroctions of hix Government and of the 

jovernment of Denmark, which he also represents, are sulliciently explicit to prevent him 
from influencing the Commissioner of those two countries according to his views, 


No. 443, 


‘Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville. 


(Telegraphic.) Constantinopte, September 30, 1873, night 

WITH reference to my telegram of yesterday marked Confidential, 1 would’ now add 
that I understand that a young Secretary of the Swedish Legation, who is under personal 
Qbiigation to the Minister, is to represent both Sweden and Deomark on the Tonnage 

iission. 

‘The Swedish Consul-General in Egypt is well acquainted with the subject, and would 
be a good delegate if it is possible to get hi = 

Naas. 
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‘The first meeting is postponed to the 6th, and he would have time to arrive before 
much progress can be made. 
eS 


No. 444. 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville.—(Received October 1.) 


(Telegraphic.) Therapia, October 1, 1875 

FROM which Bill are the rules taken for measurement of tonnage proposed in New 
Merchant Shipping Code, Appendix 6, page 24 of iuclosures in our instructions? ‘The Bi 
of 1871 contains the rules adopted by Germany and Italy; there scems to have been 
a change since the Bill of 187 





No. 445. 
Sir H. Elliot to Kart Granville. {Received October 1, night.) 


(Bolographic.) Constantinople, October 1, 1873. 

WITH veterence to my telegram, en clair, of this date, the German and Italian 
Delogates observe that the now tonnage laws in their countries being founded on Bill of 
1871, their Governments would be indiaposed to adopt « diferent syster. 


No, 446, 


Earl Granville to Sir E. Thornton, 


(Tetographic.) Foreign Office, October |, 1873. 
F'AM informed that the first meeting of the Sucz Canal Coxamission is postponed till 
the 6th instant 


No, 447. 


Korl Graneille to Sir C. Wyke.* 
(Telegraphic. 
{Corky Fircign Ofer Outer 2,187 
HIER Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople reports that, the Minister for Denmaek 
and Sweden at tho Porte ie strongly biased in favour of Lessepa. Use your best endeavours 
that the fastructions to the Delegates of the country to which you are accredited at the 
Suez Cann! Comission, way be #0 explicit wx to prevent the Delegates from being 
influenced by tho Minister's views. If posible, obtain instructions for these Delegates to 
‘ot in concurt with those of Her Majesty's Government, The meeting of the Commission 
is xed for the 6th instant. 


No, 448, 


Me. Hammond (o Me. Farrer 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 2, 1873, 

1AM directed by Earl Granville to state to you, for the information of the Board of 
‘Trade, that Sir H. Eliot bas reported by telegraph that the Gerwats and Italian Delezutes 
at the Suez Canal Commission observe, that the new tonnage laws in their countries are 
founded on the Bill brought into Parl that their Governments would 
not be disposed to adopt now a differen 

‘The British Delegntes have inquired whether changes have not been made in the 
rules for measurement ia the new Shipping Code, which has been introduced into 
Parliament in different Sessions. 

Tam, Se. 
(Signed) E. HAMMOND. 


‘© A similar talegram wis addressed to Mr, Erskine 


No. 449. 
Sir E. Thornton to Earl Granville—(Reeeived October 2, night.) 


(Telegraphie.) Washington, October 2, 1873. 

MR. FISH informs me that the President has come to the oonolusion that he cannot 
appoint a Delegate to the Suez Canal Commission, principally because, after looking over 
papers on the subject, he cannot find that a formal invitation to do so has ever been 
received by the United States” Government from the Sublime Porte. 


No, 450. 
Earl Granville to Sir H, Riot, 


Telegraphic.) Foreign Offer, October %, 1873. 
THAVE this day received tho following telegram from Sit E. Thornton — 


Seo No, 449.) 


No. A5t 
Bir C. Wyke to Karl Granville—(Received October 3, night.) 
(Telegraphie.) Copenhogen, October 3 
THIS Government have no representative at Constantinople, nor have 
way been invited to take part in the Commission on the Suez Canal Que 
No. 452 
Earl Granville to Sie Hl. Bilt. 
Telegraphic.) Poreign Offier, October 4, 1873, 
‘THE rales referred to in your telegram en clair of October 1, ure proposed rules, anid 
ddo not appear to have been submitted to Parliament. 
No. 453. 


anville to Sir C. Wyk 


(Telegraphic Foreign Office, October 4, 1873 
SUE Il. ELLIOT states that the Swedish Minister at Constantinople represents 
Denmark as well ut Sweden. Perhaps the Swedigh Delegates at the Suez Canal Cote 


mission would be suppored to act for Denmark also, Unless Sie H. Eiliot ix misinformed 
as to the Minister's position, ask that instructions may be sent, in the sense of ty 
previous telegram, either 10 the Minister or to any Danish Consular Officer at 
Constantinople, o¢ to both. 





No. 4364, 


Mr. Erakine to Earl Gronville—(Receiued October 4, night.) 
seruphic.) 
‘ontidential, Stockholm, October 4, 187%, 7 9.1. 
1 HAVE «poken to Mi wappored bias of the 
edish Minister nt Comtantinople in 
yunr Lordship that positive orders have been 
immediately repeated by teleg 


h Delogate, and 
nek in concert with his Beitieh colloagies 
The Delegate is the Secretary of the Consulate, but E cnn hardly beliewo he would 
venture to disabey so explicit an instruction, evet at the 


[zr 








Mr, Vivien, No.2, 
Commer Beye 
tember 18, 187K 
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No, 455. 
Bir C. Wyke to Earl Graneitle, (Received October 5, night.) 


(Telegraphic) Copenhagen, October 5, 1873, 6-28 rast. 
‘THE Swedish Minister ut Constantinople does not represent Denmark politically 
there, but merely gives passports to Danish subjects requiring them. M 
Denmark has notbing to do with the Suez Canal Question, and not having been 
invited to join the Commission, cannot in any way take part in its discussions, Not a 
single Danish vessel passed through the Canal during the last twelve months. 


No. 456. 
Karl Granvitle to Sir H. Biliot 


(Telegeaphic.) Copenhagen, October 6, 1873. 
T HAVE received the following telegram, of which I tranamit to you the 
Mr, Erskine, x 
See No, 454. 


No, 4 
Earl Granville to Sir H, Biliot 


(Telesraphic)) Foreign Office, October 6, 1873. 
THAVE received the following telegram, of which I transit to you the figures, from 
Sie C, Wykes 
See No. 456, 





No. 458 


Memerendus relatice to the Dimensioes of the Bors Carel 

MR. VIVIAN, in his despatch of the 13th ultimo, states that the actual dimensions 
of the Sucz Canal, are not in accordance with the original contract. 

‘The contract dimensions he describes as being 60 métres on the surface and 44 motres 
below, wheress the real dimensions sro only from 38 to 63 rodtres on the surface, and in 
trany: pleco osly 39 sndtres below 

Fe crepes thet, aa the Svea Canal Company pretead to lovy dues to the maxigam 
iy the. Firman whether they might not be summoned. to full theie 
eM enlarge the Chnal to ix proper dimen 

Tn the * Concession” embodied th the Imperial Firman of the 19th March, 1866, 
authorizing the construction of the Buex Canal, uo stipalation in cade regarding its 
Gimensions, But provision was made (Article 17) for the mainteanace of " Tous los actes 
sttdcocrs, Cobcestions, Conventions et Stl soot taiatotis, dans toutes elie > leurs 
Apnton ne sot pate contacto ae le psa Cannons 

‘On refelving to previous Concessions, &e., the following would appenr to be the state 
of the question 

Tn’ tho first “Coucession™ made by the Viceroy to M: Lesseps, dated the 30th 
November, 1864, no stipulation or eefercnce is made to the dimensions of the proposed 
Canal E 

iy the ‘ind Article of the second Concession, signed on the Sth January, 1855, it was 
stipulated that :—" Le Canal approprlé & Ia grande navigation maritime sern creusé & la 
profoadour et hla largcur fixées par ls programme de In Commission Scientifique Tnter- 
maton 


“There does not appear to be in the Foreign Office, « copy of the Report of the above 
Commision, but it seems to bavo terminated its labours and prescated a Report to the 


Viceroy on the 2nd January, 1856. The following extencts, however, from various printed 
authorities wilt give an iden of what was intended to be the dimensivos of the Canal, but 
they do not seem to refer to any particular contract, 
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In a Pamphlet entitled “ La Vérité sor le Canal Maritime de Suez,” page 51, published 
in 1865, itisstated that, “ La Commission Internationale avait fixé cette largeur i 100 metres 
mesurés au plan d'eau. ‘La Compagnie a cra pouvoir In réduire & 58 mdtres pour la 
tion entre In Méditerranée et les Lacs Amers a 80 matres entre ccux-ci et In Mer 
age.” At page 145 it is stated, “ Cependant, depuis une année, il devrait étre achevé 
si l'on avait rempli les. promesses’ faites aux souscripteurs :—La sixitme année vera le 
Canal Maritime déargir i 80 et 100 metres, avec une profondeur de § m2tres.’ 

Mr. Hawkshaw, in a Report presented to the Viceroy ou the 3rd February, 1862, 
states that, “On avait originairement intention de donner au Canal une largcur de 
100 mitres de Saez aux Lacs Amery, ct de 80 métres de ces lacs & la Méditerranée, Yon 
compte, aujourd'hui, Jui donner ‘une largeur de 8 métres des Lacs Amere Ala Medi- 
terranée. On n'v pas encore determing quelle sera sa lurgeur entre les Lace Amers et 
Suez, mais il ext probablo qu‘on la porters & 80 mttres." 

‘Ata Congress held at Port Said on the 14th April, 1863, called a “Congrés Intet- 
national des Délégués da Commerce pour la Visite des Travaux," the Delegates were 
informed that the following would be the dimensions of the Canal — 

Sa profondeur sera de 8 mndtres 
ux Lacs Amers sn largeur, ila ligne eau, wera de 68 mires; entre 
de 80 miétees.” 

In a letter addressed to the “Times” newspaper on the 11th January, 1869, by 
Mr, Lange, tho Engfish represeatative of the Suez Canal Company. he stated thatthe 
Canal would be opened on the Ist October of that year, “when (ts width iy to be 
100 mitres (828 English feet) at the waterline, and (7A Bnglish feet) at the 
Bottom of the canal, with a dept! of 8 wétrex (26 

‘The above information is all that can be obtained from the comespondence in the 
Foreign Office. 

(Signed) ALFRED GREEN 

Foreign Office, October 6, 1873. 


Bir H. Eliot to Earl Granville,—(Keccieed October 6.) 


(No. 175, Commercial.) 
My Loni, Therapin, September 25, 1873, 

T ASKED Rashid Pasha this morning if the Porte bad yet decides exnotly what the 
questions were which they proposed to subsnit to the International Tonnage Coxmixsion, 
and in what manner the iiiquiry wus to be dimeted 0 a8 to avoid the confusion which 
apust arise if the Delegates all entered apon the inquity with the differoat notions of the 
dutios they were to porvorm. 

Ho replied, that be hoped on Saturday to be able to let me bave the copy of the 
Instructions which were being drawn up for the Turkish members, and be thought they 
would be found sullciently explicit 

1 reqarked that M. de Leseps’ answer to the communication of the decision of the 
Porte on the meaning of the Firwan plainly conveyed. hie ton of denying the 
authority of the Commission to interfere in his preseat mode of levying the dues, and 1 
asked what the Porte would do if he persisted in that line. 

Rawhidl Pasha stated emphatically that, i€ the Commission were of opinion that the 
Company was not jurtiied in lovying the duce on thoie present aystem, the Porte would 
‘unquestionably take measures to sco that decision curried out, and he bad already informed 
the French Charzé d'Affaires that such wns theif resolution. 

‘Upon that point be assured me that I nce wot feet the slightest doubt. 

Any proposal that might be made for arriving at a common systen of tonnage to be 
adopted bY all nations mus, ofcourse, be eubmitted tothe appreciation of every Governe 
ment ; but the lezality or illegality of the system apptied in the Suex Canal would be held 
to be conclusively decided by the opinion of the Commission, 

Thave, &e. 
ved) HENRY ELLIOT 














No. 460. 
Mr. F. O, Adams to Barl Grancille—(Receieed October 8.) 


(No. 18, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Berlin, Oet 

WITH reference to my Coumergial despatch No. 12 of August 29, 1 havo 
to report that Herr von Balan hax informed me that, besiles Herr Gillet, the German 
Consul at Constuntinoplt, the German Government has appointed Herr F 
represent them at the mtting of th 
of the Suez Canal Dues. 

Her Hargreaves is the Secretary of the Ha ih Deputation for Commerce 
Navigation, and possesses a technical knowledge of the matter to be treated by th 
Commision. 

T have, &o 
Gigned ¥, 0, ADAMS. 





No. 461 
Sir H. Blliot to Barl Granville. (Received October 8, morning 


(Telegraphic.) ‘Therspia, October 7, 1873, 9°30 va 
THE Tonnage jon held ite firvt mooting yesterday, It moet again 


Sir B, Harris to Bart Gi Received October 6.) 


No, 44. Commercial.) 
My La The Hague, October 3, 1873, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit eopy te which I have received from the 
Minintor for Foreign Affairs, stating that the ands Goverument have adjoined to 
Captain Jansen, their Delegate to the Commission on the ‘Tonnage Question, M. Keun, 
Conseillee de Légotion at Coustantinaple 

M. Keun ocouples post similar to that of our Oriental Secretaries; he hs Weld it 
sinco the year 1845, and. ix also at the bead of the Consular Body in Turkey, He is 
described as a man of ability and possessing a knowledge of the Turkish languag 

T have, & 
(Signed) £, A. J, HARRIS, 


Inclosure in No, 46: 
Boron Gericke to Sir By Harris 


M. Io Vice-Adwiral, La Haye, fe 1 Octobre, 1873, 
EN me téférint A mon office du 9 Septembre dernier, j'ai Vhonaeur de porter 


i votre connaissances que le Gouvernement du Roi a cru utile, d'adjo 
sddlégué hu Capitaine do V wen pour te représenter & la Conférenco d 
nnople’ sué lex Questions de Tonnage, M. Keun, Conwiller de la Lésaticn des Pays Bas & 
Constantinople et Directour dos Atfirex Consulaires, 3 €t6 désizad & cot offet 
Veuillez, &c 
(Bigné) L GERICKE. 











Colonet Stokes and Sir P. Francix to Earl Grancille.—(Reeeiued October 9.) 


(No. 3.) 
My Lord, i ‘Therapia, September 30, 1873, 

‘THERE is a passage in the inatructions contained in your Lordship's despatch No. 1 
of the Gth instant, on which we are anxious respectfully to submit certain observations 
before acting upon it. 

‘We are directed therein to give particular attention to the case of ships, 
and our especial attention is called, in your Lordship’s despatch No. 4 of the 15th instant, 
toa passage in the French Memorandum of the 15th August, which points to the same 
‘subject. It appears to us that any diminution in the toll of 10 ff. per passenger involves 
fan alteration in the concession or contract between the Canal Company and the Khedive. 

‘The action of Her Majesty's Government bas, up to the present time, been prin~ 
cipally directed towards holding the Company to the cxereise of its legal rights, and to 
restraioing it from exceeding those rights. Now, to levy a tolt of 10 ff. on every 
passenger is the mort undoubted right of tho Company: nor has it ever been contended 
That fs the particular instance of abla space, the Company has not been entitled to levy 
‘a tell both op the cabin space and on the passenger it carried. Without an entire 
revision of tho Concession, and re-easting the schedule of tolls, wo concaive that we have 
no right to raise 2 question of this kind, ond that we should expose Her Majesty's 
Government to a rebull by so doing. This is the more to be deprecated ux the Govern- 
ment is directly intereated in the decision, being the only owner of ships passing through 
the Canal fet to aay great extent by the possenger tll; fr there can be no doubt 
that Companies or individuals running passenger steamers through the Canal recoup the 
toll by an increase on the passage-money, ‘The Governments alone who send troops 
throvgh the Canal really feel the burden of the tol 

‘We venture to submit that it would be impolitic to raise a point in which the 
English Treasury is more especially interested than any other, public or private, and to 

igo that, if the poiut is raised by tho Delogate of aay other Power, it would be 
graceful and politic measure on the part of Her Majesty's Government strongly 
confirmatory of the declared good-will of England to the Canal Compan 
to waive this point, ‘These remark» are offered on the supposition that there 
revision of the Concession, 

‘We earnostly deprecate any such revision ; for although if consulted we might 
possibly Jatioduce more desirable stipalations, it cannot be supposed that M. de Lesseps 
Mill ever corsent to a-revision unless In the Interest of his Company, and that he would, 
therefore, nover wdinit to the disaussion of it those who might have to oppose him. Even 
He Tt be brought to submit hie contract to the Jedrnent of the Comminice, i 
seems to us that this would open the way to discussions of all Kinds, and might cover th 
introduction of stipulations far more objectionable and dangerous to general interests than 
‘any now in force. 

‘We ato led to dwell on this paint beeause the conclusion of the French note above 
referred to, and to which our particolar attention has heen x0 pointedly drawn, allows us 
to wuppose that tho French Government docs desire a revision of the Concession, and to 
take this opportunity of obtaining their object. 

We ate firinly Impressed with the importance of holding to existing legal rights and 
Aiabiltien, and of not opening the door to chances, the extent of which no one ean foresee, 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
P. FRANCIS, 


Cilonel Stokes and Sir P. Francie to Earl Granwille.—(Received October 9) 


(No. 2) 
My Lon, Therupla, September 0, 1873. 

* REFERRING to our despatch No. 1, and to tho camoluding suggestion that the 
Danube Roles for determining tle nett tonnage of etearn-vorcls abould be admitted as 
applicable to tho Suez Cxoal until an jnteroational ton shall be agreed to, wo have the 
hovour to aubmit to your Lordship a practical mode of giving effect to those rules, in 
the event of our being able 10 induce the International Commission, to which we belong, 
to adopt them. 

Tt docs not seem desirable, nor would any Government probably consent, to change 
the tonnage Inw of a country to moot a special ease, and one intended to cewKe ‘us $000 
a general rule for all nations sball be adopted ; it will therefore be necessary, in the event 
cof the Danube Rules being chosen wx an interim method of Gnding # vet ton for taxation 
hy the Sacx Conal Company, ta preacribe moans for supplomenting a vessels legal papers 
with an official cortficate of her nett tonnage according to tho Danube Rules. ‘To attain 
this end we desire to bo authorized to agree fo the following arran — 

“That every verse], measured on the Moorvom ryatem, should produce m certificate 
from the surveyor, of othier Government Measurer of the country to which it belongs, that 
ite gros tonnage, acconling to ite official measurement by Moorsom’s Rule I is; that 
the space occupied by the engine is y: that the space allowed for fuel is, for paddle 
steamers, 4 ¥; ditto for screw steamers, 4 3. that the space allowed for crew is, 5; there- 
fore the ‘ott tonnage of a paidlesteiner is r— (y+ by—=—=s—fy— 4; Ifa 
screwaatoamer, x— (y + } y)—# mam ty —z, it being obligatory tht 9 y in a paddles 
Steamer, and fy i'n serew-steamer shal} not exceed fz, and that the space s shall, in 90 
ane, exceell shy z.and if used for stowage of morchwailize the vosel stall be liable to 
severe penalties 

We mabe this reference now in onker 10 prevent delay during the discussions of the 
Commission, which, we think, will tend to such an arrangement at wo have now proposed, 

We have, Se. 
Signed) J. STOKES. 
P. FRANCIS. 


rr 


No. 44. 
Lord Tenterden to Mr. Farrer. 


Sie, Foreign Office, October 9, 1873 
WITH reference to proviouy correspondence, I am direetod by Earl Granville to 
transmit to you a despatch fron the British Delegates at the Suex Canal Commision, 
ig a mode of providing vessels with aa official certificate showing the nett regi 
tunder the Danube rules should suel rules be adopted for the Socz Canal; and 1 ai 
{o request, ib laying the samne before the Loris of ‘Trade, you will move theit Lordsbip 
favour Lotd Geanville, at thelr earliest gonven'ence, wiih auch obserentions ae thoy may 
have to offer with regard to the propeal in question. 
Jam, &e. 
(Sgped) | TENTERDEN. 





No. 405. 
Mr. Erakine to Earl Granville.— (Received October 9.) 


(No. 82, Commercial.) 

My Lord, Stockholm, Oetober 5, 1873. 
IN necordance with the directions contained in your Lordship's telegram of the znd 

fostant, T saw Gonoral Bjornstjeroa yosterday, and confidentially inforined him that your 

Lordship had good reason for believing that M. Ebrenholf, the Swedish Minister wt Con- 

stantinople, was no much biaased in favour of M. de Lesstpa, that you were desirous the 


oNeae, 
any 4P 
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Swedish delegate at the Suez Canal Commission should not be subject to the Minister's 
influence in this respect. 

His Excelleney said he was not aware that M. Ehrenbioff had any bias in favour of 
M. de Lesseps; that he, M. Ehreshot had all alony been anxious that Swedea should be 
Tepresented by's person sent out specially and qualificd to take 2 useful part in the pro- 
Proceedings of the Commission; but that frou motives of economy it had been decided 
That the Secretary of the Swedish Consulate shold be the dolezate at the Canal Commis- 
sion, and that yout Lordship tight rely upon i that M Ehrenhof? would not be allowed 
to influence this delegate in behalf of M. de Lesseps, even were he so disposed. ‘That the 
Swedish Government wers well satisfied to leave the whole management of this affair in 
the bands of the country owning 80 per cent. of the tmifie of the Cau, and that he bad 
consequently instructed the Swedish delegate to net in concert with thase of Her Majesty 
Governmont, and your Lordship might count upon his support. 

‘At iy suggestion, however, his Excellency readily consented to telegraph to 
Constantinople fresh and most explicit instructions im this sense. 

T have, &. 
(Signed), M. ERSKINE. 


No, 466 


Kart Granville to Sie 1, Killiot. 


(No. 198. Commercial, Cousidential,) 
Sir, Foreign Offier, October 9, 1873 

WITH referonce to your Excellenoy's telegrams of the 2th and 30th ultimo, 1 
inclose, for your confdeatial information, a copy of a despateh from Mr, Krskino respecting 
the instructions which have been issued by the Swedish Government to their Delegate at 
the Suee Canal Commission.” 

Tam, ko 

For Earl Granville, 

(Signed) TENTERDEN, 


esse 
No. 467. 
Sir H. Elliot ve Earl Grancille—(Receized October 9.) 
(No, 176. Commercial.) 


‘AVE had the honour to receive your Laniship's despate Ci 
the Sth Instant, expreasiog the whah that there should be an agreement between Her 
Majesty's Goverument, the Austrian Governinent, and the Porte upon the Suet Canal 
Question. 

‘Almost ienmediately before ( reached my hands, 1 had beon to see the 

re d'Afihites for the purpose of Teprescnting to him that, ax our two Gove 

ited much the xame oploiais on the question, it was desirable that we should 

1 aw possible the same language to var respective Delegates, and encourage them 
to vot together. 

‘Count Zaluski read to me» portion of the instructions sent by his Government. for 
the guidance of the Austro-Hungarian Conmissioners, which are already known, to your 
Lordship; bat a» I was not at that time in posession of thowe of Her Majesty 
Governtuent, I-vax not able to tell him how fir the two might agree. 

imag, however, state that 1 observed in the Austrian Changs Affaires a wish, which 
way, perlaps, be his own rather than that of his Government, that the Canal Company 
Trex be acthorived greatly to ingrease the ducs sanctivoe! by the orizinal Firman, and 
to the impression that nach a inereuse ie necessary for the caintence of the Canal hax been 
Dootily moped in many quartets, t would be well if the diferent Governments were to 
wam theie delegates against accepting it too revull 

Nov tarrest return of ts tonnage whieh passed the Canal daring the first six moaths 
of the proweht yoar hus, 1 believe, been iasved; bat as far as L can guther from the number 
OF shipy the progression, which had previously ranged at 62 per cvut., fell to M1 per cent, 


# No 4es, 
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pon the imposition ofthe new sal, so tha i no change had een mad, and the format 
rate of progression been maintained, a revenue, nearly precisely the same as what has 
been got, would have been attained. TP ee ee 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 





No. 468. 
Sir H. Elliot to Kart Grancille,—(Received October 10.) 


(No. 183. Commercial.) 
My Lond, Therapia, October 1, 1873. 
____ THE inclovel letter from M, do Lesseps to Nubar Pasha, in reference to the Tonnog 
Commission, has been published by the Suez Canal Company, and is probably already im 
the hands of Her Majesty's Government 

Te will bo veo that M. de Leaseps insists that « European Commission ix not called 
upon to decide upon the conditions of an agreement between the Company and the 
Egyptian Government, and he would certainly, ax 1 have before suggested, atill more 

tically deny its right to propose modifications or alterations in it, 

T have, Ses 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


Inclosure in No. 468, 
Estract from the “ Canal de Sves” of September 18, 1873, 


M. le Minister, 
DES publications recrutés par ta Compagnie des Messageries Maritimes ct to départ 
pour Constantinople de M, Girette permettent de prressentir Tattitude de nos advoraain 
Majesté Inmpériale te Sultan ayant déclaré que le droit des actionnairox do Suez, ext 
do percevoir les taxes da Canal sur la copacité utiisuble des navinos, sans tonir compte des 
Pepi ofices de tele ou tlle nation, et Sa Hateso wyant enuit expriné Topion qo 
zyxtime da mesurage Moorsom est colul qui permet de déterminer avec Je plus d'exwoti- 
tude la réelle copacite utilisable, les Mewsagerice eherchent A fire erolre que te tonnage 
otfciel Anglais ext actuellement le résultat de Mnpplication de Iw méthode Moorsom, 

‘Jo your serai tris obligé de vouloir bien remettre & Son Altewe lo Khedive In 
reproduction little des rigles de Moorsom, wos que deux numéro du Hollen de Is 

compagnie de Suc. 

La premiere déterminer In enpneité 
nette utilisable des aavires; le second contiont ley lottres éexites par les Directeurs dea 
Mesaageries avec quelques courtes observations de notre part. 

It réulte do calculs indiscutables que, si nous appliquons obsolument Ja méthode 
Moorsom, noe perceptions actuelles scraient sensiblement accrues. 

‘Quant au départ de M. Girette, je suie d'avis quo F'adwinistration du Canal de Suez, 
aus’ bien que celle des Messageries doit rester étrangére aux dilibérutions des Délégués dew 
Maritimes, qui ne sont point appelés A juger lex conditions dan contr 
centre une Compagnie Financidro ct le Gouvernement Egypto-Ottornnn, mais souk 
Etudicr les moyens de détorminer un tounage universel vt éyuitable pour constater officielle 
went d'un commun accord ct sous un point de vue scientifique In eapacité utilisable du 
navire, 
Dans cette situation je crois deroir vous prier informer Son Alterse Yo Khédive que 


Jo miabstiendmi do auivrs les Messagerios dans lex dénarches qu’ellox paraissent vyouloir 


entreprendre h Constantinople, me renfermant strictement dans hex termes de (Article 17 
du Contrat da & Janvier, 1886, si loyalement interprdté ot expliqué dans Ia lettre véziriolle 
adressée Son Altesse. 

(Sign) “DE LESSEPs. 
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No. 469. 
Sir C. Wyke to Bart Granville. —(Receieed Oelober 10.) 
(Telegraphic). Copenhagen, October 2, 1873. 


THIS Government have no representative at Constantinople, nor have they in any 
way been invited to take part in the Commission on the Suez Canal Question, 





No, 470. 
Sir C. Wyke to Earl Granville (Received October 10.) 
raphe.) Copenhagen, October 5, 1873. 
1E Swedish Minister at Constantinople does not represent Denmark politically 
thero, but merely wxports to Danish subjects requiiig the 
Denmark hus nothing to do with tho Suex Canat Question, and oot haviag been 


invited to Join the Commision cannot in ony way take part in its diacuaslons, 
Not a single Danish vonscl passed through the Canal during the lait twelve months, 


No. 471 
Sir C. Wyke to Burl Granville-—4Reeeived October 10,) 


(No. 73.) 

My Loni. Copenhagen, October 6, 1873. 
ON the receipt of your Lordship's fist eypheres teleeram inving reference to the 

necting of the Suet Canal Cominission on the Gth instant, L called ot the Foreign Office 

here with the view of carrying out the fostructions thereby conveyed to me, when T was 

informed by M, Vedel, the Undor-Seoretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, that the Swedish 

Mioistr st Constantinople doce at reprenent this country oily a, the Pore, hs 


vervices there being mere 
may roquite them. 

He alo stated that Denmark had pot been in any way invited to take part in the 
labours of the above-named Commission, from the thet probably that Danish commercial 
vessels wade #0 little vse of tho Canal, not one of them, ar (ar ax ho te aware, having 
passed through it during tho last twelve montha. 

"This information | have had already the honour of transmitting by my eyphered 
telegrams dispatched on Saturday ant Sunday last, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES LE: 


ly confined to furnishing passport to such Danish xubjects ox 


No. 472, 
Sir H, Biliot to Barl Grancille—(Recrieed October 10.) 


(No, 180. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, ‘Therapia, September 30, 197%, 

WITH roference to wy telegrams of yostorday wad to-day, L would repeat to your 
Lovdship that f eaoiot but consider it an unfortunate eireumstance that, while the Swedish 
and Danish Governments are believed to entertain views on the Sex Cu Daes Question 
sinnilar to there of Her Majosty's Government, those two Powors should be represented on 

sion by a young Secretary to the Swedish Legation, who will have to act under 
r to Whom be i under personal obligitions, and who makes no 
aweret of holding views very dillerent from those of his Government. 

"The Swedish Consul-General in Egypt, « man of ability and a certain standing, and 
Already possessing considerble knowledge of the questions to be examined, would have 
made an ecient Delegate, and ax tho firat meeting of the Commission is adjourned to the 
Gth of October, be taisht, if appointed at once, still be here before much progrest has 
hheon made, 

_ Thave, es 
Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


No. 47 
Sir H. Elliot to Kort Graneitle—(Reesived October 10.) 


(No. 184. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Therapia, October 2, 187 

THE inclosed translation of the instructions of tho Porte to their Tonnage Comin 
sioners have been sent to mo by Raschid Pasha, and your Lordship will find them fully 
commented upon in the despatch from Colonel Stokes and Sir Philip Francis, which 
have the honour likewise to tranamit herewith. 

After discussing the matter with them I went to Raschid Pasha this moraing, and 
expromed extreme dissatisfaction at the omission of any intimation that the present mode 
of taking the dues on the Suex Canal was to be exarnined by the Commission, 

T said that Her Majesty's Government had been giver: to undorstand that a sottlo- 
ment of the Suez Canal Question was a primary objeot for which the Commission had 
been at this moment convoked, nnd if it wore vow intended to pass that question over, 
T could not allow the British Commissioners to take part in it till T had received fresh 
and special iratructions from your Lordship to that effect. 

‘Pho Porte haviog, {said endeavoured to relieve ivelf of the responsibility of dealing 
with the Canal Question by throwing the duty upon the Commission, was bound to do 60 
fairly, and the omission of any intimation in the instructions that this was to bo done, had 
every appearance of a caloalsied attempt to shield the Canal Company at the exponso of 
the shippiog interostx. Her Majosty’s Government would not, I felt sure, consent to be 
trifled with in this manner. 

Raschid Pusba snewered that I attached more importance to the omission of any direct 
instruction to tho Ottoman Commissioners én reference to the Suez Canal thao it seemed 
to doserve, for the difficulties in reference to that question wero oxpretsly mentioned in the 
the instructions, and any one of the Commissioners might provoke a discussion upon 
them, 

1 said that, if they were to do so, they would certainly be met by the objection from 
the advocates of the Canal Company that tho question was not one which hail been sub- 

ited to them, and I must therotore insist that the Turkish Commissioners, upan openi 
the proceedings, sbould distinctly declare that one of their duties would be to ascartal 
whether, axa simple matter of fact, the aystom now followed of heryinyg the dacs was (aw M. de 
Lesseps affirmed) or was not conformable to the terms of the Concession and of the Imperial 
Firman as interpreted by the Porto in the Vizirial letters to the Khedive. 

Raschid Pasa ultimately engaged for binsl! to propove thie collegues that» pare 
graph to this effect should be added to the instructions, and asked me to let him havo in 
writing the form ia which I wished it to be conceived. 

Ga returning home I deew up, in concert with Colonel Stokes, the inclosed clause te 
tie inserted in the Oth paze of the instructions, before the sentence beginning “je terminerui,” 
‘Seq and it will be sabmitted to Raschid Pusha to morrow, 

T would mention to your Lordship that I abstained trom insisting that the Suez, Canal 
Question should bo the first to be dealt with by the Coromission in consequence of having 
racertained that some of the Governaents with which we ure moxt anxious to aot in concert 

erwise instructed their delegates, and it Would have created an undosirable dig 
moog them at the outset of the proceedings, and th's view of the matter was ontirely 
shared hy Colonel Stokes. 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) HENRY BLLIOT, 


P.S.—October 3. [inclowe » copy of the private letter in which T am forwarding to 
Roselid Pasha the proposed addition to the Twehish fostractions 
Tnclosure 1 in No. 473. 
Instructions of the Sublime Porte to the Turkish Commissioners. 


{For the Instructions, us amended, ace Tnclosure 2 in No. 490] 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 473. 


Paragraph proposed for insertion in the Turkish Instructions before that beginning 
“Je terminerai,” Sc. i 
TL eésulte done naturellement de tout ce qui préctde que Is Commission aura aussi & 
examine ste mode actuellement appliqué dans a pereption des droits du Canal de Suez 
fest en barmonie avec les prescriptions de VActe de Concession et da Firman Impérial 
boivant Minterprétation qui lour a été donnée par les deux lettres vizirielles & Son Altesse le 
Kheédive. 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 473, 
Sir H. Elliot to Raschid’ Pasha. 


Chire Bxcellence, ‘Therapia, le 3 Octobre, 1873. 

VOICI le pamgmphe tel que nous Pavone entends, dont je propose insertion dans 
Jes instructions & nos Commissaires & la nouvidine page et avant la phrase commenant 

its fe termineral.” 
© it représente fiditemont Pidée sur laquelle nous nous sommes convenus hier, 
enpirer que votra Excellence voudra bien Tadopter textuellement et sans permettre 
que on lui donne une forme qui pourrait donoet lieu A. un malentenda queleanque, 

Votre Exeollence vouden bien se rappeler que la Sublime Porte a cherch¢ & dviter xa 
responsabilité naturelle ea délégoant & une Coumnission Internationale Vexamen de lu 
question di Canal de Suez, et qu'il est vinsi devenn indispersable que cette question serait 
soumise par elle A ta Commission d'une manidre & noux donner lieu de nous attendre A une 
solution détinitive, 

Recever, ke. 
(Signé) HENRY ELLIOT, 


No, 474. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Prancis to Earl Granville —(Reevived October 10.) 


ny cea ‘Therapia, October 1, 1873, 


Wit have the honour to acknowl the rest of your Lardship's despatch No, 5 of 
the 19th ultimo, containing farther instructions foe our guidance. ‘ 

We are now, through the intervention of Hler Majesty's Ambassador, in postemsion of 
tho Inaeuctions® given by the bling Porta to the “Otten delete othe Iter 

‘Commission for tonnage.’ 
‘ato as lnntradlane sear tous to be po eompled ws virtually to exch from the scope 
of the Commission any consideration of the Suex Canal, and indeed in the very desigaa- 

‘of the Commission all allusion to it is omitted. 

‘The instructions contain some nine pages of printed matter the first five poses are 
devoted to a commentary on the official lettore of invitation which led to the assembling of 
the Commission on the ¢ Concession to the Saex Canal Company, 
tnd of that Company's Navigation A ally, on the two vizril letters addressed 

at this commentary, instead of giving the Commission offical cngnizance 
of the points in dispute between the Sucx Canal Company and shipowners in general as 
roprescnted by their Governments, merely alludes en parent to the Saex Canal question as 
ne that gives tse to the necesito the determination of what the tonnage of « veel 
cally is nnd the definition of the real utilisable space which it contains. 
realy iis commentary alleges that the “ofa nterpe ion" by the Porte of the 
Company's Concession was * recommendation” merely, which "*it did not belong to the 
Porta to enforce, as itn administrative interpretation was foreibly obliged to stup at the 
point where no duta existed for ® postive definition.” Tho Powers themselves, it urges, 
hot being agreed hitherto on @ common expression for the real capacity of a vessel, the 
Porte could not be expected to desing it, therefore the Toternational Commission was 
assembled, and to it the Porte Tooks for elements which will enable it to give to its 
jnterpretation the complemont indispensable to its being put in practice." 
‘ho instruction ip this manner excuses the Porte from having taken any action in the 


matter hitherto, beyond the expression of an opinion, and for the future until it can make 
use of the recommendations of this Commission on the general question of tonnage. 

The Suez Canal Question is, it is true, explained to be the moving cause of the 
inquiry, which is, nevertheless, confined by the instructions to the general question of 
tonnage. 

After this historical commentary follows an exposition of the difficulties which ha 
tttended the adoption of an unit for taxation of vessels, and the instructions arrive at. the 
covelusion that a ton of space, derived originally from’a ton of weight, has obtained the 
general coocurrence of different States. But these States, it is affirmed, bave endeavoured 
£0 to manipalate the ealeulations as 0 give their vessels a tonnage which wonld procure 
for thom in foreign ports n diminution of tolls: and that thus the official rezistor hue 
given a tonnage inferior to the real capacity of vessels. The instruction goes on to say 
that, as long: ax the tolls evied were only for fisenl purposos, this inequality veas nim 
portant; lt from the moment that works beneficial to navightion wore carried out, and 
tolls were levied on tonnage to pay for bonetits received, it became necessary to make each 
vestel pay acconling to her real capacity, 

w instructions thea, at page 7, define the duties of the Commiss ly, to 
“indicate the mode of estimating tonnage, which according to preseat "knowledgo, 
approaches nearest to the truth ; and, me a oevessary sequel, to establish the relator 
existing between the tonnage thus rectified, atud the different official tonnages now in use, 

‘The instruction in the next place recommends the Moorsom rulo for establishing. the 
Broxs tonnage, and thon proceeds to point out thit the exactitude of the present. English 
ett ton may’ be open to quertion it is on this point, it says, that the Comminslon is 
especially invited to throw light. 

It then goes on to nay that, although the interests of navigation are generally Invoked 
as deterwining this point ; and, in deciding, fiscal datirs should predominate, yet, in 
olation to the tolls a verse! bus to pay for works benefiting vavigation, regard should be 
bad to the remunerative charnctee of te limpost, and it should be borne in mind that the 
interests of the shipowner and shareholder are common, and that one cannot be injured 
without the other suffering. 

“The instevetion theo arrives at the conclusion that, whilst, on the one hand, it would 
bbe unjust to tax the dead weight of a vessel, oF the useless unproductive space, yet, on the 
‘other hand, no part of the freizht-earning apace should escape taxation. ‘The hope is then 
expressed that the Commission will not refuse to hear the voice of the persons most 
competent to furnish the best information, 

It concludes with the observation, “that it does not belong to the Porto to prdudge 
the practical extension which tbe different Powers may think ft t give, #ooner or later, fo 
the conclusions of the Commission but for itself, and considering the urgent character of 
the Suez Canal Question, the Imperial Government, which have founded such logitimate 
hopes on the results of the Conference, reserves to Itself the right to appropriate the cone 
alusions of the Commission, which aball be of a nature to receive iiumediate execution, 
and to regulate the mode of their application,” 

Jt in to bo observed in the frst place, that if these instructions to the Ottoman 
Delegates are to be considered as defining the programme of the Commission a position 
which, we submit, admits of question—the labours of this body will be confined to two 
pointes 

1. ‘The definition of gross tonnage, 

2. That of nett tonnage. 

‘That is to aay, tho general tonnage question alone, which, however, is that which 
according to your Lordship's instructions, it wight be preferable fo get adjourucd for the 
consietation of a teeboical commission in London, 

‘Foe Ortoman Instruction, as we bave pointed out, does not include one of the »pecial 
guestiony alleting che Suex Canal, «9 which your Lordship’ instructions of the Oth 

Kime refer. 

then, the Jabours of the Commission are to be.thus restricted, it becomes 2 werious 
‘consi cration how far they oan be usefully conducted here, Docs it. however, secessirily 
follow that the omission from the Turkish Instruction of any speci 
‘Canal sisyate precludes the poasibility of its being examined by U 

Looking at the terms of the invitation of the 1th August, ad 
Government as being the substantial basis of the Comission, we might Ue j 
Insist.ng ao thia question being discussed. independently of the Porte’s instructions to its 
Deleg-tens but it may be contended, on the other band, that courtesy demands that that 
Powsr tas the right to define the meaning of its own’ invitation, aNd, moreover, we are 
aware that a proposal on the part of the Hitish Delegates to enter ¢pecifically on the Suex 
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Canal Question would meet with but lukewarm support from certain of their colleagues, 
aan ou ete eubjects, will co-opente with them, whilst it would raise a storm of 
opposition from M. de Lesseps’ supporters in the body of the Commission itself. This 
‘would be very detrimental to a practical issue to our labours. 

"These considerations lead us to think that we ought not to assume that we could 
successfully insist on the discussion of the Suez Canal Question in the face of their 
omission from what is really the programme traced by the Turkish instructions. 

Under these circumatances we have beca led to doubt whether it would be in accord 
ance with your Lordships wishes that we should take part in-the proceedings of the 
Comninsioa, and accordingly have referred the matter to Her Majesty's Ambussndor, who 
has undertaken to bring the subject ia such a manner under the consideration of the 
Porte as will, wo hope, lend 10 a modification of the instructions to the Ottoman 
a Weave, to. ag, 
Signed) |. 

: P. FRANCIS. 





No. 475. 
Colonel Stokes und Sir P. Franels to Barl Gransille.—(Received October 10,) 


Feces Therepia, October 3, 1873. 

REFERRING to your despateh No. 4, Confidential, of the Ist fostant, we sve the 
ouour to report, that his Esalleney Sie Hleury Elle, having yesterday mado sro 
representation to the Minister for Forvign Affairs on tho subject of the omission of pou 
instractions to the Ottoman Delegates relative to the Suez ‘dues, Rasehid! Pasba ha 
enguzed to introduce into the instructions » paragraph to be worded according to 
ir Henry BNiot's dictation. : 
submit the alfiirs of the Suez Caonl Company to the consideration of the Intornatioual 
Comission, precluded the possibility of Iotrodueing such a detailed reference as our 
instructions would have preseribed, bat the addition of which copy is inclosed, by giving 
the Commision an opportunity of exnmining the prevent procedings of the Corpany, 
will probably enable na eventually to carry our investigations still further, should it be 
eared, 
‘We think ft right, however, to point out that this inquiry must now necossarily take 
the second place in the proceedings of the Commission, and we trust that your Lordship 
will approve of our entering in the first place on the general discussion of the tonnage 
‘juostion, as proposed in tive Turkish instruction 

‘This courve ix mare likely to lead to some practical roralt from the usscmbling of the 
Commission, than if the proceedings of that boxy are opened by a discussion, which would 
at once divide bors into two Hostile A grent step towands a successful 
result will bo gained if the tonnage didiculty can thus bo solved before the question of the 
dues ie brought on. 
vst Tis obtain to 0owallor we. should take part in the Commission being now 
removed, we trust that your Laedship will approve of our doing so with the prospect, in 
0 first instance, of eoiceing only upon the tonnage question, 
the first instance, of entering only up mse 4 ‘iene 

(Signed) “J. STOKE: 
P. PRANCIS, 


Tnclosure in No. 475. 


Paragraph to be iasertet in the Turkish Instructions before that beginning 
sts Je termineraiy” Se. 


{See Inclosure 2 in No, 473, 


No. 476, 


jor-General Stanton to Earl Granville.—(Received October 10.) 


(Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tuny Hall, York, October 8, 1873, 
IN reply to your Lordship's despatch, Commercial, of the 12th ultimo, calling for tny 
Gfinion on the points referred to in Lord Lyons’ despatch, No, 391, Commercial, of the 
Sth September, relative to the question of the jurisdiction of Ezyptian tribunals in regard 
to the suits brought aeainst the Suee Canal Company, I have the honour to state that I 
Satirely concur in His Excellency's opinion that it would not be advisable, under existing 
ireumstances, to bring the question of the Canal Tolls before an Egyptian tribunal. 

Dae Hint smock whether —sotwithstanding the —— made to Lord Lyons by the 
jue that the cognizance of suits brought against tho Suez Cwnal Canipan 
belonged to the indigenous Exyptian tribunals, and not to the French Consulae Courts,-vany 
Postive instructions to that effect have been sent by the French Government to they 


ing put 


ported in 
their resistance by the French Consulate, 

Jt can, moreover, be positively asserted that, as at presont organized, no Egyptian 
Court is really competent to exatnine and decide questions’ of sud). importance, to orsign 
commerce as those counceted with the Suez Canal dues, eee eeeroe ty of the judges 
beyond dispute; and the difficulty which would bo « in ‘excoution of a 
decision adverse to the Cunal Company, it a further reason agninst submitting such 
questions to the consideration of an Fgyptinn Court, 

It may, 1 think, bo assumed that tho Kgyptian Government would harily venture to 
take any" Sccive manures to aes te ive Against a company 50. powerluly 
Protected as that of M. de Loweps’s and ai litte reliance could be placed on the 

Consulate for any assistance in the probable event of the Cx 
lize the authority of the Court, M. de Lemops would undoubtedly find 
og any such adverse decision, unless other Powers wero prepared to support the 
‘Government Ie ‘carrying out the decisions of its own tribunals, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


—_— 


No. 477, 
Lord Tenterden to Mr, Farrer. 


at _,_ Roreign Office, October Ui, 18 
I y Earl Granville to transmit to you the despatches noted i 
Garg,” from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople and the British Delegates at 
the Suez Csral Commision, together with their inclosuros, respecting the ‘unsattetnceo, 
uature of the instructions which have been immed by the Government of te Ports to thal 
Representatives at the Commission, no intimation being therein contained thatthe present 
‘mode of taking the dues in the Suct Canalis to be exnmied by the Commission, 
A copy of an additional paragraph to tho instructions which has been proposed to the 
by Sit H. Elliot with a view to supply the above otnimion will be found in tho 
before the Loris 


Granville proposes, ore the proceedings of Sie 
Eliot, and the intendel to be pursued by the Commies ‘ 
reported in thee epectve devpatces nF a 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) "TENTERDEN, 


a ee ee 


Nou 479, 474, and 475. 
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No. 478, 
Bark Grasville to Mr. Brakine. 


io. 1. Commercial. Confidential) 
__" WITH reference to your te i taaaon nies oe pone cated 
information, a copy ofa despatch from ‘Sri Habe mak nie a, ari se Delegate 
Jo repose Seeder wei Cosnsiniad eatin ees Gomi Doak eee 
Tam, &e. 
For Earl Granville, 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 


No, 479. 
Sir Hl, Bliiot to Bart Granpille-—(Reeeived October 11, night.) 


(Telegraphie,) 
Terapia, 
‘ak 6 Tonnage Delegates bave asked me to forward rie ee 
ous fe promined addition to Turkish instructions reported im our No. 5 bas 

Je, but it still neemon desirable, ax stated in that despatch, to discuss the geniral coe 
question before [2 those of) the Suex Canal.” 


No. 480, 
Sir H. Elliot to Barl Granville-—(Recsived October 11, night.) 


(Telographic,) Therapia, October 

aon inl Dat ie i ee ce in 

anes ‘only be three Powore doubtful in a critical discussion likely to come 
‘The point under discussion will be whe adopted 

kta aE one = 


No, 481. 
Sir B, Thoraton to Bort Granville-—{Received October 13.) 


ee Commercial, Confidential.) 

My Lond, Washi 

YOUR Lordship's telegram ofthe 26th i See canoe 

Sit Coal duo ted te et New Yorke ny wey toWeddagponsTeanghats bobo 

‘omusiatr wie Mn, Fish prsoeally-open te satjoct tant ins byte re 

oold be mare prea with iy importance, and ‘therebre went. back to. hie ai 

‘on the Hudson, It was with some di ower ‘could get hi 

soc itr athe ater waded ko mil tate ban dou ntti oeton would 
aed neh woul the great maritime over, and iScimatod thet, 

iat Une Sesh ‘teatro the age, Deus thi ees 

nT reminded him of-his promise given in his note to 

ia Be ra that although Constshtinople OTe roesiionsd at oe ee 

% ing ce Commission, he bad always hoped that London, whither it would ior = 

Seca eee re ears 

aly seed ; i oeouraged inthis beiet 

ubt upon tie Cammiaetinere mateo me wns 


Meare 
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With these doubts upon his miod Mr. Fish went on to say that he had been surprised 
to eam by telegraph from the United States’ Minister at Constantinaple, ty #905 three 
tage Defore the loth instant, that the Commission would sneet on. Cat ‘day. Mr. Boker 
tad then proposed that he should be authorized to appoint sa delegate to the Commission 
tad thea prtcricans whom he named. Mr, Fish doubted whether the Present could 
oa ose United States’ Minister to rake such an appointment. One of the 
santos suggested, could not have been agreed to by the United States’ Govnner 
Aone ee O00 males from Constaotinople. In the impossibility, likewise, of sending 
the other wat toes Mfr, Fish ad thooght it advisable that the Unitel States shoul 
i {n the deliberations of the Commission. 

Smportance which Her Majesty's Government attached to the 

United States taking part in the consideration of at leest, the tari’ of dues, Mr. Fish 

i tag Perival at Washington ont the 30th instant (to-morrow), he would 

ed that cident on, the subject, with a view to authorizing, the United Statey 

speak to th coastantinople 10. attend the meetings of the Commission, to which he 
fat he would be admitted on authority seut to him by telegraph. 

Thon in the event of Mr, Boker's being authorized to, take part in the 
proceedings, he might be instructed to act in conjunction with the British delegates. To 
Frock nade no reply, but he acquiesced in. the reservation that the recommend 
tions of the Commission uh not become operative ut ‘hey hed been considered and 
accepted by the Governments represonted. 

Mr. F Jeavour to find out when tho Commission would 
Fish beeseeration of the particular question of the dues, and it was on this 


eater up 
Account that I ventored to telegraph to ‘your Lordship yesterday, 1 had the honour to 


Teceive your anower to-day, and sball communicate it to Mr, Fish to-morrow evening. 
Thave, &e, 


0. 
(Signed) EDWD. THORNTON. 


No. 482 


Sir A. Buchanan to Earl Granville—(Received October 13.) 


(No. 35. Commercial, Confidential.) 
Vienna, October 9, 1873. 


ly Lard, 

THEE reference to. my despatch No, 61, Confidential, of this series, of the 24th 
ultinn I have inquired of the Foreign. Oca ere whether aay change hay been tnaie in 
Teetroctions to the Avstro.Hangarian Delagites to: the International Commiion 08 
‘Tonnage Does now sitting at Constantinople, and I fave been told thot Count Androssy, 
before proceeding 2 Path, desired the Director of the Commercial Departinent to instruct 
the Delegates to support their Bogs, colleagues fn endeavouring to obtain a solation of 
tee eee Canal Qaextion in the frst Instance, and to reserve for further disqueson, the 


Principles upon which a general system of tonnage measurement should be entablished, 
Thave, 80, 


(Signed) | ANDREW BUCHANAN, 
= 
No, 483. 

‘Mr. Gray to Lord Tenterden-—(Receloyd October 13.) 


Sir, Boord of Troide, Whitehall Gardens, October 11, 1873. 
T AM directed by the Boant of True to ncknowledge the receipt of sour letter of 
the oth tnstant inclodga despatch from the Britiah Delegates nt Constantinopie, rayne 
i ‘on the Certificate of Registry, with ® view to 
the Canal dues are to be charged. 
Ta reply, 1 am to request you to iaform Lord Granville that tHe Board of Trade sce 
ao prind fc tection the mode DES or 
Fee ee ce toe, they desire again to impress upon the Comoissioners that, necessary 
axit ib provide a mode of determining deduction for engine room, it it no Jew necessary 
Steermine careflly what the gross tonoage i to be of, in other words, to determine what 
spaces on the upper deck it is to include. 
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Ie i also necessary to determine whether ion for erew-space should 
and fey how it should be limited. a Pee — 
It seems, from all the Board of Trade can gather, that the Commisso deri 
rather the peneral question of fonnage than the inmate ans ‘of the ‘Suce’Caoal 
ee de en are a ec 
tinople, and the British Commissioners eaten: seth “hes sea 
_—Thave, ke. 
(Signed) ” “THOMAS GRAY. 


Se eS ee 


No. 484. 
Mr. Farrer to Lord Tenterden, 


ne Boarit of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, 
I AM directed by the Board of Trnd re eee 
J d by le to. acknos i 
on ta aan a ere 
a oes aoe of Trade have not reptied earlier Seamer ee = 
Ca ‘Stokoe refer th ultimo will have removed the immediate difficulties to which 
it appears to thom that, in consequence of the ic 
som tnt th sequence of the taste with which Colonel Stokes wax 
ae de coun, he = not fully apprehended the views of the Board of 
is quite true, ax pointed out by Colonel Stokes th ‘sandand 
De aes ails ly ire) amount of apace capable i aera for pi econ: 
sone Mion of roe for registered tonnage will not remove inequalities betweee 
If one steamer carries mock more coals. than : i 
ithe same steam wr atic on one voyage mich Peer ecl Ua sae ca senteue: 
fea mage is OF is not reduced by a deduction for conl-space, there must be 
{'no deduction js allowed for coal-space, the steamer which enrtion 
be stage das on, ace pooped te cre and on to eatay nlp anaes for 
eae = Mteamer which carios for coals will eacape taxation ‘on space 
ot with any notion that such inequality as thi 
pe i inequality as this would be put an en 
coupe Trade advocate gross tonnago as the best standard. rare 
st. That the amou © Doing cargo fairest 
nae oftarations poe = ec erie eo eo 
nd. That any ayrtem of deductions nocosarily i oot 
: a n wily gives rise te i 
aan inducements to build ships in a partionlar way for the amet ne evading 
As regards the first reason, the grou fo * pace” foe cargo 
i ish asthe eof cain frdgpe “tt” cr ws the ean 
jut in reply to this itis to be observed, in the firs amount 
rpm taken tone, no test of the amount of fight eoacd atte wa ore 
Sr soem ed» ea ety of al ke Gi prof by the spel Wik 
jeges 5 an this cargo is is 
they make up for this diminution by the Higher. freight oe are to oe 
Cent om to te the test noe to be supplied by eargo-space seal qt 
kd be mecessury Lo know, not only its precise amount in eubie fect, but i ‘i 
‘earning freight, Nor would’ even thes be wutficion ecddig 
curing ght Nor weal ev ‘rafciont, For it would: be’ necessary, ifthe 
Pini in gustion pletely cartied out, to know what are outgoings 
A the focomings of the ship, and to tax her on her net profite—a thing manitiy 


‘Tho better gronnd on which to found ion is 
wer ee ‘system of taxation is, that each shi 
Waren eee ne mesiey wheher tte shape of quay spucy dock oe 
__ The amount of accommodation, depends ip’ size, taken 
allie dimensions and hss doe io an eee anon? by thee oes sate 


sal 


Dock and harbour dues are, in fact, “ rent,” the amount of which ought to depend on 
‘the two elements of time and space occupied. And it is only because the Schedules of 
existing Dock and Harbour Acts have been so framed. as to omit the clement of time, and 
to charge os moch for a short as for a Jong stay, that steamers, which are in dock but 
for a short time, are allowed compensation in the shape of deduction for engine and coal 
‘space. 

"As regards the second reason, it is scarcely necessary to give particulars. From the 
time when deductions were first allowed the Board of Trade have been strugaling in vain 
to prevent evasion ; and it js notorious that the internal structure of ships is constantly 
arranged, not s0 much for the wants of the trade as for the purpose of avoiding taxation 

itis for these reasons, which are more fully developed in the accompanying Mesno- 
randum, thot the Board of Trade desire to look forward to ‘tgroas tonnage” as the standard 
oftaxation to be ultimately adopted; and they cannot help feeling that M. 
will, on the above grounds, be able to make out a strong ease aguinst the absolute frinoss 
of any standard of taxation which involves deduction 

Jottor above referred 


‘At the sate time, the Board of Trade are, as will be aca by th 
fon as the standard to be imme 


de Leseps 


te alive to the difficulties of insisting on gross taxat 
diately and generally adopted, 

‘They sce that to do 40 would give M, de Lesseps great advantage in maintaini 
the construction which he has put upon the concession to the Company, and they 
now that it would be impossible iu this countey at onco to substitute grou for register 

Gnder these circumstances, they have already, in the Jetter above referred to, 
woggested that the frst contention of the British Commission should bo for the Boulish 
Det or register tonnage, ax the tonnage on which, the Cotpany are, by their concession, 
‘titled to charge 10 raves per ton,but that whon this i established, it will probably be well to, 
‘meet thie real dffcultios, which M. de Lesseps inure to raise, by admitting the subotit 
{grou tonnage with n reduced maximum toll. They think, also, with a view to fatervatio 
Tonnage, that it will be necessary, In the first instance, to establish the measure 
rose tonnage in its best and moat complete form, a0 a8 t0 avoid tho difficulties which have 
Srisen with respect to covered oF closed-in spaces on the upper deck and deductions for 
arom apace and that the Yoamage thus arrived at should be pertanenty noted. on 
the fil papers af the ahi. And that, In the sceond plc the best poy blo ay 
deluction ?prempine-room should be adopted, which should alo, in some form or other, bo 
‘noted on tho sbip's papers. It.will then be possible for each ation and each harbour 
‘authority to adopt its taxation cither to the gross tonnage, of iG and. so Joug as it nay 

to be necessary, to the net tonnage, the gros tonnage, minus the deductions, 


The Board of ‘Trade desire to suggest that this letter and the inclosed Memorandum 


should. if Lord Granville concur, be forwarded to Colonel Stokes, 
‘There is another point to which, no doubt. the attention, of tho Comm! 


lisioncey will 
1d nce performing, the 

sink the Board of 
n to do more than 


be directed, viz., whether the Canal Company have performel, 
conditions on witich they are entitled to charge their tolls, On this 
Trade are not sufficiently soquainted with the facts to enable th 


T have, So. 
(Signed) | T.-H. FARRER, 


— 
Tnclosure in No, 404, 
Memorandum respecting Gross Tonnage. 


IN making any dock, oF harbour, or eanal, or any approach to it {rom the sen, the 
undertakers of the work have to provide secommodation for the maximum size of ships 
likely to use it. 

‘2. ‘The three points they have to consider nro:— 

(@.) OF whot width. aro the ships for which they have to provide seoommodtion ? 
for, Sales the dock gates, nod tho ehwnnels, sod tho canal are wide enough, they will be 
of no use when completed; but width is not the only question, ‘The undertakers have 
also to consider and provide for— 

(6) ‘The length of ships. A short wide ship will bo ablo to navigate in a chinncl, oF 
center @ dock oF lock which would be wholly inaccessible to Jong narrow ships | Aud thus 
it Sa that, inorder to provide for long ships, locks must be of greater length, basins 

22 4 
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must be of great ares, and the bends and turnings in channels, and canals must be care 
fully nnd expensively ‘mado so as to avoid anything like sharp curves. But, till further, 
Tength and breadth are not the only elements, for there is third element, viz.:— 

_., (6) Depth of ships. He will be useless to provide a broad and well-arranged channel, 
without regard to ita depth, or to construct broad and long locks, or docks, or canals, 
without regard to their depth; for large sea-going: ships mast he deep ships. " Therefore, 
sutlicient depth has to be provided, and to provide depth is one of the most expensive 
parts of the constriction oF arrangement of the undertaking. 

3. Dock or Cinat Company having been at the expense of providing adequate length, 
breadth, and depth for the safe ‘oF proper accommodation of ships, must neces: 
sarily be moxt equitably remunerated for their outlay, by leeying dues on ships on a system 
foundet on their size, ke. on their length, brendth, and depth. 

4. It (+ absurd for the ship-owner to say 0 a dock or canal-owner “Tt is true T 
occupy x0 much space in your vadertaking ; It is true iny ship requires so much length, 
and so much breadth, apd so much depth, and you have provided them ; but although 
ny ship does oceupy that apace and could not use your docks or Jocks, or get through 
Your ennal uless you provided i, stil, ax half my ship is, for my own purposes. occupied 
‘one why (by machinery space), and the other half ocoupled (cargo spice). 
T ought only to, pay dues for the accommodation you afforded me as if my ship were half 
hor actual size.” This is absurd, but it ix exactly in effoct what is urged. 

5. ‘The gross tonnage alone, being founded as it is on the actual cubature of the 
{internal contents of a ship, is the only tontiage that takes into account the three elements 
of length, breadth, und depth: ad for such an undeetaking ax tho Suce Canal, of for an 
international ton or unit on which to elurge ducs i i the beat, because it is the only 
recurate gauge of the capacity of the ship, 

1 Ti the ease of the steamship “ Avia," formerly of the Cunard line, when she had 
‘on hoard machinery worth many thousand pounds. She paid dacs oa the rogister tonnage 
of 1,214 tons, hee ross tonnage being then 2228, Bventually, when she. was certainly 
Joa valuable’ because older, the enzinex were taken out, and she wns converted into a 
sailing ship and now as a fact when of nbout half her former value, sbe pays dues on the 
‘egitr tonnage of 2.054 be arose tonnage bing 2.134 to. 

6, Aud even for charging light dues the gross tonnage is the correct standant for the 
ronson that the payment ix made for services rendered, for protection oF accommodation 
forte, to the ship as a whole. 

7. Having ahiown that Jongth, breadth, and depth are the proper elements on which 
to establish the basis of toonage dics ax between the owners of the Suez Canal and the 
shipowners, ond haying shown also that the gross tonnage is the proper baals because it 
does take into account the thrve elements of length, breadth, and depth, it may naturally 
bve asked, why it will not then be sufficient to rmeasure the length, breadth, and depth of a 

iply them into evel other, and divide the product by 100 for the gross tonnage 2 
mple method woold undoubtedly provent the employment of our prescnt minute 
cubature of the interior of the ship, would be simple, would be open to no evasion, and 
‘ould always be open to cary veritaton. 

S. It ie quite worth while at the present moment to look at this point a little 

carefully, because nn investigation of it will furolsh additional reasons in favour of the 

on ns we now have it, and will yield additional proof that any attempt to depart 
om te groma ton us ascertained by the actual cubature of the structure, must involve us 
in difficulty. 

2. The present grow tonnage whilst it maker proper allowance for extreme length, 
Ie, and depth of the mruetice, alas‘ thalies proper slowance fer all carves undo 
intermediate lenzths, breadths, and depths, from the extremes to the vanishing points, and 
Ulhus itis tht the netaal gross tonnage, as obtained by accurate cubmture, much less 
hin it would be ifealeulatet on the leagth, breadth, and depth atone, A ship 400 feet 
Tong, 40 feet broad, and 40 feet deep, would, by length breadth, and depth, give 
= = 4,500, whereas, tho cubature of the ship would give (say) about 3,200 
arom tons, 11 is therefore obvious that 4,00 whilat it would be no messiie of expacity 
at all would, for the Suee Canal duck aod all doves, much against the shipownee ; and it 
would be no fairer to the Canal Company then the present system which, though not 
founded on lenath, breodth, wad depth exclusively, does Tull Justice by making’ ample 
‘consideration for longth, breadth, and depth. 

10, It might perhaps be urzed, why vot, instead of using as a factor 100, multiply 
length, bevadth, aod depth, nnd use-n faetoe that might bring the simple multiplication. of 

eogth, Drendth, nnd depth, to 9,200 ia the case quoted. To this the auswer is, that we 
might use @ factor in this case and in any case, but that the factor used in one case might 
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be wliolly unsuited to any other ship. Each ship would have to be converted by a factor 
of its own, and, in order to check the factor, we must know the actual tonnage, | 

‘The argument against any system of factors or of measurement that would dispense 
with a knowledge of the exact cubic contents of the ship, would, as between ship and ship. 
#0 act in practice, that in the case of two ships of equal length, breadth, and depth, one 
ship might, owing to varying form, be of a third more cubio contents than the other, and 
‘would yet pay the same dues as the ship of smaller capacity ; whereas, by the system of 
‘gross tonnage, founded on actual cubature according to the form as well as the size of the 
structure, each ship would pay tonnage on her actual si 


‘We need not, however, parsuc this particular point further, for it hs been shown Yn 
ee fal Fand the bhipowner, octal cargo space is not Skuse 
Inns been, and will be further pointed out, Sew rca 
ng the Internal space of a ship 1 a point of qrturesitwnal 


‘owner, ind opENE certainly not to alfect the dues linsiy merge! 


above, that as between the Canal Company and the 
tilone the space that ought fo be taxed ; and 

that the method of arranging and eppropra 
no moment to the dock, lock, or ea 3 
be charges for the accommodation of the whole ship. That, for the canal-ownors! 
Purposes, and as between him aod the shipowner, the accommodation afforded and the 


Space oceupied, i.e, the length, depth, and breadth of the ship, would afford a just 


But, inasmuch as the Conference is assembled at Constantinople to consider also the 
question of an international ton, and to look wt the question of tonnage as a whole, they 
‘will regard the metbod of axcertaining tonnage for a basix of taxation inn wider senso 
and a different light from a mere question between the Canal Company and tho ship- 
fovener, In this wider view itis that tho objection to mere length, breadth, and depth ts 

parent, for all experience of all tonnage laws has taught us that a rule foundet on w 
slip length, beendth, and. depth alone would give direct and powerfol induvereat to 
build bad ships, All forvons atquainted with the work of Me, Moorvoin or with my own 
pamphlets will at onco remember that this inducement was held out under the old lav, 
and that the very worst cvils resulted, and that the rules of gross tonnage or actual 
cubature introduced by Moorsom swept the inducement and those evils away. 

Great Britain coud never consent to give up the present law of gross tonnage, which, 
tas hav been pointed out, Is founded on actual cubature for any aystem, however simple, 
‘that woukd hold out a premiam for the construction of bad ships. 

‘Asa simple illustration of tho evils that would revult from such a law, (twill bo 
enough to mention that which would approach more nearly to an oblong box in 
thape, carrying heavy cargoes, and labouring in a xcaway, would. be the gainers, wherrax 

‘tafe sea going, wentherly, and fast ships would stand no chance, we they could not 

worked at a profit, 

12. Register tonnage has been adhored to by steamship owners because dock owners 
do not admit time to count as an clement in calculating the changes for dues, and the 
‘tecatn-ship owner looks upon the advantage he gets by paying des on the rezister instend 
fof gross fonnai as a sort of rough and rendy compensation for his frequent visite; but he 
‘admits universally that if time were taken into uocount, tonoage is the proper 
tonnage on which to levy dues. But even this question of time does not hold good in the 
cue of the Canal, which is constructed for through traffic, and not ax docks oF qunys o 

for space for loading and unloading, o¢ repairs, 

13. And again, as betwoen ship and ship, the grows tonnage leaves the ship-owner 
free to arrange tbo internal part of his ship as he pleases, iastea! of having to arrange it 
Gn a way that is fair to nobody) for the parpose of coitinig a small register tonnage, 

The above are, I think, some of the reasons in fhvour of gross tonnage as the basls 
of taxation for the Suex Canal, and of an international unit (or ton a It bs called), on 

hs to levy dues on ships 
mae The resister tora the too the Beitsh Commisioners must contend for in the 
first instance, as the ton upon which the Company are by their concession entitled to 
charge dues; but they will have great difficulty in answering M, de Lesveps’ objections to 
it as 0 fair measure of taxation. 

15. It operates unequally in the case of steamships, both ns between steamships and 
steamabip and us between suilingship and steani-ship, and, farther, it is unjust to the 
shareholders of the Canal, and between ships of one nation and wnother mations 

16. ‘The system in use in the Danube is o fairly good system for that river and 
pavigation; but We must recollect that it was only adopted failing the aloption of the 
sree and we must further bear in mind that although we have only few poritive 

ents internationally as regards the register ton, the Moorom gross ton is as a 
fiat tliost already an international ton, for the gross tonnage, acconliniy to our systew, 
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is stated on the papers of ships of the following countries,—England, Austro-Hungary, 
Deamark, France, Germany, United States, and Ttaly; and it is from Uhe gross tonnage 
thercon stated that in many eases and by various ways the register ton, or chargeable too, 
is arrived at in foreign po 

18. ‘The objection Colonel Stokes gives ox objections I urged agaiast any syatem but 
gross tonnage, are correct as fir as they go. A fixed deduction, that is to say, a fixed 
per-centaxe mado applicable to all ships however employed, would be unjust, for it would 
operate unequally between ship and ship, and because to’ meet extreme cases it would 
have to be very large. To take an actual’ ease, it would be absurd to say that, because 
‘ steamship. making a voyage to the const of South America would require, say 40 per 
cent. deduction for coals ; another ship oF the same ship going to New York or to Oporto 
should havo the mame deduction. She would, in fact, for the shorter voyage have a 
deduction for space in which it would be well known that she would carry cargo, And 
the reverve of this ease would be equally wrong, for it would be unjust to may that, because 
‘on the voyage ftom London to Oporto, only 20 per cent. of apace was wanted for 
propelling-power on that voyage, therefore that proportion shall be the percentage for all 
voy, 

Jn one ease there would not be deduction enough, and in the other cargo would 
bo carried in the deducted. space: or, If not, what is worve would lappen, for the space 
would remain idle or be filled with a dead weight of coala that are not wanted ; nad the 
whole complication would arise because we should be attempting to regard as fact, or at 
Teast os a national system something founded on no actual mewurements and oa no 
principle whatever. ‘This objection cannot be urged againat grou tonnage wheo we once 
fully perceive that duce are paid for accommodation rendered to the vebicle (+hip) con- 
veying the goods, or passengers, or ballast, and! got according to the internal arrangement 
of the vehicle, o& in consideration of the value oF weight of the property conveyed ia it. 

20, From Colonel Stokes’ Memorandum I gather that ho now thinks that all nations 
should ayroo 9s to the method of arriving at the gross ton; and then, having fixed the 
groan tonnage, to. deduce from that a register tonnage, —'Thia register tonnage fe not to be 
alike in all caves, but is to vary in accordance with tho employment of the ship; that is to 
say, n lonig-voyage sip, it ix proposed, should have 90 per ecnt. deducted from the gross 

ioge ; a short, foreign-going-Voyage ahip, 20 per cent. deducted ; and a coaster, 10 per 

‘aul that ships using the Buee Canal sould be measured by the Danube rule, «7. 

aned space occupied by the engine-room plus 7% per cent. should 
the allowanea, pprctically, U think, about 3 par cont. 

21. The short answer to the proposed system of varying scales of deduction is, that 
it Is impracticable, either by ourvelves or by any other nation. Each nation and authority 
say do what it likes with its dues, but itis out of the question to have a system of tonnage 
varying in this way. 

1. Thay not bo a waste of time to explain, for a moment, aud shortly, how a 
rcheme such na that suggested, of chiasifying deductions, would act, It is worth while to 
point this out at the preseat tine, because it again shows that, when once no. attempt is 
mado to arrive at a solution of the question by adopting anything but gross, i.e, the trac 
measure, we raise fresh difticulties of a more serious character than those existing. 

23,’ Colonel Stokes’ new proposition would involve the following awkwardnesses:— 

(1,) An addition of about 20 per cent. to the dues paid by home-trade carrying steam 
ships: in some cnses 40 per cent. 

‘An addition of about 12 per cent. in some eases mote, to the dacs paid by short- 

stonmt-ships; and 

3) Au addition of 3 or 4 percents tothe dues puid by all other stenunshi 

(1) ‘The alteration of the otfical-rexister tonnage where w steamship is laid on for 
fresh woynges. 

(5) Te wold be a furthee attempt to discriminate in some way between the value of 
fone part of the ship as compared with the other parts, snd to ebarze upon freightearning 
ceupacity of the sbip, which Is difficult, if not impossible, instead of Keeping to the principle 
‘of charging for accommodation aiforded to the ship ae a whole, which is just and simple. 

24, Thero is, however, another point, vie. Seeing that by the system now proj 
by Colonel Stokes whatever tonnage ix to be finally adopted is to be deducted, and is to be 
2 fixed proportion of the grass tonnage for each class of ship, would it not be botter 10 
‘Adopt the tonnage (gross) nt once and to make a reduction of 10, 20, 50, or 40 per cent, in 
the rate of dines, 

‘This is merely « suggestion, thrown out for what it ix worth ; and looking to the fact 
thot for the present we must have aie international register ton as well as a gross ton, it 
may a0¢ be worth much now. 


5 
eis well, however to record the idea and how it has arisen, 
‘Colonel Stokes argues against gross tonnage for the 2 
eee fon the ground thst it would be unjust between three classes of ships— 
(A) Hi 
(B) Cargo full power; and, 
(©) Auzilia i eee 
sinks jt mould Ie more fair to charge on the register ton. But by chaning 01 Sheri hie 
[onan ine are practically favouring: the high-class freight-carning avd subsidized ‘wom erty 
roail-steamer, as compared with anxiliary » Whereas & charge on gross ‘onan seis tra 
trhich leaves the owner free to use his space as he likes, is charge for servies rendered sopes trewore 
othe ship ara whole venture, and not for services rendered to the laut valouble half or 
as . Danube rales, subse ‘ 
‘s ton for the Suez Canal, filing the gross tonnage, the Danube rule Dante at 
went embodied ia the Merchant Shippin Code Bill are the best rues that nee been etn." # 
resented for consideration, They are bettor than a rule ziving’ as the register tonnase Wil weet 
ny fixed propoction ofthe gross tounage for maty reagan, but expecially for the reasons was a, 
tie they hre-Younded on actual measurement of engine-room space, wit a fixed additlon Retest 
for coals, and that they will lead to the construction of largo and light, cool and healthy 
engine-rooms. A fixed per-centage once allowed for macbionry yo ead to the direst 
rary, and would be very damaging to the pervonnel of the mercantile marine. 
Ct ee nent scale tat the Danvbe rae doce not inthe ie tonnage 
obtained by it givo the actual space available for cargo, or the actual, inter 
the ae, Maree take nto woooust length, breath and det Ie herafie ds at 
Torniabt’us the grosa tonnage would, a standard whereby. the ship would be chi 
for cite Sccommmodation afforded to her; aod. that in adoptnyr the Danube role 
for Soee we. shall not obtain any international ton, although we shall have settled the 
Sucr question. ‘The Danube rules though Incorrect, are less incorrect than our present 


= THOMAS GRAY, 


Canal, amongst, other 64s tac iat se 
e {tm re be or 


ipower passe Swe 
rrr 


"i igned) 
October 10, 187%. 


eS eee 


No, 485. 


Karl Grancille to Sir H. Barrow. 


Fareign Office, October 13, 1873. 
* 1 SENT you this day the figures of the following telegram, which hax been recived 
from Her Majesty's Ambassador nt Constantinople s= 

[Seo No, 480. 


(No. 18, Commercial.) 


Lam, &c 
For Fart Granville, 
« 


No. 486. 


Sir H. Barron to Kart Granville.—(Receieed October 14.) 
October 14, 18% 
received and acted upo 
views to the majority: 


elegrap 
rou 
‘The Belgian Delegate bas general 
‘A despatch has boen sent 
1 Report on the Tounage Question. 


i io 


No. 187. 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville—(Reevived October 15) 
Gio, 183. Commerc) Percinis 
*"RASCHID PASHA baving vgoken to me no ay ‘about the admission of a 


‘Spanish Delegate to the Tonnage on, Wold hin tha a the Porte nd nt recog. 
(2) 
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nized the Spauish Government or the Spanis i 
gid the Spit Garson. tb Spat Minister here, I did not see how any official 
ig Tt wns hordly probable that in the present state of Spain tho Government could have 
bestowed attention oa the questions which were to occupy the Commission, and Her 
Majesty’s Government were not disposed to sce British interests jeopardized by the personal 
onions o  Deezate regulary pt upon it 
aschid Pasha did not then mention to ane, what 1 afterw 
Git, tat be hal sree to the aetna SpunihSiscter tore foveal a taaion 
(or his Govorament 20 jot in the Comaacon ax td been sent to aay other country. 
steals, Spaeth Miniter lls eteanely to the adainion of iis Delegate, and 
already reeeivud instructions which (f ray mention in passing) I ave sce ined. to, be 
consid te i tcorlac, with the views of er Siaetys Goreme, and oe 
sent tree for the ‘een to ie i ave inthnated: that having 
expres iy option cae jrregularty of the proeding, | proposed to say n0 more 
aoa mit would be free hetewker to treat it ns they 
_ Uhave, Se. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 488. 
Sir MH, Biliot to Karl Graneille— (Received October 1%.) 


(No, 156, Commercial.) 


My Lord, 
IIE cloed Int contains the names of the: Members of the Inerattoval Toa 
Cobain: MEU CRIAR USAR ee ee 
T have, &e, 
(Sigoed) HENRY BLOT, 


Jnclosure in No. 488, 


Liat of the Members of the International Tonnage Commission. 


MM. Gilt, Cons Constantinople 
fongrie=M. le Chevalice de Koxjek, Consiller de la Lég 
Najsté Impésale et Royale Aposolizr, Promise Dioguan de Thmbesae Auber 
jongrie; M. Zamara, Inspecteur Noathyue du Gooverement Maritime de 7 
M. Nicolich, Agout-Géndral du Lloyd Autrablen. 
Bagge “M. Cale Jaen Cory Chana de a Leto, 
jpogue—Don Angel Ruatta, Secrétuire de la Léyation: Dos Ir 
Inspooteut de Gdeie Rue. 2s paarngen emer ae kere 
France-—M. le Baron d’Aveil, Consal-Genéral ; 5 
aattanee MT Général; M. Rumeav, Inspocteur-Général des 
Grande Bretogne—Colonel Stokes, Sie Philip Francs, 
Grice iArerartos, Captain 2 be htolaee 
tlie. —M. le Chevalier Corn; M. le Chevalior de Mattei, M. le Chevalier Vernodi 
tai er » Chevalier de Mattei: M. le Chevalier Vernoni. 
Lig ar bea Chee Setet, Capon de Vets ME Kenn, Consider 
Rusri¢-—M, lo Baron de Steiger, Agent Principal compagnie do C 
Navigation Todos + Colonel Revel, du Gale ee eee 
Sude et Noreige—M. le Chevalce de Heideostanan, Chancelir ie 
Targuie—Son’ Excellence lhem Pasha, So Excellence 8, Pale Pre 
Mody Effendi, Adjoiat ‘Technique Dircoteur da Bureou dex Firaane a Liman 
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No, 489. 
Sir H, Elliot to Eorl Grancille—(Received October 15.) 


(No. 187. Commercial.) . 

My Lord, Therapia, October 7, U 
PHAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith the wecory 

despatches from Lieutevant-Colonel Stokes and Sir Phibp Francis upon the Tonnage 


J have, &o, 


(Signed) HENRY BLLIOT 


No, 400. 


Sir H. Etiot 19 Earl Granville—(Received October 16.) 


No. 188. Commercial’) 
My Lon, Theropia, October 7, 

AVITHL relereeice to roy despateh of this series No. 164; 1 hnve the honont to inlet 
your Lordship that I last night reeeived from the Porte the mecompanying of the 
Seen rirnlt vetions to the Ottoman Toannge Comtnissiooers, with the wddlition upon 
aoa rected, textually inserted a few souteoces bizher wp Misa the place which ‘ad 
been sugaated, but where it perhaps comes in better, 

Sok prosaure was required to induce Resshid Rosa to insert hie addition without a 
Fee ert hie colleagues although be could mot pretend thet the demand for it 
took hina by surprise. 

Wt ihe Ponte notifed to tbe different Governments that the Comulssion, was to 
uscruble on the Lath of Septersber, 1 waa so. uch convinced of the contusion which was 
Tikcly to ries, unlew its duties wore previously defined, that 1 endeavoured T reported 
to your Lordship iy may despatch, Commnercinh No; 1, hie ith Angst, to obtain 
10 ihre Porte natdlemient of the questions to ve submitted for consideration, and Rayehid 
Tasha thea invited me to put my inguiry in writing. which I nt once did, although the 
Pemntasion to your Lordship of my note, of which 1 hare now the honour to inclose a 
copy. was by some oversight omitted. 

‘No reply wor over nent to me by Raschid Pesto this note, which I had addrewel! te 
tim at kinda suggestion, and tho arrival of the different Commissioners with instructions 
base upon totally diferent aasurnptions as to the matter jto which they were 0 Hijaite 
stowed that the confusion whieh T hd apprehewded wo about to arise, and that the 
{quention of the legality of the present mode of Jevsiog the, dues jn. th Socz Caval ron 
see ble risk of Geing shelved altogether, unless the Turkish insteuctions specially 


incloded it within the scope of the duties of the Commision, 
T have, de 
(Signal) | HENRY ELLIOT, 


— 


Inclosure 1 in No, 40. 
Sir H. Biliot 10 Rasehid Pasha. 


Sir, Pherapia, August 15, 1873: 
IN the notiGcation which has been addrered: by the Sublime Porte to the maritine 
Gora vartats of the proposal to assemble the fnteriational Tonnage Comraiaion on the 
Toth of September, it ie intimated that iC the recent decision of the Sultan's Govern 
pen the ver Casal dv fila to Tead to nn undeetarding it will be necenary vo bt 
it to the examination of the Commission. 

Ta responding to this ivitation, it is probable that Hor Majesty Government may 
require to be informed more precisely as 10 the 4 fo Sublime Porte would 
[propose to aubmit tothe appreciation of the Commission. T have the hanowt Me rece, 
Thefetore,that-your Excelcacy Will have the zoodnes to enable me to Wate whetlr iti 
Intended that the Comminion ts to bo called wpon to judge whether the recent decision of 
the Sultan's Government upon the sigtifieation. of the Firman. of Concession was a orreet 
nes or whether ith to conkoe itelf to ascertaining whether the Company bax eooformed 
itself to the terms of the Firman as interpreted by the Portes 
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As it would now appear that the Sultan's Gover i 
snca it woul th n's Government have no intention of taki 
feasurs fo ensure any attention being paid by the Company to the secmerayiins te 
hate th ‘es pronounced, f should be glad to be able to assure Hor Majesty's Govern. 
went that the Sublime Porte, wl be prepared to enforce the deison of the Commission i 
Ae should ascertain tht the Company are aot observing the stipulations of the ead 
ey | illow. me to express the hope that the answer to the bore 
(uetions may be aunty ple to lane: Her Majestys Goverment ia no doubt of 
the intent ublime Porte as to the matter to be submitted to the 
Laval, &e. 
(Signed) "HENRY RLLIOT. 


—______ 


Inclowure 2 in No. 490. 
Imenited Inatenetions to the Turkish Commiésione 


LA'peasée du Gaurernement Impérial en oon lesion, 
aoe 2 aver mpdrial en convoquant tn Comnuleste yternational 
oor He fous, ct dale dane uve Circular da. Mise = ee 
dat | Jai, 187 dt ea te de rape ie fo texte 
ia ibe die da Gowrerneinent Impérial asurer un taietent altos oa 
tan uininetion de pvillon, qui quien es ports Je Baap of len trig aes 
ait de Ie este motion apport dane la perception de tse de mviton 
pet Jo vanes traveraaat le Canal de Sued, nous’ doaoent te certitude aeons 
ee ies Sia ATadoption d'un jaugeage uniforme serait accucilic avec 
“Grice au développement dex voier do_communicitic 
vine tee ies de ion le rola 
soe cue jreatent we gre extewion, en reste une cola dette fe 
evsagée at) point” de vue di commeree matitne, tend a fue disparate i eae: 
deprotection cals en fveur du pavillaa aational.. Dun ante eh les. progres 
le sont }, de nos jours, qu'on ne peut: inet avec précisic y ie 
wun havi &t 64 cade tilble poor ete ae 
Gouveenesent Impérial ne daute pus qiune common de saraats ot dommes ae 
sole ate nari & ouver node ufone de tena To ties th ser un 
u type ul serviralt hla fon se base pour Tes tratsactions eommiecdaloy 
porepton = siguela eat muafetti In aseigntlon. — ones 
“En conagqveoce, le Gouvernement Impérial vous charge de proses 
on ee du Gouvernement pris duquel vous &es accrddité sur isthe 
¢ patelle Commiaton & Londres, centre du commerce maritime, ou & Constantinople 
cecil suit lor a penato ds Gouvernement Impérial les événen 
suceédé depuls moot fait que contiriner les cousldérations sur leiquclles il seta { 
pour demander Je ‘concours des Tumigees dox principaux Etats muritites "en fue ae 
régulariser cette question d'un laters si général. Liewpremement ve nes Elan ce be 
mettre A repondre A Hlavitation qu leur avait €t6 sdreasce sutiran ilel seek pe 
cater a ostene des ies, ul ont deté ete ddnarce, Nosmelce, luo 
ta le ae inopportune il aves quslyuce tals sr le icone particalidres 
‘qoi justifcot Finitative que le Gouvernement Ottoman a i ent Tia 
nvile mie ewander ita sean ene ePeaeems Tenis 
Le 2 Zilhidjé, 1282 (19 Mars, 1866), le Gouvernenn 
~ Led , 1866), Je Gouvernement Ottoma 3 
‘oneal par Fn Ip econ inte Te 29 Fee, 180, catre Son’ Alteass 
ie ebidive nue art eM. de Lamepe dautre part au sujeee Tenteyoe 
de Suez. Ce content coafirmait entre autres [ete do Concession eccondé| préeddemiaent 
AM de Leseps Te 8 Jnotie, 1880, t dont Tle NVI port texte meee 
"Pour indernlae is Covopagat dos dépénaen de sotebretce, dente F 
thon, qul sont mises & sm ebange, pas Tea prise atorsony, dwt, posta at 
eda oe In dards dev jouiomncs tle alo st dternince partes oie 
et 3 do l'Article précédent & étwblir et pereovoir pour le passage wipe 
Piacoa og Sea tc mee ae 
a qu'elle i cy 
soe ivan des tatile qu'elle pourra modifier toute époque sous la condition 
“1. De-percerue ces droits sans i 
eck Doreen aucune exception ni faveur sur tous les oavires dene 


mat ce qu 


“3, De pole des tri tris mois avant la mise en vigueur, dans Jes capitales et 
les principaux ports de commerce des pays intéressés ; : 
ea rere ccier pour le droit epécnl de navigation le che maximum de 


10 f, par tonnean de Nes navires et por téte de 
anne de ite précte la Compaznie publi We 17 Aodt, 1868, le premier 
réglement de navigation du Canal Maritime de Suez dont PArticle XU est winsi cone = 

Tice pages sont calcul sur le tonnage réel des navies, quaot au droit de transit et 

is de remorquage et de stationnement. oat 

wie tonnage et déterming jusgu’a nouvel ordre d'aprés les papers ofccls du bord, 

‘Le droit de tranait dune sner A Vautre est de dix francs (10 fr.) par tonne de jange, 
et de dix france (10 fr.) par passager, Payables a I'entrée de Port-Suld ou de Suez. 

“Les frais de remonquage sout fixés & deux franes (2fr.) par tonne.” } 

Bn coméquence, les droits. de navigation pergus par a Compagnie i partir de 
Yinuurton fo Catal fart ceo etn porté ut les papices de bord. | Mais 
1e4 Mary, 1872, le Compagnie pabliait un Nouvel Acte de Navigation dont Article X11. 
Gabliseat la moanidre dont ces Groits seraicat pergus & dater da 1 Juillet, 1872. Voici 
cet article :— 

TA partir da 1 Juillet, 1872 1a Compagnie Universelle da Canal Maritime de 
Suez persoitle droit spécial de navigation de 10 ffunes par tonne sur lx cupacitéréslle dex 
pavires. 

"C2, [Legros tonnage ou tonoage brat inscrit sar ls papery dé bord des naviros jung, 
Supra aa ants stulement et ag, nr Je ise ee prepa. 

‘a [oss navires de toutes oations dont les papiers de bord wimpliquent pas ce tonnage 

Faprés la méthode c-dessus, y sont ramenés an moyen da bertine wnnexé au 
it 
timents qui wont pas de papiers de bord oa n’en ont que d'incomplets, 
sont Jougie par len agents. dela Compagnie depres la rgle actuellement ex usage en 
i menurer Ios oavires chargé. 
poets cpnces couveris h erneure on provisoirement que soot. pas compris 
dans lo tonnage ofbcel des navires, sont jaugés par les agents de In Compagrie, eulvant 
rile actullement en onsen Anzeerre Le tonnage oblnu a ous 6 a taxe. 
16. Les bitinents dBiat sont trilés pour la perception des droits dis A ln Com- 
‘nux rRgles appliquéce aux navires de commence, 

‘tLe dot de V0 francs par tate do passager ainsi que le droit de truasit, sont payables 
Atavance A Tentrée de Port-Said de Suez, 

"Len devita de stationnement ou dancrage & Port-Bald, d Ismailia et devant be terre 
plein do Sues, sot fixts 82 centimes par jour et par tonne aprés un adjour de 24 heures 
BAR" Jace mien par le capitaine du port, et quelle que soit la durée du stationnement. 
Gon fren sot exigibles tous les dix fourm < i 

Face cane dans tn déctaration da tonnage ow dans Tn perception des droits devront 
dure rectitices Jans Te mois qui suivra le pasenge du navite, Aprés ce dai, les rectifica- 
Tere tout pos admineas woqune application erronée du "Tarif me pourre jarnain ttre 
Invoquée A titre de précédest contre Ia Compaznie, y ; 

TN. Tout en adoptant comme base de la perception de ces droits Je tonnage 
résultant da mode de mesurage Capris In méthode indiguée, In Compagnie cia Canal 
Martie de Suex ne reaonce pos, pout Tavei, application de el mods nouvon te 
jangeage qui se préeatet ove des avantages de pricson supéicu & eu du move 
actoel 


Poor jostiéer Tabandon du systime primitif de vex pereqptions, ta Comprznie 


1. Liosuffisance des évaluations portéex sur les papiers de bord. 
2, Linggalité de traitement qui ne pourat manquer dew résulter certainement aux 


lations de l'Acte de Concesion. 
‘Quant 3 Hesacttade du mode de mesursge adopté par elle elle vappuyait sue Vavie 
une Commission hommes compétents quelle avait. ea soin dle consulier avant. ya 
‘Jc Ia Compagnie qui metait A In change dex navires 
Se Seer an a ees 
“ent que ics taxes ainsi préleves par 
Mier dane Taete Je. Concesion La 
unications quell fasit parvenir i la 
sit d'invoquer I'Acte de Concession 
et sans s'orréter bh fexamen: 
‘lasteurs Puissanees Sudressérent 2 la 
fnerpétation oficele des termes de Ate 























do Concession qui servait de base aux droits 
le Cone r pergus par la Compagnie, Auteur de fa 
om ri eee poe Comma 
instanmneat demaodée et ett iterpnations ft formal dans In ttre veil adresée 
cn, date’ du 17 Djewasiubnel 1250, & Son Altes le Khétive et doot Ja teneur 
wwe votre Altesse Je suit, depuis Vourerture du Canal de Suez jusqu’a 
1 Juillet, 1872, la Compagnie avait peroa, & titre de droit du passage, ar Jes Davies 
traversarit le Canal, 10 franes pour ehaque tonneau insert sur les papiers de bord, sans que 
cette perception eft été contiraée par fe Gouvernement Impérial ca 
Mais, & partir du I Juillet ln Compaznie a procédé, toujours sans autorisation 
pesiaba d Garrergrms 8 Meri tte ie dope soars 
Bdopté par elle pour le jaugeage dos navites... Ce pe ne es 
dept pr lle pour fe jonge dx naires. Cx proté ws. as manqué de sraever Ys 
eee ; 
jernigres, ainsi que Ia Compagnie +e sont adreaades nu Gi nen 
por 'Adninstaton Hayptienas i In Compagnie de See et contra pa te Firman 
Mops du 2 Zhai 1252, portant qu‘on wend tas, ate dt de’ savin, le 
remax de rue 10 pr tonoe de egpacté, a omxéquene tu a ice. 
arte le elanations extents en fant Vterrtaton de cet eno a Co 
Mites dive sr ete question et cx a sounige un exarenatent tap 
ry en iat cone est ci » TActe de Concession sus-mentionné, le Gourerte 
ment mpd a eed on expan toon de ap gle oe 
tibratin prone beaeskenanbsoes cue nteire tenets 
set, es navies, de tout paitontraeryent te Cana ls dient 
Ainostions de'Acte de Concession tre souls A une axe dle 
diéents’Gouvernements n'ont ps encore wiopté wn wytdte de tonnage ietiqae, 
fit néeeaire do faire usage do expression de tonnewn de eapecité, en géadrul de tele 
sanire que cit xyresion pit wapllgier au tonoas gu serait pl tnd mop pr 
ou Gouvernement ia ue pa fe Gouvernement Impl pur mai, 
us cot ordre didées serait naturel adopter le tonoage qui donner 
glue grande approxination I epsc tile Fp ope gitar ip a 
aetucllerent en wage lo stbne Mooronx ext idemmment eu quien appro I lis, 
In Seblime Porte ea’ davia qu'on deviit ven ten au J tonnage xe apne ex 
sat ‘dane To cx od [es Poissances of M. de Lesseps ne désireraicnt 
ontioucr  maintenie ce xystiai, il serait nécewmire de rvunir une Commission Vater: 
ratgnle bef de cere opi inde, Ilda goa HO uveroement 
nipérial ne peut fixer un mode de mowee dfinitif qui n'a pas encore 
Uapal tpt set no mode de marie ei al un ocre a a ot op 
“Tel ait Te névullat de la dalibération du Conseil des Ministros ot Sa, M 
ae be ‘onseil Jes Minitres et Sa Majesté & qui 
"air vung roe are eral Jes prt decison gut 
mein metre wolre Altese afie qu'elle veuille bicn aviser aux mesures 
it prs, do gouveet élaledsements oyant été demand a 
vein 0 sunt é¢ demand, son. Altos te Grad 
Ves fate pven tk date da @ DyGnoal-Abiry 1290, son Altme Te Rhaive be 
‘Fai ou I'houneur de recovoir Ja Jettre 
it z In lettre que votre Aitewe a bien voulu m's « 
date da 22 DjenazbulEnel pur demande de ariereats siivemeat le denion 
de la Sublieo Porte, menticonée daos ta letice du 17 du méme mois, aur Te aystéme de 
tonnage devant vervie de bse bln perception de bs toxe sur los navies averse le Canal 
* Ainwl que votre Altesse Je salt, by Cony ‘en, stall i 
ain Je salt, In Compagnie sien était réfécge A Mavis et A In 
Scion da Goavernemeat Tepialen ve de Is saotion de cei afi. Lavi et In 
Aichion expos dang nm ssi etre tant conforms A equ & a juticn nous avons 
lie dpérer ue la Compagnie rigs wn codute ues” Je pre vire Alea de 
set Wn notre ent dee: hg ‘tw Compazoie du Canal Martine 
sit en wécve temps quiello aaumcrait Jo responsabilité des consé 
oa préven i tS des conséxuences qui 
" sti deo conte sl dat epponce be deon ot 4 Vas juste Iga de 
__ Sollieitée Winterprétet les termes de "tonneau de eapacité™ de 1 3 Jonvi 
1850, la Subline Bore smprewal im de coustater in pepetiies one eee 
de jie ot. Gait, oa aust de pat I write incotetable que ls taxes 
ui jon de I'shilité qui en détive. pou 
droftaen que eats eile ellemtme tat en roa dese de Tinperunce du mace 
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considéeé comme machine de transport, de ses facultés commerciales exprimées, par #2 
agncité vrai, ln Sablime Porte maintensit, comsne elle maintient ‘aujourd'bui encore =— 
{If que sous quelque pasillon quilt naviguent deux navies J'¢ne mime eapacité doivent 
(ae 2008 aca premier pringpes (2) que deux navies de capucité ingle Jo-rone 
Ee a ore dnport cxack qui exiete entre leurs. capactée tiisables, deasting 
Grincpe, Toute Convention plas ou tons arkitrsre Gait aime Gone POer OV) teni 
Pras des hie, et cst ce que les deux lettres véxirielles précitéss ont eatendu 
abl, en donnant comme assiette de In taxe, la capacité vraie et rei ae a capacité 
ai ea cron Quant A entreprendre examen technique des procédé de le Com pag 
ree ee nprécier Jo mécte pour les contirmer ou pour Jes reeten, quant, precise 
ct aD Prcontifques par leaquelles la copacité wtlisable pourrait étre obtente, Cott 
te que la Sublime Porte aaursit, pas D&ité h fire si elle wealt pu fronves Ook point 
co Ae ca dont, Texactitude cit &26 vniverslloracat, Teconnac. | Malheurcusenett 
deat pane os, et at mica dos vives discussions auxqualles Tes diférentey formaler 
uployeen pour le mesurage des naires avaicot fournl mntire, le wea! Pant qui Iu restt 
Frise corfut de laimce 9 ln Compagnie tn roapansabiltd de wes messages Ot de oxo 
rendre adoption dix systime Moorvon, clul de tous qui a sein réunie jonan'h rere 
jerios de sulfages ef dont les parties en_condit ellewmbaies, waccordaiens inettre 
Ke Pitino en peancipe, La Sublime Porte cut a satiation do voit em ‘meres 
ament apprécia partes Puiwances intéreses; et nttre de Ml do Lessspes( 7)eicannnxée 
fe copiect qui nous es parvenue derrerment, soontro jungu'l i foore Hes vos de la 
So. orate pariagees par Ia Compaie lleene,_ La ddbat nealevé per TAS 
So oe pa Mare se résoait anal h préciver dine manibs solentisqunen exccte 
Tox moyene par Kequels on pout obtenir la capactts vraiment ‘illable dine navies 
question xpéciale soumine au jugement de la ‘Sublline Porte se.teouvat, cits lors, ramenéo 
A guortion pfnernle de In rectisation des methods d'ealonton te nas, Mais il n'a 
Pos tana at Gouvernement Ottowut quit en fot autramenl qt Farehs ie Vioterprétation 
Perrlenatative add forcement wuertter Ale limite, au deld de laquelle lex doonéex posi 
fsaiont entitresmont sétant, 

Clot im Commission Loteruationnle de fourtir lev éléments qui 
permettent hia Sublime Potts de donner & som interpitation le compliment indispensnblo 

ie a pratiques ¥ 

Ceaentgrand partic en prévision de cette évoutuallté que Im Sablime Porte avait cry 
utile de prendre Tisiiative de Ta convocation de la Coministon par te eireuair sinivté 
rielle citée plus hot ae 

Une crenlaire ministérielle plus réveate, celle du 13 Aott, 1875, expliquait: cette 
petsée dans les termes suivants :— i 

S (ian sion du Gouvertiernent Impdcil relative aux droits du Cauol de Sat, que 38 
oun A tetirroe pac ton dpbebe da 19 Jule prévoit i cat oil pur auto dun Aft 
Yentente, quaat A Tpplication dex principes pores par a Sublime Torts 
Wavoir roours poar Ia sclation délinitive mux 
‘Ace point de vue cette question vieot ddsormals s'ajontet tou 
ons dle fa Commiasion, dont le Gouvernement Iiopérial preva 
‘convooation par sa circulaire da} Janvier, 1 : 

Trasure qui a uni in Mliterranéo avec Ta Mer Rouge en ouvrant te wai nouvelle 
la navigation dea mers nare-ea entre autres révoltats celui de porter ning sur terett 
pratique une question qui, pour n'vire pas toutaciait nope, os: mois 
Femearge jusqi’h présent dans fe doraxine de ta spéculation, Cet Ih te 
He ite Gouvernement Ottoman ex: vue de la réalistion dune fe dont 1 ne sauralt 
rélamer In prlorite. ; 

Berean fi, west os nouvelle. Il y & dij planus anaes que le rection, 
tion dea méthodes de ret {a déterinination d'un tonnage correrpondant & ta réallté 
Ho ia echdent Tobjet de recherches miivien. A cite de Vimportance théorae 
quis Se csyeure exocte des anvires eth Ia solution sefentifiquement vrnie de la 
Euibature do ces corp, termings prea toujoare faces courbes que los exigences 
fe In navigation dlversfient 4 iain, eOtg, diaons-nom, cle on probiioye heel cite: 
eaait ae placer nn inter de justice et déquité qu'il ext niné do comprendi Chex toutes 
Maaco ioe cootrbutions dtablics sur les navires, et caloulérs Waprbe leur 
grater relative, [idee primitive alt été de proportionner Ye ve ‘Tonneau de poids 
Et le progres des Wildes aur ce point a consisté évidemment. ‘A siécurtor dle plus en plus du 
Sfotéowe do la taxation en poids pour adopter un systawe de trata Joy cortsnunes 1or 
Thome. Ceat ainsi quien présence. de Vestebine diféredce eutrs, 1 polds ct los sharers 
{van mae mivire peut recevoir, on eseayn o’@ablr ane Unit de poids moyen i laquelle 
a0 Ft comespondee unite de volume, le tonneta dé cxpseité auquel, plus tard, on sottacha 




















presque esclusivement sans éard pour Vidés de poids. Diversité des poids, diffculté ou 
platht impossbilité d'établir Wune manigre logique Vunité moyenne de poids & 
dlevait correspondre 'unité de volunoe, imperfection des méthodes de jangeage,e'éait plus 
4yuil n’en fallait pour compliquer le probléme. Il y a plus. 

isan, tne fit que constater une verité qui a été relevée par des autarités compétentes, en 
iisant quien yue de favoriser le pavillon national, les Administrations des diferente Etats 
nt été souvent portées A faire plers les calculs, ailleurs imparfaite, de la science an déxir 
ide diminuer, moyennant des énousiations de tonmages insuffisants, les droits que les navires 
uruicnt & aoquitter pour leur entrée et leur station dans les ports étrangers. "De tout cela, 
iLet réalté pour les papiers de bord une déploruble cunfusion qui, en rendant lx plopart da 
{amps impossible la rédaction d'ane mesure commune des toouages offciels de divers pays, 
aboutissalt par une conséquence anss] Meheuse quimmanquable A tune surcharge dex navises 
dont le mesurage xe rapprochait Je. plus do la wérité, Cette injustice ne fut jamais micux 
sentie que le joar ot ou enteeprit de grnnds travaux d'art dana le but de favoriser la navi. 
tation et dant les revenus devaient tre ealouléa exactoment sur les redevances h acquitier 
Par ohaque oavite & raison de sa capacité. Si Ven forma les yeux nor les inégalites que 
‘nous verious de signaler tant quc lex droits de navigation ne peésentdrent qu'un en 
urement fiscal, il dovint imposible de persister dans cotte voie, lorquien présence dex 

iden docks, dex phures, des canaux eréés par la main de homme et avec le 

‘apital des pasticuliers, o0 se vit dans In nécemité do déterminer avesi exactement que 
powsible les redevances ii acquitior en proportion du service rendu, ealeulé Tui-méme en 
ruinon direote de la capucité veaie dex navires. De la, lo besoin universellement senti, dane 
cea derniers temps, de profiter des progtis réalinés dans le domaine de la acience pout 
ssctifier les ancieniaes méhodes de jaugenge, en méme temps que les évalaations du toncmge s 
dle, catia, Vike do unification uu moins, théorique di tonnage, que cette Commission 
‘ uppalée i revétie de 4a sanction, 

{a Commission adone pour mission lodiquer le mode d’évaluation da tonnage qui, 

‘has tat notuel des connaissances mathématiques et de Nexpérience nautique, approche Ie 
tus de la vérité, et subsidiairement ot par une conséquence naturelle, détablir ler 

‘jul exintent entre le tonnage ainsi recttd et Jes différents tonnages offciels nctuellemant en 
wage. Or. sins vouloir en rien peéjager les délibérutions de Ja Commission, jo oroie 
poral Avaneer quien ce qul cuneerne le edté scientifique dex méthodes de tekarage il 
existe déjit une solution auani satisthisante que possible, 

Aen juger pur Vaccueil favorable quo la plopart des Etats loi ont fait, la rigle de 
henunge coutive eo Angleterre sous Je nom de Moorson paruit en principe réunie toute les 
conditions dane bonne formule : c'est d'apréx cette nigle qu'on arrive aujourd'hui & établir 
'n enpacité totale, | Mais, cette formule abatraite ne auflt pas, et c'est & Pexpérionce marie 
{ime de lui faire subir les modifications sans lexquelies ello ne suurait rendre oe qu'on lui 
demande, et qui n'est autre chose que In capacité vraiment utilisable da navire. 

60 point que la controverve ext vive. Pout 

éfalentionsy toutex lex éductions qu'on fait subir h 

ut registered tonnage sonteellen toutes également. justes ? 

principe? Ou, bien n'ontelles que lo ourwetire dappréciation ‘plus au moins conven: 
HionnellesF | Crest en tout ots co que l'on & prétendd ce que lon prétend principalement 
pour los navires mus par ln vapeur et ce sera ld surtout que In Commission aura’ 

4s lumidre de nes connaimances, de son expérience et de son autorité, Ilya la dvidemment 
den points dune appréciation délicute mais en méme temps emntielle pour la correction 
des rigles de mesurage qu'il aura lien de proscrire. Je ne doute pas que is Commission 
ézvolgnern, dans cette partie dicate de sca fonctions, de cette langeur de yues si nécessaire 
our saisir dans son ensemble te mécanieme complexe du commerce modeme. .S'agimant 
de taxe A imporer aux navires, on fait souvent appel & Vintérét de Ja navigation, Cet 
{ntérit a droit & tous Jes égnrds sans aucun doute. Mais Yobjection dont.on entend faire 
‘usage west vruic quiautant s'il agit do taxes arbitraires, de taxes qui, comme je le disais 
plos hant, ont un carictire purewent fiscal. Ii nen est plus de méme loraqu'i s'agit de 
{axes qui out un curnctire rimunérateur et qui ue sont Imposdes quien considération de 
travaux exécutés dane Vintérét méme de la navigation. 

Jes grands travaux votrepris en vue de Ja facilité ot do la sleurité de In cireulation 
muritineajoutent en réalité Al'utilité et par comséquent aussi & ln valeur du navire lui-méme. 
Lintérdt des armements maritimes et eslui des cutroprises qui ont en vue la, navigation 
AOnk pour ainsi dire solidaices ot Yo me pout noire A l'un sans nuire a Youtre bln foo, 
Pour arriver a fine Ja part dechacun de cos deux intéréts il est essentiel de tenir la balance: 
éeale, oe et pour cali sult tre dans Yesactitud, dans la verte. De méme 
q taxer les parties du navire qui en constituent le poi ou 
Seda nae a ae Pa ett 
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juste de dérober ita taxation ane portion queleonque des parties vives du navre de-sa 
ite vi iuetive, vraiment utilisable. eS 

Sa ee eet 

sctocllement appliqué dans Ia perception des droits du Canal de Suez est en harmonic 

Avec les prescriptions de I'Acte de Concession et du Firman tmpéral, suivant Vinterpré- 

tation qui leur a été donné par les deux lottres vizirielles A son Altesse Te Khéiive. 

Voila quant au fond. RG " 
Quant A Ia forme, je whésite pas a croie que Ix Commission se fera un devoi 
Sentourer de toutes les lumiéres qui sont a so portée et qu’au besoin elle ne refusera pax 
Pentenidre le voix des.hommes qui sont & méme de lui fouruir les renseignements les plux 

exacts et les plas 3 
Jo temucrts en ajoutent que les Acbrations de Ja Commission & laquelle votre 
Excellence est appelée i prendre part auront une portée dont on ne anurait exagdrer Vim 


‘Les intéréts qui se rattachent & 1'évaluation do tonnage sont si nombreux et si impor- 
tants quit ne nous appartint pa do prjuger extension pratique que ls divers Palnnoee 
roiront convenable de donner dans plus ou moins do temps aux conclusions de la Com- 
Imission, Mais pour oe qui nous concerne, et eu éard au caractine Wungence que présente 
Ja question du Canal, je crois de mon devoir de déclarer dés & présent quo le Gouvernement 
Teopérial qui a fonds de si ligitimes espérances sur le résultat do ces Conferences, wo réicrve 
Je droit de vepproprier lee conclusion de Ta Comvulton qUl sernk de nature h recover 
‘une exécution immédiate et d'en régler le mode «application. 

‘Constantinople, Octobre 1873. 


Colonel Stoker and Bir P. Francis to Kar! Gra 


(No. 6. Confidential.) 
PS TeMIE Tn Kencur to acknowledge the sedi ctpeustonanon deypateh No. 6 
of the 26th ultimo, forwarding copies of a correspondence with the Board of Trade, ani of 
Sir D. Lange's lettor of the Gth ultimo to the Times” The copy of M. de esep's 
letter to Nubar Pasha, also mentioned as inclosed, has not been received by us. 

We are glad to perceive from Mr, Farrer’s letter of the 22nd ultimo, that the Bourd 
of Trade recommend that some latitude should be allowed to the British Delegates In the 
‘treatment of the questions to be brought before the International Commission, of which 
we are members, nnd ns no comment on the sutject is made in your Lordship'e despatch 
‘We assume that it is intended that we should exercise o certain discretion, 

The necessity for such freedom of action will be apparent frow the following sketch 
‘of the position of the differeat Delegates -— 


British Inatractions, 


tinh Delogates are instructed to maintain, io the first instance, thit the 
eatep pee ‘tthe Commtanons the decison ofthe Turkish Goverament tht the Suez 
Canal Company can only legally charge their maximum toll on the English nett, rogister 
ton, and then fallow detailed insteuctions relative to the mode ia which special arrange- 
tents for the Suez Canal are to be curried out, whieh it ix hoped may lead to a settlement 
‘of the larger question of International Tonnage. 

‘Turkish Instructions. 
tions, ak we have in our despatohor Now. 4 und 5 of the 

Int ant aman, pace the general pent gry ‘the international too in the foregrooud, 
and only introduce the Suez Canal Question ix an incident fling, the aceasion for its 
consideration, but the clause, of which a copy Was sent to your Lordstiip in. our No 
thus at the last moment been added, which will enable us to enter on the Canal question, 


Htalian Fastrwetions. 


‘The instructions of the Italian Delegates direct them to. enter first on the general 
subject of international tonnage, and. permit them, ax an incident of the discussion, to 
conse the speci Sore Canal questions. We 




















German Instructions. 


‘The instructions ofthe German Delegate do not permit him to discus the bss of 
soneral tonnage law, as Germany will not admit the possibility of a change in the system 
Fecently adopted by bor. From the German view, the Sues question caly is to be de 
ary and they have no objection to fixing a special ton as tea of taxation for Suez, 
alone: 


French Instructions. 


‘The French Delegates have not said what their instruotious are, but the declarations 

‘f Baron d'Avril tend (0 6 revision of grogs tonnage. He considers the Commission to be 
saxsembled for a purely technical seicntifio purpose; that wo have not to consider a 
ing tom, but to search for the best genoral system to adopt. He admits Moorsoa 

tom of management to be inathematically exact, and practically correct, as giving the 

contents of  vessol'« hull, but he is of opinion that the ton derived from it is open to 

criticiim, aad would examine whether some better division than 100 cannot be chosen, as 

ing more accurately the atilizable space. ‘This polnt settled, be supposes that the 

ions for nett tonnage will give ring to but litle difficulty | he evidently anticipates a 

solution ia. bis sense that will natisty M, de Lesseps, for he hardly adits that any discussion 

of the Canal question will be neceesary. 


Austrian Tnstrwetions. 


We have not yet learnt precisely what are the terms of the Austrian instructions, but 
‘we understand that they desire to enter first ofall on the general question of tonnage, but 
are disposed to make concevsions to the Canal Company. 


Ditoh Laetenetions. 


The Dutch Delegate is insteueted to take up tho grceral question of international 
tounage first, and the Suex Canal dues only as an incident au sequel 


Belgian Instructions, 


AAs fhe na we enn understand tho Belgian Delegate is insteucted to be neutral, which 
Js « position that is hardly intelligible, 


Russian, Spanish, ond Grevk Instruetions. 


‘The Russian ond Spanish Delegates have arrived so recently that we are without any 
precise information regarling their instructions, but we have been Informed that, the 
Former in directed to take up the Suet Canal Question a.» fet object, nod that the fatter, 
# well as the Greek Delegate, are disposed to uct with ws, 

1 will be seen from the foregoing sketch of the manne in which the severa! Govern= 
trents dee in thee appreciation of the duties of the Commission, that considerable 
forbenrance and tact will he necesary in deafing with even thowe Velegutes, wha. are moxt 
disponed to coperste with us, For istanco, in acting exclusively with the German, we 
should alienate the Italian and Dutch Delegates who, as very capable mea and. throughly 
sonveraat with the tonnage quetion, ns well ns strongly dopows to take oar. view, of 
the eventual treatment of the Canal question, are allies not to be lightly set side. 
Moreover, the German Delegate would not be disposed, according to the presoat lastevetion, 
to follow us to the eventuat eettlement of an international ton ; and wo do not think that 
this plan of fixing a special ton for the Canal ix advisable. Lf, again, we enter at ones on 
questions alfecting only the Suex Canal, as our German colleague secirs 10 desire, we not 
nly lose the support of the Tallin and Dutch Delegates, but we arouse probably the 
Inainediate opposition of tho Frenoh and Russian Delegates, 

We therefore think it advisable, in the first instance, to consider the hearty co-operation 
of the Italinn and Dutch Delegates : and in order to go with them, and not lose the 
Aupport of our German colleague, we have urged the latter not to oppose the diseusion 
in the first instance of the general tonnage question, representing to hin, that it will 
throw 8 tnnecessary obstacle ia the way Of the future settloment ; if he at once declares 
‘iis inability even to discuss the basis of wn universal ton. He seemed dispoaed to seck 
portnission tron his Government to do this, 

‘Our view is, that having so many Delezotes who represent Governments committed 
tu the Moorsom system, with ite divisor, om our side, wo shall be uble successfully to resiat 
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the French idea of adopting a new divisor, which, whilst ready to discuss, we are deter. 
tmined not to give-way upon, and expect to have a strong majonty to support us. 

‘The Moorsom gross tonnage being maintained, we think that the general principle to 
be laid down for nett tonnage is that expressed in the Turkish instructions, and which has 
been elsewhere insisted upon, namely, that the space in a vessel not carrying freight, 
be deducted from the gross tonnage to give the nett tonnage, which may theref 
defined as the freight-carning space, or in the terms of the Turkish decision the ' u 
‘eapacity.” z F 

‘There are three systoms of deductions now in use— 

1. ‘The English eystem under the Law of 1854, - 

2% ‘The Danube rules, which are also proposed for the now English Code, 

3. The German, Italian, and French rules which were taken from the Bill of 1871, 
bbut have since been abandoned by Her Majesty's Governtuent e 

Tt is generally admitted that the deductions under the Law of 1854 aro dofecti 
‘must be abandoned. 

As the Germans and Italians object to changing their law in order to adopt the role 
mentioned above under No. %, and as it would entail possibly the alteration of a lange 
mumber of English vewels to adopt absolutely the German law, we think that general 
Fale might be laid down combining the two, thot is, making the deduction for engine space 
and coal-bunkers necording to the Gorman law where vessels are specially constructed. +0 
&& to comply with it, and according to the rules of tho new English Code, and the Danube, 

the bunkers’ are not constructed 40 9% to edmmunicate with the machinery 
space only, 

Wo inclose a form of rule for this purposes, to show the full beariag af our proposal, 
hich, or something like it, wo think there ik x wtrong probability of our being able to 
carry, if it ix approved by your Lordship. : 

‘Phe question of crew xpace will riot, we think, give rive to difficultien, 

‘These pointe of general tonnage being arranzed, we propose to introduce the 

juextion of the Suex Canal by urging the neoeesity of examining the modo under which 
the Company i leryag is dome ik reoret. 

Vth rwrence tothe special contrieance under which ML. do Lasops arives at what 
he call the nett Moorsom ton, we have to observe that, putting aside for t 
‘question of the legality of his proceedings, and supposing, for the sake of ars 
he is justified in adjusting the tonnage to the merchandite, thera seews to us to be A 
potent argument against his present system in the following considerations, drawn from 
the proceedings of his own Commission, 

That Commission based its eolealations and consequent recommendations on the 
ross and nett tonnage, and sctaal cangoes of some fity-six vesils, which traversed tho 
Canal between January and September 0, 1871. We believe that it is admitted that 
‘any of these verses gt that time had escaped the measurement of covered-in spaces on 
deck, which it is understood have vince been measured, Now it is evident that if it was 
Just to tax these vowels according to their gross tonnage in 1871 (alter undergoing the 
tmnnaforming process of adding 34 per cont, and deducting 25 per cent,), when their 
‘coveredin spaces were not measured, the mame process can no longer be correct after the 
said spaces have been mcatured and added to the tonnaye, which is thereby brought so 
much pearet to the figure representing burden. In othor words, the relation between 
tile banden and nett tonnages being altored, the rough proses adopted ty, the 

from the other can no longer bo correct, according to theit 
ng at it 

We inclove a list of the vessels cited by the Company, with a requost that we may be 
furnished as early n« possible with a statement of the present tonnage—gross and nclt— 
of these vessels; because, if our supposition proves to bo correct, we ray find the 

ie etched an useful ode, when we come to criticize the present proceedings 


us of the Conwnission, and apply the tow recommended by us to tho 


‘This will probably give rise to a proposition on the part of the Austeion Delegate, if 
this is wot mado oven at'an carlie, moment, that tho Commlesjon' shoal rec 
nerensedl toll. W advantage uf any auch proposal to bri 
examlontion of the finaneil p 2 it we believe that great eaution 
08 our part will be tecowairy not to precipitate any deelaratiou of this kind, 

We trust that the rrasone xet forth in thie despatch, and 
preceded it, will justify oor desire to curry our your 














onder from that orizinally contemplated by them, and that the Tine of action now traced 
will meet with your Lordship's approbation, 
We have, &¢. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
P. FRANCIS, 


Inclosure in No. 491. 
Proposed Rule for the Deduction of Engine Space, 


THE: allowance to be made for the space occupied by te engine-room and coal- 
bunkers nball be estimated as follows -— 

The allowance shall consist of the tonnage of the space actually occupied by oF 
required to be enclosed for the proper working of the machinery and boilers, and of all 
permanently constructed and properly enclosed coal-bunkers from’which the coals ean be 
trimmed 0 the raachinery space, Ur where the conl-bunkers are wot armaged 

described, tho ullowance for engine xpaco shall be as follows, 

ely, in the ease of ships propelled by paddle-wheels the space occupied by the engine 

room, together with one-half such space, and in the case of ships propelled by screws the 

space occupied by tho engine-room, toyether with three-fourths af such space, provided 

always as follows, that in nelther of the systems above defined shall the deduction of 

allowance on account of engine apace and eoal-bunkers exceed one-half of the ship's gross 
tonnage, 


te ee eS 
No. 492, 


Colonet Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Grancitle—(Receivedt October US.) 


No, 7.) 
My Lord, Therapia, October 7, 1873. 

AWE have the honour to report that the ft meeting ofthe Interaatiooal Common 

lay at the Porte, under the Presidency of his Excellency 
vously chosen President on the assembly of the Delegates. 

‘The President, having opened the proceedings in m short speech, directed the 
Scorotary to read the Instructions to the Ottoman Delegates, which eattainied the passage 
parsed for insertion by Her Majesty's Ambassador. 

‘The further procevaings of the Commission were confined to regulating the mode and 
onler of ite discussions, ‘The preliminary conversation on this subject gave riso to a 
somewhat animated discussion on the course to be parsued in thing the xense of the 
Commission by votes. The principal questions raised being -— 

1. Should the Delegates voto individually or as representing their Goveroments ? 

2, Should the votes thus taken be by majority or by groups of votos representing 
collective opinions ? 

‘These points were reserved for discussion in a foture meeting. It was, however, 
decided that in questions touching the ordering of its internal affure, the Commission 
would vote by majority of votes wceording to the number of Governments represented, 
timely ht whether a Government is represented by one oF more Delegates it wil have 
but oie vote. 

‘The next. meeting, fixed for to-morrow, will be occupied in disctising a draft onder of 
procedure which was wubmitted to the Commission, 

We have, ee. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
P. FRANCIS. 


1 A, 
Mr. Trevor to Lord Tenterden.—(Received October 16.) 


i Board uf Traite, Whitehall Gardens, October 16, 1873. 
TAM direeted by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
1th instant, inclowing despatches from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople and 
the British Delegates wt the Suez Canal Commission. 
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‘The Board of Trade see no objection to the course which Lord Granville proposes to 
take in approving the proceedings of Sir H. Elli 
At the same time they trust that Her Majesty's Government will not, by allowing 
their to proceed, be supposed to admit the views concerning tonnage ex; 
in the instructions. ‘They cannot admit, as is stated or implied in those instru 
i there is any such thing as a “true or abstract ton,” as distinguished from the 
in uso, or adopted ; that there is or ought to be any connection between a ton 
ton of space ; that there bas been, or ought to be, any difference between, 
of taxation for fiscal purposes, and the standard of taxation for the purposes of 
‘tod canals ; oF that nations have committed the suicidal folly of reducing 
cof their ships, ia order to enable them unfiiely to escape the payinent of dues. 
the Board of Trade admit that “ space utilizable for cargo,” as distinguished 
‘occupied by the whole body of the ship," is the proper measure of taxation, 
ints the Turkish instroctions appear to be founded on, and to adopt, 
views. And the British Delegates would, in the opinion of the Board of 
‘upon the discussion at « great dimdvantage if they were supposed, by acting 
iasteuctions, to admit their correctness. As fo the manner i which the protest of 
Majesty's Government against these views should be made, it will be for Lord Gran- 
ille to judge. But it will be obvious to his Lordship that they are wholly opposed to the 
ews concerning tonnage which have been stated in all communications from the Board of 


72272 pee & ere 
inte 


L have, &e. 
(Signed) G, CECIL TREVOR, 


No.4. 
Earl Granville to Sir E. Thornton, 


Sir, Forcign Office, October 16, 1873. 
HER Majesty's Government approve the language held by you to Mr. Fishy nx 

reported in. your despatch No. 43, Commercial, of the 29th ultimo, with reference to the 

appointment of a Delegate by the United States’ Government to attend the International 

Comialea, at Constantinople, on the Suez Cenal Dues. — 

am, &e. 


(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No, 499, 


Bork Granville to Sir H, Ritiot, 

(No, 131. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 16, 1873, 

HER Msjety's Goverunent approve the language held by you to Rescid Praha in 
the note of which a copy is inclosed in. your Excellency's despatch No, 188, Commercial, 
of the 7th instant, relative to the insertion in the Instructions to the Turkish Delegates nt 
tho International Toonage Comminion, of distinct reference to the examination of the 
dues levied by the Suet Canal Company. hates 

am, 


(Signed) GRANVILLE 


No. 498. 


Lord Tenterden to Mr. Farrer, 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 16, 1873. 
WITH reference to your previous correspondence, Tam directed by Earl Granville 
to trinsmmit to you a further despatch, with its inclosores, from the British Delegates. at 
Commission, reporting on the various instructions which have 
‘of Forsiga Powers by their respective Governments * and I 
hefore the Lonis of Trade for their Lordships’ 
, you will state that Lord Granville is of opinion that 
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conducting the diseussion of the matters to be considered by the Commission ; but that 
they should not assent to any propositions without authority from Her Majesty's Govern- 
tment, and that Lord Granville proposes to reply to the Delegate's despatch in the above 

1am at the same time to request that you will move the Board of Trade to cause the 
Delegates to be furnished, at their earliest convenience, with the information desired by 
them as to the gross and nett tonnage of the vessels, of which a list is inclosed in the 
accompanying papers, which passed through the Suez Canal between the Ist of January 
and 80th September, 1871. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘TENTERDEN, 


No. 49 


Earl Graneille to Sir H. Eliot. 
(No. 132 Commercial) 

Sir, Forign Offer, October 1, 1879. 
HER Majesty's Government approve your language to Raschid Pusha, as reported in 
your Excellenoy's despatch No, 185, Commercial, of the 4th instant, relative to the 

‘yestion of admitting » Spanish Delegate to the International Comsnson on Tonnage 

am, ke. 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE. 


No, 498. 


orl Geaneille to Mr, Layard, 


(No.5. Ce 1) 
‘0, $1. Commercial Foreign Office, October 6, 1873. 


1 INCLOSE, for your information, Copy S'S Spats ou Gir B-Eitot,* route 


to the question of admitting » Spanish Delegate to. the International Commission at 


Constantinople upon ‘Tonnage, 
nstantinople upon ‘Tonnage. sé 
For Barl Granville, 

(Signed) TENTERDEN, 


No, 900. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Grancille—(Received October 17.) 


Telegraphic.) Therapia, October 17, 1873. 
(eETT Coumission io its fourth sitting on Wednesday has completed drawing up rues 
for the government of its discussions, und decided to discuss to-morrow the general 


question of tonnage. 


No. 501. 


Earl Granville to Sir H. Blliot. 


(Celopaptic) pe conte 12, 1878. 
Majenty's Gi approve your proceed in your despatch 
No. i, Commercial of the tnd lewtaut, andthe course proposed by the British Delegates, 
repr in thelr dvpichen Now 4 and 5 of the Sr Sowtant, with regard tothe Suez 
Canal Commiasion, 


+ Naat? 
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No. 502. 


Earl Granville to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis. 
(No. 6.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, October 17, 1873. 

T HAVE had under my consideration, in communication with the Lords of ‘Trade, 
Your despatches Nos. 4 auid 5 of the Srl instant, relative to the course to be pursued by 
You at the International Tonnage Commission ; and T now inolose, for your information 
and guidance, «copy of a leter which I have recived on this subject from the Board of 


Tam, te. 
For Earl Granville, 
(Signed) TENTERDEN. 


No 503, 
Mr. Vivian (o Earl Granville.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. $2. Commercial.) 
‘My Lord, Alexandria, October 3, 1873. 
THAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, in compliance with the insteuctions 
‘conveyed in your despatch, marked Circular, Commercial, of the Mth of August, 1 
have communicated to the Egyptian Government a copy of the Memorandum of the Suez 
Canal Dues, drawn up by Russian Government, togother with a copy of the 
; lat in rep, commenting apo the ataementscoottned inthe Ruasan paper 
have, 
(Signed) » VIVIAN, 


No. 504. 
Mr. Vivian to Earl Granville-—(Reeeived October 18.) 


(No. 34. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Alexendria, October 8, 1873. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of « Return 
which, at his request, I have sont to Sir Honry Rilo, showing the humber, nationality, 
and tonnage of all ships that have paid the Suez Canal dues since the Ist of January, 1870; 
the receipts for ships and passengers during the same period, and the nett register tonnage, 
‘as compared with the gross tonnage for the period between the Ist of July and the Bist of 
December, 1872. 

‘This ‘Return bas been very carefully compiled from the Company's newspaper, the 
cee very ly compi pany Paper 

Thave, 8, 
Gigned) ' CG. VIVIAN, 
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Inclosure in No. 504. 
Returw of the Suez Canal Dues, &., for 1870, 1871, 1872, and 1873. 
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No. 505. 
Sir B. Thornton to Karl Granville (Received October 20,) 


(Rost, Commenial) 
iy Lord, 


Washington, October 6, 1873, 
WITH reference to my Confidential despate No, 43 of the 20th ultimo, Lhave the 
honoor to jaform your Lordship that E called upon Me. Fish at tho State Depmetment on 
the 2od instant, aod ig ait decision had been come to by the President upon the 
‘question of appointing a delegate on the part of the United States to attend the Conference 
‘on the Suez Canal duce. 

Mz. Fish replicd that, although the President. was very desirous of meeting the views 
and wishes of Her Majesty's Goverhment on this point, ho did not feel that’ be: was in 
@ position to do so: for that after all the papers on the roljest had been carefully 
examined, it could not be discovered that a formal invitation kad ever been tendered to 
the United States by the Turkish Goverament to take part in the above-mentioned 
Commission. 

Mr. Fish then alluded to the promise which he made in his note to tne of the 14th of 


January let and proceeded to show mea denpatch which he had at that tne adarsaed ta 
4Z 
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Me. Boker, United States’ Minister at Constantinople, transmitting a eopy of my note 
of tho 8th of January, to which his of the 14th was an’ answer, and instructing him that, 
although the Government of the United States was not yet informed of the exact points 
which would be taken into. consideration, be would, however, be authorized to take part 
in the Commission, with the reservation that its recommendations would not become 
‘operative wotil they had been considered and accepted by the Governments represented. 

Mr. Fish went on to say that, on the 6th of February, Blicque Bey, my ‘Turkish 
colleague, read to hin a Cirealar despatch dated the Ist January, addressed to him by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Porte, in which aro the words quoted in your Lordship's 
despatch to Sir H. Elliott of the det of March as being stated by the Turkish Goverament 
{in the formal invitation received by Her Majesty's Government. = 

But at the conclusion of the dexpateh read by Blacquo Bey, the Turkish Minister for 
Foreign Affairs lastructed him to ascertain the opinion of the United States’ Government 
a to the expediency of the establishment of a Commision either at Constantinople 
‘or at London ; whilst the despatch contained no invitation to the United States’ Govern. 
ment to be represented in the Commission. Mr. Fish hnd likewise been led to believe 
that the Commission would meet rather in London than at oautaatinople. Blacque Fey 
having asked Me, Fish his opinion upon the subject the later replied that he would refer the 
matter to the Seoretary of the ‘Treasary, and the despatch was consequently left with 
Mr. Fish, who, having taken a copy of it, subsequently informed leque Bey that the 
‘Treasury thought favourably of the establishment of the Commission, 

On the 22nd of March Laddressed a note to Mr. Fish, transmitting, ia cotptiance 
{rth the iostveton contained i your Lordships Circular despatch ofthe th of ‘March, 9 
copy of your dexpatoh to Sir H. Eliot of the Srd of March. Mr. Fish showed me the dratt of 

doypatch which te had then dressed to Mr. Boker, transmitting him y 
teh, and instructing him that he might act at the Commission in conjunc- 
pointed by Her Majesty’s Government, 
led that he had given these instructions on the supposition that an 
invitation would be sent by the Turkish Government to that of the United States to take 
art in the Commission, but no such invitation had been received, and Blacque Bey had 
rather led him to believe that the Commission might never meet at all. 

‘When Mr. Boker had telographed that the Commission woold 
September, Me. Fish wax taken by surprise, and had replied that no invitation to send a 
reptesentative to it had been received by tho United States’ Government. Me. Boker had 
navered that uo invitation bad been sent to him, but it turned out that what he looked 
‘upon as an fovitation was merely an announcement of the day on which the Commission 
was to meet. 

‘The President. considered, Mr. Fish said, that it was now too late for & courteous 
invitation to be forwarded to the Unitot States’ Goverument, and he could only, 
therefore, express his regret that he was unable to most the wishes of Her Majesty's 


Thave, fe. 
(Seah “town. THORNTON. 


No. 506. 
Bir H. Barron to Earl Grancille—(Received October 20,) 


(No. 60. Commercial.) 

My Loni, Brussels, October 19, 1873. 
ON ‘receipt of your Lordship’s telegraphic dexpatches of the 1th instant, I lost no 

lime in urging Baron Lambertoont, now acting for the Minister of Foreign ‘Affairs, to 

iustruct, by telegraph, the Belgian “Delegate on the Sues Canal Comission, to support 

‘our Commissioners in a critical discussion, likely #000 to orcur, on the point ns to whether 

the British Act of 1854 should be as the basis for the calculation of net 


to 

Sceretary-General deslared. that tho. interest of Belgium: in this matter, thousty 
alight, wns ileatienl with our awn; that the Freoch Legation had frequently solicited thie 
Government to xapport their views at Constantinople; that his Department had hitherte 
declined, and must mill deine, to pledge itself absolutely to support either of the opposing 
partics, being to a great extent uninformed of the werits of the question that the 
instructions of the Belgian Delegate were, in the event of ay critical question coming 


forward, either to refer to Brussels for instructions, or, if there were no time for thie course, 
to vote with the majority. 

Baron Lambermont has renewed these instructions by telegraph. He conceives that 
they will suffice to insure the co-operation of his Delezate with our own, if, as Sic Heary 
Elliot intimates, there are only three other Powers doubitul. 

In case this question is referred to Brussels for a solution, it might perhaps be 
desizable that L should be made more fally acquainted with the immediate point at issue, 
and with the merits of the question, 

Some of the principles of the Mercbant Shipping Act of 1854, for the measuremant 
of vessels having, as appears from the British Memorandum of 11th August, been found 
to work unsatisfactory, are about to be revised in a forthcoming Merchant Shipping Bil), 
of which an extract is appended to the Memorandom, Appendix B, 

Is it, therefore, the provisions of the existing Act of 1854, or is it the amended rulos 
Propoved in Appendix B, which are to be advocated as the basis for eliciting net 


tonnage? 
= T have dc, 
(Signed) "HH. BARRON, 


No. 507. 
Colonel Stoker and Sir P, Francis to Karl Graneille, 


(Telegraphic. Therapit, October 19, 1873. 
IECUSSION on tonnage yesterday. Grout preponderance of opinion in favour of 
sh systern of grow tonnage as basis of deduction, Discussion adjourned at instance 
of French Delegates 


No, 08, 
Me. Trevor to Viscount Enfield.—(Reevived October 20) 


My Lon, Boord of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, October 20, 187%. 

1AM directed by the Boant of Trade to ncknowledge the reodipt of your leticr of 
‘the 16th October, incloxing a despatch from the British Delegates on the Suez Canal 
Cotnmnission. 

‘The Hoard of Trade agree in tho answer Lord Granville proposes to give to the 
despatch in question. 

Sobject to the observations contained in provious letters, they see no objection to the 
course which the Usitish Delogatex propose to follow. ‘They desire, however, to point out 
hat the question of measuring spaces on deck is as important and difficult nk that of 
‘ngioesoom deductions, and will require ax much atzetlon from the Comraiwion, The 
subject is fally discumed in the various papers which have been handed to Colonel 8tokes, 

fs now again under consideration in thik country ax mentioned below. It ix to be 
observed that the determination of this question ix equally essential whether nett tonnage 
or gros tong looked asthe moat important pat to atte 

‘The Board of Trade entirely agree with Lord Granville that all conclusions must be 


reserved for the approval of Her Majesty's Government, ‘This is more than ever iy 

tant now that the discussions of the Commiesion mre directed to the gencenl question of 

tonnage. Hor Majesty's Government have 0 power to alter tho Jaw of thia country on 

this subject without the consent of Parliament, and the isterexts concerned are so vutioun 

‘and conflicting that any measure on the subject is eure to be attended with difficulty, At 

tho present moment the subject of measuring spaces on deck is one of those sogeulg the 
ir Prolin 


attention of the Royal Commission on Unseaworthy Rhips, and ftom their Preliniuury 

st, which I is it will be soon that they contemplate further inquiry on thie 
point. The Board of ‘Trade would suggest that a copy of this Report, and of the evidence 
{to which it refers, should be fuaruished to the British Delegates. From this Report, os 
‘well as from the papers already: in their hands, the Delegntes will ¥ee that this question 
most be looked at not only with a view to the interests of trade and of dock and. coat 
owners, but also with a view to the safety of human life. 

‘The information desired by the Delegates as to the gross and nett tonnage of the 
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vessels named ia the list accompanying their (which has been retained for the 
present) shall be forwarded as soon sc 
‘A have, Se. 


(Signed) C. CECIL TREVOR. 


No. 509. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Karl Grancille—(Received October 21.) 


(Telegrephio) ie Coasters One 2, 1873 
ave to-day attended a private meeting of the acting with us to concert 
beat deductions for nett tonnage. » Wo find determined opposition to the Danubian Roles 
‘on the part of tho majority of these Delegates. They argue in favour of beating system 
‘of mensuring fixed coal-buakers, ‘They maintain that Danubian Rule is ia conteavention 
‘of Mootiom, which takes exact measurement for basis. They urge that Germat, Italian, 
and French Governments have derived deductions from fixed bunkers from the Bill of 1871, 
and anade it the nw in their counteies, and that it is, therefore, reasonable to hope that 
Haglan will adbere to the original provisions ofthat Bill, and not take up a wystem 
‘opposed to Moorsom’s principle, as shown at paragraphs 51, 52, 53, and 67, pages 17 a 
Wot Me, Gray's books Pre =e 
Wo feel obliged to recommend this, ax we nee no chance of eatrying alternative pro- 
posed in our No, 6, om aecount of the position and decided opinions expressed to-day, and 
1 order not to divide our majority, which promises snch favourable results for the Suez 
Canal question. Wo hope for a reply by telegraph. 


__ 


No, 510, 


Bark Granville to Colonel Stokes anid Sie P. Francis, 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, October 21, 1873. 
TTRANSMIT to you herewith, for such observations ax you may have to offer 
thereupon, a copy of a despatch trom Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at fhrusscls relative 
to the instructions which have been given to the British Delegate at the Lntervational 
‘Tonnage Commission.” 
Jam, te. 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE, 


No. S11. 
Lord Tenterilen to Mr. Farrer. 


‘Sir, Foreign Office, October 22, 1873. 

WITIT reference to previous correspondence, 1 am directed by Barl Granville. to 
transmit to you a copy of a telegram from the British Delogntes at the Sacz Canal 
Commission, reporting the proceedings at private meeting of the Commissioners :t and T 
tm to request that, in laying the same before the Lords of ‘Trade, yon will sate to their 
Vardships that Lord Granville proposes to concur in the views expressed by the Delegates, 
should there be no serious objection thereto. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘TENTERDEN 


No. 512. 
Mr. Trevor to Viscount Knfield,—(Recwived October 22.) 
My Lord, Boaril of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, October 22, 1873. 
WITH forther roference to your letter of the 16th instant, transmitting x espatch, 
No. 6, with its Inclosures from the British Delegates at the International Tounage 
‘Cormminsion, ¥ am now directed by the Board of ‘Trade to send to you herewith the infor. 


# No. 206. +t Na son, 
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mation desired by the Delegates as to the gross and net tonnage of the vessels named in 
the list which accompanied theie despatch. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) ' C. CECTL TREVOR. 


No. 513, 


Mr. Hole to Barl Graneille—(Received October 22.) 


Arsociation of Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom, 
1, Great College Sireet, M 
My Lord, October 22, 187 
TAM directed by the Executive Council of this Asociation to tmnsmit to your Lord: 
ship the inelosed Memorial on the subject of the Suez Canal dues, which bas been prepared 
in accordance with a resolution passed at a apecial meeting of our Association, attended by 
representatives ftom the various Chambery of Gommerenafllated with us, 
T have, &c. i 
(Signed) JAMES HOLE, 


Anclosure in No. 513. 
Memorial. 


To the Right Honourable Karl Granville, K.G., Her Majesty's Secrotary of Stato for Foreign 
Affairs. 


‘The Memorial of the Association of Chambers of Commerce of the United 
Kingdom, of which are members forty-nine Chambers of Commerce, 


Showeth, 

THAT the Suet Canal Company wore empowered by concession frotn the Ej 
and Turkish Governments to make the Canal, aud that, by the terms of such concession, 
they were allowed to charge a maximum dus of 10 fF, “ par tonneau de eapocité” on all 
yousels passing through the Canal. 

hat, in the opinion of yoar Memorialists, the term “eapacité "is applicable only to 
space, and has no ref ind that in England a ton of capacity, when applied 
to sea-going vessels, has been oflically stated and recognized to be 100-cable feet of space 
available for cargo. 

‘That it England it has always been the custom, when ascertaining the tonuage of 
steam-vensels, to allow deductions of the spaces occupied by engines, boilers, and coal: 
bunkers, ‘The available space for cargo, after such deductions have been made, is known 
as the net oe 

‘That it has hitherto boon the invariable custo the case of steamers, to charge all 
dock, harbour, and other navigation dues, on the net tonnage 

‘That these principles have been admitted, and are acted on in France and most other 
maritime nations, and also by the Danubian International Com ion. 

‘That previo the Suez Canal Company, following the 

levied their dues on the net tononge of steamers using the Canal; that 

te they have levied thelr dacs on the gross tom ‘on the ontire space 

the vessel, without allowing the usual deductions for nes, boilers, and coal 
bunkers, 

‘That the difference in the two modes of levying these dues is equal to an advance in 
the rate of dues charged of 55 per cent. on the average. ‘ 

‘That inasmuch ax the action of the Canal Company has afforded just grounds for 
ampain by the murine Powers, the Turkish Government appoiated a Convmsaion of 
Inquiry to report whether the Canal Company were justified by their Concgssion in charging 
their dues on the gross rexister tonnage of steamers as aforesaid 

That the result of this inquiry was coaveyed to the Khedive of Egypt ia a V 
letter under date of 12th Jalp Laet of which your Memorialists believe that the following 
is 2 correct translation ;— 

(221) 5A 
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" Highness, 

"As your Highness is aware, ftom the opening of the Suez Canal up to the Ist of 
July, 1872, the Company had levied on all ships passing through the Canal a toll of 
10 runes per ton on their regitered tonnage, without the Iinperial Governinent having 
sanctioned that mode of lesying it. But since the 1st of July the Company still, without 
previous wuthority: from the Imperial Government, proceeded to levy the same dues 
cording to a new method, which ix adopted for measuring tho tonnage of ships 
This course has not failed to provoke complaints from the Pomers. Thr latter and. the 
Company have asked the Imperial Government to interpret that clause of th 
Concession granted by the Egyptian Admiaistration the 2nd Rebicul Evvol, 12: 

hy Imperial Firman the Zod Zilkadé, 1252, which states that tho naviw, 

shall not exceed 10 finnes wr ton of eapacity. It being, therefore, accesaary to remove 
the present compluinte by fixing the interpretation of that clause, the Ministers in Council 
have attentively examined aud carefully discussed! the question, In ratifying, nm stated 
‘oofore, the Act of Concession, the Inperial Goverment understood the words “ton of 

pacity ‘In an ubsolute sens, and not a pointing to the rexivter tonaage of any particular 
nation. Indeed, as ships of all flags prusing through the Canal are subjected #3 (the same 
‘tues, and as the different Governments lve nat ak yet adopted an Weutical avstone af 
onnagy, it was necessary to make use of the general term “ton of eapacite,’ in Gade. thor 
the expression might apply to the tooonge which migist subsequently be adopted by all the 
Governments, us well ax by the Iwperial Goverumeot for its own shipping. From this 
point of view itwould seen: natural to udopt the tonnage which most approprately repre. 
seats the available capacity of w ships Ay, then, among the various eificial systems, of 
{oeaaurement at present in uve, Mooraoin's ie evidently that which exprewses such b capacity, 
the Sublime Pore is of opinion that the nett tonnage of w ship, ax determined by. that 
system, should'be adopted. Should, however, the Powers and M- de Leweps tot wish to 
continue the maintenance of that evstem, it would then become heceuary to convene an 
Joternationat Commission, with a view of determining the avuilable capacity of m yomel, 

Imperial Goveeninent canwot obviously Gx upon a dedinite method of measnroment 
Which his not as yet been agreed to and adopted by the other Governmonts. "Such being 
the result of the discussion by the Ministers in Council, i¢ Laiperial Majesty, betare 
whom the question has been Inid, having ordered that it be acted um accordingly, 1 now 
bring the aforevaid decision to the knowledge of your Highness, Ja order that you thay take 
such steps ax may be thereby rendered necessary.” 


‘That, although it fe evident that the Porto are of opinion that the Cxnal Company are 
bound to levy their dues on the “nett toncage of the ship,” the Cunal Compatiy axsort 
that the viairial letter jostifies them in charging their dues on the ability of the vessel to 
‘carry tons of 40 oF 50 cubic feet of wetsurvment goods, Sie Daniel A. Lane, the Engl 
Director of the Canal Company, gives experssion to this apinion on bebalf of the Compa 
in tho following letter, published in the * Titoes,” of the Gin of Seplembce Inxt — 


‘To the Kaitor of the * Times.” 
“Sir, 

AAs there uppers to exist considerable duubts and mniepprohension generally with 
respect to the question of the Suez Canal tonnage dues, will you permit one to endenvone 
to remove them by the following brief observations ! perial Majesty the Sultan 
of Turkey having declared that the levying of the Suez Caual dues shall be based on 
the utilisable enpacity of tbe ship, inrespective of any toonage mentioned In the alicol 
Papers on board, and further expressed the opinion that) Moorsom's role je that ‘which 
sates with the greatest ncourney the nett utilisablo capacity af a ship, the President of the 
Sac Canal Company has, on his part, declared himself satisied therewith, observing, 
however, thut the rigorous pplication of Moorsom would, if anythlog, rosult a an 
Increase of the prosent trate roveipts from ships passing through the Socr Canal. Tt 
inay be asked, What is Moorsoin's tale? In reply it will be aulicient to mproduce 
Toxiually the rule, nv set forth by Moorsom, whielt purpones i Arrive at the real note 


utilisable capacity of abippa, It is a follows 
“tind the number of tons of export measurement goods of 40 cubic feet to 
the ton, which « vessel is enubled to take Ur show : iis only t0 divide the abure. nomber 
of eudio feet by 40, having first mide the proper deduction due to the spmcee which mn 
bo occupied by the crew, stors-roome, proesions, aad water, pump-ardl, bese ie 
which on the while may, practically speaking, bo cstimated to amount t0°alwut 30 per 
Gent, oF anes of the whole cubic coatent under the tonnage deck. For exomle, 
the register omnage wade the tonnage deck being, as before, 619 tons, the eubie comect 


the hold is 61,900 enbie feet, and 61,900 41309 — 49,590 ott cubic content, and 
Ug — 1,236 tons, the quantity of export measurement goods that enn be stowed,” Or, 
in the case of import goods at 50 eahio feet to the ton, wo have 44K" — $90 tons” 
ich is Moorsoms rule, which purposes to dotermine acoarately the nett tonnege, 
or real utilisable capacity of a ship. It follows that a vessel of G19 tons offical Enslish 
register can take, or is capable of carrying (taking the most advantageous ton for the 
shipowner, vis», 30 cubic fect—990 tons of utilisuble nett tonnage capncity. If this 
opposed vessel of 619 tons official English register passed. through the Canal, the dues 
ould, ia conformity with the navigation rules, be lovied on $28} tons. Consequently, 
the tounage on which the dues of the Suez Canal Company is levied is uctually tilerioe 
to the tonnage which would result from » rigorous application of Moorsom’s rule, wh 
Geteriaines tho vett utilimble capacity of the ship. It will, therefore, be scen that in 
acknowledging the right of tho Sharcholders, as stated in the Charter: of Concession, 
the Court of Appeal in Paris were justified in conde 
Mesaageries Maritines Steam Navigation Compauy, and pecietl ed in nevuming 
that the Sucz Canal Company have not excerded their just rights in establishing the 
Roles’ of the 4th March, 1872, and lovying the dues in conforuity with eudh 


"TL have, de. 
(Signed) Dante A. Taxon, English Resident, 
" Divector of the Sues Conal Company. 
“ Landon, September %." 


Your Meimorialiste would subir that the so-called “rale* has in reality nothing to 
do with Moorsom's system, bot is the mode of converting tho register tonnage of u-vewel 
{as sacertained by that system) into unite of mewstreiwent uf 40 or 50 ubic foot each, and 
is given to eauble the shipowner to esleulate froin the oficial tounaxe how many auch ‘unite 
of meamarement gocuis his vessel can" reaxonably stow nnd carry.” The unit of qeasnnc, 
treat (commonly called ton) of 40-0F $0 cubic feet, sin no wense or rexpeot fla it 
sitoply an arbitrary unit adopted by merehants and shipowners forthe purpoe of calculating 
{he equivalent fg on easuresent sods we propionte ta teak eke 
this mensuremont “ton” is in uo way connected with Moan is evident front 
‘the fact that it was in use long: previous to that sysem being fi 

Your Memorialists are strongly improased with the convict Canal Company 
are precluded by the terms of their concession from levying thoir dues on any other tonninge 
(hat pm the net tonnage ms shown on the ohclal papers of the steann-veucls using’ the 

anal. 

Phat your Memorialists understand’ that the International Commission suggested 
the Viairial Jetter has already assembled at Constantinople, and that Her  Majeaty's 
Government are represented thereat 

Your Memarialists therefore pray that the Representative of Her Majesty's Govern 
ment at the Conference now being hed at Constantinople, may be iastracted. to use overy 
fort to preveat the Canal Company from obtaining powers to levy thee dues on any other 
baie thaw on the tet tonoage of steamers ws eecorded in the vessel's oflclal papers. 

Signed on behalf of the Association, by unanimous direction of a publio meeting of itx 
menibern, 

(Signed) SAMPSON S. LLOYD, Chairman. 

1. Great George Street, Westminster, 3.8, 

October 22, 1873, 


Sa 


No. 514. 
Me. Brakine to the Bort of Claresdon —(Rrecioest October 24.) 


Commercial, Confidential.) 

My Lord, Stockholm, October 20, 1873, 

ON ‘the receipt this morning of your Lordship's despatch confidential, cotuinervia), 
Xo. 11 of the 11th fostant, I Jost no time in enlling on General ijoenstjirna, sil draveinig 
Nis most serious attention to Sir H. Eliot's Confidential despatch of the 30th vltinuo. thee 
the Swedish Minister nt Constantinople makes no secret of holding views different trom 
those of his Government with respect to the Suez Canal Daes Question, and that the 
Smedish Delezate, who will have to act under the onders ofthat Minister, is under person 

tions to bien, 
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His Excellency appeared to be most anxious to prove to me that there is no reason to 
fear that M. Ehrenhotf, whatever might be his private opinion in this matter, would dare 
to act in opposition to the orders of his Government, and for that purpose he read to me 
all that was essential, both in the instructions given to the Swedish Legation at Con- 
stantinople for some months past respecting the canal dues, and of M. Ebrenbofs 
correspondence in reply. 

In the first place 1 must acknowledge that it is impossible to draw up instructions in 
language more explicit and to the purpose than that used by General Bjirostjiroa ia a 
denteh dated: ie the toonth of March Inst, in. which M. Ehrenhoft is desir, io the 
event of a difference of opinion arising between the French and English Embassies, to side 
invariably with the latter, the original directions ziven by the Swedish Government hariog 
contemplated the adoption, ax far as might bo practicable, of a veutmal course between 
those Embaates, 

Tn reply. to this instruction, General Bjérnstjiroa read to me a despatch from 
Mr. Ebrenhoff in all respects astenting Lo the expediency of the views of Her Majesty's 
Government, and not once betraying the faintest Olas towards BM, de Leweps. 

The next despatch, which I thiok it worth while to mention, was one dated the 6th 
intent and eat by telegraph, ia which General Demian again repeated. fa the owt 
peremptory terms, that in tho event of differences in the Conference, the Swedish Delegate 
‘was to vote with his British colleagues, and General Bjgormjiraa intimated to M. Ehrenhott 
ery plainly that he must bo careful what he was obout, as the British Government had 
accused him, through Her Majesty's representative bere, of being biased in favour of 
M. de Lesseps, 

‘To this despatch M. Ehrenholt's reply wax dated the 9th instant, and was received 
only within the last day oF to, again promising to conform strictly to the insteuctions of 
hi Government, nod to low’ no time in settling with Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople the course that was to be followed in the Commision by the British and 
Swedish Delegates. 

Te is, I fear, now too late to induce the Swedish Government to ebange their Delegate 
at the Suea Canal Duce’ Commision, without his having committed some actoal infringe 
teat of daty, but I should think it would be difficult for M. Heidenstam to take any wtep 
Contravening bis insteuctions without attracting the attention of the Delegates of Hor 
Majesty's Government, when I can scarcely doubt that General Bjdrnstjerna would 

nupervede him, 

Ta thet, it appears to me of little consequence what M. Bhrendor’s views, or even, 
languowe, may be in private, as long ax he votes with Her Majesty's Governient. in 


public, 
T have, &e. 


(Signed) E. M. ERSKINE. 


No. 515. 
Viveount Bafeld to Colonel Stoker and Sir P. Francis. 
No. 8.) 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, October 24, 1873. 

TAS directed by Bart Gransille to inform you that his Lerdabip communicated to 
the Board of Trude your despatch No, 6 of the 6th instant relative to the ngs, of 
the Sacx Canal Commission, with an opinion that you shoutd exercise (reedom of action 
in regard to the tanner of conducting the discussion of the matters to. be considered by 
the Comemiavion, but that you sbould aot assent to any propositions without authority 
from Her Majesty's Government 

Tans now to vonvey to you 
furvish you with a copy of the 


Trad on this subject. e 
T also inclone a statement received from the Board of Trade relative to the gros and 


net tonnage of the vessels named in the list which accompanied your above-mentioned 
despatch. 


instructions to the nbave effects and at the same time to 
letter which his Lordship hs received fro the Board of 


Jam, ke. 
Gigned) "ENFIELD. 


369 


No. 516, 
Viscount Bafeld to Mr. Hole. 


Sir, i 
q P . : Foreign Office, October 25, 1873. 
ond it ieee by Eat Grule to ackvowlege the resist of your ltr ofthe 
2 ‘Mem Associa veree 
Zand nies feng 6 Moa ted Chambers of Commerce on the 
Lam, &e. 
Ue ba 


No. 517. 
Sir H. Barron to Bart Granville —(Receteed October 27.) 


eee Commercial.) 
ly 5 Brusvels, October 25, 1873. 
honot TH reference to my Commercial dexpatch No, 80 of the 19th natant; I bare cho 
bonour to report that the Telzian Government has recdived advice of an spproaching 
iran nt Toteoatonl ‘Tonnage Comminion at Constantinople, at which saves 
of th ‘were expected to vote for met 
stan aa ost of ealoulating gross tonnage 
roreign. Department, though not elrarly understanding the modo of ao 
proposed t0 be adopted, immediately rent instructions on the ae day tthe ahve it 
to its Raver at Constatinople, in the following words — 
4 gud ge it Voter m1 mene 
ston PRE Bg pest voter ave major pour tmgy brut comme righ gale 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) H. BARRON, 


No, 518, 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Borl Granville (Received October 28.) 


Ny toe 
‘My Lord, Therapie, October 20, 1873, 
5 WE have the honour to inclose the Minutes of the four ‘iret Taotings of the ste 
national Comminsion for Tonnage; the first three tewerbaur, being printed, are in 
aplicate ; the fourth is In tannuserpt. As those. four wcetings’ were mostly occupied 
oe re hjeat, we ~~ ee Write one Report for the whole, 

‘is wal was & set les drawn up by ua, with a view to nog linc. 
ss tr Coarasn a ne man ee he Ai 
desultory conversations, which, from the composition of the Commission, there is a. atrong: 


joeced in putting a Hen to the possible duration 
‘on that point, as ix mentioned in No, 2 of thew 


Procts-eerbal No. 3 containg n debate as to whether the absence of instructhon 
Proce won 
4 special sabjees on the part of the Delegates of any Power, stould put stop to the 
= a of tit eae i The debate on this point: erie tow dispute as to the 

vote of the President, in 3 

eee ee event of a tie vote ; but this difficelty wax overcome 

In this meeting, the mode of voting on questions of importance, was also deci 
alter 1 prolonged debate, If unanimity: does fot preval en any goin tha aunt 
GS is Commi wil basen x for wabmission ‘to the different 

Governments, prominence being given to that which is held by the majority 

‘The discussion of these rules being at leagth terminated, the Commission proceeded. 
= iat close of its meeting of Wednesday the 15th, to decide on the Onder of the day for 
the meeting of Saturday the 18th. It having been decided that the Commission shall 
meet twice a-week, on Wednesdays and Saturdays. ‘The French and Rossan Delegates 
enc Eee to provoke delay ben previous discussion of what that Order should be ; and 
o 1¢ President's motion to begin the work of the Commission by the determination of 
® keneral question of tonnage, they proposed thit we should first take the Suez Canal 
rection to consideration, "We opposed this rotons aud by a Yate of 9 to 2, the 
wom gota ing previously retired, € won deeidad to discuss the pesca 
(221 5B 
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ani cares a toe neh ee 
eve ase, itso oly Des Wed forsee to Julep carat ew, 
thee thove Vows uedy eee with our ova, but by sume nd explanation, to 
gridually induce others to act with us, until we have now a strong majority voting toget 

- “ites eer have enabled us, in the last two or three meetings, to take a more 


Aecided line than the eaier divisions alowed us to hope woul be mies 


(Signed) J. STOKES. 
Vegan P. FRANC! 


Inclowure 1 in No, 518. 
Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage 


Procés-Verbal No. 1-—8éance du 6 Octobre, 1873. 


Commission Toternationale pour le Tonnage west réunie le 1 
1873, au Miniatiro dos Affaires Rtrangtros 3. Constantinople. 


M. le Cheval de Kosjek. 
M. Zamar, 
Pout la Betgiqve— 
M. Camile Janmsen. 
Pout I Bap 
Don Angel Ruata, 
Don Joaquits Togores. 
Pour ta Franco — 
M. te Baron d’Avril. 
M, Rumen. 
Pour a Grando Bretagno— 
M.le Colonel Stokex, 
Bie Phiip Francis 
Pour ly Grico— 
“M. Anargyros. 
Pour lie 
Te Chevalier Cova, 
Mile Commandeur Matte. 
M: le Chevalier Vernoni, 
Pour lx Pays Bas— 
M. le Chevalice Jansen, 
M. Kenn. 
Pout In Russie— 
M.le Taron de Steiger. 
M: le Calonel Korchikalt 
Pour ta Sue et a Ni 
wf te Cherler de Hedovata. 
Pour ta Tumuie—. 
‘Son Excellence Edhem Pache, 
Son Excellence Salih Pacha. 


Commission nomme, 4 Funanimité, son Excellence Edhera Pacha, son Président. 
Mie renee Délégué Ottoman commerce par dire, quill cousidérait 46a comme we 
grind honneur de compter parmi les membres d'une Commission aussi importante. Cest 


a7 


tun double honneur poor Tui, que de se voir maintenant appelé, d'une manidee anssi 
Aatteuse, & présider i ses dAibérations, 

Eo exprimant & ses collegues ses remerciments les plas chaleureux, i ervit & pelne 
nécessaire de les assurer quill travaillera de toutes ses forces & mériter cette conGanre, et 
Néclame en revanche, la bienveillance et lappui efficace de tous. 

Hl exprime toute sa joic de voir ninsi réanis les Représentants étrangers, 

Lc Gouvernement de Se Majesté le Sultan, ajoute son Exccllenee, se flicite sincdve- 
ment de accueil fait par les Puissances & ses ouvertures, et apprvcie les sentiments de 
déférence qui ont dicté le choix de Constantinople, comme siégo de In Comunision ; aussi, 
‘est-ce en son nom quelle souhaite de tout cur A tous la bienvenue. 

Apris avoir fait mention des efforts multiples pour unifier tout ce qui sert d'intere 
Gdinire aux relations réciproques des Etats, ct dew nisultate remarquables qui s'euauivirent, 
M- le Prisident cito principalement a appai lo xystéme décimal métrique, syste qui 

roduit de si excallonts résultats, celui de anit monnétaire qui, adopte dg par quel vee 

Htats, tend de jour ea jour A so génémaliser et conclot que Tunification en nesures de la 
‘eapacité des navires, wi elle venait & prévaloir, so "épandmit bancoup plus vit, et rendrat 
de véritables bienfalts au commerce universel. La solution du problime soumis. aux 
alivérntions de cette Conférence, paralt A. son Excellence dautant pox fheile, que le 
‘yatdipe Anclais, conou sous le nom de Moorsomn et reconnu génénilement comae ben, 

M, le Prinident termine en sisant qu’ son avis, les questions cornplexes sont résoluen 
surtout, loraqu’elles sont exposées dans leur plus simple exprowion.. De ld, la nécomite 
pour la Commission de simplifier autant que possible Jos questions jul Imi sont oumises, 
de sabstonir surtout de considérations Iongues et compliquées.. Lo résultat de cen debate 

tes heurooses pour le commerce entior, réxultant d'une entente 

‘imancon, ne sourxicnt faire Tombre d'une doute, Cest nox lumignes de la Come 
mission a la provoquer et & Taxseoie sue des bases niles, 

M. lo Président présente ensuite Etienne Carath(odory Eifendi,  Secritaire de 
4a Légation do Turquie & Berlin, nommé par le Gouvernement Impérial, Secrvtaire de la 
Commission. 

Son Excellence Bdhem Pacha donno immédiatement aprds lecture d'une proposition, 
qui vicot de lui parvenir, slgnée par ML. lo Baron d'Avril, et qu ont alnal congue 

{Le jout do wotre réanion evincidant avee Tanoiveraite de la nnlssance da Sultan, te 
Pa used mete vara ave la Commission Internationale, ayant de commoneer xs taveu, 
Brie won Bxcellence le Prisident de porter a Sa Majesté LinpCtiale les respectueuy: hom. 
‘mages des Délégués, auxquels il accorde Uhospitalité dans sn capital 

Ta Commission consultée, décide qu'une résolution identique solt partée,:at nom 
de Js Conférence, par Yenteemiae de eon Préaident, A la connaissance de Ba Mujoste lo 
Sultan, 

M. le Prévident donne Ia parole au sccritaire por Ia lecture des instructions annoxéex 
Ace procés-vertal, ot adreasées par Ia Sublime Porto h ace Delégnés, 

Lo secrétaire donne ‘yalement lecturm dune lettre que M. Giretto a wlresséo A son 
Excellence Edhem Pacha, au wom de Indministrution dos Messogeriea Maritimes de France, 
four tal eavoyer quelques exemplhires d'une “ Note sur la quewtion du tonnage et In apn: 
Cité dex navies" qui sont ris ha disposition dos ML Tee Diao 

A. le Colonel Stoker soumet, conjcintement avec 40% colligue Britannique, 
Facceptation de Ia Commission, un projet de rleient futéiear, dont le seertalre tote 

re. 

MM: le Président ayant ouvert Ia discussion suc le point de mwvolr si on procéleralt un 
ote Imunédiat sur ce projet, ova Tom devaitplutix en remettre la discussion ila prochaine 
séance, un échange d'idées & isu aur ee sujet, 

34 de Kosjl opine pour I discussion ef le vote séance tenant. 

3. Remeaw trouve les droits da Président trop restecints vt une étude préalable di 
Projet néccasaire, 

M. de Colonel Stokes et M. Gillet we rangent du mime avis 

AM. de Koxjek sigoale la nécessité de décider, si ce sira To Président ou la Contnivsion 
ui fxere Tordre du jour, et xi le vote aura lieu pat voix de Déléguds ou de Polssanices I] 
‘xpritne te désir de voir ces deux lacunox comblées dans le projet de riglement, 

M. Gillet pense qu'une divergeance «opinion n'est pax admisable entre Déléguis 
une méme Puisance, 

AM. Rumewn ext davis quien oxy de divengoance dos denx Délézués d'un Beat aor la 
mame tion, le vote de ect Etat sera nl 

UY. le Baron de Steiger appaio ta proposition de M. le Délégu6 d' Auteiche-Hongri, et 
insist sur Ia nécemité do fixer avant tout In moniére du vote, par Etat on par Déligues 
U demande, de plus, la distribution da projet de riglement aux Délégués, 
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Conformément & ce désir, la Commission décide que le projet sera imprimé et distribué 
at MM, les Délésués avant Is prochaine séance. é 

1 Gilet shnet ‘ane dilireoce entre les Gécsioos do fond ot les Sékions:sur les 
questious intérieures de ls Commission. Hl croit qu'on pourrait décider les secondes par 
majorité, et non les prémieres. ie 

-M. Jansen (Pays-Bus), appayé par M. de Baron le Steiger et M. de Heidenstamm ext 
avis qui acai a Bee ent toot ole conan oe Yoter, atin de procéder ensuite au 
vote du niglement intéricur en discussion. ar i 

M, te Colonel Stokes, appuyant: ta proposition, est aussi d'avis que la question des 
votes cit une question de principe qui doit €tre tranehée avant toute autre. 

Iajoute qu'il lui parait nécessaire de préciser si Yon doit décider par majorité de 
Dekégués ou de Palesances; on bien, néunit les diverses opinions en gronpes, qui aemient 
éparément xournis & Veppréciation des Etats, : 

TOM. Romeeu vole A nposblitd de voter par tha, quelque soit le vote, ea Vinggatire 
de In reprsentation des Etats, Quand d'sa portée mime, ih est da mene avis que M. le 
Délégud d'Allomagne, ot ervit qu'il serw nécemaire d'indiquer toujours les groupes par 
tuajorité et par minorité i en 

de Kosje ext d'svs qu, hleant de coté Yn conchsioes Saxe a Connsition 


Sarrbtera quant au mode da vote final, il eroit néceanire de immédiatement ba 
tmanidre de procéder pour les déibérations internes de ln Commission. 
iia aot avs que ces quetons oe sornt tre Once autrenent qoe par 


M. Gi 
a de K fe Pui 

M, de Koxjek voter par Puissance. x 

Mealours lon Dilegute de Belg, de Grice, de Rumic ot do Turquie demandent le 
‘Vote immédiat sur ce point, % 

Jus Commiaion gonsltée parle Président décide que, pour le rglemeotiattieu, le 
vote aura Siew par Puimance, 

‘Sur In demande de plusieurs Commissaires, le seerétaire donne lecture de la ste 
des Membres de la Commission, actuellement & Constantinople, annexée au présent 
procts-verbal, et 1a Commission ¢ajourne A Mereredi, le 8 Octobre, pour la discussion 
du réglement. 

Ln séance ext levde & 4 heures. 


Le Secrétuire, 
(Signé)— Cakurnsponr. 
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Annexe au Procts-Verbal No, 1, 


Liste de MM. les Déléguts & ta Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage 


Allemagne— 
M: Gilet, Consul 3 Constantinople, 
Autriche-Hongrie— 
M. le Chevalicr de Kosjek, Conseiller do Ldgation de Su Majesté- Immpéviale et 
Royale Apostolique, Premior Drogman de I'Ambassnde d'Autriche-Hongrie, 
M, Zamora, Inspecteur Nautique da Gouvernement de Trieste 
M. Nicoliel, Agent Général da Lloyd Austro-Hongroia. 
Beigique— 
M. Caznille Janssen, Consul & Constantinople. 
Bepagoc— 
Don Angel Ruata, Seerétaire de Légntion, 
Don Joaquin Togores, Inspecteur du Génie Naval, 
France— 
Mle Baron d’ Avil, Consul-Gfoéral, Délgué & ta Comsinion Kuropéenne da 
be, 
M. Rumeau, Lospoctour-Général des Ponts ot Chaussées, 
Grande Bretagne— 
M: le Colonel Stoker, da Corps dus Génie, Compagnon de l'Ordre du Bain. 
Sir Philip Francis, Chevalier, Consul-Géaéral de Sa Majesté Britannique, et 
Juge de la Cour Supréme da Levant, 
Grtee— 
M. Anargyros, Capitaine de Port, 
ealie— 
M-le Choator Coa, Premier ‘Seortaio ot Changs stat 
M. le Commandeur F, Mattei, Inspecteur-Général du Genie Naval, 
M, le Chevalier Veraont, Premier Drogton de Légation Royule 
Pays-Bas— 
Mle Chevalier Jatisen, Capitaine dle Vaissean, 
M. Keun, Consciller de’ Légntion, 
Russom 
Mle Baron de Steiger, Agent Principal de la Compagnie du Commorce ot 
Navigotion d'Odera, 
M. lo Colovel Korehikotf, du Génio Naval, 
Sudde et Norma 
Mle Chevalier do Heidenstamm, Chancetiee do la Lagatag & Constantinople 
‘Turquie— 
‘Son Excellence Ealhem Pacha, Anciew Ministry, 
Son Exoellence Salih Pacha, Prot du Port de Constantinople. 


de 


AM. de Lenveps d s0n Excellence Nubar Pacha, 

M. le Ministre, P 

JE viens de reeevoir la lettee que vateo Excellence m's fit 
fe 6 Aodt par ordre do Son Altesse le i magaait tn traduction dex 
instructions viirellesexprimant opinion de la Porte relativement au aystémo de opatee 
devant servie de base & la perception de Ia taxe suf tes uavites traversant te Canal de Ben, 
Je m'eaupresse d'y réponcre, 

Ta Sublime Porte ayant recoata que me VArtiele 17 de I'Acte de Concession du 
5 Janvier, 1856, la Compagnie du Canal de Suee était fondde A yercevuic son drolt ty 
Fareaae  ruison de 10 francs par tonne de capaité uilieable des naviom, at que los nutene 
Pal Aces de Concession n‘avaieat cu nullement en vue le papers de bond de telle on sure 
Piuissance, la Compagnie de Suez se déslare satiafale ot ne peat que rendre te Seal 
‘Tesbrit de justice et de loyauté qui m dieté Titerprétation des Gonullery de. Se Majest 
Impei le Sohn. 

+ era uissances qui ont réclamé aupris de In Sublime Porte me sont pas satis 

de leur e044 In Compagnie de Suez, sans Your reconnatiee le drole de Speoe: bo conan 


Fan par Matra passé en debors de Tour interveotion e We lour autor, wt por, 
2 aC 


46 16 Aodt, 1873, 
eur de mndresser 











ment que dans M'intérét do In vérité universelle du tonnage et sous un point de vue 
Micotidque Sashte géacrale, elle cherchent A Sentendre entre elles daae Je bat ve 
détertinoroffcellement pour tous les pavillons un tonnage éeal equitable et reek 

‘Creat ce que in Compagnie de Sues avait dg fait pour elle-méme par sa. décision 
Iégale du 4 Mars, 1872, en cooformité des terines formes de son Acte de Concession. 

Sur le rapport dune Cowmiaion composée amirmur,dingéniears de bats fonction 
naires du Gouvernement Frangais, tous éteangers & l'Administration de Canal, elle avait 
adopté le syatéme Moorsom, lequel n'est qu’un procédé de mesurage, et avait déteraiiné, 
au moyen de ce spstéme, le net tonnage, cest-dire la capacitéutiisable des navires. 

Il est important de faire observer que le net tonnage employé par la Commie de 
Suen et encore nu-desous de lacapacitéielle de earpivon que lee navires ont soneptibes 
de porter dins des conditions nor aise 


FERD. DE LESSEPS. 


Tnelosure 2 
Comission Internationele povr le Tonnage. 


Procte-Verbal No. 2-—Séunee du 8 Octobre, 1873. 


Présidence de son Excellence Bowes Pacis 
Présents 


Pour IAllemagno— 
M. Gillet, 

Pour 'Autriehe-Tongrie—_ 
M. le Chevalier de Koajek. 
M. Nicolieh. 

Pour ta Belgiqao— 
‘M. Camille Janssen. 

Pout 1 Espagne— 

Dou Angel Roata. 
Don Joaquin Togores 

Pour Ia Franco 

J. le Baron d’Avril. 

M. Rameau, 

Pour ta Grande Bretagne— 
M, le Colonel Stokes, 
Sir Philip Francie, 


Pour la Grice— 
M. Auargyros. 
Poue Mtalie— 
M, le Commandeur Mattei, 
M: le Chovaliee Vernon. 
Pour los Pays Bas— 
M. le Chevalier Jansen, 
M. Keun. 
Poar la Russie— 
‘M. le Baroa de Steiger. 
M: le Colonel Korebikodl 
Sudde ot la Noresge— 
pe ie Gheraler de Heldeostam. 
ari 
Pear ton Bivelivace Falhem Pacha. 
Bon Excellence Salih Pacha. 
de In ance précédente est lu et adopté % 
aE reteetie cena ser rt 
MM. les Délégués de la Grande Bretagne, 


LArticle 1, modifié par un amendement de M. Jansen (Pays-Bas), est udopté par la 
Commission. 

Aprés une discussion a laguclle preanent part plusieurs cotmnissuires & Voceasion de 
VAnticle 2, la teneur de eet Article est modifige ainsi quil suit -— 

Les Mereredis et les Samedis (& midi) sont fixes pour les séancen do. In Commission, 

“En cas de modification, le Président prévient chaque délégué de Ia Com 
écrit, au moins viogt-quatre heures avant lheure indiquée.” 

‘Le second paragraphe de I'Article 2 forme l'Article 3, Le nun do leurs 
délégnés au moins” sont ajoutés aprés le mot “représentés” et les mots: “au lendomain” 
sont suppeinnés. 

4M. Rameau trouve 'Article 3 da projet inutile; uvnis, Sant rallié A Vamendement 
préseuté par M. Jansen (Pays-Bas), MM. do Steiger et do Kosjek y ayant également 
sidhéré, ct apris constatation falte que In Commission a la ooulté de réglor ses travaux, un 

aadditionnel présenté par M. le Premier Dildgud dea Pays-llas, ninsi conga, cat 


* Article 4. Le Président propose et Ia Commission fixe d'avance Vordre du jour de 
168 séances.” 

Les mots: “Article 5 ci-aprés” sont remplucés par *ondro du jour” dans M'Article 3 
de Hancien projet qui devient Article 5, 

LArticle 4 donne liew tine discussion & laquelle prennent part MM. do Steigor, le 
Konjok, Ramen qui demandent une liberté entidre dans lo droit de MM. les Deleuds & 
Beets Ja parole pendant les débats, et MM le Colonel Stokes, Anirgytos, Jansen, 

fogores, Keun, Sallh Pacha, de Heidenstamen qui déairent voir poser certaines Tinites 
cette liber 

AM. de Kogjek propose tn suppression entidre de I'Artiele 4 

Des amendements sat cet Article apant €i égeleinent priweatix par M. Anargyros ot 
M, Jansen, Ia Commaleslon décide, sue ta ition do M. Gillet, que le vote concornant 
| proposition da M. le Délégos d’Autriche-Hongrie aura la priotité, 

Cette proposition mixe aux voix par M. le Président obticnt ta majorité, ot PArticlo 4 
ost supprimé, 

M, le Président wet eux voix Vamondement de M. le Déldgué do Grice ainsi 
‘eon — 

Chaque membre aura le droit de parler deux fois. Pour accorder In parole une 
troisitme fois, le Président prend l'assentiment de TAwsembl 

La Commission a’adopte pas. Avant de procéder av vote Famondement de M, Jansen 
ainsi conga s— 

“Un membre ne pourmn parler pour Ia seconde fois avant que toutes lov Pulssnces 
W'sient ou la faculté dexprimer leur opinion, 

“Personne ne pourra parler pour Ia troisidme fois sans ta permision do tw Com 
mission 

M. le Baron dArvil, en. Voppuyunt, €met Vavis que to Président pourrait: s'adresser 

jccessivement & chaque Ktat pour demander son opinion, ow bien, interroger alteruatives 
went sa droite et & sa gouche, 
I. le Premicr Dildgué des PaysBas yeucherait platit vers un changement do suite 
daos Yor alphabétique. 

M, Gillet ayant demandé Je partage des deux alinéas de Vamondement de M. Jansen, 
M. le Président met aux voix lo premier alinés qui obticnt Mananigité dos suffices de 
MM. les Délégues. 

‘A la suite de ee vote M. le Premi 
MArticle 6 da projet rédigé de Ia toaniére suivante : 

“Un membre ne pourra parler pour la seconde fois avant que toutes les Puissances 
S'aient eu ta faculté d'exprimer lear opittion.” 

La Commission n'ayant pa adbéeé & la proposition de M. Annrzyros, d’aprés {aquelle 
MM. les Déiégués prendraient Ia parole suivant lour ondre «inscription, et M. lo. Baron 
Avril ayant objecté Vinutilité de Article % de Vancient projet, une proposition de 
-M, Rumeay obtient Nananianité des votes, i WAreile 7 ancien 5) est ait nd 

 Aucan membre ¢ pourra prendre In parole sins en avcir obtents la permission du 
Président nee : 

La. Commission donne son assentiment aux modifications propasées au premicr alinga 
= Vencien Article 6, par MM. Gillet et de Kosjek, et le nouvel Article $ ext concu en oes 
es — 
Atlicle 8. Le Présideut déclare In discussion d'une question lose aussiuit qu'il aura 
constaté = eon ne demande plus la parole.” f 
AML de Heidenstamm attire Vattention do 1x Commission sur les inconvéaieuts qui 


\Gerlandais retire te second alinga J 
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résalterment pour les Puissances qui he sont représentées que par un eeul Délégué, 
Tapplcation stele da second ainda de TAricle en discussion. Mle Deégud de Sade. 
y rerait savoir si, en cas d'empéchement, par force majeure, d'assister aux 
séonces, ces délégués ne pourraient, pus se fare représenter. 

MM. le Prévident suspend la discussion pour donner communication & ty Commission 
d'un message qui lui parvient A Vinstant méme de Ia part de son Excellence Rachid Pacha, 
Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres, congu én ces teranes— 

“Nous avons place 400s fes yeux du Sultan. te vote par lequel la Commission Lnter- 
nationale pour le tonnage 0 félicté Sa Majesté i Toceasion de Yaniversaire de sa saissance. 

“Touché de cette marjue de wympathie spontance notre Auguste Malte » dnigné 
accucillir avec une profonde mtixhetion la déworche pleine de déBeatese de la 
Commission. 

‘Sa Majestd vous charge d'Mtre auprés do MM. lea Diélégués, vos honorables collézaes, 
Vinterpréte de nex sentimenta, et de leur dire en méme temps qu'elle suit avee une solic. 
tude particulidee lours travaux, ct qu'elle fait des varux pour "houreux accomplissement de 





Ia thche qui leur ext dévolne.” 
De vives marques de aati 


neeueillent cette communication, 


M. le Président ouvre de nouveau la discossion sur le second slinéa de PAsticle 8 da 


iglement. 


M, Rumenu propose d'en exclure les e1s ie force majeure 
M. Jonsen dit que les Gouvernements respcetify devmient parer A Vinconvénient 
signalé par M. Heidenstar, en désignant deux délégués wu lieu d'un seul. 


AM. Mattei trouve Ia proposition en contendietion avee la 


0 du riglement 


rolative A la préence dex doux tices des délégués déclants necéssaires pour In diseussion. 


‘AM. Janssen (Belgique) trouve dh 


‘mot “ tate,” qu'on a youl substi- 


tuer au mot membres," et propove lo rétablinsement 


M. de Korjeh admet que te dig 
Président. 


sent pourra toujours s'adresser par éerit au 


1M, fe Colonet Stokes fait observer quo les votes de la Commission n'étant pas absotos, 


‘ayant plutot ta nature de recommandat 


i lui paralt qu'un membre absent ne 


roi ny 
rerait pas exposé Ade grands démvantages. parceqiil pourrait toujours donner son adbésion 
i Fopioton exprimée par (uno ou Mautre des fractions de la Coraminsion. 

'M. Anaryyros appuie ln proposition de M. de Heideastarnm, et trouve Wgitims le droit 


be so faire roprsenter, 


‘yjoornoment do ia discussion ayant été dlemandé, M. Je Président en remet In 


continuation & Samedi, 11 Octobre, i midi. 
La wance ext levée A quatre heures 


Le Seerstaire, 
(Sign) Canarufovony, 


Annexe an Procts-Verbal No, 2. 


Teste défnitivement adopté. 


Article 1, Le Président dirige los diveus- 
sions conformément aux prescriptions xéné 
rales arrétéew ci-aprin. 

En cas d'absence du Président, lea délégués 
prévetts nomtneroat un Priaident a hoe. 

Art. 2. Lot Mereredis et lex Samedis (i 
wid) sont fixés pour lee séances de In Corn 
ision. 

En eas de motitfeation, le Président 
pévient chaque délégué de ia Commission, 
par éorit, ou moins vingtquatre heures avant 
heute iadiqués. ‘ 

Art. 3. Aussitét que les deux” tiers des 
Gouvernements ront représentés par un de 
ours délégueés, mu moins, Ia aéanice sera 
déclarée ouverte par le’ Président sans 


Le Priicent, 
(Signé) EDAEM 


Projet de Raglement Intériew: 


Article 1. Le Président rigle los discus. 


sions en se tenant aux preseriptions générales 
arrdtéen ci-apres. 


Am. 2. Le Président provient chaque 
membro de la Commission par écrit nu 
moins vingt-quatre heures avant Vheure 
indiquée de chaque séance de le Commis 

joo, auf le cas de 'ajournement d'une 
séaoce privue par VArticle 4 ci-dessous, 

Jarntamce suivante est fixée. 

Avssitht que les deux tiers des Gouyerne- 
ments sont représentés, Ja wéance sent 
déclarée converte par le Président san 
aattendse les absents. Si lee deux tiers n 


3iT 


Teste définitivement adopt 


attendro les absents. Si les deux tiers ne 
se présentent pas dans le OGlai d'une demie 
eure, a partir de celle fixée pour Ia séance, 
Je Président ajourne. 
Art. 4. Le Président. propose et la Com- 
injasion fixe d’avance Fordre du jour de ees 
La discussion des questions serm 
ouverte conformément ordre du jour. 8i 
clic n’est_ pas terminge dans une séance, elle 
fern reprise dans la séance suivante, et mime 


‘Un membre ne pourra parler 
pour ia seconde fois avant que toutes les 
Puinmances niaient eu la faculté d'exprimer 
Jour opinion. 


Art, 7. Aucuo inembrene pourra prendre 
Ja parole sans en avoir obtena la permission 
da Président. 
Art. 8. Le Président déclare a discussion 
ne question close, aussitét qu'il aura con- 
staté que personne no demande plus ta 
arole, 


Projet de Réglement Interieur. 


se présentont pas dans le délai d'une demio 
hheure partir de celle fixée pour la séance, 
Ie Président Vajourne au Jendemain. 


‘Art. 3. La discussion des questions ser 
ouverte conformément i I'Article 5 ci-aprés. 
Si ello n'est pas terminge dans une séance, 
lle sera raprino dans la séance suivante, et 
inde plasteure fois, 

Art. 4. Chaque membre aura Je droit de 
parler une fois dns 1a disoussion de chaque 
{Queation soumise & examen do la Commis 
sion. 

TI est, cependant, permis d'adresser des 
questions on de donner des explicat 
Dréves pendant lor discussions 

‘Art. 5, Si doux ou plusiours membres 
demande i fi parole Print 
sigoifio & qui elle appartiont. 

HEA, 6. Le Prégitent claro tn discussion 
une question cloe, uumitdt que los 
membros privents ont parl 

Les membres absonts ne peuvent pas 
révlamer lo droit de parler aprés Ia cloture 
ane discunsion, 

(a discussion.) 
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Toolosure 3 in No. $18, 


Commission Internationale pour te Tonnage. 


Procis-Verbal No. S,— 8éance du 3 Sax" 1878 (19 Chaban, 1290) 
Présidence de son Excellence Eowxat Pacua. 


Privents: 


Pour YAllemagne— 
M. Gillet, 


Foor tAsbiahe Blea 
M- le Chevalier de Rojek 
M. Zamora, ae 
Poor la Belgique— 

M. Camille Janssen. 
Pour 1'Bxpagne— 

Don Angel Ruata, 

Don Jonquin Togores. 


Pour In Fiance 
M. te Baron d*Avril. 
M, Rameau. 


Pout la Grande Bretagne— 
Mule Colonel Stokes. 
Sit Philip Francis, 
Pour In Grtce— 
M. Anargyros 


Pour IItalio— 
M. le Comtanieur Matte, 
M. le Chevalier Vernoni. 


Pour les Pays-Bas— 
M le Chevalier Jansen. 
M. Keun. 


Pour tn Russlo— 
M. le Baron de Steiger 
M. le Colonel Korehikot. 


Pour ta Sudde et tn Narvige- 
‘M. le Chevalier de Heidenstarnm. 


Pour ts Turquie— 
Son Excellence Edher Pacha. 
Son Excellence Salih Pacha, 


LE. procts-verbal de la dernitre séance ot 1a et apprours, 
Lax Coromiasion reprecal In discussion da rilement intérieur. 
M. de Heidenstomm propore Vamendement suivant, formant le second alinéa de 
l'Article 8 — 3 
\ Toutefois lorque Vobsence d'un délégud on de tous lex débigués reprswentant un 
Etat, autait ét6 causde par force majeure, celui-ci ou ceux-ci conservent le droit de revenir 
dans use séance subscqoente A In discussion close, pendaat leur absence, mais sealeme 
nut en. prendre connaissance dapriss le Protocole, et ¥ faire invdrer leur opinion, 
‘ocole vera maintenu oavert juqu' ce que cette udbésion soit donnée.” 
M, Rumeow propose le mot “opinion” att lieu da mot “ adhésian, 
cag ptt los observations de MIE Janssen (Belzique), Jansen (Puyy-Has), de Kenjek, ct 
d'Avril, observations nuxqoelies $0 vallie M. de Heideastamm, la Commission décide que, le 
‘car dchéwnt, le Protocole sera imprimé avec In meution quill reste ouvert et la réaction’ de 


amendement de M- le Déligué de Sudle-Norvége cat sauf le dernic e 
Temendement dA e Dilegu6 de Sudle-Norvége et adopt, aut Ve demir paragraph 
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“Le Protocole sera maintenu ouvert jusqu'a ce que ce droit ait 68 exer” 

Son Excellence Edhem Pacha propose la rédaction suivante de Article 9 Caneipn 
Article 7)>— 

“Lg Sccrétaire de Is Commission est teu de préparer le provds-verbal de chaque 
stance. 

 Auusitbt Ia séance ouverte par le Président, Ie Scorétaire donne tecture du proc 
verbal de la stance précédeate, 

™ Apres les rectifications fhites, sil y a lieu, par les membres prévents, te proctx-verbal 
est désinitivement arrété et signé par le Président et le Seerétair 

Le procés-verbal ainsi amrété, ext tivré a Vimpression et le Secritairo remot & ta 
séance suivante des exemplaires imprimés & chacun de MM. les Délégués.” 

M, le Colonel Stoker signale los incouvénients de vette manidre de procéiler en cas de 
discussions techniques et de reetifcations nécesaires. TI préfdrerait. une communication 
peéalab 

A. Gillet appuie sur des difficultds analogues pour lew techinicio 

A. Keun propose que dans ces cas le procty-verbal fit autographié 

La Comminion accepte In réaction proposte par son Execllenco Edhem Pacha avec 
Ja modification suivante, que M. Rumenu a faite nu deenier alinga 

** Bi le procts-verbal do nbreuses observations et Ade trop long 

‘qui meancent d'oceoper tovte ta séance, il est Hivré & Vimpeession. et 60 
ers membres. _ Iéadsption en est reavaxde & la prochuine mane 
place de I'Article 8 da projet, M, Jansen (Pays-Bos) propose un Article addition 
‘pol ainsi congu :— 
Lew resolution ou cooclatoas qu'on sicopose dolyeabttte éeites et roa 
foe mains du Président, avant ou durant La sdance dius laquelte ellos seront 

A, Rameau demande un concert préalable sure le wore de deliberation 
aucune’ proporition ne saurait tre wise aux voix pour revétir In sayetion de la Com 
miaion, 

‘M. Jansen (PaysoBias) objecte que dans co cas, 1a Commission auenit pour but de 
simples conversations ot que les Gouvernements demandent une ion des travaux 

‘Son Keellence Bhem Pacha propose de rnplacer les mots de MArticle 8 du projet 
“et qui wont pas recu une solution dans Je cours des discussions " par los mote "en 
dehors de Fontee du jour.” 

M. Gillet propose d'ajouter comme second alings de VArticle 4, un paragraphe ainsi 
‘cong :— 

“Une proposition de dixetsion faite par un thombre en debors do Vandre du jour, 
devea étre communiquée par érit an Présleot. La Comminion décide si cotte propo- 

a doit étre discutée i ln prochaine séunce ou aprés la fin de Ia discussion doa quostions 
‘qui sont i ordre du jour. 

A. Rumeow Sassocie @ cet anycndement, en ajoutant seulement que ordre du jour ne 
peut &tre change 

M, le Colonel Stokes dit qne sn intention dans "Article en. diseuasion ne concernait 
pas dies questions portées & ordre du jour méme, mais & celul de In séance suivante, La 

“omtnission déciderait seule #i de pareilics questions devraient étre discutées, ou on. It 
irre simplement que Je Cominion ne act paw enpone Ades surat dane 
lixcussion. 

1M. le Baron ile Steiger ext davis que par four Article, MM. los Dékiguéy de la Grande 
Bretagne voudmicot revenie A des questions dja vidées, 

1. le Colonel Stoker constate que c'ent seulemcat de nouveaux éelairciaemeots dont it 
‘voudrait, le eux Gcbéant, sasir Ia Commission, éolairciswements qui pourraient so rattacher 


ident met aux voix Vainondément de M. le Délégué d’Allermagne. Adopts 
iasion, it forme le second alinga de Article 4, Lea deux preiniets parngraplics 
eV'Anticle § du projet sont supprimés. 

‘M, le Prévident wet en dlcunsion Ie dernier paragrapihe de t'Article 8 du projet. 

A. Rameau propose que co paragraphe forme un Artiole séparé. Met davis, qui 
serait pus dquitable h lasser fa Commision bre de douner aux’ délégnds le tempe néces- 
‘aire pour obtenir daus ce cas de nouvelles instructions. En inteedisant tout sjournement, 
la Commission sexposerait pout-étre it interrompre ve Lrwvaax. Il eroit-€n conséquence 

ire Ia suppression de I Article 10, 

M. le Colonel Siokee fait obverver qu'en séparant UArticle 8 original en deux partes, 
on ena dénataré le seas. Cet article « acquis ainsi ane application géacrale, tandis qu'il 
Wavait en Vue quo des cas «péeiaux. 

M. le Colonel Sioker dit aussi qu'il aurait certaincment sjouté quelques mote i cet 
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minnie de Fil ae emotion wate — 
vprciales do Ia part de Pun dos Délégués.. = E a 
serve de U'spprobation de leurs Gouvernements. ; 7 
* Le Protocole restera ouvert pour recevoir lears ob: > 
M. be Baron de Steiger ext davis qu tion. do Tubureee dee Dilan 
wie iciger ext d'avis que In question de Mabsence des Délégués ext déja 
Bn Kogjek crolt qu'il ¥ auruit lieu de prolonger A cot effet, le terme d'ouverture da 
M. Rumeas perviste sur Vajournement, Uidéguant bi z 
cas dinstructions inwudlieantes, de poovoir demander des modificath 43 pais a 


Li propose de 


sous 


ce i 2 aeons ajournée o 
AL Kuneas appuie Vainendement de M. be Delégu d’Ailomagne 
x a Kogiek propose ls suppression de l'Articlo 10. = 
par vie ae Ddlégué d'Antriche-Hongrie. hare 
M. Jansen (Paye-Bas) orait que le cas de 
ea peers no pos avoir des directions de son Gouvernement. a 
Deltona k Gero ee ee 
suepesbins Ba Polsbee ours lc taseien Sor gender eo Oe 
ae gate es means Fuge généralemeot admis partout ca Europe auei en a 
zi me E pe pie dit ‘woe pertout ga Jes questions sont décidées par majorité, t 
ivident ota voix prépondérenle, en cas de parité. Ceci tui porait etre 0 > 
So Tang serra fae a Camino tant ean pie 
seats Elon Peet ee a es 
OL Ronece dural ye ; igi 
M, I rune question. L'Article dont il #'agit n'a pas de port 
wait cont te ane” at A 
ia at we Soegges partage teri do M. le Premier Délégué de Turquie; iI ajoute que 
Shed dees raeen ee ee 
ae et constate que la prépondizence prévidenticlle ne sauralt préjuger le vote pour 
M. le Boron &Aeril eat davis que la pr it fe 
ike pobre 
Praia tte se la 06 ité absolue d'accepter la prépondérance du vote du 
Son Exeeilence Edhen Pacha coustate qu'll ne voudrait en rien 
Cosiaiealan, La rigle observée partont et Pusage tra sitionnel ne R x 5 : 
coon ou a inattaquable et ao-dessus de toute discussion. Re rs 
ve meatier" pe conteste pas le droit invoqué, amis il eroit utile de remettre 


dre de voir de sos 
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M. de Korjek désire 1s mise aux voix de ss proposition. 


M. Gillet sy associe. 


MAL Keum, de Steiger, de Heidenstanm et Rumeds 
et den suspendre le vote jusqu’a In stance 


esprit deteoneifiation, le question telle quelle, 
prochaine. * 


proposent de réserver dans un 


‘Son Excellence Bdhem Packa y ayant consenti, la Commission vote V'ajournement dle 


ta 


Crespin qui acoompag 


discassion. Z 
‘Sur Vinvitation de M. Ye Président, le Seerétaire donne lecture d'une lettre de M. Emile 
1e quelques exemplaires d'an recueil de docaments, relatifs &Tenguéte 


suri question da tonnage, fie par lt Compagnie Universelle du Canal Maritime de ues. 
Conformément au désir exprimé, ces. pidces sont mises & la disposition de MM, les 


Dalegués 
La séance est levée & 4 heures: 


Le Seorétaire, 
(Signé) Canarufonont, 


Le Président, 
(Signé) EDHEM 
& 


“Annexe att Procts-Verbal No. 


Teste défnitivement adopte. 


Article 8, 2 alinda. Les membres absent 
ne peuvent pas niclamer le droit de parler 
pris la eliture d'une discussion. 

‘Toatefois lorsque Tabsence d'un Dagqué 
‘ou do tous les Délégués représeotant an 
Blat, aurait été causce par force majeure, 
celui-ci ou ceux-ci comorvent le droit de 
fevenir dans une séance xubséquente i 1s 
Giseussion clore, pendant leur absence, miait 
seulement pour ex. preadre connaissance, 
Gapria le Protocole et y faire insérer lear 
Opinion. Le Protocole sera maintena 
ouvert juaqu’a ce que ce droit ait éé 

Art. 9, Le Seerétuire de Ja Commission 
ext tena de priparer le procts-verbal de 
chaque séances 

TowaitOt ta aéance ouvert par te Président, 
Je Seerétaire donne lecture du procts-rerbal 
de Ia séanco précédente, 

“Apris les rectifentions faites vil y a Het, 
par les membres. priésznts, le procts-verbal 
Pt débinitiveent arrbté ‘et sigod par Ie 
Président et le Seorétaire 

Le procts-verbal ainsi arrété, ext Tiveé a 
Vimpremion ct le Seorétaire remet, a Ia 
séance suivante des exemplaires impritaés, & 
hacun de MM. fer Déléguée. 

Si le procks-verbal donne Hew % de 
nombreuses observations et 3 de trop 
Tongues rectifications qui menacent docea- 
por toute Ja sdance, il est lived A Tampression 
Et communiqué aux divers membres. 

Tradoption en est reavoyée 4 la prochaine 
séasvce 
nga, Une proposition de 
yar une membre en dehors 
de Vordre do jour, devra étre comauniquée 
par Gort au Président. 

La Commission décide, sl cette proposition 
doit dire diseutée 4 la: prochaine séance 00 
apr’s 1a fin de la diseussion des questions 
aqui soot & Vontre da jour. 


Projet de Raglement Intéricur, 


Article 6, 2 alinga. Las membres absents 
1° peuvent pos réclamer fe droit de parler 
aprds In cldture d'une discussion. 


Ark, 7. Le Secrétalre do In Commission 
‘est tena de propurer ot de fire Imprimer 
{e procés-verbal do In diveussion d'une 
‘question et de In commuriquer eo duplicata 
Hebaque Déegué avant Ia séance sutvante, 
‘afin do le abodifor, wil y a Hew. 

La discussion d'une nouvelle question He 


pourm atte entamée avant quo lo dernier 
Protocole ait dtd ars 


Art. & Si un_Délgqué veut faire des 
propositions & Ia Commission, se rattaches 
ux questions soumises & son examnen et qui 
font. pax reou ame solution dans le cours 
des discussions, it doit présenter au Président 
‘une demande par ent exposant la nature 
de Ia discussion. 

Cette demande crculeee alors par hes 
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Teste deinitivement adopté, Projet de Riglement Intérieer, 
Le membre qui présente Ia demande a le membres de la Commission qui auront & a 
droit douvrir ot de cldre Ia discussion. discuter dans une prochaine séance. 

Le membre qui présente In demande a la 
droit d'ouvrir et de eldre la discussion. 

Une discussion ne pourra étre ajoumnée 
pour cause d’absence d'instructions spéciales 
de In part de Yun des Délézués. : 

(Le dernier paragraphe en discussion. 


Jaclosure 4 in No. 518, 


Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage. 


Procés-Verbat No. 1—Stance du 7; Octobre, 187 {23 Chabar, 1290). 


Prévidence de son Excellonce Eowex Pacts. 


Présoots: 
Pour YAllemagne— 
M. Gills 
Pour \"Anteiche-Hongrie— 
M, le Chevalier de Koxjek 
M. Zamarn, 
M. Nicolich. 
Pour Ja Belgique— 
M, Curnille Janeen, 
Pour I'Eapagne— 
Don Angol Ruata, 
Don Joaquin Togores. 
ir In France: 
M. te Baron d’Aveil. 
M. Rumeno. 
Pour a Grande Brotagno— 
M. le Colonel Stokes, 
ir Philip Francis. 
Pour Ia Grtce— 
M. Anargyros. 
Pour I'ftalio— 
M, le Commandeur Mattei, 
M; le Chevalier Vernoni. 
Pour le Pa 
M, le Chevalier Jansen, 
M. Kean. 
Pout In Russio— 
M. le Baron de Steiger. 
M. lo Colonel Korchikof 
Pour lo Suade et Ia Norvé 
M. le Chevalier de Heidenstamm, 
Pour la Turquie— 
Son Excellence Kahem Pacha. 
Son Exeellonce Salih Pacha, 


EN ouvmnt tn séance M. le Président présente & ln Commission M. Hergres 
Scoritairo de tn. Dépatation pour Ye Commerce et In Navigntion de ly Vale Tae 
Hanséntique de Hambourg, nommé second Dvlégué W'Allemnene, 
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Son Becelleace Bahem Pacha propose d'unir dorénavant en tite des procts-verbaux de 
la Commission la date da vieux style et la date do I'Hégire, 

La Commission accepte avee empressement. 

Sor Vinvitation de M, le Président, le Secrétaire donne lecture d'ane lettre datée de 
la Chénaie, le 9 Septembre, 1873, ef adressée par M. Ferdinand de Lestopa i son 
Excellence Nubar Pacha. Les documents qui accompagnent cette lottre sont mis Ala 
disposition de MM. les Délégués. 

M- le Président donne immédiatement aprés Ia parole au Seorétaire poor la lecture du 
procis-verbal de la Séance préctdente qui est lu et approuvé. 

La Commission reprend la discussion un point od elle avait 6 interrowmpuc. 

M, de Heidenstamn énct le désir de voir comblee Ia lncune da manque de d 
dans oe riglement pour le vote préxidentiel. 

Ii propose, en conséquence, de décider fe principe de la prépondénince du vote da 
Président en cas de partage des voix, avee Ia seule limite, que tn décision wwurnit. pas 
dioffet rétronctif. 

MM, Gillet, Janssen (Belgique), de Kosjek Sasocient & tn proposition de M. le 
Dalégué de Sudde-Norvége. 

‘AM. Kumeau y alhére également aprés que MM. de Heldenstamm et le Colonel Stokes 
cont déclaré que In proposition faite conceroait seulement les questions d'ordre intérieur. 

La Commission décide A Cunaninité qu’s Tavenir le vote du Prisident décidera do ta 

1, om cave do partage dex voix. 

M. le Colonel Stokes dit que lo vote qui vient d'tre és n'ayant pas delfet rétronetif, 
Ia question qui avait donné liex & cette discussion incidentelle restalt sans solution, Th 
ropes, par conséquent, de la remettre sous discussion par Ia rédaction suivante de 
Article en suspen — 

“Si un Dildgud nest pas muni d'insteuetions pour to cax xpécial, ta Commission ost 
libre de continucr In discussion en révervant dans co dernier eax au dit’ Délégué la fhculté 
do comigner aur Protocole, tea ouvert, los observations qu'il jugera. nécessaire do faire, 
tprés avoir entendy son Gouvernement. 

‘M. Keun propos de mettre: “aptis avoir consulté son Gouvernement” au ‘lieu 
a “entend 

M. Ruata propose W'ajouter ait mot * continuer" les mots ov ajourne 

1a Comiision accepte i 'unanimité In nouvelle ridaction de M. le Colonel Stokes 
aayee lea deux changements cious et le paragraphe votd ext incorpord coma dernier 
alingn i I'Article 4. 

La Commission aborde la discussion de I'Article 10 propoxé par M. Jansets (Pays+Das) 
¢ ainsi congu :-— 

“Los rigolutions ou conclusions qu'on propose doivent étre éerites et 
Jes maine du Président avant oa dursot Ia séance dans laquelle el 

M. le Baron de Steiger est avis que ce point devrait étre di 
que lo vote géasral. 

‘M. Janzen (Pays-Bas) dit que I'Articlo additionnel propoxé » pour but de formuler pat 
écrit Io résultat d'une discussion queleonque. 

‘M. le Colonet Stokes appaie ta proposition et wumet & Nacceptation de la Commission 

te modifié de Article, ainsd cong -— 

*8i pendaot une daca, un Delégud. désie former lex conclusions auxquelog an 
‘ou plasievra membres soot arrivéa eur In matidre on discussion, il lox xoumnet au Président 
soit avant soit durant une séance, par écrit, avec la demande que la Commision exprime 
‘400 opinion Mideswus.” 

"UT: Rumeas partage le point de vue de M. Ne Baron de Steiger. "Il exoit le prootl 
dangereux de termince les discussions par des résolutions uniques et ramener lex opinions & 
‘une seule formule. 

Tne sait pas si les opinions seront amex tranchées pour xe rallier & Topinion qui a 

wma prévaloirs co serait obliger lea mninorités & étro condamnées de plano A une opinion, 
I erolt prifiérable de permettre A toutes les opinions de se produire et de les conslgnor au 
Procts-verbal, en Inissant les Gouvernemeots libres de les accopter 

M. le Baron de Steiger attive Vattention de tn Commission aur Jes lenteurs « 
révulteraient, sil fallait voter cing ou six résolutions & Ia fois. I privoit des ditficultés 
Pout lo Président ot prétérerait une discussion dle vive voix. 
| -Mc Jansen (Pays-Bas) fait observer que la tendance de 'Artiel= propost n'a yas été 
bien satis, 

Loin d'étre une formule & Inquelle tous les membres pourraicnt adhérer, elle avait 
surtout pour but de garantir un vote i la minorité. Tant opinion de Ia minorité que calla 
de la majorité seraient ginsi consignées dans le procts-verbal. 
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M. Gillet trouve que es serait une diffieulté de plas & sjouter sux travaux de la 
Comtnission, sion voulait pendant les débats toujours préciser par écrit les résolutions, 
Le Prisident aurait toujours Ia faculié de la demander, si Je jugeait nécessaire, 

AM. de Heidenstomm appuie Ia proposition de M. le Premier Délégué des Pays-Bas, en 
constatent que la minorité devait aussi émettre son vote. I ne voit pas des dilliculten 
pour In préentation par écrit de formules autour desquelles on se groupers. 

Af, Rumeow voit dans \'Article proposé une contradiction avee Ia liberté des discussions, 

M. le Baron de Steiger est avis quo la proposition de M. Jansen (Pays-Bas) doit tre 
subordonnée ou vote de fond, Si ces votes se font par majorité, alors seulement les 
ininoritis pourrsient révendiquer le droit de consigner leurs opinions au procts-vertel 
Dans lo eas 00 on voterait par groupes, cette proposition est décidée d'avanee, 

M. Jensen (PaysBas) ayant adhéré In nédaction de M, le Colonel Stokes, cette 
dere eat opto pa la Comminion ot forme FA 10. 

Son Eucellenee Edhem Pacha propose et In Commission accept ta ridsotion 
suivante de l'Article 11 (ancien Article 9) — 

“ Lorsque la Commission veut entendro les observations des tiers sur lex différents points 
soumis i son examen, elles seront consignées dans to Protooole sous forme d’annexe. 

© Lex questions que les membres voulent poser aux tiers seront jolutes, avec leurs 
iponses, i octte annene. 

"Lax membros dela Commission ne peuvent délibérer sur te sojet quiaprés que Ix 
Petvonne qui wutn été entendue e rcru ritine.” 

AM, Jansen (Pays-Has) soumet A Hucceptation de Ja Commission un Article 12 ainsi 
conga :— 

“La Commission votern par majorité et par Puisance, c'ostndire que ehaque 
Puimance waura qu'un seul Yote pour cc qui concerne lex questions de forme et d'onire 
intériene. 

* En cas de parité de vols, te vote duu Président décid, alors, de ke majorité, 

“Mais pour lev résolutions ou conclusions i prendre, le vote de chaque membre de 
chaque Puismance sora coostaté, pour faire connaitre par quel vote lew résolations og 

conclusions ont été approurdes ou désapprouvécs, 

M. Jansorn (Belgique) demande i chaque membre wura le droit de voter pour lex 
questions de food. 

AM Janeen (Paye-Bas) réplique que le prosiwverbat consaters Ie vote de chaque 
membre, 

M, de Korjeh considire ext Article comme le plus important dv riyglement. Hl 
faudrait separor clnivement Ia forme de ta mati’re, Le but principal doit ere 
darriver & de conclusions pratiques. Le partare dex voix eat pomible et danx lo oas 
do démecord, Ix Commission et son Président devraient avoie pour tiche, & Tavis de 
M, le Premier Délégué W'Autriche-Hongrie, de faire tout leur possible ala d'arriver & une 

norité, méme inflme. Tl-a tout liew de supposer que MM. low Déligués dex Puissances 
sont animé dea mémes sentiments de justice et d'équité qui guideront les Coumissaires 
Austro-Hongrois, conformément leurs instructions. I} crolt qu'une entente next pax 
seulement pouible, mais inéme probable, ct il propose en conaduenico de voter toujours par 
Puissance, pour qu'on pulses se fhire une idée de V'opinion do ta Commission elle-tnéun 

M. le Colonel Stokes dit. que quand aux yuestious de fond, ik peéférerait la réunion par 
groupes dex Puissances,alnsl qu'il I's esquissé i Ia premidre néance de la Commission. 
Poladlal: Rumann, Jansen (PaytBes) et Toyorer oppuient tx propintion de voter per 

Pulssance. 

M. le Baron of Avril préférernit le vote par membres, deux DéKguée pouvant slifférer 
aria aur des questions techniques. 

M, le Baron de Steiger dit que dane co cas lox deux Déléguis du mime Etat ve 
‘rouveraient dans des groupes different 

M. le Président moet aux voix si Von doit voter poor les questions de fond par Puissance 
‘ou par Dilégu, 

La Commission décide que fe vote aura lieu par Puisance. 

M. Jansen (Pays: Bas) aynnt retiré le derniet paregraphe de !'Article 12, la Commission 
voto lew des premiors alingas de oct Articles 

Un nouvel Article 13 est présenté par M. Te Colovel Stokes dana lee termes 
sulvaats:— 

Pour lex questions de fond on voter par Posaance. 

™ Leen diverses opinions sont réinies en groupes pour &re recommcndées dans lour 
ccoyemble & Pappréciutlon des Gouvernements respectits, 

3M. Gitiet conaidére le bot principal de ln Coramission, uo Les groupes ne 
sout pas le but prvpondérant. Ce n'est quien cas de manque dunanimité quil faudealt 


¥ avolt vecours 
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| de Heidenstemes présente Vamendement suivant -— a 
Saar ee ere de find, lorsque la Commission ne réussit pas hye prononoer 
pour ube seule opluionelairemeat formule le vote ser dooné par groupes opinion. 
Med Renee propose Famendemeat suivant =— ie 
ane aa eee n'y. wurait, pas ‘opinion wnanizoe h constater, les ‘onetsin 
fbn Sone parenaéen par Ue snajontéabolae ou relative des Puimsnoes, Les 
tablet nin Ue anronk pas parting opinion ase par Ta majoié sero inser 
er Fanes ou pa Puleance as Ve prts-verba a 
bales Se nccapte Tamscadomeat de M. le Premier Daegué d'Autriche- 
Mongsi. 
“A. de Kasjrk fait observer que 


ixcussion, Jor G, par tajorité abwolve, ‘ 
dina n't, Horn teri ct. Remeox préférct ta waactiog de M, te Délizué de Subte- 
Norvége.” Tie discat que le but est darrivor & un wecord et non h une waajorte. ; 
OM Oitet ext Tae srl deen eu es de edatiog, i oe Ye sone 
i ann celle de Ml, de Kosjek, qu’ approuve, le nom de majorité, 
Proc erticuromm en cexpront te réaction de Mle Premier Deigué dAutriche= 
Hongri, serait dispow  ajouter A la sienne Tex mote: alia. de constater, ily aliew, In 
maj rele pu de nore 

‘MY, Rumeew dit qo'l n'y a prs de majorité relative, on 

Tavon de Steiger njoute que ke procteverbal constate les differenten opi 
Me re mid ou smcodenent en ive aration prong par 


ode Re ox lexeprond pou le comp de la France, ot demande In pert 


AF re iutnen iter demande de. voter séparément. Ia deraitte phase sjoutie par 
M. de Heidenstaram. - 
LM. Te Haron de Steiger appuie tn division. ae 
WAM. te Colona! Stoker, de Hidenstimm, Anargyroe»'y Op? 
AM: te President wet inom dude 90 Vos 
omnis ‘pronaince contre tn divisor ’ 
Lace te dealer du raglement ext mis nox vuix et votd pat a Comminion, dans 
Ja temar proponte par Mt. de Kos, 8 laquelle adhérent: également MM. la Delégues de 
a Grande Bretagne. s 
3." Pour Tes questions de foad on votern par Piinaance — 
aac con on ile’ aurait par dopiaion unsnime  constater, le conctosions 
aablirent lev opinions partagéen. pila majorilé nbsoloe ou relative de Pulasnoer. 
ics oles dea Plvamces qui Maivont as partagé Vopinion és par ln majonts 
ae pee ott par Puimance dans le proctsverbal.” : 
ton in ce Eahes Poche propore de fixer comine ordre dx jour de In. prochaine 
dance, In queation générale da tonnage. 
Te La tonnage brot, et 


SF ee inerver que Vordre de prionté des travaux. de Ia Commisslon est 


Gon de Vordre du jour au eowimencement 

secinpartauts et ll propose de remettce la discussion de Yordre du jour au co 

Tea ndance prochaine le terops matériel tanquant pour une discussion me 

Wie Calaael Stokes appute ln. proposition présidentille, ct at rerorqucr que lor at 

adecuteY Article dda régiswent, on sa pas voulansrtter un ure de trnenus wins) ga 11 
cad vars. Il efit par eounéquent devoir insist sur Vobseration do Art 


In Commission devrait coustater le nfaultat de toute 
‘oti par majorité relative 


Quester amaou eroit qui fudevit pluttt commencer par fox qvetions concernant le 
Canal de Snex. i 
M. le Daron de Steiger partnge Vavis de M. Rormeaw. : : 
si naien (Pays Tas), Togoree, Stokes, de Heidenstamm dimettent Tavis que la 
don da RY at are a priori, et constatent fe droit do. Président: de propor 


oestion do ton 
ir diaprds [Article 4 dh lement.. F, e . 
Boats ta ear re ae ear Lem ext clairement indiqade par les nstrctions 


M. de Heidenramen 2 

legudés Ottomans. 

grat ny en opinion de M. de Lessep lulinéme, dans si 

Aettre dont ila €6 donné communication au commencenment de Wi séanees 
“A Vavis de M. te Barun de Steiger, Vunifioation du tonnage présuppare 


Fae ia ane dari aue lx dicossion des afiires du Canal de Sues, arant toute autre, 
ait ine pra marche Nserne & rate de la question. we 
23 
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‘Son Bzcellence Hithem Pacha croit que Vhistoire de Vaffsire montre clairement que J 
question du tonnage doit avoir Ia priorite. 


1M. Jansen (Pays-Bas), Stoker ct de Heidenstamm se rangent du cOté de Vinterprétation 
do M. lo Président, 
M. le Baran dAcrit est d'un avis contraire. 
ML, le Prévident demande ai on necepte Vordre du jour propose. 
Vado nes umeam desire éablic que la Commission risjuerait dldterniser ses travaus ai elle 
iadoptait. 


Les ffires du, Canal de Sues ayant été la cause premitre de In Commission, leur 
réglement devrait primer tout, 


as7 . 


Teste défniticement adopte. 


personne qui aura été entendue se sera 
retinée, 


12. La Comission votera por 
majorité et par Paissance, c'est-iudire que 


Projet de Raglement Intérieur 


personnes qu'il juge compétentes de donner 
Acs cluireseemente sur les. sujet on dis 
sion qai ne peuvent ero objet de déli 
tion entre los membres de la Commission 
que lorsque la personne qui aura été entenda 
sera retire. 

‘Art, 10, Dans feeas préyu par 1'Article 2 
de Vabsonce du Président, les Délegaés pré- 





unification da tonnuge est une grosse question ; de grandes perturbations seraient 


‘ craindre si ow voulait modifier la jauge ou le tonnage officiel 


My le Baron de Steiger est S'avis que vu Vhoure avancée 


dgjourner Ia discussion, 


M. le Pravident ait obverver qu'il w trouvé, 
Jour est la voie Ia plus logiquo d.sulvre. Il prie 
ce Deligut de Rol 


Droposé par M. le Premier 
Commission avaceepte pas 'sjourn 
La discusion vootinan, 


M. Jensorn (Belgique) trouve la discussion établie sur des basen beaueou 


si la proposition de.son Excellence Edhe 
‘mission, 


M. Togores appoie Galement. 


ment. 


M. Rameau revient sur Ia nécowité de comimencer par le Caaal de Sues 
Colonel Stokes est d'avis que la question générale doit prdeéder toutes lex autres. 
14 Commission consultée, aopte Yordre du jour propose par M. le Prsident 


La ance ext lovde, 


Le Seerdtaire, 
(Signg)— Camarutiopony. 


Le Président, 
(Signé) KOHEM, 


Annexe 1 au Procis-Verbal No, 4. 


Teste defnitivement odopté 


Dorniee nlinda de PArtiole 4. 

Bion Délégué n'est pos muni dinstruc- 
tious pour le ens apécial, la Commission ont 
libee de ootinver ou d'njourner Ia discus 

ion, en révorvant dans ce dernier cam au dit 
Delégus la faculté de consignee au Protocole, 
ten ouvert: le obveratoas ail ogere 
nécessaire de faire, apriy avoie consults xan 
Gonvernement 

Art. 10 (additionnel). Si pendant une 
disenssion un Deldgué die fortuler les 
conclusions aux quelles un ou plasicars 
membres sont arrivés sur Ia matidee em 
discussion, il lex soomet au Président soit 
avant soit Jurant une séance, par éerit, avea 
1 demonde que Ie Commission exprime san 
‘opinion lindessan, 

Art, IL, Longue ta Commission vou 
‘eatoniire lex obvervations des tiers sor les 
diférents polots soumia A eon examen, elles 
seront consiguéea dans le Protocole’ aoux 
forme d'uuinexe. 

Lex questions que lee membres veutent 
Power aux tices seront fointes, wvee leurs 
réponnes, cette annex. 

Los membres de. Ia Commision ne pea 
vent délibérer ue le aujet, qi'apris que la 


Projet de Raglement Interieur, 
Dernice paragraphe de Article 8, 
Une discussion ne pourra étre ajournée i 
cause dabyence dinsiroetions wéciales de la 
part d'on Délégud. 


Art. 9, Loraque la Commision veut 
entendre les observations des tiore sur les 
gifts pointe sous Yur exam, elles 
seront consign le Protocole 
forme annexe. 7 

Les questions que lev membros veulent 
Poser seront jointes, aveo leurs ripanses, A 
cate annexe, 

‘out Délézué aura le droit de proposer i 
ta Commision dieatendre de vive voix lee 


i sernit de Vincéedt général 


pris mire réflexion, que son ordre da 
ln Commission de voter aur Vajourement 


i» plas libres, 
Pacha renconteait Fapprobation de In Com. 


chaque Puissance n’aurk qu'un seul vote seots nommeront un Président ad hoc. 
pour ce qui conceme les questions de forme 
st dordre intérieur 

En cas de parite de voix, fe vote du Pré- 

it décide alors de lan 

Art. 13. Pour les questions de fond on 
votera par Puissance x 

Dans le cos of) il n'y aurait pas dop 
unanime d constater, lea. conclusions 
Tiroat fes oploions partagées par la major 
absolue 00 relative dow Puissacces 

Les votes des Puissnces qui n'auront pas 
partagé Topinion émnise par la majonté, 
seront insérés on par groupes ou par Puis- 
ance dans le procés-verbal, 


Annexe 2 au Procts-Verbal 


Raglement Tntériewe 


Amticle 1. Le Président dirigo Jos discussions conformément aux prescriptions 
rides ccoprts 7 
Hear dabeence Président os DAs priate sommécoat us Président oe 

Art. 2. Les Mercredi et les Samedi (& tii) sont fixes pour les séances do tn 
omni cae modieaton le Prisent privieat chaque DA¥u6 de Is Comlon, par 
ert, au moins 24 heures avant Hieare indiquée. ; 

"Art. 3. Auesitht que les deux tiers des Gouvernements sont repréyentés par un do 
leurs idgus, a toll le sane sern Bécarde ouverte pat le Président sas attendre lon 
absent ‘eax tery ne eo présentent jas dane te Jalal une desoie heure,& partie 

fe finde pour ln sfance, lo Président Fajourn 5 5 
to temas Le Urtident fropoxs et a Commision fixe evancs Torte da jour de son 
wee Toe proposition de discussion faite par un membre en dehors de Vordee du jour, devra 
omraniqaée par éerit au Président. 
tue poral nee aaa ae aca phn we 
ou npiy I fn do a daconion des questions qu sont A Tord du Jour 

Hie mentee qui préeente Tx downande w le droit dowvtie et de ere In discasaon, 

1 un Dale tet pas muntditroctions pour Ie cas pica Ie Commision at 
bro de ootinuer ov dijoarncr la dincuson ex nécevat da ee demier coy aw dit 
Dilégud, la faculté de consignee nu Protocole, tonu ouvert, ter observations qu'il jugora 
Soc gregelpen ete he oa : 

5. La divcnuion des questions wera ouverte conformément A Vordre du jour Si 
eile rest pus trminte dana eve séance, elle aera repeve dons In sGunce suivante, et mde 
stances Wait ev la faculté <'exprimer leur opinion. 

Acie se poner prone a parole pana en avoir oben passion 
RES Le Pedsident cae In coson d'une quetiog ene aust qu aura 

que ne demande plus la parole : 
es eee aaa naatent Pedant de per apes la elitare ae 
be Jonque Fabsence d'un Dédgué on de tous les Délégués représentant un Etat, 
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aurait 646 causée par force majeure, celui-ci ov ceux-ci conservent Ie droit de’ revenir dans 
une séance subséquente & Ia discussion close, pendant leur absence, mais seulement pour en 
prendre connaissance, daprés le Protocole et y faire insérer leur opinion. Le Protocole 
sera maintenu ouvert jusqu'd oe que ce droit ait été exercé, 

Art, 9, La Scerdtairo de la Commission est teuu de préparer le proctt-verbal de 

aque séance, 

Aussitht la sdanco ouverte par fe Président, le Secrétaire donne lecture du procés-verbal 
de ta ance prints 

Apris les rectifications faites x'il_y a liew, par les membres présents, le procts-verbal 
cst dGdaitivement meré etsigné par Te Président cle Seordtair. 

Le procts-verbal ainsi arrité, est livré & Pimpression et le Scorétaire remet a la séance 
suivante des exomplaires imprinnés, & ehacun de MM. les Délécues. 

Si le prootererbal donne liea A de combreuses observations ct & de trop longues 
4vetifiontions qui menscent d'oceuper tonto la afanee, il est lived A Timpreasion et commoni- 
4qné ux divers membren 

adoption en et envosGe bl procaine dan 
An. 10. Si pendant oe discussion un Dékigué disre formuler ex. concloions 


uxquelles un ou plusieurs membres sont arrivés sur In tatidre en discussion, il lex soumet 
au Président soit urant soit durant une sé 


fexprime son opinion Lidessue. 

Art. 11. Loraque la Commission veut entendre lox observations dex tiors sur les 
slifférents points wournie & son examen, elles seront coosignses dans le Protocole sous forme 
noexe. 

Les questions que lex membres veulont power aux tiers seront jointes aveo: leurs 
‘épouses i cette annexe. 

Les membres de Ja Commission no peuvent délibérer sur le sujet qu’aprés que ta 
personne qui aurn été entendue ae sera retinée. 

Art, 12, La Coinmission voters par majorité et par Poisance, c'est-i-dire, que 
«aque Puissance n'sura qu’ua seal vote pour ee qui concerne les questions de forme et 
‘andre Intériene, 

En ons de porité de volx te vote du Prévident décide alors de la majorité 

Art. 13. Pour los questions de foad on votera par Puimance, 

Dans le cas oi it n'y surait pas d’opinion unanime & constater, tes conclusions 
‘tabliront les opinions partagéos par In majorité absolue ow relative des Puissonces, 

Tees votes dos Pulwances qui n’ontont pos partagé opinion éroien par la majorité, 
seront insdrén ou par groupes ou par Puissance dans le provés-verbal, 


nee, pa Gert, avec la demande que ta Commission 


No. 510, 
Colonel Sloker and Sir P. Francia to Earl Granville —(Received October 28.) 


(No.9. Contidentin.) 
My Lord, Thevopia, October 20, 187: 
WE have the honour to incloss duplicate copies of the instruetions to the Turkish 
Delegates, ond, confidentially, an extract from the Russian instructions, 
‘Tis very evident, however, from the Hoe token by the Russian Delegates oo every 


question, that their secret instructions are to follow the lead of the French Delegater, and 
vote with them on every subject, 


"Thus far we eaanot congratulate thers on the ability with whick they have ndvocated 
the views of their allies. 


We have, fe. 
(Signet) “J. STOKES. 
P. FRANCIS, 
Anclogure 1 in No. 519. 
Instructions to the Turkish Delegates, 
[See Inclosure 2 in No, 400.) 
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Toclosure 2 in No. 519. 
Extract from Instructions to Rustian Delegater. 


DANS ce document a Parte dare ql a cated Teaprenion de Coen 
saci dans son sens akvolt et nullemient dans le sens restreint des papiers le bord. 
wee a a ae Sts i Sem 
Prins de tonnage adopté par los uifrentes nations, elle état d'avis qu'on devrait sen 
tenir provi f, pour ascuter Un Hraement égal A fous les pavillons au net tonnage 
{fait Eee eyattme Slcorsoa, en n'aoordaath M, de Lastpe que fe drat de pereevair ue 
ines pre bal eshte. La. Psat len pas angle ule 
one ony tine netuel do perception répond heette coodition, wa pax woul fixer de 
Tee cde meduagyoigatae qui wot pus erore en its, Ele 
serge do naler dchaitivement cette question vi ttvie de la Compaguie sur la base des 
avaux Juve Commission Internationsle 2 y a 
Kavilie Gouvernement Egyption 8 2 chargé de commniquer Vavia dela Porte au PRs: 
dent de le Compagtie da Caral de Buce. M, d¢ Laney, ef de le mettceaivsl en semen 
dese prononcer at Vapplcation pratique dit xystimie proposd. sa 
Tee oor veallence pot de disngne commne DAlegue ha Commaission Hateenationle, qu 
doit Qetormioer Te walleur mode de Jougeage vniforn dw bitioents ew général, et 
evx trata le Canal de Bex plon pialeent, le Gowvererent Impala dane 
Pondee de vous twonir dinatructions nécemaires b cet oflet ; 
vom eM iiche ‘de ta Comialsion pout ve iver on deus. ys annie pti 
echaigue et edie d'applieation du principe abytint do ls navigation We 
a type past toss les avira; sur lesputang de eure & adopter: a le 
Tie Ie capueite réalle et Uriliesble des batinients ; et eofin wor fo meilleur 
ae er lon jung dee Series vations un type wniforme, 
win de rou dairer dapa cate parti setae devo trarau, je eto devoi joindro 
ciopia pour vatre information eeu deo Hrotoeles de lx Commision Buropheane di 
Datel poor Ta navigation de Hs Sou qu oot rt wu exe gal ert ease ln 
ica do péage pour la navigation de ce bras de fleave 7 
rotate en i am in ni 
F Wlvgert_ de base h ta tane percue par In Compagnie du Canal de Suce depuis 
niéelcr lew diflérences de cette taxe comparntivement ux ealovle que ix Commission 
: Mia et enfin combiner de roexuren propres 8 assurer b Tavonie la sige en pratique 
des principe fond In preference, 
des principes auxquels les Delgguds muront donne 2a p Faget here 
tre exw etx Ie Comamizsion Saternationnle dont voux fever pa 
Oe ee Neo he prcvokt et eater enirement it pombe Te 
Aiestations qui pourraient sing entre i Compagnie du Canal do Suet ot 
Tes erosteare ete ei es 
me Ganvernement Koipérial recoanatt Finwufisanee dee méthodes do jaugeage 4 
fn eapecite Brte ln copaité rile dos btiments, Haan que fs Compagnie di Cann! 
ia Ques. en basant te page jumqarnn 1 Juillet de Pannée vermiére sur los papiers de bor 
Taxait inéghlement Je diféreots avi r ee 
‘Notre Gouveroetpent ne eonteste pas non plus te principe de juste en r 
be Coe Ne chore fare accepter aajourd Hol ne tase iodispenable A son existence, 
a eeeeetatte pour tout le woude et ne depassant pas le marian de 10 fr. parto 
é dans le Hranaa de fa Porte. 
“Pn fdeyerons nocunediulé conte one tune pie yout to naigton da 
Santh de Sons, bande nur le toonoge brut (prose tonnage") sl les cxpmces occupée par 
Hane suas, nln que par Capra ott oe cbuthon, Gent duit de ee 
cat vue de la haute tiie da Canal dex axantages incontestable gil progae 8 
Se ee sect te Cabinet Imperial serait diaposé i allor me mu-deld de ce con 
omer do oot dix taxe seulement poste par i Compan, Nl 
fialotien wun, plege aul dlevs Aait reconna indispensable & la progpésté de ln grate 
‘euvre de M. de Lessepe. 


fay 
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No, 520, 


Colonat Stokes and Sir P. Francis (0 Earl Groncille—{Reeeived October 28.) 
(No. 10.) 


My Lord, 
nd, Therapie, October 20, 1873, 
WI had the 8 i nto yo 
Loni Ei had the honour, on the 19th iaxtant, to send the follawing telegram to your 
 Discussioa on tonnage yesteniay. Great preponderance of fa 
English system of grows tonnage as basts of on, Deusen schoursed at instance 
Beg een a we f deduction, Diseussion adjourned at instance 
‘The discussion was opened by the Dutch Del Capt 
ito nd tech exposition of the systema eelyed ine moserere’y of he 
capacity during the last 300 years, ending by an expression of opition that the Eogteh 
system of obtaining the groas tonnage of m vessel by Moorsam's Rule 1 i the best 
Lewd? French technica! Delegate, MI. Rumewu, who was Presidect of each of M. de 
Leasepa two Tonnage Comviiesions in 1868 and. 1872, replied to Captain Janseo, abd 
Ares doa on the es ttitude of the divisor ({00) of the English system and on the {ntens 
Hem Monon, adopting very lngely the argument of Sir, Lange i his letee ofthe 
Colonel Stokes refuted these doubts, extablixhed the advan, 
made tanifest that Moorsom never codtemplated any other ton but one of spree 
wemaring 100 cubic fet. Colonel Stokes further act himself to clear up the tisappre 
hensione which confound the coataining apace with the thing contained tn that space on 
hich isapprension rete the pretension of those who deinand a change’ ta the 
‘The Halian and Spanish technical Delegates ndded wom 
ica wdded some powerfol arguments in favour 
af the English Moorsom system, which were in no Wine shaken by the remarks of Colonel 
Korehikotf, Head of the Department of Noval Coostruction at Nicolaiefl.. ‘The Avs 
Hungaras, German, Turkish, Swedish, and Belgian Delete, all expreaed decd 
spinioosin support of the English toss tonnage, The Greek delet 
mie ec as gro tonnage, ‘The Greek delegate was ot wutieatly 
¢ first French Commissioner, Baron dA, ad e a ¢ 
throw doubt on eertnin allegations toade on our side, ee eae cs 
dixcusion by a resolution formally adopting tho oglish igrom tonnage, M. Romean, 


pleading that he hud not been to go fully into the quest posed 
‘mens till next Welloeday, whith J aie Ne ne eae 


of the divisor, and 


Colonel Stoker and Sir P. Brancie to Bart Grancille—(Receieed October 28) 


{Ro, 11; Condenial) 
My Loni rapia, Oc ri 
REFERRING to our despatch No, 6 ofthe 6th instant. prac Sepreies 
{or taking up the question of tonnage before eatering upon the subject of the Svex Canal 
lies, we have the honour to report that, ia a Copfereace with the Austring, Htalion, and 
Dutch Delegates, on the 7th instant, we endeavoured to arfive at. an ubierstaoding’ with 
them on the boit courre to be purstied in attaining the common object that wo have in 
Yiew. ‘twas gonoraly admitted that, if we fist entered upon the question of duce, we should 
erulanger the ulkinate success of our Commision. The Dutet Delegate then proposed to 
treat the question of tonnage ab inti, ant thoroughly 9 examine every point eannected 
With i, thus leading up to w aad decivion to adopt the English gross tounage of 186. 
“© opposed this wiode of proceeding ns likely to open many questions already. solved, 
and ae giving an opening to the French Delegates to bring forward their plan at sonthe 
Alivisor: Supported by the Ktalian and Austrian Deleyates we strously, advocated, mo, 
posing the adoption of the English law for determining gross tonnage as it naw exite 
hm coaree Was agreed upon, and has been faithfully adbered to. In pursuance of it we 
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induced the Turkish Delegate, Edhem Pasha, as President, to propase an order of the di 
for last Saturday, so worded so simply indicate tounage es the subject of discussion 
‘wibout specifying details. ‘This bas enabled us to bring about the general expression of 
opinion iP vrutot the English law, which we havo reported in our No. 10, We hare 
arnt to-day that the French Delegates are much discouraged by Saturday's debate, which 
they consider to be already virtually a decision against M. de Less. ‘ 
. fe have: &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
P. FRANCIS. 


No. 
Colonel Stobes and Sir P. Francis to Bart Granville-—(Received October 28.) 


(No. 12) 
My Loni, Therapin, October 21, 1873. 

WE last night sent your Laedship the following telegram in eyphor :— 

“We have to-day attended private meeting of Delegntes soting with ux to concert 
est deductions for nett tonnage, We find determined apposition to the Danube rules on 
the part of majority of these Delegates. They argue in favour of adopting. system of 
Toedsuring Gxcd cost bunkers, ‘They maintain that Danube rule contravenes that principle 
Of Mooram which taker exact measurement for bast, ‘They urge that the Gorman, 
Ttalian, and French Governmonts have derived deductions for fixed! buokers from the Bill 
of 1871, and made it the law in their couatties: and that it is therefore reasonable to 
Hope that England will adhere to original provisions ofthat Till, and wot take vp a mystery 
opposed to Mourvoun's principle, wx shown at parmgraphs 51, 62, 03, 67. pages 17, 10 of 
Me. Gray's book, We feel obliged to recommend this, ae we vee no chanee of carryin 
alternative proposed i oof No.6, on nccount of positive and decile opinions expromed 
tovday, and, in ordee not to divide our majority, which promises such favouruble results to 
the Gunat question, We hope for a reply by telegraph. 

‘Thinking that the alternative rulo above alluded to ts best oalonlated to moot the 
requirements of our own vemels, and satisfy the exigencies of the German, Italian, aud 
French laws, it was with great refoctance, after m long discussion, wo at longth so far gave 
‘way as to consent to refer the matter to your Lordship, 

The arguments of the Hutch, Htalian, and German Delegates nequirel poeuliar force 
from being slrawn from Mr. Gray's book, and founded on Moorsom’s principle of measuring 
very apuce, and were further strengthened by the circumatsnoo that the Till of 1871 
recogsized theie force, and embodied them in. its provisions, which were subsequently 
Adopted by other countries, and have there become law 

** Wity.” sald our colleagues,“ hus the English Government departed from the just and 
true puinciplo of measuring the space really occupied by coals as well ns engive in order to 
fall tock on the objectionable system of percentages ?* 

1 was mtintaived that ship-boilders would, under that system, give an undue exten~ 
sion to their engine-room, in order to obtain a larger exemption for fuel space than ix 
really require, no could thus carry cargo io that space: Ua thus, the petocple adopted, 
thot freiglitcarning space should pay dues, would be infringed, ‘They urged, moreover, 
that it would be hiopossible to apply the admitted penalty for omrying cargo in exempted 
space, because the limite of that space would, under the percentage system, be undefined, 
hd lodeed one of tho main arguments in its favour is, that vessels iu alort voyasea, 
‘where rauch coal is no required, eon #Ow ewrgo in the wpace that would, ia a Jong voyage, 
Keroccupied. In support of the percentage syetem wo cold. only eldice this argumient, 
fund the existence of the rule on the Danube, besides the fhot that a large numbor of 
Boglish vessels will require alteration in. theie construction if the xystem of deduction for 

fixed bnuokers only Ix adopted in calculating the nett tonnage, 

‘The tenacity with which the German Tealian Delegates especiaily have clung 
16 the provisious for nett tonnage, adopted by thelr Governments from the Bill of 187), 
alfords convincing proof of the validity of the arguipent contained in Colonel Stokes’ 
Memoranduan of the 20th Sept zninet takinis gross tonnage ax nsie of taxation ; 
for if these countries change in the nett tanoage, still lees would they. 
consent to tax the non-ftelaht-earning space of their vowels, We fiod the principle of 
taxing freight-eamning space only deeply fixed in their minds, and 2s this eppoars to ux to 
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be the safest ground on which to argu 
<i tal Boel gue the Suez Canal question, Wwe are unwilling in any 
We have, &e- 
ed) J. STOKES. 
P. PRANCIS 


— 
No. 623. 
Sir Ht, Buliot te Eart Granville (Received October 98,) 


(No. 192, Commercial.) 


wy La 
LLEARN tom Cole Ske, nha tne sucess eget 
= tructions and inclinations of the different Delegates to the - 
thee Beet pipe tron ob a or 
be only the Representatives of three Powe: ee Subuful in 8 eo 
fell ge eecre | Powers doubtful im @ critical discussion likely to 
ihe yon under daca Wl be wht 
peer ‘ussion will be whether the mode of caleulatir 
th iw ot al he age Eom hte dato ag Sie 
net tonnage shall be made, Nt ee ae 
I tare te; 


(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


No. 624, 


Sir I, Rlliot to Earl Grancille-—(Received October 28.) 


No. 193. Commercial. Confien 
My Lord, ores 


1 LEARN that, when the French Chargé dA mui pert eee a ea 
tad ee ned testo af tin Tons Teenage Coston tree 
act a oe him a wone viatyfor ite 

7” Excelloney replied by remarking to M. Le Sourd that the 
exit ee tion ot Dates mam eran pe be in 
he seatence complained af, held itself porfectly at liberty cs fied from, 
the daft instructions anyth that the; oi it "bu te peapeee ot eotog aldose 
a ereere hey thought fs, forthe purpoee of avoiding misster: 
he Charge d' Affaires left the Pasha with an appearance 

Vives 
(Signed) HENRY BLLIOT. 


1 he went to 


a. Na 
No. 825, 
Sie Hy Biot to Barl Granville. (Received Oetuber 28:) 


nan Commercial.) 
; Tae ER 
read FORSIRD sour Lorde by ny denpatch No. 198 of Routed tka 
Toange Connie a ern isos against the Turkish instructions to the 
| have now to add ‘that | loan that M. Le Sourd baw had 
atid al cup oh pine of Ee, oi Su 
Dee ta he navn te pi a hg 
je ‘ee ‘hen it is considered that the labours of the Commission have 
he preparation af tee ole of procedure, which are not. mace open os 
cam aa the ‘Chargé a’ Affvices appears so premature as to eae: Slee _ 
Y tel Reade poping 1 fod t\ picts Ae enka eas 
a 
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Delegates from s Commission io which there scems daily less protability of their views 
being adopted 

In any ease there isan exhibition of some passion and much personal fecling both by 
the Change d’Affaires and by the Delegates. 

Wilk regard to the loiter, itis the less surprising that it should be eos for open! » 
question 40 closely aflcting the general interest of navigation us the adoptich of an inter- 
Wwe? ooneee, the Freach Government have named as their Delegate M. Rameau, who, 
sate rcbty informed, had been selected by M. Lesseps as tbe President of the Commi 
if Tam righty Jcecmbled in France, ad ftom whose report was compiled the system whicl 
hhe has since applied to the Canal dues. 

Fae ee medish Delagate received the instructions provoked by your Lonishin's 

ance ies at Stockholm, he fae informed mc that his Delegate would act consistently 


fuith those of Her Majesty's Government ; 
have, So. 
(Signed) | HENRY ELLIOT. 


a ee 


No, 526. 
Sir H, Elliot to Earl Geancille, (Received October 28.) 


(Ne..199. Commercial.) 


My Lord, ‘Therapia, October i, 1873 


LordeN 1 mentioned to my American colleague the substance of your Lordship’ 
Tae abe dd iostant, stating that one of the reasons which Mr. Fish gave for not 
fending # delegate to the Tonnage Commission was that no trace ‘could be found of an 
Heine to the United States’ Government to take part in it, he was at drat quite at = 
loss to understand what was meant, 
phar having Been no Turkish Representative at Washington, Mr. Roler liad been 
offically esked tortranacait to hx Governinent the circular sent to all otber Governments 
by the Porta on the fixing the meeting of the Comunisaon forthe 14th ‘of September, abd 
TPisronly since the receipt of your Loniship's telegram that it was found that the original 
Hon of the Yet of January bad ‘never been nent to Amora. 
m his omiasion occurred bas not been ascertained, but the discovery hes. given 
Racchid Pusha the greatest npoyance, altbough he wax not Minister at the time it 


‘occurred. 
L have, Xe. 


(Sigued) | HENRY ELLIOT. 
SS eS 
No. 32 
Mr. Farrer to Viacount Bnfeld.—(Received October 28.) 


Sir, Bourd of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, October 27, 1873: 
IN reply to your etter of the 22nd instant, Lain direeted by the Board of Trule 
to request that you will state to Earl Graaville that it ie out of the quastion for thew 
To Ndpt the rule for deducting engine and con) spice, contained in, the Merchant 
Scpping Bill of 1871, asa baaacon which its pomsible to nmcnd he law of this Sonar, 
N Propeaal made in that Bil iit objections which, were, abvolutely fatal to 
od eer yeeame clear that any sue system would crate injustices iereulaiticn, Wye 
aod it soon eat augreat os, ad posslbly renter than, thove felt wader the present Engl 
fae "The objections in question have ben fully stated io previous papers but a summary 
‘oF them is appended to this better. 
‘The utmost that the Board of ‘Trade can recommend is that the 
sentatives should be authorized to agree to the propor under protert as 
‘arrangement with Tavehe canal mity be based; they must, on no account, agree t0 
Tren se which Fler Majesty's Government can mdviit asm basis fr the Inv of navonn! or 
ternational tonnage, or a one which, even as regards the Canal, Her Majeny'+ Govern 
tment regard as sotinfuctory. 
T have, &e: 
(Signed). CECI TREVOR, 


=e 


an ou 
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Inclosure in No. 527. 
Summary of Objections to Meawerement of Coal Bunkers for deduction. 


|. IF the nctual measurement is confined to bunkers adjacent to and into 
We engine-room, it is uufkir to large-powered long-royaged steamers, which saust cone 
coals in the hold ot elsewhere, 

2. TE i¢ is not s0 confined it és open to the grossest evasion, since spaces measured 
1s for coals will be Used ws for cargo. 

3. Tt would require a steamier to be measured each time she changes her trade and 
ead more or les ps fit cole than she nd done before. 

4. It would induce shipowners to build onormously large coal-buakers. which 1 
will probably afteewands use foe cargo, ppm = 


—— a ee aE 


No. 528. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Frencis to Bark Grancille (Received October 30.) 


(Telegrahie,) Tierapia, October 29, 187%, 

TO-DAY'S meeting adjourned to Saturday without further discussion of Toonege 
Question, io order to give time to examine the conditions of an underatanding with French 
Delegates on the question of Suez Canal dues, which would bring about sa unanimern 
vote on the limit of international gross tonnage in accordance with the English law. The 
understanding on, duck is to he based on nett tonnage, with a surtax of present masizune 
of 10, The point of dificalty will be tho amount of surtax to be recommended. Will 
report again to-morrow. 


ee ree 


No. 529, 


bo Fiacount Kinfield to Colonet Stoker and Sir P. Francis. 

(No. 10.) 

Gontlemon, Forcign Office, October 30, 1873. 

EARL GRANVILLE has had under his consideration your despatch, No. 3, of the 

‘30th ultimo, ond Tams diteotad by his Lordship to state to you that, under the eoreums 

stances thorein st forth, he concurs in your viows as to the inexpediency of raising, at the 
‘onnage Commission, the questions elther of the tolls lovied upon passengers by the Sues 

Canal Company, oF, generally, that of a revision of the existing concession between the 
Khodive sod the Canal Company. 


Viscount Enfield to Mr. Parrer, 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 30, 1873. 
WITH reference to previous correspondence, I ain directed by Earl Gruneille to 
{transmit to you m despatch from Her Majesty's Ambussador at Constantinople, inclosing 
fone frorn the British Dolegates at the Suez. Caonl Commission; and I aun to request that 
in laying the same before the Lords of ‘Trade, you will state to their Lordships that 
Lord Granville has expressed to the Commissiovers his eonourrence ia the views expressed 
in thoir despatch, ax to tho iownpedicncy of raking at the Commision the questions ether 
of the toll levied upon passengers by the Canal Company, or, generally, that of a revision 
of tho existing eoucession between the Khedive and the Company. 
. Thave, fe. 
(Signed) "ENFIELD, 


a 


395, 
No, 531 


Colonel Stokes and Sir. P. Froncis to Eorl Granville—(Received October 31, night.) 


‘Therapia, October 31, 1873. 


TASTE reference to ut telegram of yesterday, the understanding with te French 


of 10 fr. 
Delegates is to be based on nett tonnage, with a tax on present masimom of 10 fr. 


ee 


No. $32, 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Karl Granville —(Received November 1.) 


13) 


My Lord, ‘Pherapia, October 24, 18 
iy Lord, 


of tho Tonnage 
TE bave the honour to inclone duplicate eopien of No. 4 proces wert of he Tonnage 
International Comision of which anaes copy wan fore in out No 8 ofthe 
Boek east. Joined to this prostcerbal i the complete txt of he rus adopted for 
our diseuasious; we have already in our subsequent debates experienced the adva 
ake Sure 7 of the Commission took place, and wns 
ee i a te cet, sc ee a 
rhubject nde discussion, _M, Rumeaw closed his ean with 
is ht to effect a radical reform in the ship's ton, and 


catiely devoted to he 
rather wandered from t 
fi assertion that the Commlssion. oogl 
rer To examine what isthe utilizable space in 8 veme 
ro a standand ton. ea 
Has annie Biro we Produced any Unpresson on the lange majority which voto wih 
Ata meeting of thee Delegates weteriay, we found tery all ately deter 
Te vote for the ton of the English Taw of 1854, as fitting replies bave been ma 
is apeceh. 0 
a Prevaling opinion was thatthe iit pint prope Uelongs to te aaa of 
French: missioner was oat of order tm bringing it forws 
ae eer ther that the ecard point wil be aaposedof bY our eation the 
uibject of the lish law, the reasons for which are given in our No. 11, Confid a ae . 
the 20ch instant. This resolation, which now lies on the table for adoption, is thu 
a z 7 re,’ sans déductions, 
” miantion da tonnage brut d'un navire, ou “gross tonnage, vans 
cat he meas sect parle nyuite Moorsom te quol ext exponé dant la lol Anglvise 
Fo et eA that vote wil be taken on this tll Weduexday the 20th instant 


ae Mc Romeau's arguwients rust fiet be met. aiilere 


Signed) J, STOKES. 
aes P, FRANCIS. 


Inclosare in No, 532, 
Procis-Verbat No. 4.—Biltting of October yy 1873, 
{See Inclosure 4 in No. 518.| 





No. 533, 
Vincount Enfield to Mr. Farrer, 


Sir, : 
aie Foreign Office, November \, 1873, 
sana ITH. reference to previous eoresoadence, 1 an Tirected ‘by Berl Graal to 
runsmit the despatches noted in. the ‘tangia, with their incloeures, from the Brit 
Delegates at the Surx Canal Corsmission ;* and Lai to Tonoeet tat, a pac en 
beforo the Lords of Trade, you will move their Lonisbipe to favour Lard Giraawille with 
such observations us they may have to offer thereupon, with expecial reference to the 
procteoerbaus inclosed in the Comiaisioners! despatch No. 8 of the 20th ultimo. 
Tam, &e 
Signed) ENFIELD. 


No, 534. 
rl Granville 16 Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Prancts 


Telegraphic.) Foreign O, 

7 : foreign Office, November 1, 1873. 

3 HIER Siajodys Government cannot accept the Rle for deducting caging and coal 

space contained ia the * Merchatit Shipping Bill of ."* relies your 

Een se rail mage” 2M Sk 
Fou may agree to the proposal, under protest, * arrangeu 

respedt to the Canal may be based Soe ee ene eee 
Fall instructions by post. 


No, 885, 
Colonel Stokes to Bart Granwillem(Received November 2, morning.) 


(etographic.) Th Y : 
2 ‘ erapia, November 1, 1873, 9 vs 
IN order to vecure unacimeus vote on tonnage wo eatered into negotiat 
Froth Delogniee ea 40a andestanting which eight solve the GUM Oaly of ike Bere 
Canal Duce.” After examination of their figures and comparing them with previous 
published accounts of the Company, we proposed, under reserve of approbation, 
temporary surtax of 3 fhanes per ton on Eoglish registor nett tonoage. This surtax 
be graduolly diminished as follows: ou total nett tonnage passing through the Canal i 
‘one. year, renching 2,000,00, surtax to be reduced to 2 francs, til total reaches 
2,100,000, ond after that’ to t franc, til} total revches 3,300,000" tons in oe 
yearly. We ealeulate that prof vent would allow of a dividend Avctusting 
botwcon 2f and Sf per cent, French’ Delegates demand that suttax abould commence a 
4} franos, but have telegraphed our ultimatam of :} francs proposed ander reserve of 
approval af Her Majesty's Goverament. .Noxt twecting on Tussdiy. IC understanding 1 
sil posible on an we conelade the armngement ? eg 
The advantage of an arnicable settlement of this kind is, that the reso 
of: ths Comspioden ‘would thes be unnelingstxth so regards wontage/and: eae Cate 
All the other Delegates side with us io proposing thie arrangement, the details of which 
take accoant of all the polats mearioned in your Lordahip's lestrections, zs 


No, 636, 
Viscount Knpel to Mr, Porrer. 
a Forsign Office, November 3, 1873. 


"1 AM direeted by Earl Granvillo to state to you that a teleg i 
from the British Delegates at the Tnternational "Teuaees Comm ters ag er ieog hay on 


# No. 
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have come to an understanding with their French colleagues, subject to the approval of 
Her Majesty's Goverament, that the Soez Canal Company should be authorized to levy a 
surtsx of 3 francs per ton on the English registered nett tonnage, such surtax to be 
eradually diminished scoording to the total anual amount, of the nett toonage passing 
Through the Canal; and Lam to request that, in bringing this matter to the notice of, the 
Lords of Trade for their Lordships’ opinion, at their earliest convenience, you will inform 
them that Lord Grauville proposes, with their concurrence, to approve this arrangement. 
Lam, & 


(Signed) 
ee SS 
No, 537. 
Earl Graweille to Colonel Stoker and Sir P. Francis. 


( Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 3, 1873; 
INSTRUCTIONS, in reply to your telogrann of the 1st iastant, cannot be sent to 
you in time for the meeting on Tuesday, but will be ent as soon as possible, 


_ 
No. 638, 
Me, Trevor to Viscount Rafield.—(Reveived November 4.) 


y Lord, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, November 3, 1873. 

T Ai directed by tho Board of ‘Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
80th ultimo on the subject of the Soex Canal communication, which hw been seut for 

formation of the Hoard of Trade. 

"As regards the tax oo passengers, the Board of Trade ugree that at this aiage of the 
proceedings it would be unwise to ralac ny ybestion involving a sleparture from the terme 
Fr the concession t0 the Company, And if the result of the Commission should be to 
bring back the taxation to the register tonnage, tho grievance complained of by the high- 
power prsengersteamers, which have large engivo-rooms alvd. coal-apace, and are now 
Eixed upon that as welll ax on passengers and passenger apace, will, in m great ensure, 

isppent 

"Ks rogards raising the question of a revision of the contract with the Company, the 
Board of ‘Trade agreo that it would wot be wise, under existing circumstances, to raise any 
such question 

Tut they trust that the Delegates, while consenting that the payment of the ducs 
should remnin at 10 france pet ton of the register tonnago (that tonnage being settled ne 
ow proposed by the Commission) will be fostructed to make it clear that they do so 
Doone this isthe best attainable rule within the terms of the concession, ard not becuse, 
in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, it is a satisfactory modo of permanently 
feitling the question of taxation ccording to tonnage, either in the Suez Canol or 


elsewhere. 
1 have, 80. 


(Signed) | -C, CECIL TREVOR. 
SS SSS ES 
No, 530, 
Colonel Stokex to Earl Grancitle—(Recvived November 8, 10 4.) 


(Telegraphic. Theruplia, November 4, 1873, 10 a.m 

"THE Commission to-day proceeda to vote on. the question of grote tonnage. 
French Delegates proposed, fist, to take vote on tho utiizable tonnage, ‘Thele proposition 
‘was rejected. by nine votes to three. They then anaounced their intention to abstain 
from taking further part ia dicussions. The proposition to_ adopt nash rom tennage 
‘as baaie for deduction was then earried by ten votes; the French: and Russian Delegates 
‘batained from voting. 
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No. 540. 
Colonel Stokex and Sir P. Francis to Karl Grancille—(Received November 5.) 


(Telegraph) Trerapia, November 4, 187; 
Fre TTH teference, to our telegram of thir date, we consider the satcoa of the 
enh Delegates to be temporary, until they can ‘get an understanding on the Soee 
Canal yes, he Grst French Delegate stated to an privately that an addition for two years 
af fas tiie sige peop hy. ok onl barely competed bp tect at Parks 


No. 541. 


Karl Granville to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. 
aes 10 Colonel Stoker and Sir P. Francis, 
Gentlemen, i focem 
Ri reowe Foreign Office, November 5, 187: 
20th lino, and T have now to wate to you that they donot fel prepared to accept the 
alo therein refered to, far deducting engine and coal space, contained ia the Merchant 
ripping Bil of 1871, ah a basis ont which itis pombe to amend the law of this 
country 
‘Tho proposal made in that Bill clicited ob rh 
ill elicited objections which were absolutely fatal to it: 
a2 toon Yee ler that may wach ate would rate injuies, Irregular, ad 
gto at eat ns, great ab und powily greater, than thove felt ‘under the present 
‘The objections in question ao of the lowing nature — 
. IF the actual measurement i confined to buokers adjacent to, and 
the engine-oom, iti tnfole 10 large-powered, long-voyaged steamers, which mist cary 
‘onl nthe ho or shawhere Be nn eee 
2% If it ix not 40 confined, it fs open to the grossest evasion, since spaces reas 
for cos wl i aed for carp ree ee eee 
31 It would require n steamer to be measured exch time she changes her 
ned mor oF ke apace for coals than abe ha done ble ee 
woulll induce shipowners to baild enormously large coal bunkers, which they 
w A probably ‘afterwards use for cargo. ae 
Jnder those citeumstances, the utmost that Her Majesty's Goveram auth 
edo i tare te prom ore 08 wi eo arangeccet ih ep 
nul may be based. — Ye Weever, of Na account agree to it as one which Her 
or sai a which, even ax regards the Coal, Her Majesty's Government regard as 
Lam, Xe 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


ee eee ee 
No, 12. 


Colonel Stokes to Earl Graneitle —(Receieed November 5, midnight.) 


(Telegraphic) Therapia, November 6, 1873, 4°40 ¥. 

DISCUSSION on nett tonnage will come on next Saturday, before meats 
instructions promised by post, Can we take the alternative Rule proposed in our No. 6 
of 6th ution, of basis ot least for term of years? ‘There is a stroug feeling in favour of 
the Rules in Bill of 1871, already become law in Germany, Italy, aod France. 
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No, 543. 
Viscount Enfield to Mr. Farrer. 


{Gentential) ; 
ir, Foreign Office, November 5, 1873. 
1 AM directed by Earl Granville to request that you will state to the Lords of Trade, 
for thar Larkaipe’ consideration, that telegrams have beca to-day received from the 
British Commissioners at tho Intemational Tonnage Commission to the effect that the 
Commission. proceeded on the 4th instant to rote on the question of gross tonnage; that 
the French Delegates proposed first to take the vote on. tho utilizable tonnage, but that 
their proposition was rejected by nine votes to three. They then announced their intention 
to abstain from taking further part in the div he proposition to adopt English 

tonnage aso bass for deduction was then carried by ten votes, the French and 
ffumian Delegates abstaining fron voting, 

“The Commissioners further report that they consider the abstention of the French 

es to be temporary, until they can get an understanding on the Suez Canal da 
‘The first French Delegate hns privately stated to the Commissioners that tho addition for 
‘two years of | frane to the surtax proposed by them would be warmly supported by the 
French Government. 


Tam, Se, 
(Signe) ENFIELD. 
—_ 

No. 64 
Vincount Bufeld to Mr. Farrer, 


Sir, Foreign Offer, November 6, 1873, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 27th ultima, 1 am directed by Hurl Granville to 
transmit to. you a copy of o telegram from tho British Delegates wt tho International 
‘Tonnage Comission inguin whethec they can adopt ws m boss ‘of measurement the 
alternative rule proposed in their despatch No, 6 af the 6th vitlino, which accompanied 
the letter from this office of the 16th ultimo, and» copy of which is now incloved for 
‘convenience of reference ; and 1 am to request Unt, iv laying the sine before the Lords of 
Trade, you will move their Lordships to favour Lord Granville, at thoir enlist con- 
‘enlenca, with their opinion ws to the instructions which shoul be addressed to the British 
Comraimioners on this subject. 

"The Lords of ‘Trade will observe that it is eaential that the Instructions should be 


telegraphed to the Commissioners before the meeting of tho Commiaion on Saturday 
neat. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "ENFIELD, 


. No, 545. 
Mr, Trevor to Viscount Enfield. —(Received November 6.) 


My Lord, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, November 4, 1873, 

PAs airwoted by the Hoard of inde to acknowledge the receipt of your lttar of 
tho 2ithultime.on the subject of the Suez Canal dues, twnsmitting a despatch from Her 
Majesty's Reprsuttve o Alesana neonng eran repre by the Salih 
CCrwul-Generat at chat port reposting the between the Moorsom system. of 
aaa and thit adopted by the Suez Canal Company, and also teausmitting @ copy. 
Bla agree release ak Majesty’ tepreentatve at frases 

Te Board of Trade desire we, in retuming these documents, to express the satisfaction 
which a perusal of the ‘Memorandam has afforded them. 


T have, fe. 
(Signed) C. CECIL TREVOR, 
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Nov 546. 
Mn Fe Pi 
a Farrer to Viveount Enfield. 
IN reply to your letter of to-day's date, 


‘at Constai 
Rarl Graavil 


| Whitehaif Gardens, November 6, 
pl, Tam dveted bythe Bont a Tad to te 
that, in thelr opinion 


loned in the lespatelt frou 
ed I the deepal a Delegates No. 6 of the 6th of October. 


tter to the For wal in the one whic oe 
See ch the Board of Trade have, 


Vhave, &e. 
(Signed) T. H, FARRER. 


No. S47. 
Bart Granville to Colonel Stokes andl Sie P. Francie 


(Telegraphie.) 


TN answer to your U 
ur telegrams to Office, November 6, 
ateanthenboeh fo sloph Sete perence ine ins cook e rae the Snir you 


Aeduetion af ean f 
of engine space inched in your deapatch No. 6 of the Ow oP Ocean 
of October, 


No, S44, 


Earl Grarwilte 10 Colon 
Bro. Nt el Stoker and Sir P. Francia, 


LHAVE . Foreign 
Medeor rpeng pean) a eine nett he 
Dinophtae e eens andor Gites eee sper Beard of Tendo, 
agi snes, cone: EOS C ene ee Raftery pr lag emerape 
lay howeves i your despatch jaction of 
retertiy bate, tobe clay understood thet the Shoptn of tsalbaks Marcas 
has 


‘ Canal 
Tecra genes cae Clnal ely nd doa ot bad Her Majatys Govenect onthe 
Tam, &e, 


(Signed) “GRANVILLE. 


No. 549. 
Barl Graneitle to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis 
. Rrancis, 


(Telegaphic) 

'H roferonce to your tok Foreign Of Ne 
to the in. of the Ist i ces November 7, 1873. 
pa aie mains proposed by the Peach Comntintbear 5 uarethe as tomes 
Peery yi ene matte rs namely, an immediate 
the Canal inoremes tn the proportions mentio — - te the tonnage pu Ss 


No, 950, 


Mr. Barrer to Viscount Enfeld—~{Recei 
Sir, e Received Noconber 7.) 


1 MAL rected by the BRT Tet nt Garten, Ne 
the rd id by the Board of Trade to lens, November 7, 187: 
oS Naga ed a Paget nol, he mei ye of 

Delegates at 


n groin frotn the British D 

of Trade to roque ae 

ie Ct ia Board of Trae torque tha you wl tale fo 

Purpos cx Canal cues; tho. proposed fle for the ede tea of oe a4 
tion of engine 


adoption of the yproved: by their 

fad docs not bind Hee Maj rule in question hns twill, of course, be 

tonnage, *¢ Majesty's Government on the to the Suez Canal ot 
geeral question of internatioual 
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Constantinople, cotaining & proposed settlement with their French colleagues concerning 
Iie allowed to the Suex Canal Company. 
fora Tord Granville that, in the opiri 
form fhe proposed settlement, viz, an immediate 
Bos of Tg francs per ton to the maximum of 10 free ton on the net British 
maarered tonnage, such addition to be reduced for, ‘ime to ume vx the tonnige passing 


Tough tho Canal increases in the proportions ‘mentioned in the talogeains. 
T have, 86: 
(Signed) | Ts Hl FARRER. 


No. 551. 


Karl Grancitle to Sir H. Bitiot. 


(telegenphic.) Foreign Office, November 7, 187 
egrantic) orenco to Colonel Stokes’ tologram of to-Uny T would add that an attempt 
to establish a special ton. for the ‘Sues Canal would entail certain. ai atnong the 
Te clccaten now sctng With wand endanger the present fhvourable prospect of a satialnetory 


settloment. 
No. 561°. 
Francis to Barl Grancille (Received November ®) 


‘Thevapia, October 31, 1873: 
knowledge the receipt, on the eveniti ‘of the 26th instant, 
aru 17th instant, comtaning copies of two letters from 
‘ch and 16th instant 
‘No. 13 of the 24th instant, the International Tonnage Cotnmiesion 
port Note goth and 20th instant. At the formes The nguont of 
has socyent the French Delegate, were met ot olf points hy several merabers of the 
‘Commixsion, and a general determination war manifested to yous a ‘recommendation of tho 
from tonnage of the English Law of 1864, ‘The sneating of the 20th was ‘adjourned for 
Breen to be given in. out No. 16 of this date. 
. We have, &e. 
(Bigned) "J, STOKES. 
Pp. FRANCIS, 


No. 552. 
Colonel Stokes anit Bir P- Froncie to Hart Graneitle (Received November &) 


(No, 15. Confidential.) 

My Lond. ‘Terapia, October 31, 1873. 
Lord ER the sitting of the International Tonnage Comanlenion ota the 25th Saat 1 
‘ehiehs ws reported in our No. 14 of this date, the re h anguamenta produced no effect 00 
bly a Pan ming with wwe received OM SF Ee vedations 
that if a satisfactory yrrangement could ‘effected on the reution of the Snex C ‘anal dues, 
that if nous vote of the tonnage might be ead, We therefore thought it our duty 
usin ou what terms ast wrrangement con! Pe Aden ‘The Swedish Delegate having 
fowacersicive part ia proposing terme of necon ration, we consented to meet {ho 
att is room, Keeping oor colleagues gener! Yaforined of the stops 
rt jon. Before entering upod 
free to take the Apatractions 
eng Hamclves to un agenne, and aL en 

binding Hmesience of te proposed arrangement: 
ally te oars wan irony Whol the ett CONN ag 
ree avoull be bnerease to ai extent that would afford 
Jevenve e fonnase yr being levied ; that the percents of this increase. 
Should be grad non ein, ange ba eee 0 cain nse 
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Wika! diould dissppear altogether when the nett tonnage should have reached a figure 
hich, faxed at the maximum rate of 10 fr. per ton, would afford the Company « safes 
reveutie to pay a dividend, 
feces camark on owt part thet any arrangement must be preceded by a 
Wipenivion of the illegal character of the Company's present system of assessment act 
Corel spponition fous the French Delesates, on the ground that it woold place the 
te ry awkward position. We had 'no dificulty ia understanding ‘that this 
iered tothe legal proceedings that must be taken agaist the Company for scconeey of 
ues Foi singe Ist July, 1872, in excess of the maximum rates om nett tonnage, 
not waiving Our views in this respect, we perceived that to insist on them at 
lings Would prevent any compromise. It war, therefore, rvutuall 
of an arrangement might be examined without pressing’ the other 


Avent Prclininary tothe cousideration ofthe above-mentioned French propos, 
nom ial upon the data on whieh any recommendations could be fowned? Thy 
Senate's thereepon, undertook to prcduce figures ia vapport of thle pronsaliars, 

We desired to know on what authority these figunss rested, abd whether ther? ont ans 

Hons drawn from them, would bo recognised by the Canal Company. "The Frosck 

Delegates undertook (o furnish authority from their Government to produce these figures, 

und also the French Government's engagement that the Company would abide bby any 

Acceptance of the arrangement proposed when once to, Tt. wos further understood 

{iat tic Fronels Delewstes would justify the geaeral detale of the figure, and tha oe 

should be allowed to attach to teu suck value ns we sbould judge thems to be movthet ct 
‘We then proceeded (o examnine the outline of the Frevch ropora, which we decidedly 

Tyected as being only another mode of carrying their proposal of eatiuating the capacity 

siaadlneaat According to the tons of cargo she can curry, and aa affording to'the Company 

‘8 Juntcation of the courve they have udupted, 

Ave therefore submitted another propenition for consldcrtion, vin, that the toll shoul 
be increasod by m surtax on the musimuin of 10 ff, per ton, the’ surtay te dere 


grudually, and Gnally to disappeur, as the total nett tonnage’ should reach sucseeine 
‘amount, 


1k seemed to as that though the result ia. sioney might be the ‘ane under both 
et 


Proporala, that there wos a great differeice in principle between making a fcttlous increas 
‘on the tonnage of ship nad conceding an increase on the toll kee 

‘The Freuch Delegate unged, jn objection to our scheme’ and in support of hie own 
pl, that the tonnage buing the item under dispute and there Ueing no qbeation alvat aes 
{elt My arrangement to bo made should bear on the amount of tonnage aud net an tee 
toll, 


Aes however, malatsined our ground, because it seemed to us that the deliberate 
ar ee Of the nett tonnage, and dhe nett toonage only, marked the legal basis of tarctees 
of ital whilst It dispensed with the necessity of at expresed declattion na it 
which, a above shown, would cetaily give tke to 
that inoresse of the toll was clearly Indlcnted in our i 
verted to. a & ponsible solution of the question, in-your Londahip's 
in those of other Governments. We, therefire, very Anuly edhe 

ing the diffeulty. 

French seemed equally asiclding ; thercfire » thind proposal was \ 
forward by M. Heidenstatn, the Swediah Delegate, founded on a passage in your Lordahip's 
despateh of the Hat August, 1872, to Sir Henry hich had already beee referred to 
by the French Delegotes in the debates of the Commission, 

Nour Lordship therein sated that Hor Majesty's Government would not object to the 

‘taxation of grons tonnage if the maximum of the toll should be omeaponingl reduced. 

After the elerlyexpremed wis of te eal of ‘Trade in all of its recent commnuni- 

Gitiows, we felt that an ntrangement of this wature would be welcomed by Ter Majesty's 
Goyernment a» vary desirable. ut, although the reduction ‘of the mutimuna doce ce 
Kea imply that tho ovtt tonnage is the only Tegal basis of taxation, it doce not mack te 
Tegal pono so eleuly ta the adoption of a suctax on. the nett’ ton We ware, 
therefore, not anxious to see the gros tonnage wdopted, at least at present, 

second Frenchy Delogate had also objections to the redaction of the maximu, on 
the ‘saine rounds x he advanced Jn favour of his 

‘Amount of toll is not dispated, 

Two divergent views seemed uafarourable to any arrangement; but, at the foxtance 

Ht Sovt French Delesxte, and oa a hint from vs that it would pethays be bert eae 

he circumstances, (o take tho vote on, tonnage without further parley! it eos ohne 
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‘eflectiot y zh not avowedly, 
ie ch Delegate, who really, thous 
Sr ie ee hy tan tnt Ten af Me Le an at 
ee th a ers or te Commaisicon st Paris instituted by the 
selon the east of the due on LOMA. ely our itetion not treat onthe bi 
ie Tatiana 
of a neenc on Tbe RUBE 4s coment to any rtetion wbntre of the maxinam 
See eat oe ; 
vt fi itd modes of arrangement were put aside, and, M. Ruma 
coy = pire Fe ‘surtax; but, before referring the matter, he must 
aec none ti ures and necount 
wa ere ag gid et a an 
At the meatog of the Commiion Wie 0% PI ea of tc mange ad 
ee ia 


ees sine kes: ‘at which the greater number of the Comoriaionere 

sttec ed al hutoean prodeoed te budget of Mh ercpecn ce Comte 

mae — ‘he gies Coan wae OO PO before the. Preach Delegates for theit 
of the 


Ssamipation we xhall again moet unofficially, and we shall Lelegraph the result to your 
"Tocmorrow we i ati 
Nae make intelligible, wo think it bent to give your Lor 
Boge mt ar a nen ek 
a short réume of eee 
Memeo now the honour to solitary insretons by torah as t0 whether we 
cn ean of 3 fry docensing w ares the Meaeranduss may a 
oe alo ut ined any proposition of an arrangen : . 
Genin we aoe he honour to lay Deore your Lordahip oor reasons for having 
pany 
fs ion, nothing would be 
one i hing xhould come of this negotiation, not! 1 a 
iplatosee sha Pre dene ners would yntenly weolcn ther argunenta 
ee ee bape ton by even profeasing a. readiness to bandon at ppeatlon 
Tee eee ee ee egumeniane econ Piva pipe aie 
evsideration of» alinlactary a Sr re eet 
nel Comm weno wo igi they en ove eva, vera 
ecuniary t valler and sinuply local quetin, the ae ray ood It 
= ne jence and ouimner A 
Sewn gc oa aa tet 
fettlement of tbe la 


‘ ver that wn uoanimous vote on the tonnage would give the 
ps rh awa ere pty anu 
seemed 10 Us moreover, 

recoumendations of the Commision great weight, and materially help to bring about an 


? jority, however 
FN eaten oH aH tind. proceeded to carry our point by a m hee sepon the 
na, ap he’ Roem yt ter 
reponderant : t eyatem, yey Saja at the Sublime 
Eat ein rt aio Pe nam he Sling 
supported In tit retusa pa gt contin to, heltatey na it as bi 
aor oe alc on f naution af the Canal question woul postion to admit such an 
tt ru Majeaty’s Government baring always 1 aT srithout Toxs to the share= 
Mer NA ae ul ala ft Goal bing nao witht io ote ate 
‘addition to the toll at wove coud but strengthes our position Wi Nay to listen t0 any fair 
Hon ee a porin of out ajony by sbowiog. ourselves ready to listen ony Ht 
the mont wavering port ‘it ou Usa ecting Would depen cLerpant iw Hoste t0 the 
eer a ece wo ready 0 aiploy, that the English Govern 
argument they are ever 


Company: We have, 


7. STOKE 
(Signed) P, FRANCIS, 


See 
5L 
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Inclosure in No, 552, 


Propowal put forward by certnin Delegates of the Tonnage Cooumission for an arrangement 
of Sues Canat Dues Question, be . 


AVANT tout il est poser en principe que la base pour la taxe des navires qui 
transite pr Je Canale Ser devs de Te tone net de reise induc par ls pape 
de bord. 

On proporernit cependant de teair compte de Ia diminution qui en résultera dans les 
porveptions da Canal, ot cela en recommandant que ln Compangnie soit autorisée h 
ercavoir une surtaxe de 3 ft. par tonne de registro net, qui, par la suite, devra doroltre 

Jans les proportions suivantes >— 

‘Josiu'd ev que le tonnage net total arrive i 2,000,000 de tounes par année la surtaxe 
restern de 3 fez 

SitOt que te tonnage net tofal sera arrivé au chiffre de 2,000,000, ta surtaxe sera 
prélovée on ralson de 2 ft. jar tonne de registro, ct cela janqu'’ co que le total 
Woutrepame pas 2150,000 tonieuux. Cette surtaxo se reduirs 1 fr. avmitOt que le 
chiffre de tomage runt sera arrive i 2, nor jusqu'h co 
4qu'l it rejolat 2,800,000 tonnes, apes In 

Une fois que 18 wuraxe aura été d tions qu'on 
vient de dire, aucune wugmentation on r&imposition ne pourra avoit Neu, meme a 
fotioge de trait vera nocvallament dh redaesondres PONS S¥OH et, nate to 
ovr nade aetuel de perception des tages sur les navies pasiant parle Canal de Sues 
lovra comer auasltdt que la Sublime Porte aura signifé A‘la Compagnia du. Cs 
approbation aux moses cadens spices y antes 

Aussiidt que la nartaxe viendra A tre appliquée a ta fr. pat passage 
boli et ne pourra dre imposce i Taveairs CTs 8 W8* He 10 fr par rae: 

{Les tarives sut lat no payeroat pour le transit par To Cunal que Ia moitié de la taxe, 

4 charges pour pilotage, remorquage, ancrage, &., &e., ne pourront k Pavone 
recevolr aucane auginentation sur leur taux prdaent, 


No, 553, 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Bart Granvitle(Received November 8.) 


(eteaphie) Therapie, November 8, 1673, 
YOUR telegram of the Oth received. Our telegeum of the Sth did hot propor & 
tpl et fon fr Set Cun ds, whieh all Wy ray wacinapecat eins 
wostanioes, bat for International ton, for w term of years, as stated ia telegram te 
Board of ride. Tho telegrams of the Sth did not reer to those of the lst aed ith 
Nothing thos comie of the proposed agreement mentioned in those telegratns, on 
i wo all deseo to know the opition of Her Majesty's Goveromeat. “Weare pave 
eating with tho general tonnage question, It is for that reason we request permis 
to adopt alienative Rule of our despatch No. of the 6th ultimo, Aa nunwer, urgent 

quested, : 


—————— eS ee 


554. 
Mr. Trevor to Viscount Enfeld,—(Receiveit November 8) 


My Lord, Boartl of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, Novewber 7, 187%, 
_ LAM dirocted by the Board of ‘Trade to acknowledge the receipt of yoar hae ‘of the 
1st instant, with further reforenco to the Suez Canal Commission, transmitting despatches 
With their inclowures. from the British Delegates at the Commission: I an also to 
acknowledge the receipt of your leter of the dd instant, trankitting m further despatch, 
Inclosing the procés-verbat No. 4 of the nixth meeting of the International ‘Tonnage Cou. 
mailaslon at Constantinople. 
the desire exprosed ia your letter of the Ist instant, ol 
wr Earl Grunville with riltpriesr tel they may have rs ie 
lot accompanying that letter, with special reference to tha procba-cerbaue thelowea 
vnmniasioners’ dexpatch, Tam to state that the Board of aie are not aware that 
thoy have any observations to olfer upon these documents, 
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‘The subject matter of despatch, viz., “ engine deduction,” has already given rise to a 
‘comemunication from this Board to the Foreign Office, and may possibly give rise hereafter 
to a further representation. 

Tam, in accordance with the request contained in your letters, to return the various 
documents which accompanied them, with the exception of one printed copy of each of the 


procts-rerbaser. which has been retained in this office for future reference. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed), €, CECIL TREVOR, 


No. 555, 
‘Mr. Farver to Viscount Eufield {Received November 10.) 


My Lond, Bourd of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, Novewber 8, 1873, 

T AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 8th instant, containing telegrams frown the British Delegates at, Constantinople. From 
those telegrams it would appear that the Delegates think that they oun and onght to, bind 
this couniry to adopt the rules for measuring deductions from gross tonnage, which the 
Comminion are adopting aot only as mgads the Sucr. Canal, but ol ay resnde 
international tonnage, or, in other words, that each Government is to be bound to wlopt 
those rules in ita own eountey. The Board of Trado will write more at length when timo 
permits, but they thiok that an answer to the following effect should at once bo sent by 
telegraph to the Dolezaten 

lier Majesty's Goverament cannot adopt any alteration in the present Baylith 
Tonnage Law without the authority of Paslinment; nor can thoy agree to, propore to 
Parlinnent any such alterations without first considering them ot home. ‘The mule for 


deduction of engine space, contained in the Ill of 1871, was supervodod by the ralein the 
Bill of 1872, bat neither of theux has been detinitively adopted 

“The utmost Her Majosty’s Government can do so far ux the goneral law of tonnage 
in this country ix concerned, would be to place upon the certificate of regintry such 
information ak would enable foreign Governnients which opt either of the above roles 
to apply those rules to British ships without remeasurement. 

Ss regards the Ses Canal Her Majesty's Gorernaent are a+ you ar slredy 
informed, ready to 


aceept your alternative rules. 
T havo, &e. 
(Signed) T. 1T, FARRER, 


No, 556, 
Earl Granville t Colonel Stokes ant Sir P, Francie, 


(No, 18) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, November 11, 1873 
Majesty's Government approve your proceedings, ax reported in your despatol 
‘Confidentind, of the Tst ultimo, at our unofficial meeting of the momberx of the 
Internationa! Tonnage Coinrolesion, held with « view to arriving at an understanding in 
regard to the Sucz Canal dues, I have at the same time to inform you, with referonoe to 
your telegram of the Ist instant, that Hor Mojesty’s Government to the settlement 
proposed by the Freneh Coma z., an iemnediate addition of 3 franos per ton to 
the maximum of 10 fravce ow tive nott British registered tonnage; sch wildition to be 
reduced fivm. time to time as the tonnage paring through the Canal increwsos in the 
proportions mentiofed in your telegram. 
Tum, &. 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE, 
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No. 557. 
Colonel Stokes andt Sir P. Francis to Mr. Ferrer— (Received November 11, night.) 


(Telegruphic.) ‘Therapia, November 11, 1873. 
YOUR letter of tho 26th, and Gray’s of the 28th ultimo, received. We are taking 
‘care not to commit Her Majesty's Government in the matters referred to, but nett tonnage 
being w present necessity, tbe accurately defined by the Commission, although it 
may bis abandoned ultimately by Legislature. 
‘o must work with our colleagues oh the tonnage, or we shall not carry the Suez 
ual question. We mean to make a reservation in favour of gross tonnage eventually, 


Se Ro 
No, 568. 


Colonel Stakes and Sir P, Francis to Bark Granville-—{ Received November 12, morning. 


Telegraph) Constantinople, November 11, 1873. 
TELEGRAM of the Oth received. Wo hope to arrive at an understanding aboat 
deduction for engine wpnco on basis of its terms. The necessity for wsing nett tonnage for 
the present being admitted by the Board of Trnde, it iy desirable to place it on a conemstent 
footing. As space far orew is dedueted, no good reason can bo shown why officers’ eabing, 
and covered-in spaces on deck, used by ship's coupany, should not alvo be deducted,» Can 
vro side with our colleagues on thexe points, with view to secure unanimity, aad subject 
to Parliamentary approval 
We hope for an carly reply, 0s these points are wader discussion, 


No. 859, 
Lord Tenterden to. Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Francia. 


(Telegruphic.) Foreign Office, November 12, 1873, 
i, DUTREIL. called toxdoy: 1 explained to im that Lord George ea oy at 
tho Cabinet; nnd he then said that he was instructed to make the following communteation : 
“The French Commissioners nt Constantinople had retired fro the meetings of the 
‘Cornmimion, beounse their instructions were to consider the quextion of the * tom 
vtilisable dex navires,' while the Commision had undertaken’ the considerationot ti 
son system of measuring tononge. ‘The French Government were now willing that 
their Cominisioners should ‘rejoin the Commision, if the question of the * tonnage 
Utilisablo® were dealt with.” 
1 woked io if Lunderstood rightly that this question of “tonnage utilisable” applied 
to the Suez Canal only. 
le sai, * Certainly." 
T told him I would report what he bad communicated. 


No, 60, 
Earl Graneitle to Lord Lyons. 
(No, 268, Commercial, Confidential 
My Lord, Foreign Office, November 12, 1873, 


WITH reference to previous correspondence I inclote, for your’ Excellency's 
ion, printed coples of further papers relative to the question of the Suez Canal 


Tam, &e, 
_For Earl Granville, 
(Signed) ENFIELD. 


ee 


* Sintar depute were adirevnd fo Lord Oia Mawel, Sr A. Rychasao, and Sie H. Bara. 
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No. 561. 
Colonel Stoker to Earl Grancille (Received November 13, morning.) 


legraphi Constantinople, November 12, 1873, 
(Taper mnting jy of Dna loon Sy eno 
raking deductions from gross tonnage on account of crew space, oficers’ eatin ad closed 
in spaces on deck used by ships company, of for working ship.’ It wns propated to deduct 
syaces really occupied for these purposes in. siling-veeels up to maximum of 7 per cent, 

hia was rejected, but a maximum of 5 per cent. met with general support. | We reserved 
‘our vote, bat wish to receive authority to give it. The opinion seemed general in favou 
of limiting this maximum for steam-vessels to 4 per cont, 


a eee 
No. 662. 
Bart Grancille to Colonel Stokes anc Sir P. Francis, 


Foreign Office, November 13, 1878. 
legraphic eh ie 

(Teter reference to my telegram of yesterday, report how question of tilizable 
tonnage now stand 


—_ eee 


No, 563. 
Burk Granitte to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Broncts 


OUWITH reference to my despatch No. 9 of the 36th vltimo, I incloro, for your 
information, Copies of futher printed correspondence relative to the question of Suex Canal 
sa Lam, be 
For Bat! Granville, 
(Signed) ENFIRLD. 





No, 564, 
Karl Grancille to Colonel Stohes and Sir P, Francia, 


Geatlemea, Foreign Ofice, November \i, 1873, 

HAVE to inform you thatthe French Chargé d'Afare called at thle ofc Yorday, 
and atated that he wns fistructed to make the following communication, 

The French Commigsioners at Constantinople had retired from the meetiogs of the 
Commission because their instryctions were to consider the question of the * tonnage 
vtilisable des. navires the Commission had undertaken the consideration of the 
Moorsom aystom of ensuring tonnage. 

Ho added that the French Goverment were now willing that, their Commisioners 
should rejoin the Commission if the qaestion of ** tonnage utilisable" wero dealt with, 

‘The French Chargé d’Atiaires having been asked whether it was to be understood that 


the question of ““tonoage utilisable” applied to the Suez Canal oaly, be roplied 
Certainly.” ‘ 
a eae Fan eee ps weno 


stands, 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLI 
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No. 965. 

Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer. 

Sir, 

3 Foreign Offce, November 13, 1873 

Trade, a further telesram which bis been received frou the Beitsh Cooumesioochs ot 
Gonstntinoples* on the nbject ofthe Suex Canal dues; and Tam to request that you will 
move their Lonlsips, to favour Lord Grail, at thie eanest convenience, with 

servations they may have to offer thereupon. Sfrcpan les 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "TV, LISTER. 


a 
No. 666, 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer. 

Sir, Fr 
ie acon Foreign Office, November 1%, 1873. 
ae diet by fa Ole to state (0 you, for the information of the Lords 
tinued to make tho fing cmmoncaon = TONY 8 st be 

~The. French Commissioners at Constantinople. had retired from 
Comariaion because thee fatructios were to conde the faites of toe Mss 
vllisable dex navires," while the Commision ad undertaken’ the consideration of the 
Forgot tearing toonage Secure 
The French Goverment were now willing that thelr Commis i 
the Commision the queton a the tonnage nae were eat wake 
Tench Chargs W'Afhires hating. been asked whether it was ta he understood 
Satie nage vutilsable applied to the Suez Canal only, he replicd, 

T tum to. add that Lord Granville hy 
slog 19,8 that Lod ms caused the above to be communicated 
teloram to the British Commissioners with istructions to report how the tte bow 
_ Tam, fo, 
(Signed) LISTER. 


ee 
No. 567. 


goa) Kart Granville to Lord A, Leflus.t 
in 


” AWETEE reference to pravious cor 
vomit previous comespondence, 1 inclone, for * 
tion, copies of further printed papers relative to the quetion ot the Gece Canal da 
Lam, Xe. . 
For Kael Granville, 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER, 
a a a 


No. 568, 


Forcign Office, Novonber 18, 1873. 


Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Francix to Earl Granville. —(Received November 14.) 
Vea! 16.) 
Lord, ia, Ne 
7 "FIHE propositia lclowed ia our No. 16 of the Bie witness, Noweber 3 1673, 
set forth in the inclosed papers. Ree nee 


Tnelosure No. 1 is copy of a document read to us by M 


logue No.1 i eopy of a document, read to l. Rameau, and whieh por 
vo oe roused to the French Minister of Commerco by M. do 


+ Siallar oe 
ate RRM Serptchen wry addrone to Sir H, Elo Sie A. Tap, Sir E. Thorsion, Mes Bein, ant 
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Lesseps, in explanation of the Suez Canal Company's budget for this year. The figures 
‘contained in it do not show any exaggerated amounts paid to individuals, 

‘No one, we believe, will grudge M. de Lesseps the 2,000). a-year which he derives 
from the Company, nor do the amounts paid to the members of the Council in Paris 
Appear excessive. ‘The saluties of the principal officers of the Company bear comparison 
with those paid by the European Commission of the Danube to persons in similar positions; 
but, nevertheless, the great fact stands out, that for the year 1873, the expenses of 
administration and superintendence of works, Se. is set down at the large sum of 
1,837,000 francs, or more than 73,0001.; A suai! portion of this amount must be deducted 
for workinen; butit snay bo maid in round numbers, that personal and general expenses of 
administration will cort 70,000. for the current year, whilst the anount xpeat on works, 
‘s0d on passing ships through the canal, is only 3,031,057 francs, or obout 121,200) . The 
inference from these Sgures is, that, ax the salaries are ot high, the number of people 
employed must be excessive, We think, however, that in endeavouring to come to an 

rangement, it iy better for us to abstain from criticizing the details of the 
Company's expenditure, it being probable that ax soon ax the questions in dispute are 
‘arraized, nnd tho shareholders see that thelr dividends cannot bo inereased by an arbitrary 
toll levied on the navigation, they will take caro that all unnecesary expenditure is 
curtailed. We think it the more desirable not to lay much stroxs on this point, ns the 
Gay tony not be far distant when the demand of the sharcholders for reduced expenditure 
may being the working staf of the Canal below what may be required for efficiency, 
Should delaye then arise which will give ground for complaints against the Company, it 
seems usidesirablo that the latter should be able to justify itself by the excuse that there 
Feductions were made in compliance with the demand of the Goverwiments 

Tn the calculations contained in inelosure No, i, it will be seen that the margin left 
for Interest to the shareholders ia not excessive. Supposing that even nn economy of 
1,000,000. fesnce could be effected, although that woul! givo tho sharcholdera a half por 

A would only redace the surtax by about 60’ centines per ton, and the thet that the 
uareholders would in such cam fluctonto between 3 and 6 por cents, 
15) per cent, could hardly bo urged us a motive for rentriotin 
itbeing borne in mind that the higher linit would be only touch 
diately on the redvetion of the surtax to a lower rat 

Tnelosare No. 2 affords a comparieon between the budget of 1873 and the actual 
expenditure of 1872. ‘The latter dawn from the published nat of the Company, 
Goes not contain so wavy detaile wx the Memorandum iiiclowure No, 1, but in general it 
‘shows proposed reductions in the personne,” and an increase of amounts for improven 
‘of the accommodation to be given to shipping. 

We have taken our figures forthe calculation of the surtax 
expenditure und reeeipts of 1872 rather than from the Budget of 1873 

Tnclosure No. 2 shows that after deducting reevipts from other sources, n fixed charge 
of 14,800,000 francs hins to bo tnet before the shareholders can touch any dividend. 

Melosare No. 3 shows how the surtax of 3 francs diminishing to zero has been 
calculated with the amount of dividend that. it will give at difforent totals of toonage, the 
caltmmer in Which the rates of dividend recede: nfter reduction of the surtax, and finally 
vaeavours to show that commerce eatt support the increase of tol, whereas without ity It 
the Coropany lus to revert to the net tonnage, the sharcholders would have no 
Of rereitdng t reasonable dividend for somo time to come, and would experience dif 
ip ruaintaioing the Canal in a navigable state 


om the netaal 


We have, &e 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
P, FRANCIS. 


cen a eee 
No. 569. 


Colonel Stokes ond Sir P. Francis to Earl Granvilté.—(Received Noeember 14.) 


a ae 
TIN’ uur No. 15; Confidential, of the tet ultimo, we had) the ono to indicate 
Caen a. sordship the particalors of negotiation wits the French Delezates, which 
Fea oe orroot with m view to arrive nt an understanding on the sabject of the Soe 


Canal dues, and our motives for entertaining it > 
‘On the following day, the Ist instant, we met the French Delegates again, not 
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offically, but in presence of the greater part of our colleagues, to hear whether they could 
Sccept our proporals as a basis for reference to our respective Governments. 

‘There did not seem much hope of arriving at an understanding, as M.Rumean reverted 
to his proposals in favour of an increase of tonnage in preference to an increase of toll 
Which wo again, as we had previously, absolutely refused. He took special objection both 
to the form of our proposal and to the amount of surtax claimed, He objected to the 
opening clause, which passes jadgment, in his opinion, on the Company. The latter 
might be condemned by & tribunal, but he enuld not conseat that in an arrangement of this 
natoro it should condemn itself, Holding as he docs that the Company is exercising ite 
righte in lorying the maximum toll on the gross tonnage. 

Ho ‘maintained that, in uccepting the suetax proposed, the Company would 
be relinquishing n large roveave to which it has right ta perpetuity, rypmesented. by 
fan increase of GO per cent. on the toll, of, in other words, to a perpetanl wurinx ef 
B franca; whereas wo offered only < francs, whieh, at no distant period, would cease, On 
Uheit part the French Dolegutes were ready to. concede that the present. state of things 

uid not last for ever, ive up @ portion of the amoant, but looking at. the 

+ of the Company, they demanded that the sortax should bo 4 feancn at fest, 

diminishing very gradually. ‘The Baron d'Avril observed. that 4 portion of the receipts 

dent of the aavigation dues, whieh we had taken into account—namely, 1,000,000 

nor for rent and sale of lands—could not be considered a permanent source of 

ne, as it must bo very snuch reduced in a few yeurs. We replied that if the French 

Delegates took exception to the form of our proposition, that was a point which might be 

got over, as we were ready to modify the wording of the armngement In such a tamner 

su would not wound the susceptibilities of the Company, It belng of cous: not expected 
that in an araleable arrangement the Company shoakd condemn itself. 

But, we observed, in replying to M, Ramenu's remark that the pretensions of the 
Company being that they have a right to what is equivalent to an increnso of & froncs a 
ton for ever, and that thoy are therefore making a great concession in accepting a decreasing 
charge, that we could not regard the arrangement in that light. 

‘The arrangement was proposed in view of the pending vote on gross toonage, in which 
fan overwhelming majority would pronounce in favour of Movrsom's gross. ton, a 


fortpending satoment of the oficial net tonnage was imminent, which would reslt 


Jn the Company's being obliged by the Bubline Porte to reaume the rode of levying 
Drnctived prior to Lat Jaly, 1872. We, therefore, could only Took upon our propeation 
44s « liberal concession to the financial necessities of the Company, and we {ult brand to 
clare that we could not advance beyond the amount of surtax proposed, which, indeed, 
Wt might be doubtful whether we could get aceepted by Her Majesty's Government. 

As regarded Bacon d’Avnil' rewark on the portion of revenue derived rom the rent 
and salo of lands, wo otwerved that that was a point which had not escaped our attention, 
but that wo considered that it was a source of revenue which would last ns long asthe 

tix of 3 francs, it being probable that as soon as pending questions are settled the total 

bot tonnage will quickly reteh 2,000,000 tooe; but, we aided, this was a point that we 
should be ready to discus with a view to fixing the totaly at which the sustax would be 
‘tocemively reduced atm ather higher igure for each, 

Wo thon appeated to our colleagues generally 10 bear testimony to the conciliatory 
spirit in which the proposal for an arangexent bad been met by uy and to the liberality 
of the terme proposed, 

‘This evoked from the greater part of those proxent a fall recognition of these points. 

‘The French Delegates would vot definitely accept our proposals, but stited Urat they 
had telegraphed to Paris both thei igure of 4 franes and our of 3 francs. We 
thein to take note that 3 franos was the very highest figure that we could recommend, 
though wo might discuss the tonnage totale, 

further intimated that we were not disposed to delay any longer the vote on yross 
tonnage, and the President was therofore requested to convoke a general meeting of the 
Coumaission for to-morrow the ath. 

Che minor prix in our proposal were not again discussed, but from whot passed on 
the 0th we think that no difioulty will bo raised relative to troops not being considered 
48 prussengors when passing through the Canal in troop-ships, 

We ‘telegraphed to. your Lordabip on tho st the general results of the private 
tmocting of tlt day, with certain, Sigares drawn fom the general calculation givens our 
despatch No: 16, that your Lordship may sce that the amount. proposed i not out of 
proportion to the necessity of the ease, 

1 may dappem that before this despatch aches your Lordship we may have bad to 
telegraph that the understanding has come to nothing ; in fact we are not very sanguine of 


ail 


the contrary oceurzing; bt we shall feel ansious to learn whether the terms stated in our 
despatches 15 ond 16 mest with the approval of Her Mojesty’s Government and may be 
s=xin put forward if opportunity offers. They appear to us, subject to verification of 
figures, a reasonable solution of the Canal diffical 
We have, Sc, 

(Signed) J. STOKES. 
- P. FRANC 


No. 570. 


Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Prancis to Earl Granville.—(Received Novownber 14.) 


Thevapia, Novewiber 4, 1873, 
have the honour to report that the International Tononge Commission met 
n onder to close the discussion on the questi 
‘ascertaining the gros tonnage of vexsels 2" 

‘We had the honour to report in our No. 1 of the 24th ulthmo the propos 
Fronch Delegates nnd th tou by which we proposed to affirm the gross tonnage of | 

ip to be best deterwaived by the English “The voting on this resolution 
‘has beon deferred till to-day for reasons given in our receut Reports, 

‘The result of the discussion was briefly sent to your Lordship this evening in the 
following telegra The Commiasion to-day proceeded to vote on the question of gros 
tonnage. ‘The French Delegates proposed first to take a vote on the utilizable tonnage, 
Their’ proposition was rejected by nine voter to three. They then announced thole 
intention to abstain from 10 further part in the discussions. "The proposition to pre 
the English gross tonnage ox boss for deductions was then carried by 10 votes, ‘The 
Vreoch and Russian Delegates abstalned frow voting.” 

‘The French Delegates would not accept x conciliatory vote proposed by the German 
Delegate to the effect that the vote on tonnage would not prejudiewthe discu 
uestions, such ax those relative to the Suex Canol, but insisted that th 
Soa tected by asimplo expression of * y A majority of p 
provounced agninat it, the Fr legntes 
them in the first in uno, Chat the 
French Government had accepted the invitation to the Commission on thes grounds 
which bad been contested by no other Government, that the instructions to the Ottoman, 
Delegates also prescribed this courxc ;—as the Commission has not chaser to adopt it, thoy 
toust abstain from taking further purt in the discussions, 

After observations from several Delegates, we observed that the French Delegates 
were the best judges of the course their uty preseribed 10 then, but that we could not 
admit that the instructions of the Ottoman legates wore binding on the Commission. 
‘We pointed out that the invitation to tho Commission did not indieato the partioular order 
of discussion insisted on by the Freach Delegates—this invitation is, "To find an nen 
mode of measuring vessels, and to fix a standard ton which should serve at tho samo time 
‘08a basis both for commercial transactions and for the levying of dues. 

‘Thix we considered would be fully socomplished by the English system of measure 
‘ment, and by tho ton established by law. We could not therefore admit the validity of 
the pretext advanced by the French Delogates for abstaining from further discussion, aa 
drawn from the Ottoman instructions, especially ax the poiat raised by them would 
uaturally be decided by the vote on net tonnage, 

A vote was then taken on the resolution of the Dutch Delogute which embodied the 
Views of the majonity, the Prench and Russian Delegates sbstaining from voting, The 
Delegates of the remaining ten Powers voted unanimously in favour of the Euglisl aw. 

‘On a proposition to define tho mode of application of tho English law to covered-in 
spaces on deck, n resolution was voted to tho effect that gross tonnage comprives the 
measurement of all space below the upper deck, and ofall permanently clowed and cover 
in spaces above the upper deck. We wete careful not to commit ourselves to an opinion 
‘on the subject of spaces covered by awning decks but riot closed In, although  presed todo. 
$0, on account of the difficulties on this subject, which the letter of the Board of Trade of 
the 20th ultimo, contained in your Lonship's No, 8 of the 24th altitno, presses upon our 
notice, 

‘We took occasion in to-day’s discussion to dwell. upon. consideration to be deduood 
from wate Paragraph but two of your Lordsbi jirvotions of the 6th September, 

SN 
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namely, that the final determination of the details of measurement and of any points left 
‘open, would be properly left to the Commission which might eventually be assembled in 
London to give efféct to the recommendations of the present Commission. 
We have, &. 
(Signed) "J, STOKES. 
P. FRANCIS. 





No. 571. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francie to Karl Granville —(Received November 14.) 


(No. 19.) 
My Lov, ‘Therapia, November 4, 187: 

AFTER the disovssion tovday, ia which tho French Delegates, as reported in our 
No. 18,of this date, exprossed theit inteotion of abstaining from taking further part in. the 
discussions, the Baron d'Avril, addrvssing Colonel Stokes privately. reverted to the 

it for effecting a settlemont of the Sue Canal dificulty. Assuming 

system of determining net tonnage will give a higher tonnage thin the present 

mode of deducting 32 per cent. from the gross toniage, and that a year or two must elapse 

Vefore w change in the law could be effected, and the enlarged net tonnage be introduced, 

her we would add to the surtax a proportional amount for such a period ; 

for instance, assusning that the increase in not tonnage from the ebange of law would be 
10 per cent, would we ad 1 frame a ton to the wurtax for two 
French Delogatos would warmly recommend the adoption of su 

Colonel Stokes ashored to our offer of the Ist instant, which wo then de, 
the extreme limit to which we could go in coinmending the amount of a surtax, but that 
wo were always ready to discum the question of maximum tonnage at which the surtax 
should cease. 

We have, however, thoright it right to acquaint your Lordship this evening, by a 
‘eypher telegram, with this demand on the part of tho Pronch Delegates, and with our 
‘opinion that we consider thelr present attitude on the tonnage question likely to be only 
temporary, andl dependent on the terms they eat got on the Suex Caval dues. : 

‘The havo abstained from farther on auch a aight pretext, that it seems 
improbable that they will long malotaia that attitude. Tn fact, they have ‘separated fron 
the Commission at the moment that the latter formally adapted the law which has w 
recently become the taw in France. Except for the sake of the Sucz Canal, they could 
not consistently urge the adoption of any other; indeed, thoy bave both adwitted that but 
for that question they woold huve nothing to say agulat the Raglsh ton. 

fe have, fe. 
(Signet) J. STOKES, 
P. FRANCIS, 


Inclosure | in No. 
Memorandum presentedt by M. de Lessepa to the Freeh Mieister of Commerce on the Vat of 


March, 1573, giving Summary Explanations of the Budget of Expenditure of the Sure 
Cunat Company for 1873. 


ON s rout, & propos ie tariation aloptic dans te Canal de Sues parti di 
ni 


let Juillet, 1872, que li Compngnle wuenlt ea avnntage A reduire vex dépeases plutoe qu’'s 
herchee un acedlosement de reesttes dans ne abgmentation du pane, 

Catto argumentation vere faclement ddtrute par un examen rapide da budget de 
VAdministration da Canal de Suez. 

LA dépetive totale prfvue pour 1873, en dehors des intértts dus aux actionnaires, ot 
non compels acquisition dune dmgue matine de 600,000 francs A prélever sur le fond do 
premier eublissement ¥'idve h 16,076,017 francs. 

‘Sur cette some 11,707,790 francs sont employes au paiement des docialen 
qui sont Imposée 8 la ‘Compagnie ot ne sont suscoptibles daucune nédoction; elles 
Soraprennents— as di 

Le werrice des coterie cela des bs renter, o conte des Ggaverenente 

‘ot Ottoman (appointements da Commissaire), les impéts payés A Etat pour len 
HL ices de ls Sockhd Stee hin Boar de Pari a ye 


Déduction faite de ces M1, 0 francs, les dépenses & Végard desquelles 
Sexereer Is surveillance da Conseil Wadministration sont do 4,869,000 franes dont il y 
lieu de rechercher Vemplei. 

‘Cette somme est répartic entre les services suivants -— 


Aduinictesticn centrale 
Agrore eoplrivare et eines 03 Egy 

‘Teamt ot targa a 

Domaine : : ane 
ar (alimentation de Port Sal 18,300 
Serio muttaive domain st . so,00 
Kore du Canal ct ateirs de véparaion ; : 1900.71 


Tele Me ce err 


Reprenons suecessivement et en détail ces divers servioes, 

Administration Centrale coute 610,800 francs, — Ls chapiteex de cette partio da 
Dudget sont lex suivante:—Administration Ginérale—Fraix do inission, fraix judiciaives, 
tlnbre et négociations de traitos, timbres do quittances et W'accusés de réception d'eapaces 
‘on France et en Exypte, 107,800 f 

Allocation du Couseil d'Adininisteation, compasd du Pedailent, de quatre Membres du 
Comité de Dircotion et de seize Adaiuisteateurs, 102,500 frames, ' Cotte allocation, votdo 
par !'Assombléo Générale des Actionnalros était do 203,500 france, pondant la période do 
construction du Canal, Elle & été depuis 1870 réduite spontandinent par Je conveil & 
102,500 francs, c'estaldire de moitié pour toute la période pendant laquelte leo wotionnairen 
secont privés de la réunéeation de leur capital, 

Sur-ce erédit, lo Peésideut de ta Couspagnic reooit, 25,000 franca; il Iui ext on plas 
attribud 60,000 franes i titre de frais de reprdsentation aur lox. 107,800 france, désignd 
cidesxus vous 1a qualification des dépenses Administration Générale. 

Chacun des membres du Comite de Direction, y compris lex deux Vioe-Prosidents qui 
en font partic, ne touchent pas annuellement plas de 8,000 fr 

Le personnel du Secrétariat Général, du so ‘exploitation, de Ia comptabilité 
ceatral du cootentionx représente une dopense de 225,000 fe 

Pour donner une fd¢e de In modération des appoiotements du personne, it 
faire romarquer que lee deux principaux chefs de service rogoivent, le Séerdtairo Général 
15,000 fr. et le Chef de la Comptabiite ot des titres 12,000 fh. 

ies finis divers sont de $7,000 fr, Ils comprennent Iéx fmpbts et nrsurances de 
a a S Compags f & Paris: Ventrotien et Fe ny ee = eae i eae 
locatives, I"habillement des gargons do buroay, le chavitige, 'clairago et Io service des 
aux, les fourilures de butealy les lopiittas ls ports et afeanchssonbnts do Tere, 
paquets, télégramnos, envol de documents, &. 

Ta publicité coute 58,600 fr., cette vomme couvre los frais suivante >— 

Asscuiblécs Générales (annonces, rapports, location de Ta salle pour le» réunions) ; 
valletin décadaire, publication des recettes ; inscrtious et annonces diverscs; abonnements 
et ochits des livres, sténagraphe, agence dé Londres. 

Ta Service se Agence Supérieure ot des cnisses d'Egypte ost chargé do tn Direction 
de I'Administration, dew rapports avec Je Gouvernement, des encaissements ot des uv 
de fonds, il se compose do I'Agence d’Alexandrie ot dea Caines de Port Safd ot 'Istinin, 
il dépense 236,000 fr. pour traitement du personnel, gngos des gens de servioe, layer de 
TAgence d’Alexandrie, entreticn du mobilice et réparntion locatives, fournitures do bureau, 
et impressions administratives, affranchissements de lettres at diptches, timbre et 
ndgociation do traits, change de mounaics, fxis judicinires, sbonnements nix journnax, 
indemnités de déplacement, frain généraux Wes ridences adsiniatratives & Tsuinilin et a 
Port Said, transports de foods. 

Pour permettre d'apprécler combien ee erédit est modérd, nous forons observor 
seulement que le ebiffre du traitement de VAgent Supéricur eat de 25,000 fr, dane une villa 
oi la cherté de Kexistence est notoire. 

“Transit ot navigation, 1,000,000 fr. Ce service a pour olyot dasurce aux navires 
transitant par le Canal Vexactitude et Ja stourité du passage, i comprend des ndcessités 
uoltiples quil serait peut-ttre un pet long dé détailler dass une note aéstreinte. Nous 

0 revue les points. 

Il y'a la direction ‘du service, le télégrapho rar uno tigne do 100 hiloy Jes ngences de 
Port Said, d'Tsmailia et de Suez, onze gates, le rémorquage et le pilotage. 

La dkpense seule réwultant pour Ia Compagnie de Vobligaticn Wentretion des 

wweurs et divers boteaux on canots i vapeur pour le transport ves voyageurs, entre 
Vort Said et Ismailia et pour le service, ext de 700,000 fr. 
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Pour le personnel dont In dépenso est de 300,000 fry nous rémarquerous que le chef 
de service 1 20,000 fr. les agents les plus payés aprbs Tui sont lee agente de Pele Sarg et 
de Suez; ils regoivent 10,000 fr. chacun ; les chefs de gare ont 4,200 fr. Il faut obserser 
que leve porte 

Tes atatelots exaployes aux Ports do’ Port ald ‘do Seon et aux gares content 
150,000 fr. 

Les pilotes représentent tune dépense de 200,000 f 

Le surplus s'explique par les frals divers du service. 

To domaine est charge tation des terrains qui appartiennent en commun 
au Gouvernement Fayptien et ila Compagnie: il est de plus chargé de Ventreticn des 
bithments de la Compagnie, i uk onto n tout tin envdit de 300,000 fr. 

Les finis de exploitation du domaine commun s'élavent & 190,000 f., les objets 
rincipaux auxnuels ils subviennent sont le traitement du personnes,'les fournitures de 
rureats ot lonpressions, Tes ports et alfanchimements de lettres ct les dépéches, les 
placements, ot courves diverse, les frais julicisires, Is suevellance ete pinuctage des 
terrain, Tentretion dos appointements, les plantations et emais de culture, les preopretions 
de terrains, ta ervation de voies, fe mnoadiminage. 

Les dépenses ayant pour objet Menttetien et te gurdicnnage des bitiments de la 
Compagnie est de 110,000 fr, 

La sorvice des eaux couto 160,000 fr. Il n pour bit dialimenter Port Said dean 
once. Une machine & vapour fonotionne i Ismailia of de Ii fournit do Venu A Port Satd 
gt A la partie du Canal comprise entre cex deux villes, au moyen d'une conduite de 
75 kilom. de long, 

Dans cette déponse annuelle de 180,000 fr. ne sont compris ni Vintérst ni Vamortiae- 
‘mont du capital de 3,5:i534 fr. 70-c. employs & la création de Vusive d'Tarnallia, et dea 

conduites, 

Ces 160,000 fr. servont & pourvoir au traitement duu personnel, aux fmnis de déplace- 
‘ment, aux acquisitions de charbon et le matigees diverses, aux réparations 

Le service de manté actuel eat We dernier reste du service que la Compagnie a dé avoir 
pendant In période de consteuction, alors qu'il fallait aeaurvr les sointe médienux net 
Nombeeux ouvrions occupés aux travaux do creusement da Canal, 

Dis que le Canal a été ouvert, ta Compagnie a suppritné co service qui ne lui contait 
Pas molns de 400,000 frames pir wi. 

Adjourd’hut i Port Said wt 8 Suex, i y m dex médecios libres auxquels le personnel 
veut avoir recours, A Tsmailin tos mide murces nvexistalent pas et ila fallu conserver 
lun medecin et. vn pharmacien. Tas déponse: qui, 'année demnigee encore, était: de 25,000 
francs n été réduite en 1873 i 11,925 francs, 

Lo setvice de Tentrutien du Canal, da matériel et des tungusins dépensora cette année, 
1,900,000 fraves. 

Si Ton veut se reporter aux doutes qui ont été pendant de tongues anodes expriméa 

powibilité denteetenie te Cunat en bon gat de mavigabilité on ne trouvern pas 

xv cette dépense dle 1,000,000 franen. 

Lies frnin généraus: de permonnel et dares sont de 800,000 francs. Litugéniour Chet 
do Borviow wn que 20,000 finnes duppointements, Le personnel sutit aux besoin ane 
seulement de entration du Canal prop + tals encorn des atdlcrx de Port Satd qui 
sont atiliséa aux réparntionn dos navires ayant subi des avarice en mer; de mutéiy 
de tmetion et du matériel de dragage, 

Lientrotien dit matériel dex travaux cute 80,000 francs. 

Les travaux d'amélioration tels que eeGatfone de gares, et augmentation des anciennes, 
donnent liew i uno déperine do 00,000 fraies 

Las frais d'ontrotion du Canal, dex berges et dex jétdes #élivent & 1,200,000 francs. 

Pur \'éanmération sotnimaire qui vient d'étre faite dew diversen partios du budget de ta 

ie de Soe, on w pa se convainere do Yenploi motive des 16,576,000 francs de 
Adpenses obligatoirys que ta sovigté doit solder avant de songer A adiwettre aux actionnales 
Jo moindre intérét da capital engaaée 5 

Nous croyons restcr dans une limite modérée en portant & 17,000,000 en chitres 
onde extto somvine de 10,076,000 francs afin. de mettre Ja Compagnio d mbme de consth 
twee le fonds de eoulement indispenmable dans toute opération et de réaliser ler traveme 
extmarilinaires et Imprévus qo'ellos seruit amenée & effectuer. 

‘On a déjd vu quo aut oes 16,570,000 france, 11,700,000 francs servent & scquitter dew 
charges sociales abwotaments irétuctibles, 

Quant atx cing autres millions quel est Tadwinitratear, méme fe_plus expérimenté 
gui se chorgerit de néaliser des Sconomies sutfisantes pour entichir la Compagte, quand 
0 sait que la nouvelle tarification me donne pas, dans T'état actuel du snourement 
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Commercial, une somme annvellement disponible de plus de 5,000,000 frnnes, équivalent 
A un intérét de 24 pour cent du capital souscrit par les actionnaires. 

‘Mais Ja Compagnie de Snez mérite-t-elle Jes insinuations que repondent contre elle 
des adversaires intéressés A vivre & ses dépens t 

Depuis Tiosuguration du Canal de Suez les actos successifs du Conseil d’Admi 
tration témoignent du soin constant quill n mis & simplifier les scrvices ct A réduire les 
Aépenses. 

En pessant, le Ler Janvier, 1870, de ln période de construction & In période d'exploi= 
tation, les frais de personnel ont été dimninués dune somme de 600,000 francs, 

Plos tard Jonqu'une connaissance plus parfaite des bevoins do Texploitation a été 
Pratiquement sequiso, une nouvelle duction a été opérie ; est uinsi que le Busiget do 
872 ‘comparé  calui de 1871, présente encore sur le personnel uno économie de 
40,000 frau. 

Il ext permis dencourager la Compagnie de Suex d persévérer dans fa volo oi elle est 

pals on ne snurait, wana faire prouvo d’an esprit do parti pris, mécounaltre. set 

efforts ou contester les Sconiomies qu'elle a dj rialaées ; on no aaurait nooples prétondre 
ue Hur une somme de 5,000,000 france elle doit trouver, par de nouvelles modifications de 
Sea service, le mioyen de rétribuer 200,000,000 fmatiex d'actions qui, depuls plus de trois 
‘ans attendent leur rémunération, tandis quo le Canal enriehit le commerce 


——<—<—______ 


Tnolowure 2 in No, 671, 


Comtrantsox of the Figures given in the Poblished Statement of tho Expenditure of the 
Tagg, Ca Company for the Year 1872, with the Budget of the Company for 
873. 


Bulge fr 148, rent fr 187. 
Nase of Rapentitare. — 
Dewi, | Dewale. | to 
Tram, 
1, Interest and sabing nd of haus. 11,707,780 11,817,000 
2 By 


(¢.) Slaton exponen 107,800 
{5} Comveit ie | S]rex:s00 
238;000 


soot 


(8) Mintonasee uf bike 
sono}. 801,040 


ets fe. « 
) Sailr at Hor Sui Bara he a ee 672801 


(a) Tug steamer boats ct of working, he 
(o) Misellaneo ae 


os nar 

iar — otsoun 
e100. | 

K sroe02 | 


sn | 
sign | 





naan |. 
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Ruccutrrs of 1872. 


{eit ploinge 
{BY en 
U3 tenn of Gating yaa 2 


4. (a) Brot om sur: ue to th partion wath 
{5} ment of plant and upply of balan v9 veel 


16,293,800 


5. Miscltaneh vest frown fre water uaa 
Dest transit ce 


Repo for 1875 were 


Total 
{Sy 1440, 000 eae 


Sco Amount on Inclosure No, 3 to be covered by Tolls before Shareholders can touch 


Dividend. . 
Si J, STOKES. 
Gene) FRANCIS, 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 871 


, nothing on the 
raination of the Effect of a Surtax of 3 fremen @ ton decreasing to nothing 
eamigaton of 1M PQce Saat Company, and onthe Shipping which you though the 
Canal, 
> o by M. de Leseps, in his 
CCORDING to the Statemont of Accounts submitted by 
Seer tne Company. to th gonral een of th sharealers on the 
Vétb Joly, 1873— 
The expenses for the your 1473 amnountel 19 
Te recep indepondont ofthe watigaton den, to 
Tol ane 


‘Pho amount to cover by duce may therefore be taken in round numbers at 


14,600,000 franos. 


‘he net tonnage, occording to 4 Return furnished by Mr. Vivian, amounted— 


To 1970." 
Wit to 


‘The rapid increase of the fist three years was immediately checked by the ‘imposition 
One re estes on. the gross tonnage, aided probably by other, causes; the total 
cea sage in the Brat sx mouths of 1873 waa only 1,078,228 tons, the net toaoage of 
Ree arauld be ‘nbout 733,193, against a net tonnage in the frst six months of 1872 of 
889,564, oF dling queaion wil: however, doabiless resto the movement through 
the Catal to its former proportions with an increase -— ae 

sata 
fate 


‘ ‘ ‘ of 
Supping bt freon to De only 10 per craton the your 872, the tamage of 
Phat woldte soe naa iert aime 3 
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40 that it is not to much to assume that in 1874 the met tounage will amount to 
7,500,000. 

‘The proposition a$ it at present stands’ that the Company should levy a surtax of 
3 francs until the total net tonnage reaches 2,000,000; after ‘that 2 francs, until the 
otal net tonnage reaches 2,15 nd thencoforward 1 franc till the tonnage re 
2,300,000; after which all surtix should cease for ever. 

‘The working of this would be nx follows — 


Titer Didueting | ate of Interest 
14,300,000 Pavnce| to larebdor 


Total of Doe 


Vins Yer out 


2.100.000 
20) 

Eyed 300,000, 
12330,900 23,300.00 


After which the Company would resp the beneftt of 
without reductior 

If the tonaage increase oaly at tho rato of 10 per cent, por annuin, the surtax will 
cxaso allogeter i five Yara 

“The highest about produced by toll on passeigers fay obe year up too prosent 
time hn not excended 63,000 franca, equal te dlvifend of G8 por Cnt-—ras this amount 
wil fall considerably I troops ewes to be charged aa passengers, the atnount of dividead 
‘accruing from this source would probably not be large, 

Tt docs not appear likely that the aurtax of 3 france por net ton would opernte very 
deteentaly to cotomeree: “rom the Ist July, 1872, to tho Lot July, 1473; e147 ahipe, 
‘with a net tonnage of 1,282,777 tons passed through, ax against 990 verslx, with a not 
tonnage of 1,290,569," from let July, 1871, to lat July, 1872. 

‘Aidhough those ‘gures show 3 considemble cheek tothe tate of ioereas, it is clear 
that the taxation of tho grom tonnage, which amounts in round numbers to an addition 
OFS faves per net. ton, Joes not set is 8 probiition on vewelspasing, and. Wie 
probable tbat the redoction to 3 tranon, wih tho prompect of eventually returlng to. the 
Ud rote wll given fea anu to tho tad nls morootee 1a be 
taken into considertion thatthe great 1 1 iad quite 
as much to do with this check x the raising oC tho toll, Unless fresh derangemonts of the 
labour market occur in England, it is hoped that those prices will continue to decline as 
they have already done since the beginning of thie year. 

(Signed) J. STOR! 
P. FRANCIS, 


Mr. Farrer to Mr. Lister-—(Recrived November 14.) 


Bouril of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, November 13, 1873. 
rected by the Hoard of ‘Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the effect of » communication ou the subject of the Suex Canal 

¢ nt) by the French Changs d'Affaires 
Ti, by that communication, it is fotended that Her Majesty's Government nro asked to 
authorize their Delegates at Constantinople to depart from the gross meavuresnent of the 
internal cabical contents of shipk knowa the Moorrom method, the Doan of Trade 
think that it is out of the question for Her Majenty's Government to agree to the 
proposal, 


have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘T. H. FARRER. 


Thin zaoat is sue up of $87 vowels, net tonnage, 880,564, for Sint Ball of 1872. ‘The anoust of 
400.284 fae 408 somcte in aeecel tabl-wf 3871 se enlalatod frm the average Hoe be year, ot 003 wet tae per 
Tees The ancunt €00,085 ie therfore approximate. 
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Mr. Farrer to Viecount Enfield. —(Received November \4,) 


My Lord, Board of Traile, Whitehall Gardens, November 13, 1873. 
TAM direoted by the Bound of ‘Trade to acknowledge the recipt of yon llr of 

tho 13th instant, inclosing a telegram dated the 19th instant from the British Come 

tiissionces at Constantinople on the subject of deduction on account of erex spaces, & 

‘The Board of Trade have great doubts whether it is expedient that any such 
deductions should be allowed, but, ax Lord Granville is aware, deductions for crew space 
are now allowed by British law without any timitation in amount. 

Under theve cireomstances, the Boant of Trade think that Her Mejesty's Goverment 
cannot object in the caso of the Soex Canal to allowing some deduction for crew space ou 
tho ono hand, or to limiting that deduction on the oth 

‘What the exact limitation should be the Board of "Tra 
they see 10 reason why the maximum of deductions for 
‘han that for steamers which often carry larger crews 

Ttis of course understood that the Government pledge themselves to nothing on this 
point, either as rogards international tonnage or ax regards British law 

Thave, ke. 
(Bigned) "TH, FARRER 


No. S74. 
Colonel Stoker and Sir P. Francis to Karl Granville—(Received November 14.) 


(Telograpic) Constantinople, November V4, 1873, 
COMMISSION has not refined to examine vilisble tonnage Tn ies proper onder 
determining nett tonnage. 
Commission copsiders gross tonnage to represent ship's total capacity. French 
dolegates would make gross tonnage equal to total cubical contents after deducting non 
uutiizble space. Our despatches Nos. 10, 1, 13, and 18, up to th instant, will 
explain more ally. 


No. 875, 
Earl Growville to Colonel Stokes and Sie P. Francia, 


Foreign Office, November 15, 1873. 
(TL reference to my despatch No. 15 of the 7th instant, I inclose, for your 
information ond guidance, copies of further letters from the Board of ‘Trade relative to. the 


‘Suez Canal question.* 
Lam, &e, 


(For Karl Granville), 
(Signed) TT, V. LISTER. 
No, 676. 
Earl Granville to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, November 15, 1873, 
WITH reference to your telegram of the 12th instant, Her Majesty's Governtnent do 
not object, in the case of the Suez Canal, to allowing some deduction for orew space, on the 
‘one hand, orto Fimiting that deduction om the other. ‘ 
‘They ace no rexzon why the maximum of deductions for ssiling ships should be greater 
than that for steamers, which often carry larger crews. 
derstood that Hor Majesty's Government pledge themselves to oothing 


ternational tonnage of British law. 


1 Non, 835 and 550, 


19 
No. 577. 
Mr, Lister to Mr. Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, November 1 

ITH reference to previous correspondence, 1 am’ directed by Eurl Granville to 
transmit fo you a copy of a further telegram from the Beitish Delegates at the Suez Canal 
Commission and Tami to request that, in laying the sine before the Lords of Trade, you 
Will move their Lordships to favour Lord Granville, at their earliest convenience, with such 
‘observations as they imay have to offer thereupon, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


No. 578. 


Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Granvilte-—(Received November 17.) 


(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, November 18, 1879, 

‘OUR Lodship's telogram of yesterday would seem to imply’ that the Commission ia 

supposed to he considering special ton for the Suce Cavol: such is not the ense, 

nding to the terius of the invitation of tho Porte, the Commission ia ondoavourlog to 

I for general adoption, aud it would not be advisable to propose 

‘The points upon which we solicited your Lordship's 

ractioas bad reference to general systom ‘of tonmage, but your Lariship's anewer 
alludes only to the Canal. 


Mr. Farrer to Mr. Lister-—(Reecived November 17) 


Boordt of Tyade, Whitehall Gardens, November . 
'H reference to your letter of the Ith iostunt, inolosing telegram from the Brith 
at Constanti e tant, Lam ‘direoted by the Hoard of ‘Trade to 
at you fo inform Lord Granville tht the Hoard of Trade have nothing to add to thelr 
letter of the 13th inatant on the rarie subject. 
It ought, however, to be moat distinctly understood by the Delegates, not only that 
Her Majesty's Government are unable to altor the present English law without the 
tity of Partiament, but that they cannot and do not bind themselves to, recommer 
Pastianeot any propor arising out ofthe decisions of the Constantinople Con 
uti hey have bad a full opportunity of considering carey, nor, unless, ar 40 consi 
dering it, they are satisfied that it in right in itself and that it would bo accepted by shove 
interested. fn other words, the law concerning British tonnage must be sottled hore and 
sot at Constantinople. 
ti most important that there should be no misunderstanding on this point. ‘The 
Board of Trade have, a8 Lord Graville is aware, always unyed that tho settlement of 
international tonnage generally (involving ws it does that of British tonnage) cannot be 
effectually determined by a nople for the purpose of 
dealing with the Suet Canal ; aid they have been placed in some difficulty by the unex 
pected course of events ot Constantinople, which hax made the settlement of an inter 
ational ton the frst business of the Commission, To the settlement of that question, #0 
ir Ws the Suez Canal Is concerned, erery fucility ought, tn the opinion, of the Baard of 
Trade to be giveo. But thoy arc anxious that the Comtniasionore should not for the 
purpose of settling the Suex Canal question, appear to pledge Her Majesty's Goveramont 
to undertakings on the geoeral subject of international tounnge which they will be unable 
to perfor. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "T.-H. FARRER, 


ee a a 


5P 
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No. 680, 
Mr, Farrer to Mr. Lister-—(Received November 17. 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, Novewber V7, 187 

IN reply to your letter of tondny's date, inclosing a telegram froin Colono! Si 
the 16th instant, Tam directed Bonrd of Trade to refer you to my letter of ¢ 
instant, and to state that, in tho opinion of the Board tho telegram now sene proves bey 
doubt the importance at once, and by telegraph, of communicating to the British Com 
missioners the contents of my letter of tho 13th above referred to. 

T have, & 
(Signed) T.-H. FARRER. 


a 


No, 681. 


Far! Grancitle to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis. 
(No. 25) 
Gentlemen Foreign Off 
WITH reference to tay telegram of the 12th instant, I iock 
8 copy of a letter from the Board of ‘Trade relative to the c 
French Chargé d'A fires on the subject of the proceodiags of 
the International ‘Tonnage Commission.* 
1am, &e. 
Signed)” GRANVILLE. 


—————— ee as ae 
No. 582 
ter to Mr. Farrer. 
Sis Foruign Office, November 17, 1873. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 15th instant, Tam directed by Earl Granville 


to tranamit to you a copy of « telegram from the British Delegates at the Tnter- 
national ‘Tonnage Commission containing further explanations with regard to. the 


coun proposed to be followed by then a the: Commie Lam to request that, 


in laying tho same before the Lords of Trade, you will move their Lanlships to fhvour Lord 
Granville, at their cartiest convenience, with such obscrvations as they may have to olfer 


thereupon. 
a Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 583. 
Earl Granville to Colonel Stokes ant Sir P. Francie, 


Felographie,) Foreign Office, November 18, 1873, 
WITH reference to your telegrams of the 11th and 16th instant, Her Majesty's 
Government aro not only unable to alter tho present Englinh law without’ the authority of 
Parliament, bat they cannot bind themselves to recommend to Parliament any proposal 
arising out of the decisions of the International Cominiasion until they have had a full 
opportunity of examining it carefully, nor unless they are aatistiod that it l right in itself 
and would’ be accepted by those lntarested 
In thot, the law concerning British tonnage must be settled in London and not at 
Constantinople, Further instructions by post, 


——.. SAWV_— (a Oe 
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No. 584, 
Earl Granville to Me. Vivian, 


Foreign Office, Novewber 18, 1873. 
1 HAVE bod under my consideration your despatch No. 29, Commercial, of the 
13th of September last, relative to the conteact dimetsions of the Suex Canal, togoth 
With the report of the Jnteruational Comtniesion und the plan of the Canal which were 
forwarded’ by you to this ofce on the 19th ultinos nnd it now traouatting to gov ee 
such observations ax you may have to offer, copy of a Momoranduin on the subject 
which has been prepared at this office, I have to jnstrict you to inform me, should you 
be able to do so, us to what action, if any, was taken upon the report of tho internation 
‘Commission, and how the recommendations therein contaixid cote not to be carried ott, 
‘You will also report whethiet the Porte aad the Khedive acquiesced in the dimiusians 
of the Canal being reduced, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


=. 


No, 585, 
Mr, Lister to Mr, Farrer. 


Sir, Forrign Office, November 18, 1873, 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, 1 am: diveoted by Earl Granville’ to 
trmamit to you the accom watches from the Tivitish Commissioners at 
Constantinopie,® relating to the question of the Suez Canal dues; and I am to requoat 
that, in laying the same before the Lords of Trade, you will move their Lordships. to 
favour Lord Granville, at thelr earliest conv with any observations which they 
may have to offer thereupon. 

Tam, &0, 
(Signed) T. V, LISTER, 


586. 
Earl Granville to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Prancle 


Foreign Offer, Novenier 18, 1873, 
oh lave ed wader thar Sonslaraon {your telograms 

the 11th and 16th iastan ive to the proceedings of the International Commission 
for the settlement of questions connceted with tho Suez Canal dues; and 1 have now 
to inform you that Hor Majesty's Government are not only unable to alter the present 
English law without the authority of Parliament, but that they cannot and do not bind 
themselves to recommend to Parliament any proposal riding out of tho decisions of the 
International Coramoission until they have had a fall opportuni it carefully, 
nor, unless, after so considering: it, they aro satisfied that It is right in it it 
would be accepted by those Interested. In other words, the Taw concerning British 
tonnage must bo settled in London and not at Constantinople. 

Hee Majesty's Government have always eld that the settlement of International 
tonnage generally (involving, as it does, that of British tonnage), cannot be otfictunlly 
determined by a Commission summoned nt Constantinople, for the purpore of dealing 
With the Suez Canal, and thoy have boon. placed in some dificulty hy the course of events 
at Coustantinople, which has made the settlement of an international ton the first 
of the Commission, To the settlement of that question, so far ns the Suicr Cuoal is 
concerned, every facility ought, in the opinion of Hor Majesty's Government, to be sivon, 
Bot it is important thet you should not, for the purpose of settling the Suer Canal 
Question, appear to pledge Her Majesty's Government to undertakings on the gencral 
sabyet of international tonnay, which they will be unable to perfor 

fa, Roe 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 


_———— nr a, 


* Sow: 568, 569, 570, nd S51. 
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No. 587, 
Mr. Farrer to Mr. Lister, 
+ Board of Trade, Whitehall Gurdenx, November 18, 1 
IN reply to the request contained in your letter of the 1 
a copy of a tlegram from the British £ dated 


1th November, I am direoted by the Board of Trade to request that you will state 
to Enrl Granville that they havo no observations to offtr upon the telegram. 





No, 583, 
Colonel Stokes anit Sit P. Francis to Earl Grancille—(Rectived November 20.) 


(Felogenphie.) Constantinople, November 19, 187%. 
THE Tonnage Comission yesterday closed its debates on toainage. Tt concluded by 
z the by us for nett tonnage of steamers, uuder your 


. 989, 
ul Sir P, Froncie to Karl Granville—(Received November 20.) 
(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, November 19, V8T, 
__ AT yesterdoy's mecting the President read a paper which emanated from the French 
Kuibassy, to the effect that the French Delegates would only re-enter the Coutnission if 
the latter would undertake to examine the difference between the French ton of weight 
su the Kuglish slp-ton in eoonetion with the Suex Canal does, 
he Delegates of the other cleven Powers represented unaaimous 
following reply i— : eager 
‘Tho Commission states that it has never bad the intention to set aside any question 
Whatever proposed by any Delogote, and has simply deelared to. them that the question of 
general tonnage should be discussed before any other. ‘The discussions on this question 
being exhausted, the Commimion ix realy to hear the French Delegates state thoir pro- 
posals, which shall be discussed in the Comroission. 
‘The Commission, however, reserves to itself all its freedom ax to tho applicat 
such or such tonnage which should have to. serve as basis of ta or the Suex Canal 
pany, the legal conditions of which will be subeitted to» special and searching. 
exatnination by the Commission, ‘The ation bax not had the Jatention to prejudge 
this partioular question by ite debatet on the general question of tonnage. — It will proceed 
with the same resceve (0 the examination of the propositions which will be put forward 
by the French Delegates. 
No, 590. 
Colonel Stoker to Kart Gramville.—(Received November 20,) 


(Telegraphic) Constantinople, Nowember 20, 1873. 

YOUR Londship’s telegram of the 18th received. We have been most careful 
throughout to insist in the Commission that Her Majesty's Government are unable to alter 
English Jaws without authority of Pasliament. Jt ie perfeetly understood also that Her 
Majesty's Government are not pledged by our vote % recommed to Parliament any 
proposal of this Commission, 


‘Your Lordahip’s instruction not to concur iu any conclusion without authority has 
‘bean qavefully observed. , 
Undor ail these reserves, ia it stil impossible for us to join with our colleagues in 
recointnending & tit of S per cont. of gross tonnage to corer alt deductions for nett 
‘applicable to both salting and stenrn-vessels # 
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No, 091. 
Mr. Lister to Mr. Farrer. 


Foreign: Office, November 20, 1878, 
WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by Earl Granville to 
transmit to you copies of two further telegrams from the British Delegates at the 
Taternatioaal Conference upon tonnage;* and 1 am to request that, in laying the same 
before the Lords of Trade, you will wove their Lordships to favour Lord Granville, 
at their earliest convenience, with such observations as they may have to offer thereupon. 

Tam, &e. 

(Signed) "'T. V. LISTER. 


Sir, 


No. 592. 
ark Granville to Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis. 


(Telegraphic, Foreign Office, November 21, 1818, 

METI ference to you tle of 20th Intant, ler Majesty's Goverament do act 
object to deductions for crew space for both steamers ond sailing-vesacls being limited to 
maximuz of 5 per cent. on gross tonnage. 


Mr. Parver to Mr. Lister —(Recvived November 21.) 


Sir, Boord of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, November 21, 1873, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 18th instant, inclosing’ despatches concerning 
the Suez Canal, I am directed by the Bourd of Trade to state that it would be well to 
have further particulars concorning the debts of the Company. It appenrs that on this 
account (*charges sociales”) 11,707,730 fr. aro annually expended, It is desirable to 
ow the paricalars of this expense, aud epedally whether any sum is payable to & 


sinking fund, and how aad when nay potion of the det wil bo pa of 
have, Se. 
(Signed) T. H. FARRER, 


No, 504 


Mr. Farree so Mer. Lixter-—(Reeeived November 21.) 


Bir, Board of Trode, Whitehall Gardens, November 21.1873 

IY reply to your letter of the 20th instant, I am directed by'the Board of "Trade to 
state, that s0 long ax Her Majesty'« Gi edged to any proposal of the 
Commission, the Board of Trade do tit abject to the British Delegates giving their assent 
to the proposal that the deductions for erew space for both steamers and sailing-vessels 
shall be limited to a maximum of 5 per cent. on the gross tonnage. 

‘As regands the French proposals the Board of ‘Trade aro of opinion that any attempt 
to revert to weight instead of cubical capacity ax the standard of measurement, ix wholly 
fnadeissible: bot if the French should object to the net tonnage on account of the 
vnfairness of the deductions, the British Delegates should be prepared to meet them, if 
Petcable, by the sutatitation of gross tonoage, with » redueed roasimun toll 

have, &. 
(Signed) 'T. HL FARRER, 








ae 


No. 595. 


Earl Granvitle 10 Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Prancis, 
(No. 29.) i ; 
Gentle Forcign Ofice, November 25, 1873, 
information, copy of a. publication which bas beea 
h Charge d'Aisres at this Conrt, containing a collection of decrees 
relative to the adoption by the Freach Government of a new system of tonnage 
‘measurement. 
U have, &e. 
Signed) SRANVILLE, 





No. £06, 


Karl Groncille to Colonel Stokes and Bir P. Francia. 
(No, 20.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, November 26, 1873. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 16 of the Sint Thave to state to you 
hat it would be dexirablo that Hor Majesty's Government should be furuished with farther 
Dorticulars concerning tho debts of the Suez Canal Company, Tt appears that, on this 
account (“charges sociales”) 11,707,730 france are aunually expended, ond I have to 
instruct you to endeavour to obtain particulars of this expense for Hor Majesty's Govern. 
ment, and especially whether any sutn is payable fo sinking fund, and how and when 
auy portion of the debt will bo pald off 
Tom, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


— 


No. 597. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Brancie to Karl Granville—(Received 3 


(Telegraphic) 2 
JN tonday's meeting several important opinions recorded in thvour of our views on 

Sauce Canal question, maintaining illegality of tho prescot mode of levying tolls, and 

indicating irtish not register tonnage to be the legal basis wecord 

sion, On this question the Commission will probably be unanimous, with the exception 

of the French and perhaps the Russian Delegates. The French Delegates still absta 

Disoursion adjourned to Saturday. 


‘Conpldential communication made by Chevalier Cudorna to Lord Tenterden, 
November 24, 1873. 


Mimoire powr ta Léyation de Bronce & Rome. 


Rome, te 22 Octobre, 1873. 
MM. LE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES de Prance a remia, & titre confideatiel, au Minlstére 
Royal des Afhires Etrangéres, la copie dupe dkpiche, oi sou Excellence te Dug de 
Broglio a résumé let instructions dox Déligues chargés de_repedseuter le Governement 
64 la Comminsion Internationale qui vient de ae r€unie A Constantinople, 
ixcollege témoignant, dans cette mime dépdebe, le déxir de connaitre, A son 
tour, lox inatructions regen par ‘les Représentants Italiens, le Ministéro Royal simpresse 
de les reproduire dans ce méioire oontidentiel. 
Jouvernement du Roi ia pas cru devole Wécarter du programme que ta Sublime 
tmeé pour les travaux de In Comtnision. Celle-ci, daprés len letires officielles 
invitation, dojt, fabord, soeeaper de In question sénérale concernant lex. méthodos de 
Javgenge eh vigneur ches lex différents Elats. Wisitiative prise par le Go 
Ottoman pour ta recherche d'une méthode universelle cu, il est vrai, pour pul 
Apart le difiérend suevenu & Suez, & occasion dy vouveau Tarif inavguré’ its. le 
1 Jaillet, 1872, par Ia Compagnie da Canal. La Sublime Porte paralt cependant vouloir 
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se réserver le droit de statuer sur ce différend qu'elle cousidérd comme étant_du domaine 
cexclusif de sa souversineté tertitoriale, Daprés 1s lettre viririclle adressée en Juillet 
demier 4 Son Altesse le Khédive, ta inéthode Moorsom doit, daillears, régler désormaie, 
4 Suez, Ia pereeption des droits ‘8 Pégard, soit de In fixation du tonnoze bru 
Vévnluation de In quotepart de ce tonnage représeatant la eapacité atilisable, Cestaidie 
du tonnage net. Ce n’est que dans I'hypothise aii In décision notitige par la lettre viziei 

4 Bon Altcsse le Vice-Roj ne serait point admise par tous Jes intéress 

par la Compagnie de Suez, que la Commission de Constantinople devrait étre sa 
question apéciale da Tarif de Suez ; In solution de cette question pouvant U 

ire en co cas un simple corollaire dos conclusions que Ia Commission ournit Aja prises h 
Négard de Ia question générale du toonage. 

Les instructions des Délégués Luliens, sur ce point prétiminaire, ont été eonglies dane 
cet esprit. Ils ont done accepté de discuter, avant tout, le problimo du tonnage inter: 
national, Mais dans le cas of la Sublime Porte, niayant’ pus réussi A faire adinettee, par 
tous les intéressés, V'arrtt contenu dans In lettre viziriolle, saisirait In Commission de la 
uestion relative au tarif de Sucz, ile abordetaicat également eo probleme spdelal 

Les vuex du Gouvernement da Hei tovchant, soit Ia question générale du tonnage, 
soit la question spéciale du tarif de Suez, ne sont point iguorios par le Cabinet de 
Verraities, avec loquel le Cabinet de Rome w entreteny, sur ce sujet, un scbange suivi de 


gan ne peut dsm, en co qui cacere a guetonpéndeale 
tonnage, que recommander aux Puissances qui ne sont pie encore rulliges an ayetOme 
Moorsom Fadoption de ce systémne, dont Tavantage principal est de Tomplhcer par wae 
Yalour mathématique ot fixe (la tonne géométrique de y¥%y metres cubes), It valeur 
‘conrentionnelle quo reprisentaient lex tonnes ustdes Josqu'lc chez In plupart dew Etats 
Les Déléguta dit Gouvernement Royal pris Ia Cominision de Conxtantinoyle ve 
Pewvent acoepter la diseussion que sur les procédés pratiques  appliquer, pour la deduce 
on de la partic non stllable du navre, cext-irdive your In trencomnation fa tonne 
brat en toonnge net. Liunité de mesure devant étre.invariablenent, suit pour 1a. partic 
utile, soit pour In partie non wlilisable, la tonne de 42h mdtren cubes, In tecerchol done 
ih gigi dewiest pee, Kode puremeat technique et adwinistentive, aywnt. pour objet 
Aarrdter, pour chaque catégorie de navires, los espaces. on susceptibles détre ullige 
Uno entente compléte sur ce point, entre les diférentes Palssances, uo. parult pas: devole 
‘dtre difficile & résiiser. 
Le Gouvernerment du Roi n dg déclard, 4 Vgund de ta question spéclale eo 
te tai de Suen, qu'il acwepte Part conten dans fn etre adfease parte Sub 
su VicesRoi Bays, Dans Je cas od la Comunisson de Constantinople devralt 
socouper du tari du Canal, les Déléguée Malie puiseront done naturelle 
Jusions prises par ia Subliroe Porte la nigle dle leur eondaite,  Diaprés cox 
Ja Compagnie de Sucz n'est pas tenve de reepecter, dans la perception. de la tare de 
tra oninage net officiel, tel quil est inserit sur les papiera de bord. Kile mle droit 
incontestable de iapper toute Ia pare wtilsble, que le tounage: het ice ve repedanne 
s dans 00 Integr. Ma, ln Sobine Porte ayant ouré que le, tontoge wax 
stome Moorsom ‘epriscnte aro In plas grande approxinntion In ee acd 
Uutliable, le Compagnie devraltrenoncer, don tol, hn, pretestion dulopters port oa 
Propre compte, s0it une tonne de Ty4f, wdtre cube, eolt tute autro tonne aanebl 
Boindre que ia tonne Anglaise de 244A, metres cubes, . Lae Gouverne 
saumiit assez insistor wur ce point, car il est inutile do parlor d'gne boniti 
pour le volume non utilisable des nnvires tant que la C A sapprinier 
en fait, en Glevant jusqu'an double, par une nidvet quelle prond pour ualté 
de enesur, le chifre représcntant Te tonnnge brut. 
Lex Déligués Italens, dés que Ia question du tarif de Sucx viendralt sur Je taple 
devant Ia Commission, furmulernient done leqrs avis dans low term 
tonne Anglain ‘Us, metres cubes) doit dtre ne comme anité de memare) 
méthode Moorsom doit éee adopiée pour Tévaluation, soit du tonn 
tonnage net. A Vera, tovtetos, de oe dernier pitt, los Déléguts Halen sauraient pus 
de dificult a se rallier 1 Vopinion de leurs collegues dans Jo. exs cil une uote mechs 
fruit priférée& Ia méthode Anglaise pour le passage da tonnage brut ts tovnans oe 
Le Gourersement du Roi ve ve préocenpe que dassurer Ala nuvleation, ele Ma 
ie on ulilisable des Ltiments, une reduction éqoltable et ausal proche que possible de 
realte, 
rape ache de la Commission actuellement réunie A Constantinople dtont restreiote, 
Saprts le Gouvernement du Roi, aux points idiqués dane eo Menoire. i west yas 
Décesssire dajouter que les Déléguce Waliens s'aswodieralent, le cus Gokdat’ a le, 
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collégues Francais pour nisccepter qu’ad referendum les autres propositions dont la 
Commission pourrait étre saisic & Végard, soit du Canal de Suez, soit de tont autre 
intérét international 





No, 599, 
Colonel Stokes und Sir P. Francis to Bart Granville—(Received November 24.) 


(No. 21) 
My Lard, Terapia, November 10, 1873. 

WE have the honour to transmit herewith to your Londship duplicate copies of the 
minutes of four meetings of the International Tonnage Commission, namely, their proces 
verbaur 5, 6, 7, ond 8. 

Those documeats give the principal diseusions which have taken place with 2 view 
to determine the beat aystein to adopt for the measurement of the gress tonnage of a 

‘Oor devpatches and telegrams will have given your Lordship # general idea of the 
course of the di ‘and of the result, which, however, does not appear ia these proce 
verbaur, though it is clearly fareshadowed in them, 

"Tho discussion has byought to light many interesting historical particulars on the 
subject of tom furement, which we believe are not generally known ia England, 
for Moorvown ude to them in hie book on the laws of tonnage, where one 
‘must aappose that they would have found placo had they been known ta bias. 

Many forcible arguments in support of the English or Moorsom ryatem are advanced 

(rocie-verbaus, but We do Not attempt to give a condensed report of themn—ae it 
would be fimpomible to do justice to th 8 despatch —we therefore venture to refer 
your Lordship t6 these docuiments then 

We may hore brietly stato that the object of the majority wi 
correctness of the ton ailopted by so many nations; whilst the Freoch and: Russian 
Delogates insisted that the tonnage derived from it dock not represent the real eapacity of 


ship. ‘They maintain that, by opplying « difforent division to tho cubical contents of 
thip.'a nearer approach to what trade understands by a ton, may be obtained, In fact 
they ondeavour 10 induce the Cormmixsion to steive after thot ide h we have been 


Jnstructed to protest ogaltst, viz “a Leue oF abstract ton.” Te will be seen that we have 
uphold, und we believe successfully, that the sbip’s ton 
spuce—n measure of the containing body, or abtp's bull 
with any unit of measurement by which the quantity or weight of cargo is deter 
Although tho English of Moorsom ton of 100 cubje feet affords a convenient measure of 
Comparison by which the merchant can adjust his cargo to the especity of the ship he has 
chartered. 
‘We trust that the language hold by us io this important discussion will be approved 
by Her Majesty's Government. 
T heve, Be: 
STOKES. 
P. FRANCIS, 
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Inclosure 1 in 599, 


Commission Internationale pour te Tonnage. 


Procés-Verbal No. 5.—Séance du sfc Octobre, 1873 (26 Chaban, 1290), 


Présidence de son Excellence Eomest Pacita, 


M. Hargreaves. 


Pour I'Autriche-Hongrio— 
M. le Chovalice de Koxjek 
M. Zamnara, 
M. Nicolich. 


Pour la Belgique— 


M. Camille Janssen. 


Pour V'Expagne— 
Don Angel Roata, 
Don Joaquin Togores, 
Pour la France— 
M. Je Baron d'Avril. 
M, Rumeas. 


Pour la Grande Brotagne— 
M. lo Colonel Stokes, 
Sir Philip Francia 


Pout ta Gridco— 
M, Anargyros. 


Pour I'tatie— 
M, le Commandeur Mattei. 
MM. lo Chevalier Vornoni, 


les Paye-Bas— 
M, Te Chevalier Jansen, 
M. Keun. 


Pour la Russie— 
M. le Baron do Steiger. 
M. le Colonel Korchikof. 


Pour tn Suede et la Norvégo— 
M. lo Chevalier de Heidenstamm. 


Pour Ja Turquio— 
Son Excellence Edhem Pacha. 
Son Excellence Salih Pacha, 


LE procés-verbal de In demnitre séance ost Iu et approuve 

Eo ouvrant la discussion, conformément a ordre du jour, sur la question générale du 
tonnage et en premier lieu, sur le tonnage brut.*M. le Président donne la parole i 
M. Jansen. 

M. le Premier Délégué des Pays-Bas prenil la parole en ccs termes =— 


M. le Président, Messicurs 
En ayant 'honneur d‘ouvri Ja discassion sur le tonnage brat, je ne puis me dispenser 
@'une certains hesitation. Dans cette grave discussion, MM. les Délégués Frangats, nos 
aa collégues, ont un grand avantage sur nous, celui de pouvoir s'exprimer daus 
J SR 
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ear propre langue. Je demande pour ma part V'indulgence de Ia Commission, car le 

Francais ne m'est pas aussi familier que la langue Anglaise, plos en usage & des hommes 
de mer comme moi, Je ticherai cependant détre aussi clair que possible, de parler 
uniquement de la question qui nous oceupe, ct dont je crois utile de donner un expase 
somone 

‘Je croit, Messicurs, sans présoimption, que dans Ia question du jaugeage, la Hollande 
pout revendiquer & juste titre Minitintise, C'est dans les Pays-Bas, en effet, od cette 
question a eu son développement. 

Dé en 1549 nous y rencontrons une premidee ordonnance de Charles-Quint, connue 
mdm en Espagne depuis 1242, ninst que notre honorable collégue, M. Togores, a bien 
voulu m’en assure, 

Dans cette ordonnance, on parle seulement do barique ; te tonneau a’était pas encore 
conn, 

Lee dispositions do cette nrdonnance fixaient que poor un voyage au loog cours 
Jos navires devaient otro grands d'au moins 100 bariques; et pour les autres voy dat 
man 10 04 80, selon le erent i ¥ ee | 

seconde ordonnanice connue est celle du Rot Philippe, fila de Charles-Quint ; 
promalgition dae do 1568.” Nous n'y trowvons également cle nom seal de baru 
Mais entre ces deux datos, en 1998 une ordonnance de tx ville d’Amaterdam 
proscrivait de mesurer dorénavant tons les navires avec la iméme unité do mesure, en 
‘mestrant- Tongueur, la langeur et Ia profondear. 
Un étalon de cette mesure fut plicé i Thdtehdenvile et le mesurage se fainait par des 
homes expartes, honnétes et jurés. 
Crest Id Forigino du jaugeage, tel qu'il x été pratiqué dans les derniers 
Les autorités municlpales ne s'occupaient pas dias cos teu 
alee de commerce. Rls sen abstenient, au cootmire, soiguevient,laiant aux 
commercants souls fe soin da fhire leurs dédwetions a leur gré, do la longueur, In largeur 
&t la profondeur officielles do tours batiments. ‘ eae 
res navites aliaient A St. Ubex, en Espagne, prendre du sel, ce qui lew préservalt de fa 
pourriture sche: on savuit ainsi combion ils avarent embarqae ou déchangi, ot apris dex 
tilliers de changements ot tronvait la relation entre la expacité «du paralléMipiptde 
circomserit ot le chargement réel. Ces navires allaient plas tard charger hla Mor Baltique 
dea grains, surtout da seigle, et uprix une longue expérience, on trouvait que la relation 
entee Lo parallélipipide circonserit Ia cale ot le chargoment de seigle était 200. En 

ant In eapacité du paraitelépipile par 200, on trouvait Texposant de la capacité des 
différents gavires. Nous disons Vexporant de fa capacité, et non Pexposant de la charge, 
avec eet exposant une anit de jaugeage devait étre adoptée 
heat lst alten ce tempt cette unité on Holland, ol contenat 36 sues doscigt, 
ehacun do 3 schepel, 

Co last. do siglo pesait 4,250 livres d’Amsterdam gales & 2,098 kilog. Comprimé 
tel quil est dans la cale d'un Mitiment, it oceupait un espmce de 125 pieds cubes, 

‘Coe mesures encrespondent en méeres ; 

1 plod d'Amaterdam = 283 milli. 

1 piod cube d’Armaterdam = 0-0297 watres cubes, 

La livre d'Amsterdamn = O49 kilo. 

last roprivonte 2.008 kilog, «t Funité de jaugeage de 125 pieds cubes correspond 
aa, 89 im eee 

‘Vous voyer, Messiours, que ovtte unité de jaugmage est «l'une grande wotiquité. 
Ge ont lee 100 pede Angas es 2 mites 63 gat formwent it ya deux wees, ete 

En employant ce diviweur, le quotiont doonait Vexposant de Ia capacité des naviros 
On était en état de connaitre par Wd les différentes changes qutoa Pouvait prendre, soit en 
poids, soit en voluase 

na¥ connuitee le poids, dont un navire pouvalt étre chargé, on n'avait qu’’a multiplier 

Jo nombre de lasis aver 4,250 livres, et pour eoapaitre I capscité utilisable, on niavait 
aw moll ex ste ye 125 pled cubes 

“opération da jaogeage w puue'bot de calculer Fees quian-navire peut prendre 

nt de natura teens ; 
one Tes wmuzes «hi eoaimense, Ta maniéer dagir que nous avons iniiquée était 
sulfate. Milk Ju moment que les Gouveraemente ont employé le jangeage pour la 
perception de tes, a yoaton set complinuée t 
orsqu'en 1637, lo Gouvernement Danots exizenit beauooup de tole (droite de page) 
des bihineots Hotlarlats qui passaiont le Sund, allant en Norvége chercher des. bois, Un 
"Veuité de jougeage fat conelu aver te Donemarch. 
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Ce Traité porte textucllement ee qui suits— 

© Art, IIT. Les vaisseaux sont parfaitement et fiddlement mesurés suivant Jeue profon- 
deur, langucur et loegear. * 

‘Art. IV. n qui narrive aucune mésintalligence avec les mveaureurs et inspec- 
tours Danis ef Hollandais, nous avons déliivré de faire une table ow curte de mesure sur 
Je pieds et suivant Je modéle de Inqucllo lee mesures et ealduils des lasts do bois seront 
fhites; laquelle table sera incorpores ds Gdiatoment aprés cet Article, ot 
elle sera miso és-mnins des inspecteurs et mesures 


“Table ou Carte dee Vaisseaue, comment ils ‘ve conconablement mevurta enivant lo 
Mesure a’ Amsterdam, 


“A savoir, depuin la partie extérioure au don des gperans josqu’a Vautro ebté 
entirieor de Faure dperon en Tonsueut, En lngeur Je Usiwenk ot mewuré devant le 
ind mat, dopuis la planche extéricure de sedans jusqu'a autre planche extéricure. 
Feria profondcar ou capmeité dea Vaisseau est mesurde entre fe grand tilt et le Bt de 
rmiraine ot il ext le ereux on plus rts dit ord do fendi ob eu we 
Ascharge Wan chs, Lirant droit jusqu’ Fautro c6'é, coruite & mesuret d'un miliew de to 
iy ere du bole jngit fond de ale et prs quis muroat toa mesurd 
come il fut, iis procéderont en la'manidre wuivante :— . 
* Un valaseas long de 125 picds, lunge de 25, profond de 14 aveo wn. domi pont ow 


pont coupé jaxque par deli les grandes Gcouticlles, environt cont ot vingt cing lasts 


Les valsseaux qui no a6 trouveront pus justement do Ta mbme forme en geandeur que 
fe dans cetto table, seront proportionnds selon le riglement cl-dessus et 
pecteurs et mesutwors suivant leur po 
mine doxaux sur Te last de Uié ow de sel de St, Ubos, et 
comme les vaisieaus ne peuvent pus étre chante de bois i profoudément que de bib on de 
sel causo do sa Magbreté et quil ne peat se plier, il sera retranché In einquitine partic de 
que chaque vaisseau pout contenit.” , 
La précision de ce Traité ve sullit pas. Un nouveau ‘Trnité auivit le premier en 1658, 
dont nous emprontons le passage 
int Ades habitants des susdites provincos ot naviguant 
orvége pour y charger dit bois, we sont troavés contenit beaucoup plus de laste 
quis Wéalent taxes suivant es letees de nyse produites par lox mee des vase, 
foarqud en conforinité sur le demidro dew dita vaimenux Howe * Zalle 
quaussl quelques valswoux: naxiguant en Noivége, comme dessus, ont caché 
Tours lettres de mesure, et effed Tour marque et we xem re marge 
t dommago 
‘excesif de ta susite Majeaté ; que sewblablewent il xest trouvé comn Megane 
de quelques vaisseanx, que Tours lettres de mesire ne Suceorlaient pax aveo lex marques, et 
plusiours des riglements de cette nature. Bt qu, nvire cit il a été fat des plaints 
Benibles par, ou de la part, de Ln I, P.5 que toe douaniore de Sa dite Majesté dans les 
res de Norvége, sous pritexte des clioses qui, comme il eat dit ei-dewus, nétaiont polnt 
dane ordre, et pour les prévonir et redreser We leur propre natorité, auraient, oot 
plusieurs exactious contre los maltrex des vaisseaux des dite * PayeTbus," tout en exigeant 
et faisant payer dee tols excesaifa a lear fantnisie, et au del de Ja grandeur de leury 
aiseeaux et contmires i Jeu lettre de mesure, enverable par exigence des by-tole fanaux et 
fuutres semblates griefx it payer & quolques vaixseaux non charges te 
bois, mais d'autres marchandises ov deneges, une foix le tol, ATavenent d'un Risdae par 
lasts du Yaisseau et encore une foie Te tol par pi 4 on auruit extorqué double 
tol, le tout contre le suedit Traité de 1647, concla comme dessus, et. spéelalement le 
contenu do XU, XUI™,ct XVI" Article Wicolui, Et les susdits Seignours, Roi et Etats 
Géadraux, inclinant de tout Jour eur do se donner Tun & Pautre ane satisfaction rnison- 
rable, ct détablir tol ordre, ct d'y pourvoir tellement, queleurs habitants ot sujets respotife 
Dulssent so régler ponctacllement et sant tn moindre contravention iu dit Tralté, ot +e 
trouvant spécialensent qu'il a é(6 coramia dew featides et alus tant par tes meaureure que 
par les dounpiers dans les hivres de Norvéze pur Je mesure des dits vaisscaux et In récep> 
Hon des tole. C'est pouruot entne moi, Re, 80."* 
Vous vayez, Messieurs, que les questions qui nolls oceupent we péehent pas par ta 
nouveauté. 
West trie-paturel quo les Danois sient dit: votre diviseur n'est pas bon, votre jaugeage 
+ ¥-Demont, Corre Diylomatgue du Droit dex Go 


la Haye 1728, we, vi) 1 patie, 
365, 2 pari, pat 
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est mauvais. On a fink eopendant par ne rien change gander, 
nl a vue ape alesse ae A eee 
souls as lotnque i Compagnie des Indes pit ua grand développement, les captains 
youlurent re uw pow de trafic pour eux-mmes. En ne chargeant pas toute lex 
de in Compagnie ils se réervaent Io changement dune partie pour leur propre 
directeurs en Hollands réelanéreat, en ordonnant’ de mkeux charger les 


Bitar pont van se pour nti Hen de pl 

Les direoteure insiatiront et protendirent que les bitimer i 

en ! it que les bitiments devaicat tre chargés selon 

seal tite de penton nie at bn métode e jaagragy tit dfoctuense, 

isis nite los an mdnoie jor fe omnes Gouna 

aden consent pool, ante Te augage ql eat Texpomnt de a capac rooer te 
mo a yale grsa nuvait porter, soit en polds soit en volume, see im 

rine le but de sasurer du degre dexnctitude de lance nd j 

it mime mesarer ontre 1680 et 1090 plusieurs navines ee ca 

in dpi das de runes ale, re invectd e  M ee 
Dora ql y avalt pu de uilfence avec anclenne melbade de joss, suet 

r s ~wurait que la cale. Jaugeage, aussi 

proce Bow par eooagyTK mieuX fae que de codouer & aplqaer Tanien 
Ceat on co temps qu'apparsiasit en Fronce la ei 

open a ereaieait Jy la edlébre ordonnance de Ia marine de 

eter pe pprie dats a jt value, La arg ya dé Toujours conde avec 
Lordonnanee doat it contenait é 

are une vérité. Pour transporter uv Is quel. 

cn nee te ee 

juste mand ard, mals eg ps apo de cate "One 

‘pax mol qui lo dis, fen appelle au témoignage dun Frangals, et 


un ie autoriad, Rouguer dans sou Trnité dn Navire,® écrit cinquante ans aprés 


Colbert, dit en propres termes -— 
“On n répanda sur cette mative (du j 
natide (du jauigenge) une sl olscurité q 
excopte elt nombre de geometry que so toed Ae anys te ess a 
inarine on eat nsnurer que peronne wy attaché die diainct On dom 
w do combien est Te port dun waisseau, on ea de tonne 
Ee nin nt einen eto ten, pnt gon to ceoscloy ees 
Jungeur vempreneat d'employe divers myens pour ts résoadre, Mais il rete preme 
‘oujeay rit uni ten mux uns qua ealre, i Je tonneay don ls ve servent poor 
wxprines I grander da navi, ex un pole on une mexare implement dene, car 
preg ty infundent espace of la pesunteur, quoique We nature xf 
‘On a dit quo ta lol de Colbert preserivait de prendre ‘4 
Da ito t preserivait de prendre le pamllclépiptde circonsorit 
cami il ay "ert pst apne pou ‘Snatveeport ot a 
© a jauge, He fond de ealo qui ew de 
a de 42 pe eats pour un tonnena de we 
ne vérité, cur en France 28 pleds cubes d'eau de le poids d' 
at org fe pee eae os 
avian cantons pendant dans Tes dilreats ports de bx France de, mesarer ex 
waves it manidee, sans ve sovcier de Nordonnance de Colbert, Bonguer nous 
“La mithoule connie sous le nom do méthodl 
‘ole ous To nom do méthode de Rowen est conforme A Tord 
Dlqo’ypnts avo trouvé a capaci do In cae en pias eubaques 08 ve Git ttre chase 
Aue Ia diver pr 4 pour coobaits la eapacté en tonnenss = 
Most certain que cette pratique ext encore trés-défectueuse, puisquelle 
ternier Ia poantur partite de Is harz, une wie ny seas 
'm capacité entitro de In cals qu Gait & pew pres dle ba carkoo oi toute bn parti 
pags cop aerate gee hee ca 
determine ett deraiere pesanteue i foadeit dvs toute a wld par demas 
que a méthode evete ot efométique do trouver tn peaantour particle de I oh at 
divisor par cx mésyo hombre Ie pared haut de la carta qu we pl i oval 
poids des umechatdines. Mais aude qu'on veut ral propos deduite fo: port oe 
Yalseau outa seule petaniour dels charge del cliltéenite de carne on do Pace 
re de bv earéne oa de la eapacit 
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de In cale qui lui est & peu prés zal, et qui sont June et autre beaucoup trop grandes, 
fant inditpensabloment diviser par an nombre aussi trop grand, Il faut que ce nombre 
feit plos ercnd dans le méme rapport, que toute la carne surpaste cette partie qui fit Ie 
Siifdienee des deux enfoncements, ou ent méme rapport que Is pesanteur totale du vaisseau 
fat plus grande que celle dela charge. Crest de cette sorte, qu'on, west trouré dans 1a 
Reobasité'de divieer tantot par 86 ct quelquefois 60 ou 80 quoiquil soit certain que ce 
reel de 2,000 livres n'a junnis besoin pour se soutenir que d'un enfoncement dans Ia 
‘mer do 28 pieds cubiques.” , 

‘Ce que Rouguer dit est trds exact, ear lo jaugrage ne peut Ja 
charge ni Vexposont des tonneau daffrétement, mais il doit &tre Wexposant de ls eapacité 
Moyence ulilsable, par keqael on pest computor Ia change soit en poids woit en voluine 

Ruse il ext conataté qu'on a continné ralgré ce mesurage & Jonger au Nord et aw 
Midi de Ia France de différentes roaniéres, 

sect Is Révolation de 1789; la Conveution Nationale entondait que tes lois 
fassent exteutiées, Ob vit alors que Fordounanice de Colbert n'était pas exécutable et on 
commenga par adopter lo mesuruge Anglais, conna sot do Old Builder's 
Taensuresacet.” por Ye. Déeret de Vendémiaire an 11 Article 24, avec la xcule differance que 

iviseur 95 Yut adopté au fea de celui do 9. Cependant Jo résultat wa pus étte 
tatisaisant, les menuros ayout été prises en mesures Frangaisos. C’est alors qu'on adopta 

etn Lal da 12 Nivose, ao tt, ct sur Yavin du eéidbro mathématicion Lagondre, le 
Wvineur D4 avec Fancienne formule Hollendaise, que nos capitaines avalont déh trouvée 
50 ns ouparavant par Teqaation, sulvante: 4,260, lo poids d'un last ext A 2,000, to poids 
d'un tonneau, comme 200 le diviseur de jangeage last, cat de Vunité de Jaugeagre tonneau 
c¢ qui donne “2998 o 94. + 

Te mdime systame de jaugeage avait éié adopts pat lee Anglale on 1773 aves In seule 
ditécence quot avait a woitd de la largeur pour In prafondenr, et qu'on déduisait $ de by 
Targeur de ls longuear, pour avoir la longueur du jauzeage. 

Ninel lo mene divieour 94 avait été adopté on France, en Angleterre, ct et Hollande, 
rmalgné que le polde d'ane tonne en France fut deal b 28 pieds cabos d'eau de mer, en 

Ta 33 pieds cules Wena de wer, et on Holland & 42} pleds eubes d'eau de mer. 

Lo vieilio mcthode da jaugeage ne pouvait plus étre employde apris Vintroduetion 
des roachines A vapeur. Honncor 4 M, Moorsom «avoir expors alors #0 méthode, baste 
for le formate de Sir aac Newton «un théordme, por lequel les surfacos do tous les 

curvilignes quion ne pourrait pas determiner gdométriquement, ni par une ragle 
oceans fon ease Mirect, sappeochent aussi exactement que possible dane détermination 
nnétrique. 

"Aue longtemps quion wavait pas Wencombrement fixe dans Ia cule comme Lox 
imochines & vapeur, tox anciennes méthoiles de jangeage povvaient dre, nppliquécs et 
donnalent de bons résultats, parce que toute tn capacité de Jn cale était utilisable, Mais 
fsuuitde qu'on a introduit des tnsses posantes non ulilisables, une autre méthode devennit 
rngcessaire: ia fallo a eapacité utillaable. 

‘Dane toutes las méthodes de jaugeage on ne peut séparer le divigcur da rystime de 
jangenge, Sion.ne mesure que In eale ou. We fond de la cule, commo <'était Yo ove ily & 
se cicle, on pout avoie un divixeue trie petit. Du mowent qu’on mesure plus que 
Ia cale on doit augmenter lo diviseur sion mesure ta eopacité totale, le diviseur doit Stre 
négessairement plus grand. 

Tee syatiune Moorvoxn est un systdmme entier, & prendre ow A lnisser, Le mistite de oe 
sayatdme eat dans son antique expérieano, car il est baad sur Ia enpacitd en moyenne de tovte 
In lotte marchande Anglaise contenant 27,000 vavites. 

ai pris, Messicurs, 1a liberté de vous faire cet exposé pour démontrer que nous avons 
étudig che nous Ia question du tonnage & fond. 

Ls reaultat de cette étude a été que le Gouvernement Néerlaniais, dont Jvl Yhonneur. 
otre lo Delégué, cat décidé adopter le systime Moorsony, comme étant te plus exacty le 
Pisa tT pl Gita Ji Mhoonevr en conséqueuce de proposer A la Conférence 

Padopition, dans son intégrit, de cette méthode pour le tonnage Lut 

Wh le Président reinercie M. Jansen de Wexpost lucide. quit vient do faire et constato 
de nouvenn qa’ll agit do savoir quel est Ie systeme lo melilour ot le plus pratique pour 
‘obtenir le tonnage brut. 

AM. daargyror demande des Glaircissements sur le systtme Moorsom qui lui sont 
Alonnés yor diférents membres de In Commission. M. le Dékigué de Grése désirersit aussi 
relate sytbine Moorsom compen ‘eapacté totale du navire, sans aucune exception, 
pour le tonnage beat. 

MM. le Colonel Stokes, Hargreaves, Jansen (Vays-Bas) disent que le tonnage brut 
(eee eee ae déduction. 

ss 


wat tee Hexposant de la 
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AM, le Prévident constato que le tonnage est un mesure, 
Cet manits de were un patie, nn nn Sent enn le meee, 
M. le Horon de Steiger dit que le tonneau de jauge est ua tonneva mesure iT 
ydiverstonneaux, Le tonpeas do jatge n'est psn poids nase reallat dug mesastor 
T demandes ge que valeur dex mots ot tes iaee St oe 

AM. fe Priident ponse que lorwqa'on dit toonage on doit toujours savoir Funité du 
role So acne pl HATS Da eee an 
sau Te débat engage. wo 

M. Kumenn dit quid ne sau Phi in 

pos pdt preve uid prendre Ia parole. et qu'il next 
hs pit & presenter son exposts mais que paique M, e Prisidect lui fit Thonneur delat 
domanier son avis, il se borers A de eourtes abvervations, en réponse 4 une des op 
Gumises par M. Jonjon. M. te Promier Délégué dee Puys-Bas, dans aoa historique, 
femonter au XVI sidele Vorigine du diviseur 94, romuplacé ea 1854 par le diviscor 100, 
proposé par M. Moorsam, et dont M. Janse mploi dans Je nouveau aystime 
Angus eve remplagant exactonent lo dvieur BY de Fate apeéme, 
ancien systéuie consintait. & mesucer la parallelépipéde erreonserit 

rmultipllsnt la longueue do co nave, par an lagetue et sa deta larpour, vonsidéste ceene 
reprientant s profondcur, et en divirnt le produit ain obtentten finde sobs Ace ies 
Par 0, Le résultat de cette double opémtion donnait lo tonnage da navire, ce qe‘on 
1 appelé lo tonnage ofciel, le tonnage de Doane, le tonnage de jauge, fe Tonnage le 
regisite, tonnage depuis longtemps iniéneur a tonnage vral, cest-dire a nombre 
dle touneaux qu'un navite pout prendre i frét en ebargeant a0 poids om au volume. 

du nitiourthul capris Ie systeaue Moorsom, on mesure exacteent la eapacté iattieure 
lu novi, toujours en pied cubes, et on divine par 100.” Comment ae sitll qu'on paises 
insi arnver au méme xésultat, puisque, d'un edté on diminue Je dividendo," la eapacite 
{atéricure du navice étant manifestemoat inféricure & cello du paraliélépipbde circonsert, et 
122, do Vautre, on wogeente lo diviseur, qui parse do 24h 100% Ne semble.til pas 
vient quil'y 1b une attéoaation dl Tancen tore? 

pendant, tout en reconnaissant que ce nouveau diviseur 100 est exagées, Moorsom, 

dans son ouvrage, do la trdvetion dagael M. Rumeau lt plusieurs pamages, dit quil lat 
46 impos, aia do ne ren changer aux révultats de Fancinne méthode, et de pouvoir 
compare, pour le mouvement de Iv marine Anglaise, Tes sfaitiques dresden dupres 
ec fouvean syndic, aes satinlques uneicure divas daprts He spate alor en 

Outre qu'il w'apporte aucun trouble aux contrate exictants ot quilt Iasse sans solatie 
do cootiasité Findlention ofiielle de Faccrobsement, oa da ls dnuinuton de ls mance 
Anglaise, Moorvom trouve & Vemploi du divisour 100 Wautres avantages>— 

I permet, par exemple, de pser aisément du tonnage de régitre A Ia eapacité 
effective du nuvire. Chaque tonne dans ce syatéme étant représentie par 100 pleds cubes, 
il auftit de multiplier le tonnage de par 100, en ajoutant deux zéros au chiffre de 
co tonnage, pour avoir cette cupacité. Par exemple, dit-ily si le tonoage do régi 
tance t e 610 Loney be eontenance dem ale fare de 81,00 pics cube 

loorsom ajoute que pant troaver le nombre se tonnes do marched 

Sosmapanmeneian aniecnae snen ome 
[par G0 fa contenance eubique de ee navire, aprés en avoir déduit lee expaces non ulilisables 
Pour lex marchandivey, ot ocoupts par léquipage, les rechanges, lee “approvisionnements 
fea ot do rivros, lo trou de pompe, Sc., leiquels. protiquement peuvent dere estimés 
‘eoxemble & 20 pour cont de cotte contenancs. On voit que Moorsorn ne parle ici que des 
navicea A ¥ seuls du roxte quil y nit A considérer en ce moment, ex déductions 
[proprex aux navires & vapour devant faire Vobjet d'vn examen spécal. 
conn ogra pour a dao le tonnage rity tant par exomple de 619 tonnes 

nine ci-dessns; la contenatice cubique de In cale ser do 61,900 pieds cubes et, dédaction 
it'd 20 pour nt de 880 pd cae oe — 

“atte contenance nette divisée par 50 donnera 990 tonnes de marchandises qui peuvet 
dre arindes dans J nvie a volume de 80 pied eee 

Joorvom ajaute que si on ¥eot connaltre fe tonnage en poids qu'un navi 
porter, on obtiet uoe upprosimation safaate en dvisnt I capacité de la eale yar Oh et 
en déduivant da réwultat le poids de eau, des approvisionnements do léquipaze et es 
ttre, lect da locas dat pprovsionienens poor un an. peut ére este dans 
pratique h 7 pour cent oun de ce rislit, " Repreant Vexerple un aavir de 619 
tonnes de ‘00. de 61,900 pieds cubes de eapacité i trouve (2) = 032 tonnes 
pe le poids brut du chargement i eS: d= 912 tonnes: ceed poids net de ce 
Chargement, toujours pour us navire A voiles ou pour un oavis 
eodamment dein Jédction speciale aux roachinga, = =™=*  "=PRO# Sonn ine 
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Qa le voit donc: d'sprés Moorsorm, Tautorité Ja plas cousidérable et Ia plas invoquée 
en cette matiére, le tonnage brat ov tonnage de nigistre obtenu par st méthode n'est qu'on 
terme de comparaison do la capacité de divers navires, et n'a qu’an. rapport dloigné, trop 
Aloigné avec In eapacité du chargement, pour pouvoir tre adopté A un titre queleonque 
pour la mesure de co chargement. Cotte mesure peut bien en dire déuite, soit: qu'il 
Slagiase d'un chargem oud'an chorgement au volume. Mais a quelle condition ? 
4 condition de le majorer environ 20 pour ceat, wn pen moins, sil swgit d'un change- 
‘ment an poids, un peu plus sil ¢agit d’gn changement au volum a 

‘On woit que opinion de Moorsom Iui-méme ot les exomples dont it l'wppuie, ne 
peuvent, par consequent, laisser aucun doute sur Tmpossibilité dobtenir directement, avec 

ne appruvimation raisoonable, Ie tonnage dun navire, par Vapplication du diviseue 100 4, 
la capacité de In cate, 

Kf. Raneaw demode en tortninant Tintertion au procis-verbal. i In suite de soe 
‘observations, des passages de Pouvrage Moorvom lux en séanco et sur lesquels reposent cov 
‘observations. 

‘Coa parses sout les suiswnt 

emploi du diviseur 100 dotnera, aussi approximativement quo possible, le mdme 
total du tounage duu Roysuine-Uni que celui qui résultait de Vanelenne tol, 

‘Toutes les enquétes ur cette question, ordonnées par 1 Gouvernement, ayant 
wescrit que toute riglo i chnieie pour Te mesurage de In marine roarchande do TAngleterre 
evait produire te méme total de tounage que celui qui résultait de Vancigane fol, Je 
Tipartiwant en méne temps justement eotre los divers navires proportionnellement & tours 
6ellex eapacités, ce point <tant considén’ comme nécessaite i cause du dérangement qui en 
résulterait autrement, a égard aux divers rovenvis qui out <6 bury, par des Actes du 
Farlemeat sur ce total de tounago ; et i Veet de conserver Sgalement, dans Vavenir, pour 
Joa besoins statistiques, lindication’offidelle de. Vaccroissement ov de ln diminution de la 
marine rarchande Anglaise ¢ pour atteindre cos divers buts xcnéralement désinds, it était 
nécomaire de trouver un facieur qui appliqué A la réelle expacité totale de ta marine mare 
‘chande, donnerut Je tounage fotal du royauine tel qu'il résulte de Vanelonbe Jul. Co point 
cuca ot rallad sus cacteseat que posible, wut un éeurt de 178 pout cent pur 
Femploi d divseue 100 Ie mthodeerployce est doond en enter dans le hapitee 1H, 
section 1. 

* Le tonnage total détor ‘application do Uanckenne loi a &té pris pour étalon 
de pritirence & celui qui résulterait du noavean merurage, parce que le tonnage total du 
royatime n'a pas encore <i déterminé par e@ dernier, le tonnage de statistique nctuel étant 
particllement obtenu par lor résultats dex doux lois, tels que Jes donnont lox régistres 
actucls des navires. Fa outre, comme V'intention des promoteurs da nouveau mesurage 

que Te tontiage total qui en résulterait. fA¢ Je méae que le tonnage total de Vancienne 
Joi, en. prenant le premier comune base régulatrica on se werat lainé eatrainee inutiexent & 
‘on reproduie les erreurs das tex calcule.” 

Datre Mavantage de n'apporter auieun trouble aux eontrate caistants ot de Ialsior aan 
solution de continuité Vindication officielle de Faceroisement ou de ta diminution de la 
‘marine Anglaise, on trouvera que, sous d'autres rapports aussi, Ye diviveur 100 eat un 
facteur bem a ehoisie ot possédant de grands avantages commorciaux. 

(1) Nous savons par exemple, que dans le tonnage de régistre d'un navire caloulé au 
noyen do projet proposé, chaque tonne eat repréientés exictewent par 100 pieds cuber en 
seandqococs, poo termine nombre do pede cus cunteuus dana cle uy Save 
sous lo pont de jauge, il sudit diujouter deux chitfres A ta droite da nombre exprimant le 
tonoage de Sous ce pont, et Hon troave ainsi immédiatement le nombre de pieds 
cubes de la cal 

Pur exemple, en supporsnt que le tonnage de nigistre dian navire sous le pont de 
Jauge soit de G1 tonnes, 61,900 oe cubes sont la contenance eubique de Ja cale, 

(22) Bt encore, pour trouver fe nombre de tonnes de marchandises d'exportation i 
40 pieda cubca la tonne, qu'un navire est capable de prendre ou Currimer, it sullit de diviser 
Te nombre ci-deasus de pieds cubes par 10, ayant dadord fait la déduction convenable 
allougo aux espaces qui doivent étre occupés par I'iqvipage, les rechanges, les appro 
visionnements et V'cau, le trou de pompe, lex baux, &e.; leaquels, ensemble, pratiquement 
arlant, peuvent dtre estimés s'dover A environ 20 pour ecot®, oa un cidquitme de la 
Sontemince cubique totale xous le pont de javges 


© Bar 50 ja cot 2} proven ee emia co nee pu Tapa ocwpt yar [éqepge 
Scere tree ms Oe ert see scm: can prpon SAE Spoor eth pour lat Cane, 

cS pect oar sy Tissknie. er cmos io reonge a=. cc. Chapa, rie, 
Scere vein ee 3 par prt se de ls owblanaiee cubigve tote de Ia eale 
‘tier seen yds jor atom oe cn, Tersmage 











“Par exemple, le tonnage de régistre sous le pont de jauge étant comme ci-dessus de 
619 tonnes, In eontenance cabique de Ia cale est de 61,000 pieds cubes et 61,900 — 
p20 — 49,520, contenance cubique nette, ct 4752 —- 1,238 tonnes, quantité de 
marebandises ‘exportation au volume qui peut-ttre arimée. Ov, dans le cas de 
rmarchandises importation, & 50 pieds cubes ln tonne, nous avons *2,§4° = 990 tonnes.” 

(8,) Et encore, sion veut connaltre le tonnage de poids qu'un navire peut parter, on 
obticat une approximation utile en divisant le nombre de pieds cubes de Ia cale comme 

dessus, par 63; daquel résultat il faut retrancher le poids de Teau, des approvisionne- 

ments de Iquipaze et des effets, lequel, dans le oas d'un approvisionnemeat pour un an, 
ea, pratiquemeatparlant dre etm sever &caviron 7 pour cea, ou un guaorsiine 
iv résultat cides. 

“Par exemple, le tonnage de régistre sous Jo pont de jauze éiant, comme plas baut, 
cde G19 tosteg te todeninen taniyee tine eto coecin Gh-bUS piabe talon ot Eiet 
{082 tonnes, poids brut de leno, des approvisionnements, da fardoge et da changement, et 
082 — 42 — 912 tonnes, poids net du chargement et du fardage.” 

, dwn (Pavel) nie que i capaci mous dps te syatime Moor 
soit plu petite qoo le paralléldpipédle circonscrit,ainal que Va avaneé M. Rumeau. Dv 

‘on mioltiplie une motodre profondeur ct une moindre longueur avee le langueur, 
{iW sensuit que la cube du parallélépiptdo circonscrit & 1a cale pouvait étre beaucoup plus 
petit que Ia capacité entiére du naviro, 

3M, le Colonel Stoker remercie tout d'abord "Honorable Détégué des Pays-Bas de 
Vexpond historique elae et fucide des divers ayatémen de juoger les batiments, en usaze 

dant les teois deroerssigeles. Ce eécit prouve que depuis deux conte ans la question 3 
Aé bien tule et comprise en Holland, pendant que autres nations travailatent dans 
‘t wappropriient des réultats déja obtenus sans avoir conna bee bases sur 

lesquelles ibs reponaient. 

M. le Colonel Stokes decsande seulement la permission de relever wae abscevation de 
M. Janien. M. le Déligué des PaysBas a attribud fo changetwent do Ia lol de 1773 en 
Angleterre A Viotroduction de la vapeur. A Yavia de M. le Colonel Stokes,  change- 
tment devait étre plutat attibud ila nécewité de mettre fia avx tnavaises constructions 
‘eucouragées par In Lot de 1773, Cette lot fist dépendre exelasivement fe tonnage dun 
Dbitiment de deux dimensions, de ta longueur et de ta largeut. En Angleterre on avait 

substitué dans ta formule de =f; (anctenne forwole Hollandaise) & D., a profondeur, 
41, ou moitlé de i largour, De’ mime A, on avait substitué L—f B, de sorte que 
is targeur 1S était deveave ta dimension dominante. 

Ta risoltat a dtc quan constructenr, en tainteoant Ia looguear et ts langeur du 
boitiment pourait en augmenter ta en doonast plus d'extention & sa peofondeur, 
sane que le tonnage futen fen change’ Algal pour ave quelques ceataloas de toones do 
plus sue lesquelles Te bitiment pourn [0 fret sans payer des drolta, lo constructeur 
suerte Toe qualités de son bitiment, it dans ls plus tauenises conditions soit le 
A€curité, eat de vitemse de ninrche, 

‘Volel dove trois ineonvénients auxquels il flat renner: — 

1. Fraude de revenue pablics et privés: 

2, Forme dangerewse donnée aw navire 

4, Mnuvaise marche des navices. 

Ciest pour parer & ces inconvénients qu’on  chagé Into. 

Aussi longtemps, a dit M. lo Colonel Stokes, que lon maiotenat & la construction 
4'un uavire la proportion en profondour a la moitié do «3 largeur principale, on ne fausait 
pas dine Te caleul Ix vérité da tonnage. C'est pourquot il n'y pas liew do x0 plaindre 
{que M. Mooryom ait dté déterminé dans Ye choix du diviscur 100 par fa considération qu'l 
Wen résultoralt qu'une difference insensible sur le total du tonnage dela merine marchande 
Angie. “Car la neue inexacttode A regretier ne port eh lié gue ear des fits 
Denis, ausquele on ne pouvait remdice et n’affectit on rien Ia sérité des statistiques 
fondées sur lx nouvelle loi. 

M. le Delégué de France a observé que fe tonnage protut par te diviscur 100 deerait 
ngeesenirenent Etre woindre que celui produit par Fancien diviseur 94, ear ce dernier était 
appliqué & an molndre votune que le iptde circonserit. Mais M. le Colonel 
Stiker ne yuri adele Peete de ete deacon. La cbatire quale Je 

ivisear 100 est_appliqué comprend ent, tacuis que lepiptae a 

le dieiwoar 94 du pian, Me icooweivale pes la toalad du ‘vires trom te 

Tongucur ait dininuce. de} de Ia largeur, la profondeur méme, ealeulée A raison de 

moitié de la largeut, ne représentait qu'gue mesuro intérieure : ainal les diviseurs 94 et 

100, par le fait quis stappliqasient respoctiverent & des corps essentellement différents, 

poutuicot tris bien prodatte deux tonnages 4 peu prés de la méme grandeur. 
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observations de M. Rameau fondé str une 
M. te Colonel Stoke repond cave wax observations de M-Tech 


publietion de M Mooreom et tendant & démontrer que 


acon avce le eyeitme Anglls. ‘ 5 
A rece Sa eit, (1) que le tonneau de eapacté dit Moorson 
Hed eabesrest quiune expression pour la facilité du 

a ecapecte réellé et wiliable aan 


est effectivement un tonneau de 50 
‘Que In tonne de 100 pieds cul 
jeugenge ct qu'elle n'a aucun titre pour exprisicr 
bisiment. 4 
Tt pat y avo ie 
Quiest-ce que ces 
tonne ow Je tonneas de ox 
de contenit, 


ate gent que sa tonne ost wn volume absolu de 100 pieds cubes, it's 


7 1e poids, 
jamais cn cn vue ts chose contenve ni comme volume, nl comme p 
Mees parle 9 laren et expicits 
Ii dimait en 185 ait adopté eon systénne : ae ee 
Tait oe ce ainehconalaté ext Ximplement wi tonnage cubique, ou vraie. exp 
do atid tatéeieure cubique, dana Iaquaic eluque tonne de tontngo repréucice op 
dein ca Ste et San ey a coma 


: anvdeurs ots copcitée exactes, aussi bien que 
Sonera ep ne ie June grandents au dos ony nas ee 
relatives, de tous bitimer 


ea oe cute ecluelemet en Ua. 

oan Se mot toutes wa dabctun 3 8 
M. le Colonel Stokes nie doo abeolument: aot 

de 50 pieds cubes et affine sans erainte de contr 


ee oe won 46 wo flvre, i parle de tonnes de 40. 60 pieds eubes, 


ae ee tonnes de capacité, comme le pritendont M. Lange et 
ae at auc Ta lent de dr. pare alors del chow contends 
eutrs et comme Mrnentation w pour but de montrer pouryuol om dovrlt alepter son 
syntéwwe, a tonne. 
11 dit que ts 


{ une notable confosion didde termes. 
ane Miyprssion de eapacité? Cet Te oui 
eee Seat Tespresnon dun certain volume ou espace 


mie dont hove wavons qu’ua eritdriam tr 


le 6 qu'il d par Cour 
deco i ltl ue de More 


Lion que Morro n'a jamais vouls 


° conus, le 
capacité don Witiment_ea tonnes de_oo aystéme étant eonnue, 
Geo ait immélatemont faire Yo calcolexnet dex mnechandives qu'il peu loge dans 
négociant peut immer eacais exerapes Jo dienes exptoes de marcbandiios 
Peeps te orice sears autres Tavale woul, ta xa tos cxemplos salt 
Frou jsled Pudoption de sn apt 

{I"ve patlenent eu Tateotion de 


tei moment que Yun pute dune tonne ois un tonneau Je capacit I! ert é¥itent 


. si Lovee den ae pouvalt Inieser un doute 4 cet gard, ce qui n'est paw, le bon wens 
suflirait pour condiro i la uéme conch ea 
dive, ae at payer. Cela et a ‘vrai qu’on fait payer to navire meme lorequ’ ‘Wo'y 
miarchandises 4 bord. e sak seals 
se det cou pte co atime oi fn an 
eon a Sens tne do a yo wap en ea 
caphe ‘Hee variations infinios par Teajvellos passa le mame navire dans Ve charget 


suceeasif dev tnarchaadiees. ree bn ae 
ee, runité & déterminer, était dono wniquement ne unite dos 
nt ae pond et ce que ltl 8x8. Crest done on van quvon woud 
Seorsom de Ie Wi auclle de Moorsom et par lee raisons go's Ikatine 
see in 100 eds en ete ait espace, Pane 
‘fi ‘oivre Hea ioaplrations du bon sens, car en te 
see propniton Moore: fa chargemett det te jtuttica dune soul wot i eualt 
omspte des variations dane Mu aura sobatitot la contusion 8s ampli petique, 
a a eisection, qu ont dicts ta rope de Moora, alate 
Sainte option de cate uiténfant ps Ye donnée stattiqnes da Roynamne- ah 
dont Je tnaintien est si iwportant & pla points de vue dinterét public, le total da 
Seat Ie ipaotien i ardounde. sufrant Te javgeage de le Loi de TSH, ctant& peu de 
choses prés Ie mene que sous Tancenne h 
Page BO de i de 1888 dsm rg 


(61) 


confondee 1s chose contenue aves te corps con- 


srohan 
ras de 


tld “ Revlow of tho Lam of Toagn” 
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2. Elle ne portait aucune atteinte & Ie sic Aaissai 
F spor alteinte A Yexéoution des jstants ; isi 
dun ci suite toutes les ressources ésvant de cx contrat et 'un aul et chs 
Merete eon abla 
cmt dani ae Tat Par un caleal trés simple, le nombre de pieda cubes 
eae 
dears Bile se prétit par conséqnent au cleat facile de tn quantité de sarchand 
Mtr ou lauryl o tle exc quien peut me Ueno ele Sarat 
Peat indiqué pour chaque marchandise par les tables d'estévages 


Ceci implique quiil » i 

a wil vogit de Ia capacité réellement.utiisable i 

saci wet pe detent mesure secieeetonslaneomes 
% donne tout dabord In eapacité totale. Iles on ne peut ari 

Soe ot tare H de capacié totale Il ext dvideat qu'on ne peut ariver a 


de cot cité tot x is i 
wetious qu ne sont pa azitratey mais qui enlent de Kt ak sae ee 


M. le Colonel Stokes ro Wexpli iar es tice 
Fo oe 4 réservo dexpliquer lorsque Ia question du tonnage net ser 
fle Colonel Stokes so rimume on 
one Lanel Stoles so résurye en, constatant quo Moorsom n'a jamais défini 
ct ne rl eu oh eed 
Gucaaneed rier ello de eapacité, dont Nemploi doit conduire 4 deterusing 
ent ode tate as endo pr feces Saas eet 


M. te Colonel Stokes ajoute on termi 
aie: joute en ninant que son honorable colli 
ay ppel it j ema, jue In plupart des mations maritimes, a au Frauke res a 
tlleambang namagne, a Norvége, le Danewarek, les Busts Unis d Amérique, ia Frenes 
lem, oot adopt le aa ais. La Turquie vient de Vndopter également a 
icc ar Seas St ae oe ene 
renal Ne somurés par'un examen appro~ 
li un prewice diviseur pour ol avis 
ed car gan ani eee, cite aie on vat 
. ajoate que le diviseur de 280 eat autre | 


pour le paaldtépipade Suit le mime que celal de Mono, 9° 280. Le diviceur 


M. Rameau repliqne i 
que lo divisour était plus petit que celui d'avjourd’ 
oan gs ate a a he es 
ke vasa ns ‘Deen os rae t, le diviseur de 1 100, a0 ae do lover, ainsi 
AM, Matted pose que quelques éetaiecl 
‘ar fama Tele or ML: Roman gees peed oat tas ee fom Be 
fame ue le partie restr eee 
ssldinesiean vet Wodord la régle de la loi Francaise de Nivose an I, att 
iathétaticen Lgenr, i observe que Ia Tongueur pour la Jauge ctait Ta neereuaree 
In loves mond at pont of elle evans eit Trae t Vambot sores 
Sie lemaae 990 du dlessous dus pont limitant Ia cule aa-deosus de 
_ Tout en adinettant quo dfaprés Ia rigle de Niv ‘ 
meio a6 dpi, at ror gos a ae ogee dn 
bar VOcdonoaace de 1897 quiweat subatitgle mesurage itéteue | ate 
ras tard, par décision administrative, autorisé le mewurage de la nha mien 
px eh mo Juaqu'au payol (pl Gablit au fond de 1a enle) toutes ri fois qu’i 
sent in ‘waniére permanente et ila méme condition que la lanseur serait rnclore 
sir ls | (toons Perales a bord il it noter gue eos dessins adminis 
t aucune limite, nl steve cu payol tirdems tt 
vag i cy des ric a ee eee, 
: les trois dimensions do purilélépipale we sont nallement les dimensions 
extrou Yap 
« = de Fespuce intérioue du navire, tel qi il seralt mevun’ dapris ae 
En conséqueaco i.n'y a nallement & eétooner qu'l at 
. ul alt 
ie résultats de mesurage dyprés Fordonnance Frangahe ou ln i Ange se 
mae coun quo le tonneau de jange Fracgas Cait peu pris sal nu tonto 
‘epant & Vance ta 
ait ta Taian rigle Angluse ("builders tonnage”) il rappelle que le ton 


longueur pour le ue connage " 
lnegene et In detai largeur, divisé par 04, mper ane oS a a 
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couple au fort, augmentée de Ia double épaisseur du bordage de fond, et 1a longueur poor 
le —— “ait celle mesuréo an pont entre ['étrave ot Tétambot diminuge des} de 
1a largeur. 

‘On voit dabord que Ix Iongueur pour le tonnage était bien moindre que celle du 
navire. Sion réBéchit ensuite que justement & cause de cette rigle ily avait un motif ti 
pour donner aux navires tin eredx bien supérieur A la moitié de la langear, arrivant dans bien 
Jes cas au chiffre de Ia largeur méme, om verra que le parnllélépipdde des trois dimensions 
était vullement circonsert A espace quit aurait été mesure daprés In r¥gle Moorsom, et 
fue c'est parfaitement concevable que application des deux méthodes une grande 
‘quantité de nnvires ait donné des résultats presque identiques. i 

‘Cuoiqu'll en soit de Fexactitude des méthodes employées, il est certain que Munité de 
Javgeage a toujours &é une certaine quantité espace, sans aveun rapport néccssaire 
‘iu poids des marchandises que cet espace pourrait contenir, Aussitdt que Ton x trouvé i 
Propos de taxer les navires, en dehors de la marcbandise qu'ls pouvaient porter, il a fallu 
hercher une base pour eette taxation, On a bientbt reconnu que leur ealeu, qui aut 
Gé une bave aser juste, ne privatat pas des données prtiques, atenda quelle dépendait 
A'une foule d'éléments tres variables, tels que leur mode de covstruction, leur Age, &c., et 
0.0 été partout réduit & les taxee d'apris Tear geandour, soit d'aprés espace conten dans 
leurs formes extérieures oa intérieures, caloulé avec plus ou moins de precision 

‘Ou voit par Ih que quand mndme d Torigine on aurait pa avoir igo d'établir une 
Gectaine part entre le cited jaugeage te nombre de tonnesux de poids qu’ua navire 
douné aurait pa charger Tunité de jaugeago ait woe quantié tout a fat arbre, ‘Male 
Tenant méme-ct en suppoxant nccepté Ie principe du cubage exact de tout espace intériour 
des navires, abstraction faite des circonstances, il n'y auruit aucune raison pour He, pax 
prendre pour unité de jaugeage le métro cube, ou un Autre espace queloonque, cing métrex 
Par exemple. 

Malt dane ta détermination de cette unité ty » A tonir coup dum ft dol pln 
grande importance: c'est que cette unité existe, coxt qu'elle u été détermings Wtrbe peu 
Prt, chez la pluport des tations maritiwes & vine dpoque tebe reculée, Kn Angleterre, 
fuoiqoe Te mesurage précis, selon la rizlo Moorwom, ne soit en vigueur que depols Vig 
ns cavieon, il ext prouyé qu'il n'a pas pax altéré lo jaugeage total de In marine marcha 
‘Anglaise, ot que partant la mike, y nce eonnervee qu ait dive depuis 1773. 
‘On peut en dire autant de In France qui dans des cireonstances bien connves, 0 admis 
Yégalité du tonneau de jauge Francais aveo le tonneau Anglais ; et quoigu'elle soit revenue 
Tinta plos tard, la difereace conatatée entee cos doux tonnenux était trop peu de chove 

nur que adoption du dernier pat avoir un eflet seaible sur les intérdts de ses finances ov 

ton comeres marine, On pout en dire tant de Vitali, ob, lex rsles de jangenge 
s¢ rapprochaient beaucoup do celles de Vordonnance Frangaiso do 1837, ainsi que de beaw- 
coup dates matin i aoe 

st ainsi b constater que cette unit de jaugenge existe ot depuis tres loogter 

aquellos paraiternent conn, ‘complatemnent entrée dane les habitudes du mond mee 
recat, Changer cette unité agjoundhul, ce serait’ woo question trés grave; ch I plupart 
des nations uve foule de lols de finance et d'administration we rapportent & octte unité et 
introduction dans ces lois dea changements rendus nécessuires par un changement d'unlté 
exigerait, d'aprds loa formes constitutionnelles en vigueur chez quolques nations, dex années 
fentiores.” Ce serait, de plas, un probleme te&s difficile & résoudre, comment on pourvoirat, 
‘0 attendant, & Texpédition des aflairos. 

En concloant, M. le Délégud d'Talie ext davis que tout en adoptant uno méthode de 
mesure des navites ayant a plus grande préeision, telle que In rele Moorsom, il ne peut 
Gere question dun changemeat dans Tonite de Jaugeage, ot se rllie en, conscquence aux 
‘conclusions de deux do ees colldgues qui Font précédé MM, Jansen et le Colonel Stokes, 

MM. le Colonel Korchikey. veut prouver que le noureat, tonneau Moorsom ont abxoli 
‘went le mame que l'accien. 

La formule de Tavolen tonneau est la longucur de ta quille Gtant déduite de } de 

— 
KxBxB 
¥ = ancien tonneau. 
w 

Moorsom constante que le tonnage total enrégistré de la marine marchande Anglaise 

‘gt dlapeés Tanciense loi ce 3,700,000 Yonoeaus: | It eoave uate ue par Fupplicaion 
le son systtme de mosurage, la capacité totale de cette immense flotte est réellement 
363,412,496 pieds cubes, Sy, ditt: ln capacté totale réelle ext divisée par le tonnage 
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total de résistre, on aura évidemment Ie factcur par lequel la capacité en pieds cubes doit 
‘tre divinée pour produire le tonnage de régistre. 

Cest ainsi que Moorsom obtient le diviseur 98:22 ou pour plus de facilité, 100, 

Ce diviseur sort seulement pour trouver les anciens tonneau rien de pla 
savoir combien de pieds cubes ily a dans ce tonneau (ancien eu nouveau) ? 
‘délulquer 20 pour cent de pieds exbes et le tonnean sera de 80 pieds cubes. "Le diviseur 
Uo? qui nest bon qu’ trourer Fancien Tonneau, ne repréente pas Ta quanité de piede 

Ainvi, si on vonlait prendre entre Jes diviseurs existants de 40, 50, 63, ct 50 ta 
moyenne de 60, M. Je Colonel Korchikolf pense quo ls question seeut résolue et qu‘on 
"aunt etoin aucun changement dans les papers de bord 

AM. Zamara necepte en tous pointa tos conclusions présentées par MAL. les Délégués 
«doa Pays-Bis ot de In Grande Breteane peel ene 

Af. Togores dit que la quostion étant Aébative dane manidre aussl exacte que brillante 


pur les honorables membres qui Vout préoédé, il n'auralt qu'hadhérer aux idées établies par 
MioteJnusca, Mate! 3 d'autees; i proud copendant la bate dy Sone ‘ 


‘Fy ajouter quelques mots, 
co quia été fait duns tous les pass pour ealouler Ia jauge des aavienpouvane ctr & 
Voluiteissement dex questions dont la Commission est ni 


n Espagne, ditil le probléme du jangeage a été traité depuis une époque trés reculée 
Les premitres dispositions ndoptées se confondent avec Ia décoaverte de I'Amérique, mals 
cotmmne cette partic historique ancienne n'intdresse, pas le débat dans soa clat actucl, ik 
commencem par In premidre Ordonnance Royale do 1842, dans laquelle ve présente pour 
1a premidre fois Vanité tonseau, sous lo nom, il ext vrai, do buriquor 

Cotte ordonaance presetit en offet que ia capacité des navires se rendant oux Indes 
doit étre de 100 bariques ('*toncles machos”). Don José Vestia, dans son Nort da 
Constructeur,” publié en 1672, explique aussi la barique en disant que c'était une capacite 
ou volume tout-ivfait Grux au tonneau do son tonps. Or, 'Ondonoance Royale du 
9 Detain eS établit una wo iére claire et précise que lo tonneau est un volume de 
'§ codos cubiques do vivora, qui sont*équivaleats 4 7019 picds cubes de Burgos ou b 
1,018 métres cubes : = a 

Dans la méme ordonnance une méthode de Jaugenge était formulée, d’apris Iaquelle 
con mesuralt la longueur, ls larger, la profondeur as ereux, Ia Tongueor de Ie qule ot a 
Jnrgeur au plan des varingues:; on’ y tronvait aussi ane explication tes minudieuse de la 
manitre de combiner ces dilférenter mowures afia darriver & ta Jouge, C'etait 1a une 
méthode de jangeage. 

Ainsi To mot “tonneau” A soa origine no représente qu'une unité de capacité ou de 
Yolumio blen exactement dfinl, surtout depuis 1613, cepeadant on 'a confonda plus tard 
{2s souvent aveo te touneuu do poids, 

Creat diapris ce jaugenge quo lox navires marchands étaient taxés h cette 6poque pour 
Je palewent des droits de navigation; quelques-uns ile ces droits, comme ceux nppelis de 
mouillage, Stent peryus par YAmiral de Castille: d'autres avaient plutds un but protee 
‘our, comine ceux que payaient lex batoaux & Venteée de la riviéro Ue Seville, quand te 

inont pas 4 VArehevéehé, 


Staiont toutefois enilérement indépendants des 
qoe te mavite poovalt transporter; c'étnit dea droits annesée 
pour ainsi dire au naviee (ui-mbme considéed comme appareil de transport. 

D'un autre ebté lex Dounnes porcevaient dos droite sur Vimportation. et l'exportation 
des marchandises,résiis tantt par V'onité de polds (Je quintal), tantbt par Ia valeur dee 
ubjet embaryogs ou ddbarqués. Cos divite etsient toute dvtinets des droits de 
navigatio 

‘On voit done combien A cotto dpoque Tunité do poids et cello do capacité étaient 
cluirement dfinies pour la navigation.“ Jusqu'alors le tonneau repréventait seulement vine 
unité de volume, 

Lordonnance de Colbert sur la marine établit en Franc, ea 1681, les premiers 
raglements de jaugeage. Diapris cette ontonnance, un volume de 42 picds cubes, soit 
espace oceupé par quatre baniques de vin de Bordeaux pesant 200 livres, est l'unité de 
jwuge. 

Oi obtanalt Te tonnage Deed eed peta. cette ordonndace, a niesaant la rosie 
do In calo en pieds cubes et en Je divisunt par 42. Le tonnage était done le wolame de la 
calo exprimé on unité de 42 pieds cubes, maix en mame temps il exprimait aussi pour le vin 
ou Tex narehanitises de mide encombrement, en tonneaux de 2,000 livres, le poids que le 
navite pouvait transporter. Cependant, sous co dernier point de vue, Fexactitude die. 


vt uutres consirations compliquant le probléme par rapport aax conditions de 
lu navire. 
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it i dt qu’ do marchandises, dont Te 
route supposition devenait absurde aussitt qu'il s'agissait de marchan 
Rite pet ooperey me r regs mT 
Peat ainsi que dans le commerce on tint compte, pour ley afirternents des navres 
dtu volume oceupe par 2,000 livres de pois de In marchandise & embarquer. Le prix de 
transport ou frét varie sclon que Ia rmarcbandise eccupe un yolutne moindre ou plus gran 
12 pieds cubes, ou tout autre volume elioisi pour nite. 
aa: Beneil ee. See i interprétée, on a commences A confondre Ie volume avec 
le poide Mle Daggué s'Espagne eat persuadé que Uuoité tonneau de poids alors de 
42000 lire, sintenant de 1,00 hlogates és introduite caHspagoe de France, od 
son avis, elle eut son origine de In toons de jauge. eas a, 
surtout par les employés douaniens allizunnt les differences que Yon remarquait entre 1e 
Feit ice Cormtack de jauge capris les papiers de bord ct celui dea tonneau des 
tarciuindises debarquées, “M. Togorer repéte que toute ide do poids ae rattochant wi 
fauze ext eotidrement inexacte, car le jaugeage ne raurait jamaiv répresenter 
1 Je voluine des capacités intérieures dan navire 
se arauite de, relaiations cbutinges, une nouvelle Ordonnance Royale et date da 
19 Septembre, 1742, réptait avce de tees legers ohurgements, 1a formule ou méthode de 
Jaugenge de 1612 aveo ton unité de 70.19 plod cubex Malheureusement Terrour n'était 
ve celal et on contioun tout do mene pour longtemps, & confondre te poids avec le 
te ine desi “ Gabriel 
Le 1+ Juillet, 1889, lo Ministére de ta Marine désigon le evant marin Don Gnbri 
Ciscar a dln - irofondie do Is. question, et de trouver un moyen teror Tea 
amineuses Héelumations. En copséquenice celuie) propor dans un rapport adressé nu 
Gouvernement, de txet Ios navies apres te poids, dex marehondlves quits pourraient 
Iransporter, ceatvdire, dopmis Vexporant, de charges il proposiit aves Ja manigee de 
determiner Ia fottaison lage ct la flottaison en charge, pour coloulee le déplacetnont de It 
he de enréoe comprise entre les deux. . 
Le ta Mors, Te3ty, cette mdthode duit adoptée par une ordonnance aul reta en 
‘guewr jusqu'an 18 Décembre, 1844. ; 
sre on rid Sa Grrl ern kt 
talent reconnu de Don Gabriel Ciscar qui en était Tauteus, on wien a pu fairo aucune 
ication utile, En effet, on pourrait parvenie h déterminer Ia. flottaivon Igo en 
shksurent que le navire ne contenait en ce momnent-—IA aucun poids mutre que CUR qui 
Sont propres A. son fonctionnement, mais iL n'en eat plas de méme poor la flottalson on 
charge, | Celleci varie uivant les mers que be navite doit fréquenter, suivant len saisons, 
Suivent Ia densité et Vencombrement des marchandises qu'il dolt trangporter, ear In hauteur 
Gy centre de graviléde la ebarge par rapport A celul de Ia oardne a une: grande influence 
sur lon conditions de oavigabilité du navite. : ; 
TG wait combien i ext difcle Je fixer Timmersion do tn cardoe. jusqu'as point h 
fect Sage I acai de We marigtion seit comproming pig ‘lle varie Ons des 
smi Ae Gone ted contraint de revealt aux snclenoos méchodes ot de ritablie tes 
Onlonnancen de 1742 et de 1713 avec une unité de volume pour le jaugeage égale fb 70:10 
pileds cubes —~ 1,528 metres cubes et uno formule applicable & tous les naviros, ta mnémve 
i continue jusqu'h co jour b ttre appliquée en Espagne, 
$e cong jh ee Ne EN nape gue 
Tongucur de Ia quille ext tole fois sa Iaegeur, ce qui stait vrni en 1742, mais qui no Vest 
es Anglaise dle 185: été fait 
‘Tel Gait Vtat de lx question en Espagne lorsque ta loi Anglaise de 1854 a été faite. 
Tavcst pss posible derbi une eaparulaan eutre eos veils méthodes ewpiriques 
et la mdthode Anglaise qu ve dhtingne par son carctze de prison géomrque suet 
‘quill ext possible dobtenir dans tn pratique, : 
saat o iranec uoie Commisions oot &é wommées successivernent depuis 1854, pour 
La premidre, en 1855, a seconde en 1861, In troisitme 


[a premitre missions proposait dans son rapport, Vabandon don réglox 
de jaugelse de 1857 sors cn vigueur en France et Fadoption, en prisipe, de ta méthode 
‘Anglaise, qui prenait pour base de W'éablissement de la jange des navires, les volumes 
exacts de toutes les capacités propres h recevoir du chargemont y compris les Juneites, 
Foufes, tengues ou autres constructions accessoires élablies sur le pont supéricur, 

Ta troisitmme Commission dont Je rapporteur était M, de Fnimenville est aussi du 
mime avis et conclut queles rézles du jaugeage Anglais désignées dans I’Acto de Navigntion 
de 1854, bates var Ta mesure géometrique de a tolaié des capacités intéieory 
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e, n'étant pas spdcialiste, il pporte 
A sn aac de a ‘Grade: Brags des Pays-Bas, 
ee ieee eet Denna eat la meilloure méthode de 
‘sera bien, chez la plupart dea Pulsatncen maetimess mtnode 
he pouvait tarder plus longtemps & adopter cette 
ee redaie 1868 i hggeets fr nr Pate ins pat 
‘Article LIL de ce Trait stipol ‘in 
ry leet dane wre sae ne des taxes locales iny 
lo juillet, 1863, qui approuve Ia delibérat 
vers, on date du 22 Juin, 186}, Cette detibération 
LOGS ah ols des cocuidesteguies Betast ea memresoete 


ayer A Anvers, en vertu de ce réglement, 
M, Janssen ne fait pas historique nf rN deer mde ie os ice oe 
pourra peu intéraser ik Goafirence et que d'un autre eds, 
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Tinpontes 8 la navigation des pays cavers lesquels la Belsique est eruagée des Traites, 
et qui, de I'm ‘o'imy 
Gouvernement n’a pas le droit d'exiger d’elle Palit 

Tin question edt cvé tres simple i on eit pu trouver un moy atétablir on rupport 
exact mine te madthode de jaugeage Anglaise ct lo systue actuellement suivt Pt la 
Dostne Beige, il ett sufi, dans ce cas, de ramence Je tonncnu Belge au onsen Anglais 
Erde changer, en conagquenct, I forte du tai des droite de port ot cle bossia ide Ia ville 
@Aqvers, sans altérer le fond. 

Mat comme ce rapport exact o'exisc at Belge a pensé que, pour 
arriver A la réfarme de #00 syst ‘manquer & aucun de hits, ih soudlirait 
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oi i Hea tance locales & pager h Anvers sera souimis A Fpprobation des dtforentes 
Paissanees maritines 

tances maritnieL pense quien ne ssurait iavoguer Wane manide, ginécile pour 
Peco ie roniome Anglais, cette considéraion quvi-n'auralt pas introdoit de changes 
iment dans l'état de choses antérieur. ‘Si Ion consulte le baréme & Taide duquel la Commis- 
creat fanepcenne du Danube réduit les mesuren des autres pays. en_unites "Anglaives, 
roe are altxicurs Palseances, qui aot ue marine tr importante, wt erynlent et que 
uclguesdined we serveut encore un tonneas do jauge beaucoup plas pete 

quct-unes we Here Tedoption du aystame Anglais co Autnche, Je pavillon Austra: 
Hongroie tat afexté h Galats. du facteur 0778 co qui Hndique Wh cart du révultat 
Moctsom supérieur 820 poor cent. C'est da resto dane cette proportive dee Je Cubinet 
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Rea a. Tout cs batiments Helléaiques et Saniotes dont te ating, est ante: 
rieur & 1867, c'est-b-dire & leur ‘assimilation & la lol Frangaixe de 1837 sont taxds d'apros: 
Fe eye ea Teallons avant 1a rodiication de 1862 qui m introdalt b peu pres te 
Je eterrangais avaient We facteur 0'89, Creat aussi Je nite multiplicateur qui afhete 
Pesore adjourn Te pavillon Hollandais, d'aprés dex Jaugeages comparatife opénie a 
Fer ae'ie Grande Tetagoe sur 89" bllments. Si ce ésultat 8 une valeur 
pproximative, il n'y worat pws identi entre les résultats oblenus en Mollande par 
Tekpcrience e<culaire ot ceux que consacre le yttme Angi 

‘Quand av mode Frangals: ‘antérieur au 24 Décombre, | 
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r résente un résultat de 


peu infcriour A Anglais, cat que Ia jauge Frangxine avait om 183 réclamations 
Fee nicer dl ee modification wotivéo par le besoin do la metre daccor aveo caie 
ercustques autres pyr, comme It remort da rapport au Moi quia été mis sous les yous de 
MM. les Délégués. 

1 PTT ajoute qu'il 06 faut pas exagérer Minfluence que Je diviseur pouvait suble 
ehtimement par euite du mesurage d'enpaces qui n’avaiont pus été mesusée aque, 
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Sc Pe ponvant donner qw une appréciation provissire et approximate; il ajoute 
que In mdthode AustrocHongroiae notamment, part amener Aun résultat preferbie 
Afi qufon ebtieat par ln rosthode Anglais, mirtout si Von tenalt) comps om Silty 
cea a Hate dea changements réealtants de Vemplot di fer ot de Vallongement des 
vavires. 
He Colonel Stoker réplique & une observation fhite par M. le Baron d/Aveil que te 
comparison da tonnage du. Royaume Uni falte par NM. Moorsoin poet déterminer le 
Fee co repandat Ie onnage déterminé par la Jai de 1836 (" now meururnent °) et 
on pas celti Bee par Fancienne li, et que par conséquent le divieeur 100 wavult pas cite 
‘connexion qu'an 1ui a attribuée avec Ie divisear 94. 

Tea prowicr hous il avaiteté presque imédistement recon quale Loi de 1896 ait 
i woe, decxitme Tieu Je tonnage total du Royaume wavait jamais été constaté 
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du Royaume selon ancien systéme, et c'était effecti 


dliviseur 94 qui servit de base a la comparaison 
100, 


ment ce tonnage avee son 
iblie pour Ia détermination da facteur 


M, Zamara fait observer & M. le Baron d’Avril 

salouls fats en Autriche-Hongrie sur un grand nombre d 
tonnage Austro-Hongrois et I'Anglais a été trouvé étre 0°82 et que ce rapport fat officelle. 
‘went établi pour la réduction de ancien tonnage des navires Austro-Hougrois a nourena 
tonnage d’aprts les Lois da 15 Mai, 1871, dans le cax ou des navires de cette catécorie 
rriveraiont dans on port de Empire od il n'y aurait pas un jangeur officiel. 

M; Jansen (Pays-Bas) dit en répoose it Mle Baron d'Aeal gee pour Tet 
Hollandais, Ia Commission du Danube a adopts lo multiplicateur 0-89 atin de la transfornee 
{i tonnage Anglain, it n'y #, pur conacquent, qu'une diffrence de 11 pour cent entre 
le vioux systime de jaugeage et celui de Moorsou 

4M. Mattei consiate pour lo tonnents do Nivose et do 
ditféruit tre peu du tonnage Anglais, 
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duction, est le mionx effectuée par Je myst 
Anglaise 1854 (Articlos * 

Phosiours Déligude nyant demandé Vajournement de la discussion, M. Rummeay appuie 
cette proposition et ddclarw vouloit exposer ses opinions & la prochaine slance, 

M. le Président prononce Vajournement 
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le navires, le rapport entre Fancien 
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Moorsom, tel qui est exposd dans la Lox 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 599. 
Commission Internationale pour le Tonnag 
Procés-Verbal No. 6.—Séance du} Octobre, 1873 (1 Ramazan, 1290), 
Présidence de son Excellence Bouea Pacts. 


Présents : 


Pour I'Allemagne— 
M. Gillet. 
M. Hargreaves, 


Your VAutriche-Hongric— _ 
STM. le Chevaliee de Kose 
M. Zamara, 
M. Nicolieh. 


Pour tn Belgique— 
M. Camille Janssen, 


Pour VE 
Don Angel Runta. 
Don Joaquin Togores. 


yur ta Franco— 
M. le Baron dAvril, 
‘M. Rumenu. 


our la Grande Bretagne— 
M. le Colonel Stoker, 
Sie Philip Francia, 


Pout In Grico— 
M, Anargyros, 


Pour 1'Ttalio— 
M, lo Commandour Mattei, 
M. le Chevalier Verwon 


Pour Jes Pays-Bas— 
M. te Chevatior Jansen, 
M. Keun. 


Pour la Rosie 
M. le Baron de Steiger, 
M. le Colonel Korohikoff. 


Pour Ia Suide et In Norvége— 
Poor fe Chevalier de Heenan, 


Pour ta Turquic— 
Pont io Recolcace Rano Pache. 
Son Excellence Salih Pacha. 


dance cst Iu et adopté. 
Le procte-verbol de la deraiies sdence ot fs) la Commission vote & Punsnimité, des 
Sar ia proposklon de BM: Teen Page te) ik waco de mn noaces eh pattcn- 
Famers ctor mia par Hu la action da ptocts-verbal do la dernitre seas 
‘Nerement pour les soins tt Mie Président, Je Secrétsire donne iecture d'ano lottre que 
sige c edrtange 4 2on Excellence en'date du 21 Octobre, ne I anemetr i 
aoa ain) air voumettre& Vapprécation de MA. lex Delégus. 
Jee pettmenees! ait observer que des com nncatons deca gusts contcomat do ta 
7 al peutdtre pas tre lues en stances 
Polémigue de joemnal ne devreent Fier guide par us expeit dimparialité en. donoant 
M. le Président console ae quils lu parvieznent, do tous les léments qui pour- 
Smear cation, au for ct dcr nur ok travaux dela Coaféronce, U-eroit qu'on poutznit se 
mee ee emcee’ ena Te rapport. Dailleurs, la Commission est toujours libre 
de tee Je mode dusage quelle veat fare d’envois de ee genre, 5X 
Ny 








MM. Jansen (Pays-Bas), De Kosjek, De Steiger, Stokes, ot d'autres Daégnés appuient 
In eaalew de yt ds 008 Eetallnen lee Pace % 

1M le Colonel Stokes propose la rslaton suivante — 

“ Ladiscussion de Ia letre de M. Girette portant sur la question du tonnage brut, sera 
mise a Yordre da jour d'une séance prochaine, 

AM. Janssen (Belgique) reaet entre les mains de M. le Président ane seconde proposi- 
tion ainsi congues— 

"La Commission prend ennaaissance do Ia lettre de M. Girette, ordonne son dépdt sur 
Je bareau et passe & Vordre da jour." 

La priorité ayant &é admnise pour ta résolution proposée par M. Ie Déiégué de 
Belgique, la Commission M'adopte. 

Son Excellence Edhem Pacha donne ta parole & M, Rumeau pour faire son exposé 

M, le Délégué de France pred la parole on cos termes ;— 


* Messiowrs— 

Apri les manifextations do ta dornidro séanco et celles qui ont si 
ment de celler-ci, je ne puis gudre me disimuler quo je me trouve en présence d'un 
fuditoire prévenu.” Je n'y done, que peu dW'espoir deramener In Commision & mon 
opinion ; essuierai, cependant, de Varrétcr dans In pente dangereuse et Ia Gausne voie ot je 
1 vols s"éngager. 

Jono répondral pas A co qui a été dit dans Is derniire séance. A part quelques 
points que fai pu saisir et dont Je parkerni en passant, comme rentrent dans mon cadre, je 
ne suis pad alte d'avoir bien compris lex arguments ot les idées de nos nombroar, trop 
nombreux contruficteurs; et pour lex bien comprecdry, Ia matitre stant de sa nature 
tebsulélicate, jinueni besoin de lire et d'étudicr le procés-verbal, aprés qu'il aura 608 imprimé, 
maintenant qu’ll vient d°étee anvité, 

* La Commission me pantonnera de présenter, en commengant, comme base do mou 
‘exposé, quelques détails quo ebacun ici connate aus blen et mletix que mol, et qui n'wuront 
autre mérite que d'etre bref. 

* Les facultés de (runaport d'un navire peavent trouver leur Timite, d'un obté, dane 
le poids du chargement, et de Voutte, dans le volume de ce chargement. On conguit ea 
fet, que pour los Corps Yourds, et partieuligrement pour es métaax, on puldse en loger 
dans Jo navire beaucoup plus quil n’on peat porter, sans cesser d'etre navigable ot sans 
compromettre aa sdeurité, Pour les corps légurs, ou contraire, it peut arriver qu’oa en 
rempline entidrement lor lance da navire sans te charger d’an poids wuflieant pour obtenir 
Venfoncement nécemaire A une bonne navigation, en Wautees termes, sans le charger da 
‘poids qu’ll est expable de porter. 

“On canaldiee comme corps ours ceux qui, sous un volume do 42 pleds (1m, 44) 
pint plas de 1000 biog: dans les conditions ot ts wont embarqués, et comme corm 
légers coux qui, sous Je méme volume et dans lea mimes conditions, pisent moins de 
1,000 kilog, ou 1,000 Ketog wu pls. 

“Pour lex marchandises Wzéres, cost ta eapacité da navire, ou da moins ta partie 
utiliiable de cette eapacité qui détermine In limite duc ebargement ct comme c'est lo cas le 
plus ordiaaire, on a été naturellement amens A mesurer Ia puissance de texnsport d'un 
navire par la movure de sa eapacité. On arrive alnsi A tn mesure du transport en volume. 

La transport on poids dépend da volume d'eau que déplace le navire, de ce qu'on 
tppelte son déplacement, lequel dépend Iui-mimo do +a capacité. On eowmprend sins que 
Je transport en poids soit dans un rapport étroit avec lo transport en volume. I peut ea 
ditférer, néanmoins, roais il en différe peu en général, et ik y a dautant moins d'incon- 
‘vérionts & les confondre et ia prendre In mesure de l'un pour la mesure de I'autte, que les 
transports ca volume sont de beaucoup les plus nombreux. 

En France, on a adopté depuis lonztemps comme unité de mesure Ie volume de 

ents cabes (ajour"hal 1m. 44), oi était Vespace oceupé dans Iacale par 4 barriques 

esant ensemble t tonne de’ 2,000 livres (aajoard’aui 1,000 kilog:). Ce volume 

trés sarwiblement zal au volume do $0 pieds Anglaia (exsetersent 51 pieds) en usage dans 

Jn marine de Is Grande Bretagne, est co quion appelle le toaneas volume ov tonneau 
d'oncombrement. 

Le tonneau de poids est de 1,000 kilog. en France et de-1,015 kilog. en Angleterre. 

‘On voit que Je tonacan de poids comme to tonneau volume sont ’ trés peu pres len wnémmen 
cet Angloterry ot on France et qu’ils peuvent étee confondas sans erreur sensible. 

“Toute marchandise lézbee occupant un eapace de 2 pieds cubes (I'm. +H 60 mexure 
noutlle) sk somptée pour um tonaeas qulquen sot le poke.» Sealeeat a ew de 
ccuber la imarchandiae pour en détermince le volume, ce qui serait long et coilteus, on la 
pio Ie plus ordinairement et on ea détermine te volume par le poids Woprés un tarif 
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s en 
te te pour une tonne le poids correspondant & 42 pic 
ie. re ated iqron appelle Te onncau de frét. Il varie avec In nature de ta 
Jaane qua ke ome AD a es de tm 
aaa car exemple, que poor Je thé et Jo coton, objets considérables de transport 
ttn paren Ee coc 40 hog ssa 
sont sensds oocuper 42 a cubes. On compte une tonne de coton ee enlhs Bs 
400-Aaloz, ov 800 kiloz, suivant que cette maftére est ex Dalles prossées <6 comttes, 
talles simploment. pressces ou en balles non pressdes, parce que, dans cos SONS G Ute 
300, 400. et 300 Kilog. occupent 42 picds, La variation du poids du tonnean pinkie Oy 
rien sur lo prix da fret, qui, pour le méme yoluine reste Te méme pouy toutes les tar. 
Thandinee atres que les iarchandises lourdes. Pour cos dernigres. i n'est plas quecich 
de volume, on les pase ct les 1,000 kilog, sont complés pour une tonne, quelive 
Volume correspondant & ce poids ‘ 
“in net, pour le dire en passant, qu’en dehors di torent 
esl foo quit» it dang aerate wane, wn tonnes 
iandiaes. Le poids du tonneau varie aves Jn. ni " 
‘fon ie ae cot p a que lo frit, ae des exceptions dans le détail des quelles if ext 
Venter et qui n'infirment yas la régle. $ 
is a pees pcs, ee France, remonto au dix-sopt-sitele, D' apie 
Yordonnance de Colbert de 16ST, 08 obtenait le tonnage des navires en évaluant thet 
Coartoment que posable le volume de Jour eale en pieds cubes, ot en divisant co volu 
f wax dle 42 picds oubes 
* Ce mode de jaugeage donoait exactement le nombre de tonneaox 
aque Je anvie’ pouvaltrecevoir das va calc, ces-t-dica son tonnage val, Het} 
sncontrait dant la pretique une dificulté sirieuee, celle du mesurnge direst de Tet fis 
Sopsrant suivant den procélée défectacux: et divers, doonsit dow eévultats. différents 
dane tees 5 
souvent sacra yaa your ot de mel Act inconeéiet, Ele a vuls 
conser ine dein division de Ia capacité do In cale par te yoluun 
ra or cits 2 pds, oben cette capaci par ua procédé pu 
Bane aren conséquence, te parallélépipide circonserit au navire, en wulllp 
Toupucur, par'es largeor et aa profondeur, et recherché enauite quel pouvait ére le rapport 
eect olin eapacité du auvire avec cslle du paraldlopipéide. La rapport adopté a 
O-10 ou plus exactement 0-440, co qui suppose quo la eapacité du naviro neat ue le 
O-446 oc moins de Ia woitié do celle du puralldipiptde, Rn désignont par P. le volun 


Nélépiptde, le volume du navire sera exprimé par 0446 P. et son tonnage pa 
Se nsen aa rma rplication pratique de tn formule exige deux opérations, une 
oultiplication et une divisons mals on peut Ia simplifir, et est co.qu on x fit 00 


iv or termes de to imction par 0-486, et on obticnt inal ta formule pl 
Girvan ES Hieuqucte Tall w 6 en France Torgine da. divieur 4. | On vot gu 
‘est le résultat de Ia division da nombre 42 par le nombre fructionnaire 0-446, le ee 
Wa jamais eu Vidée que co put étre th oe tonneau de 94 picds; lo volume du 

jours reste de 42 h 
aor aie ean mate nouvelle formule, atribuée ax géométre Legendre, on ne ca pos 
losinuié cveleatérat le tonnage, en donnant dea résultats trop faible, Elle repose en 
fet sue Dypothise que le volume da navire n'est pus méme Ia moitié de colui du 

FaraAdpiptae creoneert, tandia qu'il no_ peat are Gvaloe h moias de 60 pour cont se on 
orion pase Jusiours considdrati 

“" Néanmais, on @ passé outre par plusieurs considérations. 

Laprinciyale avait poor objet vie mettre Ia jauge Francaise on rapport avec celles dex 
autres natlons e¢ cntamngent avec calle de l'Angleterre, qui, raison de 6s puisante marine 
Se de Pétenduo de son commerce, devait matorellement servic de régulateur, On a pa 
uot avole en vue dadoucir les taxes de navigation por ix réduction du tonnage, ot d'avoir 
Gan! or cares ince an lle a. aioe coms retiales une Base 

is ritiouocile.  Crst de tous cea ménaygements, qui ne toucheat évidewmont que lee 

Plats ehcaittement, comme la Sublime Porte le fait olscrver, les compagaies qui doivent 
irre dn iimdult des tance de_ navigation, c'est do tous ces méimgements disove-niows, que 
Texagtration da divscur 04 s implieiterent teow compte, I) theat compte, sans doute, 
aul des erpaces da naire non uuliaables pour la merchandise et occupés par I'Squipage, 
Jon reckiangen lee spprovisionnements dient et de vivres; Bay et eb /cela\il n'y a ven 
A dire. 5 

* Quoi qui we som 18 ane promitre dévogation hla sincdrité de 

Wpiiatea Terpera nes reali, rosin aur les téeallats do Topplication pure 

et vimple de ‘de 1081, qui ne soarait Gre évalaée A xnoins de 25 pour ceut 





cette 
Ime enplcr 
nétres cubes. “Au Tiew do cela, bu a ee 
mates cbs. “A cela, ce diver de Sim. 2 
Gr cee tmcennSdeeriy a toa ence 
{utaure; le Ministre a expritné le resret de wy voir foes pour ue pas lair Pte longing 
ft patina dan un Gat noite viv dea manne den strc paye sae 
Hs fils tc Mints en toecss CmeI GtI shage a Ine 
“Tout récomment encore, le 24. Dé 
tu Franc comment encore, le 24 Décor, 1872, en adoptant le systime Ang 
aiects di coeficent 0-0 pour & Suge Aig Oats ae 
fhite que dans des vue d'nifation et afanplg, Agel aes 
fie gus dant des woe ication winpique naene ren 
a et pie aaieance que Ia fora 
ii oli ns oo" 
‘Au moment do ta ike on viguewn de 1854, FA 
wena vigueur de acto Administrati 
ou Je ola expliquet que a méthode HMoonom a our sbi te decree an bree 
olvine intérieur des navires, Il te ela tobe explenton' sot 
opinion du Ministee Frat w 
vata cee vais, confortay a 
ne, est nurs partagée par le Gouvernement Otvoman earn neo in 
n os plus 


pescidiment la proportion dans laquelle Moorsom recoanalt qu'il fat 
laquelle 
age do nigiatre Anglais Pour arriver au toapage rl. Comme les jauges des 
Jntides, il 'ensuit qu/elles sont toutes également fausses et également dhoignées a 
Hemi a ferent pow de Ta Jouge Anglaise, quand elles ne 1 - 
ign tw 


est co que Ia Sublime Ports reconnalt dans les instructions h sex Dilkgués 


Lecture nous a été donnée a I 
Fane dele pro agaia® & Fouverture de Ia Conférence et qui nous ont été distnbuges& 


que constater une virité qui it 
ve de fvorber To pevilonwtiom 1c sistas 
muvent portées A faire plier les cal 


clence, au désie de dim 0 
rate fue Tan ae ealiminver, moyeunant des dooncations de tonoages insulisata, le 


ar i uitfer pour leur entrée i 
Atonges De tut cli ext rel pou lw piers de bore done nies 
iisen emdna le papa du temps inpowibe fraction & woe mersre comaor de 
abe cael de diver pays, aboutesit par une conséyuence ate ficheuse quisnmase 
Mt jane Qurcharge dex aavires dont le mexarage 40 rupproobalt Je plas Ot la vee 
Tarte earn atais mies: sentio que le jour ot Yon entreprt igwou tee 
te ate fe but de fivorise I navigation ot dan kes revenun dovalant re calles exnete 
Iuent tor Tes redevances& neuter pay chaque navirekrlson de se a She 
{ern Ie your» indgllige que none venons de signaler tant quo kes oie de Coys 
nterent qu'un crac porement fil it dering pouitle de pence, 
cette ele Toren préonce des ports wrtfces, des docs, dea phar, des eanaay oe 
er Sm a a 
dderminer aussi exartement quo povible lex rederances A nequttr en eroen 
Aa epet rend, elulé lol néme on rasoa direct de la eapacte vrai des eae De 
1 le bein universitet sat, dans cx dernier temp ds proiter dea progr nines 
ie es ae nn mi age me 
‘heat atone, gue ete Commision wt'apraits niuaeees 
icing en aan i onaat ee catlons 38 sot de pla elas lignes dol 
fonvie Ay reve 
(2 Col “pour mis 
wee wdiquer Je mode d’évatuati 
Dautque spprotel plo de ees Santana et de Tespiene 
: dk ca de emia ‘experience 
saab ls tupports qui exer entre Totoonage nin! recite cles a 
efi tle tn ae. sn wl Pruner ls deibcatcce eis 
Comino, oor wancer quien ce qui cor scicntifiquedes meth 
ewe Hise di ue soto aa nt ue ee 
ger par Faveueil favorable que a plupart des Bats Tui ont fit, la rigle de 


wageage & Venvie les nes des autres, la Sublime Porto les 
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mesurage connuc en Angleterre sous le nom de Moorsom part en principe réunir toutes 
Jes conitions dune boone formule; cest d'aprés cette rgle quion arrive aujourd'hui & 
Gablir ln capacsté totale. Mais cette formule abstraite ne suft pas et cest i Vexpérience 
narition de lat faire abit les modiScations sans lesqueles elle ne saurait rendre ce quion 
Tui demande, et qui trest autre chose qoe la capacité vraiment wtiisable du navire! 

sr La Subline Porte ne recommande done la méthoile Moorsom que pour le mesurage 
de la capseité totale du avire, mais nollement_ pour Téralvation de son tonnage, | Eile 
Fconcalt au contraite, que pour arriver & cette evaluation il fant faire subir A ls formule 
‘Anglia des modifications dont elle demande les léinents 11 Commission, et que, suivant 
‘ses indications la Comission doit trouver dans Ia recherche :— 

1. De la copacité utilisable des navires pour le transport des marchanidises, 

“2! D'un tonneau type qui servirait 4 la fois de base pour les transactions commer- 
ales ct pour la perception dea droits nuxquels est assnjettic 1a navigation, o 

Coe Gléments une fois détermings, le tonnage s’en déduira natorollement en divisant 
Je volume do ta enpacité utilisable par te volume da tonneau type. F 

Pour la determination de la capncité totale, Ia Sublime Porte, nows avons dé dit, 
cots aie Teapiat de in méthode Moonom, e€ aucune objection ne #'élevantL~lesus, 
‘cn point peut étre considéré comine rélé. 

Aula que répondralt la Commission aux autres recommandations dela Sublime 
Porte, les opinions, étives dans la dernidre xiance venaient & prévaloir? Cex opintone 
Haurées dane Ia motion de I'un des Hooorables Délégués de Hollande, Mt. Jansen, ont 
pour objet do faire déeider -— 

2 Que la determination du tonnage brut d'un navire ou grows tonnage, s80s anoune 
dkduotion: est le mieux effectuée par le systime Moorsom, tel quill eat export dans In Toi 
‘Anglaise de 1854 (Articles 20 et 2), 

‘Si nous comprenons bien, cela revient X dire qu'il n'y a rien X flro et qe 1a formole 
“Anglaine, avee son diviscur 100 90 x08 ju tonneau dé 100 pieds cubes, doit étre 
Auabatonge comme dontaut exactements fo tonnage des voiliers et le tonnage brut des 
apcuts, Nous dons la formule Anglalse et non pas le formule Mooryom, qui ue T's poe 
proponde ct Aqui ello a été imposde dana un Intért, & notre avi, tbserecondalre of 9m 
Fprtation aves Pexactitude dew résultats, en tant du moins quvon voudralt tour faite 
kprimer le tonnage. Mais anal qu'on a pi en juger dans la derntre séauco pat Is lecture 
see narraits de son livre, Moorsom recounalt que an formule, celle da moins qui lui a été 
sim Fexprine que la capacité du navire en wnités de 100 pieds eubes et rullement son 


tounage wel. Il dit et montre par des exemplos que pour obtenit ce tonnage i fut 


Telover d'environ 30 pour cent Je résultet donoé par le formule, soit qu'il s’agisse d'un 
chargement au poids on d’an chargement au yolomne do 20 pieds, My améme Hew de faire 
romarquer, toujours d'aprén Moorsom, que sil wngiemit de chargements ou ‘volume de 
40 pieds comme it x'en prntique en Angleterre, le reldvement devrait étee de 100 pour cent, 

* La formule originele de Moorsom, tetle qu'il avait du la dresser pour satisfiire aux 
obligations qui lui étuient impostes, consistit& divine par 100 la capacié totale du navire 
fexprinée on pieds cubes Anglais, suns ancune duction, Eile a été un peu wolitige et 
pagrnvéa par In loi Anglaise, qul a preserit de diviser par 100 cette mémne, np ing, aprds 
en avoir déduit Mespace orcupé par Téquipaze, pourra que cet espace mexedde paw un 
‘vingtidme, 00 5 pourcent. 1a pepsin do Fadoption de Ia formule Anglaise, en réponse 
Ala demande clairement formulée de la lime Porte, voudrait-olle dire: 

D'vo obté, qu'il n° A faite subir & la eapacité totale du navire, pour obtenir be 
capncité utiliable, S'autrex déductions que Vexpace ocoupé par Téquipage, etiné au plus a 
3 pour cent? 

“Et de Fautre, que le tonneau do 100 picls cubes cat Te fonneat type propre a 
ervir A la fois do base Auix transactions commerciales et & In perception des droits de 
‘navigation? 

=" Sar la premidre question et comme introduction romomire Tn discussion dela capacité 
ilsable nous ferons remarguee ‘que 1a lol Anglaise n'est pas d’accord avec Moorsom, qui 
Mmnet pe déduetion de 20 poar cont sur li enpacité totale pour arriver & la cupacité 
Utileable du navire. Seulement, aprés cette déduction, Moarsomn, pour fiire rendre & = 
Tormule ce qu‘elle ne rendait pas sans cela, le tonnage, sbandonno le diviacur 100 et prend 
Te diviseur 30, qui est. expression du. plus grand tonneau dencambrenenk en usage dane 
Ta mrine Anglaise. Il suit de 1A qu'en Séeiganat ‘par v/ le-volume total du oavire, le 
Toonage est exprimé par Ia formule oso ott gay Capeds Moorsom. 1 serait 
exprimé par oe ou 1G A'apeds la formule de la loi Anglaise, Le tounage Moorsom 
sec pie fort que le tonnage,de cette loi dans Ia proportion de 105 a 62:50 ou de 

SY 





1508 100. Eat-ti 
faire? a 
‘La deduction de 20 pour cent de M Saypli 
= nt de Moorsom s'appi is aM 
éauipage, ls rechanges; les vivre, en un mot i i ee ones weamae ee ee 
tet nino ota tye ten ree 
nt de Ja loi ne s’applique qu’a Méquipage et i. sembleruit juste, en ere) 


ne possible de confondre ces deux tonnages comme on voudrait le 


dela yu 
Taugmenter pour tenir compte des autres espaces non vtilisables.  SMais A plas forte 
Giviseur 100, car, en le conservant, ta formule 


leviondralt: °°0-¥., 09 q oxactemer nit de “SS, formule yue de 
g je 830 / 
i ent exactement que moit 5 pratiq 


twison faudraitil alors, abandonner Te 


Moorsom. —L'examen de Ia questio 
ut montrers, du reste. i : 
Aacduton pour eo equltable. Nos nos borers i re eamrer sd go aed 
fre caleulés dans une proportion quelcoonue avee la capacité dt havi, ete pr Soria 
seve tre deuant mind que fe nave sera plos long par roport fia peur ant 
ww res ont 6 eonsteuitsen toi is aront eu ah pha'qurune longo | 
aware ou eng fis ur avgeur. | Depale emplat d er, ie wr aewaiiege Tone 
prendre ea longocur dx fs et plus leur lngeur. Or, Seat une veri pratique’ que te 
force nce Ae propulsion dun savin we ment apts warace de ln pati 
unmeeyce du matte comple, Aves le mu maltre couple, wn avire Gant la longueur etn 
‘i Gi m Inger ura une capt nu mins doublo Wun navire doot Ta logtesr ne sre 
‘eds ina ia eee lngeur polaqueIallongement tout enter aura 66 eetué Mur la 
fondu maltre couple. La long navie w'ayant besoin que de la méine volute, de 
se dees wale ears fo gra tak 
gue a de td Ate oUF éent, par exemple, pour le navire court, el 
nigra dra eke nearer cae 
Quant au diviseur 100 ow a pled 
prétenda tonneau de 100 
caer some san el steer ow Sere, sud the So fourm 
F ‘usage on France, que to tonneau de $0 pieds geen 
Arslan comme de pre fctions ‘Ls divbeae 10h; Sea sete 
résent on Angleterre wu tonnage te registro ur on ‘4 
tes ma ‘el pain emer le Tommwea de 100 plas eal sac 
cr ja aul tonneau do marchandises é 
Existetil quelque part wn prix de tit pour wo tonacas monsre ? Catster Noe 
évidenment lul-tobme qu'une feton comane touneau ce west quun smmple diviseur, de a 
ite natur que notre ancien divaeur 84, doot loa qué dit on n'a ‘Semele ae 
Ce iviseur OW représentant’ dee Any taba 
sage Adglelre avait 126, et ily tut feu de erin gon ta ue do a 
aineg mackie, ican oie ‘en vue de sinplifier une formule qui na plus conserré trace du 
olume do véctble tonnea de ehargynent, da tonoeau de 60 pitds ables. Quoiqail 
on sol ce diviear 94 etait aus wt tonnedu et wn fonnens commercial? Evidemment 
ton lone que le. diviseur 100 n'est qu'un sitople divisear et mn 
et quo si c'est un tonneau, ll ve peut mankfoxtement servir A la fols de bees aus 
Lransactions commerciales et & la perception des droits de onvigation, Lee tenteey et 
remplit cette double eandition demeure aioai i trouver et ce doit ttre ld le mem aktee 
des recherches de Ia Commission, Nous ve doutons pas quaprts examen che aaa 
ia Sos As mega a eae 
Hut rie da'monde, Mis ett opinion ne prgge ese aquest, qu descr 
‘Avant de prendre nos premigres conclusion iment 
u i fusions, nous dev: . i 
aul serent ls conasqoeces de adoption de in motion un peu pcg, Je more 
onemblectaerantcoligue de Holle et da mainten da wateme de jetgege ‘Anghis. 
1 iextre loute d . 
avons mains, oar asver Fenian Petpet arovi arp tate 
i minages ali tonnage Anglais actuch laissernit A pea pres intact Io tonnage 
rs ee ae ape Se a 
r wit le releyer. "D'oit pourraient done venir les re 
ain een erent Seen 
ing voir a fet qu'un tcaaae et Tegan des quel 'y a pas de 
fede oe eee ‘brut et le tonnage net, tout serait consomme par 
peu h gh sci pas Low-ii d mdine dee vapeur msde ce encore yaurait 
fans la vole lodiquée par Lord Granville, Ministre de Amie Enger do la Gand 
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Henry Elliot da 31 Aodt, 1872, et de supprimer toute 
Oo lit en effet, dans cette lettre relative aux diffcaltés 


Bretagne, dans sa lettre & Sir 
de taxation da Canal du Saez, un passage dont voici Is 


déduction pour les taachines. 
soulevées par Je nouveas mode 
traduction littérale— 2 
vc iour ce qui Tegarde I'talon da mesurage et de taxation, le Gouvemement de Sa 
Majesté » dg suzéré dans os cas nasi bien que dans celui du Danube quit ¥ 8, beaccoap 
deere ea ee Tadoption du "gross tonuage” Britanaique suns déduction, | Mais, 
aaa etait fut, e cas de bitiments de passagers et do bitiments de troupes mériteralent 
‘spéciale considération 
ene ea Cider de Lord Granville avaiout prévala et s,conformément. son avis on ava 
aiinis que le" gross tounage” dit servi de uae il peteepin Ses dots ws Jo Canal de 
ex, salon lo sy “ ia Compagais te 1” Juillet, 1872, la Commission 
So eee eco comet He ‘Aussi, malgré In grande autorité 


‘ea co moment pour juger la question. 
Frrurel on iatdréts d'une suvigation qui evtre & elle snule 


fen naturel 
aus doutons qu'on éearte toute 


pour cent ti mouvement du Canal, 

iow pour les rnachines. 4 

Roe arouterons, pour dévoller toute notre ponade, que si 'on trouve juste de déduire 
pour len voilicrs les espace nécossuires aux bevoins ordinaires de Ia navigation, ow ne 
Comprendeait pas pourquoi on nitgirait pas de méme h l'égard des vapours. 

“Tate féferme serieosa doit done reposer sur fe tonnage brut, qui, d'apris Moorsom, 
out Topinion ext contigs par Vobservation de tous lex jour, » besoin détreselevé de 
50 pour cont pour rentror daar Ja virité et Ia réalité protiques, Tant quon vant Dee 
‘Sltvan co réeullat ou un Niwulint approchant, ¢t c'est & quol on arrivens cortainemont Par 
Teromen et lz détermination de Ia capacité utilisable, on n'aura rien fait, z 

ia Commision west pas encore entrée dans cet examen, pourtant oxprossiment 
recommandé par la Sublime Porte. Tl nous est ausal particoligretnent recommandé par 
Haan ean versent, aivsl qu'on a pv on juger par ses Inatructions, commaniquécs Wux 
Pulcames cities le 7 Aout dernier, ‘pour tmontrer dans quel eaprit Ia France 90 
rendait & Vappel du Gouvernement Ottoman, 

nt Tapped soe ual Uien que notre défecence pour cellos de Ja Sublime Port nous 
foot un impérieux devalr diosister pour que In Comminion voceupe dvbord do. ta 
Techorohe da la expacité wtiliable des navires, comine le premier terme de la question en 
discussion : Tin couséquence, 

“Nous demandons que, conformément aux Instructions do ta. Sublime Porte aul 


reconimande de prendre pur bas du tounage des navires leur eapacité utiisable pour le 
‘e livre & la déteriina- 


ranaport dex marchandises, Is Con want d'aller plus loin, 
tion de cette eapacité pour tous les nai ‘general, considGrés indépondamnent de Jour 
Mode de propulsion, tovte reserve étant fated 'égard des navires  vepeur pour lee 
Abductions pariculldres aux machines, qui verout Tobjet d'un examen spécial 
Conformémout sux disposition de notre niylement intéricur, cette demande eat 
formule par Grit ot dépote sur Te bureau de M. le Président an nom des doux Délégads 
rangalts 
"AT Jansen (Pays-Bus) fait remarquer quo la proposition qui vient d'étee, Ine a pour 
but dui searersod Taedre du jour adopt fn grade ranjorté de la Commission » nda 
que Is discussion auralt uniquement pour but le tonnage brut. 11 insiste mur le otricte 
Skécution de Fordre da jour arrdté. A Tavin de ML. le Premler Deélgué des Pays-lin cleat 
par In discussion seule du tonnage beat qu'on pourrait fixer ta capncité atilisables 
Sent vealique que, lone ave voulu vilanter Vandre du jour il s'y ot placé ; 
rewis, déterminer le tonnage comme on veut le fare ce serwit décider dun traf Je tonnage 
de woiliees et Je tonnnge rut des bateaux b vapour. 11 a vouln, seulement, prémunit Ja 
Commission contre des entrainementa possibles. La cnpacité tilisable devrait, son avis, 
scouler principalement de la déterminntion de la capacité non utlinable. Tout Ie monde 
at diaceced aur Texactitude de la méthode Moorsom pour obtenir la cxpacité totale, Par 
‘Cooeéquent, les travaux de la Commission devraient parter sur deux points 2 
Trey deductions b opérée sur la capacité totale pour obsenir In enpncits utiisables et, 
& Renhercher le diviseur pat loquel on arrivemsit a wn résultat pratique et répondunt 


4 tous os intérdts en je "3 ‘ 

A. le Prtsident fit obscever qu'aptts avoir entonda MI, Je Délgué de France, il pense 
guil ny surait pos dinconvéaient de remettre la discussion de la question da diviseur, 
Jorsqu’on arrivera & disouter In eapacité utiliable. 

‘Ml Jenren (Payx-Bas) dit, que I Commission et M. Rumeau sont accord, avec la 
‘seule diferonce que celuicl détre diviser Ja discussion on deux parties. Il propovo de 
tmetire & Vondre du jour prochain la discussion sur le diviseur 100- 

‘M. le Colanel Stoker constate que M. Ramean West tant soit peu écarté de ordre du 





jour du tonnage brut, en parlant des déductions. Il eroit avee $f. Tansen (Pays-Bas) que 
la Commission devrait simplement se horncr & la question du diviseur. ns 

M, le Baron d'Aeril est d'avis que Ia question de la capacité tutilisable est comprise 

exile da tonnage brut. 

M. le Colonel Stokes propose Vajournement de la discussion. 

M, le Cheralier de Kosjek so-réserve de népondre & Vintérewant exposé de M. Rumeau 
1m quelgues observations én tps tle. 

croit, cependant, devoir ormuler ds & présent son opinion sur les propositios 

faites par Honorable Délégué de France. ; ca Sagal 

M. Rumeou propose & ta Commission de s'ocouper avant tout de deux questions: de 
| onpacité utitsable et du tonneau ty 

__Diaprés M. le Prewier Délégué d’Autriche-Hongrie deux constutatioos dlistinctes sont 
ndcessnires pour trouser le tonnage brut d'un navire. Ea promicr lieu il #agit de trevurer 
4a contenanoy cabique entiére da bitiments puis, la réduire en tonneaux en employant 
comme diviseur Je toaneat type r 

a question du tondeau type se rattache, 
cot porte & ordre du jour. 

.,., Lt semble, par cousdquent plus logique et plus conforme & Tondre du jour adlopté 
iintrvri ls uestionspropedes par Me Rorew, de ‘lisérer abord sur Ie diviseur et 
dee réaorvor pour plus tard, aprés un accord sur ce point, la discussion aur la question d 
Jn eapacitd vtilisable, ; ee eee 

44. Janssen (Belgique) se ralie i Yopinion émise par M. le Colonel Stokes de continuer 
ta disewssion telle qualle & ta prochaine séance. 

M, le Président prononce Vajoumement. 

Ia séunce est levéc. 


avant tout & la question de toonage brut qui 


Le Priéaident, 


‘si EDHEA 
Le Seorétaire, (Signé) EDHEM, 


(Sign) Canarutovony, 
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Priésidenco de son Excellence Bones Pacts. 
Presents 


Pour I'Allemagne— 
M, Gillet, 
M, Hargreaves 

Pour ('Aut : 
M. le Chevalier de Kosjek. 
M. Zamora. 


Pour ta Belgique 
|. Casuille Janssen. 
Pour I spagne— 
Don Angel Tuts 
Don Joaquin Togores. 


Pout ja France— 
M, Jo Baron d'Avril 
M, Rameay, 

Pour In Grande Bretagne 
M. Jo Colonel Stokes 
Sir Philip Francia. 


Pour Ja Grico== 
M. Aparzyros. 

Pour Ptolic— 7 
‘M. le Commandeur Mattel 
M, le Chovalier Vernon. 


Pour tos Pays-Bas— 
M. Je Chevalier Jansen. 
M. Keun, 


Pour Is Ros 
M-fe Baron do Steiger, 
M. le Colonel Korchikot, 


Pour In Sudde et Norvéro— 
M- le Chevalier de Heidenstamm, 


ot Ia Turquie— 
Poor Execlince Eabern Pacha 
Soo Escellence Salis Pach. 


sts-verbal de Ja detriiére sdance est 1a et approuvé 


nt, to. Seenétairo donne Yeoture d'une lettre que 
in ‘hem Pacha pour lai communique wn 
Diiments des differentes nations eat 
les droite de navigation 


we Tinvitation de M. Te Prési . 
M. tear Avr  adred nn,Fxclence Tae 
fablena des facteurs Am ae reystred tna), poue I perception d 


Vembouchure de Soutin Gliese PE: 
seer galement sur Je burean une lettre de M. Girette 

Yan Seerdaive pore Cetaré que Wo teste xeul de Tinpriné dstibué & MM. lee 

det Yor rel Gh to eur nin Se He coms 

muniquée A In demnitre séunce. emission & M, Je Président de donner les explications 

Me Uedenstamm dane Por acne Moorsom en, Silda, Cette question 

erat re bo ke Ie ane la dernigre s6unce. La Suede n'ayant 


fais 6t¢, pour ainsi dire, formellement porte facie, ts Sette nares 
pas ence ofiellement adopté ce systime, im dl répondre dans an ene néga 
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Cependant, M. le Colouel Stok: dois 
dant, M.le Colonel Stokes a romarqué que ie jaugeage Subd 
age cosine Fapplaton da principe fonfamental sar igual. repo i apabon 
Newmont ble ese cract da volun interoe dee parties tlimbles daring 
la division du total cubigue ainsi trouve par le factour 100. Ceci est vrai. Le systéme 
Susi "8 Wigueus a pour principe de mesurer le mana coe a ey eae 
Ge stint a toe on ale ie, de met ge oe gare 
Mais co principe de jaugenge est applique tTancien syst 
du volaweiatécr, en prenant le pint du oavre, iting yet renee sso 
n hove" donnée par Mooriom dans la regle'> pour le mesursee, den cet 
ms tle 2 pour le mesurage de navires 
aya AAkaa de Sue-Norvége ajoute gail savnit que dex meres pli 
oyu en wus Tedeptin da aysttme Sonrom tel quel avat ete da prises Baldes Far 
sie le certains formals aicesiy ces mesures nanient pa eependant case ene 
ores die une loi forllementwilopte Se ae 
saat ake depuis In demite uae, & aon Gouserne 
He quetion Md Hidnstan eaten dat de dlarr la Comision qe 
rat Waa i af rt ern 
un flt accompli. Ainsi qui a eu Mhooneut do to dire 


préeédemment, ta Noevége a adopté le sy 
reedemmert ln Norvége a adopt le systme Moonsom par une Ondocoauce Royal, en 


M. le Colonel Stokes: 
* Measicurs—Dans 
gti fi ns Senn dtudié qui a occupé toute In dernitre séanee, M. le 
Que la tonne do volume en. . 
Pao tonn ance a € toijours un expace do 4 pi 
Fangs = 31 peda Aoshi ot que a pace ire Gh ener ate 
en prnal a tonnes de poids, & cause do la plus grand quantité de 
“Que tandis: le poids d'une ne d rie 
Wa toone de frtvare de méme suivants morchandness = “ommenbeoea, 
‘ Le pris ie) In tonne de rate le mene, que on 
lie ces righes prouvent qu'il p’y 7 
geandgent mes Teosoxeas ob oarear! 
i 
“Je n'a paw h cen merce 
siete ‘oceuper particulidroment des usages de: ‘ 

Uisiee! cine atlas na af eames aes 
de volume que Taconic mere offele de 1 m. 44: ee qu prouvert que la tonde Went 
"Quant aux usages Anglais jo produis fc extrait 

eterage cone dan we leds Bi'vnton Bonopes orsescieeo 
M, Kuteau ‘outre que la tonne de Colbort. de i 
cx sine: aie al he de ee io per thomas hime ee 
Si ea as 1794 on a changé ta loi ot qu'on w adopté te formute 4x Le x Ve 
“Je doin observer lisdoesus que cette righ it 7. 
Holland danse 17 stl et done Vernet eae nee gO op ow 
matiques tele que ceux de Mooniom. Re 


pparait eependant quien France on norait fait so 
pron cae rote cage on ttwen e Jo page een tat 
MF, Kuen, ncuse lo grand mathémoticien Legendre davere prado apse a 
frmule mathematiq, quien ri nal quae ele pate Lagoa 
ery uri en eft déoliré que 1a fixation de 7448 de Ia proportion di 
espe repentant be corp dy avi, date raat un eel thdavatiqde 
ale ipté ce chitfe que pour arriver au méme diviieur que los 
* Selon Vinstinet do M, Rumeau-la vraie ion serni 

and waver de70 aye de. teen ex ace os Yoo ee oes 

cl avec lve Anglais, pourquoi n'a-til pas tena compte de la diflérence en 
ovaries ae ee ek ad ns a 

lew m nvantnge dno pas nésliger, si, comme le soppose ME. le Délégug 

Franee, Legetice wubcisalt qa ta preoccupation de Uevendre ie tavilon national foes se 


ment pour avoir od en était 


tque 
ue soit le poids des maarebandises; 


‘une Variéié de tonoes de volume, et que 
lions ne sont pas Hondéen, Ein France la tonne de volo ela 


© Vole Anoene Not, 
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laige, Je crois plus volontiers que Legendre ealeulsit 
es données dexpérience, et il serait peut étre permis de 
Setonner qu'on conteste, sans apporter plas de prouves A I'appui, une autorté. sui 
Considerable que ia sienbé. Sfais tly a 80 ans que Legendre a fhit son qouyro et rien ne 
doit nous surprendee, puisque, Moorsom, & peine mort, on eherche 8 Ini aeracior sa toning 
fe 100 pieds cubes et nous faire eroire malgré 1'évidonce, conte lex dires de sey public 
ions, ot analgré ta fol quia été inapirde par lui, que ce rest pas In tonne de 100 ples 
cubes, mais une tonne de 50 pics cubes que Moorsom a néellement vuln, 

A, Rumeau a dit que In formale de Ja loi Anglaise n'est pas la formule de Moorsom, 

dant la loi Anglaise en a. adopté les indications dans Yeurs moindres détails 

sear ee igni concerns la déduetion poor Vespice oceupé par léquipage, je dole appeler 
Vattention de Ix Commission Ala Toi méme, ol ello verm que co n'est pas une déduet 
te pur coot de chaque tonite, ainsi que fo suppose M. le Déligus de France, mais une 
Getacarion du, tonnage, et co, non pax da tonnage d'au dessous du pont de tonnage, wale 
des copces jauges auedeasus du pont supérieur doot parle In ol actuelle. Les xotlers en 
Profitent autant que les navites & vapeur. 

*M. Rameau adoptant un argument 06 


Tutte de tarifs avec Ia marine An: 
‘en savant, tout en tenant compte d 


\\ dbveloppé par M. Jules Merchant daow ta 
brochure distrbode aux tembres de 1a Cornminsion, wifirave que Moorsom x été fored 
adopter le diviaour 100, Cepesdant 4s preion exeredo sar Tui n'était pas jnperionies 
far on pe faisalt pas d'injonetions & Moorsom ; Ja Commission dont il était membre avait 
Trrauié dee reecamondations. Il a tonu un juste compte de celles de ces reeommun- 
ations ot Huppuyaient aur wn veritable intéet public, et mis de edté toute Jo sur, 
Tipe fant pas oublicr que cette Commission, voulait instituer ua systime do jaokengs 
Exteicar, que Moorsom a fait darter pour fire prévulelr au contre lo systtwe te 


pte de cortsiu principes gécéraox énoncés par ele 


Jon quil avait publide en 1862, avant que on 


in 
systboe ft deven In ki, cela ext prowyé per co qui « dit en 150 devant la, Socidts de 
FArchitecture Navale (' Institution of Naval Architects) 
te tout cect it réaulte elairement «jue Moorsom n'a jamais eonsidérdé que ta ol de 
1854 20 fit Gourtée dex principes qu'il avait posgs: que, au contraire, Mexpeéricnce do cing 
tne Crepplication de Ta lei, Io} avait inspire une plu ferme convietion de sn justioa et de 
ae takitade: et i ne donne, en aucune figon, & personne, lo droit de dire qu'il wit 
Jamas ev en vue une tonne fetive, 
I. le Délégué dle France aesure que Je devoir de Ia Comminsion est de déterminer 
tout diubord la capscité utiliable d'un navire, et alors de trouver un tonnew type 
* Jee puis sure dune Ia premiere de eos recherches actuellement parce que cette 
question speuale west pas A Nordre ds jour, nour y procéderons, quand i ¥agira de 


déterminer le tonnoge net. 
Jn lectare d'une observation attrbude k Lord Gronville oit 


+ Mais i propos de 
Sehoeurie est venste avoit adinis le-prinelpe de taxer le tonnage brut des ttiment, Je 
seeing cinerver, que Tron a otnie In condition b Ia quello cette admission était subor 


donnce par ia, Seigueuri, mavoit a réduction des droite, 1 y a Ih un terrain de disoustion 
djl west certaiveient pas Vad du jour, aus Jo owiae pa te me, ore ‘rectifier 
{Miosion inite & la doptehe de Lord Granvillo, qu’it faudruit lire toute entiére, 

Quant au tontenn type Je vaudrais dire quelques mots, Les instructions Ottomans 
amxquelies M. Rusicoa vest reed, soumettent, lest vrai, & notre examen Ia question d’on 
tonto type, ot les pasmagen, que notre colldgue now a Tas, aoat asez else sure point: 
fauis ces Vuctructions ne sont pas moins claires sur un autre point, La Sublime Porte 
fous recommande le xystéme Moorsom, en dvutres termes, ta Toi Anglaive qui cut 
Mesignce dans. ia. proponition do AF, le Délégué de Hollande, Lee doutes éprowvés por ls 
Sublime Porte reposent, nou sur ia valeur du principe qui détermine fe tangent, ma 
Ser etendue dex déductions & fire subir & 1a capuciié totule pour arriver h la capacité 
utilise. 

Dans tecas od la Commission serait davis qu'il ne faut pas maintenir te tonniean type 
‘alors il y aurait lieu «examiner ta. proposition de M. le Délégué 
rarridae, Mais je ne. puis supposer que In France oppose sériausement & 0° que 
Feeamen de la Commission porte dabord sur Tunité de tonnage qu'elle a elle-méme 
optd ni séceurment, et qui est aujoun bu le fondement de Ja lot Frangaise 

ISI, Tow Delégués de Franco invitent la Commission A produire wn nouvens torfucau 


est une proposition qow AL. Kumeas a tui-mbine 


ee Vodoption dun autre diviseut, 
comme une growe affaire. Car il ceralt impossible de so rendre eoupte des 


fourni par la toi Angh 


‘Vole errata co ntance par M. le Colonel Stor ATAnnens 1 B + Mid, Lie, 








te Je hannm we pournit entrsiner dane Pa 
cle des tres ausqulles lee navies tor wounisdaas tant Yeend da 


M. Rameau demande & quoi bon nous trouver ici 
© nouvelle tonne? Tl alfirwe que wows tees eae eens te 


fons aucuce autre mission, si ce n'est 
onils que notre mission ost : parfi 


a Nes a nent elaire sans cela co qu'il propose, cest 


«Ie revlate de Vexperence wodome, en lee eormaat sy sles. 


tape ttn tao Tn entun fhsnc fe 
cette question de tonuaye internatloy ° ies Europeans de Des 
sci de Fro, Ml Ton dP Ay ga see ue fs 
fre dope some tone typenirnional= nee Sut Si 
aie aioe a déja fait observer dana la dernidre séance que | 
th x - ate ee nanidre are : Te tonneau de frdt. pane 


Pour co qui regure le 
se etiam 2 gue Te fanenx posage 


mais eo fait n'a pas 


7 ell iB crt toujours, M. le Déldgué d’Allems 


Moorom dit:—" Pour tro wandises d'expo aao 
inver Ie nombre de tonnes dem 

piled ener nportation 8 50 piedyeubes Ia tonne qa'an navire est capable de prend 

st capable de prendre 


wrrimer. il sullit de di 
" = il sullit de diviser lo nombre de pieds cubes do la capacité totale, q 


trouve on multiplinnt Je tonnage de ng t 


istre nec 100, par 40 ou 40, aprés avoir 


Bat Hele ut oe 
ito des documents stati 5 : 


is seulement dans co seus. Si 
ies docu istiqnes do fa Dooane Anglaise sue le norsbes de tonneau 
exportation fron eran ceo toons tea cteme se 
ation est arvimné dans un expace do 40 Un tonnean impor. 
tation dasa espace db 90 ples eu Dates te eam 
que toate ected po appleble Contes lex engin ot. ext impo de dre 
egies Set Sra ‘des ports Anglai, eat ehirgé ou doit etre chargé & 
Le systime da Moors 
rates wi me, m Tavantage que tout koma 
Sretteritet erat eri en pt iletwent dia tet ou tel nave 
Jorayu'un naviee est Jangé tne co 
f Janes A une eapacitévilisable de 1,000 tonnes de régiste 
Tarmateur ot te capitinement savent parte faire lure calcul poor 
yalons & uusportr des marchandaes ices ct owas, Un and 
blunt os, et Ieee dent de état du marché, du 
also ds mon lourdey ou Iézéres qu'il y a X tmasparter, de 
eagueur des voynze dela. qualil dev aries, iia 
sour nt oH fit aver qe Fe fdt de certines marchnndties 40 payed 
you ae ee ane drs Fonte Sent se twa clone roe 
on i ¥ de tarbaies uren rs tampa One aura par 
tse juste et eyaitabe de ange, we 
 tonneaa e frit varie & chaque : foorsomn 
wake haque voyage, et o'ext pour cela que 
s.deect. a les plun grande sranage sar tow autre Salas tebe Ne 
Sra etl western se 
Ae rea a iro sont évaluds en capacité identiqae. Ce faeces ia 
lo savoir exatement Ie rervice dont le Sannareeige fonigsacee 


Varina avira est capable, ce que Te négociant 


sw doit payer par tonneau de régistre, pour avoir un profit sir Te tonneau de 


ft, lest-A-dire sur le fret. de la marchandise qu’il veut transporter por A navire. Lebut 
xi considérable que possible; cette 


de Ia spceulation commerciale est de rendre ce profit c 
we Eallion nest pas base cependant sor la these générale que My teh centre 16 tonneau 
de régistre et le touneau de frét est comine 100 3 40 on 30. Diailleurs, méme en admet- 
fant gour un moment que cette relation ait été exacte en B59 et ue ‘Moorsom Fait pensé 
sanPit est Evident qu'elle doit ére bien changée 20 ans plus tant. 

‘Les importations ct les exportations dun pays varient ‘continuellement et cc qui a 
peot-tre le plus chatizé dans les Jernigces vingt années, ext oon Vemballage 
see taarchaudiees. Leexemple meine cité par M. Rumeau cote asser- 
tion. Une balle de coton des Indes Orientales était ts + actuelk 
Mion, Ue cat comprime par des presses hydrauliques : conséauemeen! ie volume 
Tent 1 fons considécablement dlminué, tandie que le poids en a nugmette. Plusicurs 
futres articles, dont I galement 
itt 

‘Si on voulsit adopter, 


nbullage # changé le poids et le vofume pourrnient &tre 6 


par consdqueat, un syatime do jangenze bunt gat Te tonnes de 
Fa oar ant men, cu mitaye sur Te fonnage des importations et dos expansion, de 
Heras pays, on devra faite non seulement wn enloo séparé pour Tespora mat importer 
chagiue pays oF oblige do. renoveer ces calcul att moins tous Jos cing. tome Eo 
Hons mn on gous enuaées par ls ebangements continues, ul se préventeront {oxJoure 
do difféontes manidces. 

or ilasion A décider, dit on terminant M. Hargreaves aun gst tate, 
cowpliqné seroit de nature & donoor a commerce univers is ft ites et Tes avantages 

ompliqué seeit of Mareuvernent en vore dacquésir par Iadoption dh Jougeuge, Moree, 
par navite nppartenant & quelque marine du wonde que co act Log ‘tro ainsi wosuré 
“out navire sPPejentiqoe., De pins, I coutume qui existe dah sue le pli Grane nowibre 
d'une manliee siomle, sera. consotidde et ts ks nfgorants, armaicury,¢t ceapitines 
des soared du tnefactement Yo prohic fier d's uavice tnosurd d'aprés Le syatdnne 
Sontinueront Hat ia capacitéullleg est expriaée en pieds cubes dont 100 foot un found 
do rigistre. 

Gite. mera, ev wassoclant aax observations qoc MM, les Délénués de Ie Gennde 
Bretagne et ane ont préseotd nt aut do Iexposé do MAL fos Déligués, Frangaly, 
Bretagne ee voumetire quelques observation. Bt cn premics lieu, pour es qui coasts 
Farr formalce par N le Baron e’Avrl dans Ia xéance du 18, que ancients ‘méthode 
Teer eoue jaraitproduire on séaulat préférable & eclol qu‘on obtient pet i 
Avuro-Hoogroie A Zamara. dity que le Gouvernement Austro-Hongrols avait, {rouse 
opportun de changer son ancien syatime ‘principalement par In couskdération 

ue les eésultats qu'on obtensit par ce Hfuit semblable & la méthode usitée en 
ees ee eroiore Lal de 1872, wail quelque ditérence dave ln dimension de navire, 
Rrauce, nant criti forte que ceux de presque tour Tes syatbmies untés dane Yen 
tutes pays maritimes. 

‘Dads comparison faite catre los jaugeages prtigués dans lo port de Ticats tur dow 

ite erraogels peodant les ano¥es 1860, 186), 16632, 1863, 1864 on a troweé que 


100 tonneons de jageng Antic, 
Coreeypendaivat h Bh alc et Momitourgeos 
af S Franedes 
ss ‘Anglais et Meehlembourgoole 
- oF Hellas 

StS “Galeman ee Poem 


- ag 


rr Naik 


Le révultat du jaugeage selon notre ancionne méthode, continue M. to b Aégus 
TA ee Hongrie, Liane sevaiblomeot plus grand que eclai den wutres nations, wee 
a aerrnce port natorellemcat at grand préjudiee wvx naviees nationsux, Poe rappatt 
creo cat de droits de navigation ow de Dounne h payee daprés lee papers do bord, 
at Rerevacoup plas cousideables que ceux payés par les navires leungery 

Denton elapations Curent ites devant ua état de choses paral pat tea Winer. 
sist indgpendaroment do ces réclamations, on east depuis quclane Tenge ‘Autviohe= 
Hasse A'ane reforme da systeme de jaugeage ayant reconnd Fopportaal)® <abvanonner 
Hong ae rq dee trois dimensions qui pe teanit atin comple de la forwe trés 
Variable de la coque des navires. 

ble de es cone dc atéenes of tronn que celal adopté en Angleterre par Ie Lot 
de 1821 trait Varcotege qu'on cbtenait a toonage du. seire suc 1a Ls de ca cepaciié 
ina on donnant sees résultats touteieait propartionncls & la grandeur et Al 

ist 6A 
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forme de ta coque, il offsit, en out 
avisatta atte; it offi, eo outre, un résultat trés favorable pour lee intér 
Sapmaation ct du commerce maritime, sans considéer fe. arantanea, fae nates de 
ade teat ia méthode de jaugeage de Ia premitre entre les nations mone ens, 
lopté dG ow surf point dere par ls pa = ee 
C'est pour celn que le Gouvernetment Ate 
Loi dy 15 Min, 1871, fe systdme de jassrnse eee 
M. Zamaro continue en evs termes 
borde maintenant In secone partic de mes observations, 


“Notre bionorable collégue M. Rute 
snes Noe havo M. Rumeau a proposé entr'auteos ch la 
sane de socenper i icuter la qustion du ddnenr pour hasan erate 
eat hit parc de mone au nae¥ lateral por fe tomage brat, a tscuson Kt 
1 Spor pugues comuceaea donee oor ete maison qs preaeta Hense 

[ordonnanee de Colbert de 165) presrivaitq 
In eal, gala gaara tl copa dun valasean ot en réglr Ia juge, le: fond de 
wen Mrs tera mesuré A raison do 42 picds cubes par tonnent ce 


j Pix consdquent, on ne mesuralt que espace au-desso, 


bien den fois quand le navire 
ligne de flotta apheo lait chargé, ce pont se tronvait 


“ Duns ce temps on avait tro i 
tat Sve oe a Se et ne Fo 
se coe bdie 14 cc ve rola Pai aie me we 
‘correspond i 34 i ihe fai en amore eva: scaly cues cane 

tsi poeta ous Rgds du diviseur 42 Francais, oe 


vant Orn 
on mosares Anglaies et parce diviser on trouvalt eee est He 


Poi oe 2 is Lure transporte dads Is méthode de Calle eee 
ds exprimeé en tonneaux de 2,000 liv : 
cnt 0g i xpi en ,000 livres, qu'un navire pouvalt transporter, 
=e ce woltquion mesure seulement lo fond dela eal, seit yoon nee 
et done évident que wo un ph 
a ‘ plus grand ex 
et qn mer space qve le fond de I enle, on 
won me quotient augeeater le diveur dats Te mbeag epee qwilye 
comdquent, ai on meaure-un expace deax fos pi 
ne pace deux fols plus sand, on doit prendre un 
oval dat ae ose THN 8 expe ont eis fe pus gd Vest 


*" Then est do rnéime Jorsqu 
; « loraquon conslilére lex $1 re 
a fon eat cana casera du pavire rere mine dneut gag oo cach 
ideo da " ‘on employait on 
charg tout enticr, commu It peut Vitra fond de lata ce ey eo, toW)oUrs re 
¥ a bentcoup de déductions h fai . 


is a adopté en principe, parla 
Age introduit en Angleterre depuis! ISH 7 


u0— 


ls pont dela cals, quoique 
‘Bet méme 4 pieds bom te 


m parties supdrieares d'un. i Y 
Pourm trouver toujours du chargement pour les remplie, car ope tees 
fond de a cal, ls. partis supdreures, dont ree abe 8 & Un Eraad 
Fon ne mast,horter plus de marchandlses; par conséquent te Sigweur ee eee? 
tag pent gon com peed Maas nat Sle de re do ples a 
vg, Voll pourquoi oa touje ree zs 
Mpace avo cane aa ORT yin 1681 Ye diva 


Ai on veot persster & diver la cepacité du fond de Ia cale par un 


moins on 


0 proportion do 


tit diviseur, on 
de lacale, et chacun de 


; Por pervewoir 
st tes ersité, impossible 

“C'est pour cela, Messic tes sortes do fraudes. 
du yee fete soir wa ado on meus ines tote epee 


«¢ dlviseur et fo diviscur 100 de Inlet Anglasess we “© Pluscurssailliers de navires et 


M. Togores — 


collégue, nous a dit que la quantité de 


* Messiour mu, notre bonorable 
ee rnepee ona ie ow par son poids, ou par son 


marchandises quua navire peut transporter se représent 


Yolume. eed 
ot Par son poids ce serait recourir au systéme employé dans les navires de guerre en 
race aie emit cur ute, ns le npn 
pavires marchands, dans lesquels on ne peut, comme pour ceux de guerre, fixer fa fottaison 
fa ciaree Jai eu Vhonneur d'en exposer les motifs dans une séance autérieure et mene 
de faire connaltre les résultats pratiques d'une expéricnce qui a été faite chez nous en 
1830. ; ° y 
Tia fallu dove reveni au mesurage des cnpacités des navires, pour se ftire une idée 


lour pouvoir de transport. : 

fe a rin we esintn mn a es 
fant qu'un tonne de 2,000 livres de poids de marchandises exigo une cay 

Faerie cubes Prange, 6 quo cat Vuoité Wgala de jauge en Franc, apr 


In Loi de 1681. i 
 Pourrons-nous adieltre aves tui que ce soit woe bonne moyenne A prendre pour 
ei poids aa volume, et en ‘déduiee ainsi Ia faculté de tranyport des navines 


marchands? 


le is pas, et voici pourquol — 
af eee apport dt poids dex marchandisesd eel du valome ooops dans 
fa cale den navires, ext un rapport avesi variable que fos marchandives elles-anémes, 

Parco que les conditions de navigubilité des navites varient avec Tes snlvons, avec 
Jeo mers, aveo hes densités des objets et mémo avec leur forme extérieare A cause de 


Ta lige cate uité quTon dit dite on vue dos bariques do vin de Borden, 
W'était pas rigoureusemeut exacte a a ‘et rion ne nous saurait proaver quielle soit 
iter anjourdhul- 

tne lonne mzenne scatter upon quand iLexpote la mani side dau le eommece 
we tsoaver ler prix du fr soit pour lee marchnndises Kégéres, soit pour ler morchane 
our trouver Mt Fypros von exposé, on volt clairoment que octie unit de 24 pied oubox 
Francols Squivalent & 64 picds Anglais, a servi seulement comme talon pour régler low 
it ales frets, comine le métre cube, lex 2m, 80, ou toute autre unité aurait pu servir de 


ia wéme manire, sy 

“Ba effet, comment prooédait-on d q is 
Ase, dit, pesent ph de 3,000 ere, ona le prix du fret, 
elles ins, on low réelait d'nprt Te volume, 
a a evolu de 2 ld aks tt 
des trie dee frets? Une simple opération arithmétique suiirait a dduire tex mémnes prix, 
soit d'aprts le poids, roit d'aprés le volume. cae 

w On voit done que cette waits n'a sous ce rapport aucune signification précise, 

{On Ta employée weulement comme étalon pour certains wages du commerce, 
parce que dans son ofgine elle Gait Tusité Igale de jauge et olle wi jamais pu signfor 
autre chow. " acceanan 
aioe eonsorver cex 42 pieds cubes comme unité de jauge telle quelle dtait en 1681, 
alors quien masurat ‘ealement le food de Tu cae, t qu‘elo set toujours h eerie 
ar rude tonneaux de mer qu'un navire est capable de tennsporter, ce serult corplte- 


(aprée M. Rumenu ? S142 pieds cubes do marcha 
reer tials aprés te poidas 


ment inexact. PG sa ee 

“in effet, Phonorablo colldgue M. Zamara Ia tro clairement démontré, st en divisan 

Je volar Je lncle dun navite par 42, on obtenait Le nonibre de tonneanx, de mer de 

$000 tiers gun naire ait capable de trnporer da woment que tanéthode Angie, 
a ‘m) In ‘capacité ent na 

et re a nn eg el 

dans quelle proportion? Le 


drident que pour obtenir le meme not : 
Hf fuudrait Srement augmonter Io diviseur; 
drat peers gee I de a a los grande, par 


probliime est tet factles ab copes 
ox wwe elle de é i 
cele wouveau diveur apokesble bls Mathode AUR. te pool & 
“Ei que tr ir que le pouvoir de 
—. pourtant ne coyes Pa je marehanlises wit bien dedait de Sa méthode Abglase 
avec son diviseur. Nullement. a tis ‘ 3 
‘On ne sourait jamais comparer par une moyenne acceptable le tonnage de poids, des 
marchandises ni celst dencombrement, au tonnage des capacites des navires, ni par la 
Mhathode Colbert, mesurant seulement Ye fond de la cale avec son petit diviseur, ni par la 


deux quil faut multiple le divisour de Colbert, 
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méthode Anglaise mesurant sa capacit 
ode Anglais té totale avec un divi 
‘juantités &térogtnes, non comparables entre enya ony eel 
ontomien ae tout calcul ou régie basé sur une pareille 
e ‘urs, pourquoi les Etats ont été conduits forcémer 
ext compra, Seti, es olanes des nares enter eae aucun rapper 
on chars Tear pois, ni Tear enombremeny ni aX conventions 
ese een mes eis du inte to 
num pe te parte ononanes de queton, aires Cee 
caine og ini Ktats, Messieurs, c'est lunité de je ce de 
ee a cae. ‘UDILE ne représente autre cons os Panta de be = at =ahes 
a tomar dei Gaatamnngs Semen hm ea mura 
seal ca  unité do eapacité laquelle on compare lex capacits des 
% as lsis remarquex bien, que jaxyu'h présent chaque 
vie svat ties gee empiqts aesemrteteal or nae a 
Se eee fa pays, de Sorte que Tes tuxations les plus ‘lignes et ‘ 
jes sont si ces dae ion ays et mime pour des dream rie 
1 the te monurage, meme vet dejooge. Se Comtlre: mmo 
“Et yoild oft sncot usqu' iin poi 
de Etat ol nous now encotron jug un eran point, mon hosorabecolgue 
Quant d la méthode de ¥ 
say toate Bare tee a oe a oe as Norman 
Pour ce qui est dit diviseur, J'xroue ire di 
mates cs ar fit oe 
tot tonne gu nro Tie de pid de ft, encombrement, Septem le Se 
yolumes il serlt dane plas précis de Fappler toujours “waite Rigen 
Mew ea Poni, Je mee supprimer complitement Taper 
tunir aux mesures He eapaclté da tyvtiew metrigne ce Cp ee aa Se ons en 
een ‘capacité du aywtéme métrique, et Feprésenter Ia capacité seri 
" Malhoureasoment ceta n'est i o 
es cla n'est pas pomible. Les aations maritimes ne pourra 
ace at pure ue jo ne F propos je tiene avant tout hee que agen 
ce weage; ot A eet effet, I oat indispemnable de tnailvenie te 
pee er a déduit de milliors dexpériences pratiquéex en Angleterre il 
Jermet de compare. aati commerciale de toutes les <poques; it ve elm a 
suber Ies rate de rviation de tou lex payee see la mah! 
tarees a sop par plapart desnaticherectig eons en TN ss 
aie entre les enpacites des havires de tous les paye, cog, Tunité de Jooge seen ree 
toate ey ight i parle Sodtiases tee Se en Us censors one 
vena Fougmenter le confusion déjh si grande, méme pac a 
""Ains Mi j 
"Alt are, pour conelure, je no distingve qu'w 
de one nn cel de dislocur fe tue pour anpeoeet pape oan, 
a e; parce qu'on we sasirait cba ivbear inh am Soros wok 
dine nou le age fel Wan gran onic de navies marchands soctases 
oe rn we pe pris dens 8 ceux obenas pa Tes cies mdtbodes te 
‘rate eapacté les ravires de tous les pays quelles que sblent lew roeaue ft 
ie part aor qi n'y nen Er ics toe eas beable tn long ea ig 
chau ca pret, ocopcié ee mates cobs, Jour en fe a Rage yun ah 
rae. Je novo en onocquence dinonvénent wd A Voeeption Ue notte 
Heparin, cesta, te tonnage bot Anglais ave on dvr” eae 
. te Baron W'Aeril, pour compldtor une indication de M.te Délégué de ta Grand. 
“omission Buropéenne. du 
aus staxation: eleva jusga'h Tepulosernent ses Basie, a oy somes te 
inne your Tetrtien ds Uoveas, pour Tadmiitaton et pour ee 
Ree es * — amime pour objectif de prélever he ota ei sible. 7 
supe, eet Toligationdetaser également tous les paillonn et navies cone 
Yavilon entre eux Gest l ce point de'vue que le eyettine Anglais © es pes elle 
3 Pprour 


Commission Earopéeans par M. le Baron d’Avril. En effect, le ayettine Anglais répond 
fanbien a cotte préoceupation spéciale de la Conumission du Danube. 

er a rclcere Frangais ajoute que, dés que le systéme Anglais est ver 2 tre disouté 
au point de vue de Ia capecitéutilisble, ila eu goin dexposer Tai-atme ce point dove 
22 Commission dens une séance teaue le 3 Mai, 1872. 

ST Rasen, de Steiger fait observer que la comparaison donnée par M. Zamara 
entre 1 tanreats Russe et Ie tonneau Austro-Hongrois ne correspond plus au tonnage Russe 
depuis Is réthoile quien aintroduit eu 1868. 

 Sanven (Pays-Bas) -— 


HM, Je Président, Messieurs—Jai demandé In parole non pour ajouter quelques 
argumcots A tout eo qul a 6 dik par mee honorables eoltgues qui ont rend, minty 
Tee Je pourri te fire, dune manitre si clay xi lucde et wurlout, st coneluante 
Hire eotqui's été avancé par M, le Délégué de France dans son exposd ds voce 
Francaise, nur la question qui nous occupe, Je xoudmls seulement sésumor co ils ont 
erratic ct en daduire quelques conclusions &'appui de la résolution quey'i eu ! honneur 
de vous proposer. i 

aoe Pe earenx de pouvoir constater on premier lieu que purmi, Tee Délégués dex 

diftreates Palssances Européennes qui ont envoyé dee hommes scientifiques et pratiques 

deer Goaférence, des hommes bien. compétents & juger et A xe prononcer sur 1a valour 

re eccats syettmes de juusenge, quo partnl tous ceux qui ont approfondi_ cette question 

grande unanimité wur lo méthode de mesuraze Anglaise toteodulte par Moorson 

Tlic encore to diplomatic, mal infortage, croyait qu'il y aurult grande diversion dane 

Jes opinions 1 ce soet, anjourd aut iL ext ident quil n'y a pas de diférnce, da ta wt 

we rinses qul ont cuwdie ia question du tonnage sane lex diiéeents pays, indpen- 

ee eo ee abe des antrer, sont venus A Ta mine conclusion: que tn jange oficello 
i ncipe la meilicure et In plus exacte, 

Tante de Mf, lo Baron a’Avsil qui vient le nous dire que les riglos 

Angaices ont te occeptsen par la Comision du Danube afin de tuxor également tov» lee 

patillane ct es navires de chaque pavillon entre eux, 
1 Votre honorable colligue M. Rumeau a expr 
Ha tiehé dabord do trouver uno diffrence entro le syatdun 


Vauitre jour ane toute autre opinion 

‘Moomom et la tol Anglaive, 
ldgue Britanniques 
Tajouterai sealement quien Février 1855, aprts Vadoption par te Parlement de 1a lot 
‘Anplaive, et apréa une Tongue coptroverse entre Moorwom ot les déiteurs du ~ Nautical 
Murazioo,” dee Rtats Unis d' Amérique, Moorsom éerivait In lettre suivante imprimée dane 
¢e recucil ea Avril, 18552 

1 You speak as falrly- aud reasonably on the tonnage question as the seckers after 
truth could require. 

“<The fact iy 
Atwerion may. requ 
of Great Britain may be better served by the p 
underwriters, shipowners, and  shipbulldere _ al 
Gonarument requlred Reports o0 the question from all the prinelpal ports in the Kingdom, 
coven ftom the Keading maritiwe associations of the country ; and at Inst, upon the 
ma ell tort tion, fouled on these dala, copnelty was decreed to be the foundation of 
ease ead the Government accordingly introduced a new system of maxurewent ot 
gar law, wad YPeviament foundod on te rules set forth in tay roview of the laws of 
ta rection sy of which I scat you at the origin of our eorreypondence in 1888.7 


Rumeau a trouré que Moorvoun n'est pas d'acoord 


Geo point a 616 déja refute d'une maniére complite. par notre col 


L think, that we both may be right. ‘The circumstances and truce of 
the peociple of displacement for te taxis of their law, while those 
rinciple of expneity, Our merchants, 

ied loudly for capacity, The 


"Crest dans co mime livre que M, 
avec In Jol Anglaise. 

Teed only repeat that the whole tnternal space of the abip which may be made 
availble for prot either by means of cargo ot Frasengee is considered the proper bose 
foe aseesamont, and the at can bo devised between shipownerand shipowner, For 
te aes pipowner will hamper ship with all manner of deck hows, Uo the manift 
Patan ee veel, while another, of Deter fetng, would condenn Tur new law 
danger of oraer for his grasping impropricties, while € amounts 0 a negutive justice to 

the new Lontiage of this country will be what 


The Iatter, I will simply now obwerve that t 
bic or ewery ton of which will represent 100 cubic feet. 


may bo termed a “ cubical tonnage, 
si esing 2% (Signed) “** Gronor, Mooxsow.” 
=" London, Custom-house, 22nd Febrwary, 185 


(61) 6B 
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‘Il n'y a done pas moyen de séparer Moorsom de Ia loi Anglaise, 

“Mais, ce nest pas la Ja seule difference qui existe entre notre honorable collégue et 
haus. Je crois, eeyendant, que Ia réfutation des autres objections ne me sera pas plus 
Aificile, 

“Il me semble qu'il y a une grande différence entre ce que M. le Délégué de France 

dit présent et Ia manidre de voir des hommes les plus compétents de son pays, h 


gntendv, M. Rurmeau o dit en terminant son discours, qu'en adoptant Ia 
Nésolution proposée par moi, Ia Commission n'opérerait aucune 16forme dans le system de 
Jaugeage Anghis et qu'une rélorme de ce aystéme a'Gait pas veulement desiraule, male 
Récessaire; puis que tous les Gonverncments—noter bien tour es Guuvernements cu, par 
Fonséqueat, aussi ceux qui ont deja adopt la méthode Anglaise ot parm! leeiuelese trae 
4a France qui Ta aoptic la derniéro—aue tous recorinaisatent quelle West pas exacte, 
ims Messicury, si vous lisex Jo procés-vertal do notre quatritme séance vous. y 
teouverez, au bas de Ie pige 9, que notre collague de France & dit—Lunitication it 
{tonnage est une grove question, de grandes perturbations soraient & eraindre si on voulsn 
modifi In jauge ou fe tonnage ‘offcil,” et exile qu'on a aduptée ox 
Anglaie, Ce que notre honorable cellitgoe nous copsellat ie he p 
néanco précédente, il croit nécessaire dle changer dans la suivante. 
“51 vous prenez.en main Yenquéte de 1868 de Ia Commiasion dont M. Rumenu était le 
Président vous setex surpris de lire page 8 du Recueil des Docu 1868-1872 -— 
2" Le syettine indique par M. fo Prisideat Directeur consistersit A prendre pour 
tonneau type le tonnenu officiel Anglais, qui parat le plus exactement ealeuld, et dele 
Pour Jes navires dos autres nations ua tablena de proportionnalité qui serait rendu public” 
E¢ un peu plas loin — 
x2, 14 Commusion reconnait que Je tonnent oficiel Anglais xerit Je meilleur type & 


EE cette déclaration est signée par notre hooorable colldgue qui vient de nowe dire & 
prdsent que le tonneau officiel Anglais, qui ¢ait en 1868 le meilleur et le plus exsctoment 
aleulé, doit dtro chaugé parce quit n'est ni boo, ai exact, et n'exprime prutiquement new 
da tout. 

**Heurwusemeut pour nour, Mewieurs,que novs avons i produire d'autres moignages 
hommes compétents de la Fresoe. 

¢ Dace le pport sommaire de ls Commision de Jougeage de 1863 constitage par 
sarité de son Excellence Je Ministre des Travaux Publice on peut lire (page 17) -—- 

ipporant ce point de départ admis et lex eapacités da tavire memurée 

ido de nos unitéx mitriques ordinaires, it reste & savoir comment on en deduiralt 

In jaugo gale: dans le ayatime Anglais la jauge s'obtiont en divisant le volume total de 
Inne expr en ples abe, parle nombre de 100 divacus rt tie usage commode 
pour Vaceomplisement des caleuls, et il définit en méwe temps le tonneau de jauge tous 
Lune forme simple se rattachant directement A Vensemiblo dex wesures Auglaises; Je tonnene 
de jango de 100 pieds cules Anglais équivant » 2 1.83; V'adoption une rigle commane 
Auk deux nations eutrane inplevenent Fewpiot duve wate comma i ee done 
wh Tavenit le tonneau de jauge fit Ag en Pranee h 2 m. 8 et pour obteaie la jange dng 

, I n'y nurnit plas qu’ évaleur sex capacitésintGrieures en toétres euber et bdivies 
Jo résultnt obtenu par 2 m. 83, 

Tien que le diviseur nouveau 2 t, &% ne sot pas d'un usage aus commode que le 
Aivisene 100 A lonne pas moins une définition exacte da tonneau, 
i Jooge et sutishit sina & In condition plus importante: si Ton veut déduire de le 
Jnoge Jo nombre de tonnenux d'encombrement qu'un navire peut transporter, il sult de 
Vemarquer que le tonneau de jauge est & peu prés double du tonneau d'eheumbrement se 
Port en fonnenux dencombremeot sern done sepsiblement &al hla jauge muliplice par 
Hon (sous Te pont de jaugeage). Si c'est Ia capncité entire du avire que fon yeut 
connaltre, ou niaura qu’ snultiplier Ja jauge par 2 tm, Sib et l'on aura le volume en metres 
cubes,” 

‘*Cst uinsi, Messieurs, quo so yont exprimés des hommes compétents en France, qui 
ye confondaicnt pax Je tonneau de jauge avec te tonnead de fh, on ke tonneau de pode, 
Hencombrement ou d'arrinage quidn savait déduire comme on Ta fit en tout tempe pou 
te becins du commerce de is jauge ofc. =e 3 

role, qu discours de mes bonorables colltgues, les Dééeués de France 
ux-midmes cnt fenront que cst uae sees de parlor d'un dtalon de frét au Beu de parler 
d'un étalon, de ji Sils niont pas réwast a démontror que cst une erreur, je rose 
cspérer détre pfs hewreus, Permettex uot seulement a ‘jouter & tout ce qui a a dit, 
que le choix do diviseur 69, que M, notre colligue de France n'a pas proposé mais aflest & 
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discussion, txt basé dans san discours sur es 42 pieds cubes Frangais ux 2 51 pieds 
de eon raisponement ne me part pas tre cxncte, Volci co que cit Hong bet 
ard, seulement 20 ans apres que Tordonnance fut promalguce apres avoir expliqué le 
mares quam employit pour tourer 1. fond dol ale itm 
hae eu rte ps aes lag’ conve dune ened tonens ha 
Tepes colt de 10,00) pied cubigyes et que le tonneau ait dterming Xi *comvoe on 
TrPrita erdoatient ic saris men de 20 Coment” Mis Gomme ilo puralt pas 
F Vordoanance ait eu'en vue de rien statuer sut lo jaugeago intéricur, "on ve dot 
Hooce aeaneprerene h et deriatin” Ce gl prune vn nae: 
int que Tespce quieeapet 4 brigoes equi toxjuts ris po Ie fonnean 
arinage est comiérableneat plon grand gue 42 ples, ce qui st tro. file & 
Teeonalte pour quo ls experts coolenpusent 'y temper «ot ico le Lnoignage 
se tous ral ot rat wu depuis Forde wt es males ql ent port 
. " Tonneau de poids ov font entendre qu'il ne + 
mia bone bs ates, at ont pormia de parler de 1h sortm, Nest coma qd pat 
expice’ de tradition orale” 2 j 
eres its tile ol prafonila entre boner aleve arr da 
séances et par consequent il’ pas par du tonneau de poids de 42 pleas 
ieee Sree OS eee Pree Pra ee a 
Sicche nvfdewce 4 cate craaten? come #4 a claremedt démoutr par moe 
i mont dérancé dans la discussion. ; 
oepe honorable eolldgue. de France a. insist 2) voulote pronrer que cae 
parlapipéde conser In cae dt plus rane que capaci ottre dinar 
Tis it count sane doue fe rapport dela oorermmiion ompoxto dos hom 
plus compétente dela Commiaion prévidéo par M. Rameau cn 1808, "1! cst dit dans ce 
Peg iat exprimd nl toonesux de 42 plods était’ 16 is plicit 
ircomerty Galt pon Te volun taal dd nave que Toa sara te ph conde 
tmnls une fraction seuleiwent de ce volume reprosentant “ik proportion moyenne” 
age d'aprés les meas faite directement sue un certain nowibre de navi: 
Sea bes acon fs eae consrioten lacoguese Suicenita iso ntl ge ration 
St6 enti wire ef non pas beatoup plus grande que 
feral cou Véchatsodage: angucdots eens celle exppiton tot 
tintin. 


"Notre bonorabe cline de France a dit ue, tntit en Angleterre, totde en 
f 


inexact. Mais ne sernit-ce pas plutot parceqae cox 
Amérique ow a adopté un diviseur inexact. Mi : Hut parogae ces 
reconnaitre low In nécessité d'augmenter le diviveur 
ass tvaenait | Spoee torora ommse lcd ceseement Stmontd pr bon honors ot 
iguor 'Autriche-llongrie et dEspagne ? hee 
conerTa Francona copmcalso alvoear, ol part qu Yet glon ML. Ramona, 
ee OG dars wet alan ua deol olcel pled da les archives o moo pays toa 
1685, od Ton trouve Texposé détaillé et correct de I'at nh systime de Jascengy st dane 
Jequel on peut voir qu'en mesurant sculement Je fond de In eale on pouvait employer sn 
pelle diviseur, mais qu'il doit ire auganeaté selon quron comprond plus dreapaces daa lo 
ae Notre honorabl "it adopté Te syattme 
“N colltguo de France a dit que son Gouvernement adop 
ogists fgets Oo bat afaniction, mae que ete wonton 9 colle une 
tat + cent. dans Je tonnage. % 
‘SOO Perctae‘ad Se vous cet a Paes du Rapport de Commision Prange de 
roposition quelle avnt frite d'adoy jo Anglaise r= 
1 28 radon at prea leyenda iia ir 
jensen pe is quielle ubstsserait de 2 pour cent environ j 
Me ere cictent’ year onttqeence de ia répatir diféremment sur chaque’ navit en 
jee slice ct au poo vate de lear eapacités rales, Cet ce got reste de Texamen dy 
fableau ‘int a TAnnexe D, dans Hequel ‘nous avons enrégist’ Ia jauge de vingt bitiments 
‘Anglais prise par les deux méthodes 
nya sone hureusement pas x de nour 
lis méwe si cela aurait été ainsi, | admirer ta by 
frangais qui's bien voulu contrbuer A Tunification du j spare es 
vantages qut doivent en résalter pour le commerce du wionde enter sont si grands qu 
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peut co supporter sisément les conséquences moias avantageuses, et jespére que mes 
callégves suivront ce boa et sage exemple en adoptant avec unaniaité Ta Raoluton que 

‘eu Thonnear de proposer.” 

M. le Baron d'Aeril fait remarquer, pour confirmer que le toncage Francais été abaieed 
de plus des 2 centiémes par adoption du systime Anglais, que la Douane de Copenhague 
caleule 105 tonneaux Frangais contre 100 tonneaux Anglais, ce qui est presquiidentique au 
facteur 0.94 do Galntz. Le résultat cité par M. le Premier Délégué Néerlandais se rapporte 
4 un calcul fait aprés le jaugeage comparatif de 20 navires seulement: il ne saurait avoir la 
meme autorité que fe résultat obtena  Galatz et & Copenhague a la suite de nombreux 
pa Eredlena ih Pach fait observ 

mn Excellence Salih Pache fait ot yer que M, Rumeau,en rupportant le texte des 
ee ure de ae a aus: Cees a D et 10, les tnlerpeste en disant que 

Jouvernumer périal ne recommande & ses Deiléy Temploi de le formule Moor 
que pour oe totale. ee — 

M. lo Delégué se Turquie pense que cette interprétation west pas la. vrai, 

1. Le Gouvernement fimpérial n'a. pas eu intention de recommander deux formules 
fou deus tonnoans 0 réunissant In Coostuission son idée était We dewandee A co que cette 
Comission fixé un toonean type qui puisse scevir & In foie de base pour les tratasctions 
commerciales et pour Ia. perception des taxes. (Vole circolaire du Ministre des Affaires 

Btenngéres en date du t Janvier, 1873.) 

"Le Gouvervement Tenpéral on recommandant a sex Deligués le syst me Moorsom 
‘ne Ti pas recommandé pour ce qui ext de la enpacité totale seule, il le recommande dans 
von easemble. 

La Gouvernement Impérial ne peut ndcoumirement avoir Vidéo dimposer A In 
Commiasion lo systéme Moorsom, il ne fait que le recommander A ses Déléquée, mais iL 
recotnmande en méme temps de bien approfondir si lex déductions ov déh qu'on 
fait suble & cette formule sont toutes exnctes, et sil y a liew do faire suble & ce systéme 
des modifications pour déterminer In capacite it Wtlisable den navires 

. M. le Baron d'Avril fait obwerver qu’d la e 10 des is ‘tions, Ia Sublime Porte, 
n'a pas dit jaugeage ti tonnage brut; mais, mesurage et capacité totale. ‘Lo mot surtout 
4 Ta page 11 montre évidemment que la Sublime Porte n'a pas cntendu borner notre tehe 
au caloul des déduetion Diaileurs, & Ix page 10, il ext dit: défalcations et 
déductions. 

En réponse ’ M, lo Baron d*Avril, Mf, te Colonel Stokes fait observer que le choix de 
In tonno Anglaise par ls Commission Européenne du Danube avait lieu tout d’abord dans 
dee cicosataneee sulvantes. 

- Le Traité de Paris de 1856 qui a institué In dite Commission Payant autorisé & arréter 
ua Tart des dibs, elle d0 ob<uir one tonne, qul sevvinlt de tase le tascties oe 
choix ext tombé sur le tonneau net de régiatre de Ia lol Anglaise en 1860, 

Le Traitd a toutefois prescrit que tous les pavillons devruient dre mis sur un pied de 
parfaite Ggalité co qui a donné liew A des réclnunations faites de part et d'nutre par crux qui 
fvaient une tonne moiudre que la tonne Anglaise, La Corsmission a dono f 
rechorvhes et det expéricnees pour constater In ditférence entre la tonne Anslaise et len 
tonnes de tous les autres pays. Un grand nombre de jaugeages compuratif « ct fait en 
Angleterre et sur fe Danube méme qui ont éubli ie bantioe de eomparsinon, dont 
M. d’Avrila bien vools nous donner des excimplaires. Le chiffre 94 qui ¥ figure comme 
facteur Francais west pas copendant celul qui était fourni par le jaugeage de navires 
Francals; co jaugeago fhit en Angleterre sur plus de 200 bitiments, donnait un révultat 
meget Ais eta 

outefols on u reeonan que ce facteur tale tré du jaugeage dex bitimeats d'un genre 

aul ne frequentent pas le Danube; il pourrait done 9” ute dereur pour eux. Avent 
Feconnu que los bitimente Francais ataient lore Ia méme rile de jaugeoge que les 
Vitiments Htaliens qui, jaagés A Soulina, avaient requ un facteur do 0.94 on a décde 
eaprit de justice d'accorder le mémo facteur aux nuvires Frangais. La Commission 2/30 
cependant reconnaitre que, si le systéme de ramener lo tonnage des tavires A une seule 
Tiité a moyen dun baréae, corrieait Pune manlore géodrale Tnégalté entre le pasillons 
1 Ynlssait beaucoup & désirer quant b Vgalité entre les naviree, 

‘Creat pourquol elle a iusinté depuis 1865 sur la nécessité d'tablir un systéme universal 

i 2 suit pa fai résoudre Ie 

noo n'était pas faite pour réoudro la dificalté locale du Danebe, cet 
NERA pete daparn, wala dead Yo Sul do fake protier le coomsenc ones toe 

‘Cost dana. 'ee ston quelle a proposé aux’ Gouremewents de chouit le pstioe 
Anglain ct dest dane ce cts générale que ce aystiene a toujours rect A Galatz Tedbision 
de M. le Baron d'Avril un mows du temps de A le Colonel Stokes, 
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le Baron d Avril gst tout & fait d'accord aveo M. le Premier Délégué de la Grande 
Bretagne: le facteur Francais 0-94 a été fixé par assimilation au facteur déterming pour le 
pavillon Italien apris de nombreux juvgeazes comparatifs et en raison de 'identité alors 
presque complite des systémes de jauge dans les deux pays. 
‘M. Rumenn— 


“Messiears,—Il nous serait impossible de réponidre en ce wioment en detail aux 
nombreuses objections et aussi minuticuses critiques de nos honorables contradicteurs. Nous 
essayerons néanmoins de répondre aux principales et de briser le réseau sérré, mais 
fragile, des autres. 

“On nous reproche d'avoir dit que le systéwno de jaugeage Anglais avee son diviveur 
100 fat un mauvais moyen de comparaison do Ia capacité dex havires, Nous o'avons rien 
dit de pare, et nous recannabssons que do moment quion opére de In méme maniere, pour 
ous les navires, le diviseur 100, aussi bien. que le diviseur 10, que Te diviseur 1,000, que 
tout autre diviseur quion pourmit hui substituer, donne des résultats comparnblos,raaix 
qu'il ne donne que cola. Ce que nous avons costesté et ce que nous contestons cncore, 
c'est que le diviseur 100 appliqué A {i eottenance du navire pulsse conduire & son tonnage 
‘raj, au tonnage qui sort do base aux trunsdctions commerciales, Lo tonnage de régistre 
obtenu par Vemploi de ce diviseur nien ext quiune fraction: et co n'est pas i une 
fraction, mais au toanage Jukméme qu'il faut arriver, ou en approcher du moine le plus 
posible, 

*On nous répond, ila verité, qu'il n'y a pas autre tonneau que Te tonneau de 100 pled 
+t diautre tonnage que le tonnage de régistre ; que hore de Th tout ext fetion et oonfuaion, 
Shiai bien pour le tonneau que. poorle tonnage, ct on nous conteste méme que notre 
tonneau de 1m. 44 (42 Francais) ait jamais ext et ait encore une existence réelle, 

‘i cela était «il n'y avait pas diautro tonnage que fe tonnage sbe régistre, que rignificr: 
alent les marché paneda ave les conatruetevrs de nevires; qui pour nn tonnage de registro 
de 1,000 tonnes, par exeinple, vous promettont un tonnage effect de 1,00 tonnes? que 
oudesent die Jes annonces des courtiers aut, poor les nares ison vent, datinguent 
farfaitement Ye tonnage efeetif du tonnage do rogistre ? to langage de cvs annonces et de 
Ces marché a-tll quelque chore d'énixmatique ¥ n'est-il pas au conteare, et sans qu'il soit 
besoin Gexplication, parfaitement compris, dane tows lew pays, de toutes les personnes 

dans co genre d'affaires? il y adonc deux tonnages et deux tonnewix, fe tonnents 
de jauge et Te tonneatt usuel du commerce, 
Mais qu'est-co quo Je tonnage da commerce? Tl varie, dit-on, d'an port h autre ot 
cc fw nataro des marchandises, et meme avoo tos habitudes 
Cela pout ere vrai pour des’ exceptions tenant axel bien 
Ala natura de la marchandise qu't Ia nature du traosport. Mais cela. n'est paw vrai po 
Ja masse dex marchandises qui font Tolyjet des transports maritinyes sur louquels. 40 rgton 
‘Quand un capitaine oanonce étre en ehargement pour tollo ou telle 
prix de 100 france la tonne, par exemple, ehredn, en fout pays, comprend 
txt ais et regle ses operations en consdquence, Mais yo'esteco done que eee tonne? 
Est-ce une tonne de fantalsie dont personne wait une idée exacte, ob est-ce att contenire 
‘quelque chose dont Ia signification ne puinse laimer aucun doute? "Le langnge dew affires 
West pas vague, il nt doit avoir un sens précis, il doit Otro compris de tout le monde et 
personne en effet ne's'y méprend. Chacan sait que la tonne usu est de 1,000 kilog. en 
poids et de 50 pieds Anglais environ ou de 1 m. 44 en volame. 

™ Quand il y a des exceptions, et il y en a, nous le stvoos, on a soin dion avertir te 
commerce. On ne parle plus alors sitpplement de tonnes, mals de tonnes dun poids et 
un volume déterminés et pricisés de fagon A ne pas indvire le commerce en erreur, 
Creat ainsi que nos Messagerics Maritimes, institution pulsante et qui prond directement 

Jorge part nu débat, ont wn tarif do chargement au volune 
poids de 500 kilos. Le tH8t pour ce poids et ec volume ext A pet pri le 
inémme que celul des tanparts ordinates da commerce pout fe volume de | «44 ale pokds 
de 1,000 kilog, Nous n’eatendons pas en faire un reproche A la Compagnio des 
Messageries: il est juste de faire payer la e(lérite ot In nigolarité di service ; mais on peut 
Jorer par Id pat ule tie de Fepuce qe lien libre les puiseantes machines de sa 
tte, 


Toutefois, ce frtt deve et & peu pris double de celui du commerce général, ne peut 
iqué qui des articles de messazerie ou A des morchandises de prix, telles que la 


are 
soie et le thé, susceptibles de supporter sans fléchir cette sartaxe. Mais il 

tre de mtme des marchandises ordinaires embarquéea par gtutiles masses et fi 
= des transports du commeree, Pour ees marchandives, Is Compagnie, 
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fu snin de Te dire elle-méme dans son tarif de chargement pour la ligne de I'fado-Chine, la 
taxe au tonneau de Ja Chambre sle Commerce te Marseille est & peu prés aux mémos prix, 
imalgré Iélévotion du polls et du volume, que son tonnaze exceptionnel. Or, quel ext le 
tonneau de Ia Chambro de Commerce de Marseille? Gest 1,000 kilog. ea poids ou Lm. 4 
en volume. Gatte ion ext inscrite en. téte dle om taif, et ce tarif que nous avons 
soils les yous, compteud en DOU) articles de chargement. Marseille n'est pas un 
port obscur. "Cette plice est ea relation aves tous les ports de 'Europe et di monde 
naires | Son ouneau, le tonneat Frans, et done aiverllement cannot woot 
ic Hier, eest uler Fé iden 
+ Ce west pas dans foo tarif seulement qu‘on trouve fe preuve que la Compaznie des 
Messageries, qui felot «'ignorer le tonneau uel, le connalt mieux que peroane. En 
traitant aveo elle et 60 wwernement Francais lal 0 impose 
Vobligation ile faire Jew transporte néeessaires any besoius de son service & ces prix arrétés 
davance par tonne le 1,000 kilog. en poids ou do Im, 44 ea volume, Le Gouvernement et 
Je commerce Frangais reconmaissent done le tonnean te Tm. 44 aussi bien que Ie tonneat 
de 1,000 kilog., ct wiant pas eevee de Ia veconnaltee et den hire uaage dlepuie Colbect. 
“Nous serons moins aflirmatif pour les tonneaus uxuels des autres pays, Mais en 
Angleterre par © ida plus grand commerce du monde et Ye régolateur 
tone les autres, Hy en w ce ‘zutour dugoel roulent toutes les transactions. 
‘Que voadmient dive sans cela lex publications des courtiers, lea marchés des constructeurs® 
Quand ilk mettent en regard do tonnage de jaugo la writable capacité de transport 
un. uavire et quile annoncent. selon exemple choisi, que cette eapacité eat de 1,500 
tonnes, alora que Te tonnage de régiatre n'est que de 1,000, ile oat certainement une tonne 
et one seule tonne en Yue} ene sil y eh avait plusiours également consaeres par Tusage, 
Jes annonees ne se bornerwient pas A une seule Indication ; it y en avrait plosicurs, telles 
que! 1,200, 1,500, 1,700, Ke, selon le nombre et la grandeur des tonnes, 
“Concluons done qu'il y a vo tonneau d'un usage général et autour du 
toutes les opérations commerciales, sau dex exceptions que nous ne contestons pas, mais 
‘aun détroisent pas la vésle générale, A notre avis, ce tonneau ext cclui de 1,000 kilog, 
pour les chargowents av_poids et de tm. 44 pour les churzements au volume. Cela ext 
exactement ral pour a France, et celu pout dtre considéré comme éulement vesi pour 
MAngleterre, aveo un petit écart insignifiant, Nous ne geosons pas que te fonneas usuel 
dos autres nations en diffire beaucoup, et dans tous les ois Hl tious paralt que c'est sur te 
tonnean Anglais qu'il faut se réglor, 
Oa nous dit que quol qu'on ssw et quelyuc modification que piiiso subir le divineur 
100, on ne ser jamais ansuré de false rendre exacteinent & a formule de jaugeage Je 
tonnage que nour cherchions. Nous reconnaissons que Ja rigueur mathénvatique est dificile, 
impossible migrve h tteindte Wwoi i nous répugne dentre das 
dew ddtails qui ne font qui waneer d'un pase 1 faut 
wisagor Ja question jar ses granils chtés et reconsiaitre ave ows que xt Ton ne pout pas 
eapérer darriver dan résultat rigoureusement exict, on. peut da moins en approcher 
‘do plas pris ¢€ diminuor dans une notable proportion 'évart densiron de 30 pour cont qui 
‘existe avjourdhui entre le tonnage de rigistre et le tonnage effectif, Que cot éeart soit 
nGduit 5 et mimo seulement 10 pour cent, et on aura dja fait un grand pas vers la 
vérité pratique, Ia seule que nour cherchons. Or, rien next plus facile que darriser & ce 
résultat par une mage et convenable réduction du diviseur 
+ On nous dit eacore que ce divisear, qui était d'ubord do 1m, 44 d'aprie Ja rigle de 
Colbert, w dit successivewment saccroitre A inesure que lex navires se sont translormés 
ai Hew de mesurer sioyplemen: leur cale, on a mneyurd tout leur enpacité. —D'x 
cette opinion, le divisear 2m, 83 appliqué aujourd'hui h la capacité totale ne ditféreesit pas 
dn divisour Tm. 44 appliqué A Ia cale. p 
Sou Colbort, In cale neule était Ie iow do la changwet om ne mewarait que sa cxpacité 
pour en déduire, en la divisant par 1 m. 44, le nombrede tonnes de Tm. 44 qu'elle pouvait 
nent. Aujoon hi co net plus ln cals seule, tela. gue Fentendat Colbert, qul et le 
lieu de In charge. La charge, pour lex marchanlives Iégeres. peut remplir tous les ponts 
et eutrepoats, ct méne tout aa partie du poct supérieur au moyen dey installations 
spéeiales qui peuvent y Sire établies. Pourquoi mesirerit-on en effet tous ees exptcen sf 
Gm no devoit pas y Joger dex marchandises, et pourquoi ferait-on des installations par~ 
ticulitres sur lo pont ai lo rested navies sulfeatt pour recevoir cos muarchandises Si 
doe Tous kes expos mesnrés soit avsceptibles de recevoir des marchandives, i faudrait, 
apres la regle de Colbert, diviver leur eapacité par I m. 44 pour savoir eombien ils peuvent 
contenir do tonnes de eo volume. 
On nous dira quela eale seule n'étant plus occupée par les marchandises et le reste 
du navire n'étuat plus disponible pour les besoins de la navigation, il ya sur la eapacité 


totale une Uédaction faire pour satsfaire A ces besoias. r 

précisément de cette dédnetion que nous. demandons dabord quion s‘ocoupe, pour artiver 
Bia détermination de la capacité utilisable, premier terme de la question que nous avons 
4 resoud 

“ily an effet deux terwes dans cette question, ainsi que Moorscm a recon la 
capacité stilisale et le diviscur par lequel on doit diviser cette capacité pour obtenir lo 
tonnage effectif, Moorsom, comme nous Tavous déja dit et népété, déduit 20 pour cont 
de In capacité totale pour les besoins étrangers on chargement et diviso le reste, formant 
In capagte utiteable,/par 30, pour obteair le pombre de tonnes de 30 pleds cubes Augl 

Tenavire peut changer. "Mais on conteste celte opinion de Moorwom et on a'etforce 

Ta cantonner dans ta formule originale dont il serait Vautear spontané et qu'il recom 
tnandlerait scule A application pratique. N'entendant pas V'Anglais, nous avons pu tien 
comprendre aux extruits de ses ouvmges «ont ia €ié donné lecture dans cette tan 
mais s'il fant én Juger par audition de Textrait deta traduction Francaise consign’ dans 
la lettre que M;Girette nous a fait distribuer et dont it vient également dite dont 
lecture, In paternité de Moorvom devient lus que suspects, en tant da moins qu'on 
voudrait voir dans 4a formule autre choso qu'un moyen dexpri ‘pas In capacité 
réclic, mais la capacité relative des pavires. Moorsom répéte dann cet extrait que la 
nécéssité de saintenit dans lex proportions précxistantes Fétat général da tonnage du 
toynume. été In condition sine gud non imposée par toutes les Commissions Publiques. 

Crest done pour ratisfaire & cette condition qu'il a été amend & Padoption du diviseur 
100 et nullement pour fhire rendre it oa formole Je tonnage exact. On dit que ce sont los 
Commissions d'enquéte et non PAdministration Auzlaive qui oot finposd co divixeur. 

*" Que nous importe que Moorsom ait agi vous unc influence ou vous une autre? Vessentiel 
cat de montrer que ce n'est par de son initiative propre qu'il w adopté une foemule dont il 
ca soin en Tadoptont dexpliquer le xens et a portde, et qui désavoue comme exptinnnt 
Ie tonnage weuel et veal. 

™ La forwule Anglaise se compose cor do deux {orines nipondant aux deux 
termes de In question en discussion, ke dividende, qui exprime la capacité totale du pavire 
sauf woe dédaction de 5 pour cont, et le divisour 100. La déduction de 5 pour cent. et 
mranitetemeut iorelanteet ily wlicu de recheecher de combien elle. doit te augment 
pour tenie compte doa expaccs ton vutilisables pour lex marchaudises, et arriver & ta 
Tetermnination de ta capocte utlrable, Co doit Ore, comme tous Navons at, le premiee 
objet do travail de la Conniniasion, 

“Ta diviseur 100, dé excerslf aveo le dividendo actucl, le deviondenit bien davantajce 
avecle dividende aflaibli, «til y x lien do te néduire dans la proportion nécessaire pour faire 
feadre i tn formule le tonnage eflectif, sinon exactement et Heoureusoment, du moisn 
‘0ssi approximativement que posible. Le recherche de cette réduction ou on d'autres 
termes du tonneau type, fera le second objet duu travail de ln Comtalssion 

«Creat pourquc, sais nous Gearter de In question b Yordre du jour, et pour rester, au 
contraire, dave cette question, nous avons demondé et demandons ononre, en maintenant 
fhotre demande sorte. que la Commission procédé abort & examen de la capacité utilisable.” 

°M., Jensen (Pays Bes) fuit cbverver qu'apets los obsorvationa quo ta Commission. vicot 
‘entendre, il et de plo en plus convained que M, Rumen n tn syst2me do jaugease 

ilier, qui doit fhire penser que tous see Autres colligues sont’ dans Fetreun, Ms 
Risinenu parle des grands darts qu’l yn entre les cbargenveats wes ot le tonnage enrdgltré 


ap Us fol Angie, yl vit fx Gnets dn ar ebd wana prendre on consation 


‘cous des navirex leges, Crest parler encore une fois, de marchandises et non pas de 
Jangeage, qui_n’est que In proportion moyenne de la traction utilisée de la eapacité totale 
du navire, Cette fraction moyenne—M, lo Deékégud «All clairement démontre— 
rest pas applicable A chaque navire, Cleat la moyenne entte le bit 
bitiment chargé, entro le tonneau de poids et le tonneau dencombrem 

sea au long coure et lox petites traversées, entre lea voyages d'hiver et ccux dsté, e 
wo Wa moreno statistique de tout le mouvement commercial dan grand pays, 
tooycnne dans laquelle les éeatts des deux cbiéx ae détruisent motuelloment et eext pou 
cola quielle forme une base solide et oxacte ptt Tanité de jaugeagn. Un exemple, son 
lun certain sens, est fourni dee sujet par les documents. publiés pr Ia direction de la 
Compagnie du Capal de Svea do 1868 A 1872, On lit au bas de Ta yoaee 44 5— 

Les ait navies A dix franice par tonneau fet ont payé (pendant Tes promiers six 
mole apres ouverture da Canal) 3,512,000 francs. Les215 navires & 10 francs par tony 
de chargemeut (lex autres 145 étaient gus) auraient pays 3,404,100 fh 
some i 47,000 francs prés.” 

Ro dautres mots: Ia eapacité moyenne utilisable de 346,419 tonnes de changement 
réel ne different pas plas que 4,700 tonnes ou 1 pour cent da tonnage net officiel enrogistr, 
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is jauge donne ls fraction de ln capacité en moyenne, déduite d'un erand 
vires ; mais.ce n'est pas IA Ja espacité utilisable de chaque navire dare les 
irconstances les plis avantageuses, cette eapacité ne pouvant élre détermines parce qu'elle 
‘Agpend de mille eirconstances différentes 
(Cette moyenne a été fixée en Angleterre d'aprés les exportatioos et les importations 
Pendant un grand nombre dannées, (ites par 27,000 navires ; c'est done tréx fustewent 
{juan a fait de cette moyenno statistique lu condition sine gud non et qu'on en a-dédult le 
Sa daat 100 du systéiue Moorsom, M, le Premier Delégué Néerlandais est convainca qu't 
at dans Ie yrai avec lex autrex collagues qui pensent comme fui 
A. le Colonel stokes fait remaryner qu’ou se trouverait en face d'une grande difficuleé 
pour ex esréales si-ov voulait adopter In toone de 50 ou 6 pieds de ME Rameass lee 
{Kedales sont payés lupe les “quarters” Lo BIg eat tmmaporté par une mesure: Ie 
bole ‘par wa autre étalon. Cette Cominlesion n'x pas pour but de trouver seulement ug 
tiode utile pour une enteeptixe particulidre, mais elle m peur objet driver d une emente 
‘sur une mesure ginérale & adopter dans Vintéide du eommeres universcl 
3. Rumeas réplique qu’ n'a pas in présomption de we envite seul en possession de te 
vérité, comme M. le Promler Déldgué des Puys-Bus voudrate Finsinucr, | ten veri te 
rreherche avee andeur et sineérité, of il est venu ici dans Vespole de la troaver da ten 
Wwmideen ot Fimpartialite de Ia Commission 
Uhonorable M. Jansen, ditil ensuite, puise partout des wvguments et particulidrement 
dane Jes dooumsents Frangns de toutes lex epoques. Il Seat nous battre wee aos propres 
Armes. _ Mais en neceptant Huutorité dex documents Franguis quate il ke eeoit farocabiee b 
4 these, pourquoi Ios rouse-t I} quand is Iai sont conteaires? Pour co qul nous coucecoe, 
if ‘voudeult nous mettre en contradietion avce nous méme en opiporant nos oy 
‘aujourd'hui, celles que nous aurions dans une Commission que nous avons eu 
Vhonneur de présider en Fi 

c laos be nous sont pat personnelles et & moins do Vouloiratteibuer au Président 
tout co qui xe dit ou ine Commission, noon ne saurions en principe en 
necepter Ia responsabilité. Nous ne croyons pas d'allleurs quo celles daat on » encode 
{e prévaloir impliquent aucune contradiction avco nos idéts d'aujourd’hni. Si nous avons 
en compris, M. Jansen a paslé do twvices Wesex, de. charsements Incomplete et de te 
nécenité d'un yros divisear pour urriver & la dvermination dela enpacité non ps utile 
male moyenooment atilinde des navires. Nous en avons purl aussi, mols en felon 
remanjuer avec Ia Sublime Porte que ces eonsidérations, tonnes. pout les E 
Pournlent plus étre adwisen quand it xugismait de compognies concestioanaires de gran 
travaux. publicn, qul Ja juste eéimungration de leurs scrvices dane la 
Perception de taxes atsises sur la capacité riellement utilisable et now pas simplemone 
Uuillade dos nuvires. | Diailleury en adinettant, co que nous ne pauvons pax folre, fe 

jPo.e 4 capicté tvayennement utilinge, lo diviseur 100 ticadrale encore wn trop 
gritid compte des déductions & faire apres ce principe et devrait tre notablemery 
réduit. 

On peut le voir, un des ewburras do ta diseussion actuelle est do xe compliquer de 
Prdoceupations relatives au ndiglement de Ia qucstion du Canal de Nest impoasible, 
i effets de ne pas voir Niniluence que la rile tle jaugenge qui sora adoptde dolt exérees wet 
te rhglement, et de ne pus regretter que la Comininsion, ainsi que nous Tavious demande, 
Wen nit pas fait le premier objet de scx délibérutions. C'est a Foscasion de cette domeric 
save nous avions par de ta diculté de mosiiee Ix jauge ofcille et des perturbations qua 
Ponrralent ea résulter dans les statistiques: commerciales et In perception des droite ia 
navigation. “Nous whvons pos ehangd Wavis, comme on nous te reproche: mais cette 
tnodiication est devenue nécessaire du moment qu'on voit clairemeat apparalire le desseia 
de fairo de Ia rile de jaugenge la base du riglement de Ia question du Canal.» Now 
ajoutcrons que ce slalement devait ttre Funique objet de notre mission, sina qu’on 
pu ety juger par In communication de nox instructions du 7 And, 1873.” Nous wavone 
pas di néanmoine 1 énérale du jaugeage 
Fecommandé par Ja Sublime Porte jw 5 Taborder sais perdre 
de. vus lox intinéts du Canal et aver Ia penséo de alvccepter qu'une solution lagique et 
Tationielle, ‘On auriit pu sjourner encore cette solution et continuer 4 fermer los yeus 
sur Tinexactitule manifeste de la jauge actuelle,  Aujourd’'h gue ls question de, In 
{ilorine est ago ct que In discussion en eat commoncée, il faut la poursuivre jusqu'en 
oul, sous peine de consacree & Janmis un syst2we errone 

AM: le Haron de Steiger trouve que | 
tfopinion su les smote, Il eroit uvec M, te Delezué W'Espagnc quit semis. peeeable 
{(abolir le terme * tonneau” €t qu'il faudait s'entendre avant tout eur Ia aigniseation ae 
Voxprestion “tonneau do jauga.”” 
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Plosicars membres de Ia Commission ayant demandé lajournement, M. le Président 
Tenvoie In continuation de Ia discussion & la prochaine séance, 
La séance est levée. waa 
(Sign EDHEM. 
Le Seerétaire, 
(Signé)—CAnarafoponr, 
Annexe No. 1 nit Procés-Verbal No. 7. 


(Aj—Stevens on Stowage. (Table No. 23, page 54.) 
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Mode proposed in place of the System recommended by the Third Commi 


se having brought the 
tion of the adopted by this last Commission - 
die inthe case of abeyance, Woe ier of thes pages imal ® merken 
Vraneney Ueostary oc OK ga) wat induce. oxen forter dis 
the subjact ; more particularly f reference to the principle of external mcasur nent aad 
the emplaynent prof ional drawing—thone points of the rejected system in 
aged ay the g ‘of its ine gibt : Fi ‘ 
meinen cared te bain cos bf the severity of shipowner a 
ic repudiation of extertal weastrement and adoption of literal cubsture 
oi Sed Gams in meat eae aimely spent on the quay of apa fo 
forage of cargo and ocominodaon of passenger, having aywuied this a 
Seer es ane of the suston, al furbr nvenigua of the sujet tne gone to 
Prove the superior eligibility tod Ueitablenees of internal moastrement, ts as, 
Fears, a ty cortet_metaurtion has been constructed with view of 
iy thes objections to which external measurement and the agency of profession 
Fea ee are ical operstion bave bayn considered 30 sétlouay ol an 
teers No. Vof the stem, fr the alimemureneal of venus when the old i clog, 
cousats of» atin of interaa eemuremen, which atte tne of taking then easly 
srrangel ita prepared foromula frm “ei he true eaicl cootet a 
cily computed by an eaay arithmetical process. = 
tanneee the upprevinuts Rale No.2 for the ae nt trees et ae 
ces ; 
i brought to express an approximate Internal tonnage Dy means of» correcting 


Me 
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Galena srg the spas ocerpol by various goods 
Pte te an gro expr spe = ying 2 Cale gy, ae oer 
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Both these rules re given in extenso with practical illustrations of theie application 
ractical illustrations of their application to 
ferent classes off vessels, under the head of Chapter IV. The analysis, 
5 of the rules will 


Chapter M1, Section 7 (pages 48 and 49.—Mode et 5 
|—Mode proposed by Moorvom in li 
recommanded bythe Commiarion of Revision of Via, * th Plow 


With a view of removing the dissatisfaction of the shipaorne 5 
objectionable principles contained in the plan adopted by the fate Comsat nS ee 
ia the foregoing actin, and. at the: same timo preserving. the mane r 
(heevioafter set forth) adaitted to be established by'thels Inteure th 
(see Chapter I, Section 7) and investigated jn this gots 

Me seer of the Commi i to thei minds the 
necemity of the more correct rm of ships than had hitherto obtas 

{ter deberton, er he eine tha convietion, reuted ithe shee 

is general principles, embodied in a resolution sul mere! be Af 

Robinson, Chairman of Clasifoation of Lloyd's Register uf Brith an Ponce, Soe 
and conde by Mr: Maney Wi m, ipods teense pati and ye ae 
“That it is desirable to establiah an easy practical thodo of i 
sive a fair and equitable proportionate amount of tonnage foe wench ah sta wit 
that stall not eocourage the building of objectionable forma, and that wil prodtes of 
Dearly a4 pombe the samo results sx under the Act'3 &4 Wen. IVrc a5,eeen conte 
ferme tho ‘old law,’ or ‘bulk’ measurement, and will sho tring the en 
horgeable on Beitsh tod foreign ships nx nearly upoa an equality ax pose.” O88? 

o virtually conform to the principles lad down by the Conant in the above 
exposition of the results of their labours, bas been an object of great cae with the fee 
the pun about to be ivestgnted. Each of the requirments thove caonciied caja 
found to bo practically realised, Although the arnuy of Ugurce exbiited. ora 
xamplos inay give an ni of intricacy tothe formula a vanunce with the prin obs 

¥ ractial Mods’ the intricacy is rally only in appearances the wliaentty of he 
rato reali 1 (with vey isle altetion)mivch more simple and. mone ecg ot 
ase of hic are 
of objectionable forma,” » mont i foment coated’ ithe abs 
rests of the" Selbertons atin Conainon, “And than it Satta, tore 
alton the atom tow tbe 0 dbecty trom the ats 
amiasion of Toquiry, It oa ‘omnpeining the trite of i 
deliberutions, and aa thus tending to fall the objects which the Lone or the tie 

Privy Council for Trade had th Miew in the ‘svuing of that Cooma, committe of 

{inquire into the defects and anomalogs 

frame ome perfect med forthe 


tention in the memory than the existing motla. The variety of measurement 
Paced have been found tobe abuoutely necomary concn et 


(C)—Of the New Tonnaye Law, as established in the Mere ip 
19 Gr Noon ie Merchant Shipping det of 1854 


‘The rulos for ascertaining the tonnage of ships, ax the 
Merchant Shipping ‘het, 1864," having been in epee aaa ry ieee 
{hich peviod about 16,000 British aod a rouch grentor ‘number of foreign ‘hips have 
been measured by them, the ex, of their operation thus afforded Was Proved the 
Working of the whole aystem to be eminently aatiftetory, excepts regards the rlincat se 
foal ears for thele propelling power, hereinafter adverted to :— 
_, 1» Tho toonage under the new law is simply the internal a 
hip (computed by ‘ne of Sterling rule) = Pred by 100, ee 
ut with any additional apages built i 
‘nominal tonnage of former laws; a0 that the statistical tonnage of the Kingdom 
Mt exssin uoaltered, ax well as all reverses which, rom carly tines gt ee 
founded om that standanl, "It is bonce ace thut the Homizal ton (Stone nt yes ata 
resent law consists sizaply of 100 eubic feet, ddd 


It was soon generally discovered that the principle of the new system is a practically 
correct measurement of all space eligible for stowage of passenger accomodation, and that 
the measurements or dimensions involved are such, both as regonis their number aiid 
Position, as fo effectually prevent, on the part of even our most ingenious builders, any 
‘endeavour to eseape their due influence, whatever form or dimensions of vessels might be 
Tesorted to, : z : z = i 

4, We may now observe, that it haa been a question whether the legal toonnge of 
ship should not represent, numerically, the commercial tons actunlly carried either of 
measurement oF dead-weight cargoes, oF both of them, rather than merely expross, ax at 
present, the relative capacity of ships. On this point, itis only necessary to observe that 
the preservation of the prot aagrezate tonnies of the Kinglom las be 


Of capacity, uodler 
measurement or weight, which must necessarily vary with the ever-varying clreutnstances 
‘of longer or shorter voyages, ax the caso may be, to say nothing of tho acknowledged 
Almost impossibility of satisfactorily arriving, by any general rule, at the proper positions 
‘of the load and light dmughts of water, oo which the calculation of the weights carried 
solely depends, It is for these various reasons as above set forth, that preference has boca 
given to a Jaw of that nature which is at prosont established, — With the view, however, of 
‘atsisting tho shipping public on the more spocial points of actnal oargoor—an assistance 
couly to be derived from the legitimate nature of the proscnt raler—the nnuexed paper hax 
een published, and directed to be issued to the owners in all enses of rgintry uovler the 
ew 1a — ; 

“ brit explanation of tho nature, of the register tonnage of a ship a» ascertained 
under the ‘ Merchant Shipping Act 1854") and of the enay moans it affords for estimating 
‘approximately the measurements and dead-weight enrgoes of ship 

* 1. The rege tonnage of ship expreses et entre feral cubical capacity ia 
tony of 100 cue fet eal 50th it only necesary to nultiply wu tonnage by 100, 
‘and the entire internal eapacity of the ship in cublo feet is imuvediately shown ; and fron 
which an ownor ean, by making such deductions for passengers, provisions ond stores, ae 
the cireumstances of the particular voyage may roquire, arrive at the net space in cublo foot 
for the pa of cargo. 

“4. To ascertain approximately for an average length of voyage the measuromont 
cargo at 40 feet to the ton which a ship can, (as many owners ray be unwilling to 
trouble themselves with the above-mentioned deductions), it is only necessary to multiply 
the number of register tons contained under her tonnage deck, ws shown sepamtely in the 
certificate of registry, by the factor 1, and the product will bo the approximate 
measurement cargo required. 

“3, To ascertain approximately the dead-weight cargo in tons which a ship can safely 
carry om on average length of voynge (dend-weight beariag. a cortain qualified ration t0 
internal capacity), it is only necessary to multiply the number of register tona under hor 
Yonnage deck, by the factor 19,* aad the 

wired. 

4. With regard to the cargoes of coasters and colllors ascertained ax above, whose 
short voyages require but a senall equipment of provision and stores, and whose framot oF 
shale ae of larger canting in proportion to their capacity than in the lag claies of 
‘voxels, about 10 [3 cent. may be added to the said revutts ; whileon the contrary, about 
10 por cent, may be deducted in the case of larger vessols going longer voyages. 

"5. In the ease of the measurement cargoes of stenm-vemels, the spaces occupied by 
‘the machinery, fuel, and passengers. cabins under the deck must be deducted from the 
space or tonnage under the deck, before the application of the measurement factor thereto 3 
sand in the case of their dead-weigbt the weight of tho machinery, water in the 
oilers, and fuel, must be deducted from the whole dead-weight ax ascertained abave by the 
‘application of the dead-weight factor. 

“I is, however, distinctly to be understood that the estinmtes ascertained, os set forth: 
in the above paper, are not recommended as an authority for cither #hipawners or 
‘merchants in the specification of their contracts. A merely estimated average cargo, it is 


Iuet will be the approximate doad.weight 





held, can nover be n basis sufficiently certain for the financial arrangements of any 
individual voyoge; more particularly as regards dead-weight, whether it be ascertained by 
its average relation to internal enpacity, as resorted to in these estimates, or by means not 
Jess variable of merely assumed lond and light lines of floatation.” 


‘Annexe No, 2 au Procts-Verbal No. 7. 


Riglement pour le Merurage des Navives Marchands sanctionné par Sa Mojerté U'Empereur 
de Russie le 24 Avril, 1868. 


Afin de mesurer In expacité d'un navire il faut -— 

1. Mesurer en pleds Angi: (a) In longuear dv tillac supérieur eutre Ia limite 
eatrdine de létrave intérieure jusqu’ ln tirito extrime do l'étambot h Vintérieur; (8) la 
largeur intétioure & la surface iaférioure du maltro bau da mbmne tillao;* et (c) le creas 
au naviro da méave baw du tllac jusqo’an ban da vaigrage Wes varangues, 

2. Multiplier entre elles Tor tran dimensions ce-dess, ested, Is loogueut, la 
lrgeur ot le oreax, et diviser le prodait—pour les nivires’ A volles par le challre 340 
diminud de un-quatritme de ta longueur de mavire, et pour les bateaue & vopeur-—par 280 
Aiminué do un-eingoitwe de la looguear, le quotient donner la capacté du osvre et laste, 

Obrervation—Lorequ'il s'agit de déterminer Ia capacité d'un navire en tonnes, il 
faut doublet le nombre dos tastes trouvé, Ie laxto étant deal h deux tonneau. 

3, Loraqne aur le tillac supérieur iL¥ a un autre till, une dunette eu un Toole, it 
faut mosirer de oes partion: Ia longueur intérieure, la largour (btn moitié de la Joozueur) 
¢t ls hanteur aurdessas du tillac mesuré auparavant ; puis multiplier cos trois dimessions, 
diviser le produit par 180 et ajouter le quotient au ehilfte trouvé daprds To § 2. Cette 
fomune indiqaera In capaci générale dt navie en lasts, 

4+ Bn mesurant lex batenux & vapeur par le systdme sue-indiquét il fut déluire de 
Jn capncité trouvéo la eapacité de Fendeoit oeeupé par Ia nchine, laquelle eaprolté doit 
Otro décerminge de In tonnidro suivante; mesurcr In longueur, la largeur et le crenx de 
cette chambre, en preniat pour la longuear Fespace entre lex cloisons devant et derridre 
do la chambro (h laquelle it faut ajouter la longueur des aouter  charbon, st ellen no 
trouvent devant et derridre la chambre de Ia achive) ;$ pour Ia largeur-—ta moyenne den 
sonimes des largours aux oloisons el-dessus, et pour lo ereaux—la moyenne des sommes 
des deux mesuruges (& cox mimes cloisons), de la distance du vaigeage & la tarlingue, 
Jusqu’a bordage du pont sur tex bao de Ia machine. 

Multiplior entre eux ces trois mevurages; longueur, Inrgeur moyenne et exeux moyen, 
ct divinar lo produit par 200, le quotient indiquera la capacité en lasten de la chambre de 
ia machine des tateax rons. 

Pout les bitenutx A hdlico il fut ajouter au produit dos trols mesurages (dont il ext 
‘question plus haut) de Ia chambre de Ia machine avant de diviaer pur 200—espace cube 
coupé par Je tonocl du grand arbre. Apres déduation de la eapacité trouver do cette 
ranidre do Is distance oecupte par la machine et lov anénagements du chaulfage, dela 
‘capacité totale da navira, ion résultera la eapacité pour les marchandiaes. 

5. Lorsque nur la chatnbre de a machine il froave un pont, ow Torque ta hauteur 
do cette chambre w'artive pas josqu'ea pont supéricur, il faut. tesurer: la Longueur et Ia 
Targeur des éoatilles da tuynu do la eheminée, des écoutilles sur Ta chambre dee 
‘haulfeues de celles de la.chambre de Ix muchine ct ta hauteur entre les ponts (Conta. 
ire entre es bordages dos ponts), puis preadee le produit de cox trols dimensions de 
ehague Gout oles aouter elit ql exprits la dimension de ln chambre de la aching 
cn pieds cubes, avant de diviser par ia quo cette dimension nom eccupte par Tes 
marchandisos, soit ausal défalquée de Ia enpacité sinérale, 

Tl weat pas pormis de placer des maarchandisex dane les soutes A charboo, en eas con 
tire il faut ajoator la enpacité do ces routes A Ia eapacits généenle da bitiment, 


* Cotte Largucr oat A wisurer 2 commoner des exigragis Intdeleus ee varvngnen d'un tid janyesue 


Amtoes werent aad, nt le hau ou bina sus ie Paver, 
sin wanhine Xap ou curs pape de ester Ta preindeat A Te mold de fe Jongurer 2s 
aicnt. ts prceiortu menage ble cleo eterire Se esate Sea tachi ou Au se sete 
nt yun fst mals att spor Tae de Ws ob di ‘es varzguse de aig 

i erdngs tu ae vopacars 
Fe fess en chiar de vv chan, lab dro drs a hm dt istic, 
tants larguur du mvira wll eo sovion he premoent Une pare be lates ha ease wet 

eur espa sparta. 
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Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage. 


Procés-erbal No. 8—Séance du 4 Octobre, 1873 (8 Ramazan, 1290). 
Présidence de son Excellence Eomeat Pactta, 
Présents: 
Pour !"Allemgne— 
1M. Gillet, 
M, Hargreaves, 
Pour I'Autriche-Hongrio— 
M. le Chevalier de Koxjek. 
M. Zamara. 
M. Nicolieh. 
Pour ta Belgique— 
M, Camillo Jansen. 
Pour I'Espagne— 
Don Angel Rust 
Don Joaquin Togores, 
Poor la Franco— 
M, Jo Baron d’Aviil. 
M. Romeat. 
Pour la Grande Bretagne— 
M. le Colonel Stokes. 
Sie Philip Fravels, 
Pour Ia Grico— 
M, Avargyros, 
Pour IItatie— 
‘M. le Commandeur Mattei, 
M. le Chevalier Vernoni, 
Pour les Pays-DBas— 
Mz le Chevalier Jansen, 


le Haron de Steiger. 
M. le Colonel Korchikoft. 
Pour Ia Suide et la Norvége— 
‘M. Ye Chovalier de Heldenstanm. 
Pour ta Turquie 
‘Son Eavellenee Bale Pacha, 
Son Excellence Salih Pacha. 


procbsrertal de ta demitre sdance est Iu et adopts. 
= ser Mie Prien te Searétaire teas Jooture d'une lettre adressdo 
son Excellence ahem Pacha et datéo de ‘Thérnpia, le 28 Octobre, par Inquelle M, Girette 
met A la disposition de MM. les Déléjgués plusicurs nouveaux documents. Cos pitoes wont, 
Meet Tnenyyroe demande la parcle st Bit a Qéclaratoa salennta>— 


MM, to Président 1—J'al eu Vocousion dobserver dans te marche de nor débate que 

MM, a Dineeuee, Tn ok towbent entéement accor sur un ott qu part 
Tx question qui nour oo ‘ 

Re ee ee 
‘Anglais ow ‘Moorsam réanit tous les avantages scientifiques e pratiques et donne 
ind un révliat véridique de In eapaclté des owvires, sans porter préjadice dans son 
application, ‘aux propriétaires ou xrmateurs, 

nas me spe 2 NA nem de ete 
Commission, bien qu’etant accord aur le principe du dit systime, faire simultanément 
surgir dans les débts des contestations quant anx détails du systime Moorsom, c'est-d-dire 
-que We vicar 100 nest pan celui qt devrait dre employé dane sstdmeaut-indiqué da 


(et) 





jangcage des navies et qui faudrt nécosairement Je remplacer par eslui de 50, ou par 
wun autre. 

“Je pric mes honorables colidgues de vouloir bien expliquer In contradiction qui, & 
mon avis, retort de ce fitz rae 

1s Je-aystime Moonom est juste quoiquincomplet, et dans ce cas, il faudrai 
adopter faite de mieux tel quil ext, ans la moundre alteration, ou il est défectucax dens 
sou ensemble ou en partie; of alors il devrait etre rejeté. 
“Tl me parait qu'il faut opter absolument entre ees deux alternatives et qu'il y a 
impogsbié doe ayer un chemin travers ; 

‘Je me suis réservé le droit d'examiner et d'étpdier le systéme Moorsom dont tous les 
dais mw échappent, dans le caso il serait pris en considéation dans sou eases parla 

omission, 
; Cepenaot, ton ignorance sur ce pont ne devrait dtouner personn, car nous n’avons 
pas ou en Grove sino histoire entitre, pour ainsi dire, da jaugeage des pavires, telle qu’ 
Hoos a te sigonle dav les preclens sénnces par MAC les Delégus Je Helland’ de 
Grande Bretagne, de France ot d'Expagne, comine existant dans leurs pays respectifs 
depuis trois sidclos: ot je croix pouvoir remarquer, sans eraiate d'étre deaent, que In 
cums de cette question épincure n'y ext pas encore dpulee A Vheare gil at, 

‘*Depuis sa renaissance, la Grive s adopts le syste Frangais de 1837 qui nous négit 
encore, sai qunucune réclamation ait été Jamas entendue de la part de qui que ce sot, 
aur le degré de son exuctitude. 

“ Dans le ens oi, comme je le ervis, le syst2mo Moorsom, recommandé par les homrnes 
los plus compétents en ceo matigres et adopté, ou sur le point de Vetre par presque toutes 
Tex nations maritimes, est tasé sur des calculs mathématiques en tous points exacts, mon 
avis cat qu'il faudra Vadopter tet quel. Si au contraire, uous cherchons a duder 
Yensemble do Védifice et restituer, au dire de notre honorable collégue M. Rameau, un 
facteur nouvead, an diviscur quelconque & la place de colut qoi est inhérent aa systéme 

ddclarous alor le syste doot if agit incorrect et laspropre 


“ ILy a Messicurs, un second point que je voudruis toucher. C'est Tobligation mth 
tre ‘andat do pricier aotant que posible tout ee qui m rapport & la déchioa que 
nous allone prendre. Tl me semble quil résulte-de lx nomenclature infinie que nous 


favons entendue aur le jaugeago, In capacité des navires ot Tes tonnenus, une confusion 
consiérable, 
Je pease quill faudrait aeant tout, préciser lev mots, xer leurs sen adopter dew 
termes nth dis gu ne puiwent donc ie 8 aucun takeatend 
“I sagit de fixer la manidre par laquelle on. pourra nu juste déterminer la eapaci 
wit dea bavi ie err yc eoaee 
“* Pour cela, i faut fixer ot admettre on systime uniforme ol Io vavire sera 
resaré ot qul formers son toncage ost Ce’ onnage ou capecied ellie du hatte 
sino tot eu pare mates” een port nu ere de ban apie expo 
» javgeage, on peryevra duns tous its auxquels les pavillona 
‘Suan oh dane los portat pak thas lee Goatet ecemoney Aairolty, a." Ee 

"BI ua Jaugeage universel eat adopté de la manidre que nous indiquons.—et jaime & 
croire quo c¢ résultat ser ntteint—il ext hors de doute que les inconwnients actucls de 
tous genres disparaltront & jamais, ans que los plots douteux qui pésent sur les transac 
tions commerciales. IL va sans dire que chaque: pays restera libre de dresser los tableaux 
des watintie commerae tel gl oe Youd eo iettant en pile se poe 
sures veo a tonne de jauge internationale reconaue doréaavant comme seule Kale. 

“Jo couclus qu'il faut absolument comprendre ct préciser dans un seul terae: et un 
seul miot oe que nous voulons eatendre par un étalon de capacité queleonque pour lex 
navies aot hvolles soit vapeur. - 

“I est parfsitement Jadilérent que ce soit par les mots, tonne Leste; tonneas type 
cu tout autres Ce qui me paral urgent cet Tabolition Je lx noweneature aaos fn qu, 
Gaprés nowy ne contribue pas peu Ala confusion qui ve remuryue actuellement dans la 
question." 

Mle Président nyunt communiqué quit est obligé, A son regret, de s'abseoter 
foree majeure de la séance, In Commission dckde de suspeodre la Seance et de s'ajourner, 

‘Mle Président prowoncn Vajosrnenicat. 

La séance eat levée. 

races Pn 
nti " 
Gigné) Cakarutonons, a 
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No. 22. Confidential, 
Sy Tord, Se Therapia, November 10, 1873. 

YIN the conrse of the discussion of which the minutes are forwarded to your Lord- 
ship in our No. 21 of this date, we made some remarks which! may oppetr to run counter 
to the following passage from the letter of the Board of Trade, dated 16th ulthno, referring 
to the instructions of the Ottoman Delegates, “nor can the Board of Trwlo admit that 
space vtilizable for cargo” as distinguished from the ‘space occupied by the whole body 
of the ship” is the proper meanure of tax Wo, therefore, wish to point out that 
this lettr nas rceveda weak after the disqussion reported, and that our wks appear 
to coincide with the ne of argument used in the reply \ the 
instroctions contained ia your Lordship's No. 5 of the 19th September, w 
Aen that It will be necessary 19 consider the rules for deducting from the gross tonnage 
the spaces uot utilizable for earning freight.” 

We consider the expression * utiizable capacity ” to be one that ust bo dealt with 
by the Commission, ‘Tho original invitation of the Porto of the Ist January, 1873, 
employs it when defining’ the subjects fue examination by a Cominission, and addy the 
words * for the transport of merchandize," 

“Phe Vizirial letter, on the subject of the Bucz Canal dues, abo intreduces the 
‘expression with reference to the Porte's decision. It is, therefore, natural that It should 
again appear in the instructions to the Ottoman Delegater, ‘ 

Tes its connection with the Sucz Catal Question which forces it upon our consider 
tion in fixing an international ton, for that ton will not come within the meaning of the 
Saltan's decision, unless it exprenses the utilizable space of a vessel. 

‘We believe that the English nett tonnage does even now, upproximately, express Chat 

+ but wo think that it wnay be sade to do #o more nearly. 

“(2 air cabins, and coveredin spaces, are meaxared and included in the gross tonnage 
of a ship, it appears reasonable that, if the space ocoupied by her erew Is deducted from 
that gros tonnage, the spacer of similar character, that is to say, offlears' cabins, cook- 
hhoures and otlier Constructions for the sole use of thove who are employed to work the 
‘thip, should also be deducted—within certain limite—both in sailing and steam vessels 
Further, as the space occupied by engine-room, Xe. in a steamer is deducted, it acoms both 
‘equitable and lozical, that the space oooapied ‘by the reserve propelling power of « sailing 
ahip, should also be dedocted to give its nett tonnage, 

Mr, Grey has satisfhctorily proved, in his memorandum of the 10th of October, that 
for general pur tonnage is the fairest basis of taxntion ; bot it ie admitted by 
tho ‘Toard of Trade that, for the present, ie cannot be generally adopted, and tho nett 
tonnage must for some tithe to come bo that basis, 

‘expectation is, however, exprossed that, for the Suer Cana), gross tonnage will 
become the legal system, because M. de Lesseps will “bo able to make out 
‘against the absolute fairness of any standard of taxation which involves deductions," 

Tt is to be observed, however, that M. de Lasseps doos acknowledge fully, that nett 
tonnage is the correct basis, for he maintains that it in on nett tonnage that ho iv even now 
Tevying hix dues, though he arrives at it by his own peculiar process, Practially, there 
fore, for the moment, gross tonnage is out of the question, even for the Suet Canal dues, 
more eapectally as the French Delegates absolutly reject the idea of that eondltion of its 
‘adoption which we must consider the rine gud non, namely, a reduetion of the maximum 
toll. 

It, therefore, is imperative on the Toternatlonal Commission to find a nett tonnage 
hich reprownte the “ utilizable capacity of a vessel. 

‘This expromion is not ope Of our chooring, it has been foreed upon ux, as shown 
‘above; it, therefore, is esent‘ally necestary Uo deal with it, and to securo to it an inter 
pretation in conformity with the English system. This would be effected if the english 
ett tonnage were made foir as between sailing and xteam-ships, by applying the same 

ciple of dedoction for cach clas, and in all ships by applying to the spaces occupied 
the officers’ cabins, stores, &¢., the same rule for deductions as is for the space 
ied by the crew. 

a the French Delegates argued that the cubical contents of a ship should be 
reduced to tonuage by a «mailer division, on the grounds that 100 feet of Moorsom took 
‘Accotnt of» considerable per-centage for officers” cabins, provisions, store-rooms, Xe. we 
felt that we could consistently oppose their argument, inasmuch as, according to our view 





(and as very justly maintained by Lond Tenterden in his memorandum of the 17th 
February last, the English ton is a space of 100 cubic feet neither more nor less, 
‘and that the officers’ eabins, store-rooms, &e., occupy space represented by tonnage. But, 
‘hen we come to examine what is utilizable space, we must admit, as shown above, that 
‘space occupied by these officers’ cabins, store-rooms, &c is not utilizable, and thst there- 
fore the tonnage which represents it, should be deducted from the gross tonnage in order 
to arrive at the fruo nett tonnage. 

Th the present state of the English law, and with your Lordship's telegram of 

resterday’s date before us, we shall not feel at liberty to entertain the proposals which we 
fr will be made in the Commission in this sense. 

‘We oro aware that such deductions would sensibly diminish the total tonoage of the 
United Kingdom, and, therafore, the revenues depending on it, which will probably prevent 
‘the alteration being made to its fullest extent, but we should not be discharging our daty, 
if wo aid not point out to your Lordship the bearing of the resulations as at present is 
force, 

‘Our endeavours for the moment will be directed to indacing our colleagues to limit 
their recommendations for reductions to as ow a pomible. 

Gena) 5 eroKRs, 
P, FRANCIS. 


No, GOL, 
Colonel Stoker and Sir P. Francie to Karl Granville-—{Received November 24.) 


(No. ) 
My Lond, Therapie, November 10, 1873, 

WEE have the honour to acknowledge tho receipt of your Lordships despatches Nos. 
‘and 10 of the 30th ultimo, and telegrams of the Gth. 7¢h, and 9b instant, 

‘We felt obliged to telegraph to your Lordship in reply to the telegrain of the 6th, as 
the meaning of our telogram of the ‘Sth, to which it was an Hit not seem to have 
been quite comprehended. We think it very probable that it has ot been understood in 
London that our telegrams of the sith wore independent of those of th 

‘Phe endeavour to effect an arrangement on the Suez Canal dues was not intended to 
interrupt the discussion of the tonnage question. We telegraphed on the Int instant to 
convey to. your Loriship the information as to o new phase of the discussion, which arose 
frou the French Delegutes foresceing that the almost unanimous opinion of the Comrniaion 
‘on the tonfage question would lead to the Company being eventually forced to revert to 
the English nett rogiater ton. They accordingly were dis to abate somewhat the 
pretonisions of the Company and to make n compromise to which we were willing to listen, 
Eppreciating the advantage of an armngement if it was possible, for reosons siven in our 

i> 15, We beter that the approral of Her Majry'» Government to the tans we 
proposed, contained in your Lordahtp's telegram of the 7¢h, will confirm and. strengthen the 
Avanos pin ee ave gained byte of and wl enable so inst with greater 
force on the resumption of alawfal mode of levying tolls by the Company when we come 
to examine theie prosent aystom. 

J the sant, oot to Tose oun advantage, it is important to presa on the decisions 
on tonnage, in order to more thoroughly convince the Company of the hopelessness of 
Fae ie Cth the sooner to urive ata ettlemeot of se Canal Question, 

The decision of Her Majesty's Goverment ax communicated in your Lordship's 
Lelegrain of the tat, not to revert to the rules for the deduction af engine apace and Gxed 
coal bunkers, contaiued in the Merchant Shipping Bill for 1871, couples with the deter- 
Inination of many of our colleagues, not to give up thore rules, abil more especially not to 
Yield the principle of exict measurement on which they are founded, seemed ot Grst to 
Fender an’ agreewent on nett tonpage itmpossible—a matter much to be regretted, as a 
fhilure bere would neutralize the good effect produced by the Commission's vote on gross 
tonnage. The only was out of the dilemma then scerzed to be io, the adoption of the 
alternative between the two rules os in our No. 6 of the 6th October, ia which 
Aispatch wo endeavoured t0 itimate the difculty which bas actually arisen. “Your Lord 
ship's permisnion Uo take this alternative for the Canal dues nloue, as given in your telegram 
of the Gth id not unfortunately mect this difficulty; for it is by our decisions on the 
general question of that we are leading the Company to come to terms on their 
‘own particular question, inosmuch as they see, that if the Porte acts on our recommenda- 
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tions they will be forced to revert taxation. But were we now to fix some special ton for 
the Canal, all of this advantage would be lost, seeing this, we therefore again telegraphed on 
the 7th to point out that we were procecding with the general tonnage question, and that 
wwe earnestly desired to adopt the aletrnative rule suggested for a term of years. 

‘We think that the operation of the alternative should! be limited in the first instance 
to aterm of years, as they would probably enable the Governments to come to an undor- 
standing ot the end of it, for although those who ave just adopted the rules of the Bill of 
1871, may for that reason be unwilling now to make a changes, a few years hence they can 
without loss of dignity or consistency adopt the other system if experience bas in the mean- 
time shown it to be best. 

His Excelleoey Sir Henry Elfiott, we may mention, entirely coincided in the views 
expressed in our tolegratn. 

Wo are now in reecipt of your Lordship's telegram of yorterday's date, 

We bave always hee fll imprensd with he diffculty of the ease ‘arising from the 
necemity of obtaining the sanction of Parliament to any change of the law, and we have 
ome ia tind that the conclusions of the Commission ean only take the form of recom 
mendations which may lead to the eventual adoption of an wnlform international system 
after Parliament has legislated ; but we also venture to hope that ibe recommendations of 
the Delogates. of #0 Powers, might not be without influence on the decisions of 
Parliament. 

‘We hope now to be able to bring about m recommendation yy the Commission in 
favour of applying the alteraative rul shape of a note on the papers of ships 

Statos where ncithee system has yet become laws 
i report to your Lordship how this proposal is received 
We have, &¢ 
Signed) J. STOKES. 
P. FRANC! 


ss 
No, 602. 


Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Proncis to Barl Grancille—(Receioed November 24.) 


Therapiay November 10, 1873. 
have the honour to report that the International ‘Tonnage Commission did not 
atarday os had been intended, owing t» its adjournment by the President. 

This adjournment haying been arbitrarily made without motive assigned, Her 
Majesty's Ambasador made it the aubject of  remonstrance at the Porte, of which 
hie Excellency will binmelf give your Lordship partioolars, 

We have, &o, 
(igned) | J. STOKES. 
¥. FRANCIS, 


ss 


No, 603. 


Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francia to Bari Granville-—(Received November 24.) 


(No. 26.) 

My Lord, Therapia, November 24, 187 
REFERRING to our telegrams of the Lith and 12th, copies of which are give 
inclosures & and 9 in our No, 23, we have the honour to report. sumrnarily the 

‘of the International Topaage Commission in ite mooting of the 11th instant. 

"The dacussion related to nett toonage, and was directed to an examination of the 
deductions to be made on the gross tonnage of all decked vessels, whether propelled by 

or steam, 

Tt havin been admitted that gross tonnage comprises the measurement of all spaces 
below the upper deck, and of all covered and elosed-in xpaces above the upper deck, 
Without any exceptions, it was proposed te allow the following deductions — 

1. For space occupied by the crow, 

2. Bor eabins occupied by the ship's officers. 

* fc captain's cabi 





aren: 2 z 
charts Fat into space used for the working of the ship, sch as pilothouse and 
‘5. Cook-house for the officers and crew: 
Latrines for officers ancl crew, 
4, Room for spare sail, conlage, Sc. 

‘e expressed a strong opinion against the principh luction: made 
reserve in farour of eventually taking gross tonnage 0s com ag Poy but Sou the 
nese of now fixing the nett tonnage in the present state of the law in most countrie 4 
ee anking, at the “Instructions to Measuring, Surveyors," and tho lst draft of 
ae beat Shipping Bill,” we felt at liberty to vote in favour of deductions under 
4, Sd 6, on condition ttat specs whould be meatared and! only llone i nat 
iat i ai be Grad. We reerved our vote of deductions under 

majority generally were fivournble to all of these deda 
to mane emits to determine the propo na hat hea be lore soe wart 
for each deduction ; but, fll, at endeavour was wade to arive at an agreement by 
ixing » general maxinnutn for all these deductions en bloc. A maximum of 7 cee 
Meese, but oe of 8 per cet. met With general apport ilies 
'8'we are not authorized to consent to any of these deducti 1. 
Senco ome f these deductions under 2, 3, 4, and 7. 
jut your Lordship will ba ved m of the 
wae ae cree Sc Sem 
Fe srr et en A peenlomt abst mteg ope 
‘which bas secured the important point of gross tonnage. ene 
We have, &e, 
Gigned) "J. STOKES. 
P, FRANCIS. 


No. 604. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Franeis to Karl Granville —(Receiced November 24.) 


Myton 
TW have the Bonowe a akiadgs the receipt of yore Eomlaly beeper 4 
Vath and 13th entant to which we send the flo hg use eee 
“Commision has not refused to examine uiilianble i 
titi tat st be wertaned een renga che mene 
nission consider gros tonnage to TH ship 
pane s age to. represent ship's total capacity; Freach 
Delle woul! make row tonnage un to tl cael etetx ae deduting non 
* Que despatches 10, 11, 13, and 18, u i 
, 11, 13, and 18, up to 4th instant, wil explain more fally.” 
somite fic Delegates itd on avg t izle pa Ty the spplical 
oaller divnor than 100 to the cubical contents of a ship.’ “Theis eontegtin was that 
tom of measurement fe good, but that his divisor of 100 Ie tase on oo 


ic 
They desired to ascertain what part of s vessel i 
Rea ee tet cen ae essel is unutilized, to deduct its cubical 
aera saci and ta divide the remainder by « reduced divisor, whit 
he determination of the Com a to be led this false tract 
ante fon to be led on this fala track, 
dherence to wat rons tonnage in ls att, wan aie on Paar ae 


French Delegates to withdraw, We are justited i is 
withdraw, We are justified in charncteriziog their withdrawal 

manner, os we were indirectly threatened with this wi repeat iar 
sr vr we ad coe oe quo of tomes nan 
F ay were distinctly informed utilize space i 
in cotati ith he ede fr etme bt ths at ae ae 

nncetion b suit them, beeause 
the ermal adoption, of the Hagia gross toa virtually destroys M, de ‘Lewepe 


477 


No. 605. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francie to Bart Granville—(Reccived November 24.) 


(No. 28.) 
My Lor, Therapla, November 18, 1873, 

A our telegram of the 11th instant, we expressed 9 hope thet, acting on the 
instr ices eontarned in your Lotdship’s telegram of the. 10th, we might be able to bring 

‘the International Tonnage Commission on the subject of 

Geductiows for the determination of the nett tonnage of steam 

“The difficulties in tho way of your understanding were— 

ie The declaration, of the German Government, that they would not alter their law 
derived from our Bill of 1871, which deducts space occupied by inkers. 

"Zod. The information given to us that Her Majesty's Gi are decided not to 
Adept that yatem, but are inclined to recommend to 
entage on the space occupied by the engine-room, knows as the Dai 
ie ‘could be approved that would prejudge the 
raniament. 

These almost irreconcilable positions mado the adoption of an abyolutely uniform nett 
tonnage imponsible atthe present moment, we, therefore, urged upon your Lovley with 
ron ioipoee ihe importanee of allowing us to adopt an alternative rule for a term of 


years 
‘Your Lordship's telegram gave us this latitude ; at least thas we wnderstond the 


vz passage, 
The ulthost Her Mojesty’s Government can do, so far ax the general Law of 
‘Tonunge in this country is concerned, would be to plage, upon. tho certificate of registry 
Goveruments which adopt either of the above 

tales, to apply those ‘without measurement.” 

give effect (0, 
submitted the inclored proposit 

The following ie translation of its concluding paragraphs embodying our 


se — 
wt We hare the honour to propose to the Comrnission— 
Sst, To recommend the suppression of any system which would moke the 
con of the nett tonabge of & abip depend on the deduction of so much per cent, 
from the total capacity. = 
and. To recommend 6 realiving w progress on. this system, and under conditions 
slmoot equivalent, the adoption wx hasin of education for the determination of the nett 
Tonnage, either of the Danube Rule, or of the Rule of 1871. 
Bird, ‘To leave the eventual determination of an international law for nett tonuage 
to be matewhen experience shall have mire completely proved which systein is bet. 
ally, and until international nw has ruled otherwise, to recommend 
var to failitae international relations in the snost igpartn! nanner the 
iar 
nage should be established itt ‘each country by means of the deduction from 
gross tonnage authorized by the law of the country. Tents net. tonnage entered on the 
Ship's papers t0 serve aes bana for the lerying of ducs to which the vessal is subject tp 
th ports of her own country. Each vessel ahould be provided with n special cetisriie 
raat co iver papers, which should be used in her transactions in foreign ports. | This 
Special certibeate would x her nett tonnage either according to the Rule of 181, or 
according to the Danube Rule, a ‘the owner tight elect. It would be delivered by the 
futhorities who r the ship's papers, and would be admitted ax of the same force as 
Fees he Catablixh the et tonnage on which the ship should pay its, navigation 
tives in foreign ports until ioternational law should have regulated definitively tho uniform 
determination of nett tonnage.” 
‘We submitted this proposition 1th, It gave 
Fa aaa a vl ta various questions directed towards ranking its object clear. 
‘The disconion was adjourned to enable oor colleagues to examine it in all its bearings. In 
‘today’s meeting its conditions: have been almost unanimously adopted, and embodied in 
the Teeommendations specified in the incloved note. 
ae that the 9th paragraph provides for the complete liberty 
Senaat in the sameway as the 4th parazraph of our 





_The German Delegates thought it necessary to refer the Sth and 6th 
confinnation by their Covcsamient, bul they do aot nppebead Sieey. 
‘The French Delegates were not present, but they (Hag expressed a decided of 
our proposal mhich they have dispatched to Pars.” They lok upon it a 8 further proof 
of the coneiiat ition towards the 8: se whia 
Treatment of questine allen ere oe 
Ve trust thut this transitory arrangement will be approved by Fler Majesty’ 
ba ton a ee eae a areas Sete este Gree 
quite imposible to agree upon an voor system of nett tonnage. Such x method as je 
mer e opened sce lone to eran approach to waonity of practice wl unifrety 
ho discussions of the Commission relative to tonnage are now 
stand Commie, sonsatag of Colonel Stokes Ba Delegates MM amare, Anstro- 
arian Delegate ; M. Mattei, Italian, Delegates MI. ‘Togores, Spani gate: a 
M. tosen, eign’ Dees ta born acd to. proets ie Seraght ots hepa 
embodying the recommendations of the Commision whigh will be divcumed by the 
Comniasion before wbmisson tothe Government. a 
should have stated that the first of the four recommendations of ou it 
wa ted, the points contaived in No. 2 incl sr toe lest 
ves cepted, the points contaioed in No. 2 inclosre take the place of our thee lst 


our 


__ Wehave, &e. 
(Sine!) "J. STOR! 
P, FRANCI: 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 605. 


Proposition relative to Nett Tonnage of Steamers submitted to the International 
hy ea ala 


LA question qui noua oooupe aujourd bul est de savair quelle déduction devalt étre 


opérée sur Jo tonnage brut d'un navire A vapour pour tenie cou y 

iets te cbt Avant examinee tat eon de ete uation Coosa 

sion trouvera peut-ttte intérlt A entendre un court exponé de fit & diverses 

pes pour tle es délueions depuis Notoletion éelntanae eee 
La premidre Lol en Angleterre remonte A 1819, D'aprés cette loi Ia longueur 

‘chambre de Ia machine était ealoulde en raixon de la longue ‘Ie quilo cots Grate 


Jongueur était alors une des trois dimensions dont ta raultiplication d 
tonsater lo Lonege du marr, On fit down gee a aeition ak ex provonlon ics, 
de ces deax longueurs, $i la Jongueur de la chambre étuit Ye tiers, la moitie, ou Tes deux. 
tiers de In longucur de la quill, la dédction était To ters, la molt, ou lew deus-tices di 
tounage total; elle comprenait la rection entidre du navire entte lex extrvmités de la chaxnbre, 
Ti faut ajobtes que'le ton tnterdaale do mettre des marebandiece dacs lnchamine Seuety 
méme lol, male «ans prohibition de mettre los marchandises dans l'espace déduit ] 
aca deco de premier ls acon ls diction d'un epace beaucoup plus 
grand que le volume réel do In machino, ce qui proave d'une iadirecte que Ve 
fal oul scorer ane expe fake ena eee ee 
10 grand dfaut do cca lois était de permettre que ta machine pit &tre i 
heck oreparionse tle space, cate Ieee on trove oven daitalaceae some 
ng eal levee nln epace qu vate duit tonnage 
En 1886 une nourelle loi preserivait de prends ction 
eatigu achat te ex See acta aha prea 
tte Tol avalt. Cava geoge exact de Vexpace au Tica Wl 
ees eee ies SOM g pameen Se Se 
{out de soumnettro ila déduction toute Ja wretion du bitiment compriso eatre les eloisnns 
de sorte qv Fon pour prolonger dient ve logusar de cette section en isan ee 
‘exbines, &c,, entre lea clowous eatrdines, et qa'a ction pours 
A de toute nec el ees bee owe 
T8254 la lol acluellement en vigueur en Angleterre a été arrétée. 
es régles pour Ia dédoction do Yexpace occ TOE oh Wins 
porate bievement sums sion Reese eee ee 
Pour tn navire & roues on déduit 37 pour cent au tonnase bea 8 que Te 
oc a ante ac lms tent mc un ac 
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brut; dans l'un et antre de ces cas on ajoute 50 pour cent b espace oocupé, et on déduit 
Te total da tonnage brat. 

‘Pour les navires & hélice on déduit 32 pour eent du tonnage brut A moins que Mespnce 
occupé par le moteur ne sit aa-dessous de 13 ou au-dessus de 20 pour cent du tonnage, et 
Alors on joate A cette expace 75 pou cent pour avoir Ie total de la déduction du tonnage 

it. 

Le volume des soutes & charbon n’entro pas dans le ealeul de Ia déduction. 

es espaces au-essus du pont de tonnage n'y soat pas coupris, sau ceux qui forment 

tie de la charabre des machines ct ceux qui sont absolament nécessaire pour introduc- 
fion de la Iumiére et de Vir. 

‘Le tunnel de Thélice est compris comme fisant partie de ta chambre. | Si. des 
marchandises 08 des provisions, &., sont logées ou transportées dans Tespace déduit, le 
‘pitino ot le proprigtuire sont paxsibles chacun dune penalité de 1004 sterling 

(Ces régles de 1854 no sont pas bones, parce qaelles donnent Niew A de trés grandes 
inggalites de traitement entre navire et navite, Fxemple: In déduction pour (A), bateau 
IBalico dont 1a machine occupe 19 pour ceot do tn capacité totale, est de 32 pour cont du 
tonnage brut, tandix que pour (B), dont ls machine occupe 21 pour eent, it buse du caleal 
de la deduction est 214-421 = 21 + 153=36} pour cent, Rn outer, aucune limite 
n'dant imposée les déductions peuvent on certains cas réduire le tonnage A nét 

Deputs 1854 deux nutzes reylos ont éti proposdes, mais ne sont pas dévenves tol et 
‘Angleterre. L’une, tirée du Bill ou projet de Lol de 1871, ext A présent Is Jol en Allomagne, 
fen Italie, en. Auteiche-Hongrie, et en France, Bile consiate & jauger tout Vospace occups 
par la machine et lee soutes i charbon fixées d'une manire permanente, &t qui ne peuvent 
pat recevoir de marchandises. La déduetion do cat espace dus tonnage Let déterroine te 
Tonnage net; pour simplifier les références j'appelerai catte rogle celle de 1871. 

TFaateefele, eonnue come regle dt Hae Danube, counted janger espace occapé 
pat le moteur et & ajouter A oct espace ta moitié pour un navite 8 roves, les troisequarts 
[poor sn navire & lice, 

La rigle du Dacube est A vrai dieo la réproduction de Ia Loi do 1864, wane Lanomalie 
qui la dépare et qui conslste d déduire un tant pour cent do tonnage brat et certains cas, 
ca refiner ln dédvotion on d'autres, Dans In ele du Dagubs, comme dans celle de 
TS71, le total Je déduction ne peut par déparscr 50 pour coat da tonnage Leut, 
veg eset ‘question semble roposer uniquement sur le choix A faire entro cos deux 

eles, 

Liexpérience a prouvé que prendro un tantidiie da tonnage brut, sas tenir compte 
dex diécences entre Ter magbloge ext un ayotame tre daectueux. Mola It neat pas a 
que l'on applique un remide absolament bon en jaugeant Vespace récllement ocoupé par 
Tes soutes fixes? et Ton est autoriaé A présumer que lo tmellleur mode de provider ¥e 
trouve dan le justo milou entre los deux sypttioes de 1864 et 1871, & savoir, dans Ia reglo 
da Danube, 

veut dire qu’ea principe Ia rigle do 1871 est ta plos juste ; mals ce principe, q 
cot tout, quoique juste ea théaric, et tréx applicable A Ta. partie do cot expace 
pd par le moteur, Nest pas en pratique justement applicable ’ Fewpace oceupé 
Tea naires fnisaient des voyages de durée invariable ou A peu pris 

om pourrait od é dela noite fixe serait déduite da tonnage brut, 

Par exemple on pourrait crvite que lox paquebots ou les navirea de certains. graniten 
Compagnies qui dewerveat réguliérement certaines lignes do com i 
ralent aucon. prgodice # lo pdncipe de In déduetiow fondé wur le sy 
Hace evr dat eppliqhd, parce que dans cee conditions leur approvislonueinent do chorbon 
caleulé sur unc comounnation qui ne varie point reste toujours & pew pris le mime 
Mais cola neat pas toujours vrai mame Joraqu'll fugit dew navites appartenant & coe 
eiitreprives régulisves, «tk plus forte razon te cae dovient autre si mows envixagoons la 
granite masse tes navires h Fapeur canodurrant au commerce xénérnl, | Ces naviton sont 
Bolige por lor armatcurs suivant les béwoins de coinmerce, Le méme naviro peut 
ujourdhul ¢tre engage a faire wa voyage de Laodrex a New York—A son rotoue il vi 
Constantinople—une autre fois k Dantzig ou A Rio Janeiro; chaque fole ila besoin d'une 
quantité varable de chatbon. Sil a dex soutes fixes contenant une quantité de houllle 
Miiaaate pour aller par exemple & New York, quand iva a Dynixlg cotte quantité est 
Excenine; ct par consequent il ext jnutilement privé de Vexpace dontAl n'a por besoin pour 
Son charbon, wt dans lejuel il auralt pu mettre de la msurcbandive. Car In souts est thre ot 
fernide, et ne pout pas recevole autre chose que du charboit, Si le maviro va h Rio, sa 
soute tant pas assex grande pour recevoir Ia quantité plas grande de eorabustible dont il 
A besoin, Let alors foreé de mettre du chstbon festeiedire: dans une partie de 
Tone (si ent-compté comme tonnage et paye dew droite. Ti faut done recounaltre que 
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obligation de construire des soutes fixes imposerait des inconvénients et des sacrifices aux 
Ddatiments employés dans le commerce général. 

To tégle duu Has Danube, au contraire, ne géne en rien la liberté des mouvements du 

ast en cols qu'elle est justement a préférer. 

Si, en effet, pour un long voyaze le navire est obligé i prendre ptus de cherbon qu'il 
n'en peut loger dans l'espace non soumis i la taxation, lorsquil fait um voyage court al 
‘trouve ¢2 compensation 5 car, alors, il peut mettre des marchandises dans ce méme espace. 
Voili. pourquoi en Angleterre le Gouveroement est disposé i sonmettre au Parlement un 

wojet de lot pour substituer la régle du Danube aux prescriptions que sont éerites dans le 
ferchant Shipping Act de 1854. 

Mais cos derigres presriptions sont encore en vigueu, et ite met pas permis de 
PrGuger ce que le Parlement décidera. D'un autre edté je ne dois pas oublicr que le 
fatto du mosurago des soot fitcs et permunentos est actuclement insert dans Is lois 

Plusicurs des puissanoss maritimes représeotées dans eette Commission. 

Par ces raisons et tout ex étant d'opinion que le ¢yttme du Danube serait actuclle- 
meat celui qui mériterait le micux de trouver place dans la loi interoationale, jai Vhonneut 
de proposer i In Commniasion— 

1, De recommander tn suppression de tout systéme: qui ferait dépendre la détiemie 
nation du tonnage net d'un mavre de la déduetion dun tant pour cont de la eapecté 
totale. 

2 De recommander comme Walisant un progrés sur ce systime dans des conditions & 
eu prov équivalents, adoption comme base do déduction pour la détermination du 
tonnuge net pour un temps d'essri soit de In rigle du Bas Danube soit de la rbgle do 1871. 
___ . De reuvoyer & la loi internationale la décision dédnitive, h prendre lorsque Vexpé- 
ience aura plus complétemont mis en lunigeo le systéme qui mérito la prefirence. 

4. Provisoirement et jusqu’d co que Is lol interdationale en ait autroment ordonné, de 
Fecommander comme tin procédé de nature a faciliter les mapports intomatiooaux dans les 
meilloures conditions d'impartialité la combinaison clap 

Lo tonnage net serait: ctubli dans chaque pays au moyen de ta dédaction du tonnage 
brut autoriad par la loi du, pays}. ee tonnage net inscrit sur les papiers de bord devant 
servir 4 l'spplication des droits auxquels ke naviro est aoumia dans Jes ports nationaux. 

Chaque navire seruit muni en outre pour servir A sea opérations dans les porta 
ranger du ents opdial annexd aux papirs de bord et Gaaot fe tonnage net sit 

spree Ia Mele de 1871, soit d'aprés la rdgle du Bas Danube au choix du proprictaire. 

Co cortifcat delivré par lex antorites qui délivrent Jee papiers de bord. ferait. fol 
comme vox derniers, et devrait étre produit par Ie capitaine; c'est sur le tonnage net 
Gtabli par co cortitient. que seraicot pergues les taxcs de vavigation dans lew ports 
eanigers, jusqu'd co que la lol internationale eit définitivement réglé ta détermination 
vuniforme du tonnage net. 


 Tnclosure 2 in No. 605, 


Recommendations relative to Nett Tonnage of Stean-Versels adopted by International 
‘Tonnage Commission on basie of Proportion of Brstima Dama 


POUR trouver le tonnage net, on Ya cxpacité utilisible des navires-i-vapeur, on 
Aédvirn du tonnage brut— 

1, Tes déductions générales, 

2. La chambre des machines et des chauadires exactement mesurée, 

3 Le tunnel des navires & hélice, 

Jeapace exactement mesun’ des soutes d charbon fixes. 

5. Si les navires-d-vapour n'ont pas de soutes fixes, ou seulement des soutes latérates, 
favee des souter i cloison mobiles, on appliquera la régle da Danube. 

6, Les navires & soutos fixes pourront recevoir Wes certificats exprimant [application 
de Ia régle du Danube nu liew du mesurage des soates. 

7. Lo total des dédluctions spéciales aux navires-}-vupeur ne pourra pas dépasser 
‘50 pour cont du tonnage brut. 

8. Pour ley remorqueurs Jew dédvetions ne seront pas limités A 80 pour cent ) on 

tout Vespace compris dana le mesuroge exuet de la chambre & machines et aux 

chaudidves, voit avec soutos fixes, soit selon In rele du Danube, sls n'ont pas de souten 
fixes, mais weuloment wis ne sont employs que pour remorquer, 

9, Rio altendant que tous les Gourernements ont adopté ies propositions de Ia Commis= 
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ra donner anx_vavires-i-vapeur 
‘syatéobe Moorsom an eertifieat dans lequel 
Danube, ow en monarunt les soutes fixes, ct 


sion po + Tins 
fppartenant aux Bias qui ont 4 
Te tonnage net sera exprimé selon 1a resle da jo en ment 
cs Guprés ce certificat officiel dans les ports étrangets. 
alors ils seront texts GAPS fe apetne Moorsom sera, mais west pat encore adopt es 
wires A-vapeue pourront re imovuré d'oprés Ia Regle 2 de la Loi Augie de 1854, 
avin eekcare O17 et 01S... On dGdosra du tonnage brut, sins! trowvG, Tes paces 
ponds par ls Comision, sit pour les soutss fixes ou pour les soules | clone 
Pees Pefe recevront un certificat contenant leur tonnage brut et Teut tonnage net, 
Set Cerone ie tonnage net de ce certifieat officiel dans les ports étrangers. 


: prise deuce 

eplanatory Note-—The general deductions. mentioned under No. 1 comprise deduey 

on eet nd wuch ther deduction as may be approved, opplicable both ( 

sailing a «forth caso of Bnglish ships in tho preeut state of the English 
law, and dock not 'a any way prejuadge the decisions of Parliament, 


SS SSS 
No, 606, 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Francis to Earl Granwille.—(Reeeived Novenber 24.) 


‘rain, Novnr 18 167 
: : tho Lath, and to. our reply, embo 
REFERRING to your Lordships tlosram of the 12 ale our wis, Crp 
cer i x Te Nee y oe French Chargd d After to the 
hip 8 UF See for Foreign AMaits and rend toxlay to the Commission by the 
Powe Lort i i ith tho observations snide 
i ive that this paper docs not tally with the o! a 
ears A Dutra. The Freuch Delegaten are herein sai tobe wig % 
eter to the Commission, if we will examine the difference between the French ton 
‘roight, nad tho standard ton which the Comenission bas adopted, 
‘They have now apparcotly abandoned tho tilizable capacity, as the 
that thai wl give but slight stati tothe pretensions ofthe Sue 
sone at which the Commission has nefived, nna 
itr je decions  mas evaraed te exiwer clove herewith, in which i is iintsned 
that we uever have refund to diguss tho utlinblo capacity atthe proper momen 
hat he was realy to examine any Is tht the, Pench, Deleyates tay, thakey 
Feserving out full freedom of netion, which our French colleagues appear to be devirous 


; a MS sroKes, 
(Signed) FRANCIS. 


Inclosare 1 in No, 606. 


a’Affaires defining Condition ow which French Detogater would 
Note from French Chargé dAfivesdefing ” 


- a ta 

ices Fr ‘ont eu pour mission d’xider, de concert. veo. tou 

waiigaes Cepminaicenet Ottoman b déeraier lecapacite uttable, dont le rincipe 

° iii Jer sur cette péage du women 

eee ee ana ee andat ing. La Commission sant 

Féloigne de ce terra ‘at teri I$ 

cooaase ait dea methores Jo juugenge, Ia tojonté des Daigo nent 
Prelérence pour le aystime Moorsom, semblant ainsi oxclure Vexnaen de In qu 

ate inst cot examen: fut-immédiatement 

rommissaies. Fi ont insisté pour que 0 
sent comnts, Prom le ah denna Sa 
imiplique-t-elle de lu part de la Commission Je dessin e'Gearter cette question de ses déli- 





Dérations ultérieures?_ Le G Ps 
izations oltcricures? Le Gouvernement Frangsis n'a pas en vue de reforme a 
Mors, qu et aujourtb Ia baw de er treats na come i are Se 
tonneaus ofl qu résltede ce systime et manfestemectiniar a pba 
marchandises dy. poids de 1,000 3 r pent preadre i fre, 
neu of nrhandies dh ; grammes, quiun navire peut prendre & 
idemaode gue Common recherche Vert eristant etre cr dea nowbres sin ue 
te dtermioaton de eet Get par a Porte permtte& tx Compare du. Canal Gelfectnee 
te perceptons sr une tat contests. Si nat pa sit note demanie 
sat Pratgais ne traitera plas la question que par Ia voie diplomatique. * 


Inclosure 2 in No, 606, 
Reply of the Commission to the Brench Not 


LA Commission constate ‘elle n’s 

cxngie rote por Tan oT Doge 
gies Cnt pacen Common et fee een Rens Bees 
formule ono ser eter me des Come 
ila ara rd een rar a Cpu ad 
i ies A un examen approfondi et spécial de In 

sili tisteliow be peGuen cle Gost tas 
Saas ae la question Aondrale: de tonnage. b Sis proctucs ave Sirens eee 
ies proponions ql seoot formula per Medcure lea Dégeas Se Tenses it 


Sapna eia S: r ee ee 
No. 607. 


weston quale 
plement dela que la 


Sir H. Kiliot to Bart Granvitle—(Received November 24.) 


oes Commercial.) 
onl, 
TER Majesty's Comnisaio ea eee 
fally informed upon all that has eames Eek etn our Lars a 
ive i va " er ah nee sd on the Commission, where their views arc 
rout Lordeip. has also been made acquai 
ro pba ako Ten le acute by them wih the attention of the 
fore the day fixed for the noxt meet ie 
Rr tttes eked xt meeting after that at which they had ennouns 
tbe hens th oer Moen resred Cra nan ftom the President thot 
‘This being in contradietion with the Mth 
alt beng it cotration wih the regulations that tnd ben 9 . 
It the don with ropa to the meetings Me ths Comminton tees Tat eS 
President and Knowing that kd tea dove by onder of Rachid Teen te 
pus ler and reminded him that the Turkish Com path etki 
a J Commission, and not over an Ottouan Committen and tine teats 
permit auch a summary mode of proceeding. ee eae 
‘a Tf tho Turkish, Frooch, or Russian Delogates were to 
Jouracent, cs might be wore they would be listened to i Ter Majaey’ bor 
ners with overy dis tion, ak far as possible, to iain =A 
oer wih recy Stn ot 6 pl eth we a tat he Prt 
SNe eee '@ suspension of the proceedings, on the demand of on 
oe Peete *presentatives, without consulting the others, was @ proceeding that ee 
Fixed days bad been agreed by ini 
dng reed upon by the Commbatiod! foe their. roeetis 
als povided ow inthe abnence the penanent Preset soothe nl ee 
= ee ee be talks », for the futare, of any euch 1eGimation on 
moe aR : lo, and the Commission would meet proceed a usual, eee 
stay at Path showed hima extremely ewborrasedy bot didnot alt 
that. acted ude a rene nt had bert rooght (6 bea Ln eens 
that ld ook acer age sen eee. 
¥¢ adjourament for a couple of days was of ox in it 
bt Thald i be potash that the Ooawniaion ihoald bo recopased ce cael ae 
ae entirely inde: 
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rte, which is liable to intimidation from the French and 


lent of all control by the P. dl 
ota comer Sth vigour in order to secure for it that 


‘ussians, and I considered it nccessary £0 act 


on Thave, &e. 
Signed)” HENRY ELLIOT. 


ee 


No, 608. 


Earl Grancille to Colonel Stokes and Sir P, Francis. 


poe Foreign Office, November 27, 1873. 
WE Majesty's, Goverument have under their consideration 3 Lordships 
telogram of the 2040 instants relative to, the courve to) be pursued ly you at the lotere 
telegract Chammatsaion on Tonnage; and 1 have to inform you thats a0 lone, ‘an Her Majesty's 
ational Comremnain unpledzed to any propor of the Commission, they do net oh 
your giving your assent to the proposal that the deductions for erew space, for both 
Soe ving ailingevessela, shall be Timited to a maximum of 8 per cent: 00 the gross 
‘tonnay 

Ry regards the French proposals, Her Majesty's Government arg of opinion that any 
attempt to revert to weight instead. of cubical capacity, ue the ‘standard of measurement, 
Hegutes object to the nett tonnage on 


te whully inadmissible; but should the French 
a ettof the unfairness of the deductions, you should be ‘prepared to mneot them, if 


Practiable, by the substitution of gross tonnage, with a reduced weiag 


No, 609. 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Biliot. 


es : 1 Office, November 28, 1873. 
No. 207, Commercin,of the 18th instonty 
report the protrt ou addremed to, the Twish. Government on Ui ona OF 
eporng cbrent of to oeeting of the Sunx Commiesonors; and T have fo Noe I 
Tea taety’s Government approve the coarve pursued y your Bxellongy this 
— . Tam, &e. 

(Signed) | GRANVILLE, 


No. 610. 
Francis to Barl Granville—(Receiwed December 8.) 


Sir, 
L FIAVE received your Exoellency’s dexpat 


Colonel Stokes and Sir P. 
‘legraphie. Constantinople, Dec 
(Teleprapic) fro instructions, the French Delegates offer to come to at 
con bases propovel by us on Tet November, and approved by Her Maley’ Core it. 
SE Er ie down to surtax of 4-ff, on. net. tonnage, based on n dedicion of 
80 per cunt, As this is equivalent to 8 fe on net tonnage undet Danube cule, and as tne 
ent et this untl our vessels get the Danube cortifinte for See, 
‘The Frend ‘hat the surtex shall cease when the snnual net tonnage Fenches 
3,000,000. 5 
‘We ‘propose to aalvanco from out 2,300,000 to, 2,600,000, ‘unless your Lordship 
forbids. 
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No. 611, 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granvilte—(Received December 6.) 


(Telegraphic.) 
TRAE ti {ay the fllowing figures to General Bierapia, December 6, 1873. 
the Intemational Cocmmieson (ons 00 ey sued may try pee 
{he International Commission js encroachig ‘on his ight in feeencs te the 
ea Eayptian Government and the Suee Canal Company. 0 ‘9 he 
w Nenieartant that His Highness should be cox : 
+ Nothing bas bean of wil be dona herein derogation of his righte: but ifm 
Woy il Ne iar 2 nok promise anything to the Company, nor ‘eit hinge oo 
“ts hs ads ny pos ng Hh lb td rely 
ith M. Lesseps. 


ee ee 
No. 612. 
A. Buckanow to Karl Grancille-—(Receited December 8 
(8,88; Commersiay a 
iy Lon, : Decem 
ATT ni hiteeview whieh 1 sane prosied 
satinfnction ot the B swak oor tile tase el 
saistin a the lng hi oar Land has eee to Cosas nme 
{ile the flatons of Tet Majetys Ebay at Conta le with that of Asta 
Be Gaal Cone im tats a he De ira ii 
eran Sa ena SP 
His Excellency sald that b it yee oa 
iio the Bt "Delegates bate prone ty alto the te of Teese 
Fina, and tat io his pion, usally nthe Conference ae 
Rois ential charter, and on on which the Fore, having invited 
uctine ow carry oot the decision which ‘aay he come the ioe 
r to by the 
Lave, fe. 
Signed)’ ANDREW BUCHANAN 


a rr 


No. 613, 
Mr. Farrer to Lard Tenterden.—(Received December 8.) 


My Lord, 
TNT reply. to you etl. o& the Ga Bee eta Serene, 
reply, to. Yon The bth feetait, inclost . December 6, 187% 
Delegates a Constatinople on the subject of the Sues Case] Oe om OS, Brith 
ues, Lam directed by the 


Board of ‘Trade to state ir e 
Bon of (ado to sae tat inter opaion, the propos contained fn the 
telegram may 


T have, fo, 
‘No. 614, 


Mr. Plummer, Jun., 0 Earl Granville (Received December 9,) 


Nowedstlé anid Gateshead Chamber of Comm 


My Lord, 
E "Newenalle-u “ 
SEVERAL of the members of this Chamber eee ee, December 6, 1873: 
Hf possible, to procure some 


reliable information as 

prom a ation asta the present positon of the Suer Carl Dy rn 

Constantinople bats the legapie rors of he oc es uct, and the 

indefinite, and in some res} Sree ts the mest of ee Cee 

5 " ngs of the ae 

your Lordships can frsich toe with nny inforsation ooo eo Peo to ack whether 
ion on the sul * 


From the telegraphic reports it would appear th Ei 
phic re pear that the Eaglish system of finding th 
fing the 
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{t the Commissioners have 
and further, that, with 
the representath 


of steamers Tiss boca adopted, and thi 
Jhould be levied on the nett tonnage 
fhe Canal Comy 


and nett tonnages 
Sereed that the Canal Dues = 
fivicw to meet the financial requirements of 1 
Fle; Majesty's Goverment have proposed that the maximum 205 Teviable by the Company 
Bier Majesty's Grim 10 to 19 fe per tony and that his propos 1s, 1680 met by 
Seetecpropesitions that the maimum due sboukl be xed ot 14 fr, and’ 14 fr. 50.6, 
respectively. 

Tam requested to state that the prop Majesty's 
Gevernment appears liberal in the extreme, nod tha ‘a higher rate should not 
Governmmett tPivdeed, a roaximurn of 12. GO. would have been preferred, for it is 
Be coer pat this rate would not only ave done ample justice, tthe ‘Canal Company, 
Critic one ben ooneniont; as beng almost the exact equivalent to 10% Engtish. 

would bare Mace may Bally be fixed on, 1 am directed to point out Mist it is very 
desinble powers sbould be reserved for obliging the Canal Company ‘reduce the due, at 
Soy rats to the original roaxiaoum, whenever the increas of ‘traffic shoold, in the opinion 
Sa ane neee Pome, render auch n course reasonable ; and further, that the Canal 


Company, baving the absolute command of the pilotage, tower ‘and harbour connect 
cng their harbour des or their 


etn he Canal, should be precluded from at any ime advans 
with the vintage and towage beyond those now changed, for any advance in these dues 
Tight render the labours of the present Comission falta, 

“The usual monthly meeting of this Chamber will be 
I will be glad if your Lords can enable me to lay your rep 


T have, So. 
(signed) B, PLUMMER, Jun. Secretary. 


SSS eee 


No, 615, 


bold on Wednesday next, and 
ply bofore the meeting. 


Mrz Lister to Me, Plumer, Jun. 


Foreign Office, December 13, 1873 
Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
th itatant, relative to the question of the Suce Canal Dues, now under ‘consideration by 
"Tonnage Comission wt Constantioople and 1 am, in. reply, te athe te 
Jo, forthe information of the Newenstle and Gatesbetd| Chamber ‘ot Commerce, that. x 
yee et Tar Majesty's Government shall have Jeart the decision af which the Commission 
ay’ arvive in this matter, they will cause the etme to be made re 
‘am, 
(Signed) Y. LISTER. 


ee 


No. 616. 


1 AM directed by 


General Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Granville {Received December 14.) 
Condtéintinople, December 13, 1873, 
en clair of this date, we beg to point out that, as the 

surtax of 4 fr. to veuels under Hs (A) of the English Law, these 
‘vessels can be it hi it under the low rate of 3 fr. by giving them the certifie 
‘cate of measurement wn ube rule. 

‘The Porte has invited is Jign this agreement in the name of their 
Governments. ‘The signature ext Thursday, when we should wish to be 
Ee Te tate that wo sign in the name of Her Majesty's Government. 

WSting: dud we have agreed to prejudices tho claims of vetecls afocted by past 
overcharges. 

No. 617. 

ark Grancille—{Received December 14.) 


Constontinople, December V8 
thas been entered into between the Delezates in the Tonnage 


General Stokes and Sir P. Francis to 





Vessels whose net tonnage is fixed under paragraph (A) of Clause 23 of English Law 
to pay a surtax of 4 ft. per ton, but as soon as they receive the ecrtifeate of thes wv 
ide! the Danube rule the surtax tobe reduced to 3 ff. Vessels whose net tonnage 
fixed by paragraph (B) of said clause Nopay 3 fe. per ton. Vessels presenting the ert 
ate ur the recommendations of the Commission will pay 3 f. Vessels which are not 
measured by the Moorsom system will receive the equivalent of English gross touoney 
under the Danube scale of factors and net tonnage by application to wrat Paragraph A of 
the English Law. They will pay 4 fr. per ton on that net tonnage ‘The surtax of $ fe 
Till commence to decrease when annual tonnage reaches 2,100,000 tons. Every adlitioeal 
‘hundred thousand tons per anaum is followed by a reduction of fr. on the sires ae 
surtax ceases when the net tonnage reaches 2,600,000 tons in one year. Wherever the 
Ford © tonnage” is employed, net tonnage to be understood, when aot otherwise taunt 
Poe surtax wot to be applied to ships of war, troop-bips, and vessela in ballost. Tes 
‘Turkish Delogate has Weelared in the' nama of Wis Pace ment, that no increaso of any 
dues shall be made in the future without the assent of the Sublime Ports, who sil 
Previously come to an understanding with the principal Maritime Pewee 


ee 


No, 618, 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville—(Received December VA.) 


Constantinople, December 13, 1873. 
uigement on the Suez Suex Canal Dues has just been agreed upon by tbe 
Comnission, the French and Russians concurriag. r 

‘Whe in on of some of our allies to Vote resolution directly condemnatory of 
Ca Rm proceedings of thé Company, if it could be avoided, made it necemsary for ose 


Cornrisoners not to reject an arrangement based upon figures slightly In execs of thoes 
Aecually authorized by Wer Majeaty's Governmeene “= 


‘Aw the success of the arrangement depends upon a decision, without further reference 
home, T considerer! myself justified in authorizing our Commisloners to agree to ite 


ee 


No, 619, 


(leap 


Mr. Lister to Mr. Parver, 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 15, 1873, 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, 1 am directed by Earl Grails’ to 

the Britt, etch Of telegrams from Lee Majesty's Ambasador af Constantinople and 

Ce cpt Delegates at tho International Common ‘upon tonnage, reporting the sana 

Rhick have been taken with a view to effecting w setilement of the question of the Sere 

Taras, tnd Tam to request that, fa. laying the same Detore the Lords of Trade, you 

Mill state to theit Lordship's that Lord Granville proposes, with their concurrence: vo 
approve th ings of tho Writish Delegates as reported in the telegram, 

Tomo also to request that an answer to this letter may be retumed at the carloat 

convenience of the Board of ‘Trade, 
1 have, ke. 
(Signed) ” T. V. LISTER, 


aE 


No. 620, 
Earl Granville to General Stokes and Sir P. Francis. 


December 15, 1873, 
in your telegram of the 


(Telegraphic) Foreign 
HER Majesty's Government approve the course pi 
‘Ath instant, with regard to surtax on the Suez Canal dues. 


ee ee 
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No. 621. 


Earl Granville to General Stokes and Sir P, Francis. 


er 16, 1873. 
Forcign Office, December 16,18 
‘your 
rae aie’ gree to proposed arrangement, as repor 
E 's Government agree to prop 
Rae of the Toh instant, with rezard to the Suez Canal daes. 


ee es 


No, 622. 


Earl Grancille (o General Stokes and Sir P. Francis. 


: i her 18, 1873. 
poe Foreign Ofc, December 18, 1803. 
Gene “s Government have had under their consideration our tlogram of the 

Int opting the understanding we tas Ben ome f with the ren 
Deeantes the Intersutiooal ‘Tondage Commission wil e sara, 
Meith ane thet ono tou the Sac anal des and nom be 3 
Heats jou that Hee Majesty» Goverument approve the course propo 
tter, as reported in your telegram, cates 
- (Signed) "GRANVILLE, 


Sa ee ee 


No. 623, 


Colonel Stel Sir P. Francia to Karl Grawville.—(Received December 16,) 


8, 1878. 
(No. 31) Therapia, December 3, 

1 hon rs doxpatchos No. 25 
Mr 0 acknowl the Yesit of your Lords dpa 3 
Mts Nov of the 180 ino, aod to forward erewith dupa coi 

agen date mean ofthese documents without de 
‘our Lordship in possession thout 
va eer lle ras 
a ibility of our accompanying therm by « rej ey 
ee Oieeate Waae ike this by the next = 
Wabeg love ack your Tlecdshiie attention to the mages inn proces haus 
cme a i oe a ce te wh 
‘ ia-verbat No. 9 wil yond the rae todel 
eee pee ‘of No. 11 the observations of the Presi 
at joarly rah th ar 4 have taken, that there ware no real grounds tr 
whic in the 
ec ahd ‘have bee atl und withdrawn before the discussion 
ti tel lo if they be i 
"Rg ee a 
‘cigs vo, only wheo ‘hey found that discussion going against ther. 


P. FRANCIS, 





Inclosure 1 in No. 623. 


Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage. 


Procée-Verbat No, 9.—Stance du "353.5 1873 (3 Ramazan, 1290), 


Présidence de son Excellence Eowew Pacua 
Présents: 


Poor MAllemagnie— 
M. Gillet” 
oar Ene 
‘our I’ Autriche-Hongrie— 
M. le Chevali 5 
Mi de Chevalier de Royo 
M. Nicoli 
Pout In elgiquec 
M. Camille Jansson, 
Pour I Expagne— 
Don Angel Ruata. 
Don Joaquin Togores, 
Pour tn France— 
Mle Baron d’Avril. 
M.Romeas, 
Pour la Grande Brotagne— 
M, Ye Colonel Stobox, 
Bir Philip Francis, 
Pour la Grico— 
|. Anargyros 
Pour Htalio— 
M. lo Commandeue Mi 
M,le Chevalier Vernon 
Pour kes Pay. Bas— 
le Chovalier J 
Mle Chevalier Jansen, 
Pour Ia Ruwio— 
le Haron de Stei 
poe Saenl Korchibot, 
rour Ja Sudde et Ia Norvige— 
M, fo Chevalier de Heilenstamm, 
oar Ie Tuguie— 
on Rxcellence Baber 
fon Rreellance Salth Poche 


LE procée-verbal do la dernigre séance 
' er lernidre séance eat u et adopt. 
id i oa Sight dsr tw enter de area dana ane loogse! dora 
yarlemmaraen do + il doit copendant en reclitier denx ou trom points dane 
1. M, Rameau porsste & i Jogemes : 
regubaed ire que Ia déduction de 
eguipage oat faite wr In tonno de 100 pleds. sal cumin ae Nee 
Saco pout ce et opt st ie omage hon rato; dear aoe ae 
sp, eel | pour artver i tonnage ae, on seulement dex 
: le Déligué de France revient de nouveau & V'amort de 
ee Noon correo par on fone, splint une wil de capac flay ct non 
sii ene les opérations de ehiftes cites dans le live de Moorsorn 
Pane le but. de micux elas 
ang airer M. Rumeas, quia dit no pas avoir saist 
Angle duller, n traduction Franc Ble. Celondl oan ott deren 
er atte lite conclave. Hn we réérant aux eifres doot il Sat, Monece: 
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«1 doit dre, eependant, clairement entenda que les estimations ainsi constatfes de 
Ja manigre dont ‘elles sont expliquées dans les instru i c'ost-A-dire le 
pesmge toujours cité par SM. Rameau—''ne sont pas rocommandées comme we eon 
pert taur ley proprctaires soit pour les nézociants, dans la specication dle Tours content 
Gn doit considerer une eargaison simplement compatée en moyenne, conve, nt 
jamais tire une base suffamment. sire pour les arrangements financiers d'un voy 


a orsom dit encore que sa tonne “ constitue, en toute eirgonatanee, un étalon plas 
juste de capacité que. les computations de cargnns sott de volume, soit de poids, qu 
doivent nécessrementraier ‘Ryon les circonstances toujours indéeises de voyages plus 

jong. 
‘eat pour toutes ces raisons que la préférence 
de celle qui eat nctuellement & 

3 Ma sponse I dem nde do M. Rumean pourquoi les courtiers et les comttier 
teure civent bane Tears annonces un tonnage autee que la tonnage de régistre, M. le 
Fromice Délégué de la Grande Bretagne fait observer quils Te font contrairement, ts 
‘consils de Moorsom ot parce que les anciennes habitades niont 1 nen 
coe habitudes avaient pour but dexprime 
Misea qu'on eapacité officielle qui »'éeartait UE réelle, A eanse dew 
pousibles pour Tanclenne loi. AUcun doute ne reste plus présent quant & fete ore U6, 

Mie Colonel Stokes dit ensuite que M. lo Premier Déligué Nécrlandais » parfaiter 
ment itdbat gh dana son premier discours, qae Ia Jango est Texposant de la enpacité ot 
aoe eetn change ot démontré, de us, comment i} arrivait que, a partir dea commoner: 
roe su jangrages ily eut toujours un certain éart entre Fexpowant de capaci ot Ww 
Charge, Mle Premier Déligué de ta Grande Brotagne termine en revencts Wit foin de 
plan's Tobserration faite par Tol lore de Touvertare dele discussion, 

Fpacité du corpa contenant t nallement du volume des objets conte 
caninses dont parle Mf. Rameas, on ¥ confond fonjours ces deux chores 

me on par pas utile de Fepondre aux nouvelles observations de Mle Colonel 
Soka quotque dieecemont interpellé. Mn pourrait que so sopéter et i ermindralt de 
fatigoce LAmemblde par des redites, Ii mainticnt, en consdquence, simploment © ai & 
fei alt, en. faint reimarqner quil ne west pax borné & interprétar Mostrar A quila 
oané la traduction textuelle de la partic de son ouvraxe nut Inquolle etait fondée son 
Snterprétation, afin de mettre chacun A mime de juger de sa fddlits. 

Wy te Colonel Korchikof fait observer tout dabord que los tonneaux ie jauge formant 
la capacité utilisable des ‘pus de tonnage net pour les voiliors. 

I ocanert de Teaamen fait da systome Moorsom que le diviseur 100 dout on sa ser, 
rent qu'un covllicient employé uniquement pour véfinir le tonneaux do Jaugeazo due ie 
iitiment avait avaut Vapplication de eo © 

efoto on pranid un bitiment dane grandeur eonnue qui wurait, par exemple, 
1,000 tooneans de jange Anglaise, on détermine In eapacité totale do ee, Witiment 
Feds cubes, en conployant To syitiwoe Moorwm. Cette capneité multiple ber 1 
Bice cues “one tes tnéenox 1,000 tocneaux ninsl que In enpacité totale ct Ia capacite 

cn avire en pleds cubes, Or, ls grandeur dun navire de 1,000 tonneau ot 
wafers total de 100,000 pies eubes peuvent étre reprévuntes par es Lonanents 
lt Cotomdeue, En suppomnt sa Jongent de 202 pide 0 poner sa largour te 
BeTeda ot la profondenr de In calo de 23 pics et ea. mollplinnt Ja longueyr de in quille 
poor fe tounage, pat In largenr et Ia demie-langeur ot eo divisant le produit par #4 on 
faurn Jes résultats suivants s— 

Precast Anglais: 1/000 tonneax, 80,000 pieds cubes de enpaclté uilsabl, £0 pede 
‘cubes par tonneas, 

Parton vnaa: 1,680 tonneau, 50,000 yids exbos de eapacité wtibable, 90 weds 
cubes par tonneau. 

Pat nae Ranse: 1,250 tonneanx, 80,000 pieds exes do capacitéotilsable, OF pied 
cubes par tonneat. 

star ten mente d'une mee grandeur mesuris: daprés Je aystime Moonon 
auroral cds cubes la rikme capncitd wtilisable, mais en, mitmo temps le tennade, he 
sora. pax mbes Haque tonne de capacité aura différents volauen, Cest-i-dire, 
30 pabds cubes pour Angleterre, 60 pout la France, 62 pour la Rustic, & 

sae ei rer KorchikolT cru, par copedguent, qu'aussit admiae wimporte quelle 
tonne fa jauge pour units, serait indispensable de détnir en méine temps Te rapport 
entre cette tonne ef la tonne de eapneité commerciale, ov tonna de wet de Ta Bvanow & 
bamise am, 44 0¢ PAngleterre b 40, 60, 04 63 pied cubes suivant, fs erconstonc 

Diapris Mle Dalégué de Russie, ln raison pour cola doit en Gire cherchée dans la 


é¢ \ uno oi de la nature 
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circonstance que Ia tonne de jauge fixe In taxe que les Gourernements pergoivent des 
armatours;; ce sont les rolations entre les Etats et le commerce maritimes, od il sagit de 
favoriser co demnier.  Lorsque cependant i Gntérits d'entreprises particuliéres, Ie 
tonne de mer devrait étre autant que possible pricise et independante dune régle 
arbiteaire, Ainyi fa plus grande tonne de jauge est la tonne Anglaise avce le coefficient 
iho + par In fixation équivalente de la taxe pergue de Varmateur par le Gouvernement, 
elle pout servir plus que toutes Jes autres a favoriser le commerce. Mais Ia tonne de 
jauge Ruse peut-ire Gruloment admjse de préférence dans le commerce. C'est pour 
evla que M, le Colonel Rorchikotf eroit nécessaire de réserver son opinion sur Tadmisai 
de Tune on de Vautre tonne de javge, 
M. le Pravident constate que la 
Une disewssion wengage sur Ja toanid ‘oto des deux motions en 
présence, lune de M. Jansen (Pays-Ttas), Tautro de MM. les Déléués Frangals. 
M. fe Haron d'steril demande la prive ev conaidération de ln proportion Francaise, 
ont lecture est dunce par le Seerdtaire et qui est eonguo en ces 
ilons: qu tructions de la Sublime Porte qui 
dre pour base du tonnage des navires leur eapacité utilisable pour le 
dises, Ja Commission, avant aller plus Join, so livre Ala recherche 
uation de cette copacité pour tous lex navires, on général, considdrts inde 
damment de leur ode do propulsion, tout réserve étant faite & lézned dew navires & 
ape pour les deductions particulléres «ux machines, qui verovt Vobjet d'un examen 
special 
4. Gillet eroit qu'il fouara.mottee Wabonl aux voix la proposition présentée par MBF. lew 
Déldguén du France, celled sc teotrant foreément exctue dans le-cas on Ie motion de 
M. Jansen (Pays-Bas) dont elle forme un épisode, veuait i étte prealablement votée, 
MM. Janssen (Belgique) et ‘Togorer partagent. Tavis de M. lo Premier Deiégué 
Allemagne. 
M. de Kesjek demande la priotité pour lan 
Francaise lutetvertisant 'erdre da jour. 
A. Runcen fait obvorver on réponse A M. lo Premicr Diélégué d'Autriche-Hongrie, 
{yuo eo n'est pas Ii premite foix qu'il » é48 dit que la proposition Francaise ne tentrait 
ras dans Vrtre du jour; cee la promi fis non plus, qu ex Dekiguds Frangainen 
vot démontes qu'elle y'rentrait ted directement et quelle était an eur méme de la 
vestion. Puinyu‘on isiste, 1 peat-dtee cependant ule d'y revenir avant de passer aa 
vote, De quoi sayit-il en effet Du tonnage don navires considéeds indépendamment 
le leur mole de propulsion, On Vappeliera comme on vouro, brut ow net, wimporte 
als encore une fois, c'est sur eo tonnage que doit portor la reforme xi Tou veut artiver h 
une évaluation exacte et pratique de la enpacité de transport dos navires. Or, yucls sont 
lon deux éléments de coite évaluation? Co sont d'an edté, la partic utilisble de leur 
‘capaci ct de Yautre, le tonneau typo auquel cotte partie ulilianble doit étre 
Mppottée. Comment prétendre apris cela que In recherche do Ia eapaclté utilisable ne 
entre pas dans la dixcussion 4 Tordre du jour? Elle y rentre au. premicr ebef ot co dolt 
ttre lo promier objet de Vexamen de Ia Commision, ai alle veut entrer dans le vif de ln 
wuestion et sortir enfin de In vole, A Tavis de MIM. les Délégués de France, trop vague ob 
elle eat reste jusqutiel, 
M-le Colinel Stokes diire opinion aveo M. Raman, Gant davis quill ne s'agit pas 
dle tounage brut dans la snotion Frangaine, ee qui serait seul econforme A ordre da. fone 
Cependant il ne voit pas Winconeénient & voter peGalablement la proposition Brancaise. 
M. ana ition de M. Je Premier Delégué Néerlandais, ainsi que 
tos observati Je Colonel Stokes, A avin de M. lo Dilégué de Groce il fandrait 
rant tout, fixer une tonne brute. Lors de Vexamen dii tonnage net, on artivern ndces 
sniromont h la capacité uilisuble, 
M. Gillet constate qu'il n'a pax vouls préjuger Te fond méme de la question ea 
proposant d'accorder Ia priorité & Ia proposition Francaise, 
MM, Matti, de Steiger, de Heidenstamm no voient pax d'inconvéaient & acconder Ie 
priorité de yoto 4 Ja motion de MM. Jes Delégués de France. 
‘M. Janeen (Pass- Lax) ne oroit pas que la proposition Frangaize rentre dana Tordre 
du jour. Cependant, il veut bien admettre que sa motion soit votée apres, 
MV, Ie Prévilent ayant consulté ln Commission, la majorité se prononce en faveur de 
prlorilé & aovorder 4 la motion de MM. les Délégués de France. 
M- Gillet désiro motiver par quelques mots le vote qui va émettre. Tl ervit avec 
AM. le Déldgué dEspagne que si, pat impossible, on écartait lo torme tonnead, on tomberait 
accor, mais pour fe moment’ seulement. Ii y aurait de nouveau une dificult 
Votfaire do Canal do Suez, lorsqu’l sagira de préciver de eombien de metres eubes est le 
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sneau dont gar le Firman Tmpérial, Tout pourrait s'arranger si on voulait ne pas 
eae oe n. Bn peat ace, M. le Premicr Délégué d'Allemagno en 
Fre nee SIAL, 1 Delezés qui parlageraient son opinion de s'unir a Tui, Adelare vouloir 
motiver son vote dans les term sivanits — sade le glean 

. ction do MM. les Délégués de France formant une partio de In. dis 

sur le pene ‘M. Rameas mane ayant déclaré ne pas vouloir changer Tordre du 
Jour et cet ordre di jour ne pri nt par la diseassion des questions qui porrront suivre, 
sites autres celles relatives an Canal do Suez, je Yote pour la contianation de la discussion 
YTordre du jour, afin d'arrivor de la mauiére Ja plus naturelle & la détermination de la 
—< Sea taaal xi M. lo Promier Délégad d'Allemagne veut définitivement 
dearter la motion Frangaise. Pour sa part, il désirerait qu'on votit par oui ou par non 


ae dist réplique que son avis eat d'éarter In motion Frangaixe avec Ten réervor 


faites, 1, Baron d Auril fait cbvorvet que ls voto doit seulement: rapport Ja. prise on 
saree Président root aus yoix la motion MMI. lea Déégués de France, 

Ta Commission niadopte pas, 

‘Oat vot contre — F ae 

LAllcmagne,, TAutriche-Hongric, la Belgique, YExpagne, la Grando Bretagne, la 
Grdeo, MTtalic, ler Pays-Tas, la Sudo ot la Norveg 

‘Ont vott pour -— 

Ta Russie, 1a Turquie, = 

Te Belgie te Grande Tretagno, Tale, tos Tages et lo Bute ot Ia Norge 
Nasocient aux observations foites par’ AM. lo Premior DAggué «'Allomagno et motivent 
Foor ye en esuand la parole X propos du voto qui vient d'avoit lou et falt 
la déclaration qui sult, 

aa eeriens Tet & croinde que nous ne soyons sur Ja vole de constater un 

uti yordial. ‘3 
dlesoationet PFE ola avant la réanion de Ia Counalaten, la Courernomont Prancals a 
cu soin, par uno communication dendue, de faire connaitre aus, Puissancos maritimes 
comment il compronait lobjot de ectte rétioion et lea conditions dans losquellos il s'était 
decide A y prondro part. sine ie 3 

"A notte oo non-seuloment cette manidre do voir aa été contredite par 
Fa, hn eras oa eae ects peste 
tione do 1a Sublime Porte, qui reconnalwant que. Tox rizlos de jmugeage araient sus 
sticceniverent faunsles ot qu'clles ne donnaient plus la mesure vralo de In eapacité de 
transport des navires, en a recommandé la réforme wur a base de Tn capacité atliable ob 
an Canoe tye propo eri de base A fo aus tramsactions commerciales ot 

eption des droits de navigation. i a: 
ee = eae - aise ‘la recherche de la capacité utilisable, malgré nos instantos 
@titdsalizes demandes, la Commission nous semble avoir méconny Jes intentions de la 
Sublime Porte ot Fesprit dans Jequel le Gouvernement Francais s'est fait reprévouter la 
Contec. cette situation, lee Dédguds Frangais, pour obiie aux iutructions do leur 
Gouvernoment, wabstiendrobt de prenidee part fla suite de Ta délibération, 

‘M. Jansen (Paye-Tas) din réponse ce ve M. Je Baron d’Avril « avancd, que 
jusquih prisent la Comanision a rechorché la expacité ulilisable ; que In dffirence avoe 
Wal Délégués Frangaises consixto seulement dans In maviire de trouver cette capacité. 
En cherchant on premier lieu lo meilleur nystime de tounnge brut, il eroit que In Commis. 
sion agit en tous points en conformnité wvee les instryetions de Ia Sublime Porte, aussi bien 
'aved celles dev différents Gouvernements. Il ne pont quo protester contre Pexplica~ 


Rom qui vient d'etre faite qu'on wen Gearteral plu, par Ta marele de la discwsion fixée 


= see Reset appuie Tes cousidlérations de M, To Premier Dilégué des Payr-Bas et 


conatate quil n'y a pas de divergence opinions. Tl wagit sculement du fait que 
gods techn 


sens ont irouré justo de Soccupor tout Cabord du tonnage 
= eae He lounens type, et dabonier ensuite la discussion str 1a question des 


‘M, le Bayon d'Aeril veat seulement covstater que Vordre du jour n'a pas &é 


lengeereat discus. se 
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M, Gillet {ait observer qu'on arrive & Vespace utilisable en fxant @abord Vespace 
tirat et Pespace qu’dccupent les déductions a faire. La diférence du tonnage brut et des 
Abductions donne Vespiee atilisable. On poitrrait pout-tere, quoiquil wen sacke rien, 
fixor tout d'ubord Fespace uilisable, en ne svccupant a priori que de cet expace ot riot 
dle Fespace brut ct des dédastions. "Ls motion Néetlandaise euit Te premier chemio, la 
motion Franealse indique le second. On arrive des deux maniéres a l'espace utilisable; 
iln'y a de dilfirence que dans le chemin a suivre. 

M. de Heidenstamm et Wavis que Vadoption de In motion Néerlandaise mowers 
piste Bla capacitsilible ot wamocio A Ta maniére de voir de M. Te Rrosier 

Déligué d'Allomayne, 

M, le Colon! Stoker fait observer que MM les Délégués de France sont certsine- 
ment libres dé régler leur conduite comune ils Tentendent. Tl croit ceponitant Mnterpré= 
tation dounge par eux wut la recherohe de la eapacité utiliablo un pou oxagétée, 1 wa 
hevoin pour cola que de se réfGrer simplement aux termos mimes employes por Vineitae 
tion do la Sublime Porte. Les instructions Ottomanes ne forment pas In régle générale, 
chaquo Délégaé i les sichnes, S'il en était autrement Ht doit protester eontre Fasertion 
roproduite maintenant par MM. les Délégués Frangaives que lex rigles de jatigeage ont 
4 faussdon par lo Gouverneraents. Lin Angleterre la vérité @ été tout A fait le 
cconttuire ; 1h on a cherché avee le plus grand soin de donner Ia vraio eapacité. Quand & 
Tordre de ses travaux, Ja Commission a cru utile d’examiner avant tout quelle est la 
ipacité totale du Witinvent pour arriver naturollement 8 déterininer la eapacité utillsable 
Jornqu’fl sagim du tonnage net. Lordre du jour eat dé fixer Te tonnage brut. A. Tavis 
du Promior Détégué do la Grande Bretagne, ce tonnage brat déterming par la toi Anglaise, 
pond pertltepent Ae que le Gotrerogmeat Otten invite In Comission & 
déterminor un tonsionn typo, qui acrvira de base pour les transactions commerciales. 

Ce tonnage, on I'a démontrd, wo prite a toutes sortes de combinaisons, tandis qu’en 
mime temps il forme une base &xe et immuable pour lx porception des droite auxquels est 
sidsnjettle Ia navigntion, 

Bon Kacellence Kihem Pacha fait obsorver que lo vote de ln Turquie quant hla 
roposition Frangaise ne Ini semble pas #0 trouver en contradiction avee les instructions 
Rtomanies, C'est Inieméme qui & propol® In fixation de Vordre du Jour arrété qui 

contient,i son avis, la meilloure marche & suivre pour orriver au but déird. | Sil a donné 
ton voto favorable hla Hion Francaise, est quit maralt pas troged dinconvCalent 

‘que In motion de MM. los Délégués de France soit discutée avec Ia eapacité 
utile, 

‘M, Mattei eat davis que pour prononcer uno décixion sar la préférence & donner aux 
Sopoaltons qul ont téprcsentés, 16 Commieion, doit tene Te plus ‘grand compte dex 

inatona qul ont ou Hien dans los ndances précédentes. 

‘Or, sity a un objet war lequel cos discussions ont plus spécialoment ports et sur 
Aeguel ey opinion diférenten wo sent pl claremont ‘exprimés eeat cortainement celal 
fe Vunité de jane. 

‘Dit edte'de Ia majorité, on pense quiune coutume & peu prot scculaire a consacrs 
Yadoption do Vunité de adoptée par la Lol Anglaise de 1864, cost-irdire do 
(00 pieds Anglais cubes, ou bien ile 288. métros cubes, et quo toute proposition ayant 


oor bot de changer eth unt grat pratiquament fnaceptble 


Diun autre es, MM. tes Dau do Prnnce, sats en arcit fet pontvement te 
position, paraiasent Stee davis que cette unité devrait étre fixée A 42 pieds Francais 
Babr cestaadire 1-44 metres cobon eesti 
‘Aco sujet la discussion a eu un trix grand développement ; tous les Délégués qui 
Yont auivie ont pi so former H«dessux une opinion bica motivée, et ax point ou l'on en 
ton Went sans erainte Ia declarer épuiade. 
henre’ quilt fy deux propositions sounioes ane daibérations de la Com 
mission Mane, celle de M.'le Premier Dalégué des Pays-Bas, demande Walfirmer que la 
meillouro méthode poar la détermination du" 5” Cest celle exprimée dans 
lo" Morchant Shipping Act ™ de 1854, sans déductions; Pautre, celle de MM. les Déléues 
de France propose A Ia Commission de se livrer & ta détermination de la eapacité utilisable 
toa Tos navres en génden considers indépendamment de leur mode de propulsion, 
ko résarve etant faite 4 'égard des navires A vapeur pour les déduetions particulitres 
‘ux machines, qui seron: Yobjet d'un examen spécial. ¥ 
Apart In question do Tunitd du tonnage, sur laquelle il ne part pag que ls diseusion 
puis étre prolongée avec utilitd il n'est pas facile de troaver ageune difference essentielle 
entre ces deux propositions, & part cette question, et Pune et Vautre faisunt abstraction 
des déluctions, ellos ne peuivent avoir cu vue que le mime objet, la détermination da 
tonnage brat, — Rxprimées en termes différents les deux propositions reviennent au méme. 
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i a é ys vrait avoir la préférence, 

sition de ME. le Premier DAégué des Pays-Bas devrait avoir 1a, pnéférences 

a ac come dans de termes plus clairs et plus conci présentant & we ae 1ssi00 

me te de la Couimuission wn sujet plos positit et plus défini, mais mene Cer am 

Gala va saus dire, MM. les Délégués de Frauce saront 2 da hes Soa a 
ceinions atce tout Ie développement quilsjugeront eouvenable, is pousrenl, Tote, 

Noa eet sar leur proposttion comme amendement & la proposition NG ‘ 
Bae "a 4 ce at Sor aa ire, M. Mattei est d'avis que sans sarréter plus AN ytemps 
sur Totjen ‘} mettre en discussion, il serait conveoable de paser Texamen de la pro- 

ve Patscutée par M. le Premier Délégué des Pays-Bas. 
osm aces a eeeete gue tos erent accord pow ces It 

ae Barn Coury quron Be veuillo pas dire quil ext le tonneau ulilisable, | Utes 
tee DS oe Wy Wile Premier Dekigué Necrlandais que cont 1A précisément Je 

ze utiliaable brut d'un navire, cae 

el San een de ten lil 

Ae te arda de Steiger riplique que Te tonnean ext cowpris dana Te mot Lennie 

Are Dalene Stokes ajo qu'il ext clair quion a cu cn vue adopter Je diveate SOO 

ae ee colemtlJmel quil Wagit sivoplemicut do Ia capacilé (otale et que len duct 

ienitaes lore de la discussion net, 5 
serokimitens Jor de ee iia gee tamnen bral vent dir, an conta 
ig utilibable. a 
Trae Hargreaves ct d'autees membres do 1a Comsinion le cates 
ir Philip Broneis ‘de parser au vod, In quostion Gla 5 
Fae rt ident, le Becrdate donne Testure te Ie propétion de 
isi congue :— - 

‘an navire ou ‘gros tonnage’ sans aucune 
acters wie iain ao fil eat exposé dans la Lok 
ion, : 

is 1854 (Articles 20 ot 21). 
Poss oa Sd en eS tea 
arene ett eemuennent implement tes termes techniques ot ql wagit do 


voter le gine net aux voix Is motion de M. le Prem Dé des Payy les gl 
cal ee. 2 
Jornsos, I Ant A que, 1 Ta Grande Bretogne, 
LrAtlomagne, YAntriche-Mongrie, Ia Belgique, 1 Espaine, 
Grice, ITtalles lor Pays-Das, la Suede ot la Norvége, In Turquie. 
G Eins dealawent von wéverran son rote parle motif que cette résolution prjuge 
Ja question dela mesure du tonnean utillsable, Geet 
pone de mettre A V'ordre du Joar ee qu'on doit comp 
Re ea Be Re arete sap Jr da menrge,o dl oul 
Yon mevutel " (aun save, 
Se is Steger ork Ge Ta diclaration de MI. los Deligués de Pranes 
de na pas voulaie prendre part aux d6libérations ily aurait Hew dan sjourncment de In 
Gonteence, an Ho voir ce qui y, aural 2 faire devant Te cas nom prévu de 
° rellea instruct! B 
teaton ot dean) vo rears A TArulo 4d réglewent qui prévol a xs nO 
Ay Te Colonel Stokes, ne veut pas pedjugor, 8 decision de le Commis Se oe 
‘Dasant sur I'Article 3 da Rigen oe que Vabstention lissance 
i tinuation de ia discussion 
ah Soph tin omen ot le 
Lie pea eae que 1 pean ye M. le Premier Déégué de Rossio 
ire adwaise et dexnandle A xuis0 AUX VOIX. me 
peat dre adtisg oa emande Ala Coaualosion # ello nccepte Yajournement propos’ par 
1M. to Maron de Steiger. as : 
Le Gomminsion dice que la diseussion doit continuer, Pao. 
fen dicide ave Mane des, déxeloppements teclniques pour prower 
sex Aeheige ape-tas) ties doe da 3804 iuiquent a mae Jo mse: tous 
‘dun navi 
Re “Fae dace ni Hen en Anglers emt 
Fee eens cent woul, meseer Ye pont supérieur Juayu'h ne, criane 
Voie Annet aa Prentvetbal 





hauteur; mais de grands inconvénients stopposent dans la pratique 4 co que le « deck 
load * scit mesuré.  Souvent dex machines, des chauiidres, Ac, ne peuveat passer par les 
Ecoutilles; diverses raisons peuvent nécessiter lo placement dune partie del eacealson 
sur le pont ot non dans Is cale. Te systiime Moorsom étant an systime de cahatere 
ur trouver Vexposant de Ia eapacité dw navire, M. lo Premier Delégué des Pays-Bas ext 
avis que les marchandises places sur Io pont supérieur no sauraient ftre corpses dans 
ce menurage. Il propose par eonséquent d'en écatter colle eargaison du pont, comme 
Sappartonant pasa systime Moorsdon, 

Af. e Colonel Stoker purtage Vavis de AL Jansen que co serait agir contre esprit du 
systéine Moorsom af on youlait prendre Ia caaison a pont; mas i pense qu'il y a hea 
a ben conspen tag ‘spaces fermés et converts qui se froavent sur lo pont da nave, par 
1a raison que eos accommodoments parmettent dlargi V'espace nu-dessos du pont cat 
ainsi quil voters 

M, Margroates voters dans lo mémo sens, Le pont supéticar ne pont pas ttre 
‘mosurd, male il fandrait comprondre dans le monrage le eapacse couverta 2 clow 

4M. Zamaru vout comprendre los espaces clos ot couverts, sane aucune résere, 

BI. Topores partage Vavis de MM, los Délégués de ta Grande Bretagne, W’Allemague, 
et @Autricho-Hongrle: la méthode Moorom feat bese ee prineipe du. contenant et 
fon du eontoon, 

M, Mattei ext parfaitoment d'accord Li-dessus avec son collégues 5 cox expaces sont 
compris dans les Atticlea 20 ot 21. 

‘Son Bxeellence Sulih Pacha est du mimo avis pour Ten parties couvertos ot closes, 
nis non pour les inarchandises sur le pont. 

3, Togores propose de nominer une Bolts-Commlsion pour défnir le tounge brut et 
rédiger esactoment Ja résolution adoptde par Ia Conférunce A eo nije. 

Ate Colonel Stokes falt observer on réponse AM. do Délegué Espagne, que la 
Comntedon devrait seulement recommander les pineipen. “Quand aux dade: il seas 
quik pourraient dtre mieux fixés ailleurs qu'a Constantinople; ear il taudmalt commer a 
Cot effet des howmes toot d falt spéciaus, 

M. de Hetdenstomm Sesmocie aux vues de M. le Colonel Stokes. 

M. Togoves fait obverver qu'il faudeuit pourtant que la méthode de jaugenge, riultat 
de cette dincussion, nolt bien précinte. 

Mle Président serait plutot divin do foie aw préalable-le syntime en bloe, et de 
confler, aprés cela, 4 une Sous-Commision le soin de la rédaction définitive ; ailleurs, 
il ext prit A se soumottre & Ja décision do la Commission, 

M. Jansen (Pays-Bas) falt observer que du moment que tous sont d’aceord de ne 
compreniire lo deck load * dans To mesurage ot que la question da tonnage brut sat aloat 
Vidéo, i crit aveo M, te Déligué d'Espagne que la Sous.Comeniedion, qui aurait & pele 
senter pli tard une action definitive dex Nealations nrdtden yar le Ceatisone pour 
commencor hon travail dis h present, 

LM. Anorgyro appuie Ie propoition de M, to Dilgué dapagne ; sans cela ily 
tui ie gre pt de ep ee. 

le Colonel Stokes #y aadocierait (galement sila motion de M. Togores était plos 
clairoment forwulde. % ¥ > 

‘AM, Hargreaces propose In résolution suivante :— 

{<Le tonnage brut eomprend Te mesurage do tous les expaces an-dewous da pont 
supétiour ainsi que de toutes ley constructions pormanentes tourettes of closts nde 
pont.” 

3M. le Préident met aux voix ln proposition do M, fe Déldgué @'Allemagno, 

Vata Placer igri, In Bel Ja Grande Bretagne, Le 

‘Allemagno, I'Auttiche-Hongrie, la Belgi ae, Key 1, le , 

Grice, HHtaic, lox Pays, Ta Budde ct In Norge, la Reguie. 

Ya Prune ote Tle nwt ates ; 

AM. Topuree dit que la propoition vot6 de Mle Délégué Allemagne est indépen- 
dato do celle quil x eu Thonneur de fares i a formule sie gurl cuit : 

* Un vous-comild permanent de réaction sera nommd dant le but de fixer par éerit 
les décisions prises secomivement par la Commission Tateroationale” 

M. Gilet demande quo le vote de Ia proposition de M. le Délégué d'Bapagne soit 
emis i la prochaine séance. 1) croit que ta décision dont-il s'agit me manque pas dane 
certain, gravitd et compliquerait pout-étre le travail de la Commision, le some-comite 

‘ho pouvant maintenant rédiger quiune chose décousue, avant la fia des travaus 
ic la Conférence, 


‘Togores ino que Te (rnvail de la Soas-Commission proposée est long et qu'l 
dove the rd tae ke Santas ae eee a 
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i 1é d’Allemagne qu’il ne 
it obeerver AM, Je Promier Dédigué dtAtlemagne quil ne 
M. Jansen (Pardee din Rous-Comsson cari sagt de ch 

Aroure Fe aS a Bn eae do changements & optcer, ln Conférence se 
Je vote finale. 
‘DM. Gillet répond 


Allemand partoge enti ce appre 
ion de rela donde MM, Jes DAs de France ot de Tosi ; 


c= Délégués de France et de Russie Gi cis 

weenes de abstention de MI Gy ce enya Topiion de BM, ie Prowier Delo 

M. de Heidenstomm 86 . 
nYinsinte pas pour la discussion immédinte de sa proposition, 

panda lad autre stance. 
is ql msinfient on derandaat i discussion dans une autre sfanoe, 

Tinie a fuven (Paye Bas) propose Woovrir ln discussion aut Ve 
math Tortee “da jour, i la sfance prochaine. 

M. lo Président levé la stance, ee 

= (Bigné) | EDHEM. 


AM. le Premier Dalgué des Pays Bas 
érement ses apprehensions quand aux choix im 
plus que le moment de cc 


ad’ Allersagne. es 
‘agores declare qu'il 
M, ‘Tagores déclare 4 conformé- 


[4 Beerétalre, 
(es Canarutonon. 


Annese au Provis-Verbal No. 9. 


(A)—English Ruler for ascertaining Grove Tonnage, 


Merchant Shipping Act, 1854, Sees. 20 ct 21. 


Measurement of Tonnage —Tonnage Deck ; Feet: Decimale oe. 

Xx, Thea he lowing rls the Leagan sk om iow ina 
ae ering, nach rules Toto eff, a monnarenicote ml te 

ther aiipettonn of feet, and all fnctions of feet shall be expressed a. 

dv Registered and other Ships of which the Hold ix ba a os 

the tonnage of every ship to be regard wth the exceptions nefoned he 

isi eva to ber eng eget be crane, y the fle 


0 of every shij 
a aes enet: or fy will be ascertained. by the sano 


Rose L—For Bhips 10 


vest peti 
rae ehetheesbe ix about Xo be 


i ‘ide of the 

of the ship in a straight Tine along the upper side of th 
© % met eee sade ‘at the inner plank comers “ te side 

ine iho midship stern timber nk there, ae 

cots aren ou ee Miadoeting from ‘this length what oe i hoses 
rae tow nthe thickness of dk, and what indo tthe re of the en 
ber in the. 2 in dno. le oof the 

ti i dlc, and also whist in d ‘ 
Hib a ate round ofthe beam; dvde the lovgt wo taken 
stem caer none tl Cred Ly ee alli Tale, acing 1 he 

into the number o 


‘tiase in such Table to which the ship belongs >— 


‘Table. 


Clase 1. Ships of which the tonnage ea Se aaetiog to the above measure- 
can gb feet long, or under into four equal part f 
a ee ose the tonnaze decks acorn to, he stare meuae 
ca 2 ie above 30 feet long and not ead ing 390, at i equal are 
culled oh Oem tar niawa e 
. Serene i in the above measure- 
st Ships of e ‘eck is, according to 
Cam Shp et Tongan sat exeeding 225 te calprt 
ae thc the tonnage deck Hs, acooding to Ube aboww measure 
, ecrahoed 345 feet long, into twelve equal parts. a 
po} 





Transverse Areas, 


(2) Then the hold being first sufficiently cleared to admit of the required depths and 
brendths being properly taken, find the tranverse area of such ship at each point 
Of division of the length as follows :—Measure the depth at each point of division 
from a point at a distance of one-third of the round of the beam below such 
deck, of, in case of a break, below a line stretched in continuation thereof, to 
the upper side of the door timber at the inside of the limber strake, after 
Aedueting the average thi which is between the bilge planks 
and limber stmke ; then, if the depth at the midship division of the length do 
not exceed 16 fect, divide each depth into four equal parts; then measure the 
inside horizontal breadth at each of the three points of division, and also at 
upper and lower points of the jlepth, estending each measurement to the 
average thickness of that part of the ceiling which is between the points of 

umber these breadths from above (i.e, numbering the upper 
broailth ono, and so on to the lowest breadth) ; multiply the second and. fourth 
by four, and the third by two ; add these products together, and to the sum add 
the fist breadth and the fifth multiply the qu: 
of the common interval between the breadths, 
tho transverse arca; but if th c i 
into six equal parts inatead_ of before directed, the 
horizontal brondths at tho five ivision, and. also at the upper and 
lower points of the depths number them from above as before; multiply the 
second, fourth, and sixth by four, and the thied and Ath by two; add these 
produets together, and to the sum add the first breadth and” the se 
multiply the quantity thus obtained by one-third of the common interval 
bvetweon the breadths, and the product shall be deomed. the Uransverse aren. 


Computation fom Areas. 


Having thus ascertained the tranverso area at each point of division of the length 
of the ship as required by the above Tablo, proceed to ascertain the register 
fern of the ably in the following manner Number the areas wuccemively 
1, 4,3, &e No, | being at tho extreme limit of the length nt the bow, and the 
last pumber at the extreme limit of the length at the stern; then, whether the 
length be divided according to the Table into four or twelve parts as in Classes 
Tand 5, termediato numbor ax in Clases 2, 3, and 4, multiply the 

every even nombered area by four, and the third and every odd 
numbered area (except the first and last) by’ twor and add these products 
together, and to the sum add the first and last if they yield anything ; multiply 
the quantity thu obtained by one-third of the common interval between the 
‘areas, and the product will be the cubical contents of the space under the 
tonnage deck; divide thie product: by one hundred, and the Quotient. being 
the tonnage under the tonnage deck shall be deemed to be the register tonnage 
of the ship, subject to the additions and deductions hereinafter inentioned, 


Poop anc any other Closed-in Space, 


If thore be » break, « poop, or any other permanent closed-in space on the 
upper dock, available for cargo or stores, oF forthe beething ot accominodation 

zens or crew, the tonnage of such space shall bo ascertained ms 
follows:—Measure the internal mean length of such space in feet, and divide it 
into two equal parts ; measure at the middle of its beight threo Inside breadths, 
namely, one at each end and the other at the mide of the length then to the 
sum of the end breadths aid four times the middle breadth, and multiply the 
whole sum by ono-thied of the common interval between the breadth; 
the product will give the mean horizontal area of much space ; then measure 
the mean height, and multiply by it the mean horizontal area ; divide the 
product by oue hundred, and the quotient shall be deemed to be the tonnage of 
such space, and shall be added to the tonnage under the tonnage deck 
ascortained as aforesaid, 


In case of Teo or more Decks. 


(5) If the ship has n third deck, commonly called a spar deck, the tonnage of the 
apace Batwoon aad the tonnage, deck shall be sscertined or aioe” 
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dle of its height from 


id 
ee ea ibers at the stern, and 


fasure in feet the inside length of the space at the mid 
tcp ofthe sem tothe aot prt nto wih length of 
divide the length into the same m Se een xt ‘be a 

divided as ave directed; measure (also wt to mide of 

é ee eS et ‘of the space at each of the ret shih less i 
its oe dhe seat and th breath at the ers amber hem sn 
1,2, 86. commen ty four, andthe thin and al the otro punbered 
{retains (except the fist and last) by two to the amc hese products ad 
‘ saat breadth ;mulliply dhe whole sum by, one-thind ofthe common 
the Sis ad ae he breads, and Ube result will give jn suport fot the 
poser aaa area of such space; measure the m = ae ere 
=P vey it the mean horizontal area, and the produc pear ten 
and multiply By Face; divide this product by one Mundred and he quaint 
eo ey Jeomed to be the tonnage of such space, and xh added 
eo ea aie ann ed as wae = it se vo the nage 

mn toree ts tonnage of each space between docks aboy fs 
feet oat bent ‘ercertained in emaner ‘above dewcribed, and shall 
deck a 


i ‘ax aforesald, 
ndded to the tonnage of the ship ascertained ax aforesal 


(B)—Rigles de Jaugeage de la Lai Proncaise. 
(Déeret du Président de Ia République en date da 24 Mai, 1879.) 


Riave 1.—Poun Les xavines #1005, 


vires ayant un ow plusieurs ponta ort pine i 


‘un ow deux ponte 
pour lek navires ayant 
dedans 


La! jour pour le tonnage dex 
LA lnguies Piicr, youressxvics 


plus do dowx ponts. 
Snr Je xocond pont a partir de la eale, p | 


in vaigrage, a ln face 


Gette Tonguenr est mesunde de tale en, tie, on dAlans On tee ndantes, 


ret © A la quite de Karridre, sur une hauteur égale & Tp 


Aur. 3.—Diision de Ia Longuew- 
i wvorsales qui sont nécoumites 
lr les aires des différentes sections tr = ga sont nena 
vata 4 Solan tavéicar du navi, a longueur ddnie & MArtielo 
Penformément au Tableau ci-apriss:— 
ae Kenia des Dale 
Longieur Tolle dee Nuvivee. ‘kere 
a, “ 
Tre came 18 ltrs i usvemrent & 97 ater cane ° 
he Ts wate ena q sen 
SSm Eire at ‘ 
38 wat 


Sas Patan 7 
‘Avr, 4.—Hautewr dee Sections Traneeeraaler. 


Jo croux ou Ia hauteur de chaque 


do In Ionguenr, on mesure ines cage 


Ge wn tiers du bouge di. pont en contre: 


A chacune des divisiow 
ida fond A edt de Ia carlingue. 


tion, depuis wn point marq 
Gs tarvot, jusque sar le valgrage 
Division dea Hantewre, 


ey So i rtagées en quatre parties 

srersales sont partagées en quatre parties 

Cele Sab eco tions tract de 6 tres 0 moins, ct en six. partis 
ede mile est de. i 

égales, ee celle de la scction mibioa exciile 5 métres. 





Aer. 6. 
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Largeurs des Sections Transeersoles. 


A chacun des points de division de la hanteur de chaque seetion (les points extrémes 
compris), on mesure la largeur du navire en dedans du ya'graze, 
Chaque largeur est numérotée (Nos 1, 2, 3, &e.) A partir du pont de tonnage, et Yon 


multipli 


points extréwes) 


ee 3 kn ange 


25 [Lomque la hauteur oot de 9 mdtroe 


} Lorne Ia hauteur nt eps de 


Anr. 7.—dire dea Svetions, 


Le total des produits civdecaus est multiplié par le tiers de Ja distance entre lee 
Alvisions de la hautour, Le résultat dence Tite dé la section, - 3 


Volume sles Nacires et Tonnage Offtelel, 
section m sont numérotées (Noa. 1, 2 3, Se.) h partir de I 


Tap ot Ia dernidro weetion, par 1; 
Les woctions des numéron pairs, parts 


Kt les wections des numnéros in 


impairs (Ia premigro ot la dernidre exeeptées), par 2. 


{ie total de cox produits, multiplié por le tiers de Iintorvalle entre les seetions, donne 
Jo volume en matees cubes do Fespace meauré, 
{Lo tonuage da volume principal est obtenu an divisant ce volume par 23, 


Ant. 0—Navire non ponies. 


Dans los naviros non pontés, oxtré 
considérde comme in limite de I'e 
La longuewr est mosurio ot 


du can mipériour de ees hordag 
point do division de Ia longa 
rd A Vnutre a cotte hauteur. 


Aur. 10, 


Lorque lo navire a un tro’ 

Io pont do tonnage ext détermin 
On mosure fa longuour a 

sur ow A e6té do I'étrave jusq 


Cette longueur est. divisée on autant de pa 
nt. A ehacun dov points de division, ain 
lnrgeur au milion de a hauteur. 


supérioure dex virures do bordages est 


pac i mosarer. 
livisde comme ai un pont supérieur régnait A ta banteu 
t los. ptofondours des sections correspondantes A chaque 
t prises A partie dew lignes tennsversalos mendes d'an 


vee ayont plus de deus pont 


me pont, pris entre co treisidme pont et 
Be sie si wera 

mt milieu de la hauteur, dopuis le vaigrage 

Jrieur de Tallonge de porupe —e 

en 6té fait pour Jo deuxidme 

points extrémes, on mesure la 


4 
Tas largours sont numérotées (1, 2, 3, 4, Re.) a partir 


de Favant. On muldglie par 1 la premiteo ot la dernitre, par 4 cellos ayant den nuntros 


plist par 2 colon ayant 


Je total de cos produits, multip 


ln promidre et In dornidre exceptéen)- 
par le tiers de Ia distance entre len divisions de la 


longueur, donne aire moyenne horixontale delentrespont, On obtient enauite le volume 
do Kentre-pont on multipliant cette aite par la hauteur moyenne; et ee volume, devies 
, représonto le tonnage A ajouter au tonnage principal (Article 8), 
8i lo navite a plax de trois ponts, le volume et le tonnage des entre-ponts sapéricurs 
sont calculés de la miéme manidre et ajoutés au tonnage principal. 


Aur. 11.—Dunetter, Gaillards, Teugues, Routes, Se 


Bil existe den duvettor, 


iguos, roullles on toute autre construction 
du chargement ou des vivres, on servir de 


Permanente on fermée po 
logement pour I'équipage ot lex passagers, le tonnage en est pareillement ajouté wa 
tonnage principal, Il est ealeulé de la muaniéee suivante: — 

1. Quand les contours sont forméa par des surfaces courbes, on mesure a Vintérieur 
{i Tongueur moyenne de chaque eompartiment, On prend le miliew de cette longueut, A 
e point. ainsi quiaux deux extrémités, on mesure, & ln moitié de Ix bauteur, lt largeur du 
Compartiment. "On multiplic par 4 la largeur da milien; on y ajoute les largeurs aux 
Points esteiimes: Ie total, multiplié par le tiers de Is distance entre les divisions dela 
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sure alors In 

donne Yaire moyenue horizontale du compartiment, Os mesure alon 
nia multiple par aire moyen anes on mesure lo 


a etitement forms pa der Sarit Bice yneyennen de 


Jongueur, 
hauteur moyenne ; 

Quand les contours soo 
Pet ail int entre elles Ja longueur, 


ch co Par eat effectuée pour chaque compartiment distint. 


Herite deur eas, on divioc fos volumes oblenns par 2°83 po 


ajouter au tonnage principal. 


SS 
Inclosure 2 in No, 623. 


wae avoir le tonnage A 


Commision Internationale pour le Tonnage. 


PrecteeVerbal No, 19.—Stance du Stim 1878 (21 Remaxan, 1290). 


Prisidence de son Excellence Epitaw Pacus, 
Présonte 

Pour l'Allemagne-— 
M. Gillet. 
M. Margroaves. 

Pour I'Autriche-Hongrie— 

ow ie Chevalier de Koaek 
‘M. Zamara. 
M. Nicolich. 


Pour la Helgique— 
xf Camillo Janssen, 
Pour Bapagne— 
Doo Angel Rarta, 
Don Joaquin Togores 


Pour la Franco 


¥ la Grande Bretagne— 
Pa ers 
Sir Philip Francis 


Pour la Grico— 


Pour Ittallo— 
M, le Comu 


Pour lox Pays-Bav- 
‘Mie Chesaller Jansen, 
M. Keun, 
yur Ia Raerio— 
Pours fe Colonel Korchikot, 


Suite et la Norvége— 
Pow We Chevalier de Hetdensamm, 


ron jie — 
. lente ‘Edhem Pacha. 


Son Excellence Sali Pacha. 
s ia veo est Iu et adlopté, 
Te pre ret de Pond da jour, Jonen (Papi) demande la parole your 
ice argues ut Ye Pape Verkal No.7, qu 0 46 dssibut depuis In dere 
Spire deus Femara oe AM. Tea Dalegoés de France et de Russie ne sont pa prises 
fax observalions quid va émettre. i 
er) 
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L'Annexe No. 2 au Procés-Verbal No, 7 n'a pas été produite en aéance. M. le 
Premior Délégué des Pays-Bas ie par conscquent M. le Président de ne pas 

Vintroduetion dans le procis-verbal de pices de ce genre, les documents de cette cate. 

uric étant ainsi sonstraits A la discussion générale. IL n'entend pas so plaindre de cette 

‘insertion qui vient & Vappui de tout co qo’ a eu Thouneur de développer sur a question, 

du diviseut. Il croit de plus, qu'un ssstéme pareil de jougeage dans lequel il'y a des 

slivisours differents pour les navires & yoiles et & vapeur, et méme trois diviseurs diférents 

Pour quelques vaisseaus, est trés vicieus. 

Ln seconde remarque de M. le Premier Délégué Néerlandai 

du procés-verbal. Il s'est abstent dans le courant le 

td'y méler la question du Canal de Si 

‘ toujoura parlé soul de cette, que 


Porte sur Texactitude 
la diseussion sur Je ton 
Sila rppelle bien, eet ML Rameau qu 
stion ot qui y a puisd des arguments pour refutes 
iui avait 6 avancé avant Iai," Cest donc, par exeeption, que Me Rewies Délgus 
tlos Payr-Bas, on réponse, a pris sigatement Ix Hiberté ido puisoe un exemple dave hee 
documents: pbliss par ta direction de la Compagnie du Canal de Suen. Aus ost ce 
veo une vive surprise qu'il & vu un passage prononed par M, Rumen avant son discoure, 
linpritod Ta page 37,4 a mite de ee dincours, En detoaidant ta tention eet fai 
au procivverbal, M. le Promior Délégué Néorlandals pris M. lo Secrcisire de celiac 
solgnewsoment afin que de pareils changements no soient pas faite aux procds-rorbune 
Pendant Fimspeeasion, 

Sur Tautoriastion de M. 1o Prixident, fo Secrdtaire fat obscrver quaut & Ja r 
do M. le Che * 4 Fimprowion du réglement do mosurage Russe, 
ue cette pldee dont il exltait que le texto primitif Russo, no pouvait étee communiquée 
en séance, Cost grice i Vobligeano do M, le Maron ‘do Steiger quil a requ une 
traduction Frangaise de eo document qui a pu dire ainsi ajoute au prochs-rerbel 
auquel il appartonalt, I ne manquers pas de s0 conformer, i Tavenins ant ondnee 
In Commission, 

Pour co qal est de Ia seconde observation Je M. le Promier Delégué dos Pays-Bas, 
dunt A Tinterrontion de pasaages d'un discours de M. Romean, en xignalant lew diitieultés 
vitabley do nidaction de protocates nussi long, le Scerctaire fait observer que le texte 

Went on tous points conforme, tant avec le procis-verbal la en abanece! 


que 


conti ee le 
uves typographiques qu'il n's pax mangué de placer sous les seus de MAL” lew Dulec 


‘avant de procéder au tirage definitis - 


Mle Prérident ouvre |x discussion aur le tonnage not, 


4M, Jansen (Pays Bas; 


con‘ormément & Yordre da 


déductions & fairo du tonnage brut pour 
ites, je me borneral pour le moment, 
nes aux navires A volles et A vapeut 


de Ia capacité utilisable des 
lement dex déductions qui sont comm 
‘et que je nommneral désluetions gincrales 
"Kn adoptant dans notee derniiro sdance a résolution que favals lhonnes 
proposer. nous avons établi que Ia determination du tonnage 
faucune diduetion, est le mieux effoctude par le 
dans la toi Anglaise (Articles £0 et 21). 
"Dans ectte résolution lex 


do vous 
brut d'un navire, sana 
imme Moorsom tel qu'il ext expend 


~une déluction ont été emplayés pour bien 
faire comprenire que now no ¥ re des exemptions dane le Mesurage 
de In enpacité totale da navire, On mesarers done Ia capacite entidve du navite mee 
‘90 omeitre quoi que ee soit de ferme, et afin qu'il ne reste nucon doute sur lex exjaces 
monurer. nous avons décidé, & Tunanimité, quo los ebargemente sure pont (deck. loas"t 
tho dovaient pas dire compris dans lo mesuroge, parce que Io chargement, soit en pas. 
agers, soit en marchand tout antre ordre d'idéen ot no pouvait tre 
adinin ‘dans lo. gyxtimne qui ost un aystime de capacité ou de 
iprimd dans Lunité le jauge do 100 pieds eabes Anglais, ou de 2m. 85, 

Kin adoptant, comme nook Yuvons fait, ce syatime de cubage, on doit abandonner 
Jen ides do jaugo qui ont prévalo pendant lex trois dernlers sécles, et dont ou n'a: pu 
Jusqu' prisont vaifranchis tout & fait. Il n'eat plus permis de parler de cargnison on He 
chargement re} comme on le faivait lorsque le deplacement fut Ja basc du aysteme 
He jauzenge avec une unité de poids quelconque, ou tel qu'il était pratiqué en Hollande 
HL ya (role sidclea, lorqu’sn certain chargement identique do sel ou de seigle en formait 


Kérieur du navire entier, dod suit la neces 
rcher-pac des déductions exposant se la enpacild utiksable par Jequel les arma 
feurs et les négociants seront en état de ealculer le port et le volume do chaque batiment, 
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i i ler leront. C'est pour cela que nous avons commencé 
Lyrae lems on oe mn que presents M. Je Délégus 4 Aerngne fie 
welge dans cer mots:—Le tonnage brat comprend le mesurage de (ous les expaces ae 
rate i paat nupérieor, ainsi que de toutes les constructions permanentes, cow 
lowes sr co poy que nows avons A résoudre d présent eat de savoir quellas déduetions 
“ae atfais delle cayacité totale, pour troaver Fexposant de Is capaci usable.” 
noe Aes longtemps que le systime de jangeage eee a Dene grabs eont . 
‘pour trouver lexposant de In capacité de tont le navire, alors on avait rarement 2 
Inca Petr cian. iequipage nit genralemont lng dans Vespa ead 
me jaugenge, oo ara arrimé sur ce_ pant lex provisions eau les soutespour les 
Fone eee element ta saute. poudre sc trouvait dans la eae, quand 36 navi 
it des ennons, comtbe fe presrivat Fusage a 
Mal Sis dans cos cep sda navigateurs hardis ot eutreprenants all - it i ire 
‘ ware avec dex navires irés petits, qui w’avaient qu'un seul pont 
SRS alent nterdleseat leu Oy vio ete geen dp 
et de Ty aipage an-dessour da pont, dans ia cale. Dans cox cas tour les espmoes lew 
rm Xrulpage et les différentos 2outes oeeupaiont as in ele, 
pera ielts de ln jauge, et con deductions wontaient queliue fois jusqu’h 43 pour ve 
eho sete ae calaalee par e ple, le logement du eapitaine & eel 
te logement de Mequipage & Tavant do navite n'étalont pas compris dans le jaugenge, 
me bu esconvonns de ae pas admettre 
Bac le reolation que nous axons ape, nous sommes conven de we ps anor 
do cattidnt date fe'memmnge’ noun ols gue eps tne di aie at 
connate « qu'on déduise enynite ae are nous jeroux de déduire, oa 
eae eee arcs de mbsyor malotensnt Jes dations fu emis 
a! avait jusqu’d présent et qui are étre ae es fame ae i aes ro 
‘tsiqeis cose fe meme aysteme de jaugoage, Par exemple, lo. vicus syat 
esas race een Halen e mime; War mano de mowsror Gait direne 
Droge er areeerh Tunica, {ext won seulement nceiairo de poser Me rly male 
Done Pe'vicn dedait la tanidee de Vappliquer ot pour ela, jo erois que nous avons bien 
“ra wadmatiant pas d'exemptions du morurage. 4 Saree 
* Ceyendant nou devon <n subir Jes conaéqvencn, a sons que now, aun 
‘exemptions, plus de déduetions qivon wadmottat nuparavant, 
faze, a ew cxenttone a Vesponant de Ia capaci. atladle roprvonte exacts 
neat re chose dans tous les pays et pour tous lox navies 
= ede Tana done dédaire du tonnage brat pour trouver cet exporan cast 
© Gund on ne mesure que le fond de la cale, Ia réponse porrrait étee tréw facile et 
Jame jo pals vous moutret un exemple de co qu’on déduisit lormqu'en 1085 on a 
ptliqa’ Ie ayntime de Moorsom au miewuraige da fond do ta calo. Mal cin an 
sexe Ia eapacite entivre da naviro, ln réponse est plus dificile, pareeque plus on wente 
dana lo vabmean plus on trouve dex passages qui doivent roster libres pour Jae ” oe 
on ur lo fonetionnement des différents services, melon la destination ou Vey os d 
cea Ce qui n'ert pas atilisable a dans a oo Le — 
F un autre voyage, ce qui cst rempli par une cortail O 
male ace tea Tinga de cr eee Sis ws pose 
cao wlos dluethons des étabisemvents pr . 
tous le cas pos core pura de tien Sire du capitan, don ofcrs ot. de 
See EU nécowait ‘ile motours, soit A voiles 
SL gui rout striclement oe ow Hen angels ots oi as 
quia, et ait toe Je jangeaze donoe un exprsant de teapacité utils, duquel on 
Deut devine par dee facteurs, trouve empiriquement, ce que chaque bitiment posrre 
oa i volume. s 4 
eanporter om poids et on yeah présent, de déluire toutes Yes espaces quime pouvaiont 
Aina om xt comvon jos machines et qu sient siletemeat necoulton 
servic y mettre de i renement. On 0 setilement adiis une exception pour des riivons 
Thaanince on favour des passagers du pont et cette favenr a ét6 ncconlée aussi pour uno 
‘aison analogue pour Te transport des animaux tr Je pout; on les comyris dans i 
efericns de pont qui ont ce exemphics,parceqelcs fe pouvaient de compris dans 
Feeaeee Sicomnat scion les prineipes que Je viens dexpoaer et qui out pas encore 
a Vieation rigourense, Nous Wevtons, je crois, tacher de remplir cette lacune 
en peceteant fost ex qui doit tire compris dans lee dédootions wénrales. “Par exemple, le 
ogement da cnpitaine, ceux des officers et de Tquipage soit quils se trouvent sur, 08 
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sous le pont supérieur; puis les différentes soutes pour les objets de rechange, les 
euisines ¢ Tee latrines pour Tisage des officiers de bord et de Véquipage; ef caf 
la chambre du pilote, Ie chombre du gouvernail ot toute autre construction permanente 
couverte et clove deilage Ja manceuyre du nurire et non pas pour y mettre des mar- 
chatidises on dex pasagers; rien ue doit étre déduit de ee qui sert, oa de cx qui est 
nécessaire pour los pnssagers on la eargaison. 

Crest sur ces déiluctions quo je pri la Commission de bien vouloir exprimer ses 
opinions, afin de pouvolr formuler d'une manidre nette, claire et peécise, tous les espacen 
qu'on déduinn et sus snelles limites twits resteeindrons ces déductions. 

11 ost inutile do vous dite, Messiours, que yar Vapplication de la loi Anglaise, telle 
quello était en 1551, los bétimouts 4 vapeur ont regu de grands avantages «ur les 
hitiments a volles, qui mont pas trouvé ano compeusation és ge8 
slonnés aus remorquenrs, dowt ils recoivent les services 4 meillew eonvéquettce 
dos grandes diductions qui four soot alhauses, Main ily a aussi dans beaucoup de pays, 
par exomple, dex droits slo phares quien a augmenté considérablement, parceque les 
Phares ont ét6 nugmontss pour lo service aecéldrs dex bitiments i vapenr, tandin que les 
navires i roiles te les aurnient pas exis. 

1 pour ccla, Messieurs, que j'espére que nous feronx disparaltre cette inégalité ot 
‘que none corrigerons Ia loi Anglnise de ves defiute 


M. Zamara 


 Mossieurs,-Moi ata jo suis houreux d'avoir pu coopirer avec rows dans Ia séance 
prlcidonte 9 fixer avee prévision tout ee qui devait étre compris dane lo tonuage 
ar lex révolutions propowes par nos honorables colligues, MM. les Dilégads dew Va 
Has et Allomagne. Par la résolution présontée par notre colligue dex PaysRas, nous 
avons adopts que lox chargements sur le pont ne doivent pas ére compris dans le mexur- 
age ot en effet, je etoia qu'on ne peut pax computer dans lo tonnage la eargaison qu'un 
naviro aarait éventuellement sur le pont, arcoque cote earguson affect le dplacement 
ot non la capacity, 
~ Parl tes marchandlves que You charge quelque fol sur lo pout, uno bonne parte se 
compose aillenrs, on dobjvts d'un grand encombrement qui me pourraient pax entror 
dans Ia eal du naviro, ou Vien dobjete qai par Wor nature particalidre doivent rester 


‘au grand air; wont changin dane cet endroit, plus par force 


voulant comput tonnage la marchandise chargée sur le pont, on agirait 
tout-dfnit contralrement au principe jusqu’d peésent observé pour Ia jaugeage, cost-te 
dire, on fora payor le contenu au lieu du contenant, 

©" Un tel ayntéme eauserait awai dex complications dans la pratique, parce quil fava 
que lex navires fusseut nspeotés et mesures chaque fois avant lour départ ot lour tonnay 
ornit toujours varinble, selon la quantité do nen qu'ils men Te pont, 
sorte qu'on no pourrait pas 

‘Fo ervin on outre qu'il f ceargaivon sur le pont ost 
pratiquée surtout par les t je suis de Tavis que pourva que Ia dite 
cargalson ne soit pas telle A préjoger la wireté de In navigation, il mo faudrait pss la 
taxer, solon le principe d'imposor lo moine possible des charges a co potit commerce, 
‘exercd ordinairement par des gens avec de bien faibl “ 

“En passant inaintenant i la question des déductions & pratiquer au tonnage brut, je 
commoncerai par celle qui regardent les navires A voiles ot spéctalement par les longe- 
uonts do Mquipage, 

“= Juaquid uno époqne comparativement récente, on avait lhabitade de loger dans 
In plupart des vaisjeaux marchands, Mquipage sons le pont & Vavant du navice ot 
ily avnit bien souvent do justex plaintes, parceque ces logement éaicnt situés dane une 
position bien pou salubre, sans ventilation, nt assez de lamigre, Kn Angleterre on 
A chetehé & remeadier & e fixant dans le * Merchant Shipping Act’ de 

par Féquipage serait exempté de la mosure pour le tonnage, 
lent aitoés sur Je pont supérieur, ot on limitait Ia déduction aa 
maximum du 6 pour cent da tonnaze brut, 

“La consiquenco do cette disposition a été que Tusaze commenca i se nipondre 
‘to plus en phi ile construire des dunettes sur le pont pour le logement de Méquipage . 
mois, aie fois Vexemption aceordGe sur le tonnage des espaces destinés comme demeure 
de Nequipage, los armatears ont réclamé une pare:lle facitité, mime lorsque ees logements 
teruient dans woo autre partie dn navire, poarvu qu'il fussent établis dans des conditions 
Coutecfaltpropres ot salubres. 

“ Dun autre eite, om avait romorqué que les constructions sur le pont offraient méme 
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fnconvésients ai elles étaient tris bien situées pour co qui concerie la ventila- 
Plasicurs incon icillcx Elaient, en revanche, (rts défuvorablement placées par rapport 
Ghie et hla mer qui arrvaicnt sur le pont, eee 
a a tamatiok de ces circonstances et dautrea encore, on a aceordé en Angleterre, 
en Tae teatta deduction des espaces de Téquipage dans le cael youre tonage 
it Wo Tew of curva quis correspondent & eertaines cond 
vive soft Te iew ob is soat situds, pouren qu'ls correspon erties conto 
ive que pour ebaque individu de équipage il n'y ait pas moi space de 
Sotelo ras Anglais avec 12 pieds do murface harizontale, que le logement. soit 
TRotesablement arrange pour Ye But augucl il st desting, constrat avec soliité, bien 
GERNe et ventlé protege fontre la plufe, Le veut ot la mer et non exposé aux éimanations 
it de Ia cargainon et Teau do Ta cale. me 
ar eelte deposition, on avait oté Ta limitation du & pour cent fxée comme 
soasimtin dase Bil de 1854 sss i part que les expires faites dans le doris 
Tempe aurafent. montré que do cette waniére dans plusieurs cas on demandait et on 
deondait pour Tquipage sxe déduetion beaucoup plus grande de espace qui dait 
raiment hécessaire pour leur installation; x je ne sus pas mal nformé, on eat mem 
Poecupé en Angleterre pour deider nar Topportunié d’introdulro do nouvono 1a 
Timitatton’ qu tit Sage dats Je Tl de 2834 on tne autre queleongue; mals Jo er 
ron uno déciion sur'ce point. ie 
Wo" TyAllemagne, Fawiiche Hoogrie, We Danematch, Ia France et Mtaio, dul ont 
ope netting’ do mesurage. pour, les sinvires, on principe oonformo au syntime 
sar vont’ malatenn pour Ine dédection de Teasing fe masinam dn por cot 
oars et jo Grols quil eat opportun, de contiouer avee cette imitation pour 
Dalaip baht tr Ee Mane la deduction pout Lespace de équipage, 
iro Ta caving du copitaine et dos 
ont suri dox expaces qui no 


je plan que posltle d 
nse fumed gant serait juste mie yc 
Hime de: bord Tes eulsiocn of les laeines, precy, 82 s0 
coer oe ates oceans pat la eargalson’ et eapondant Cun nécowité abvalve A bord 
oe a cxaminant dans quelle proportion eroissent es déductions qu’on accoriorait pour 
Teg nee te tate Huston, do 3 pour ecat on volt quil y ena aes, ot meme 
iuipage Je placa pour Tinstallation de T'équipage, 8, dans los vavires nudomus de 
Mooi aeeaan spar axomple, on ealculant quill faut, tout compl, une tonne Meqtco 

pour chaque home. : 

A en mve e 100s tad i a owe § hms 
Si ate aT, ee 

‘oo » 

rf a 

io : » 

too : & 

100 ; 3 % 


Vempace novordé no serait pas lo 
« Mais pour les navires anemone de 100 fonneaux, espace accordé no serait pas 
plas sourent aulfisant pour loger le homines nécessnires h xan rervice ; pour do 
Uitsespices de natieey je voudlnis proposet quran nevorde quo la deduction plese 
arriver au maximum di 7 pour eent da tonnage brut, aia 
<CJe crus nid Goon devrait adwetice en général, comme Yont fait Angleterre, 
Allemagne ot Italic que Yes expaces occupés par Téquipace solont deduits du tonnage 
sane aucune distinction sil a0 trouvent au-doons ou avedessous du pont; pourva toutefois 
pour chau personne ity ait par moins de 72 leds cubes depace ct de. 12 pied 
eee naluls do aurlace horiamtale, et que Jo logement meme corresponde aux 
Conditions hygidaiques propres i la conservation de la santé dos homme do m 
Mn dobora de la déduction. pour Mespnce ocrapt par la eabine du eapitaino ot des 
oiiclers do bordel le logement de I'éqage, Je pense, partaltement daccond ares notro 
saacsetbie eolléue do Payo-2us, quil serait bien Juste d'eevordor aux navires A voiles une 
delet sce sputes 4 voiles et cordages of d'antres objet de Ia wanauyre. 
Moeel Ton accorde aux navires A Yapoar woe duction Fete ence occu pa ow 
sets He cere amo, te se aque ep 
ilar, pour Te canglon st gu ferent nits vols ane dct yo iss 
Popa ae Selle eo cay Ueno do's ma, 
Puraque co sont des objets indispensables pour Ia navigation et constituent une annexe 
essentielle a la manitre de propulsion des navires i voiles, q 
(ery 6) 





“Pour de tels cepaces, je proposersi qu’on acconde éducti 

rnin Gis ode eid me $action contre ear 

ci dean erubante propotes, Messicurs, dadopter que dans les navites a voiles 
nh Lrespace desting exclusivement aux cabines du a 
logement ae Tequipage, pourra que pour chaque peru 

gs a a ngiais de volume et 12 pieds carrés de surfa rizontale et 


mer; en outre on déduicn aussi Tespac J 
Src ta aussi Fespace oceupe par Ia cuisine du honl et par les licux, 

“La dédustion. pour de tels espaces ne 
bru pout les navires au deauy de 100 tonnes 
tonnage. 


ct des officiérs de hord, 
ait pastmoins de 


pourra pas dépasier 6 pour cent du ton 
x, ot 10 7 pour cent ceux au demons de ee 


On déduira aussi Fexpace oveupe 
an pace ovcupe par les soutes i voles, ete, & cordage 
objets de la mangurre, josqu'an maxiinum de 2 pour cent C le jealegs = ee 


M. Togoves — 


 Mestieurs,—Une fois dtabli on pet 
f i on principe, le mestrage total dea eapucitéa inte 
aes mtn Sar a pn ee mag a da ina 
‘omplo} du’ diviseur 100 de la loi Anglaise pour la détermiunties dies 
navires, quelquon développeients sont nécemaires pour finer tes Hien 
Jogiquament mux dédsetions b fara aux navites boils = 
ning ant premier abord ards le aside de soamittre a taxation les 
raiment uiilables des navies pout lo transport dae marchanadises et gers, qa" 
9 aurait quis euber celles qui sont nécenaaires & Templacement da matériel de iropalln i 
sf de la mancoavre, aux logements do Tétat-major et de Tequipage et h Taper 
do vivees ct do tout co qual concerna los besolns de'la vie dea henmnah rok ee 
lox dele du tonnage brut, eee ee 
“ Mallieurewsement Tes &hosos ne so cle 
EE et a été da out dome Phabite de fatwa fos lle de as Patiqn 
ft ree Ia manson da pool et pour pévenie ce danger, at necdante eer vee 
ation aux déluetions quo l'on necorde pour cea diffeents obporn soa 
conta th autre eOte, Vemplot du diviseur 100 de a Tol Rage 
nes dédetions gil et Recomaire delice a 
“Ta méthode Moorsom comprenil dans lo mesurage 
bas, le travers courbes, le pds de hich, los done ey kee hy ee 
neers lcalation dx eulrgpont, qui frat dds dela eapacté ttle Ya 
Bares pout aeivr A Tuiiable ae diver en tenalt pas compte, come est fe as 
vio ath et wn ra nous Futons seca > uve ee Anelaerre wr Jog 
“ Dono, les déductions pour les naviren 8 volles sont limes jasqu’ 
message ous pour les naviro voles sont Hiltdes jusqe’d un certain poing 
“Ta Lai. Anglaine do 1864 no bornalt & une déduotio 
sont des Gquipages outre Ios expacen converts sut le pont aucéinen eng 
passers de pont dns ceraos crenstances 2 ee 
"Cette déduotion de 5 pour cent est ua nombre diffetle 
excomif; ot quolque les ctconatances dan lenquelles su troavent premiers wy salect ont 
tes mimes que colles des seconds, destings eu géndral 4 do lougues traverce eae 
urge Tneertaine, pour Yexquelles il’ faut dex logements plas commodies et ryacients ne 
serais pas moins dipoxt pour cela A accorder une petite amilioration ecyustiio ae 
moing de 100 tonneaus, mais sn attacher aucune Importance str ee point, “® 
1a uaPow st ids navires je erois quo lo 5 pour cent est wullisant, non seulement pou 
a logement do I'squpage, mais ausal pour celui den datemalors qua Wa pas fue d 
Beéeent compris dans les dénctions; ainsi il me semblerit tri ralconnable del fete 
Ggaril nux prinelpes, pourra tontelois qu'alles wexeddent pas 5 pour cont de tog 
Dion entenda Te logement des 6 ies, ae 
en cas, il se présente un abs qu'il ext nécessaire do prévoir, ¢' 
werner, tt a 
ef toga ce sit une guestion de a compton del police den ports yale forest 
smationale, je n'y vermis aucun inconvenient & Tadoption dee 
shires get oat dtd deals en Angleterre do'T2pieds cubes espace pour chesee nse 
¢ homme 


nage br 


nar lo loge- 
ATabri des 
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avec une surface de 12 pieds carrés comme minimum, pour que ces espaces alent le droit 
d'etre compateés dans les déductions. 

Ti est nécessaire enfin de mettre en rapportles déductions des appareils propres i In 
propulsion des mavires eoit & voiles soit A vapear; et comme pour ceux-ci, nous déduitons 
Eertainement les eepaces occupés par les machines, les chaudidres et le combustible, 1 me 
semblerait peu équitable de ne pas accorder aux navires fh voiles une certaine dédu 
fen worplns, pour les soutes i voiles et les agrbs de la manquvre qui réclament 
développement plus grand vessaire que pour les batemx & vapeur. Je yi 
done auel davis de déduire les volumes de ces espaces dans les grands navires 4 vo 


pourvirqu’lls ne dépassent pas le 2 pour eent du tonnage brat. 4 
rouve coudait 8 proposer les déductions 


+ Ainsi_on mo résamant je me ( 
pour lox navires 4 voile i 

«Pour los potilis navires au-dessous do 100 tonneau, le volume des espacos destinés 
aux logements di eapltaine ot do Tiquipage, pourva toutefoir quil ne dépasse pas le 
7 pour cent du tonnage brut an maximum ; 

+ Pour les grands navires 4 partir de 100 tonneauy, le volume des espaces 
Métat-major y compris le logement des équipages pourra que ce volume nexcisle pas le 
5 pour cent du tounage brut et que le logement de I'équipage correspondo au minivan 
de 72 pods cubes par homine et 12 pieds carréx do surfneo} ninsi que lox volumes dex 
soutes A voiles ot ceux des agris do In snancuyre mols rans ddparscr en aucun ens, le 
2 pour cont du tonnage brat. Jo nfautui pas d'aillours objections ico que eos cbitfros 
wolent restreints ni, fea expériences pratiquées en Angleterre nous on dénvontralent Ia 


justesso."” 
aM, Matte’ no eit blo los déductions sur Ye tonnage brut des navires on 
nal tellen quelle vlennent d'tee proposes, sirdelh de celle Gxée par Ta Loi Angas 
© 185A et adoptée par In muite dans les riglements sur Te tonnage de Allemagne, de 


TAutriche-Hongrie ot de Italie. z 

II croit quil y a do tris grandes raisons pour restrelndre entre cox limites lex 
Aéductions A fairo par le tonnage brut 

4 dabord, en ec qui gonierne fee logements des ca 
cco nornit tri iajuste quills ne fussent pas compris dans Ia iro ol par 

went exemptia dea taxes. Tl est usage danx ta marine Ltalienne, ot Waprie 
Popinion de M. Mattei dans ta plupart des marines marehandes que les eapitaines font 
un grin commerce pou leur prope compte ot quis portent vec eux des ronvcandigs 
‘inal dites de pncotille qu’tls ont soin de placer dans To logement qui leur est aisign’s Te 
Prot gu peuvent avoir dens ert en eertano muni un sy ipkiment do paye qui 
leur est nccondé par les amateurs ou propristaires, mais on ne voit pas do raison pour 
déduire du tonnage brut lespace occuph pour eet objet. 

‘Quant A Tespaco dosting aa logement de Téquipage, voit ln Toi Anglaise de 1854, 
soit Tos lols ot Rigloments d'autres nations qui en out’ adopté Jer prescriptions nen 
admottent Ia déduction que sous des condislons exactoment définies, ct dans In limite du 
Vingtidme da tonnage brut: et il est A remarquor que con conditions en font plutot une 
Aisposition ayant pour objet Mhysgiéne des dqui que toute autre chose. Tien do 
pareil ne sanrait étre avaneé quant au logement du eapitaine sur Métendue duquel 1a Joi n'n 
hllecent Nests do se préoccuper, Cet apace all que beaucoup dautr oh vie 
‘on ne pout pas placer des marchandises, et dont Il n'est pax fait mention dana la Joi doit 
tro compensé par le diviseur 100, Onn proposé de déduire les expaces ovoupts par los 
eisines ot es Tatrinen; ity 1b une dstinetion fare Je navire porte den paamigern 
in cuisine devra oceuper A Dont un expace amex considérable ot lew Intrines do meme, 

jaqu’on devra on installer wn certain nonsbre, sls en eo ens ces espaces rentrent dans 

[i calégorie de ceux destings ou logement et & la commodité des passagers, qui donnent 

‘un profit au naviro; il n'y aen couséquence aucune tnison en ce cas pour faire la 
Aédtction des cuisines et Icio. rs ‘a 

int AUX simples voiliers me fkisant paw trans pasiagers, si Yon réllGehtt ut 

te mate installation dee cuisines et des lateines $ leur ord, on voit comben il at 

Aico‘ de déterminer Yen espaces  mesurer pout Iw duction, sans compter que Cos 

vse mainticnnent dana dea proportions minimes ot tout A'fait négligenbles, 

M. le Dlégué d'lialic ne partage pas Navi que Von prime nccepter Jon déductions 
proposées pour les espaces occupés & bord dex navites & voiles par les agris, cordayes of 
Shjets de rechange, ainsi que par les voiles. En général emplacement oecupé 3 bord 
par ces objets rest pas déterming dane manidre asses fixe pour que Ton puisse en tenir 
fompte dane le réxistre da navire, qui doit darer autant que ss vie, ce qui donnerait Hiew 
A Bien des questions et des diticultés. 


apacioux, 


on 
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Mais il y a une raison bien plus impérieuse pour refuser toutes les dédnetions que 
Yon propose = que l'on se reporte an systéme de jaugeage qui a pricédé en Angleterre 
{TActe de 1854; on verra qu’alors pour les navires i voles il ait nullement question de 
Aéduetions ; lorsque la loi nouvelle, fondée sur le mesurage exact dos expnces intéricurs 
du navite fut adoptée, ou sait bien comment fut déterminge Punité de la nouvelle mesure, 
Cestuindite le diviseur 100. Par ce mode de déterninati par la Joi 
ancienne ne fut pas altérée. 

Mais si maintenant on venait A adopter de nouvelles déductions, il en résultorait ane 
‘veritable altération dans lunité de jauge, altération qui aurait. en outre l'incouyénient de 
he pas avoir les mémes effets en passant d'un naviro h l'autre. 

M. Mattel ne eroit pas que ce soit Tintontion de qui que ce soit de consentir A 

luéention de cette unité et par conséquent il ne peut quinsiater sur lo refus de toutes 
{Iéduetions propordes et sar Ia consetvation “pure ct simple des dispositions. du 
* Merchant Shipping Act” de 1884. 

Son Hecellence Salth Pacha ot M, le Colonel Korehibeff so réveevent dtexprimer leur 

nce aujet i Ia prochaine séance. 

M. Hargreaves se trouvo dans Ie cas heureux de pouvoir constaler que presque toutes 
Jes déductions pr par M, le Premier Délégué dex Pays Ras sont adniaee dans la 
{of Allemando, Veseoption, copenddant, du logoment da eapitaine qui ne fait pan partic 
de Hequipage, d'aprés le code de cominerco Allemande,  Dailleurs, cette difronee, af 

 ndmiee, serait tout au plus d'an § pour cent, Pourquoi déduire les nppartements 
Hes eupitainos souvent tris grands? Comment contrbler ee qu'on pourrait ¥ placer? 
ME, le Délégué d' Allemagne pense que la déduction & faire devralt étro'au plus ded pour 
cont ot n'admet pas la déduetion do 2 pour cont proposée pat M. Zamarn, 

M, le Président demande si la oi Allomanie parait 3 MAL ler Déléguis de ce 


Paya en tous points bonne et sls ne croient pas qu'on pourrait y introduire certaines 
Nalloationg Cee 
AM. Gillet w a avee tune satisfaction particulidre To principe do la Tol Allomanda 
soutcnu d'une manidre aussi belante par! Honorable Délégué Néctlandais. Tl ajoute on 
réponse & son Excollence Edbem Pacha qu'll ne croit pas A la pomibilité pour son 
Gonvervem carter de cette lol, faite apri dex étuiles. cons 
multiples brass état général ‘do In question ot pris on considération, non 


seulemont lox lois, mais aves lea projets de lois dog autees nations, 

Pour ce qui covcerne les quostious de détails dos déluctions & faire, (lest davis ave 

M, le Daligué ‘Italic que ni la cabive du eapitaine ni 1s soute A vol 

duites. Quand & Yopinion do M, le Délégué d'Autslebe-Hougrio de 

Aéductions pour Tquipage que wi los oxpaces qui leur sont amignés sout conformes aux 
Figles do Uhygione, M-le Vremicr Délogad d'Allemagne fait observer quo ccs con 
sidérations, par cllesmémen tris:justes et logiques, no sautaient pourtant pas entter dans 
un syatdine do mosumage, mais dans. une loi qui fixorait los drolta dew matclots vie-l-vie 
du cnpitaine ct des amateurs, dans ano lol de police pour Tex navires, 

Apris dtre péniblement ‘arrivé aprts de longues expériences, 4 fixer Jo chiffre do 
5 pour cont comme maximum pour Jos voiljers, il-y aurait in 
chifire. “Mame sl réellement Je maximum de & pour cent no sullisat pas toulcitoi, ce 

ui west pas proud, il y aurait Iiew A xe d wortan de proposer’ un 
changement sur ex point, le 

Quant aux latrines, M, Gillet eat davis qu'il y auruit lieu de les enviaager sous deux 
Points de yuo différents, Sicex expacea xe trouvent sur Io pont aupériout, ils no-devraient 

tire memurés. Bis no trouvent source pont, ils devraignt étre déduita dans To cas on 

Is vont uniquement commorés & Vasage de Péquipage, 

Mle Colonel Stokes, on aboriant lex questions que son Honorable Colligne dex 
Paye-Bas a désigné sous lo nom de déductions ginérales qui faut faire dis tonnage brut 
de tou len navires, soit A voiles soit & vapeur, doit avouer quill y a une grande ditjeulté 
qui provient do Ia presque imposibilité d'necotder dea dédactions do la nature indiquee 
‘sans exposer i des pertes les revenus qui dépendent les droits prélevés sur les navires. 

Crest pourquoi en Angleterre od on a une expérience assex étendue de Velfet do ces 
Méductions, on tuche maintenant plutdt d'en rextroindre le nombre quo do les augmenter, 
VHonorable Delégus d'Autriche-Hongrio, M. Zamara, a tris bien exposé Vhistaire des 

notions pour Féquipaze faites par les lois Anglaises A différentes reprises pendant lex 
Miogt ans ; et il a correctement dit que dans le dernier projet de lot soumis aa 

Joment, une limite & ces déductions a é€é4 de nouveau introdaite. M. le Colonel 
Peer Galt cepetiant observer que ces déductions ont éte fates dé Torigine, non pas 
pour favoringr Ie bitiment en I'exemptant d'une certaine partic de ses droits, taais dene 
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i ‘clots un logement couvensble; chose & laquelle 
Te wpa pence pouterinsner aus Tongtcrope que Ton taxat Tespace oCeupé par exx, 
Mais Vou hrest pax décidé & Mheare qu'il est a recommander le maintien de In deduction 
pour ['équipage, car on a constaté en plusieurs eas une des rosons pratgues pr le 
Teoyen de extn deduction. La dif de controler des Gasions de sli inde Je 
Gouvernement dadmettre de déductions queleonques. jefe nds 
tune ingérence continvclle et une inspection vexatolre qui scraient opposcos & Tesprit des 
institutions Anglaise. - . : 
tition a eg de tiles dicalt& avee cate sele Ukduction pour Vexpues cons par 
Wequipage, quest-ce que seraiat celles quentraineraitVexetptin do taxation des pties 
du bitiment occupéer par les afficiers du bord, par les pidees do rechange, par les soutex 
doi c * "i ea 
" sidiro ln estan disposé b augmeotor Ie nombre deg 
dédostonst oh dts stan elre ea’in vole de los fare ob xtcn que Von pout darter 
Qoelqoos rns des honorable An Common nt pa en Sve de plsionre 
déductions et surtout ont isiaté quil sotalt Juste daccarder aux navires A voles dea 
deductions pout lee voutes volley 4. eondage’, Se, pour Le motif guune daction ext 
faccordée. aux. bitiments A vapeur’ pour letra’ machines et leat combustible. MT eet 
copendant A observer que celle demiére deduction ne comprend pas Fempace occups par 
Jor growen piteas de ‘reckangse pout Is machine, pour los voilox ot 1a mature qui’ no 
trourent aumi i bond dun navire A vapeur, espace quivest analogue i eclit assigud. atx 
Holmes objets 4 bord dun navire & voilen, Bi Yon nccordle ces déductions, pourqu 
Facconleritean pas davtres aux copaces occupe par Tes installations sap pour lox 
rues, poupes, appareils do. gouvernal, Key, par lew ancron ot chaines, tes mkts, 8, : 1 
‘a pas do limite b tout cela, Toutes ces deductions pourrient Ctres juates en théori, 
mals M, le Colonel Stokes eroit qu’on ne peut pas se lancer sur es théories sans courir le 
ve de pera do one reaits dis” Théoriguement ous somncs arty eh 
tery i an yrint de conaicr toute duction mauvaiss, as uous devens 
au tocins pour qualgues sides encore, eu zonintenir ube, & savott la deduction nega 
x navires A vapeur pour emplacement de leur motour et combustible, Cotte déduo- 
tion ext nécossairo parce que le tontiage ‘nulte, 64 depuin Pintroduction de 
‘apeut, In reepiton des droits de navigntin ae 
"a rai Gonvermoment Iiannique a adm dane loaned 81. Aott, 1872, cid dana la 
dy. 32 Octobre par un de MM. lon Déleguds de France, qui y a do fortes raisons 
eneber vers adoption ‘du tong, nutcase bao do elt perception, aust 
je T'entente pourra x ahr partout pour la rédnetion proportcan ide nr 
Ie tonnage net. Nous no rections pax devant elt Cioniton, ppuyée queen pat 
Jes ditcultés de rigler ln diductions, mais puinquetee nota le travall de plusieurs ann 
arriver une telle reduction do tarfs ot 3 tne entente entre les nations maritimes, nous 
recinnaions Te Besoin de Br em altendant tea gles pour fe tonoge net, Coma 
ows avons dG dit, les déductions générales devralent étre les moins nombreusen. poe 
sible, sidérant nous ns pas outlier que la Cotnmaission n'a pas fonction 
arte Uiichanes diteiinas sts be eames is Gertie cds 
tecommandatlons aul unanimes que poribles. Par conséguont nous nous associons 
recoutmandationy A faire on commun “pat la Comission, mals nous entendone 
10 chaque Goavernement est libre de Tes nccapter ott de Tos rejetor- ; 
Crest surtout sur eotte question de enpaclté utiliable que noua derons réverv 
notee Gourernowent aoe lve bere Paci Lot Anglave We pos Jo prea. 
sxomplé de taxation tout Fespace non uliliable. aw 
CvePraprés co. que ju dit rlativement au dase dn Gouvernement Anglas on principe, 
de taxer tout Te corps du navi, la Commission comprendea qu'on Ne Yeut pas aller trbx 
loins dans un sens contrairo ot surtout quand il agit de déduire les espaces qui se protont 
si facilement A des Gvasions tel que len cablnes,soutes voile, fe ; 
"Tout ca quo nous avons coment A déduire jusqua présent, ce sont lex espacos qui 
anifestomenk ne peuvent pus to atiisée pout Ta production de fat, ex Taian sous fe 
poids de taxalZon plasieurs espaces qai en quelques elteonsiances, peuvent étre utilisables 
ox pnts de at, asin, von Paes ne Tesla gm Gale par osc 
Eiddrations, noms donncrons sous niverve Je approbation, de Jourernemient nos 
: dons form M_ le Délagué dos Pays-Bas. 
ee ee ee os PAT Ie Chevolir. de Kove IMC es Daiigus 
itanniques proposent de poset en principe tant pour cent, M. f Colonel Stoker répon 
stimattameny be njuiank quun erase tothe ne devrait pu re pase ef eon 
jermit sentendre pour le maximum. aoe : 
ser te Caeral de Hetlestoma fit bmerver que Cest justement ta ain des 
(ot 
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Aédvetions qui est encore en suspens en Sude et qu’on risttend que sa sclution pour 
Procéder 4 Vadoption definitive du systtme Moorsom. Une Commission fat envoyés en 
Augloterro et cn Allemagne afi darter A une appréeiation exacte des deductoos & 
faire; de grandes difficultds se présentent cependant dans la pratique ¢t la Commission 
conelun pour Tadoption d'un per-eentage. 

T1 faudrait un comité spécial de teebniciens qui €tudicraient dans tous ses détails la 

estion des déduetions dans le cas of om voudrait les fixer, A moins qu'on n'adopte une 
Imite de per-centage qui serait trourée juste par la Commission et ‘de nature éviter 
toute fraud 

‘M, Jansen (Pase-Tas) en remerciant MAM. les Délégués d’Allemagne pour leurs 
Agveloppements, s'y réfere pour prouver, on réponse A Nobjection faite par AL Mattei, 
aque la proposition qu'il a presentée nest pas eoatraine au Ini existantes 

‘On a pritendu que Te logement du capitaine n'a jamais encore été déduit ; mais c'est 
¢¢ qui se protiquait avant 1834, Pn Hollande, tant de logement du eapitaine que eelai 
do Péquipaze ont été toujours denuits, car C'est’ une erreur de ervire que la eapitaine be 

fait pas partic de I'équipage, Aussi persiste-t-il A demander Ia déduetion’ tant da 
Togement du capitaine que de celui des oficiers, 

M, le Premier Délegué des Pay has aborde ensuite la réfutation d'autres objections, 
On a pritenda quion pouvait mottee des marchandises dans ces logements ; mais on pout 
ea dire sutant pour toutes les parties i ddduiro, ct la conséqvence serait Quan me 
déduirait rien du tout, Mais si jamais le tonnage brut dtait adopté comme base de 
perception, on verrait alors quion devrait faire beaucoup plas de déduetions que maine 
Tenant, Le tounage brut, qu’oo a souvent propost pour lex docks, ext welon lal Ja plas 
mauvaise ct Ja plus injuito base de taxation pour ta navigation, surtout pour colle-a 
vapeur, On Je-votrn bient@t en Angleterre, a jamale on T'applique; 

M, lo Colonel Stokes pare admettre des déductions limitées pour les eabinos ; 
3K Jnien cot aed dvi ull ft des Units; Hyon ar toon ar on mets 
mmaxinum pour le total dex déduetions qu'on ne pourra jamais dépascr. Le but de sa 
proposition n'est pan d'augmonter les déduetions, mais de se préserver des exemptions, 

M. le Premior Délégus des Payn-Das insisto sur le fait que les dédactions propoxtes 
no sont pus plus grandes quaupararant et qu'il fat avant tout mesuree tout Le arte, 
On vorra, alors, que Je tonnage het seta augments, tandis qu'on ne voit. rien du tout en 
conservant les exoinptions, 

-M. le Colonel Stoker Youdrait seulement constatér que son obxcrvation concernant 
Joa cabincs ext purement porsonnello et qu'elle a 6té émise par lui sous la réworve exprease 
de lapprobation de son Gonvernoment, 

LL states Stk G Siactar a récoaee UML Téaoen (Paye"Dassj Qui /nteahpenserdls 
d'avancer que des exciaptions existent maintenant, quo par lon diminations propoules on 
metir fi bcos exemptions et que le nnage devia en dire nécouairemeat augment, 
Tes navies ot acteioment evar yartut oh eter : 

AM. Hargreaves fait constater en ‘AM. Mattei que toux les ees sur lo pont 
no sont pas mesures en Allemagne, fy n des Uédueticas ot Goa exemptions ot 3h Ie 
Promior Déligus dex Pas-Bays ost purfaltement correct dans ce qu’ a avence. 

ML le Colonel Blokes bjecto que toute oxpace fermé et couvert eat menand ou Angle- 
terre et qu'il n'y a paa d'exemptions dana la loi de son pays, quoiqu'll y ait cortataes 
xcoptioas ndtlsea dans les Instructions axx jaageury. 

Sur une demande faite par M. Hargreavos, Mf, Jowsen (Pays-Das) admet que von but 
eat do commencer par mosurer tout, et de procéder, apris, aux deductions.” Il faudra 
constater que la Commission a dtabli de tout mesurer d'opris In résolution de M. de 
Daligué WtAtlemagno, votse par la Commision. 

A, Togoree avtire Vattention de ses collégues sur les sontes A voilos, Les batowux 
A vapeur en ont ausal, mais les yoiliers ont besoin de beancoup plus de voiles do rechange, 
par conséquent de soutes analogues pour les placer; il ne serait pas juste de vouloir 
rofuser aux voiliors un potit béwéfice de 2 pour cent.” Les diffialtés alléguées disparat- 
fraient du moment qu'il y a limitation, i n'y » pas d'abes. 

Passant ou logement du capitaine dans lequel on a dit qu'on pourrait placer des 
marchandlses, M. le Délégué d'Espagne est d'avis que du moment quon admet celle 
Gkdvctlon avec Timitation, tout abus devient: Impossible, Qoant sax petits narires de 
cabotag, In question ne présente aucune portance. 

E Hargreaves est opinion quion commettrait une grande injastice en admettant 
Je point de yue développé par M. le Délégué d’Espagne. On trouverait alors sur ‘chaqao 
navire Wn Utergrand expace déigné anx voiles, aux cordages, &c., cb aumitat sorti du 
Port on y placerait des marchandises. M. lo ‘Déégué dAllemagne ne voudrait pas 
augmonter les déductions et trouve le & pour cent enticremont saflisant, 


M. le Colonel Stokex sjoute que faire les déductions dans le sens mmtme de T'étendue 
limitée propose par MM. les Délégués d'Aatriche-Hongrie, or serait diminuer trés sen- 
siblement le revenn total des ports, phares, docks, &e., de son pays. On propose, par 
exemple, dajoater aux déductions des navires a voiles 2 pour cent du tonnage brut. 

Ta'marine marchande Anglaise, comptant ylus de 7,000,000 de tonnes, dont au 
‘moins 1,000,000 appartiennent a des havires A voilés, ces 2 pour cent constitueraient une 
diminution de $0,000 tonnes qui cesscraient ji payer Jes droits, sans compte des navires 
Strangers qui enrent dans ls ports ct y pent lex memes droits, Les autres pays souf- 

iraient également d'une telle réduction du tonnage. 
Fienett Foyer dit quaprés ls exlicaons donnees par MM. lx Délgués do ln Grande 
Brotagne, | vondrait aussi que le & ponr cent da tonnage brat ne soit pas dépass6 comme 
maximum pour toutes les déductions faire pour les navires A voiles; In ditainution 
Prodaite, sans cela, dans les recettes des droits de taxation, tds graves dans ectlains pays, 
Empichersiont peut-ttre darriver a unification de la jauige, but principal de la Com- 
mission, par ane raison de chiffres. Sous co rapport, il'ne saurait méconnaitro Mimmense 
iqne quion a en Angleterre dans les travaux de statistique maritime ot V'nntorité 
igitime que les déelaratious do M. le Colonel Stokes doivent exercer sur tous los membres 

Conférence. - 4 
ae etpsoen (Belgique) voudrait claremont Gable ee qui wera Adit, 

‘M. Janarn (Pays-Bas) prio M, lo Président de metire aux voix les différentes propo~ 
sitions gui ont trait A eetto discusion. On corrigerait ainsi point par point les imper~ 
fections de Ia loi Anglaise. Un principe est da universellement admin>— y 

ion de ce qu pot mrs ou qu ot nena pour los panagers ne sare rid. 

Un second principe sur lequel ily aaccord cest quil y aura une déduction pour 
et tS ramimion consuliée par M, le Préiden admet qu'il y aura une dduetion pour 

logement do Méquipage, avec Himites 
ee adeat ok aux voix ls propositions saivantes pesentées par M, Jo Promtér 


Déleget bs Bayelans 
faurn-t-il une déduction -— 


1. Pour los cabines des officiers avec limites ? 
‘Ont voté pour -— : 
L’Allomayne, |'Autricho-Hongrie, la Belgique, "Espagne, les Pays-Bas, In Sudde et 
ta Norvége, la Turquie, 
Ta Grande Bretagne, VTtalie, In Russie ont nisorvé leur vote. 
Pour les cabinex du eapitaine avec limites ? 


‘Ont voté pour -— : a 
LiAutricho-Hangtio, [Bspagne, les Pays-Bas, la Sudde ot Ia Norvégo, ln Turquie 


L’Mlemagne, la Belgique, Ia Grande Brotagne, WItalie, et la Russic, ont réservés 
leur vote. 

8, Pour los cxpaces couverts ct clos nécomaires A la roanouvre du navire (gouver- 
sail, &e.) sue le pont supérieur avec Timiton? 

Ont voté pour:— 

LAllemagne, TAutriche-Hongrie, In Telgiquo, VEspagne, In Grande Bretagne, 
Tlie, les Pays-ltes, la Rumio, la Snide ot In Norvége, ln Turquie. 

4, Pout les cuisines, si elles sont établics exclusivemont pour I'Squipage t 


Ont voté pou r 
LAutriche Henge Espagne, Ia Grande Bretagne, les Pays-Bas, la Russie, 


la Budde et la Norvége, la Turquie. 
LAllenagne et a Belgique oat réservé leur vote. 
Liltalie sest prononcée pour la négative, ; a 
5. Pour les privés destinés aux officiers ot les Intrines pour l'équipage ? 


FA ee Pemiciche-Hongrie, a Belgique, YBspagne, la Grande Bretagne, lea 
Pays-Bas, Ia Russi, Ia Suite ot la Noreége. 
Liltalic tla Turquie out réservé lear vote. 
I Président rot aux yoix un. amendement de son Excellence Salih Pacha sur 
a Pete truce dentines atx passagersseront également duit? 
‘Ont rots pours 


ae ses cece a réserve que cot lattines s¢ trouveraient sur Je pont :— 


‘Allemagne, I'Autriche-Hongrie, la Belgique. 
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Ont vots contre — 
LEspagne, Ia Grande Bretagne, \'talic, les Pays-Bas, ln Suéde, et la Norvége. 
A la suite de ce vote, la Turquie adhire également ila proposition sous le No. 5. 


6. Pour les soutes a voiles et soutes & cordages limitées pour les voiliers ? 
Ont voté pom 
L’Autriche-Hongrie, Espagne, let Pays-Bas, Ia Russie, Ia Suéde et Ia Norvége, ot 
Ia Turquie. 
rae Onk relé contre -— 
LiAllemasgne, la Belgique, ta Grande Brotagne, et I'Ttalie 


AM. Zemara propose la résolution suivante -— 
“Toutes les déductions de tonnage brut pour les navires  yoiles ne pourront pas 
Aépasser To muximium de 7 pour cent.” 
M, le Président met aux voix Ia motion de M. le Délégué d'Autricho-Hongeie -— 
‘Ont vote pour :— 
[sAutriche-Hongri, Tes Paye Bas, 
‘Ont vot contre 
Tralle ln Belgique, "Espagne, la Grande Bretagne, ITtalie, la Suide ot la 
Norvéigo, la Turquie. 
Ta Ruse résorre son vote. 
AM, Horgreuces propose comme amendemont A la motion Austro-Hongroise de fixer 
to maximum dew dédvchons pour ls vliers 16 poor cont aves la néduetion auivante == 
“Touton les dédactions du tonnage brut pour les navires A voiles we pourront pax 
dépamer le maximum de 6 pour cont.” 


MM. Hargreaves ot Gillet n'ayant pax adbéré A une observation faite par M. de 
Kosjok qu'il serait justo d'ajoutor quelque chose au maximum pour lex voiliers, parce 
quo la Conmision'a dit admis par majorité une augmentation de 2 pour cent poor 
cordages ct voiles, M. le Prévident mot aux voix Vamondement de MM. les Délégués 
Allomands, 

‘Ont voté pour » 

L/Allomagne, lo Belgique, VExpagnc, les Pays-Bas, la Sudde ot In Norvége, la 
‘Parquio, 

Ta Grando Bretagne, ITtatle, ot la Russie, ont réservé leur vote. 

Ti'Autricho-Hongrio a vot contre, 

M. le Président lor6 la wlance, 

Lae Président, 
(Gigné) EDHEM, 
Lo Seeritaire, 
(Bigné)——Canatufovorr, 


sil 
Inclosure $ in No, 623. 
Commission Internationale pour te Tonnage. 


Procis-Verbal No. 11.—Séance du $s Novembre, 1873 (25 Ramazan, 1290). 
Présidence de son Excellence Eowe Pacna 
Présents: 
Pour I'Allemagne— 
M, Gillet 
M. Hargreaves, 
Pour }'Autriche-Hongri- 
M. Je Chevalier de Koxjok. 
M. Zamari 
Pour la Belgique— 
M. Camille Janssen, 
Poor 'Espagne— 
Don Joaquin Togores. 
Pour la France 


Pour Ia Grande Brotagno— 
M. le Colonel Stokes 
Sir Philip Francis 
Pour Ia Greee— 
M, Anargyros 
Pour Italie 
M. lo Commandeut Matto, 
M. Je Chevalier Vernoni. 
Pour les Pays-Bay— 
M. le Chevalier Jansen, 
M. Ke 
Pour ta Rusmio— 
M. le Colonel Korchikof 
Pout Ia Budde ot la Norv 
M. le Chevalicr de eidenstamm 


Pour la Turquie— 
Son Excellence Billiem Pact 
Son Exeellonce Balih Pacha, 


M. te Président prévente 4 la Comminion M. Abgyropoulo comme Déligué pro- 
risoire de Russe, en Tabsenice do M, le Baron de Blolger ss 

Le Scord(aire donne lecture dit Provés:Verbal No. 10, dont la signature ost renvoyée 
i In prochaine sance, 

M, le Colonel Korehikoff demande ta parole avant d'entrer A Yordre du jour, pour dire 
quiatin d'éviter tout malentonda quant aux votes qu'il a mix & la demidre aéance, il eroit 
dovoir Jes motiver do la maniére muivante >— 

Pour troaver la capacité totale d'un navire on mesurera tout ce quise trouve ‘au: 
dessous du pont. On y ajoutera tous les esprees eouverts et clos qui sont sur le pont 

i Fexeoption roule de Tespace occupé par Te logement de l'équipoge jusu'h 
at ot on diviacra par 100 pour avoir le dort. 

M. le Colonel Korchikof? croit que ce systiine est Je plus rationnel, car il entre dans 
Ja méthode Moorsom et a Vavantage de ne rien changer dans les papiers de bord, 

Crest dans ce sens que ses votes doivent étres compris 

Par conséquent, 4 Tavis de M. le Délégné de Russie, les déduetions qui ont été 
opénées, entrent dans le caleul du diviseur adopté. Si lex déduetions votées ont. pour but 
@arriver & la connaissance exacte de Ia eapacit6 utilisable, il faudrait alors mesuret tout 
ce quill y a de non utilisable dans le navire et le dédaire dé la eapacité total 
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M, Anorgyros demande la parole pour déclarer quil réserve son vote sur les résolution 
volées i In derniére stance, A Inquelle il n’avait pas assisté, désirant Etudier le procte- 
verbal y relatif, 


Son Excellence Edhem Packa fait la communication snivante :— 


“ Messiours,—Avant do passer i l'ordre du joar, je crois utilo de résumer en quelques 
mots ensemble des discussions de la Commission dont la premigre phase a été close par le 
vote de Vavant demnitre séance, mais qui, en apparence, a manqué de Yusanimité si 
désirable on pareil eas. 

Je dis en appatrence, ear, en examinant les choses de pris, on constate heureusement 
quill Sagit bien woins d'une divergence quand au fond, quiane divergence de pure forme. 

“En offot, lo motif assigné & cette abstention la rattacheralt i une divergence 
primordiale sur la manidre dentendre les instructions adreméos acx Délézvée Ottomans 

Ces instructions sembleraient accorder la priotité de discussion A la capacite utilisable 
Yopinion contraire avant prévala au soin do la Coomission, quelques uns des Delégata se 
sont diclards dans Vimpossbilité de ou tonnage brut, sane 
contrevenir aux instructions qu’lls tenaient de leurs Gourernoments, 

“Or, je no pense pax me tromper en aflitmant, quien adtewant A nox Délégués les 
déelarations auxquelles on» bien vonlu se rapporter, le but da Gouvernement fmpérial 
init bien plas d'indiquer lex questions qu'il sazisait de diseuter et de réoudte, que do 
prosorire Yorlte dans lequel eos différontos questions varalont posses ot discutée 

essentiel, et la lctare: des peocts-vartaae be labs warun donte.sur_ce-point, 
Vessontiol, disse, c'est quo la Commision, en x0 pronongant aur le mode d'évaluation du 
tonnage brut, n'a entenda pesuger Ia discussion d'aucune autro question. Mime & 
déthut dex déclarations expresos que jo rekive dans les opinions expritnées par MM. lox 
Délégués, fl n'y aurait pas lion de craindre qu’au sein d'une Commission ai pendtrde du 
caractire objectif de ses trnvanx, une intervertion dane Fordre du jour ou ne involution 
do discumion pulse amoner Ilitaination d'ano partie dex questions aur lesquolles devraient 
porter nos études, 

“Tl viont d'étro établi que pour Pévaluation dt tonnage brut, on no saurait mieux faire 
que de se tenie au ayattme Moorvomn, tol quil a été fo c 
Ta Tot Anglaise de 1854, Lowarguments techniques invoqués bTappui et les eomsidérations 

ix'on w fait valoir en favour do I'utilité do I'adoption da diviseur 100 et de nation 
une riglo de mesirnge qui ext aujourl’hni d'une application presque générale, Gtablissent 
cotto résolution sur une base qu'il 16 Capprécier. La Commission a. pensé que 
Panité typo do jangeago ne saurnit dre 1a de poids, ni lo tonneau do frét ou 
Wencombeement et quello ne pourrait ntée que par Vunité obtenue 
apris In niyo de Moorsom, qui repose sur le 

“Tl y a 1 un pas deen dane la voi Crest co qu'on ne saurait 
méconnaltre, La formule fondamentale ainsi trouvée, il noge reste A déterminer lex 
‘ppieations qu doivent en prélae I cpacité utiisablo 

"Des i 
développ 
do MM, loa Déliguds 
connaitre la eapacité utiliaablo, ot résoudro ainsi i ta fois les deux 
opinion, combatte par Ia majorité, a &Ué repouss iu quo la Commission, conformé- 

ent i ordre da jour, avait arrité que pour arriver A la capacité uilisable, i! faut 
Wabord connaitre la eapacité totale, et comme il w été reconnu que lo aystime Moorsom 
‘est colui par lequel on obtiont avec Ia pins grande approximation le tonnage brut d'un 
navire, In Cominission I'a.adopté avec eon diviseur 100 qui est inherent a eo aystdme, 

Sane vouloie anticipor, qu'il mo soit permis d'ajouter que dans Yensemble des 
pérations qu'esigera te du tonnage brat an tonnage net il x0 pourrait que les 
‘Alémonts do rectifieation fuwent combinés drentucllement, surtout en ee qui concerno les 
nayiros d machines, de tmaniete A faire disparaitre entidrement dans Ye ealcul final, les 
ditfirences que proscnterait le tonnage net comparé au tonnage veaiment utilisable, 

“La dixcwsion des hommes eompétenta que la Conumbssion & runis, Gelaircra dvidem- 
ment ces points de nouvelles Iumidres, Je pense seulement que notre Comminion doit 
tonir A ue pas roculer dans ses délibérations devant dew problimes qui se raltachent 
directement a Ja question du tonnage et qui constituent autant de questions nes 

"Dans ces conditions, j'ai la conviction que Vunanimité si désirée parmi les Delégués 


‘le Ia Commission ne pout plus faire Yobjet d'aueun doate; ainsi entendue, Fceuvre 
Mportaate que la Commission vient déji Uaceomplit, tout en gugnant en force et en 


ny 
solidité, acquiert un caractire we géndealits, qui, par cela méme la place, je suis heureax 
ele constater, au-desus de toute objection et de toute eritique.” 


M. le Colonel Stokes Sassocie au veen exprimé par M, Je Président ot eroit quiaprés 
cette déclaration MM. les Délégnés de France seront persuadés une fois de plus, que In 
Comission est loin dexclare de son examen la eapacité utilisable et ne voudront plus 
prolonger leur abstention, en tous points regrettable, de la Conférence, 

Son Excellence Salih Pacha fait observer que pour ce qui et de Ia eapacité totale 
des nasires, In Commission a décidé, 2 une tres grande majorité, que le systéme 
Moorsom avec son diviseur 100, réunit en principe toutes les conditions d'une formule 

xacte pour un tonnean type, mais comme la eapacité totale ne détermine pas la capacité 
utilisable, In Commission s'oecupe en co moment & rechorcher sil y a lieu d'y fairo des 
seduction i per ven 5 

Quelques déductions ont, &é propasées dans Ia derniére séance par M, le Premier 
Delégué des Payollas ot par MMonorable Mi, Zamara qula si bien démbatré Vopportunité 
de tenir aussi compte do cortainox ndcessités propres aux navires a voiles, et surtout 
A coax au-dewous de 100 tonneaus, I a été dit, et tris justement, par I'Honorable 

uo les parties non ulilisables dont il s'agit wo trouvaient comprises dans Ia 

cela Vavis de M. lo Délgué d'Ttalio, son Excellence 

Salih Pacha n'en diffire que pour quelques minimes parties qu'il eroit’ non comprises. 

U partage daillours, au xujot de eos deductions opinion exprimée par la pluspart de ses 

colligues, que lo maximum n'en devrait point dépamer 9 ponr cont, Sank voulolr 

prijuger en quoi que oe soit le travail de la Commission, M. te Délégué do Turquie pense 

wut Ja eapacité totale des. navires A voiles la déduction A faire n’était pas moindre 

pour cent et supérieure A & pour cent, on aurait de cette fagon, tréwexnctement, la 

tilisable, 

te President fait observer qu'a Tavis de Madtilly Effendi, adjoint technique de 

on Excellence Salih Pacha, une deduction qui ne seralt pas moindre de 3} pour cont 

‘rar le Lonnage brut acrait. Gguitable. Cette opinion est basde mir des expériences faites 
sur environ mille navires & voiles 


M. le Colonel Stokes = 


“ Messleurs,—La question qui nous oecupe anjourd'bul, est de swvoir quellon 
Aéductions dovraient tre opéries sur le tonnage brut d'uno mavire & vapeur pour tenir 
compte de Vespace oceaps par Je moteur et le combustible. Avant dexaminor état 
actuel de cette question, Ik Commission teouvern peut-étee intérit 4 entendre un court 
exposé de ce quia été tnit & diverses époquen pour régler les déductions doy Vintro: 
Auction de la vapour. 

“ La premidro loi en Angleterre remonte 41819, Dapris cotte toi la longacur do la 
chance do la. machine dial slealég aa zalvon do Je-longocur do. la qulve. Cette 
dernitre longueur était alors une des trois dimensions dont La multiplication donnait le 
ceubage pour constater le tonnage du navite. 

*On voit done que In déduction était en proportion direct de ces deux longucurs. 
8i Ia Longueur de In chambre était le tiers, la moitié, ou Tex deux tiers de la longer de 
In qaille, Ia déduction <tait le tiers, la moitié ou Jes’ deux tiers du tonnage total. Elle 

ro entre los extrémités de Ia chambre. Il faut 
it de mettre des marchandisos dans Ja chambre, 
© loi, mais sans prohibition de mettre lex marchanidisas dans espace 


“Chacune de ces deux premidres lols aceardait In déduetion d'un espace beaucoup 
Ee grand que le volume réel de Ia machine, co qui prouve d'une maniére indirecte que 
Yon avait voulu accorder un expace pour le coinbustible. 

“Le grand défant do cox lois était de permetire que la machine pt &tre installée en, 
deux compartiments trbs expacés, entre lesquels on trouvait moyen d'intercaler dex eabines 

‘Cone eale, prélovées ainsi sur un esaice qui avait été déduit du tonnage, 

“En 1856 ane nouvelle Joi prescrivait de prendre pour base do déduction le contenu 
cubique de la chambro entre les eloisoos extrames, 

Cotte Toi avait Tavantage de donner un jaugeage exact de espace, au ion dune 
proj ‘arian en raion dela fongueor, mais de sme que la presente elle avait le 
défaut do soumetire A la déduction toute Ja section du hitiment. comprise entro les 
‘loisons, de sorte que Ton pouvait prolonger indéfiniment ta longueur de cette section en 
inséennt les cabines, &e., entre les cloisons extrimes, ct qu’ainsi la déduction pouyait 
dire étendne au.deld de toute nécessité réelle. 

“Cost on 1854 que la loi actuellement en vigueur on Angleterre a été arritée, 

“Les tegles pour la déduction de Tesyace occupé par lo moteur et ses accessoires 
peuvent Gtre bridvement résumées ainsi quiil suit :— 











si4 


“Pour un navire 4 rones on déduit $7 pour cent du tonnage brut, 4 moins que espace 
‘oceupé par le moteur ne soit au-dessous de 20 ou au.dessas de 30 pour cent du tonnage 
rut. Dans Tun et Vautre de ees eas, on ajoute 50 pour cent & Vespace eccupé, et on 
“Agduit te total da tonnage brat, 

Pour les navires & hélice, on 82 pour cent du tonnage brut, moins que 
‘occupé par le moteur ne soit ausdessous de 13 ou av-dessus de 20 pour cent du 
ct alors on aoate het espace 75 pour cent avoir le total de Ia déduction da 

tonnage brut 

Le volume des sontes i charbon n'entre pas dans Ie calcul de la déduetion. 

“Joos espaces au-dessus da pont da tonnage n'y sont pas compris, sauf ceux qui forment 
partic do Ia chambro des machines on cetix qui sont absolument nécessaires pour V'intro- 
duction de la lumide et de Tair, 

To tunnel de Mhélice ext compris comme faisant partic de ls chambre, 

* Si des marehanidixes ou des. provisions sont logées ow transportées dans espace 
\éduit, le eapitaine ot le propridtalre sont passibles chacun d'une pénalité de 100 livres 

tin 

do 1854 ne sont pas bonnes, parce qu’elles doanent liow A do tris grandes 

indgalités de traitement entre navire et navire, Exemploy la déduetion pour A bateau h 

halico dont Ia machine oceupe 19 pour cent do Is capacité totale ent de 32. pour cont da 

tonnage brut. Tandix que pour B dont In machine occapo 2t poor cent, la base du calcul 

de In déduction ent tf 221 oe 21 -f 15 Pe 3G} pour cent, En oatro, aucune limite 
1 déductions peuvent en cortuins eas réduire lo tonnage ' zéro, 

+ Depois 1854 eax autres réigles ont été propoxées, mais ne sont pas devenucs loi en 
Angleterre. Live tirée da Ill ou projet de Loi de 1871 est i présent Ia loi en Allemagne, 
‘on Italic, en AutrichesHongrie, ot en France. Ello consiste & janger tout Iespace ocenps 
par Ia machine ¢t lex soutos & charhon fixées d'sne manidre permanente, et qui ne peuvent 
pas recovoir de marchandivex. La dédaction do eet expace du tonnage brut détermine le 

nnnge net? pour simpliier les renvois, jappelerai ectte rigle, celle de 1871. 

Jute rigle connue comme rile du Bas-Danube, consiste & jauger Mexpace occups 
par fe moteur et i ajonter & eet espace In moitié pour trois quarts 
pour un navire & heli, 

+La rigle du Danube eat vrai dire la reproduction de ta Loi de 1854 sans Yanom 
qui Ia dépare ot qui consiste a dédaire ua tant pour cont du tonnage brut en certains cas 
et don refuser In déduction en d'autro. Dans tn rigle du Hax-Danube comme dans celle 
de 1871, Ie total de déduction ne peut pax dépasser 50 pour cent du tounage brut, 

A'présent In question semble reposer uniquement sur Ie choix a fairo entro cox deux 
rigle 

Lexpérienee « prowvé que prondre un tantiéme da tonnage brut sans tenie compte 
dos diffironces entre fee machines, ext un syateme tris défectueux, Mais il n'est pas sir 
que Ton applique un remide alvolunent bon en jauzeant Fespace récelloment occupé par 
les soutes fixes: et Tou ext autorind a préaumer que te meilleur mode ve procéder se 
troure dans le juste milien entre les doux aystimes do 1804 ct 1871 A savoir dans la 
ragle du Danube, 

“On pout dire qu'en principe, In rigle de 1871 est Ia plus justo, mals eo priveipe q 
coniiute a jauger tout, quoique juste en théotie, et trix applicable A la partie de e 

pace qui est oceupé par le pratique justoment applicable A Toxpace 
oceupé par le combustible, voyages de durte invariable ow a 
pou pris égale, on pourrait admettre que Ia eapncité de la soute fixe serait déduite du 
tonnage br 

Par exowple, om pourrait ervie paquebots ou let navires de quelques 
grandes companies qai desservent rg es de communication, ne 
soutfiralent nacun prejudice si le prineipe de la déduction Foods sur le nystime do sontes 
fixes four dtait appliqud, parceque dans ces conditions leur approvixionnement de charbon 
caloulé sur une consommation qui ne varie point, reste toujours peut prs le meme, Mais 
cola n'est px Lonjours vrai mote loraquill yagit dew navires apparteoant & ces entreprises 
régulidres, et it plus forte maison lo eas doviont autre, ai nous envisagcous la grande masse 
des navires vapeur coneourrant au commerce général. Ces navires sont nolisés par les 
nnatcurs suivant les besoins de coromerce. Le wéme navire peut aujourd'hui 
WM faire an voyage de Londres A New York, & son rotour il va a Constantioople, une autre 
fole Dantzig ou d Rio de Janeiro; chaque fois il a besoin d'une quantité variable de 
eharbon} s'il a des soutes fixes contenant une quantité de houille suflsante pour aller par 
exemplea New York, quand il vad Dantzig, cette quantité eat excessive, et par consequent 
‘text inntilement privé de Fespnee dont il n'a pas besoin pour som charbon, et dans lequel il 
suait pu metine dela rarchnndise, cur la sont ext fie et fermee et he pout pas resvolt 


autre chose que da charbon, Si le naviro va a Riv, sa soute n'éiant pax assex grande 
pour recevoir la quantité plus grande ile combustible dont il a besoin, il est alors fored de 
metire du charbon dans la cale, cest-adlire dans uno partic de Iespace qui est compte 
comme tonnage et paie des droits. Tl faut done reconnaitee que obligation do construire 
des soutes fixes imposerait des inconvénients eb des sacrifices aux bitiments employéx 
dans le commerce général, 

da Bas-Danube au contraire ne gene en rien Ia liberté des mouvements 

at en cola qu'elle est justemont & préfirer, 

'Si, en effet, pour un long voyage le navire oat obligé & pronitro plus do charbon qu'il 

0 peut Joger dans Vexpaca non soumis i Ia taxation, loragu'l fait un voyage court, il 
trouve sa compensation, ear, alors, il pout mettre des marchandises dans co méme exp 

* Voili, pourquoi en Angleterre lo Gouvernement est dispose A aoumottee au Parle 

rojet de loi pour substituer Ia rile da Danubo-aax prescriptions qui sont 
lo ‘ Merchant Shipping Act" do 1654, 
con dernidres prescriptions sont encoro en vigueur, et il ne m’est yes permis 
do préjager co que lo Parlement déedera. Dun autre c6té jo’ ne dois pax oublier que te 
aystime du memurage des xoutox fixes et permancntes ext actuclloment inscrit dans lox 
lois de plusicurs des Puissinces maritimes reprisentées dans ectte Comtnissiot 
x ees raisons et toot en étant d'opinion que le xystime du Danube serait netuelle- 
ment celui qui mériterait lo mieux de trouver place dans la Joi internationale, J'ai 
Thonneur de proposer i la Commission: 

"1. De recommunder Ia suppromion de tout syatdme qui ferait dépenee ta détormi 
nation da tonnage net d'un navire de la déduetion d'un tant pour cent de ls capncité 
totale, 

De recommander comme sialisant un progria nur oo syntdune dans dex conditions 
A pou pris équivalentes, adoption comme base de déduction pour la détormi 
tun temps d'ewai, du tonnage net soit de In riglo dn Hay-Danube, soit do la rig 

3. De renvoyer dln loi internationale la décision definitive & prendre lorsque Vexps 
rience aura plus complotement iis en lumiére le aystinne qul mérite Ia preference, 

4, Provisoirement ot Jusqu ce que In loi internationale on ait matremont ordonné, 
de recommander comme an prooidé do nature A faciliter len rapporta internationaux dane 
Jes meilleures conditions W'iwopartialité In combinaison el-aprbs 

“Le tonnage net serait tabli dans chaque pays au moyen de la déduction du 
tonnage brut autorisé par la loi du pays: eo tonnage net inserit sur les papiors do bord 
devant rervir 4 Tayplication dew droits auxquels le navire est soumis dans Ios porte 
nnationaux 

“ Chaque navire serait muni en outee pour sorvir 4 sc opérations dans les ports 
étrangers d'un certifiat spécial annexé aux papers de bord ot fixant lo tonnage net soit 
dapris Ia rhgle de 1871, soit d'apris In régle du BaeDanubo, au choix du propriitaire, 
Co certificnt délives p utoritin qui délieront les papiers dle bord fornit for comme 
ces demniers, et devrait étre produit par le capitaine: c'est sur le tonnage net dtabli 
par co certifieat que seraiont peroues les taxos do navigation dans lex ports étrangers, 
Jusqu’d ce que Ws loi intornationale efit définitivement réglé In détormination uniforne di 
‘tonnage net.’ 

AM, Jansen (Pays-Bas) fait obsorver qi M. lo Colonel Stokes 
désire rejeter le principe adopté dans la Loi do 1854 pour Ia véduetion des machines i 
vapeur da tonnage brut 

Tour obtenir la determination dy tonnage not, il propore, A titre Wessai, et pour un 
Japs de temps donné, Voption entre lox loi de I'Allemagne et le MItalle ot le riglement 
du Bas:Danube, Il propose également diattondre les risultats do Fexpérience avant de 
déterminer une rgle internationale A adopter dafinitivement, ot aussi longtemps que 
cette rigle ne sera pas promulicase ou qu'il n'y aura pas uniformité de tonnage dans tous 
Jes pays, do mettre sur les papiers de bord an certiticat do mesurage, d'aptos los réglon 
‘us-indiquéca qui sont les rigles en vigueur au Tas-Danubo. 

M. le Promier Délégud det Pays-llas est aussi davis que la loi Anglaise avec son 
tantidme de pour cent da tonnage heut est triwedéfectuense ; il croit aussi que pour Ie 
mesurage de la chambre des machines on sera accord de ne pas dépasser ust maximum 
de déduction de 50 pour cent, Ta seule différence est quant aux soutes a charbon, entre 
les soutes fixes et Jes soutes a cloisons mobiles. Il était dopinion que les soutes fixes 
taient trés desimbles et que les déduetions devaient tre permises sealement pour les 
soutes permanentes. Aprés les raisons alléguées par M. Ye Colonel Stokes il veut bien 
sumelire que lee soutes & clisons mobiles forment un progrés dans In vavigation ; 7 
appaie par conséquent la proposition y ayant trait de M.le Premier Délégué de la Grande 
Tiles Texpérience des autres pays ne pourant pas Gre comparée d cot égard a celle 
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deAnglelerie, Te aurait cependant accepterenttrement Tidée de prendre pout 
bano dle caleul Tespace oceupé Jar la machine, Ce nest pas Vespace sats la machine 
mine qui doit offir cette bate, " Diapeds Tui, c'est la force mime de la machine quill y 
sat le de prendre pour pois de dpa; on derait ticker Cavoir qulgue toe plas 
sale gue Temes, yr eto, aes efciv, ef tl demande sm bonpabe 
calle de a Grane Bretagne qu ext I raison paral on a pers, en Ange 
‘M. le Colonel Siobee réplique que Je rapport entre Ia force de 
ccmbiatisia ytliaconsinaony iets conigala pour tentes les. owskiace mane cae 
uizont la nature de 1a machine et aussi su'rant le Constructeur. Ea outre les amd 
Hons gon herehe toujours efectuet, tnirodusent encoro one variation di es 
tentro con deus facteurs! e' rs te bass de 
fntro ces dews fates: ee poargol on ne Tapas pia em Angleterre comme base de 
On & penss wuss! so” bascr sur la wupordole des xi 
cf war Ta wupordcle des grilles, main on X diy renonce! 
iio do la frop grande freilte Inte aut fauden, "Un eonattucteur, par seemple, fore 
des grilles nvoc de grandes surfaces, ef ausitdt apeia avoir obtenu tes Uedactions cgulees 
lente in fanaa eat avee des rigs et fuera pl aan de carbon 
M.e Colo Stoken part at coscqunt hele que epact a mela tw 
‘M. le Prévident eroit.quon dovrait se covtenter de Uespace seal 
M, Togoreeajoute quen France assed on n en idee Wndopter la force ex 
In machine Gore babe tin ealcul dos deductions fave sos batceas A vopore ech ne 
malged Punanimitd établic dans Ie sein de la Commission de 1861, lex tecaltats ne foreot 
ws satisfaisanis, MC Mangia, Ingeniour de la Marine, propoasit de diviser pac 0 ia 
surfxcelos grilles exprimée en décimdtres carrés pou trouver Ia force nomainale qui devait 
servir de bive an caleul des soutes A charbon. "M, le Delégue dExpagne recosnalt que 
Cette bare eh 08 ploepasla pl raUonscle Somme we rgyoriaat Sk tate ok 
pense quo dans la pratique elle sera toujours fausade, A cause de la grande facilite 
‘wil y aide pouvoir aupmonter Is surfeee des giles dans In consraction primitive dex 
huis et de a restcndro eulite & bor, pour dimines la comsonmation de chaben, 
ome une petite diference dans Tangmeniation des grilles produirat une grande your 
es sont: M, gore ext dann quo ete bau. saat ete acceptable. pou 
Adtermiaaion dos expen newnires nus sottes A charben, "ert prt de porter 
Iadiconion vat year rect ef exact es emplacement orcs pr les nan, 
eo chauaidres ct le combuxtibe, sols daprés le. projet de Let Angles « i 
ons res etree ene ee 
Gilles fat olwervet que la Yok Allemands a <4é faite sur la 
pour les soutes xen MM, hn Deka del Grande Bretagne dehudont mainterens 
ante ma de fsaton Tl poset Alla We pa diponc tcanger val 
thai quand aa cortieat additional eM, e Colonel Teo m sh 
lise leer aon Gonremneninis eee so wrencnes noe asuera ped 
Mole Colonel Stoker dit que le but d'un arrongement international P 
pafsent den does porta anger 8 eons peal yal Ce eee 
prilantes du moment, avoir une lol généenie fnméliate ft favdtait que tous ler hina 
arian’ dane on port drager alent un tonage net uniform, Pour cog concern 
lls Allomand, Austro-Hougroise, Italienne, pense qu'an certifeat qui Gent compte de 
ce tonnage faciltera Je rystime. Sans un parell arrange Siewlge ae 
tounge nt saiforne fvant qualgoes smnéen, een en eiera pen 
‘omprenil parfitement quo les Gouvemements qui viennont d'adopter un sya 
vo valent pas changer at et Argo guise sopposeroot plas A changer 
ier ols dts quelques aaosTespirience aur dtontré Wun aut matte 
Mz Hargrenves fit obvervor que lex Ditiments sous pavillon Allemand arin 
Angleterre aero plas gave la yteme en igor ‘On prend le tonneau brut et ou 
rouure Ia thachino dapri lo aystime Anglais, taudis que des bitiments Anglais on 
«Allemagne ounage Ue tn dations sant Pita 
‘Mc Ie Colonel Siokesréplique quil ent entonda que cette Tmesure transitoire 
Jone Bute faire payer pis les bitimonteceaagots en Angleterre elle acannon 
Torque cox bitients‘tequeneront dusts Yrs tals il rarer wat ee pad & 
jouvernement, Pour Fégalité dapplication il pense que le cerliieat propose. devesit 
avoir sh vigueur dans tout port er 
Mz Janeen (Pays-Has) est duvia quo la proposition de M. le Colonel Stokes cone 


cornant fa ceriiient aster Colone 
er nalons, Maen emt es acceptable, parce quil n'y surat pas d'galité pour toutes 


oi 


M. le Colonel Stokes fait observer que aaprés In Loi de 1854 le tonnage net est 
‘une déluction de $2 pour cent. Le Gouvernement Anglais ne saurait donner a sea 
batimenis un autre-tounage sans une autre loi et cette loi ne pourrait étre imposde au 
Parlement. Tl propase de donner aux navires un cortificat d'uprés les deux rigles pour 
payer les droits dans les ports étrangers. 

‘Maleré ce certifiest, cos itiments paieront d'aprés te tounage met netuel dans lee 
ports du Royaume Uni ot do ses dépendances. 

“M. Hargreaves domande si avec be changement de In loi, les taxes seront les mémes 
eu Angleterre. 

1M, le Colonel Stoker, dit qu'il ne peut pas népondee absolument sur ce point, mais il 
a tout lien de eroire que dns fe cas ot ils'agirait wvalement d'une modification des rogles 
pour déterminer Io tonnage net, il n'y aura pax question de changer Jes droits de 
navigation. 

“i. Togoree fait observer que le choix est laissé a Varmatour enteo les soutes fixes ou 


ments Anglais duront Mavantage de pouvoir choir entre 
‘et que Jos autron ne Taurout pas. 

MM. Matéei constate quen proposant Voption, M. le Colonol Btokos w ontendu que cet 
vantage pourrait tre accepts par toutes les marines, Tl xera le premier d conseiller 4 
ton Gouvernement de permettre aux armatours de faire leur choix; poor VKtalio, il ny 
dura pas dans ca cas des certificatx additiounels. Quant aux pays qui n'ont pas encore 
topt ls devraicat se conformer aux décisions do Ta Commision pour Ie toonnge net, 

M. de Heideastaam ost d'avis que la proposition Anglairo » Timmenyo avantage 

‘établir Tunifieation immédiatement ot do faciliter alusi pour plus tard Jo travail do Ja 
Cominission, 

'M, Zomara constate que la marine Austro-Hongroise a lo rystimo des soutes fixes, 
Wapris le mesurage Anglais établi parle Dill de 1360; nals va les motifs exposés par 
Molo Colonel Stokes et reeonnaisaant qo'ane telle méthode pourrait effectivement ex 
pratigne, imposer souvent des sacrifices non justi aux. navires ermployés: dans To 
Pomtverce genéral, il erail- que son Gouvernement sera dispoxt i admettre Voplion. 

M. Jausen {(Pays-Dos) ost Sgaloment d'nceord avec M. le Colonel Stokes pout 
aalmottro option entre les soutes fixes et mobiles et il no déclare prét & Ta recommander 

wernement, I] no commprend pas bien la proposition sous lo No.4. On donnera, 

Tequel il scra constaté co quon a mesuré dapria colle des deux 

déductions qui a 6 jwrifirée par larmatenr, Comment agiract-on dans les pays od, 

comme on Hollande, len mesurages sont faite vur Tancienne Joi? L'Allemagne, par 

ile, a fait dex exemptions que los autres n'ont pas faites; il faudra conrignar eola gut 

{es papers do bord. .Ainsi, on donnora tn eertificat aussi longtemps que tos lois existantes 

toot Ik. Ii Taceepieralt pour sa part, si ce certificat était um guide & travers tous les 
Ports pour ve plus étre monurc 

“Mle Colonel Siokes constate qu’ propose le tonnage brut Anglais ot ane disposition 
uansitoire pour le tonnage tot. 

M. Gillet fait observer qu'll est touta-fait d'accond quand aw premier Article de la 
proptaiilon de Mle Colonel Stokes, 

“M. le Provident wot aux voix lo premier Article do la. proposition de AF. te Colonel 
‘Stokes ainsi conga — 

“ Recommander la sy in de tout systdine qui fernit dépendre ta détermination 
du tonnage d'un navire de la déduction d'un tant pour cent de In eapacité totale.” 

La Comission, adopte A Vunaninité des Puisances présentes. 

M. Zamara y doune également son axsentiment quant an per-centage du Jounage brat 

M. le Président ouvre ta discussion sur le deuxieme: Article proposé par M, lo Colonel 
‘Stokes et ainsi eonc:— 

Recommander comme réalisant an progr aut ce aystinne dans des conditions & 
peu pris équivalentes, Tadoption comme nse de ddduetion pour Ja determination du 
to | poor un tongs d'ewai, soit de la rdgle du os-Danube soit do la rigle 
de 


“Mt onsen (PayacBas) désire faire Gablir si on yrondra, pour tinwe 1a forse de ta 
Tnchambre que la machine aceupe. 
“WL Je Président tat obsarver que ta redaction de T'Atticle dont it sngit Joi paratt tant 
soit peu ambigue 
Be Gite son Excellence Eahow Pacha ot Aésirorait une rédnction las 
pesca 
MY, Jansen (PaysHas)yropose de ronplacr les mots: de la nile de 1871, par oy 


achine ou ai o mesurer exactement 


nots “dos offs de I'Allemague et de I'Ttalk 





AM. de Kosjek propose la réaction suivante de VArticle en question, rédaction qui est 
adoptée également par M. le Colonel Stokes. ‘ 4 

Ta Commission se prononee -— 

(c.) Pour le mesurage exact de Vespace oceupt par la chambre de la machine et des 
chawlitres, conformément & la rigls da Bas. Danube, 

(0.) Pour le choix Isissé libre aux armatenrs pendant. un te 
‘mesurer les soutes a charbon dapris les lois en vi 
decepter In méthode en vigueur au Bas-Danube. 

M. Gillet ecoit qu'on sentendrait. plus facilement sur tous ces points, se trouvant en 

d'une divergence d opinions, of on en rometiait la continuation de la dineonien 
chains sfanee et proposc, i cot effet, l'ajournement de la stance, 

amass fe MAM. tes Delégués tant du mime avis que M. le Promier Déligoé 
Allemagne, M. te Président prononee V'ajournement, 

Tas acance est lovde, 


amps d'cwsai, de faire 
igueur en Allemagne et en’ Italie oa 


Lo Président, 


Signd EDIDEM. 
Tue Secrétaire, 


Bigné) Canatitooony 


————ee es 


No, 624. 
Sir H, Biot to Eart Granville. (Received Dicember \6,) 
(No, 217, Commorelal.) 
Theropia, December 5, 18 
NG ‘learnt thot the Ruwiau Ambassador was giving out, in m manner which 
Koi it to be believed that: he was speaking on the authority of Naschid Paahne shot ite 
Forte would not put into exeeution any decision of the Tuteraational Towmage’ Cr 
tion that was not uoanimouls agresd to, 1 inguired of his Exectiored ak 

atione was justified in holding Language, the effect of which must be to 
Frenel Delegates in holdiag out againe® the opinion of theit colleagvoy, and 
concession, 

Raschid Pusha bad, only few days before, declared to mo that if, ax it appeared, ten 
cut of the twelve Commissloners were agreed it mattered little whether. the’ two edhe 
hetalnes or not, ws the decision arrived at would have quite sufficient authority to cectre 
tho Porte to act upon it, as be bad xevoral times assured mo they meant to dor = 

Upon this oceaslon he repeated with some wannth that there we 
aver for the assertion that the Porte required unanimity before it took th 
decision of the Commission might seer to call for. 

J fered that his Bxeelenoy's anewer was nothiog. more than what I had expected, 
and T reminded hie that, previously tothe aaxembling of the Commisnion, whes i exescs 
Frobable thatthe Delegates would be much more divided In opinion than had provet te te 
fig,cuce, when I naked What course the Porte intended to follow in the event Of Ucagee, 
ment, te bd declared that it would be guided by the majority, 

Although all the assuenoces I haye had on this point are perfetly satislactory, the 
weakness of the Porte In taking any step contrary to strong remaostrances by oon ce tee 
great Powers ix 40 great that it iy, neverthelos, alll very desirable to come to tome Cader 
Mandiog which aball obviate the necessity foe their doing so. 

T have, de. 
(Signed) "HENRY BLLIOT. 


against all 


‘na grounds whats 
we ateps which the 


SS eee ee 
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No, 624%, 
Sir H. Eliot to Earl Granvitle-—(Received December 16.) 


Gime ‘heaps, Decent 5, 1673. 


i ol Stokes nd Sir Philip Francis 
rae Lordship has heen made sequainted by Colonel Stokes a ip Prone 
acti ions oa eat eens ees 

with ye French Delegates in reference to the Suez Canal dues, and has sonryrel Ee 


i erday by telegraph 
ict modifeations submitted to you yerterday By ame 
cia Sema napesssod with the inporanoe. of arriving i posible at 


Mothers ail give ise to much dca, even if the 
mission should be entirely in 
ho Tuteruational € yin 


Se sreons There bees nasioes to. fellate: the arrengncrect prided I 
oan a eer recognized eacahoat ‘that although the C oe ret : ik oho santo 
se thei Goverment ge dy antn a mallcio of ts on 
ication no meee a, ari 1 a hE 
Comme el wed to. continge fevying tho duew upon the ries 

ie Creer wee eee sat re eis 
fra pd he Cn, lt tr evi er i vig 

leg ep ep pre ef eta 
for obliging the Company to renune the system of levying the dace on the ue ua 

T had told the French Chargé d’Atfires that without some such = - a 


Raschid ‘who was most anxious that the arrongement should 


eat oe ae hia what my views on the subject werv, 1 ultimately 


he carried out, and bavioy 


ae fs Nie eee oe Tue caren bol od (oes, Rancid Tse thay 


foe thew exaty the ature of he request that | Id sade, wrote t down i pen 
herewith faloved, that be night submit It to hi elleagues, which boat once dl and 
westise word the nent moming int they had nctheried hie Yo conew the engagemat 
a a Exoellency’s declaration, yet, as it 
hough nothing ould be more formal than his Excellency on, ety 
may eee cere it pe sooediia ee ‘official note, 1 have adidremed the inclored 
‘munication to him with the view of obtaining it. a 
(Signed) ' HENRY ELLIOT. 
Tuclosure 1 iw No, 624" 


Proposed Declaration from the Porte, 


sori rs c Ia surtaxe sur les conditions proposées, qui 
négociations pour Tarrangement de Ia surtaxe sur los 
adeiveat oe fake anteo We Gourerocment Reyplion ¢ 1a Corppgnie du Canal de Suez, 
Yaboutisent pas dans un délai de deux sols, Is Sublime Porte pe dra Yes mesures 
syeldme Moursom, recommandé par le Comission Internationale 


—— 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 624°. 
Sir H. Elliot to Raschid Pash 
Sir, Therapia, December 5, 1873, 

IN consequence of the ssturuace verbally given to me by your Excelleney on 
Wednesday Inst, and confirmed the following day after having been submitted to the 
Council of Ministers, the British Delegates on the Totervational Commission have beon 
in communication with their French colleagues upon the project of arrangement by 
wae it is hoped to arrive at an amioable settlement of the question of the Suez Canal 

rues, 

i have much satisfhetion in informing your Excellency that the progress which has 
bean sande inthe negotiation gives every prospect of its being speedily and satisfactorily 
settled. 

“The paper which 1 put into your Rxcelloncy’s bands having been hastily drawn up, 
‘and of an informal character, it muly be convenient to put it upon record in a more regular 
‘manver. 

‘The object of it was to provide against the possibility of the to be come 
to with the concurtenee of the French Commissioners being defeated by the Canal Com 
pany i€ the lattor imagined that they might continue indofinitely to lery the ducs ns itis 

g at present, 

"As i cotidition, therefore, to the consent of the British Commissioners bei 
ven to the project, and to the suspension of the deciaive vote then about to be taken, 
Biv it noceseary to request an nssurance from the Sublins Porte that, if the negotiations 
for the arrmgement of the #urtax upon the proposed conditions were not completed by 
the Rayptian Government, and the Suez Canal Company, within a period of two monthry 
the Sultan's Government would take the necessary measures for ensuring # retarn to the 
frien of Leryn the ds on the oat tonnage ‘according to the Moorsom system ns 

fecommended by the International Conimission, 

Yn thanking your Excellency for the readiness with which you responded to my 
verbal request, which the importance of the subject has me now to in 
Writing, T would only add the hope that you will enable me, with as little delay-as possible, 
to convey to Her Majesty's Government the more formal assurance, which will allow 16 
to look with confidence to a final and amicable settloment of a question which has given 
rise to 40 much difficulty. 

Tavail, i. 
Signed)” HENRY ELLIOT, 


No. 625, 


Earl Granville to Sir Mt. Biliot. 
(No, 146. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 16, 1873. 
HER Majesty's Government approve your Excell procedingy at reported in 
your telegram of tho 13th instant, in authorizing the British Delegates to agree to 
Proposed arrangement respecting the Suez Canal dues, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE, 





No, 626. 
Bart Granville to General Stokes end Sir P. Francis. 
fo. 36.) 


tlemen, Foreign Office, December 16, 1873. 
'HER Majesty's Government have had under their consideration your telegrams of the 
sth iustant, respecting the arrapgemeat which has been come to by the Delegates at the 
Toternational Toonage Commission, with regard to the surtax on the Sucx Canal duce 
and I have to inform you that Her Majesty's Government agree to the arrangement ia 
‘question, 
Tam, fe. 


(Signed) GRANVILLE, 
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No. 627. 


Ear] Gruncille to Sir H, EUiot. 


No. 148, Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 17, 187: 
HER Majesty's Government have bad under their consideration your Excellene 
telegram of the 13th instant, respecting the acrangement which hs been come to, by the 
International Tonnage Commissioners, with reganl to the Suex Canal dues ; and 1 have to 
inform you that Her Majesty's Government approve your proceedings, as therein reported, 
in suthoriing the British Delegates to agree tothe srrangeaeat in question, 


fe, 
(Signed) fo GRANVILLE, 
eS 
No, 628, 
Mr. Farrer to Mr. Lister-—(Received December 16.) 


Sir, Whitehall Gardens, December 16, 1873. 
TAM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
15th jostent, inclosing two telegrams from the Sue Canal Delegates, and one from 
Sir H. Elliot, porting the anrungemeot which the Commitsion have arrived at, and stating 
that Lord Granville proposes to spprove thie conduct in so doing, 
To roply Tan to state thatthe Woard of rae eoncut with Lond Granville 


(igned) —"T. 1, FARRER, 
is 
No, 629, 


Me, Lister to Mr, Farrer. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 18, 1873. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence, 1 wm directed by Kael Granville to 
transmit to you two dospatchos from Her Majesty's Ambastadot at Constantinople relative 
to the decision of the International Tonnage Commission with regord to the Sucx Canal 
dues :* and 1 atn to request that in Iayiog the same before the Lords of ‘Trade, you will 
move their Lordships to favour Lant Graneillo, at their early convenience, with such 
observations ax they may have to offer thereupon. 


Tam, do. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER, 


No, 630. 
Sir H. Elliot to Bar! Granville.—(Received December 19.) 
hic.) Constantinople, December 18, 1873, 
(TSFFSGLD submit to your Lordship that it might be "eet daitabia for Colonel 
‘Stokes to proceed to Egypt to be at hand whilst ate for carrying out the 


rangenen 
Sent bo the Socz Capal dues are being made by te Khedive and M. Lesseps, who 
Winderstood already to have arrived there. ms 


No, 631. 
Generel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Granville—(Received December 19.) 
(Tegrephic) Constantinople, Deceniber 18, 1878, 
Ttersational Commission, has to-day, in it sitting, unanimously adopted ite 
final Report, embodying all the conclusions at which it has Colonel Stokes will 
rrequie another week to furnish our Reports, when be will await, your Lordship's orders. 


‘© Not 636 and 697. 
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No, 632, 
Mr. Lister to Mr, Farrer, 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 19, 1873. 

WITH roference to my letter of the Sth instant, I am directed by Earl Granville to 
transmit to you herewith a copy of a further telegram from the British Delegates at the 
International Tonnage Commission,* relative to its proceedings in regard to the Suez Canal 
dues. 

T also inclose a copy of a telegram from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople,t 
suggesting the expediency of Colancl Stokes proceeiag to. Egypt iv conncetion wilt Cat 
‘matter, and Lam to request that in laying the same before the Lords of Trade, you will 
move their Lordabips to favour Lond Granville at their earliest convenience with their 
ition so the annwer which boul Be returned thereon to Si H. Et 

4 am, Se. 
(Signed) "TT, V. LISTER. 


No. 633. 
Mr, Farrer to Mr, Lister-—(Received December 19,) 


Sir, Board of Traste, Whitehall Gardens, December 19, 1873, 
IN reply to your letter of the 19th instant, iaclosing two telegram on the subject of 
tho Suez Canal, I am directed by the Board of ‘Trade to inform you that the wugsrestion of 
Sir H. Rillot, that Colonel Stokes should, when the Report is completed, proceed to 
Fgypt, should, in the opinion of the Board of Trade, be adopted. 
Tam, &, 
Gigned) "TT. H. FARRER, 


No. 6M. 


Eorl Granville to General Stokee and Sie P. Francia 
(No. 97) 
Gontiewien, Foreign Office, December 19, 1873. 
LINCLOBE, for your information, copies of a letter from the Newcastle and Gates 
hhead Chataber of Comineroe, and of the reply which I have caused to be returned thereto, 
relative to the proceedings of the International Tounage Couunission 
Tam, &e, 
(For Earl Granville), 
(Signed) T. V, LISTER. 


No. 635, 
Earl Granville to Sir H. Elliot, 


elegraphic.) Foreign Office, December 20, 1873. 
CF RDPROVE of Cole Stokes proceding to Shp aiaman ar naar 
tolegenin of the 18th instant. 


No. 636, 


Bir H. Eliot to Earl Grancille (Received December 22.) 
fo. 222. Commercial.) 
Sizes Theropia, 
Ting announced fa M, Je Lewcy's newspaper, the that he was 
about to wtart for pt, I informed General Stanton of it by telegraph, stating that it 


‘was not imposible that lie might wish to work upoa the Vice bilities 
Fepresenting that the Intemational Commission was encroaching ca Hate by Propoaing, 
bill t No. a20, 4 Nee. 614 and 615, 
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to modify a contract which had been concluded between the Egyptian Government and 
the Canal Company. 

Tt was, therefore, important that His Highness should be convinced that this was not 
the case; and that as nothing had or would be done in derogation of his 
desirable that he should not commit himself in any way, nor promise anything’ to the 
Company till he is informed of the conclusions arrived at by the Commission, which 
would be found calculated materially to strengthen his hands in any negotiation that he 
might have with M. de Lesseps. 

‘The sudden readiness of the French Commissioners to diseuse the proposal far a 
surtax, which had been 2 month in their hands, or rather their anxiety to stop the further 
proceedings of the Commission by accepting it nearly as it was offered, has probably not 
Sccurred without the conseut of M. de Lessops; and those who knew how tenaciously 
that gentleman adheres to his plans may bo justified in looking closely at any concession 
to which be appears to be a party, 

He would havo gained a groat object when, under the expectation of an nanicable 
arrangement, the Commission had been induced to separate without having formally 
declared the’ illegality of the system now in operation on the Suez Canal, if at the same 
time he could engige the Viccroy to reject the compromise adopted by the Commission 
‘with the coneurrence of the French Delegates. 

‘The Viceroy bad frequently assured me that if M. do Losseps were even to ask him 
to consent to a xurtax, ho would not agree to it without obtaining concessions in return, 
and if the Porte snncunces its resolution of insisting on the resumption of levying, the 

nett tonnago within a fixed period, it will, os I stated in my telegram, greatly 
ness in dealing with M. de Laaseps. 

‘The proposed arrangement about the surtax would, in my opinion, have been infinitely 
mors satiafctory if it hd ben preceded by the vot of the Commision vpon the legality 
of the present system, and this voto would have beet taken had all the Delegates who had 
hitherto been acting in concert. with Her Majesty's Conunissionore stood by them when 
the voto was about to be taken, But rome of them, from a xpirit of condliation, voted 
for its adjournment, and the motion was thus carried against us. 

1 have, &e. 
(Bigned) "HENRY ELLIOT, 


No, 
Sir H. Elliot to Rarl Granville-—{Keceived December 22.) 


(No. 223, Commercial.) 
My Loni, Theropia, December 7, 1873, 

A DECLARATION mado by the Ottoman Delegates at one of the lato sittings of 
the Tonnage Commission, conveyed such a clear opinion of the illegality of the aystem at 
prvscit pursued on the Suez Canal, that » strong effort was believed to have been made 
by those who are advorating, M. de Lessep’ vows to obtain ite disavowal oF modification 

Ny the Porte, 

{endeavoured to prevent this result from being attained, and tho declaration was in 
fact confirmed at & subsequent sitting by the First Ottoman Commissioner, who had beet 
absent when bis colleague made it Notwithstanding the apparent prospect of an 
‘understanding being cowe to with the French Commissioners, the interpretation put upon 
the Firman by the Porte iteel€ may stil prove a matter of such importance that 1 dec It 
right 10 inforin your Londship that the Grand Visier, last night, went rather out of his 
‘way to assuro me that the Commissioners, in «peaking us they had, faithfully expressed the 
opinion of the Saltan's Government. 

L have, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 


No. 698, 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville-—(Received December 22.) 


(No.224. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Therapie, December 8, 1873. 
__ SIR'EDWARD THORNTON'S despatch, Commercial, No. 51 of the Gth of October, 
hich has bee formariel to me by your shows that we have beew deprived of 
6s 





the benefit of having an American Delegate on the Loternational Tonnage Commission by 
aan unfortanate misapprehension of the United States* Government respecting the invita- 
i been sent by the Porte to the different maritime States, 

Mr. Fish informed Sir Rdward ‘Thoraton that all the papers on the subject baving 
been examined, it cold not be discovered that a formal invitation bus ever been tendered 
to the United States by the Turkish Government to tke part in the Commission, yet. it 
appears frow what he afterwards added, that the invitation had in fact been identic with 
that sent to all other countries 

‘The circular Khalil Pasha of the Yet of January, which was left with 
Mr. Fish by Blaque Bey, contained the first and only invitation issued by the Ottoman 

rerment, and the sulsequent note, fixing the day for the meeting of the Commission, 
was communicated to the United States! Legation here in consequence of the absence of 
‘an Ottoman represontative at Washington. 

n colleague inquired of we whether Hee Majonty’s Government 
Tnternational Commission, except 
through the circular despatch of the Ist that they had not, and 
believe that Me. Baki ted that no differeuce bad been sade in the form observed 
to tho United Sto er countries 

‘The absence of wn American Commissioner bax been equally regretted by the Porte 

anid by the other Commissioners, 
T have, Be. 
WBigned) HENRY ELLIOT. 


———— 
No. 639. 
Sir H, Bll to Bart Grancille.—(Reveived December 22.) 
(No, 226, Commercial.) 


My Lord, 
T HAVE, the honour to forward to your Lordship 


received from Ravekid Pasha in answer to mipe of the Sth instant, ashing fo 
‘ment on tho part of the Porte, to take measures for a return to the system o 
Saez Canal dues on the nett tonnage, if the arrangement to be come to with the concur 
rence of the French Commissioners is not carried ont withia a given period, 
‘The notes couched in the usual indatinet hnguage How adopted by 
it may think, be taken giving the rie aaeuran Rayehid Pasba had observed 
i 


the Porte, but 


that there might be some ditlicultics between the Kbedive and the Company in agrecin 
‘on the armigemcat, which might reader two months rather insutheient, and he pro 
to increase it to three, 
“Tho object being to obtain w guarantee that the arrangement should really be carried 
out, Tid aot refuse to consent tothig prolongation, 
ave, He. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT, 


Incloaure 1 in No. 639, 
Raschid Pasha to Sir H, Elliot. 


M.TAmbasiadeur, Sublime Porte, le 11. Décenbre, 1873. 

JE miompresse de vous acouser riception do la note que votre Bxecllence a bien 
yoola m'ndremer le & Décembre au sujet do la question des droits & percevoir par la 
Compagnie du Canal de Suez. 

Ba reponse j'ai Yhonneur de vous faire parvenir copie de Ia lettre adressée le 
9 Decémbre A son Excellence Je Président de la Commission pour étre portée abl 
‘connaissance de MM. les Délégués. 

‘Votre Excellence reconnaitra, j'espire, que dans ce moment, oll tout encore se repose 
sur Vexpérience de In conclu d'un arrangement transnctionnel, le contenu de ba bettre 
‘Ssusmentionnée répond pleinement A la précccapation qui faisait Vobjet de x note. 

‘Quant A la fixature da délai de la mise en exéeution sur lequel votre Excellence 
ramble insster, counme Son. Altesse lo Khédive sen cat remis, it ce qui concerne le 
riglement de de tonnage, i la Sublime Porte, A méme d'nssurer votre 
Exeellevee qu’ ‘prea Ia conclusion des atrangements dont la Commission est saisio, 
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Te Gouvernement Lropézial n'éprouvera aucune difficulté a fixer pour Ia mise en exécution 
un délai de trois mois par une lettre & Son Altesse le Khédive et & porter cette lettre a Ia 
connaissance des parties intéressces. 
Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) RASCHID, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 639. 
Rexckid Parha to Edhem Pasha. 


Le 9 Décembre, 1873, 

AINSI que vous avez bien voulu mi'en informer, la Commission Internationale pour 
Je Tonnage vient de discuter et d'établir successivement lee rigles concernant Ye gross 
tonnage, Jo tonnage net, et Ia capacité utilisable. 

Bn présence des conséquences inévitables de In situation Hégale qui vient ainsi détre 
fixéo de manitre A mettre un terme aux controverses et nue cyuivoques du passé, le 
Gouvernement a été heureux d'apprendte los efforts tentés aveo suocds par les Délégud de 
plusicurs Puisances Maritimes pour amener dans la pratique dex adoucissernents transncy 
ionnels en fayeur dune cuyre unique dans soa gon 

Liutlité de pareils arrangements semble d'autant plas évidente quo dany les instruo- 
tions adresées ses Comminaires lo Gouvernement Impérial nenit déja déclaré que, eo 

ri au caractire diurgence que préscntait In question da Canal de Suez, il no révervait de 
‘Sapproprier Jox conclusions de In Commission qui seralent. do nature & recevoir une exéeus 
tion immédinto et den rigler le mode application. 

‘Afin done de répondre i des besoin et & dow intsréts universellement sentis et de 
donner i la nouvelle tiche quo la Commision a ai honorablement assumée un earnctire 
officiel, je viens prier votre Excellence dengager MM. lor Dékigués de vouloir bien 
‘compléter leurs travaux en formulant au nom de leurs Gouvernement ot dans un esprit 
‘d'équité bien entenda, lox nouvelles conditions dont le bénéfice pourra étre assurd dane 
Vavenir & la Compagnie Universelle du Canal de Suez. 

Veuillez, &e. 
RASCHID, 


No, 640. 
Sir H. Elliot to Earl Granville (Received December 22.) 


(No, 227, Confidential, Commercial.) 
My Lon, Constantinople, December 11, 1873. 

YOUR Lordship is aware of the manner in_wbich the part of M. de Later ae 
been espoused by the Russian Delegates throughout the proceedings of the ‘Tonnage 
Cowmission, and of how abwolutely they have adhered to overy move of the Fronch 
‘Commissioners. 

Ina conversation which 1 had last sight with General Ignatiew upon the position of 
the Suce Canal Question. he betrayed a degree of passion and ainoyance whieh daring my 
long experience of hin Thad never before scen him exhibit. 

He began by stating that hie had just received instructions from his Goverment 
whieh made it doubtful whether the Russian Delegates could contioue to take part in the 
[prereings 2 = Commins ot witli a bee umdeaicod Uh the sole day would 

to ascertain what was to be regarded ax the utilizable capacity of w ship. 

‘The Commission, instead of solving thin question, hid gone into totally: different 
tatters, into whieh the Russian Delegates had wo coll to enter. 

1 answered that General Igoutiew had only to read the procie-rerbour to aatinfy 
himeolf that the Commissioners, far from refusing to inquire into the utiliaable capacity of 
‘esl, had over and over again expressed their readiness to go into it, but that other 
Goveriments had never understood that to be the sole task of the Commission, which had 
consequently proceeded in the order which was deemed best for the elucidation of the 
whole question 

With regard to the withdrawal of the Russian Commissioners, with which he 
Ureatened me if the proposed arrangement of the Suez Canal Question was not eoneluded 
With the concurrence of the French Delegates, 1 could only say that, while I should 
greatly regret to see such a course adopted, it would in no wise affect the proceedings of 





the Commission, which would continue to vote the rewolotions already drawn up and 
Prepared. 

From the first it had never been expected that the decision of the Commission would 
be unanimous, and the withdrawal of the Russian and French Delegates could oply be 
looked upon as though they had recorded a hostile vote to that given by the rest of the 
Commissioners, who were, however, sufficiently numerous and united to give all requisite 
strength and authority to the Porte for the settlement of the question 

‘The General said that it would not suit him to see the Russian Commissioners vote 
against the resolutions, and implied that by their abstention he hoped to deprive the 
Commission of its international chorneter; and he asked with much warmth whether 1 
‘meant that the Porte should act upon decisions of the Commission opposed by three great 
Powers, including apparently America, to which he had alluded as being unrepresented, 

Did 1 want to raise an Eastern Question and commence a stnfe for influence by 
putting a pressure upon the Porte ? 

1 roplied that it was strange that he should thiok himself entitled to ask me such 
quettions, but T would wuswer them ax he put them. 

T would, therefore, say that the Porte having stated to me before the opening of the 
Commission. nud while the cooclusions (t might nerive at were quite doubtful, that it 
woulil adopt those of tho majority, 1 certainly expected with confidence that. this 
engagement would be fulfil 

With regard to raising an Bastern Question and commencing a struggle for intluence, 
{¢ was hanily necessary for me seriously to repudiate any such thou. 

1 could not admit thut the be deprived of its international 
coharacter by the withdrawal of the Delogates of one or two Govern 
hardly reasonable to reproieh ine for making a strugyle for iniluence for los 
Porte should conforms to the views of ten Powers out of twelve, instead of allowing 
to be guided by the two dissentionts. 

‘The moderation shown by Her Majesty's Government, and the liberality with which 
they have acted in consenting to additional changes on shipping to tncet the interests of 
the Canal Company had been universally admitted even by the most ardent friends of 
M, de Lesseps and should, F thought, huve insured us against such charges as those 
which my colleague wus tow prefer : 

L hive, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
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(No. 
My Lord, Pera, December 

WE have the honour to forward herewith duplicate copies of the procée-cerbal o 
twollth sitting of the Interoational Tonnage Commission. 

Tn oat No. 31 of the Sed instant we worw obliged to state that we forwanled the 
ininutes of the three preceding stings without bing abe to report upon them. We now 
propos to make one Report on the four pracéy-errbnur 9 to 12, as they coutain the decisions 
‘on gross and not tonnage, We have already, in our Nos, 18 and 31, remarked. on the 
soparato incident of the withdrawal of the Frouch Delegates, recorded in these procér-eerbaue 
and in our No, 29, on the commnuaication from the French Chargé d’Affures. 

Procér-verbal No. 9 reconls the adoption by a large majority of the Moorsomy system 
of the English Law of 1854 for the determination of a vessel's gross tonnage, and further 
defines this gross tonnage as including all covered. and close-in apaces above the upper 
deck. Wo Tulse. a further discussion on the sulject of theso covered and tlosedia 
spaces in the twelfth sitting. In the minutes of this siting, st pages 6, 7, and 8, will be 
found our observutions and those of our colleagues, in which we declared our wish that 
these spaces should be #0 defined us to preclude the possibility of evasion of the law 
Such 2s is now practised. ‘The tark of defining thee spaces was assigued to a Committee, 
the composition of which hus beca reported in our No. 28. The Committee has tecom- 
mended the inclosed definition for covered uni closed-in spaces, which is being incorporated 
ig the rales for meaxuring tonnage that will be submitted for approval to the Goveruments 
‘We trust that this definition may be found of some nse in solving the dificult question of 
‘coverad-in spncos. | We bog leave to offer the following remarks on the subject -— 

‘We think that, as Moorsom lays down as the leading principle of his system that th 
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taining body should be exsetly measured to determine the capacity of the sbip, that i 
connie Wy shel esd i ebro hereto Diet 
occupied by a deck load, or the articles contained in it, ‘The question whether the 
measurement of cavered-in spaces does or does not encourage the over-londing of vestela 
and thus add to the risks of navigation, is one that is receiving the attention of the Royal 
Commission on uaseaworthy ships, and is attended with some perplexity : for whereas, on 
the one hand, if a covered-in space is measured and pays toll, the thip owner may be 
supposed to desire the more to turn it to account, and, therefore, fille it wi 
passengers as far as possible; on the other hand, if the space is not measured, he sees an 
Sdvantage in making an untaxed part of his ship produce freight. We venture to hope that 
the inclosed definition, by limiting the measurement to strictly permanent constructions 
likely to add to the safety of the ship, may help to solve this dificult, 

“The vote of the Commission on gross tonnage indicates the measurement of all spaces 
without any exemptions; although the Law of 1834 doesnot mention any exemptions the 
instructions to the measuring surveyors do. We quite concur with our collengues in 
thinking that, in order to secure m woiform groxs totoage, it is essential that no exemptions 
should be allowed, ax, with exemptions of this Kind, abuses are apt to creep in, and, in 
course of timo, considerable divergence of practice might arlwe which would lead to ‘an 
inequality of taxation, 

We think it very desimble that all exemptions should be done asmny wth, and that it 
would be better to class thoto at present recognized ax deductions. Tt in for this reuson 
that we have, in the discussion, recorded in procénwerbal No, 10, voted for certain deduce 
tions which now form part of the exemptions in the Instructions to surveyors, and we trust 
that this wil be approved, and that a corresponding alteration in the English practice may 
eventually be adopted. E 

We desire to poitt to the opinions expressed by wx at. pages 18 to 21 of procér-verbal 

if. 08 far'nx pomible, the amount of deductions from the gross 

At page 20 we have recorded the desire of Her Majesty's Government to see 

age generally adopted a» basis of taxution ; but we arc not able to teport any 

isponition on the part of cour colleagues to recommend it to their Governments; tho 

Dopicions oguiost the adoption of gross tonnage are very strong and general; even should it 

be fouod eventually possible to introduce the system in British ports, wo think it will not 
become general. 

Proch-eecbouz 11 und 12 refer principally to the discussion on not tonnage of steamers, 
‘on which we have already reported in our despatch No, 28 of the 18th ultimo, We need 
only now refer to certain questions put to us in the discumion at pogo 14 of proctrererbal 
No. 11. M. Hargreaves, the second German Delegate, asked whether, in the event of th 
alternate rule being adopted, foreign. vessels would pay in Knglish ports according to the 
tonnage under the proposed certificate. Ax at prosent they pay under the English law, 
they would in stich case have to pay more than they now do, : 

We replied that the proposed new rule was not put forward to increase the receipts in 
English ports though it might have that effect. If there is to be a uniform role, It ought 
to be applicable to forcgn ships in English, ports aswell us to English ships in, fore 

ts. We could only promise to refer the point to the attention of Her Majesty 

jovernment. 

M, Hargreaves farther asked whether, in the event of the English law regarding desl 
tions for net tonnage being altered, there would be any corresponding change of the amount 
of duos in English ports. 

‘We replied that we couli not speak positively on this point, but we believed that no 
change would ensae. 


We have, fe. 
(Signed) J. STOKES, 
P, FRANCIS, 
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Procis-Verbal No. 12.—Séance du 3% Novembre, 1873 (28 Ramazan, 1290). 
Présidence de son Excellence Bowsm Pact. 
Présents:) 
Pour I'Allemagne— 
M. Gillet. 
M. Hargreaves, 
Pour 'Autriche-Hongrie— 
M, Je Chevalier de Kosjek, 
M. Zamara, 
M. Nicolich. 


Poar la Belgique— 
M, Camille Janssen. 


Pour [Expagne— 
Don Joaquin Togores. 
Don Avgel Ruata. 


Pour ta Franco— 


Pour la Grande Bretagne— 
M. Jo Colonel Stokes. 
Sir Philip Francis, 
Pour In Grtco— 
M. Anargyrot. 


Pour I'ltalie— 
lo Commandeur Mattei. 
M. le Chevalier Vernon. 


Pour les Pays-Tas— 
M, le Chevalier Janten. 
M. Keun, 


Pour tn Russie— 
M, le Baron de Steiger. 


Pour In Sudde ot ln Norvége— 
M. le Chevalier de Heideostamm. 


Pour ts Torquie— 
‘Son Excellence Edbem Pacha, 


LA Commission adopte le Procts-rerbal No. 10 ainsi que cetvi de la dernidxe séance 
(No, 11) dont il est donné lecture par te Secrétaire. 

‘M.le Colonel Stokes dit qu'd ta suite de quelques malentendus auxquels avait donné 
lieu 1a proposition faite & la demidre wéance, il a honnear den proposer & la Commission 
quelques modifications et une nouvelle rédaction dans laquelle sont également compris lea 

ays qui n'ont pas encore adopts détinitivement le systéme Moorsom. Cette rédaction ext 
suivante — 

Pour trouver le tonnage net ou Ia capacité utitisable des navires A vapeur, on déduire 
‘du tonnage brut — 

1. Les déductions généeales. 

2. La chambre des machines et des chaudidres, exnetement mesurée. 

3. Le tunnel des navires A hélice. 

44, Llespace exactement mosuré des soutes & charbon fixes 

5. Siles navires A vapeur n'ont pas de soutes fixes, ou seulement des soutes latévales 
‘avec des soutes w cloisons mobiles, on appliquera la rdgle du Darube. 

6, Les navies & soutes fixes pourront recovoir des certificate exprimant Vapplication 
dela rigle du Danube au lieu du mesurage des soutes, 
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7. Le total des d&luctions spéciiles aux navires A vapeur ne pourra dépasser 60 pour 
cent du tonnage brut. 

8. Pour les remorqueurs, les déductious ne seront pas Timitées A 50 pour cent, 
On déduira tout espace compris dans le mesurage exact de la chambre des machines et 
des chaudidees, soit avec soutes fixes, soit sclon la régle du Dasube, s'ils n'ont pas de 
foutes fixes, mais seulement sls ne sont employés que pour remorquer. 

‘9, En attendant que tous les Gouvernements alent adopté les propositions de Ia 
Commission pour arriver A l'uniformité du. jaugeage, on pourra donner aux navires 
vapeur sppartenant aux Etats qui ont aga adopté le systtme Moorsom, un cortifieat 
dans Jequel le tonnage net sera exprimé selon les régles da Danube, ou cn mesurant 
Ics soutes fixes; ils seront taxés alors d'apris ce certificat officiel, dans les ports dtrangers. 

10. Dans les pays oi le systime Moorsom sera, mais n'est pas encore adopté, tos 
‘avires A vapour pourront étro mesunés d’aprés la Regio Loi Anglaise de 18%4, avec 
es facteurs 01017 et 0.018, On déduira du tonnage brut ainsi trouvé les espaces. proposcs 
par Ja Coromission soit pour les soutes fixes ox pour les soutes & cloisons mobiles; les 
‘bavires recevront un certificat contenant Jeur tonnage brut et leur tonnage net et ils scront 
taxds dane los ports rangers dap Jo tonnage net de oe cerifct afte, bi 

Gillet fait obnerver qu'il est prot A accopter quelques ns des articles propos 
5 carro pour Suctoor on fot on Peak sen Gouremmece 

M. Jansen (Puys-Bas) expritme sa reconnaissance & M. te Colonel Stokes davolr 
trouré une rédaction aussi claire et prévise pour formuler wex propositions, 

Bon Kzcellence Kdhem Pacha ot M. de Heidenstamm y adbirent comploment ot 
Sassocient oux remerciments exprimés 4 M. le Premicr Délégué de ta Grande Frotngoc, 

M. le Colonel Stokes fait observer qu'une grande part du mérito de la nouvelle 
rédaction rovient i M. le Premier Déligué dex Pays-Bas. 

‘Quolques Glaircissements préliminaires & propos dos remorqueurs ayant été donnée i 
3M, Anasgyrox, ur Te dic qu'il en 8 ‘exptimé, 

‘M. le President proctde au vote des dix articles propoaés par M. le Colonel Stok 

Lee Noa. 1, 2,3, et 4 sout votés & unanimité dex Paissasicos préacntcs. 

‘Ont voté pour les Nos. 5 et 6 I'Autriche-Hongric, Ia Belgique, I'Expagae, la Grande: 

ne Ia Greve, I'italle, los Pays Bas, ln Sudde ot la Norvdge, ir Turquie, 
‘Allemagne et 1a Rosie out réservé lour vote. 

‘Avant de faire voter le No. 7, M. le Président met mux voix un amendement do 

Me ri deductions al A vapeur passer 
luctions totales pour les navires A vi ne pourront pas dé 50 pour 
‘cont du tonnage brat. ae <i 7 e 

Ont votd pour : 

LiAultiche-Hongtie, VEspagne, les Pays-Bas. 

ut rte conte 

LiAllemagne, tn Belgique, ln Grande Bretagus, es Grice, Malic, In Russo, la Suide 
pea adopte mite \ 

suite de ce vote, la. Commission adopte & unanimité des Puissances présents to 
No. 7 de la rédaction de M. le Colonel Stokes, 2 

-M. le Prévident ret aux voix le No. 8. 

One wot pa: 

Autriche-Hangrie, ta Belgique, 'Espmgne, la Grande Bretagne, tn Grive, Iulie, 
les Pays Bas, ln Sudde ef ln Norvége, la ‘Turguiee a 

TAllemagne @ voté pour aveo les moditications résultant des réserves faites, 

La Russie réserve son vote, 

‘Les Now. 9 ot 10 sont acceptis par toutes les Pulssances, & exception de J'Allem 
et de la a qui réservent ene ‘i me 

‘MM. les Délégués de la Grande Bretogne dient. qu’ayant fait une proposition dont la 
valeur était dans son ensemble, ils auraient eet Soro to, bloc. |e: Ja Commis- 
Sion a désiré voter les articles séparément, tlk ont di nécessairement voter pour chaque 
farticle; mais ils déairent insistor sur les opinions coatenues dans Texposé qu'ils ont 
prcsenté dane la derniére séance. - Leut vote pour Artile-4 ne doit auounément kmpliquar 
‘une adhésion au ayatdme de mesuror les soutes, 

“Ve danren (PayeeBas) pre M. le President de mettre aux vaix Ia résolution suivante 
qu'il propose i Paceeptation de le Comminsiot ‘ 

Slim des espices permanents qui ont &é déduits, est employs pour y mettre des 
smrchandises ou. des passegers, ou pour en tirer da profit on Vaffretant, cei espace som 
Spon tonnage nt pourra play ere Ul a 

(. Matiei trouve que a proposition dont il s'agit ‘entre pas dans Jes atuibutions 
dea Comutacon, "En Fasoptant ce erat epider sar la Lgiaation de chaque paye 





abt; Jomen (Pare Baw) rétique que da moment aon tit une riglejatermationae, 
on doit assurer les moyens do sa stricte exécation. Il trouve, par conséquent, que 
demande ne dépase wullemedt le utriations de a Commissions tne 1 

Sir Philip Francis snssocie A Vopinion exprimée par M. le Délégué de WItalie et est 
davis qulune tele trude si elle avait Hieu, serait plutdt de fa compétence de la justice du 
pays nuqnel appartiont le dinquent. 

M. Zamara partage d'autant plus Vavis de M. le Premier Délégué des Pays-Bas, qu'on 
4 4é trés-libémal pour lot navires & vapeur. 

AM. Gillet trouve que ta résolution proposée a beaucoup de edtés qui Vengagersient 


& acceptor, mais qu'il no sauralt promettre positivement que son Gouvernement 
donneraht son aseentiment 5 ? 


M, de Heidenstamn ln votera comme no recommendation & fhire 
MAL, tes: Déléuds de la Grande Bretayue disent qu'ls s'associcraicnt & tx proposition 
ai ello dtait forwuléo dans ta forme dune suggestion faite aux Puissances et indiquant une 
ieo qui pourrait étre utilement appliqués. 


M dent mot aux voix Ia proposition de ME. le Premier Daégué des Pays-Ban 
it voté pour 


I Hongrs, Vspaane, ta Grande Bretagne, ta Grdee, lee Payy-Bas, et le 
vee. 


Litas, la Turquie 
L’Allenngne et Ia Belgique ont rdscrvé leur vote, 
M. le Président wet aux voix une seconde motion de M. Jansen (PaysBas) ainsi 
congue 


Pour los navires vans pont op asloptera PArticle 24 de la Loi Anglaise de 1854, 
Ont voté pour 


LeEpag rande Bretagne, les Pays-Das, 1a Sutde et la Norvégo, la Turquie 
nt vous contra: 
L’Allemagne, I'Autriel 
VArticle y relatif), et Italie. 
La Russe néserve son vate. 


M. Zamora fowle son vote sur Ia considération quit ne eroit pas nécessaire do 
proaider pour fo mesomge wires non pontés avec autant de détails que pour les 
rands navires et iL ext Wavis que si on ne fouibe pax d'accont sur un mode simple 
le jaugeage pour Jes petite bitiments de cette espice, n'ayent, daillours, awcane hinportance 
Internationale, il n'y aurnlt pas ¢ laisier h chaque pays to soin do tes jauger 
de Ia mnoiére ga'il eroirat In 

IM. les Dele deta Grande Dretogne font tx motion su 
Lee Soumignés, Délégués deta Grande Bretagne, se riferant  VArticle 4 da 

Rigloment intériene adopté par In Commission ot aux conclusions votées au sujet du 
tonnage brut, ont Thouneur de proposer A la Commiaion de reprendre ta discu, 

sur Métondue & donner au jaugenge qui fixe to toonage brut, dans le but de m 

FScier a, dition dex evpuces converts et clos, pds d 

Hégue d’Allernage. 
“Les Soussignés proposcat de mettre cette discussion Ja suite des rvsolutions 
concernant le tonnage net qui sont a Vordre da jour. 


Hongrie, ta Belgique, ta Grive (dans Ia non connnissance de 


(Sign) “J. Sroxes. 
“Pu. Franen 
La Commission accepte la discussion, 

M. le Colonel Stokes présente lex développements suivants avec la remarque que 
lo Canal ide Suice cat une dee entreprises qui soutfrent do Vierdgularité & Inqulle la 
Aixcusion proposce a pour but do mettre wn terme : 

En fixant les esgaces qui doivent étre compris dana le tonnage beut, a Commission = 
adopté expression suivante:— 

“Le tonnage brut comprend le mesurage dle tous les espaces auedeseus du pont 
supérieur ainsi que de toutes los constructions permangntes couvertes et closes sur ce pont.” 

TL y a lien dobserver que le constructour ou armateur d'un navire se servant do 
‘tin, ddbction, pourra metire us oot edditoncel ou“ avrdagedcck” par’ dossus seat 
Pont supdcour’ de toonsge, qe! ex fet consitun un sutto pont, et resferme we ee 
ui dovmmit étre compris dans le tonnaze taxable da navire, car il sert a produire de fréts 
mals lo coustructour ou Tarinateur réclame exemption de cet espace par le motif quil 
Riext pas tout-i-fuit fermé ou tout-A-fait couvert. Des ouvertures pratiqnées dans le pont, 
‘Ot dans to-cas oi i] ne couvre pas toute Ia du navire, absence dune cloison 
4 un bout, le sousteniralent, en effet, au caructive clos. My «lieu de fixer d'une maniére 
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sctvelte en Angletere, ls définition de’ ces espaces 
Ta Tol actuelle ST ee Déligués de Ix Grande Bretagne 
i ar crotae romhera uceord sur ie recounnamdation qi 


ra cals sete is proposition megtionnée 
sider 3 nese cl a eg, M. Hargteso, ent props 


i nie Tretagne wenteniait tire mesuirer que 
por Me Premice D&kegoe de la” Grande Betagne, wenyeniiet Tr 


Toternationnle 10 


eri le yal wort destings&reeveit du marchunng Go fos TS 
a ods de Péquipage. Cela we pas a 
Brepenition, parceque, un. emmtgur eve covwtructiops & tn xéanee du 11 de ce mois let 
Soue-Camité | Por les votes (ised quel espace est, etlon, eux, sujet an taxes cf deh 
Delegate AMegre ie ie rout. nollement songs A deer quel espnoe 
voce devrait etre dd ee 
At ale a) trouve Ta queatlon tes 66 Ne eat en niechernin dan 
Af, Janzen (Pay ee) verre ct eroit que cette proposition ten fare rentrel Me 
eer les capaces ouverts et non fers, Hserit contrite ou. prince AONFy 
mr a Comision itor met wut fe poot une couverture ul ees 
te eae que, eam ih aeing-ek,” oy mtta dos 
imarchandlive qu'on ne foro 198 Pie du“ deck-lond.” Hn'y » que le deductions 
Ga, Sela Oe al tk i forme un absi ye davralt ve compris 
de ex. ul eat Pernt eto om oll deviendrait presqu‘an pooks | 
sane cn a a ee cota ql ak ryplement de réige? euiroment In 
Tee nclicad Edhem Pacha coratate qu'll ag 
ésolition adoptée par la Coma 
aioptée past que Ia question sole prive en, s6Hieute 
seen ihaeruee et propose que Tbe’ de ee, point it re 


Son-Comnalssion qui aura d stator 
ries ve een & tx Adislon do 1a Sour-Comaission gut mv 
te aujet, et fait Bioket gue von. bal a A riquement de: provoyoer ne ‘isoueaion 
sur to et apd ie pinSpe gun MOR propose 
a danza (Pay Ta) na eater gut fclteront son teva 
are oe ee pinch ral a les tigles et les instractions de la manitre Ja plos 
doptlon Soaw-Cammnisson religera lx tl 
eta a expire morarage en ais etn als Angas 
"Les nombre des sections Mons uraneerets act par le aysttme Moorsom, soit par 
“Gn pourra, monaer les actions tener 
« syutdine les coondonneee polaros do ME. Now ; 
Je oy one enter Délequé des Pay-Bas dire on outre vote 
oe tecrersenuais. 6 cure lois, ondonnanees, et instructions relatives au 
Geuverreals. ehangerot tr ont den moans dat Tors Ti 
caatage dea maviecs chaque fois qu'il 
seoumeaces, 6a instructions exitanton ee 
see Vadte Tanifonnits désitable, i serait utile qu'il y 
a a ha surge, du, jgee de tus les Kite quite ranirlent 10M 
veer fle en ner Siqnment dans tous len autres pass, aie 
ernie fois en Angleterre of Pu ie nliqué, x commaniquer leurs espériencey diacutcr 
Innit dont kes Gouvernrenia respect quan dv roll 
tt fare siya ty de propane eur. 
cations dials ane Lt ieee dane Tes papers do ord ou dans le certifeat Je 
Coaque Gower ig de Vopération da meaurage, ot det celcils par Jesqucle of ® 
we 1 ~ net de chaque nivire, aveo Une ‘déclaration quill ay.» 
years ams bles wily exe, on les fru connate avec Te 


4 eopaération, car ele tt 
aS ine an SousComité de 


acceptées lea reeotnmana= 


Jt chaque année une 


égistre uh expo 
trouvé fe tonnage brut et 
ps eu. dos exemptions 


cen oGoupetts ; ae 
EE rat_rovabe que Jee recommnandations deta Commiaon 
Ee Colonel Stokes cro 


tea trun pccord fcal 4 ta sulte diguel Ynete ai plomatiave ‘obligatoire pour {out 
Sonnervat tien Bun pee contenir tous Tee deraile de V'et#oation. ; 
ui devrn Gtre fait, poure contnie Mle Next pas i la Cominiesion A juger si, et dans 
ere et a alain dey 
set in na ges re eee a 
sor aire 
= 

Gillet insisto sur le point de j 
svar Ia fixntion des attributions du Comi té A instituer. 


(or) 


voit an juste ce que 1a Commission aura A faire et 
savoir fastitaer., Sugitit d'une loi interationale om 





pat cc tomber daccord sur des princes généraas pour que chaque Gi 
icles papices de bord des autres? A Tavi pour que chaque Gouvernement 
le Président coate que le traval de fx Soo Commision prsentery unig 

lement des discussions do In Commission et five ipa wee 

Com tt Heidenvtamm hit observer que cet & 1 eo ee 
ompieion harder le tonnage dnt SP caine 2 aera Ne 
wee’ (ne Ene, ait qu’ ‘i faut vider ayant tout la question préalable s'il y aur. 
Mle Pr : 


cconeertiant Ia Sous-Comuniss 
M, Togoree 


Messiours,—Lorsque, iovmédinte 
our seme , ment apres lx vutation du tonnage br 
prope notation dun Sus Cont de Redaction, du donkey a 
ace dans Vexprit de quelques-uns de mes honorables c war Popy 
eminent tants Fr 
royals cette mesure non seulement mécewaire, mats ibdispensable, et Vespa tou 
ured Yous corainer sur ce pint, Maintnant que nut traux sont ple ances ot 
es 5 chaque pax qui fait avancer notre travail nous en démoatre clalrement 
“By on effet, nous avons votd Ia 
" Kéermination du too 
tious des Articles 20° "21a Lai Anglaise de 185%, mab, sae saa 


nt 


A Mile Délégué d'Espague pour développer sa motion 


tos prescrip. 
lmettre aveune 


"Nous avons décidé ensuit 
ere? ‘eosvite que tous les es f 
ni tpn ne ea 
fous avons th les déductions a 
poor aniver nu rmlag apes cla, les duction hire a tonnage Bet den navies A 
“Nous venous enfin de nous mettre duccond action 
sur le onnnge brat de ate derspear pour netics oa 
. lepuin bien longteny tous Y 
Geosrernnants Ta danio ecto Comniaan Tstwuaccls pou Rane 
orem Jauge, Crest done Yaceomplissement de cette che qui nous incombe 
‘Nous avons voté, en principe, les basex fundamentales Sit 
ob torts Pour que Ges bans entainent une applicaion oi fen ean 
Sh tus for Goaveriements lev acceptent dans wn dal plas ou molne tong, it me pect 
urgent do Je fer cm le Protocole ‘une wanitr prin, care, exact, qu re docs pas 
nase a ara are tGearter A ven fos résultats pratique es 
Les techniciens dal Hea dit Jouvernements, qui 
dans le sin de i Confrence dupe tne dae pense Parone ach eee 
le niciser 


avne monigee non équivoq i 
on ® Gquivoque In formate qui exprime le mieux Yopinion de ta Commin 


1 et fermés €0 permanence 


it Hes conclusions dont it 
existantes, io west dans In Lol Anglaise de 1 
4 doot le teste forme Ta bse do notte second Teaeeptoafonenty se gone a 
we do notre accord, & Vexception to loos que 
Geto lol ucoe dine tele do tonbagr bt pour ulgage eg targa oe pe 
fluctions que nous avons exclues. I! Yensuit que dn reformen sont abwol at oes 
ites mu texte mime do I Tol doot il agit it appurtont & Ix Cocmmisnion dy don 
ce iow son approbation, lorsqueles I seront soumine, Sse 
rdaiger et aes slo lon ueat que cell de iw cha pret sain de 
traction ete dos partic de aol Angle scepties yar ous 1° 
ton ot somes ioe ature poor robbwclr. os résaltat que ty nomination 
y yant pour mission de faire conseienoeusement ce travail, le soumettne 
approbation dela Comiatn aia folusorers, apr Vevote dimen exsing Set 
lement que nous purviendrons & cons} Protocole Paterpetation 
sit wealerent ge signer dans notre Protocole 1 
tas dex conclusions voc en barat en ide temps Cs Sane 
See outous or de qui nofhont pas peut-ltre propres & pouvuir étre 


le Sour ett arit le moment ext arrivée do nommer 


it netont as exuctement Unis dans nucune des lois 


: des personnes qui compose 
miision que je propose, lex questions teoiques A fore du jar ayant ae 
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accumulé on travail suficant de réaction, qu'il convient dentreprendre, sans perto do 
teope 
: sues que je vous prirai de voutoie bien accepter Ia proposition 


* Crest pout exla, Mes : ; 
aque jal foralée. Ce serait, sans doute, le moyen le plas logique pour ariver i ablic te 


Heese fttemnational que nous avons on vue. Et pour ma part, je me félicite de voir la 
Conners sion entrer dans une voie qui conduite stirement A [sétablisiement d’an systime de 
Jangeage usiforme, le plus logique, le plus complet, et le plos pratique de tons peux qui 
‘aint jamais exist.” 


M, Gillet constate que fs Sous-Commission n'aura & stoceaper que, de Munication 

sale du toninage et que ce n'est pas Li le seul motit de la convocation de 1a Conférence 

oan Sublime Poste, Hen trouve pas que les vues de MM. les Délégués de In Sudde- 

Qiocrtae et d'Bapagne soient complisement d'accord quant & tn tiche d wasigner nu Comité 
de Réaction, 

Sf te Fieidenstamm fait observer que Ia Sublime Porte demande une décision sur les 

Un memo rapport sullirait. 


deux ebtéa de Ta question, tant etadrale que »péviale 
Mle Catone) Stokes ajoute que la Sovs-Commission davmnit avoir pone but principal 


‘de trouver une redaction esnote qui rendralt fiddlement tes décisions privos par In Comite 


M: le Président wet wax voix ta motion de M, te Délégus d'Rapagne 


do Rédaction vera nominé dans te but de pricisor pat 


"Vin Sour-Con < 
Ja Commission Internationale, 


Abcisions prises wuccessivemnent jusqu'd présent par 
Ja Commission Padopté & I'unanini 
Sont nomunés membres du Comité de Réaction. z 
MM. le Colonel Stokes, Togores, Zamara, Janssen (Belgique), ot Matte. 
seetinvitation de M. te Président, We Becréuire donne lecture d'une lettre, en date du 
17 Novembre, adresaée par aon Excellence Rachid Pachs, Ministre dex Affaires Etrungiros, 
i non Excellence Habem Pacha, ares Ix pit de porta la conmalewocs, dio Ja Commiexion 
Jateroationale ane communication que I’Ambossade de France vient de faire parveni 
effet, A In Sublime Porte. 

{La communioation 

sLes Commiaaires Francais ont eu pour mi 
colldigues, le Gouvernement Ottoman a déterminor Ia 6 
fat pone par In lettre viziricie, ct & rigler aur cette base le 
{que In dlscumaion séloigue de co terran, leur mandat est terminé. 
aeupée de Tonificntion des mnéthodes de jaagoage, 1a majorité es Déléguts « manifests ea 

eldvence pour le aystime Moorsom, seriblant ainsi exclure Vexamyen de ta question do ta 
mnclté uttiable, "Les Cornminaices Fraogeis ont insisté pour que cet examen f0t iimé- 
Mintement abordé, maix ta majorité cera devoir défirer i leur demande. Cette 
Aleixion imnplique-t-elle do In part de Ia Commisshon, le dewacin d'Geurter cette question de 
‘eeu délibirations ultérieures ? 

“Ly Gouvernement Fraogals n’a pas en vue do réformer le systime Moorsom, qui cut 
aujourd'hui Ta base de ses tariications ; mai, comme te nombre de tonneaux afficiels qui 
Reauite de o¢ systimne est manifestement infériour au. nombre de tonneaux de marchandtises 
‘du poids de 1,000 kilog., qu’an navire peut prendre A fet, it demnade quo ta Commission 
Fecherche Fécart existant entre ces deux nombres, afin que ta détermination de cet deart 

r In Porte permette ta C je du Canal delfeotier #es poreeptions wur une base 
Preontestée, S'il n'est pasaatiahlt & notre demande, le Gouvernement Frangais ne traitors 
pilus Ia question que par I vuie diplomatique, 

Mite Koyjek eroit devaie motive son opinion devant ta communication faite dais les 
termes suivante, ea priaot sex colldguer de x'y nssodlor ct d'envoyer comine réponse de Ie 
Cotnmiesinn, In rédaction congue en. ees fermes 

Wien Comuianion constate quelle n'a jamais ea Lntention d'geatter une question 
qoeleonquo proposce par Tun ou autre Délégud elle avait simplement amité que le 
Aestion du tonnage genéral sora diacutée avant fee untres questions. P 

or Wiseusaten sur cette question Gant épaisde, la Commission est prite i entendre 
MM. les Déléguce de Prance fornuler leurs propositions qui seront discutéos au sein de Ts 
Commission. 

sr Ea Commission se. réseree, cependant, toute = liber, quant i Tapplication de tel 
uel tononge qui aurat h servir de’ Vase dé, perception poar la Compagnie du Canal de 


ate Cones. tions Lggales. seronit soamioes un examen approfond et spécial de In 


part de ts Commission. . : 
Ua Commission, n'a pas eu Vintention de préjuger cette question particuidre par ses 


mnt it wlagit ext congue daw lex termes suivants == 
fon d'sidor de concert avec leurs 

té utiliaible dont Jo principe 
‘péage du Cano}, Du moment 
Lis Commission stant 





Er 


‘dbats sur In question générale d 
eats ion générale du tonnage : elle procidera avec la méme are 
dex propositions oi seront formosa BEM. is Deeg irae 
rons Priident met on disession ta rotin de. le Prem Délégué d’Autriche- 
root eccaper du Canad Ser que his es ites perenne ae 
eyes tata ayes) donne S.ggalTwrs Kosjeh. 11 doit, 
cepa rotestr contre ube expression de ae n Francaise, d'aptés Inguelle 
M. le Colunel Stoker conatote. ou x 
question do tn capacits utube ot quiclie cede ae 
gurgtin de beac qu'elle prixe on considéeation. » L'abstenti 
P ._Liabstention 
simple ce quant i Tone 
Vespolr de wot renter ses callisues de France, pout sider te Commione te geas ree 
wees vies snee, pout aider Ya Commission & inicux préciser 
Ms e Baron de Steiyer est ds 
ent 6st davis que la réaction proposde 
Aube ote ne ps rc a onketies Ponce Ta Goa 
seni a aed ear te Manette a, Cem 
feo ce gute entendeatpar expect utils, On lie pan expan, Per 
commerce et Je tonnean de jouge dent la don seat ‘occup 

jn pret °T ate Tatton inline co keane certs 
FSi el wou Re ena is Seta re oom 

K Gest cette. question que M. le Premier Belegue de Rosie 


ie In Commission veut en to 

rend de SIM. fn Daldgue de Fran, ene 6 relia pos esi fee oe 

sei pour y voir divergence Wopision, ee 
Hoo fa ane (Relginse) ve mle le propovton de M. le Premier Delgué Autti 

que Jom vate aut Ae proposition qui a motive Vabstention do 


MM. les Déléguds do Bs MM, } fi 
is do France, MM, les Déléguée d’, mange e 
aaté a quton aa Canal do Soce rte aan ee ee 
oreneat Frasale dena maintenant wg A ipiteent li irs. # 
saint’ oker dit aw réponse AM, le Prevaice Délégné de Rusale wot 
ard a ueston de Text, parce que MN. les Délguce ds Fanos de sont lyteta out te 
ion de iui ub, Se sae cor 
‘veulont mettre une proposition y ayant trait i i 
Sree tote liber let ened” adhe, par Baa on emsemia Co 
Bropsitio fie par ME. 6 Pri Pedegud @Anirche Hongr ee 
Gillet ni pax besoin d'assuter qu'il désire particulld 
colts Fue ane Casino, iments seesarved nate iat 
roporition fhite par eux, lear donnorait la powslbilitée de Pea ahdeeeisearieee 
demande fale wines emule cn ee 
ee at a Pana ant 1 pute gu ay our, aa ge cin 
ne une 4 ase incontestée.” A Vavie de M. Je Pree = Danes nie, Pies 
Brdhuger be guetion son vouhit admire ccte mantre de oir On vot que fe onsets 
1000 log. cit const comme base ede ercption pu i Co See res 
rchant i déterminer le tonnewa de jange, la C rash leasot velanda 
Popes en gsc uc du ie eS = alee ated 
donne, par coeéquent, son vote A tn motion de M. de Ki 
Hea, pr q otion de M. do Keajek. 
Digs de haste lapigpents Regie tee os tons aa fe a Be Bi 
aan, de Rosie InpiqurtTexpaton de trex ply par VActe de Concer 
sion, Cette qvention pours dre dieure Torsue Fexamen We et Acte nen mis Fore 
ope pene See écluireront sans doate, alors, la Ci 
hia lip Bramets et M. Togores adbivo ‘0 " ive pel 
sou cri Pac Kosch, Togores adhoront égale at Ala rédaction proposée comme 
Hone Préident miet nox voix tx proposition de M, le Premior Delégué d-Autrichon 
“Li Commiaion die Tunas 
c a ‘unanimité que le e la moti Koj 
cee mi quel texte dela maton dM. de Rojk serra 


te so 
7 St prié den faire part, an nom do Ja Commission, & son Fxeellence 


eroit que In 
Tears prog 
tion des droits da Cs 
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AM: Ie Colonet Stokes propose de fixer V'ordre da jour de In prochaine séance. | 

Pee caton de ta question générale du tonnage étant pour le moment terminée, il 

Conmasion donner a MM. lex Déléeués de France Vocension de développer 

‘Aone en décidant dexaminer si le mode actuellement appliqué dans Ia percep~ 

de Suez est en harmonie avec les prescriptions de TActe de Con- 

di ee eae Firman Impérial, suivant Vinterynétation qui leur a été donnée per les deux 
lettres vizirielles & son Altesse le Khédive. 

“DM. Jensen (Pays-Bas) désire avoir une tra 

AN eroit que Vordre da jour proposé faclite en tous points 

Jes Déléaqués dle France $a décision si Ja 

4 par M. le Promior 


duction officielle du Firman de Concession, 
Tn rentrée de MM, les Délégués 


TM, Gillet scrait davis de Inisser 4 MM. I 
dicounsion qu'ils désirent cotre ov ou non duns Yordre du jour propos eri 
Hercané dela Grande Bretagne, Sans cela, ce serait une restriction que In Cavnhaio 
ast ie Jéctaration, en propomant la discussion sous Ye point de vue du Conal de 


Suet. 

WM; de Kosjek drt Vovis qu'on adopterit Tordre du jour, tout en révervant h MM. Tes 
Délégués de France de développer leurs propositions wnnoncées. 

Ta Commiction adhiro n Tunusimité & avis exprime yor Mt, te Premier Délégu 
@#Autriche-Hongri. 

Tee ee rident prononce tw cldture, en annongant que Ia prochiine aGance de Ie 
Conunfonion eat rernine att Mardi suivant 42 Novembre, & canto de la five du Baran 

Lo Président, 
(Sign) = KDHEM, 


‘CAnarittonony, 
SSS a 
Inclosure 2 in No. G41. 


Defition of Covered anid Cloved-in Spaces abo 
rotlons permaneates ¢t closes sur le pont supéricar on doit entendre tonto 
nités par dos ponts on couvertures ot des cloisons fixes 
STrepacatant une augmentation de capacité gut pourrait Bue tiling pour TarinnEe do 
aoeepaiges oa Te Togerment ct a commodité dea passagers et du perxonoel du bord ‘int 
rrerture queileconque ou plusicars ouverturer, soit sur_le pont on couverture so 
dan les cleisons,ains qu'one fnteruption du gant et Te mange ‘d'une partie de eloison, 
selce ecpécheront pan etre compris dans Ye tonnage brut si, apets Je enésumies Ge 
es eae feclemnent renducs propres au transport. de warchandises ct passagers. Mu 
Fe 'Cpncor sous des toitures dlobri ways d'autres Hiens avec te cone du. navite a Tes, 
sapptte nécouaires h leur sliaité, qui te covatitaent. pas des expaces limites et ati one 
creas dane fagon permanente atx iteimperios ct. lamer ne weront pes compel dant to 
Tarende brat, bic que ees toleares puiment seevie A arbritar lex homes de Téquipages ee 
ride pont it tine certaines, marchandives appeldes eargaison de pont ("dol 


joule”). 
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No. 642. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Karl Grawlle—{Received December 22.) 


No. 38. 
Sip ond Pera, December 12, 1873. 
AE have the honour to report to your Landship that the discussions on tonnage 
that the Commission should proceed 


teen closed on the 18th ultisio, we’ proposed 
Mite the mode at preseot applied by the Suex Canal Company in levying 


Ith ‘the prescriptions of their Act of Concession, and the 

ho Vinal lotters to the Khedive of Rzypt (see 
sent under another cover.) 

the resumption of the Comenission's mectings till 

gabe he discussion of the 

13, herewith sent. in duplicate, 


we the Upper Deck. 


PAR const i 
celles qui constituent los expaces Tim 


having 
toemtice 
ther dues, ie in harmony W 
peial Firman, a interpreted by. 
sagen 16 and 17, 
fae provented the resumption 
‘the 25th ultimo, when, the French Delogates still remaining 
Shove order of the day. was begun. The Procte-cerbal No. 
dives the particulars of | 
Bree Tao ane je contents by sing, confined our romain 
imple exposition of our ‘view of the meaning vee ve it es oe eee 
simple exposition of ‘The Company. We concluted, by insisting on the iMagality of the 
rc e x 
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Hitter procedure, and that the Company should be compelled to resuine « legal mode of 
levying its dues. 

‘he Dutch, Austro-Hangatinn, Spanish, and Turkish Delegates, made important 
remarks in suppart of the postion wo ld assuuel, The Rusk sa at Dal 
Repeated some observations on the atilizable space, by 
‘question before the Commission. 

(The discussion was adjourned at the usual hour, and resumed on the 29th, when the 
Presideat conGrmed the important statement. made’ by his colleague, Salih: Palo, in the 
Preceding sitting, to the effect, that * there rea 3 
with its divider 100, is that which determines most correctly the total capacity of rosea 
Cait ia making this syster undergo tho juxt and equitable deductions proposed by the 
Comission, shat the nett tonnage, or the utilizable eapacity will be obtaike 

‘The Sublime Porte was, therefore, right in Feoommending the nett tonnage obtained 

tem. (See Proeds-verbat No. 13, p. 27.) 

Bothem Pastas ineintonance of this declaration was importantjps political pressure hid 
boun but on the Porte to procure w withdrawal of ity by ite confirmation the Parte it 
distinctly pledged to the opinion expressed, which of itself appears to us to he u sutheecs 

watiou of the Company, whether oF not the Commission, pronowoces Jodgment on 
the subject. 

{n the discussion of the 29th we supported our opening remarks of the 95th, which 
Gere based only on tho Vinirial letters, by some further arguments drawn from the Achar 
Siuecrsion iteelG and. from the speeches mado in England In 1897 ia, presente, of 
M- de Loweps, and afterwards confirmed by hin publication of them and dedicrtion to the 
Houses of Parliament, 

We also took this opportunity of making the Commission ofcially acquainted with 
the negotiations which we had cartied on with the Fronch Delegates, with view toot 
understanding on the basis of « surtax. 

$¥e mentioned the terms approved by Hor Majesty's Government, and expressed our 
surprise that such n fr offer had met with s0 colds response, 

We then, after allndingg to:renowed nttempts at effecting an arrangement, invited the 
Comission to pronounce decision on the question submitted by us in the preceding 
sitting in the form that we were prepared to subnit 

‘As reported in our No. 34 of this date, we could not take a vote on that day, fa 
Consequence of the urxent solicitation of the German Delegate that tore thine shell ba 
ten to the French Delegates to receive furthor instructions, and because the wording of 
the decision prepared by ws in accord with the Delegates wcting with us, did not tect eith 
acceptance from the Porte, to. whom the Ottoman Delegates nd submitted ie 

Tho modifications they proposed, by the direction of his Excellency Ischia Pasha, 
were totally jondmisible, ax they would have: rendered. nor Judgment ax vague and 
‘undeaided os the interpretation to whieh it is intended to give foree, 


draft which 
Passges which appeared indispensable to the Ottoman G We, 
‘xdleavoured to procure a vote on this question on that day, the ‘nd imtant, 

‘The French Delegates had, howover, that moruing reecived fresh instruct 
were thought by some of our colleagues to render ait arrangement cortaim, 4 not 
Srinider therm, a+ explained by tho Russian Delegates, likely to lead to an understanding. 

Ve therefre, rested a motion for aljouroment, made by Baron. de Steger’ bot os 
Avision, we wero placed in a tninority by the caating voto of the President. 

We, ‘therefore, pressed: for a meeting on tho 4th, on which day Wwe mucocele in 
inlucing our collenguex to vote the Srst part of the Resolution, by which the igaliy ot 
the present toll system of ‘the Caonl Company is declared, 

This first part contains the statement of ‘the grounds or premises on which the second 
POE OF hecewary conclusion thereftom is based, 

ithe fit two, and most important. of these pretises were voted repeatedly, the 

were taken together, | They are to be drafted by a Committee before belts: 

Ai, but the formal adoption of their sense isin itself an important step, for even 

fhe arrangement of an understanding come to pass, these ‘votes ‘will. prove 

Samiaakeably what is the opinion of the Commission on the Iegality of the present pro 
‘coedings of the Company. 

en jacennE Of the efforts to effect an arrangement, the details of which are given ia 
‘Smother despatch, the vote on our resolutions his nat yet been taken, tor las {he te 
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wwe will not: 

Yo have, however, declared that we 
os Po an Ugangement beyond noon on Saturday. 
we are determined to press our 


‘a prolongation of the negotis 
iv leagues that they will then 


i is received, we 

Hour no satifictory answer is received, wo are 

we Fidon tonya, and have reccved assrances trots OUF 6 ? 

ae We have, Se. 
a Signal” J STORES, 

" P, FRANCIS. 


= 
Inclosure in No. 642. 
Commission Internationale pour te Tonnas 


Procte-Verbal No. 13,—Béance du 4} Nocewbre, 1873 (4 Chewal, 1290). 
Présidence de oon Excellence Epix Pacia. 
Prisents: 

Pour I'Allemagne— 

M. Gillet, 

M. Hargreaves. 

? Autriche-Hongrie— 
our Ae Chevalier de Korie. 

M. Zamnnea, 

M. Nicolich, 
Pour la Belgique— 

"Mt Casile Jansen, 
Pour I'Espagne— 

Don Angel 

Don Jong 
Pour ln Prance— 


Pour la Grande Brotagne— 
M. le Colonel Stokes. 
Sir Philip Francie 


Pour ln Grbce— 
M. Anangyros 
VI taio— 
Poor le Commandeur Matta, 
M. le Chevalier Vernoni. 
Pour lex Pays-Bas— 
‘M- le Chevallor Jansen. 
M. Keun, 
Pour In Russie— 
M. le Baron de Steiger, 


it Jn Sudo ot Ja Noreége— 
pore Cherlin de Hedenstam, 


Pour la Turquie — 
Pou Exelcace Eahera Pacha, 
‘Son Excellence Salih Pacha. 


LE procter de a dei sane te Yoture une Flr, en date da 


ident, é : Gros Btrangth 
Sar Vinvitation de M. le Prtsidetts I Rachid Pacha, Ministto des Affaires trangsres, 
Bier inte ee ag en ca 
x te ‘stration des Phares de I'Empire, comme troisiéme Del Ty 
i 
tein de ia Commiasiou Internatvoale. 





583 


A la suite de cette communication, Madeilly Effendi pi 
pac Sita” tion, Madsilly Effendi prend sa place a ebté de MM. les 
Sir Philip Francis se ficite do Ventrée dans 1x Commission de Madeilly Effendi 
Ics conrainsonces techniques serunt d'une wilt rio, ne” Madly fend dont 
AM. le Colonel Stokes i 
Mowiours,—La question i ord da jout et celle -— 
Eat-ce que lo mode actuellement appliqué dens Ia perception des droits du Canal de 
suivant Vinterprétation qui leur a été donnée par ex deux letteswnirales & Son Altsee To 
Pour résoudre cette 
entr'oux 
"1. Il faut ddfinir Vinterprétation donnée dans Ie 
a 6 mode de perception gui devrait x resale, et 
‘2, Constater le modo netuellement poursuivi par la Compagni 
cos doux modes sont i Souspagufe tat date fe jor 
ait, modes et ideatqus, I Gecpei tat deaf julaunce Vale de ss 
Aras ‘ildgatent eat tre contrite 3 chtnger son yteme Chae esas 
prescrit par lee lettres viz E Cathe 
“La promitre lettee yiziridlle on date du 17. Dj 1B 
4 i y late du 17. Djersajiul-Biwel 1290 
‘En rafiiant VActe de Concomion le Gouvernomeat, péfal ava enteode ew te 
Mexpreson de tonneau de expacié ql ae trouve dacs un Pavsage de cet Act que das un 
fon alla ila eu mullement en Yue Je tonnage ioserit sar fs papers de bord de tele 
___ “Bn effot, Jos navires de tout pavillon traversent te Canal; ils daivent a’ 
Mispositions de VActo de Concemion étre soumis A une neeigke iaseree ie 
Aiéeents Goceerorents ant pax encore adopté un syste We tonnnge ientiqu, I 
it cwaire do ftw usage de Vexpreason de tonneau de capacité en generale, de tlle 
rounifr, quo cot expreaion it soppliquer ax tonneau. qui serait plus tam ndopté par 
us key Gouvernement nah que pa le Gourernemant Impérial pour sa marine, 
ns cet ono diddes il sernit naturel d'xdopter le tonnage qui donnerait veo Ia 
ls grande approxiution ts copscité usable. ‘by, eowine para lee sates oils 
element en usage, le aystdme Moorsoin est évidersment eclid qui en apprache te plas, 
In Sublioe Porte ext davis quton devrait von tenleau wet tonnage lee chats oe wath 
Tootolois dans Je ens oi lex Puisances on M. de Loseps ne désirerient contlnuer a 
‘unger ce tte i seri ice derunt une Comiimion Interationle belt 
déterminer Ja capacité ufilismble. UL ext évident que le Gouvernettont Impérial 
fixer un mode de monurnge déBnitif, qui n'n pas ence RG et aopts par bes ste 
fixer un mors de ge Mésnitit, qui n'n pas encore été areété et adopté par les auteee 
“On dele dete tte 
"1. Quo la Sublime Porte a eru aecorder que le maximum de crit é 
wt gl que le maxiinnen de 10 fe, serait préleré sur 
#9. Quo ce tonneau de capacité est Tunité d'un ayatime ilentiq 
top par tous les Gouvernement par le ‘Gouveracenent Tap 
jue eo tonnont de eapacité est Vunité par laquelle la eapacité utitiable a’ 
ea avec a pls grande approximation, yeeraee e 
“4, Que te ayxtime qui approche Ie plue de cetto copacité utitisabl 
eek PP pl pact tilimable ext celui de 
apr ti Sebtine Porte cot avn guen dev en ter au ‘oot tonsage’ fd 
11 ext done évident que dans opinion de tn Sublime Porte le 4 
: . ln Sublime Porte lo ‘not tonnage’ fx 
dupes Ie etic Moron rpréante I capaci utilsable Wun vie, andy 
diapris elle forme anni In base de perception des droits. Or, ce tonnage est componé des 
Ui de 100 pds cubcr—appelistonneuux de eancté—et cat ce tonnenn dauel on 
he peut peélever que le droit maximum de 10 fe. M. de Lemepa admet également que 
bet toahage” de SMoorsoms ext Ja bas de perception, unis il Teatend ttre d'use oraedens 
airote " Ains to Comsinnion Intormatoal wd re run, kan 
Zette Commission a proaones quo le aystdime Moorsom, ainsi quil est défind par 
eit Ie sacllecr par coxmeater la Yoamage bears ceele Teteaeeeae ae 
ar un vote de dix voix sur douze, dont deux se sont abstenus, i Padoption dex Puissances 
‘sotnne szatine universel pour codstater le tonnage de naires. 
Elle a aussi recomninudé un mode de définir Je toanage net daprés ce méme 


Question il faut établie dems points principaux ot kos comparce 


deux lettres susmentionnées et 


‘exprime ainsi 


que qul serait plus tard 


“Bo discutant cette question du ‘net tonnage,” In Commission a reconnu que Ia 
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capacité utiliable n'est pas une quantité fixe et invariable ear elle peut changer de voyage 
fen voyage pour Je méme bitiment. 

En fixant une déduction avec un maximum qui ne doit pas tre dépassé pour avoir 
le tonnage net commun aux bitiments ct 8 voile ett vapeur, la Comission a tenu eomple 
dans un certain dégré de cette capacité utilisable. 

41) résulte de ses discussions qu'elle 2 considéré Ja capacité utilisable tre In capncité 
totale moins les espaces qui ne peuvent manifestement pas étre utilisés pour Ia production 
de frét, laissant dans le tonnage net plusieurs espaces qui en certaines cireonstances ne sant 
pas viilisables quoique dans d'autres, ils Te sont. Elle reconnait done que Ia eapacité 
Lilisable pent étre quelquefois moindre que te tonnage net, rmaix elle préfere recommander 
Te dernier comme base de taxation puisqu'll approche de Ia seule manidre pratique & In 
capacité utilisable. 

“Dank tous les pays, Jes Gouvernements reconnaissent le tonnage net dtre to base de 
taxation pour les bute fisonux ct pour compenser les travaux industriels qui sont construits 
pour le bénéice de la navigation. Nous ne pouvons pas admettes qu'on fasse une 
Sistinction entre ces deux buts de taxation. Le tonnage officiel déduit directement et par 
Tes procédés exacte de In capacité d'un navire, foornit Ia seule donnée fixe et digne do 
‘confiancs & laquelle on peut se fier pour taxer un navire, 

+ Quo co soit pour T'an ov Vautro de cex bute que Von, préléve des droite sur ta 
pavigation, il n'y 0 pas une auteo baie également sute et qui n'affre pas objections, | La 
capacité Uiilisable, par exemple, comme lex marchandises contenves, next prs un chiffko 
fixe, ct certes elle hest pas ono base favorable aux intéréte qu’on chorche A défendre, ilo 
t's pas un exposant officiel xi ce n'est Je tonnage net de registre qui en approche ossex 
exactoment et tovjours done manitre favorable A ceux qui ont exéeuté des travaux pour le 
profit de Ia navigation. Ke 

“Légalement, suivant ta lettre vizirille, Is Compagnie de Suez, n'a te droit de 

lever nea droits que sur la capncité ntilisble d'on navire. La mémme lettre vizirelle 
Kemble reconnaitre musal que cette capacité vutilisible ext identique aves Fe tonnage met, 
suivant le systéme Moorsom. 

Comme nous avons ¥u, In Commission est arrivée A lo méme conclusion par un 
exmmen indépendent, Nous Tinvitons A ddclarer formellement que dans son opinion ta 
Compagnie de Suet, pour conformer sex procédée mux éolions des lettres vizirielles, 
devrait prélever ves droits rur 1a capacité utitimble d'un nnvire, représentéo par Ye tonnage 
het inserit sur les pipicrs de bord dee navires, dont le tonnage brut eat mesuré par Te 
tyatime Moorsom de la Loi Anglaise de 1864 que pour Ios navies qui sant ps Tear 
tonnage brut mosuré d'spris co ayatime, oe tonnage vers constaté par le burtme do Tos 
Danube, et le tonnage net en som déduit por une rédnotion de #2 pour cent pour les 
avires A hélice et de 37 pour cent pour les navires 4 roves, juiqu’h co que len rigles 
roposées par cette Commission, pour déterminer te tonnage net, auront &€6 ailaptées at 
‘isos en viggueur. 

“Avant établi ainsi In base do perception que comportent lea termes de la premidre 
fettre vizielle, Sl_ne me foudra que peu de mots pour indiquer te mode actuelloment 
oars pat le Compagnie. On n'a gu ne reporter anx tonnes mimes de Artie 2 de 
fon Acte de Navigation du4 Mars, 1872, of elle dit— 

+42.) Le grows tonnage ou tonnage brut inscrit war lex papiors de bord des nayires 
jnugés dapris lo méthode Anglaise actuellement on urage, vert de base & cetto perception 

* Qusique par sa lettre di 1G Aoiit, 1873, A son Excellence Nobar Pacha M. de 
Lessepe préteade que Ia Compagnie de Suce proléve vos devits aur ce tonnage net suivant 
Tenyetéme Moorsom, le fait reste constant qu'elle lex prdldve sur Te tonnage brut, Je eroin 
que ce fait n'est pax contesté; si on me Vadmet pay, il sors facile de prouver ce que je 
rmaintiens. 

“Les lettres vizirelles, a r0 opinion, preserivent lo tonnage net comme base 
do taxation, In Compagnie prize sur lo tonnage brut, dono le modo actuollemont appliqué 
ddaus ln perception des droits do Canal de Svex n'est pan en harmonio aveo lex prescriptions 
de TActe de Concenion et du Fietown Impérial, suivant Vinterpritation qui leur a été 
Soonde par len deus lettres vizirilles A Son Alteme le Khédive et ta Compagnie devrait 
ire roimende aux voies légales dans ses perceptions 


M. Jansen (Pays-Bas) = 


«Monsieur le Présideot, Messicars—Je réclamo pour quelques instants votre indul- 
gence et votre patience afin de pouvair aussi vous offrir quelques considérations sur le aujet 
qui est A Vordre da jour. e 3 

Apts avis fering Ie pris pate de note travail, celle qui megarde Muniseation 
[61 6Y 
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du_jnugeage, il nous reste une seconde partie bout moius intéressante que la premiéee & 
titer, parce qu’elle a pour du de donner une explication du terme * tonteaa de capmeieée 
comme base de perception de la taxe de navigation sur le Canal de Sues. * 
“SE nous avons pt trouver use scion ala premiére 
solution que nos Gouvernements respectifs trouverou, Jespere, acceptable-quoiqutclle 
alt du Gtre‘cherchée dans des conditions inoins avantagcuses pour ae tel teal’ sees 
Pouvons espérer que nous trouverons ézalement une solution acceptable pour la secunde 
|, ant plots pour cela dane des eicoustanees weileures, Pn! : 
‘Je regrette avec vous, Messieurs, absence des Délézués Frangais. Cette absence 
noys privy do leurs Iumidres, surtout au point de vue de Vintérét des netiounaires duu Canal 
do Suez, qui méritent toutes'nos sympathion, et qui ont devit A une rémunération. pour tes 
faynntages quils ont donné au commerce du monde par Ia grande ceuvro quila on fait 
Réalney of qui transmottea la prostéité le nom ilostr du Président-Diresteur, M. de 
Lesseps. Mais Je sais que vous, comme moi, nous avons tous le desir d'envisacer la 
question do Suez du point de vue le plus avantageux aux intérdts des actionnsines tant 
i'l sera compatiblo avec Ia justice ot Moquité, Alas, malgre le ragret que nous éproovans 
evant Vabyenco de nos eollégues de France, nous ticherons de suppléee 0 tou lew angus 
‘ments quils surulent pu faire valoir en faveur des uetionsuires du Comal de Sues. 
“Vous savez tous, Messicurs, quion 1868 la direction de In Compagnie du Canal 
Maritimo de Suez u nommé une Commission chargée d'exauniner les conditinns de Vexploltae 
tion du Canal. En wadresiant & cette Commission M. le Prévident-Directour do la 
Compagnie disait — 
‘Article 17 de notre Acte de Concession détermine aiasi qu'il suit le mode de 

age duos le Canal 
__“ “Pour indemaiser la Compagnie des dépenses de construction, dentretien et d'explais 
tation qui sont mises h ta charge par es priveaten Sous Tautorianen de & Prise, ef 
Pendant toute la durée de sa puissanse telle quelle a été ditorminge pur les partgraphies 1 
‘et 2 do Article précédent, & étabtir et percevoir, pour le passage dans les cahaux et porte 
‘en ddpendant, des droits de navigation, de pilotage, do remorquage, de halage ou de 


statioanement, suivant dos tarifs qu'elle pourra modifier & toute époque sous Ia 
expr 


question soumise & 


porcovoir ces dite sans aucune exception ni faveur sur tous les navires 
itions identiqnes. 

«2, De publier les tarifs trois mois avant ta mise en wigueur dans les capitales et lew 

rts de commerce det pny intéressés. 

“*3, De ve pas exctiler pour le droit spécial de navigation, le chidfre maximum de 
10 ff, pr tonneau de capacité des navires ot par téte de i 

** Notre rigle de conduite eat toute trace dans le libellé de ’Article 17 de notre Acte 
do Concession. Notre préocoupation constante doit tro de pervevoie des droits strictement 
égaucx pour les navires de toutes les nations, 

"Tous les navires sont portours de permis de navigation sur lesquels le toi 
officiel ext Indiqué, Le jaugenge determing dans chaque pays, pour servir de base & Ia 
perception dos impdte ov droits de toute nature que lex navires oat a payer, ext done tris. 
roto pra. ; 

* Mais ainsl que vous ne Mignorex pas, Messiours, In méthode de Jaugenge dit 
une muaniére tris seosiblesulvaat le pays, et Ia Compagute ne eat percerolr es dros 
dans des conditions qui avantageraient certains pavillons. 

*On. peut dire que In comparsison entros les trois méthodes do jaugeage, Francaise, 
Anglaise, ot Américaine, donne pour résultats qu’un navire jaugé 300 tonnes en Fraaice 06 
serait jangd en Angleterre que 250 tonncaux et 150 4 200 en Amérique 

“convient en consequence, d'aopter comme tonneau mari type un dex tonnexax 
do mer actuels ler mieux établis, satisfaisunt en méme temps ot lox intértts de ta Compagnie 
et ecux de la marine. : 

La jauge officielle Francaise nomit suas contredit tout & Tavactase de la Compagnie, 
Mais peut-ttre dounerait-elle lion A de justes réelamations. Le tonteau officiel Anclais 
Paralt se préseater comme un excellent terme moyen. : 

vag. tt Une fols le tonneau type adopté Ia question se simplifie; il sullirait, en effet, 
@Aablir aveo exactitude le rapport existant entre le tonneau type choisi par In Compagnie 
[Pour servir do base & In perception de ses droits, et ceux des autres nations muritimes, 

£2 peecatation des perwis de aavigation portant la jange officielle, oa surtaxerait ow 
Aétaxorait Yes uavires des differences en plus ou en moins qui existeraient entre leur 
fonnuge Glabli apres les mesures de leur pass et le méme tonnage rapporté ay tonnroa 
soarin pe dela i. 

"Poplaion at exprimée de tee comp, dane une cttaine mesure, du chargéoveat 
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oj du navire toutes les fois que co chargement réel dépasserait Ia. jauge officielle déclarée. 
Teena il dinterpdter FAvticle e notre Acte de Concession qut détermine Ye droit da 


Ti sagiait ici in 
POE, ous athésitons pas A ndiwetre Finterprétation la plus libérae ct @ adopter comme 
base de perception le mode fe plus avantagenx pour Te commerce, soit Ia base du jmuguage 
ciel. ety 
z ‘ éviventain bordine rendu public 
Le tonnage proportionnel appliqué A tous les vires, suivant nd public 
nai le mete de dcenminer one perception égle pour tous le navies ne vert pas 
“tuple et &ultable, découlant logiquenent, dos 
Termes de notre Aete de Concession, est appliqaée sur le bas Danube on vertu d'une 
on tional 
conver Neos appdlons votre examen Te plus aitentif sur Tadoption dy tonnix type, ¢ 
Yapplication preportionnelle de ce tonneau att tonnean ofiiel ations 5 
rivetiez nou, Mewicur, démetre le yew que Ys, mere, Wi ie 
Faivercie du Canal Maritime de Saex devienno Yoccasion dane, entente international, 
Aisirée par tous Tex marins, pour Vadoption dun anéne mode de mesurage officiel des 
Sa eat cec lleits Prisident Directear en 1868, vient d'etre accompli 
nou et Hated gai satin eves Gouvrneneats pot Ste ig 
"Se conformant uu desir de la Compagole Is Conn 08 
aatirenn at 2 Co oa ee ae 
Be SESieat Directeur: consistant A prendre pour tonneau type lo tonnes oficial 
‘Anglais, qoi pacnisait alors le plus exnotement caleulé t d'tablie pour los gutrex nations 
tn tubleaa de proportiounslité qui semlt rend gull, Mle Praldent Dieter 
nroposé le Aonbenu officiel Anglais dans Vintérét da commerce, car Te tonneau o 
rea iageux pour In Compagnie, ms 
Apres mire comsidéraion sut Ta_ proposition done de ses membre, ly Commimion 
proposal qu'ea attendant le riglsment intermational & intervoxir, la Compaynie wen tenne 
ergs ssolement pow Yerception dos droits, av tonnage étabil. par lex papiers de 
sans distinction de pavilion. . 
Me Geet ca ul te Het lex navies trumsitant par Yo Canal de Sve, aprix ouverture 
au Canal ot pylon le tong nt de a Lai Anlao d 1854 on selon lor tonnage 
‘officiel réduit co tonnage par une table de proportionnalité, 
fet fi ne para par qu In Conspugnie de Suet alt cra nécensire do voummtre ln ayatine 
de jauseage ndopte par elle A Papprobation du Souverain dont ello tenait 1a concession, 
‘Je n’heste pas, Meosicary, h dre que ce manque de diérenee n sé tn cause principale de 
ious les erremente din lew actions suenntes de la Commpagnie. Car, nom seulements |b o 
ily w deux Purtlos Contractantes, i faut qu'elles donnent tonjours leur approbation & leurs 
fcles toutucls, rais il ce devrait &tre principalement To cas, In jange état une acte 
Ccventiellement rgalien. Elle ne peut par conséquent, re ddterminge quo par le 
Gouvernement, qui xcal peat donner foutes lox garantics nécouaires pour quelle soit juste 
et Gquitable, as ; 
“Je ne veux pax dire que fo joaugage adopté par In Compagnie ouverture du 
Canal de Sues ne Teta pant je crofeaurcontmice quil dait trée juste tre dquitable et 
tis Ihdral, excepté cependant pour les actionnaires, qui ne reeeynient aaoane rémunération 
pour les eapitauk entarmés dane Ventreprise, Mais ceci. était la conséquence d'une auteo 
erreur de jugement. On, avait fttiror los navires & voiles vers le Caual et lex voir 
referer ce nouveat chemin A Tanctenne route par le Cap de Bon Eapéronce. Cet oxpoir a 
Bie déqu; premque pax un seul Navire A woilee ne prenait In nouvelle route, ot ai 
Tapplicstion des machines, nominées “compound engines’ ait xarvenu il serait, bien 
Houeux que le Canal eut 6té fquenté par d'autres bitiments A yapeur quo ceux des 
Sora PH an amet bon comment eet Cal ee 
mauvaise xpéculation fnanciére, Heureusement, Vintroduction des ‘ compound engines 
Tchangé Mepect des chosen, mais naturellement st fut du temps pour transformer une 
flotte maraade toutes Ie speculations commer quiet count, 

1 devensit par conséqucnt, apres Fouverture du Cand, de plus on plus évideat que 
les reesttes Gaicat bien maitidres quion ne avait espéré et mime nssuré lorsqu'on invitait 
des capitalistes  participer dans la grande entreprice, Alors des doutes se sout dlevés 
dans quelques exprts sur le point do savoir si vette ase dé perception—te tonage net 
‘Anglale—ttait ben conforme aux droits et aux inv dola Compagnie. Et comme en 

Wespérat pas June prochaine solution de la question do unification 
Wiscareaach rnte un lar ce ftedonren ae 


Je mode de perception jasqu’alors en vigueur. 
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“La Commission nommée par elle pour fire cette étude, adopta & Tunanimité ta 
proposition auirante:——‘La Compagute, qt duprés son Acte de Concession # Je droit de 
Dertevoir 10 ff. par tonneau de capacité, a également Je droit de détermioer le mode 
Tniforme et pratique de jangeage, qui constatera le plus Gquitablement possible la eapacité 
du navire.” 

"Cette proposition fot plus tard (11 Mars, 1873) adoptée par lu Cour dAppel de Paris 
dans son aegt Soil ext dit —" Quo la Conveation etayent prescrit 8 la Compagnie Ge 
Suez aneune jauge officielle, ni aucune méthode déterainée de tonnage, la Compagnie est 
yestée a cet €gard en posseasion de sa liberté; qu'elle est libre d'adopter Je mode de 
jJangeage qui lui convient Te mieux, pourva qu'elle demeure dans ler termes strits de son 
contral, ot quill is percu qu’un tasimutn de 10 fr. par tonne de eapscité de 

ics purtics du naviredisponibice au frt et au tranapeet? 

nu de Digs tea pv competes oe mel pout 
Jager tea ecpony, Ga point de Yue ga! poor avoir of un 
(ier ernctneat aurait mis une lknite de 10 fe par toaséal en Isiateat by concmslonnelre 
Jo droit de dédatr le tonneau do a manidce qu Tul couviesdealé le ileux, et pour savoir 8 
tit pombe qu'an Gouvernement coneéde 2 une compagnie privée son droit souverain de 
prescrice le jauigeage officiel ime homme technique je me borerei d Ja. partie 
Technique de notre tiehe. Te propositions adoptées par la Commission, dont je viens de 
parler, peuvent se sumer stad >— 

+ Ain prinelpo, In Compagnie, d'aprés son Acto de Concession, le droit de percevoie 
sur tout navi aitant de fr ln taxe-de 10 fr que In portion de ce navire utilable poor le 
‘hargement des marehandises contient de fois lo volume de } m. 44, volume qui correspond 
fu tonneau de jauge Frangais 

“Il y aurait done liew de penser que la Commission recommanderait & Ia Compaguie 
adoption de la joage oficielle Francaise qui comme Vavait dit M. le Président Dinvcteur 
on 1868, serait’ sans contredit tout & Tavantage de la Com *, mais peut-dtre elle 
donnerait lieu A de justes réclamations. En croyant cela, Messleurs, vous series en erreur. 
[Lt Commission propowit de prendre une unité de jauge d'an certain mode de mesurage et 
de Pappliquer sur un tout autre mode de jaugeage, Lian, Tancien mode Francais, & 
le déplacement pour base, avec une unité de poids de 2,000 lirres, deal A 979 kilog., 
forrespondnot Akin volume de 42 pieds oobes Ou do 1m, +4; Tautre, fe nouveau mods 
‘Anglais, 0 Ja eapacité tiliable pour base, aves une wnité de capacité de 100 pieds cubes 
‘Atiglals, ou de mm, 83. Le jaugeage du vioux systéene Francais, exprimait le tonnage on 
tonneanx de poids; le jaugeage nouveau Anglais exprime le tonnage en tonneaux de 
ccapacité. 

“La Commission d’alors s’est bien lé de dire tonnean de I, pareequ'il 
convenait mioux aux jatdndts de Ia Sie te Te nommer tonnosn "apa Pour 
in méme rosan oa a deri beaucoup sur le tonvean de capacité, pour faire connatre 
ce que Mf. de Lessepe avait pensé en faint Je. projet do PActe do Concession, 
Mais il me parait que celui qui donno la Concession, et surtout Te souverain qui lapprouve, 
umnd il wagit Won oto de souveraiveté tl que l'éabliwement d'une regle de jaugeage, a 
Ton ausal Ie droit de dédinir de quel tonnenu il était questlon, surtout lorsque ce tonneaa 
doit servir de Hiraito A ane taxe impose por une compagnie privée sur la navigation des 
<iférentes nations 

“Il ne paratt pas que la Compaguic de Suce se soit beaucoup soucige de Knutorité 
souveraine qui seule, comme je To crov, a le druit de fixer le jaugenge, Et ceux qui sont 
Tune autre opinion davront admetire qu’au moins les Parties Contractantes devraies 
Wentendre, avnot d'appliquer un n inode de jaugeage pour base des. droits de 
‘navigation doe to Canal. 

"Sans demander avis ni Vapprobation da Gouvernement Ottoman, Ia Compagnie de 
Soex a appliqué los peincipes susmontionods dés lo 1 Juillet, 1872, par tes régles 
suivante 

4 (Aj —Navires de Nationalité Anglaise, 


“La Compagnie est en droit do porcevoir ta taxe de 10 fr 

"7. Pour les nnvites & roiles d'aprés le tonnage office! des papiers de bord auginent 
de 20 pour 

%B. Pour ies navires A vapeur et dans T'état actucl de ce mode de navigation, d'aprés 
Te tonnage officiel brut des papiers de bond, 


 (B)—Navires Cautrer Notionalitds, 


* Le tonnage brut sera ramend au tons brut sis, Caprés le bardme le ph 
réceat do In Commlason da Bus Daunte, rctsée€compné au Besoin, et le doit de te 
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Compacnie est dtopérer sur cette jue transformée comme si le navire était un navire 
Angla 
+ (C}—Batiments dont ta jauge serait inesacte. 


«La Compagnie est en droit de procéder Aun jaugeage direct ct d'appliquer la rogle 
adoptée en Angleterre pour les navires quand ils ont un ebargement bord (Régle 2 du 
Merchant Shipping Act’ de 1854). 


“(D.)—Batimente avec des expaces couverts won compris danx la jauye officielle, 


“La Compagnie est en droit dappliquer Ia taxe aux expaces couverts, nom compris 
dans lajaoge alle ete mesurer ces Espacs,suvant ln wndthode adopt en Angleterre 
cen parulle eiroonstanio. 

* Dans Ia table do proportionnalité du Bax Danube le tonneau Frangals des navites qui 
entrent dane eo leave de In Mer Noire devait étre raultiphé par OOK plus tard par 0-95 
pour trouver le nombre équivalent de tonneaux do régistte Anglais. 

* Co procédé de La Compagnie n'a pa manqué de soulever dee protesta x 
dex armateurs et les réclamations dex Painsances. Cos demitres ainsi que Ta Compacnic, 
Se sont ndreasées au Gouvernement Ottoman poor Vintorpritation de ta clause de V'Acte de 
Concession ncoordé le Rabi-al-Ewel, 1273, par Administration Egyptienne a la Compagnie 
de Sues, et confirmd par le Firman Impérial du 2 Zilkndé, 1282, portant qu'on n’exeédern 
pas, pour lo droit de havigation, lo chiffro maximum de 10 fi. par tonnony de enpacité 

Notre colldgue d'Angleterre, M. le Colonel Stokes, vous a clairement expord point 
yar point Tinterprétation donnée par Ia lettre visirille ot cette clnuse do MActe de 
ait pour base la eapacitéutilsable et Te aeul dont Vans soit un tonneau de capacity gue 
par conséquent Ia Sublime Parle avait Won raixoa de dire: “comme parti tes ryxteme 
Birciela actucllement en usage, Io systie Moornom est évidemment celoi qui en approche 
Je plus, ln Sublime Porte eat davis quot devrait sen tenir nu ‘net tonnage” fix6 daprds 
ce eyvidie. Jo crois, Messleurs, qu’avee les nouvelles déductions que nous avons 
proposéer, Ke tonnage net S'approchem encore plus de ln eapacité utilivable que celui de Ia 
Por Anglaise de 184. — C'est pour cela gue j'aypuiernl chaque révalution aywnt pour but do 
nove fire déelarer quo Te tonnage nct propasé par la Commission Internationale s'approcha 
Te plus do la capmoité utilisable ct que lo tounenu dé cnpacité du aystime Muorsom, celui 
de'100 pileds cubes Anglais ou de 2 m, 83 cubes est Jo seul tonneau existant qu'on a lo droit 
de nommer tonneau de expacité 

M, lo Baron d'Avril a adinis que le xystime Anglais ripond tressbien ) Vobligation 
de taxor Ggaloment tous les pavillons et les naviror de chaque pavillon entr'eux; c'ent-he 
dire quvelle répond & Ia condition premidre dimieo dans PArticle 17 de I'Acto de Concession 
a Canal de Suet. Mais II reste cocore des dowtes sur Vexptication A donner du point de 
‘Yue de la Compngiie du. terme ‘tonneau de eapacité” et nous ava 
Ta coumonieaiion faite par 'Ambaoade de France & Con 
existant entre Je tonncan de jaugo ou de rj 
Tonneau de poids de 1,000 kilog., oa to tonneau d’encombrement de 51 pieds cubes 
Anglais : 

“Je ne croyais pan qu’uprds tes discussions contenues dans Tes proobe-vorbaux 5, 6, 
7, 8, et 9 co aujet; Il serait encore nécessaire d'y revenir et de wnouvelor uae discussion 
quia dga &té épuisée. Je croyais que rious avons clairement établi que le tonneau do 
anmeree soit de poids, soit Wencombrement, me pouyait Gre une base fixe poor In 

rorception des droits de navigation et qu'il pouvait seulement servir pour lox droits do 
Dounpe qui taxent lee rarchandises et nom pas Te navire, 

wn La woul cenrt quil nous serait pobsible dadmettre cost In différonce qu'il pourrait y 
avoir entre le tonnage de Ia jauge Frangalse oncionne et Jo tonnage do In loi Francaise 
SRhuclle, quien pourm facilement trouver au flsret A mesure que les navires Frangais qui 
Sal te mesunda apres Tancicune Joi, seront menrés dapris In nouvelle tol, Cost une 
fecherche quan peut micax faire en France quis Constantinople, Pour rox part, jo. veux 
Tien admetre que peut ere on trouver un certain Gart; quoique je ne pen pas qui 
tern si grand que ba Commision du Bas Danube Yavait admis pour les navires qui entrent 
dans le fleuve. 

"Pour cette raison, ot parceqw'l paruit quo depuis Vordonpance de Colbert jusqu’a 
présent on a tovjours confont Te tonneau de jauge aYce le tonneau de changement, surtout 
fa France, Je coin quilt dsinble que “le tnnage net, trouns par tories do 
j yposées par Ia Commission Internationale, levienne la base pour 1a perenption 
Joined delnavigation sur le Canal de Bucz- Mais puisquil se pourrait wn eae fant 


{oy 





VActe de Concession, les doux Parties Contractantes aleot eu chacune un différent tonneau 
de capacité en vue, notre Commission pourrait ro Jor aux Gouvernements respectife 
@acoonlor temporairement sous des coritivas clairement définies, que Ia taxe maximum de 
10 fe. {Ut dlevée, ufin de procurer A It Compagnie de Suez les moyens pour donner 
quelques béndlices i ses actioonaires. 
“Je crois et jexpare que de telle maanidre nous pourroas donner une solution juste 
Equitable ot martout weceptable A Ia seconde partic do notee trarall™ ae 
M le Président exprime des remercneots 2 M. le Premier Déléué des PoyBas 
pour son discours aussi Gloquent qu'érudit, : 


M. Zamara 


" Messiours,—La question que nous avons ordre du jour été si bien et al 
lairoment développée par nos honorables colldguce d'Angleteere et dex Puyr-Bas que je ne 
‘croix pas nécessaire de rovenir xur les mémes arguments; jo nhidsite pas un soul instant & 
miauocier & Jour manidre de voir sur le sujet. 

“Je we bornerai seulement k ajouter quelques mots, Mesvicurs, sur Ia capacité 
vtitisable qui ort intimement lige tant au point dont nous nous oseupons qu’avee le 
tonnago brut et net que nous venous de détermin 

‘Par Ia déermination du tonnage brut daprés la méthode que nous nvone wate 
gm trouve expos de Ia eapacité, cestd-ive Ia capacé totale Intéleuro du nave; 
unité de jauge pour ec tonnage est tn yolime de 100 pieds cubes Anglais, con 
2 andtr cubes £83, “= x < rae 

“Le tonnage nt que nous venons dda, doone Ia dite capaci totale du navre 
diminuée d'une partie des expaces non utilisbles’ pour les pastagors ou la cargaison, qu'on 
‘eat convemu Wen déduire. 

_Sfaintenabt, sur Ia demande de ce que c'est que Is capacité utilisable d'un navire 

ct ai Yon devrait entendre cette capacité dans un sone absoly, nous pouvons dire seulement 

uc c'est Fenwsemblo des expaces susceptibles 3 recevoir do passagert, ou dex marchandiven, 
yur rouver cette capaci, faudrat déduire du tonnage brut outre le apace 

Tou déduit pour la ddverminathoa du tonnage vet, ceux wal occupée par le trou Sek 


Jomees be spprovsinnnenens ot Taal tar, is court, les ml, oun etk 


fous les espaces qu'on ne peut uliliser ni pour la eargaison ni pour les pussagers. Mais un 
mesuroge exact te touten cos parties, d'un dail el minutieux, caueeralt un travail trés 
igrond qui oocuperait «ua tempa énorme: sans considdror qu'un parell systime donnerait 
Probablement tiew h une quantité dabus, parce que lee Either at Wa oreo 
Pourraient par exemple augmenter artiticletiowent les espnces qui ne doivent pas ¢ére 
Decupsr par les pastngers et In cargalion jusqu’h ce que le Jaigeage soit effecting, et 
puis réduire ect espace A yon dat normal, pour en profiter ensuite dans los opérations 
commoroiates, 
“* Tadépendarment de eet ineonvénient il faut Je crois, prendre aussi en considération, 
ve la enpicité utilisuble absolue n'est pax toujours constante dans un méme navire, 
‘rrive pat exemple souvent que pour reeevoir une certaine cargaison qui exigo dex 
solo parttealiers ou bloa pour préserver les marchandises qui pourralcat dire gitées par 
maldité provenaat, de fa eale, ou par Teau qui quelquefols péndtre dans Vintéteur ds 
navire, on cldvo artificellement, par un plaacher de pldces de bois, le plan du fond de ta 
{ale tur lequel on commence & placer les marchandises.  D'autece fos, lorsqu'on doit 
recevoir une cargaison légdre, on ext oblige de charger auparavant ane certaine quantité 
GE et pour abet wabité nécnnive pecdant Te voyage, Dane Yun et dane autre 
us Gous voyons quill y fun certain eapace de perda poor ls cargaizoo, oe qui fit 
Geniaver erndblootot ls eapaclé wlan du vaviee, B32 : 
Dana la détermination du tonnage net, on n'a pos pa, diailleurs, y eomprendre 
tontes lox déductions qu’on devrait faire dla rigueur pour parvenie A la capaeité utilisable 
absolve, puisgue extte roanidre do procéder aurait <6 cootraire an principe sur Texel 
te base le systéime Moorsom aveo son diviseur 100, adopté par le Commission pour le 
Menurage des naviror, Comme il a dé dt6 remarqué et démontré dans les. scances 
Pees ame rat pare iva do pls ide javgeage ; ce sont deax choses 
‘ct combinées ensemble d'une manitre indissoluble; si Tune change, Yantre doit étre 
wodifide ried ee r 
“ tounage brut ainsi que nous Yavous détermind, exprimant la capacité totale 
intérieure dhe pavires afc A chacon Foppartooité den déduire, wil le veut, approxinative- 
iment la eapecité absolue utiliable pour lew passagers et pour la eargalson. Pour ced, 
HM sullit, insl quill est bien eanau, de calculer espace occupé par les logements de 
Véquipase, des offciers de bard, joe ainsi que celui oewapé par les soutes a voiles 
approvintonoements et le dépbt dean, 


545 


Ie trou des pompes, les beaus, les courbes, les mits, &e., espaces qui ensemble Capris 
quelques cas cités comme exemple par M. Moorsom Jui-inéime, peavent étre prafiquement 
parlant Gralués A eaviron 20 pour cent ou un cinguitme de la coutenance eubique totale 
du navire. 

“En dédaisant ce volume du tonnage brut, ce qui reste représente ta capncité 
tiisable absolue pour les passagers et pour les’ marchandises, esprimée en unité de 
100 pieds cubes Anglais. Bien entendu que s'il s'agit dun navire a vapeur, it Guxdrait en 
déduire aussi tous les espaces occupés par les machines, chaudidres et soutes i charbon, 
¥ compris coux qui seraient nécessaires pour douner lair et I lumire ou pour le fonetion- 
nement des machines méme. 

*S} au contraire, on entend parler de ta capacité utilisable d'un navire dans un seus 
relat lors ln question change tout--flt, pain o sagt pas dane un tl es de evoke 
ce que le oavire contiont en volume mais fa quantité de rarchandises qu'il pout contents 
‘pour Ia navigation. - 3 

«Sous ge point de vue, la capacité utilisable da memo navire varie A 1ofin|welon la 
nature et les poids relatifs des objets & transporter, selon la vitesse qu'on veut Iui fhite 

salon les voyoges auxquels on veut Te destiner, par rapport. aux vonts, A la mer et en 
sfnéral aux dangers de ln navigation auxyoes vert expons, &e, On ne pourait, done 
Prmurer exactersent & titre constant Ia capacité relative utilisable d'un navite. On ne peut 
Gooner qu'une mesure moyenne qui mutant que cole peut dtre. justifié par Mexpérience, 
‘correspond avec aarez de précision aux chiffres du tonnage officiel. 

Quant au tonneau type dont il est fait, mention dans la circulsiro du 1 Janvier, 
1873, di Ministre dea Aftaires Etrangéres de Turquie il n'y a aveun doute, aprts ce que 
nous’ avons dixcuté et établl juxqu’h présent, que clon notre mnanidre de volt, c'est le 
tonneau de cxpacité de 100 pieds cubes Anglais, ou de matres cubes 2°83, qui représante 
cen mnéme temps l'unité de jauge dans le aystdme de mesurage que nous avons vols, 


M, Togores 


4 Nfeaticurs, Je vais prendre comme point de départ aux convidérations que fe me 
rT Texposer Ia Comimiason sur Ta question qui ext A Tordre du jour, ta lettre 
TrPile lteade en date du 17 Djémozi-ul-Kwel, 1290, & Son Altesio te Khédive, 
Tibistorique des questions se rattachant au tounage qui doit wervie de base A In perception 
des devil de transit par To Canal de Suez a dda été exposé d'one manidre lucide par 
notre honorable colligue des Pays-Bas. 

“Cette partie historique eat tets nécessalre 4 V'éolaircissement dos doutes soalevss 
avjourdhui Aco sujet, et afta d'apprécler esprit qui présida i la rédaction do "Article 17 
ae TActe Ue Concesdion ct i Hnterprétation furwulte par Ia Sublime Porte dane Ia 
lottre visirielle citée, ainsi que dans Ia suivante en date du 6 Djémazil-ul-Akhir do Ja 
mome année 

Tl eat dit dans 1a premigre de wos lettres, “qu‘en ratifant W'Acte de Concessions 
le Gouvernement Impérial n'a entendu en réalité’ expression do tonneau do eapacité qui 
se trouve dine ua passage de cet Acte que dans un sebs absoli ; fl n'a nullemont eu en 
oe le tonnage inscrit xur les paplers de bord de telle ou tetle Puissance.. 

<n elle les navieen de tout pavillon traversent lo Canal; is doivent dapris tos 
Aspositions de TActe de Concession étre soumis A une taxe Gale. Mais comme Tox 
Aiflereats Gouversements n'ont pas encore adoptd un aystinme de tonange identique, il est 
péceuaire de faire wmge do Nexpression do tonneau de eapocité, on général, de tele 
Manidre que cette expremion pOt xappliquer aa tooneau qul serait plus tard ndopté 
par tous les Gouremements, alasl que par fe Gouvernenwnt Impérial pour aa marine. 

ri r jopter Te tonnage qui donnerait. avee la 
plus grande approx Ja Sublime Porte ext davis qu'on devrait 
Pen ienir au “net tonnage” Bx¢ d'aprds le aystéme Moorsouw. "Toutefois, dans te ens oft 
Ter Puieances on M. de Leweps ne désireraient continuer & maintenit’ce rystime, i 
cenit nécomaire de révnir une Comission Totetuationste & Telfet de détorminer 1a 
capncité utilisabh  évident que le Gouvernement Tuspérial ne pout fixer un suode 
Ke mesurage définitif qui n'a prs encore été arrdté ot adoptd par les autres Gouvernenseats.” 

Ninel, A mon avia, ln question easentietlo confiGe A la. compétence de cette Commis- 
sion Internationale c'est de désnir Ia capacité utilisable qui 46 trouve dans cette lettre 
Fiairielle ct le tonneau de capacité qui se trouve aussi dans In méme lettro et dans V'Acte 
de Concession. 

“ Crest ce que je vals essayer de fire. é 

«¢Capocité Wan navire, cest le volume intérieur de tous Tes expaces qu'il contient, 
Tieaités soit par des surfaces courbes soit par des espaces planes. 
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“ Ainsi le mesurage aussi exact que possible de tous ces espaces soit 
‘au-dessous soit an-dessus da pont supérieur, représente la capacité du navire. 

“Crest co que nous avons appelé capacité totule, pour Ia distinguer de la capacité 
partielle dont nous avions & nous occuper plus tard. 

“Cette capacité totale du navire n'est pas utilisable toute entitre; car les navires de 
commerce, sous le point de yue de la spéculation, ne sont que des appareils appliqués au 
transport de marchandises, Or, tous les espaces nécesaires aux agrés de la manoeuvre 
et des voiles, aux logements de V'équipage y compris ceux de l'état-roajor, aux vivres 
ct diautres espaces propres au fonctionnement du navire, ainsi que les machines, chauditres 
et combustible des bateaux A vapeur, exigent des espaces qui sont soustraits au but 
commercial des navires marehaads ; ce sont des espnces motts, quil ext néccesaire de 
déduire de In expacité totale pour arriver A la eapacité utilisable. 

“Si Von considére maintenant le Yoyage qu'un tel navire doit pratiquer, la saison 
dans laquelle It va le thire, et les minrchandisen qu'il lui convient de transporter, il serait 
trda fheile de détorminer d'avance Ta quantité de marchandises en poids et en Yolume que 
€e nivvire peut embarquer. 

dit fet now connsisons darance toutes tes dounées nicemires & Ja woltion da 

probléme, savoir :— 

Lat capacité utilisablo ox disponible pour la charge. 

* La fottnison qu'on peut atteindro, en considération aux conditions de la mer que le 
roavire doit truverser 

Fla densité, ou le poids de merchandise, par ith, et Tencombrement de cot 
rmarchandises, 

“Crest Justement le cas général dane loquel xo trouve lo commerce, ob Tarmateur et 
lo capitaine on présence do ces différentes données, arrttent avec une précision presque 
mathéinatique to chargement en pulds et en volume qui convient & Jour navire, 

“ Mais ce poids et oo volume se trouvent changes aussitOt quo ane des données qui 
font partic dt problime change elle-meme 

“En effet, Ia enpacité volamétrique reste toujours 1a mime dans Te naviro; mule fes 

wer co poids et en volume varient pour chaque marchandise et pour chaque 

von de marchaniises, In ligne de flottalson qu'on peut atteindre varie aussi aveo Ix 

densité du chutgement sina’ que les approvibionnements pour un voyage plus ou moina 

long, de sorte que pour un méme navire, Ia eapaeité atilisable, en poids et en volume de 
marchandises varie pour ehaquo voyage, d°une manidre tout. éguligre. 

“Tl est done impossible d'établir acientifiquement, la expaoité vraiment utilisable d'un 
navire, al cette eapncité doit repeésenter le nombre dé tonneaux de marchandises soit en 
poids soit en volume qu'il pest transporter en moyenne, en tenant connpte de tous les 
changements mentionings pendant Te ternps de von existence, 

“Et cepondant, il ext clair qu'il y a une certaine moyenne qui s'établit d’elle-méime 
dans Ia pentique. 

Kn effet, si Yon prend un navire depuis te Jour quit « commencé A naviguer 
jusqu'an jour qu'il ne peut plus le faire, et I'vn prend Yes moyennos on 
‘de tous 16s changements complets qu'il 6 teansportés, on en déduira le 
do poids, correapondunt A ceux do volume pour le navire en question, 

“Cotto opération pratiqaée sur chaqoe navire marchind nous fairalt connattre de 
mvime lo nombre de tanneaux ea poids corespondants & un certain volume qu’en moyenne 
chaquo naviro a pu transporter pendant son existence, 

“La mime opéntion appligade it un grand nombre de navies de constructions 
différvater, pour les navigations diversos dans I¢ monde entier, &e, nous pormettrat do 
dédairo Jo volume moyen néoessaire nu transport d'un tonneau’ de marchandiaes en 
‘Rénéral, covt-Aedire lo tonnean de eupacité propre & Ia détermination de la jauge officille 
des navires. 

"Cela none prouve que c'est eulement par Vexpérionce, oYest-l-dire par In statitinue 
commerciale que Yon pout arriver & détorminer Vunité de jauge, on le tonneau de eapacité, 

"Cela q0us prouve avai que Ia capacitd utiliablo obtenu par Ia jaugo officielle, 
Hiest pas ln capacité exactement utilisable, pour chaque voyage et pour chaque navite, 
iais elle ext sensée tre pour un grand nombre considéré ens ensemble. 

“'Moorsom a commeneé par établir un ayntime de mesurage exact contralrement 
ux méthodes empiriques employéer jusquialors qui introduimient dane co problme 
compliqué une noovelle cause derreur, ne tenant pas compte dea formes si variables des 
tavires, 

“Co-nystime Jui » donné la possibilité de mesurer exactement 6 capacité intéricure 
de cox navires quollos que soient les formes qu'ls aicnt, Ensuite il pris toute la flotte 
murchande Anghise composé de prés do 30,000 navires, ot par lot donndes statistiques 


ids ot en volume 
bre de tonneaux 


SAT 


de ces navires voyageant dans des conditions tris difterentes ee on ee 
ee Giquant sa metbode pour Je mesorage, il est parvenu & détermincr le 
se eae eye ANd 
Sc one cnstine pc ee J ee ans tara 
is cme ete. "Dep rs TH oe cd rer Arde 
ro rcnn des flottaisons leges et en charge, eb aux calculs du déplacement ‘du navire pour 
nadine lo poids qu'il peut porter, ete 
cade el Fe at 3 mee I capa eal 
1 eccrine, painque eck capacités repréentent des quantités fixenon ne sors i 
Sereioca You eeant I proposer un tonneau de capacité plus ve que 
felul do 100 picds cubes Anglais, déduit par Moors is haat 
haat, can ma UE ge come 
ja ttocs lo du navire, il faut, déduire cos ompaces 


powibie, Ia copecalle cite. ch preserivaat b ls Cotapagnie du Canal de Sex qu'elle devrait 
oo tin ‘et _contione ecevoir ces droite eur le tonnage bi + at he ve a heer 
A oeanent Ta capaclté utilisable, jo crols que oo procédé est en deliors eit acne 
om ' We Concession et pros lettres vizirielles portrieures qui l'on 


Ta Conwnisston, pour arsivor & établir Te 


Pia Compagnie par Acted 
erro cident ens ext Yopoion dc MI lx DAKE gut ont ps 
ae ete carole sue la discussion A Vordre du jour Fa: 
sncon ie Cola Me ahiteg woxsocié & In parte do incur ronan py fon Hooorae 
Colleague a ri longrie, concernant Je divisear a xt heureux de voit con 4 
ater les parties Wificlement mewurable du navite, ere 
acter, aon pols do ue que la tonne nette dablio deliv 
tin A \leorake ne weprecte plow 100 pled oa. pew prés 80 plod 
Rhine prt om win yovant daar devin 30 pet 
Af de Caen vettes quant au tonnage, mais nullemeat quand & Ta tonne. | Te 
Yanaage total brat dun vie, mle totes es tonnes Ure, apr et 
tilons faites pour clablir le tonnage net, sont toujours de 100 pieds cubes, 7” 
es Pe qe ea tlaoorble Daeg Jo Tas oft parlten comp 
‘oe qu’e dit M, Zamara, avec qu'il se trouve sur ce polot neenee fa wd 5 Ms os 
0s es M. Zamara a expos’ avec plas de développeiments, iD le riduit & eel: au 1 
Sresitage vin nave, Gaps les sigles de Mooreurn, comnprend des espacen qui ne sont 
arantgcenent Hives 6 Moat, une partic es ccc pr radi de i 
Co a ervcals ca vigrescav_ cat, eke combustible pour le paranoel da 
eete etd de 100 pods eben debits de jaugogo oben pat 
bord it rnaat repreeoter Guat espace particiiement epcombrd, eC qui ne peut étre 
cus Tele Oe ie pour rocovoir des snarchnndies 01 des prssagers pa 
a To que Ale Je Colonel Korchikort ext parfaitement dasa te vial, 
is nayire mnewuré d'apriy ta mcthorle Moorsotn, no représ 
itd ulilisable, mals soutement un expace bien bnfériour, 
onde encores es ses do eonstractlon et dee 
reeoanenctts nécessaite A navigation. 
installations, objets ct appraiser won cage de. Aussie jinisio rurtout ar ta 
AM. le Baron te ialoanoent pour be tonnead Won ferait adimettrs dans cette capaci 
Aiérence qui salt Crater da 10D peda, ou seulement de 60 pels, cub 
Utila i se re re Te Baron de Steiger que si on considére un navire queleonque 
aig re eee roe, par exexaple, que Ton soppore jange par ta méthode Moorsom, 
AT para Erideut que Texpace oceape pa ent qu ea See, col eae 
4 compris dans le mewurage. On arnvait an meme on eo % al 
Ste Ge Cab par Sloamow, en avisnnt espace total Dae riot ay 
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déduisait Vespace oceupé par ce pont et on divisait aprés la difference par un autre diviseut 
naturellement diminué dans fe méme rapport qui existe entre la eapacité occupée par le dit 
pont et la capacité totale. 

M. Jansen (Pays-Bas) fait observer en plos, que Y'adarission d'une opération de ec 
genre obligerait A mesurer chaque btiment différemment, exéerait de grandes difficultés, et 
donnerait surtout fiew A de nombreuses fraudes. 

M. Mottei éaet Vavin qu’upris los remarques de M. le Premier Délégué de Rassic, it 
Jai parait.qu’on serait conduit -aborder Ia question suivante, puisque une partic comsidé- 
rable de Fespace intérieur des nayires xe trouve inévitablement encombré par des pisces de 
construction, des installations, des objets ngeessaires pour la navigation, pourquoi, ne 
mesurait-on pus exclusivement lespace réellement utiliaable pour recevoir dev marcHandises 
‘ou logor des passauers, en déterminant d'une manidre eonvenable Punité de moeure de cet 
espace ? 

En partic ta raison en ext que Wévuluation directs de Yous les expaces réellement 
tuilisables demanderait des opérations trés minuticuses et tre langues et des calculy tres 
compliqts, doa Fexceutionrencotrerat crtalnowent beaucoup de cules pratique 
Mois ce qui a empdché surtout Vadoption d'une pateille méthode de mesumage c'est une 
considérution d'un tout autre ordre} i, d'un dees de construction et quelques 
‘unes des Installations yui encombrent en partie Hutéricar d'un navire peuvent étre consi 
dénvce commie invariables A peu pris pendant la durée de son existence, plusieurs de ces 
Installations peuvent ére changéex selon lew besoins de la navigation que lon va entre. 
ready et di bargerent que Pon eet; plas forte rlson ly asx grander vm 
ions d'un voyage & Yautre dans Ia quantité de rechangos, de vivres, d'eau, de combuatib 
que le navire doit embarquer, et dans leur encombrement, eo qui conduirait d devoir refaire 
Ia jauge d'un navire ‘6 chaque Or, ann compter Fimpowsibilité pratique 
de ces coniplications, co serait Ih un systéme tout-fait opporé A Tidée de la jauze de 
Nigistre, dont le chiffke doit représenter quelque chose de fixe ct qui doit roster lnvuriable 
pendant toute la durée du navieos A cet effet, est non seulement inserit sur los papiers 
du bord, mals aussi gravé sur le maltre bau da navire. C'est li la raison pour laquelle Ia 
{oi a da renoncer h prenitee en considéention tous cos ééments variables ; ct puinqu'lt fala 
Fenoncor 4 tenir compte des encombrements qui présentalent ce caretére, oo a jugé 
convenable d'en faite nutant pour les pices de construction et les installations fixes, & 
‘eauso do Ia difficulté d'évaluation, 

Cela n'ultire poxen moyenne Vexnetitude des résultats obfenos: en supposant que 
Yon eiit recon que Yencombrement moyen de Mntérleur da wavice £0 dun cinguidme, 
‘n aurait été exnduit & Fépoque de Fintroduetion de la méthode Moorsow, et ea procédlant, 
comme on Te fit alors, hVadoption d'un diviseur diminod dans Ja méme proportion; par 
conniquont, la Janige moyenne sernit restée si moins, ce qu’elle ext maintenant 

le Délogus do Vitalie ne donne cect, ailleurs, que comme une maniéee d'envisager 
cette question qui nlinfirme en rion ce qui n G6 adopté par la Commiaion par Gard au 
tonnaze des navires. 

Hon Brcellence Sulth Packa émet Yavin qu'il ne reste aucun douto que le syatéme 
Moorroin avec won divisour 100 ext celal qui ditermine le plus cxactement In capacité 
totale des navires et cest on fhisant subir i co aystimo lox déductions jastes et équitables 

roposdes par Ix Commission qu'on arrivera au " not tonnage” ou A la'eapacité wtilsab 
14 Sublime Porte était, par conséquent, dans la vérit6, en recommandant le“ net tonn 
obtenu par ee aystéme, 

Madritly Kifendi se range de Wavis de son Excellence Sali qui, techniquemeat 
parlant, ext juste, 

AM. de Kosjek donne son asscatiment aux dévoloppoments prisentés sur ta question & 
Yordre da jour par M, le Colonel Stokes ; il nurait appuyé robme, le cas éehéant, In propo 

tion faite A la fin do gon discours par M. le Premier Délégué den Pays-Bas, mais i} trouve 
ue I question wet pas encore assex mare pour exa, et propose, coméquence, Iajourne= 
meat de la séance. 

AM, le Prévident prononce Yajournement nprés avoir consulté Ia Commission, 

Avant de lever In adance, M, le Président detande & MM. les Délégués quil oot donné 
leur vote sous réerve, dans’ lex différentes résolutions prises par la Commission sur le 
tonnozo net, sls u'y avait pus lieu de préciser maintenant ces votes, aprés étude faite. 

Mi: te Baron de Steiger declare quia la demigre séance il a donné sont aaseatiment aux 
quatre prewicrs Articles des propositions de M. le Colonel Stokes pour les bateaux-h- 
Yapeuts Aptis s’8tre conaulté avee son eullégue de Russicil vote avec “ oni " tous les autres 
polnts de ces propositions. 

M. Aaargyrox ayant déclaré qu'il voulait donner son vote sur les résolutions votées 
pour les voiliers § Us sSance da Ziitte h Jaquelle il a’a pas assisté (Procts-Verbal No. 10), 
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et d’autres Délécués ayant exprimé le désir de formuler définitivement les votes dounés i 


la méme occasion, M. Ie Président invite le Secrétaire a faire une seconde lecture des votes 
consignés au procés-verbal dont il s'agit, pour y ajouter les modifications voles. 


1, Cabines dex Oficiers. 


Ont voté pour :— 5 4 
La Grande Breauzne, 1a Grdce, I'ltalie, et le Russo, avec Ie réserve quil est entend 


que ces eabines doivent étre sur le pont. 


2. Cabines du Capitaine, 


Las Russie réserve toujours son vote. 
Espaces nécersaires a la Manmuvre. 
La Grice vote avee “oul,” 
4. Cuirines, 


‘Obit voté pour = 
LeAllewague, la elgiquo et In Grice, 


5. Privée et Latrines, 
La Grice vote avec " ot talic aves “ non."* 


6. Souter volles ef cordages. 
Is Russie modifie son vote primitif de oui” en neveptation 


‘Résolution Austro-Fongroise pour wn masimum de 7 pour cent d-accorder aus eotirs 
La Grice y donne son assentiment. 


Motion Allesande pour un moximum de & pour cent & accarder awa volNiers, 


MM. les Délégués de la Grande Bretagne d¢posont yur te bureau Ja déctaration. 


we Gabcetaent sux instructions de notre Gouvernement, nous levons In riserve 


£ de déductions de 

que tows sons attache A nowe voto do fgeq pour un maxinum. do dd 

th ‘sur Je tonnage brut do tout bititaent, solt 4 voilen soit A vapeur, 

Be ne a oe ta nit oe ae, 

Mitre Gouvernement, qui wempresscra d'examiner Tensemble dox propositions de la 

omit go de approbation du Gouvernement Britannique dépenden nnturellement de 
In ranction du Parlement aa ae ae! 

Fravorn” 


La Grande Bretagne, la Grice, Ftalie ont woté pour. 

La Ruimio réserve toujours son vote, 

M, le Président lave ln séance, reas 
(Signé) EDHEM. 


Le Seerétaire, 
(Signd) ‘Canarutovory. 
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Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Grancille—(Received December 22.) 


(No, 34. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Pera, December 12, 1873. 

IN our despatches Nos. 15, 16, and 17 of Bist October ond dbrd November, we had 
the howour to report to your Lordship the negotiations that were set on foot at that time 
to bring about an agreetient on the subject of the Sues Canal Ducs 

Her Majesty's Government approved the terms which we had proposed for a surtax, 
but the Fronch Delegates received no authority to accept them, and were, as far ms we could 
learn, made to understand that they ought not even to havo treated on the subject. 

‘On the 18th November the Commission clored. the discussion 00 tounage, and we 
ave notice of our intention to question the Iegolity of the prevent toll system of the Suez 
Groat Company. This scemed to awaken the French Delegates to the necexsity of coming 
to terms, for, on the 22ad, the Russian Delegnte came forward with proporals for a renewal 
of the negotiation. His proposals were not very satisfactory, but we said that we hed no 
objeation to treat on the basis of our former proposal. 

Wo ondeavonred to get nn assurance that the French Delegates were authorized to 
treat, a we, having received authority, did not wish to enter into engagements with 
unauthorized persons, ‘This did not spear to. be satisfutorily establishedat first, but 
finally the Freneh Chargé d’Afhhires stated that the Delegates were aeting with saificient 
authority. This led to our attonding a private meeting on the 26th November, at which 
the greater part of the Delegates, including the Freneb, wero present. 

They demanded 44 faves. per ton a» a urtax, We could not agree to this, but we 


thought ourielves authorized by your Lordship’s instructions to agree to the surtax of 
france on. the increased tounage that would result from the adoption of the Dasube 
Rule, It is truc that your Lordship had not signified approval of the arrangement 
recommended for nett tonuage of steamers in general, though we hope that it may be 
approved, but your Lordship had en tore than one occasion authorized us to make ay 


special arrangement of the kind for the Suez Canal, that we might flod possible, We 
therefore, felt free to assuine that the surtax of 3 francs might be levied. on the inoreaned 
nett tontage. ‘The French urged us wo fir to make an advance on our previous offer 
to take this into account. 

For the above reasons we consented to do so, and, according to m rough calculation 
macle from a Return revelved the night before from Mr, Farrer, we eatitnated the increase 
Of aurtas due to the inereased tonnage at 3 f¢. 80 ¢. per ton of the present English nett 
tomunge, We wlio stated our intention not to complete the negotiation without an 
‘engagement from the Porte, that if the terms of any rrangement that might be come t 
worw approved by the Ottoman Government, they must be pot in forco with 
petiod, or the Company should bo compelled to revert to the maximum of 10 francs a to 
fn the nett tonnage. ‘The attitude of the French Detegator at this meeting did not perimit 
tis to expeet that anything would come of the negotiation. ‘They had abated nothing of 
their detbande ne fo surtax, and required that it should not finally cease wotil the annual 
hott tonnage should reals 3,000,000 tons. 

Great efforts wer, however, being ade to arive at on onlerstanding, principally 
through the inetrumentality of the Russian Ambassador, who, we have been informed, 
tused his influence with M, do Lewseps directly to induce hit to lower his pretensions 
‘The mare steudily we pressed forward. the discussion on our Revolutions condem 
the Company, the wore sotive were the efforts of thove who were striving to prevent the 
condewnation by an arrangement 

‘The fst Germon Delegate, Mr. Gillet, jinplored us not to take the vote on the 20th, 
to give the Fronch time to receive instruetions, and promised to vote on the 2nd if the 
dolay was gronted, ‘The difficaltics raised by the Porte on the wording of our Resolntio 
eported In our No, Xb of this date, made it necessary for ws to put off the vote, 

‘On the morning of the 2nd instant, the Forvign Minister, Raschid Pasha, having 

juosted Colonel Stokes tu wait upon him, urged strongly upon the lattor to coment to a 
Autlae of 8 fr. 50. of the present English nett tonnage. Colonel Stokes remained Gem 
and would not consent to recommend auch an advanice, He was then aaked to agree to a 
vote being taken on the subject of utilizable capacity to be submitted by the President 
Edhem Pasha betieo going to the vote on our resolution. It wae understood that if this 
question was submitted the Provch Delegates would! on that day rejoin the Comm 
Gotonet Stokes roplied that one of the premises of our resolution virtually sets that 
question at rest, and that it had been fully discussed already; that if s simple voto was to 
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be taken on the President's proposition he would not personally oppose it, but that 
could not answer for the rst of the Coumission. On condition, that the Turkish 
Delegates would on that day take the vote on our resolutions, that we would endeavour to 
get their proposition on the utilizable capacity voted first, Edhem Pasha gave a distinct 
Promise to this efect in presence of the Minster. 

Word was thereupon sent to the French Delegates to come to the Porte, but though 
they came thither they did not at that time re-enter the Comunission, sees es 
When we joined our colleagues, we learnt from the Russian Delegates that the F 

Comtnissioners bad that morning received fresh instructions from Paris which 

them to make great concessions to ws, ‘They produced a copy of the telegram received by 
the French—but from it we saw that these concessions only mounted to demanding & 
surtax of 4 fines instead of 4 fr. 50.¢.—and from an equivocal insertion in the copy of the 
telegram of the words **on English nett tonnage,” aftor we had romarked on the absence of 
any specified tonnage, we were not disposed to turn aside from our vote. 

The Turkish Delegates made their proposal to decide by a formal vote that sett 
tonnnge represents the utitizable capacity of w vessel, and we induced our colleneues. to 
take that first into consideration. It wax voted dearly unanimously. ‘The Russian 
Cowmissioner then proposed an adjournment to give time for the examination of the new 
French propos. 

re declared our distrust of them, and, relying on the President's solemn promiss to 
Colonel Stokes two hours before, we opposed the edjoument, which wens carted by tke 
costing vote ofthe Preside, wlio ths, bya second wt, broke his promiy. 

oth he ood the German Delegate excused their vote for a fresh adjournment on th 
round of wishing to aive the French a further oppartunity of coming to terins under thelr 
new instructions, We, however, declined! to meet them again unless we received ny 
fuesuranco in writing from thems that they’ were authorized to treat on the busis of 4 fre 
£101 on the present Razlleh nett tonnaige—paragroph o, clause 21; nd that vessels with 
bect tonnage onder Denubs Roles o faragraph 6 of the ubove clans, boul pay ouly 
afr ™ answer being lew on the ‘frst polot, though not perfectly 40 on tho 
second, we consented to meet them, und a private meetiog was held at the Swedlal 
Seabees tke pres maar EA ae Syeda 

Provious to altendine the mecting Colonel Stakes made a careful exlculation, from 
such data ne he powsoned, ofthe effect ef the tew nell toner vn. the favors ot a 
vewel, A copy of this calculation is inelosed. ‘Tho reanlt of it is, that Vessels. passing 
through the Canal would, on an arerage, pay 7°7 per oon. more accaring to it tha under 

raph a of clause 23 of the Law of 1854, 7°7 of 13 fr. is 1-001 fr, Ln our previous 
interview with the Pel we had stated it roughly at 80 cetinen 

fe opened the proceedings by abowing thei oor now calculations, After some 

dette, though they contested sone of Caloel Stokes methods of striking bis averages 
and proportions, they accepted his results. ‘They were anxious to start from Afr, us. th 
furtacto be decreased. We were equally determniged that 3 fr, shouldbe the pout from 
which the gradual wcereasc should commence. We therefore maintained that, ms soot aa 
a vowel should receive a certificate of nett tonnage wnder the recommenda 
Commision, she should pay only 3 fr; that any veel having her nett tonnage 
now determined by elther of the Rales recommended should at ace pay onl 
tat ths ny Raga, veo ender Torigroplh clause 38 of the Rngloh Law, provided 

total deduction for machinery an grow 
tonal ao pay uly ite ae 

the question of the amount of tonnage at which the surtax would begin to a 
and would cease were then discussed. ‘The French mulotained thet the ceuntion shoo 
take place when the total annonl nett tonemgn shoud reach 3,000,000 tous, We declined. 
to take a higher figure than. 2,600,000 tows per annum, 

They farther stipulated thot the decrease should be madle moro gradual 
1 fra time soa 10 expe the Company revenues to ls walkie 

e thought this request reasonable, and proposed the following arrangement for the 

Its evident that the surtax of 4 fe, will bo vory temporary in its effect, 
easels will be provided with the now certificates withia u vuty shart period of ike nace 
aient being put in force, so that the sortax will stand at fr only when the dene Ses 
begins. In the year following that in which the tonoage reaches 2,100,000 tons of rete 
tonnage, the Company ahall levy m surtax of only 2} francs; and ia the year followin 
‘thot it which the nett tonnage shall have armounted to 2/200,000 tons, the surtax shall be 
only 2 fund 49 00, decreasing 50 centimes per ton on every annual increase of 100,000 
tons. In this way the surtax will couse in the year following that in which the ton 
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has reached 2,600,000, Any falling off ia tonsage below the abore amounts will not 
jet the redpontion of apy prion ofthe srs, ‘The era coc duel ent 

Tiles having ouce, ceased, cannot be re-imposed. Vesscls of war, troop stipe, and 
easels hited fo carry troops exclusively, are to pay no surtax. 

‘The Freuch, uly some discussions at length consented to submit these details forthe 
approbation oftheir Government. They form the bans of the arrangement as it at preseat 
ands, 

‘We consider that this arangement very litte excoeds the terms proposed by us om 
the 10° Revanber excopt in tbe foerease araing: fom the adoption of an increased 
tonnage, 

‘Sy, Saturday the Gth the Gonmiasion was occupied in considering the detailed ruled 
for the measurement of tonnage which sts Committee had prepared, but we were able to 
seed the Commimiooers bier the amesting the terme Of provisional agreement at 
sds eo had arrived with the French Delegates embodying the above conditions, An 
Section was raked DY certain dclogates that, as the Comission had received a certain 
suction efor, which vas only bul accomplished, vty to pronounce 4 judaniet oa the 
Ca achés proxat proceeding, that i could not tum aside from this duty, Te was theres 
Faery dood that the Port should be requested to furnish & pretext for the Commission 
{o tke up the eerungement intend of pronouncing n formal judg 

Prous to the following ntting on the th hin Excellency Sir Henry Eliot had 
demande from, the Porte a wetten contirwation of the verbal assurance given to bik 
that if the arrangement did hot receive ite application within two months of the Portc' 
veavsbatlon of ie terms, the Company should be coustrained to confine the dues to 
10 frames per nett ton. 

Oa ie dh the Foreign Miniter addressed a eter to the President offically inviting 
thio ‘Comnituton to nrrange the terms of « transaction of which we have the hoaour to 
faeurd scopy, This letter contains expressions very clealy implying that In the eyes 
tithe Parte tho Company hex been alfeady condemned by the Commission such 
fhet the only conclusion tobe drawn from the opinions expressed by its member 
Aiching a weating but the formal vote repeatiog in a collective shape what las been 
by individuals. 

7 ioe French Delegates aro now authorized to conclude the arrangement, but thoy 
abject tothe torts af tis letter. We, on the othce band, are of opinion that we easnot 
puisi the phriscs objected. to and which we have underlined, to be withdrewn without 
PRandoningéthe rights of thone, who prefor claims agaigst the Company, We did not 
favite thei insertion, but we cannot permit their withdrawal 

“This didleley fay lead to the arrangement filing atthe last roowent: the Prench 
coopt the letter ‘without. further comment, it ix probable that in to-morrow's sitting: a 
fianlagrecment wil be arrived at but if they do not, we shall. proceed to take a vate 0a 
our raolution, 

Your Lordship will bave heard the result by telegraph long before this reaches 
England. 

. We have, So. 
(Signed) J, STOKES. 
P, FRANCIS. 


Inclogure 1 in No, 643, 


Galeulation of the efect of the Danube Rule on the Nett Tonnage of Versels passing 
through the Swes Canal, 


DATA on which it was founded :— 7 

1, Mr, Vivian's Return of tonnage of vessels that have pasted. through the Canal 
since jts opening to 20th June, 1873. . 

2, A’ Return furnisbed to Colonel Stokes by Mr. Farrer, showing the tonnage of 
AX vessels, fairly ropresenting the English trade through the Canal, measured acconing to 
the three rules—Lav of 1831—Danube Rule—German Law. 

"3, A. Siateraont furnished by the Statistical Departwent of the Peninsular aud 
Oriental Company on the 26th August, 1872, showing the average movement of their 
vessels through the Canal in one year - 

T havo 'o establish certain distinct calculations before L can arsive at the object stated 
at the bead of this pap 
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Mr. Vivian's paper gives me the gross tonnage of English ships for one year, fra 
Ist July, 1972, to Ist July, 1873; but It does Dene their nef, tonnage ‘only Soci 
ships are considered. 


The total uamage ie eve s ‘ 6 
The Reve Weare of the Penlnmlae and Oriental vem for'one year, vocording 


OL NT AT EE a ae 


‘Leaving a» grow Woonage of romsindcr ie : 


Acenrting o Xo. the yrom tonnage of do veacs representing tle renal 
Thanis ot laanage wader the Law ul 1854 ie . : aa 


NetTom. Grau Tune Net Tu 
aNgeT ss M0ta.an ToRoNa 


aloulated 768,582 


According to Return No. 2 certain vessels had under the Engtish Law of 1854 the 
same tonnage ax that wiven by the Danube Rule, This arisex from thoir being mengured 
‘under paragraph (#) of clause 23 of the Law. ‘To ascertain the difference between part 
graph (0) of that clause and the Danube Ile use vesels must be ductal fom the 
ot 


Fa a, Yel he ltrs Ox Copy ive sd 
% eo ‘os 
wate Oe inet 
nara 28 pr ea 
te 


OF she wer enw ely of No, 2 Return, 14 womls give ander ya 
And under the Danube Mule eae ree 


‘ncroaie, 0 por cout. 


Augmenting the nett tonnage obtained from A in these proportions, we have— 


Net Tonnage. 
190,000 28 
A tase 9 


Tol oe ne 


Mean increase on the year’s nett tonnage given by the Danube Rules, 77 per cont. 
(Signed) “J. STOKES. 


Inclorure 2 in No, 643, 
Roschid Pasha to Bahem Pasha, 


M. le Président, Sublime Porte, le 9 Décembr 7: 
Porte, #, 1873, 

LA. Commission Internationale pour to ‘Tonnige vient de diecuter oer 
ssecosrement les régles concernant le gross tonnage, le tonuage net ot Ia coptoité 

Brn présevce des conséquencee inévitables de a situntion légule, qui vient ain 
fixée de manidve A mettre un terme aux controverses. et ee ee : a 
Gouvernement Impérial a été heureux d'appprendre les efforts tentés avec succts par los 
Délégués de plusicurs Puissances Maritimes pour amenee dans la pratique des adoucissements 
sreretiet in Rene Tans cnt wlan ek 

Lut arrangements semble d'autant plus évident que dans les instru. 
surestées 2 see Commisaires le Gouvernement Imperial avait dija cela ques eu éovnd 
au earactire d'orgence que préscntait In question da Canal de Sucz, il te révorvo de 





Sapproprier les conclusions de Ia Commission qui seraient de natare & recevoir une 
txQztion immediate et den régler le mode application. 

‘Afin done de épondte A des besoins et i des intéréts universetlement sentis et de 
donner A la nouvelle tacho que la Commission a si honorablement assumée un caractiére 
officiel, je viens prior votre Excellence dengager MM. les Délégués de vouloir bien 
compléter leurs travaux en forwulant, oux noms de leurs Gouvernements et dans un esprit 
A'equité bien entendu, les nouvelles conditions dont te bénéfice pourra étre assuré dans 
Vavenir A la Compagnie Universolle du Canal de Sucz 

(Signe RASCIID, 





No. Git, 
Colonel Stoker ani Sir P. Francis to Barl Grawville—(Received Deceaber 9 


(No. 35.) 
My Lod, Peru, December 1%, 1873, 
WE: have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatches, ax 
under :— 
No. 11 of the Ist ultimo, No. 14 of the 6th ultimo, No. 15 of the 7th ulti 
of the 10th ultimo, No. 19 of the 12th ultime, No. 20 of the 1th ultim 
Tbth ‘ultima, ‘No. 40 of the 18th, No. 98 of the 2ist ulm, No. 29 of the 26th 
No, 30 and No. 31, Confidential, of the 26th ultimo, and No. 32 of the 27th ultim 
Tn reply to the lust named despatch we have’ the hovour to refer your Lordship to 
the followlog passages in the Procés-verbaur of the International Tondage Commission 
fo show Mhat we bate not pled Her Majsty's Government to any conclusions, but 
have entirely reserved every point for approval and odoption only if approved. 
‘These reserves will be found at pages 20, 22, and 27 of Procte-verbal No. 10, page 
10 of No. 11, payo 4 of No. id page 20 of No, 13 
ATith reued to the lazer part of Jour Londaip's No, ‘2 which refers tothe French 
propoml to revert to weight inatend of cubical capacity, we have the honour to report that 
in the Commission's Meeting of the 4th instant a further communication wos made to the 
Commiinaioa from the Fr 5, through the Ottoman Minister fa Foreign ‘Afdairs, 
agin devising Unk. he culd exusi the qoetion with special neleence 
the Suet Canal Dues, ‘The Commision referred (o its previous discuslans to ahow that 
the question had been alrendy thoroughly examined, and that the Commision ix not 
Aispaned to recognize any but the Bogs Yon of cubic enpncity us unit of taxation 
(Gigned) J. STOKES. 
P. FRANCIS. 


—— 
No. 645. 
General Stanton to Bort Groaville(Recrived December 22.) 


(No. 29, Commercial.) 
My Lond, Alecandrin, December 11, 1873. 


WITH reference to your Lordship"s commercial deapatch No. 11 of the 18th ultimo, 
addrowed to Mr. Vivian, transmitting » copy of a Memorindum relative to the 
‘of the Suez Canal, which hax boon prepared at the Foreign Oifice, and calling for informa 
tion ns to whut action, if any, was taken upon the Report of the International Commission, 
‘and bow the recommendations therein contained came not to be carried out, I have the 
Houiove to-report that, from the information which hag bom furnished me by Nobar Pasha 
‘on this subject, it appears that no action whatever was taken by the Exyptian Government 
‘ox.the Rloport of the Latemnational Commission. 

“The modifications in the dimensions of the Canal wero adopted by the Company chiefly, 
L believe, if nat entirely, on financial grounds, and carried into ellect without any commu 
nication being made to the Egyptian Government, either In the way of gixing notice of 
such modifications being contemplated, or of demanding authority for carrying them out. 

Tt appears futher that, though neither the Porte vor the Khedive have actually 
oquieseed in the dimeusions of the Catal ne executed, no remonstrance or protest against 
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these modifications in the dimensions has been addi y ei 
Pisa mediation in the dimensions bas been addrested to the Company cer by the 
L have, &e. 
Signed)" EDWD. STANTON. 


es 
No. 646. 
General Stanton to Kar! Granville —(Received December 22.) 


(Xo, 80, Commercial) 
fy Lord, Alezonitrio, December 11, 
s leronitria, December 11, 1873, 
I HAVE the honour to inolose herewith, for your Londship's Shemale bak of 
the despatch, which I have addressed to Her Majesty's Ambassador nt Constantinople 
Thave, &e - 
(Signed) "  EDWD. STANTON, 


Tnclosure in No. 646. 
General Stanton to Sir I. Blliot, 


Sir, 
5 Alenandria, December V3, 1873. 
the TAYE, the honour to report that on the rein of your Bxccle ri telat ot 
the fh iota, Fost no time in waiting Nubar Pass, a called hie attention to the 
T remarked to his Kxoellency hat it was bl 
=) ucy that it wax vory possible M, de Lesseps, who was, ne I 
believed, shortly expected to arrive in Egypt, might endeavour to pervande the Khedivo 
thatthe Intemational Commission now siting at Constantinople was encroaching on His 
Highnow rights in reference to the Convention concluded between the Tgyptn’ Governe 
ment and the Sex Cooal Company, and 1 considered it most important, i the Interest Of 
ail concerned, that His Highness should be convinced thit this was not’ the ease. 1 had 
added, your Excelleney's assuranco that nothing his been oF will be dono at Constant 
nople in derogation of lis Highnews rights, wn I wished to. couvey this nenuranee to 
is Highness to prevont his being tnisled by any suggestions of M, de Lesseps, 
1 also observed to Nubar Pasha, that i¢ was most desirable Wis Highness should 
careful promise to the Canal Company, oF commit himself in an 
at he is informed of the conclusions arrived at by the International Comin and T 
added, that His Highness would find these eonelustons ently strengthen his banda 
jn ang negotiation fw might then hare with M, de Leneps or hs Cotpanye me 
ular Pasha awwured me T need be under no apprehension on these mattory; 
Highs wax only too thankful to leave the quetions in dapute to the Common, 


glit bo satisfied ho would mak 
sata make no promise, or iu any way commit hitnaelf t0 
Ta easelleucy added, le would immedintely inform tho Kbedive of the 


communication 1 hid made to hima, and ine luel no dou rai 
ie very posible asses on these > the Hi Highton would himvl give 
Thave not as yet bea able to speal: to the Khedive on this matt 
obliged tortura to Alexandsia det ater ty intro: wik Nota Mea, nn oot 
pose to take the earliest opportunity of secing His Highness, and shall endeavoul to 
ftapress upon him the importance of not entering into any: negotiations with, the Cened 
Company until he is informed of the conclusions of the Interuntional Commicgon 
have, 
Signed)” EDWD, STANTON, 





956 
No. B47. 
General Stanton to Earl Granville —(Received December 22.) 


(No. 32. Commercial.) 


My Lord, i 
Y'THAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your Lordship's informat 


‘a despatch which I have this day addressed to his Excellency Sir Hen 
‘continuation of my despateh of the 11th instant. 
Thave, &c. 


(Signed) EDWD. STANTON. 


Alezundria, December 13, YE73.— 


Inclogure 1 in No, 647, 
General Stanton to Sir H. Kiliot, 


Alezandri, December 13, 1873. 

WITIL reference to my despatch of the 11th instant, respecting the communication 

nad made to Nubar Pasha on the subject of the Suez Canal, and the assurances T had 

ived from his Excellency on that, occasion, 1 haye bow the honour to forward to your 

Excellency a copy of wetter which L have since received from Nubar Pasha, confming, 

‘on tho part of the Khedive, the assurances then. given me, sta his Highness would 
retoain perfectly indifferent to anything that. might be aaid to him as to the proceedin 

Of the Commission, and that he would neither compromise himwelf or the rights of others, 


whatever might be wai or suggested to bin by Me Lewsey 
od) EDWD. STANTON 


Inclosure 2 in No. 647. 


Nubar Pasha to General Stanton. 


aéral, La Caire, te 10 Décembre, 1874. 
part Son Altesse du consell amical et confidentiel de Sir Henty Eillot- 
Son Altesso n'a fait que confirmer la réponse et I'assurnnce que je yous i données rmoi- 
mémo avant que de le voir, Ml pense qu'un Délégué Egxption aurnit di. se trouver dans 
Jo Commission, C’était de droit di. a THegypte- dohors du droit, Egypte aurait pi 
dtre un élément utile dans la Commission. Pour moi personnellement je suis bien heurcux 
que le Vice-Roi n'aic point ord dovoir réclamer V'exerciee de son droit, parce que pour nous 
eon cube maaan : 

‘Quant a ce qui pourrait lui Gté dit sur les proceedings de la Comuiss iF 
tre axauré que le Vice-Roi y reatera complitement indiférent et qu’il ne déviers pas d'une 

ne de Ia régle de conduite qu'il sest tracée, 
ae drometen pact he compro Is drts de penonne quelque shove 
lui dire ou lui auggérer de ta part de coux qui vous m'aves mentionnés. 
ear 
(Signé) N. NUBAR. 


see 


No, 648, 


ous pourres, 


qu'on puisse 


Sir HE Bllit to Earl Granville —(Received December 26;) 
ge iret —— Pera, December 13, 1873. 
| HAVE the satishetion of informing your Loniship that an arrangement, i which 


the French and Russian Delegates concurred, has just been agreed upon by the Inter- 
national ‘Tonnage Cominission on the basis already made known to your Lordabip. 
‘The indisposition of some of our allies to vote resolutions directly condemnatory of 


‘could be avoided, which had before prevented 


‘the past procccdings of the Company = 
re! ral a ade it necessary for our Commissioners not to 


a-vote from being taken on that point, neces 
eject an arrangement of which the figures aro slightly in excess of those for which the 
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sanction of Her Majesty's Government had actually been 
iy ment had actually boon received ; but, as the success 
a inn ete on “4 immediate decision bein; Beare farther 
reference home, leeed myself justifed in authorizing our Cominisioners to agree 
I was especially encouraged to take this decision by i 
ras especially " his decision by the consideration that, iJ 
Majetys Goterimént, on beng tiado acquainted wih the proven eaten ee 
unacceptable, the Commissioners would have been informed of it by telegraph. = 
Thave, &o, ” 
HENRY ELLIOT. 


ed eee 


No, 649, 


Sir H. Elliot to Earl Grancille.—(Received December 26.) 


(8,290. Commer 
My Lord, Constantinople, December V2, 1873 
satin AVING met the Grand Vizier last night, when his Iiiehnew ani ae 
inion a the prowest of 8 wnninousagresent ing come to nthe Infernal 
mn respecting the Suez Canal Dues, I took the opportunity ots sth 
hope that the arangemeat might bo cari ‘out tach a aya, Of enPrentng the 
Tsk of farther dificlice by exolting any just susceptibility on the pat of the Kheha 
hat i hsm that Und let General Stanton kuow that he might assure the View 
Rothing would be done by the Commission incompatible with Kis rights, a 
thay Wes Grand Visir said he was glad to heart, aid that we might ‘be quite eaxy on 
that score, ns the Viceroy had left the question of the Suce Canal ta the hunds ef the 
which had no intention of proceeding in a way that would be distanetut teh 
Thava, Ke, 
(Signed) "HENRY ELLIOT, 


ee 


No. 650. 
Gilonet Btokes and Bir P, Francie to Karl Gransille.—<(Rectived December 
Go, 38) 
My Lord, 
eRe despatch, No. 33. of the 12th instant, we hod the fen es 1873. 
Lory on gue of the dacusion which had tae plao in the International Tonsage 
Sates Searcy of the present mode of levying dues prnctived 
augment tng, minute of which we have the honour to iaclowe in 
aes of Austro-Hunsary, Spain, laly, and Germany recorded 
win Rant as or Jem strongly condematory of the Companys proceedings, 
he nineteenth ‘itting of the ‘Commission, i 
evict Bineteath on the 13th. instant, an arrangeme 
eg wn ened pa. 1 wren 
igement not become deGinitive, we should be free to resto the eres 
have, &o, 4 
J. STOKES, 
P, FRANCIS, 
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Inclosure in No. 650. 


Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage. 
14.—Séance du }} Novembre, 1873 (8 Chewal, 1290), 


Présidence de son Excellence Eouzst Pacha. 
Présents : 

or PANersagTo= 
M. Gillet. 
M. Hargreaves. 

Pout ’Autriche-Hongrie— 

M. Io Chevalier de Kosjek, 
M, Zamara. 
M. Nicolich. 


Pour la Belgique— 
M. Cawille Janssen, 


Pour \Eapagne— 
Don Joaquin Togores 
Don Angel Ruata. 


Pour ta Francom 


Pour Ia Grande Bretagno— 
M. Ie Colonel Stoker 
Bir Philip Francis 


Pour ta Gréce— 
M, Anargyros. 
Pour Iitallo— 
Pon te Gommandeat Matte, 
M, le Chevallier Vernoni, 
Pour Jes Pays-Bas— 
M, Je Chevalier Jansen. 
M. Keun, 
Pour ta Russie— 
MI. Ie Colonel Korehikot. 


yur Ia Suisde ot la Norvégo— 
pom fe Chovalir de Heldenatamm. 


Pour la Turquie 
om con Exaallenco Fahem Pacha. 
Son Excellence Salih Pacha, 


Madrilly Eifendi. 


proctieverbal de la derniére séance ost lu et adopté. 

Président préscnte i Va ; 

M. lo Colonel Korchikoif, en absence de M. le Haron de Steiger, 
‘Son Excellence Bdhem Pacha dit qu'il veut rectifier une petit 

avoir 6té commiso par quelques personnes qui au 

Salih Pacha dans 


I. te Premier Dalggué de Turquie afrme que 
font gu de evr Gourerncment cane ante fsrucon de elle ui ont oes 2 Ie 
wrens ‘de la Commission Internationale ct que Si : ce qu 
Toul eepint ater hess lnstrosticea, Th est daillears, lai aussi, parfaitement @accord 

aveo 4¢8 coll i 

‘Prancis trouve 

opinions exprimées & différentes reprises par MM. les Délégués Ottomans. 
‘MM. Janseen (Belgique) annonce que la Sous- 


indisposé. 


dernigeo séance de nouvelles instruct 


rnihiasion MM. elotscreowiteh, désigné pour assister 
‘erreur quil a entenda 


t atiribué les mots prononcés par 
astructions regues de la Sublime 


jusqa’a ce jour les Délégués Ottomans 
elon de eclles qui ont €é les 2 Is 


ue Tavis dont il s'agit est en tous points conforme aux 


‘Commission a terminé, en exécution | 
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‘mandat, Ia rédaction des régles de jaugeage qui dérivent des conclusions adoptées par la 
Commission Internationale. 
M. le Délégué de Belgique a honneur de déposer ce travail sur Je burean et de price 
M. lo Président de bien vouloir ordonner qu'll soit imprimé et distribué & tous les Délégués, 
avant que la Commission ne se Tivre & la discussion ot & 'adoption definitive. 
M. le Président {écilite In Sous-Commission d'avoir accompli si promptement la tiche 
qui Inf a é4é dévolue. 
Il invite lo Sccrétaire A se conformer A la demande exprimée et désirerait entendre au 
pr¥alabie ts lecture du travail dont il s'agit. 
La Commission ayant partagé avis de son Excellence Fahem Pachs, Mf. Jonssen 
(Belsique) fait Ia Yeetare dex ries de jaugeage, propostes par ln Sous-Commission poor 
tro acceptées cotsine texte des régles internationalce & soumettre A Napprobation. dow 
Gifleronts Gouvernements 
AM, Togores propose de nomamor wn eomité qui stoceuperait du rapport final contenant 
toutes les conclusions de la Confrence. 
Cotte proposition ayant eu Te it do MAL Jos Délézues, sur In. proposition de 
M. le President, vom oomnmés, i init’, membres du Comité dont Ml s'agit, MM. le 
Colonel Stoker, Janssen (Belgique), et Gillet, qui aceeptent en remergiant ta Commission 
pour Mhonneur qui leur eet fait. 
M. le Colonel Stolter demande ta parole pour présenter quelquce observations eupplé= 
‘mgntairee ear ta discunsion commencée & la dernitro stance et s'explique en se4 term 
"En introdaisant, Mossleurs, la question dont nous nous occupons & Texafuen de a 
Commission, nous nous somres bornés & une exposition dos fits et des arguments strietée 
ment découlant dex documents mis sous nos yeux par lox instructions de MM, les Déléauds 
Ottoninns, ot des décinions do a Comusission; nous croyons copendant utile de revonie un 
eu sur histoire de cette question pour mieux guider opinion et pour juetifior les conolt 
tions aayquelles nous allons vous inviter. 
Nous navons pas cherehé A donner tine interprétation A VActo de Concession do tn 
Compagnie, car nous avons seulement crit deveit inxivter sue Tnterprétation donnée par le 
rernement Impérial, ot de miontrer que cette interprétotlon est eanforine hee que te 
Gouvernement Britanpique a toujours soutenu ; nous avonx pu entrer dans la discusston de 
Ia portée des mots ‘tonoenu de eapacité,” roais nou fu que leur seme a été trbe 
clainerment expoad dans les différentes dliseussion on, ob on a démontré avec 
tune clarté, une précision et une force qui ne laissent rien h désiror, que la eapacité du corps 
contennnt ne doit pax étze confornlue avee te poide ou Te yolumo des objets ul pourtont y 
étre contenus; Tun a pour aa jouge une seule unith, for autres ont dea unites de juuge de 
toute espace, "Done it weulte de ces discussions quo fe tonneau de onpncté est sine unite 
pour le jaugeage du navire et non pos une des unités pour exprimer le poids ou fe volume 
do marchandises. Il réulte auxsi que IActe de Concowion ayant nommé un tonnent de 
‘epacité pour la taxation des navices, c'est Je tonneau de jauge de ces navires qui doit dee 
soumis 4 la taxntion ¢ non pas tine tnité repnésentant Jes marchandises, 
Quel tonnesa de capacité a-t-on voulu indiquer dann cet Acte do Concession? 
M. le Premier Délégud des Fays.Dov a prouvé par le discours qu'il « provoned dane on, 
style bnbituel, clair et Iucide, que ce tonneau de capaciti prévu par MActe de Concension, 
init Monité du tonnage net de régistre Anglais. Si cette interprétation avait besoin d'dtre 
enforeée, on trouverait lee jrouves dans les exptieations données par M, Lange-en prGvetee 
A. de Lesseps, dans les " meetings” tonus en Angleterre en 1887, un an apres la Concoee 
sion. A plusieurs reprige eon réponse dex questions tr patiques eh dex obscevations 
calcolics b tirer de M, de Lesseps fx portée entidre do son projet, cos weaiours ont pond 
Ive cat le“ net register tonnage’ dex mavires Anglais qui scrait Ia base de taxation. Ts 
Vont attinné, répété et confinmé & plusieurs reprises. On. pritond maintenant, d'un ebth, 
que M. do Lesseps n'a pas complitement catnpris les observations fhites on son nom, parce 
ures dant faites dane Ye Iigue Avene ul Ul nt incounue, o dun ware eit que 
time ai ces explications (taient données, co nuit que pour amencr le concours du monde 
‘comineteial Anglais, sans Mntention de ‘donner suite aux promeses y contonues. A Ia 
premilére do ces défenses, je demande pourquoi al M. de Lessepe va us compris los obser. 
vations de M. Langs, i les a publiges sous son propre nom dans In languo Francaise, et lea 
a préaentées au Chatabres du Parlement Dri gue ™ Cet un continnation ds ples 
de son vobordonné ta plas complite. Il est difficile do eroire que Ml. de Lomeps approuve 
Ia seconde difense faite en son nom et publige par Ia Compagnie, Co serait mettre en 


Donel diane wt dit Yrtuementon 
Fe vss Abd olividelioment ot je souste 4 vor Mute nteuldes Yon pagvevulvasen, lea coations 
Le Teateions dee riscisle vtey du Tey Un des Oe 
a re 
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it certnines promesses pour amener le monde entier A s‘engager dans une voie, avec 
Tiatention de ne pas les tenir; les observer pendant un laps de temps suffisant pour 
‘igation de ses anciennes voies et pour fairc construire les batiments adaptés 
‘tte nouvelle route et alors leur sjouter 50 pour cent du fardean a supporter. 
Si tel etait Te cas, ce serait un dessoin subtil aoquel Je ne veux pas croire; je prélére 
Vhypothise plus naturelle, quoique moins favorable aux prétensions de la Compagnie, que 
Vintention de Ma de Lessepe était de prélever la taxe maximum de 10 fr. sur le tonnean de 
capacité du tonnage de régistre Anglais, 
WM, le Premier Délégué des Pays-Bas a exprimé, i la fin de som discours, Yo ver que 
Ja Commision veuille trouver ua moyen do donner & Ja Compagnie an revenu qui Tut 
permettrait de payer un dividende aux sctionnaires. Notre honorable collegue n'a pos 
wetistd A certaiges démarches qui ont été failes il y a presqu’un mois, dans le but do 
procuer i la Compagnie de Sue un arrangement amical de Ia question du page dans une 
enue supportable pour le commerce maritizne et qui assureralt aux actionnaires un intérét 
fur leur capital, en attendant Je développement de la uavigation, développement qui arrivers 
‘Mdrement ct site par le transport progressif des opérations de commerce des navies A voiles 
Keone mus pare vopeur. Les démarches dont je parle avaient un earactére tout-b-fit 
Jans lear commencement. Elles étaient entamées dans Je but d'winener un vote 
i nut lu question ginéeale du tounoge par une entente sur la question des phages du 
Cann do Sues, Cette eteatearrangée, lee Daligude Francis auraent dé pts 8 donee 
Tout vote pour fa résolution proposée par M. le Premier Délégué des Payt-Has, dont plus 
tard, i délaut de cette enteate, ils se sont abstenus. 

‘propositions coneiliantes étaient faitea vers la fin du mois d'Octobro: ellos furent 
dbattues dra des poorpalers piv auxqaes ls plupart de Dégots oot net le 
but de ces pourparlera était de trouver les bases d’an arrangement qui pourrait étre recom 
moandé A la Sublime Purte et & Soo Altease Je Khédive, d'aprds Jequel un accord semnit 
Gtabli ct la Compagnie de Sucx aurait été mise dans ine position de pouvoir vivre en 
yeitreizaant sn taxation & uu prélévement sur To net tonnage. Dans cette discussion 
privée, uno offre formelle ft faite par les Dékigués Britansiques, offre qui a regu le concours 
personnel de Ia grande majorité de leurs colligues. Lae cotitions de extte offre vous vont 
Pronues, Measlcury; mais pulsqu'lt ny en a pas une meation dans vos procés-verbaux, et & 
tnon avis, elle devrait xe trouver, jo Yuik vous lee raconter, 

Compagnie do Suet, capes Parrongewent propos, aurait regu de Ia Puissnes 
tervitoriafo Tautorité de peélever une sustaxe do % fr, par tonne sur Te net tonnage, jusqu’d 
te quo Je tot tunnage total (Ot arvivé au chiffre de 2,000,000 de tonnes par any In surtaxe 
Strait alore réduite & 9 fe, jusqu'h un total de 2,150,000 tonnes de réistre par a0, et apri 
ela la surtaxe ne serait que do 1 fr. jusqu' ce qu'un total anouel de 2,300,000 tonnes de 
not tonnage de régistre Anglais ait 606 attoint. i 

“Ht 5 avait. quelques autres détaila, mais ee sont 1 lee propositions réetles, Laur 
accoptation numit assure A ta Compaguie ua dividends de 3.4 6 pour cent suivant les 
fluctuations da tonige. Ces propositions mont pas été neoueilies par MM. lex Dilégade 
Francais avec Tempresscment que nous avons era pouvoir aiteudre, en cousiddration des 
grands avantages qu'elics nurnient arsuré aux actlonnaires do la Compagn 
ildgues de France tes ont référé h four Gouvernoment ; nous avons également riéré au 
Gouremement Brtaonique ua arrangement qui dans son origine était parement personael 
de notre part. Ily' trols semaines que nous avons rect son approbation, dont nous avons 
fait part aux Délégués Frangais. Mais il pamstt que cette offre n'est pas apprécice tsa juste 
Valeur h Paris, Nous Te regrettons, parce que nous Tavoos faite aprés wn examen attentif 
den chiffces publica, par la Compagote ainsh que des autres chides mis & notre disposition 
par M, Roneas, ‘Nous avons basé notre offre sur un calcul qui, tennit compte, en meme 
Penps, des intdréts des actionnaires et des intéréts de la navigation, notre chiffre de 3 fe, 
fat le’ maximum que nous pourtions proposer ; il n'est pas mis en avant pour marchander, 
Eest un chive honndte & agcepter ou 8 Iaiser; nous ne youlons pas now en éearter, nows 
‘avons maiatena notre olfre jusqu’d présent, nous In mmalntenons encore, mais nous ne 
Youlons pas T'excéder.  Cependant si le Gouvernement accepte Ics propositions de la 
Commiston pour lo net toanage, il est A observer que ce tonnage recevra une augmentation 
par le fit meme, qui équi iudma hum wureroit de 80.c. par tonne, Les efforts detfectver 
Bh arrangement sur lea bases de notre premiére proposition ayant été renouvelds A cotte 

Ie b MME. tes Dalégués Frougals, Yavantage que la 


Cony rotirerait du maintient de nos chiffres appliqués & ce nouveau tonnage, mais it 
Fara foe le Compagnie de Sues tet 8 no sien abut de ses prétentions. 

“Je me serve par conséquent de vour inviter ultérieurement i soumettre A la 
Sabtine Porte Tk teolation que novs alone formaler, par suite de la situation qui nous 
cst ite." 
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M. de Kosjek fait observer qu'un examen attentif des documents oftick 2 
2 2 attentit deg documents officols relatifs 
avesion cra de navigation peryas par ta Compusie du Catal de Tad tegece 
lever, en promier lieu, Vinesactitude de Fnterprtation donne parla diueCampse tera 
termes“ tonnean de xpacté cinploy® dane VActe de Conceston, I adie en ce qul 
gonceme, ce poit aux conclusions contenues de Hexposé fit Ta deraire séanco jue 
‘Quand A le lettre vizirielle du 17 Dj jeul-Es il i Vs 
lett viziiello da 17 Djemazi-ul-Ewel, 1200, 1 doit ajonter que dap’ 
sen pinion la Saline Pre cn dant qn deal tei uae tonnage” ag 
i le-sysitme Moorsom, 0 prononcé'un avis © parfsitement. conform 
Vesprit de I'Acte de Concession, " M. de Lesseps a ert pouvoir Qouner pat n eee 
dtc du 16 Anit deenier cette Tet vail, une interpéation adoptée 3m propre 
marie de volr et seo a6: tout en maintenant intact en principe ea 
pptatiquo lo mode de perception mur depuis Je et, 1872, ocume fant ee 
one teeta ion i isu depls 1 Jul, 3972, come Cx en 
phrase finales de oatte réponse prouvent capendant & Iévidence quo pour atteind 
son ‘vt, ills Président Directeur do ls Coxapagni alt abligé de icoigae Je yticee 
Moors, en ui ant Is caractiro qui Tuk at géagement econ un Sie omplt 
augeage et de tomber dans I'anclonne ered de confindte Ta capacité rede de onrgnton 
avec la capscité utilisable du navire. A lavis de M. le P ict Délégué d'Autriche- 
Hongrie, M. de Lewops x fourni par celts Iottre méme Ta preuve In plus éelatante que lo 
snyatéme de perception quil aval Inauguré reposo sur us principe tout-Actit theater & 
celui a motive, sans aucun douto, du Gouvernement Sttomhn. © 
M. de Kosjek tient & eo que co fait soit constaté pat In Cornmission, 


M, Ruata: 


“M. Je Président, Mesioars,—Des obsorvations prévontées. pur nox honorabl 
coligues de lx Grande Destagn, des Papel, ct Aira Ion ie, do In dédarsion 
faite por Messiours les: Délgqu Ottomans dans In dernidro séance, Cablivant que, d'apros 
Jer opinion ee tonnage” Angas recto capac rant table der nae, 
st de Vinterprdtation donde par Ia Sublime Porte dase la promieee leire vieielle adnesnte 
A Bon Altemo le Khéidive, aux mots do tonneau do capaclté’ omployés dans VActo le 
Concenion, déduire quo le mode aetucllement appliqué pout Ia perception dos 
dite du Canal de Sue, ust pas en hartwoaic ao los prescriptions do Atte de Concer 
slow et du Firman Topéal question sounise maintenant A aot oximen ct qui eat ma 
enna apnea — devant trancher une fois pour toutes lea 
ions soul pagal da Ci ten pa Hos Pais 
sie iene contre a Compagnie du Canal de Suez par los Poisaances 
* Quel ext point ecolminant de la dis we d'opinions existante 
Puissances maritimes et la Compagnie da Canal de S ‘i Sse deunee 
peeeaeiem np Cao Beet Lintecptatioa urea deasee 
ae ‘uissances maritimes et Jes hommes de science soutiennent qu'il n'exis is 
— Youve reoonnue comme tlle que ls tonne de. juoge ‘oicollo® tnd Noctis 
Sonee ame contra, qui y ala tonne de comineree ot que calc rpeente 
f “ Je no veux pas entror date l'examen do cotte dilférence d'opinio: 

Ag ducts mys ‘Commision Internationale i Je me borosral pe cease 
r ls weation, us cot ordre je crois pouvoir allirmer 
Jung's pent dans too es pays du mabe la tonne de Jauge ofl w es toujours 
meoanie coms la pes tonne Kale formant ise es pereptins de rots auch 

" Personne n'w jamais done songé A contestor aux divers Gouverne it 
@@ablir pour loure marines res co qu’ Bimapredes fer tei 
ime ares repervey ce Gon devat.comprendre par une tonne 

Co. principe Gabi et untversllement reconnu, je ne comprends pas doinmen 
gorel Compagnie da Canal de Sac vt permis de TiodiGer de on prope ular, 

a hase de Ia perception des droits de passage, modification qu'elle nétalt pus autorinde 
elfectuer,attendu que Article 17 de WActe de Concession Tul nevorde aculdmeot le droit 
de modifier le tan ais non pos col Gaterpréter les mots “tonisean de eapmcitee Quelle 
serait done T'dée de la Sublime Porte en se serrant de cette expression? Le Gouverne. 
spent Ottoman, auteur, de la Conocssion, pouvait-il parler d'un tonnage, qui ne 01 un 
wnge oficil, et les diverses Puissauces intéressées autre part, pouwaieat-lles janie 
adimetire xn toinage Bxé et ciabl d'une mane aris pura Conpagte, un Wnnuge 
septle Fe odie chaque ps son sm volute et un prguiee da commas 
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Nous trouvons la réponse clire et préviso de les questions dans la lettre vizirielle 
Ga citée. Ey voici les termes :-—' Mais comme les différents Gouvernements wont pas 
eicoro adopté umn systime do tonnage ideotique, i était nécessaire de faire usage de 
Vexpression do tonneau de capacité en général, de telle manitre que cette expression put 
S'appliquer aa tonneau qui serait plas tanl adopté par tous les Gouveenements, ainsi que 
le Gouvernement Impérial pour sa marine.’ Comme yous le voyer, Messieurs, le 
Douvernement Ottoman entend par tooneau de eapacité, le tonnage de jauge officiel, 
ui serait plus tard adopté par tous les Gouvernements, constatant ainsi deax principes 
fondamentous — 

+1, Que les Gouvernements sont les seuls qui ont le droit de détermincr le tonnage 
do leurs navires 

+9. Que In Sublime Porto ne s'est pas pronanese 3 cette occasion IA pour un aystione 

16, YL que les Goavernements n’etaient pas eieure tombés d’acord sur un tonnage 
‘dentique poor tous lox pays. Aisi dong, si tors de ta rédaction de I"Acte de Concession, 
lee divers Gourernements nuraient ou ddA un ryatime identique, le Gouvernement 
Ottoman n‘aurait certainement pas hésité un veul moment & adopter aussi pour a marine 
ct A Vappliquer enauite comme base de perception des droite de passage par le Canal do 
Slee. 

“ Notez maintenant, Monicurs, A quel point la Commission Internationale a parfaites 

t bien compris sa mission, en arrétant comme programme de ses travaux le torage on 
général ot en adoptant. avant tout autre futérét, un syatéme unilorme de jaugeage, accepté 
AGA par a plopart des Puisances Européennes, et que les conclasions votées par cctte 
AAmsombge codon, je Vespers, universe 

Le moment 6st dono arrivé oi Is Sublime Porte n‘aura plas & parler de tonneau de 
coped en genial. Le Goaverument Impl pourra dinormai metre on eigueor pour 
19 rare le agstinye Moorvom Vighement,modiNé par Ia Commnievon et Vappliqur on 
méme tempa au Canal de Suez, comme la scule buse Kégale de Ia perception do sex 
droit!” 

AL Maiti, sig outer quelques développements aux remarquts de M, te Premice 
Détégué d’Autriche-Hongrle. ‘Dane ta lettre eités, M. de Lesseps lal paruit avoir joué sur 
Jes snots. Pendant que la Sobtime Porte parlait d'un tonneaa do copncits utiliable dans 
Yer lettres A Son Altes le Kiédive, le Président Directeur do ta Compagnie 2, voula 
entendra tonneau de marchandies ; mais on tonnenu de capacité n'a aucune existence 
Vigale.-M, Romonu. Joi-méme a dit qu’en Francs les Mesageries percevaiont leurs tedta 
nur lo mdtro cube. Ceci a &t6 baptiné de tonnenu. 

in Angleterre loraqu’l sngit de twerchandises & donner ox navires, chaque colis est 
mesurd, on en fait Te valine, le eubage, et chajue 40 picds font wn tome, 

Pour lo bois, cest In largeur Pépuisseur et ta longueur qu'on mesure et ee ont 
‘50 pleds qui donnient un tonneau. 

La différenco est gnorme entre le cubaige et Tespace que les 
dans Vintétieu des navitey ly a une masse consildrabe J vide qu resto nécsairement. 
Treat arvivé tM. le Détdgué do Mtalio de charger do bois ronds qui prenaient A bord un 
espace beonicoup plus grand que leur eubaye. Pour une roachine de mons do 400 tonnenux 
lata falls prendre un navire de 1,200 touneaux. Toot était dgjd plein, aprés ts pause 
des chauaidres, ot rodme le fuux-pont a dé é¢re utilisé en partie. 

Te tonneau sles soarchandises est, d'ailleurs, Paffaire des Chambres tle Cote 
non des Gouvernoments. Hest par conséquent impossible qa’en parlant de to 
copclté dans 'Aote de Concewsion, on ait enter des tonneaux «te marchandises 

Pour es qui concerue It proposition dé transaction fiite par M, le Colonel Stokes, 
M. Mattei hésitersit mime de Vaborder ear il ne eroit pus avoir pour mission de la diveuter 
Gt il no murait qullement engager son Gouvernement quant & l'approbation on a la 
Aéapprobation de cette mesure, Tl peut cependant dire que lea termes en sont excessive- 
‘mont généraux. Dans Je eas od Je chiffro pour te transit actael da Canal resterait le mime, 
Hest possible qu’ surtaxe de 3 fr. In Compagoie subiste une 
petite perte de & A 5} pour cont; mais il y a lie, d'un autre ebté de tenir compte du 
mouvement ascentionnel quicontinucrs, M. lo Délégué de Ila ext part 
que les roveaus du Canal teraient au moins année prochaine les mbes sip 
Aoeux obtonus en 1873, ai le nouveau mode de perception devait étre appliqué & partir di. 
nouvel an. De plus, on doit tenir compte d'autres circonstances ; tous les caleuls sont 
‘ase surde simples moyennes. Les navires i grande vitesse ols les déductions pour passer 
du Tonnage brut au tonnage net sont fortes, profiteront certainement beaucoup; sais il y 
on atira Toute une masse de batiwnents qui, au lieu de gngner par cette transaction, ¥ 
penlront eonsidérablement, Avant de se prononcer par conséquent sur le chiffre de In 
surtaxe, il fhut considérer les navires qui préseiitent la moindre différence entre les deux 


tonnages. Toutefois, comme cette transaction n Immense mérite de snuvegarder Vavenie, 
MM. Mattei ne manguera pas de fa recommander & son Gouvernement, sans cependant en 
vouloit lier les décisions, 

_ M, Gillet dit que M. le Délégué de Mtalic a & pen pres exprimé sa propre manidre de 
voir. Si en interprétant I’Acte de Concession on ne s’était pas arrété oux mots * tonneau 
de capacité” et si on avait toujours ajouté les mots de cet Acte des navires, jamais Tidéo ne 
serait venue de parler de marchanises, conse base de la perception. 

__ Les offres Britanniques sont trés avantageuses pour la Compignie, L’Allemagne est 
disposée & entrer dane la perspective ouverte par MM. les Déléguée de Ia Grande Bretagne, 
Personnellement M. le Premier Délégué d’Allemagne dési une transaction ot la 
eroit en tous points profitable, mais, quand au point du dro quie Ie tonneau 
de capocité ne saurait jamais avoir pu étre entendu comme un tonneau de poids, ov wn 
tonneau de marchandisa 

M. le Président dit que plusieurs de MM. Jos Délégués Tui en ayant fut la demande i 
propote fi la Commission do s'ajourner, 

MU. Janseen (Belgique) propose d'arréter au préalable qu‘h ta séunee procha 
continoern In disetaion mise & Yordre du jour et que sil en reate To terops, on prooidera A 
In diseussion du rapport de la Sous-Cowrolssion, 

M. Jansen (Payt-Bas) éimet Navin do continuer la discussion et do détibérer apriw sur 

solutions a. prendre eb eonséqucnce, 

AF. le Préfident constate que ordre du jour étant inserit, il devra &tre purement et 
simplement continué 

La séance est levee. 
To Prisident, 
1) EDHEM 
Le Secritaire, 
(Signé)— Cauuarutfopony, 


No. 651. 
Colonel Stoker and Sir P, Francis to Earl Granvitle.—(Reccived December 6.) 


10, 97. 

Lor Peru, Decenber V7, 1873, 

IN our despatch No. 94 of the 12th instant, wo had the honour to report the difforent 
phases through which the negotiations for the arrangement of an. understanding between 
the French Delegates and their colleagues hail passed up to that date. On the 18th we 
hail the honour to send to your Lordship a telegrams en clair, of which thi Snoloned in a 
copy, reporting that the arrangement had been effected, and wo oxplained in a eypher 
telegram of the same date, nothing tad beon agreed to which could projudice the claims 
for the past overebarges, and that the surtex of 4 fr. por ton conceded on n certain clnas of 
vessels would he. very temporury in its action, ns they can immediately be supplied with » 
certieate of their nett tonnage undar the Danube rue, which wil ring down the surtax 
to 

‘We also mentioned that the Porto hnd invited the Delegates to sign thie arang 
in the name of thelr Governments, and expressed 4 wh to be able to do ao in the t 
of Her Majesty's Government. 

Your Lordsbip's telogratn of yesterday's dat ‘morning, having confirmed 
the course proposed in our t ant, we ar able ia to-day's sitting to 
‘announce the approbation of Her Majesty's Goverament to the arrangement provisionally 
concladed last Saturday, on the basis reported by us on the 4th. ‘The Delegates of the 
principal Goveruments represented, thereapon also announced the approbation of their 
Governments. 

‘We have, &o, 
(Signed) 'J. STOKES, 
P. FRANCIS, 


Inclosure in No. 651. 
Colonet Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Granville. 
(Telographic) Pera, December 13, 1873. 
"HE following arrangement has been entered into between the Delogates in th 
Teun: Commie = Se 
7B 
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Vessels whose net tonnage is fixed under paragraph (a) of Clause 23 of English Law 
to pay x surtax of 4 ft. per ton, Dut as soon as they reocive the certificate of their tonnage 
under the Danube rule the surtax to be redaced to'3 fr 

Vessels whose net tonnage is fixed by paragraph (5) of said clause to pay 3 fh 

ton. 
Ey cscis ieciiag iSs Or Wait ister le aeonsinenabeSe a7 the Commission will 
3 fr 
Fey Vestele which raat woessurel hy the Mootsout execs will reéeive Ube equivalent of 
the English gross tounage under the Dunabe scale of factor, and net tonvage by aprlion, 
tion to it of paragraph (a) of the English Law. ‘They will pay 4 fr. per ton on’ that net 
tonange. " 

‘The surtax of 3 fr. will commence to decrease when annual tonnage reaches 
2,100,000 tons. 

Every additional 100,000 toos per annum is followed by a reduction of J fr. on the 
surtax 

All surtax ceases when the net tonnage reach: 2,600,000 tons in one year. 

‘Wherever the word “ tonnage” is employed, * net tonnage’ to be where 
aot otherwise stated. 

‘The surtax not to be applied to ships of war, troop ships, and vessels in ballast. 

‘The Turllah Delegate hus declared” in the,uame oF ble Goversovent, thal tc teuade 
of any dues shall be made in the future without the assent of the Subli Porte, who wi 
previously come to an understanding with the principal maritime Powers, 


No. 652. 
Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Granville— (Received December 26) 


(No. 38) 

My Lord, Pera, December 18, 1873. 
ply to your Lordahip’s despatch No, 30, we have the hoaour to inform your 

Lordship that the principal debt of the Sucz Cunal Company is one of about 8,000,001, 


sterling, interest & per cont., and repaid in fifty years by the operation of a sinking fund. 

‘Theo is a farther smaller debt of about 900,0001., which will be repaid in thirty 
fears. 
TeenThe intereat and sinking funds of theye two loans constitute the * charges sociales" 
referred to in. your Lordship's despatch. : 

‘Whilst furnishing this information, we have to observe that it is gi 
of fature correction when we are able to procure more certain data; it is founded on what 
the French Delegates| were able to tell us on this subject from memory. ‘They have 
promised to give further information when they reach Paris. 

We have, ie, 


(Signed) J. STOKES, 
P. FRANCIS, 


No. 653. 
Colonet stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Granville—{Received December 26,) 


Pera, December 18, 1873. 

WE have the honour to forward to your Lordship duplicate copies of the Minutes of 
the 15th aad 16th sittings of the International Tonnage Commission. 

‘These Minutes are important, ns the first gives the resolution condemning the Suex 
Canal Company's present proceedings, to stay which the French Delegates lowered the 
terms on which they would come to an understanding ; and the second records the voting 
of the two first. and most important premises of the resolution. 

We have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
NCIS. 


arrangement 
dont il agit ne 


chiffre supérieur de tom 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 653. 


Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage. 


Procés-Verbal No. 15.—S¢ance du * =~, 1873 (12 Chewal, 1290). 


Présidence de son Excellence Ext Pacts. 


Présents: 
Pour I'Allemagne— 
M. Gillet, 
Hargreaves, 
Pour 1'Aatriche-Hongrie— 
M, le Chevalicr do Korjek. 
M. Zamara: 
M. Nicolich, 
Pour la Belgique— 
‘M. Camille Janssen. 
Pour 11 
Don Jonquin Togores, 
Don Angel Ruata, 


Pour Ja Franco— 


Pour In Grande Brotagne— 
M- le Colonel Stokes, 
Sir Philip Fr 

Pour la Grice— 
M. Auargyrox, 

Pour Ittalie— 
M. Ie Commonndeur Mattei 
M, le Chevalier Vernon. 

Pour les Pays-Bas— 
M. Je Chevalier Jansen, 
M. Keun, 


Pour Is Russie 
M, le Baron de Steiger. 
M, Je Colonel Korchikotf. 
Pour Ia Sudde ot la Norvéigo— 
M. le Chevalier de Heidenstamm, 
Pour ta Turquie— 
Son Kxeellence Eahem Pacha. 
Son Faxcellence Salih Pacha, 
Madeilly Effendi. 


LE Procés-verbal No. 14 cst lu ot adopté, 
M. le Haron de Steiger 


“ Messiours,—Dans Ia demnidre sétnce M. le Colonel 
t special aveo MM. les Delécués de France. Pavais era que les pourparlors 
Je Premicr 


sortiraient pas du dowiaine privé et confidenticl; wa M, 
de Ia Grande Bretagne ayant jugé autrement ct insisté sur leur insertion dans le 
juste d’y iosécer également les contre-propositions de MM. les 
contre-propositions consistaient en une surtaxo de 5 fr. et un 

cl onnage pour Je commencement des déductions, Sur ‘observation de 
THonorable M. Mattei que la différence existante entre ce que peri actueltément fe Canal 
st ce quil pereevrait eur le ‘net tonnage,’ ne représente pas 60 pour cent mais A peu pete 





Stokes a parlé da. projet d'un 
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47 pour cent, MM. les Délégnés de France ont proposé la surtaxe de 4 fr, 50c, et c'est sur 
ccotte base que les pourparlers ont été poursuivis. Dans In seconde réunion privée des 
Délégués, Taugmentation du tonnage résultant des déduetions admises par les resles 
ndées par la Commission ayant &é approximativement estimée 4 Gf pour cent, Ia 
proposition de MM. les Délégués de la Granda Bretagne d'une surtaxe de 3ff. devenuit 
‘Gquivalente pour lo Canal & 13 fr. 80.c. Il restait, por cooséquent, une différence de 70 ¢. 
par tonneau. Afin de rapprocher les deux propositions et de diminuer cette différence, 
emandai i M. Te Colonel Stokes s'il ne pourrait augmnter la surtaxe da proposée de 
0c. encore, ce qui, avec Taugmentation résultant des déductions proposées par In 
Commission, aurait portée la perception 4 environ 14 fr. 30. ehiffre sur lequel MM. les 
Délégués de France pourraient peut-8tre entrer en transaction. M, le Colonel Stokes me 
répondit que son Gouvernement no Vavait pas autoriaé A aller au deli de Ife. MM. les 
Délégués de France n’ayant. pas encore Tautorisation de leur Gouvernement pour entrer 
définitivement dane cotte baso de discussion, les podrpatlers de transaction ne purent étre 
continuds, Cotte autorisation, ilk viennont de Ja recevoit aujourd'hui méme. Tl faut 
prendre en considération que 108 colleguex de France en diseutant ces bases de surtaxo no 
doivent pas perdre de vue T'état du Canal, ves besoin, les devoirs de administration 
visdcvis des sctonnaire, ine fut pas oubler non plan que coud, dans let cas of la 
tratmction r6uasirait, tout on faisant des sacrifices pour le print, en font aussi d’énormes 
pour Vavenir, car il agit de revenir de nouveau, dans un temps donné, & ta taxe de 10 fr. 
pour ne plus Taltérer jusqu’h la fin de In Concession. 
Je cro ulle de cocaine cen faite dana lo-procte-verba, on réponse} ce que dit 
M. le Colonel Stokes sar le peu d'empressement avec Iequel MM. les Délégués de France 
‘aurvient aecucilli les propositions fhites et que la Compagnie a'aurait en rien Séohi de sos 
prétentions. Il me semble, av contraire, que nos colltgues Francais ont montré da bon 
voulair et fal ta conviction que sl ce ebiffre de 3 fr. 60. plus augmentation résultant 
tonnage not étabti par la Commission avait été accepts, Ventente wlaurait fait Pobjet 
aucun doute. 
Jo no me dissimule pax que jo me trouve par rapport A la discussion de ces cbittres 
duns Te sein de la Commision beaucoup moins & I'siso que lors des discussions des points 


techniques. 
Nous nous trouvoos tous, vis-tevis du Canal, dans une position intéressée, celle de 
‘ant pour mission de'représcnter exclusiverent lex inténits 

. par contre, qul puisse défendre les intéréts du Canal. 


lui acerder le mo pole, ay 
du commeree ; pervonne n'est I ir L 
le constate que ce o’est MA nt ma mission mi ma tebe, nuis je erois devoir exprimer 


cdroment mon opinion, Le Canal do Suez étant nécessaire A toutes. ler nations 

maritimes, serait-il juste do discuter aujourd'hui lex conditions de son existence? Il ext 
posible que lore dé Vexdoution on ait cru A des dépen ‘ext pomible meme 
quo M. de Lesops ait eu en vue le tonneau de jango, en mettant sa signature au bas de 
VAete do Concession, C'est un point qui me parait, cependant, sujet A discussions, car, 
{que signifieait dan 60 cas Vermplot da terme nouvean * tonnews de capacité 

“Mais méroe: dans Je eas ob jl y aurait eu errcur, convient-il aujourthui de refuser le 
fruit de tant do poines non & M. de Lesseps, non & la dircotion, mais aux setionnaires 
rutin, os actionnaires qu malgré Tavis de plusieurs ingénicure edabres, engngtrent 
Joure fonds 1865, M. de Leseeps convoqua les Délégues du 
Commerce do toutes les nations pour constater les travaux ddd exteutés, J'ai ou 
Phounour de participer & cette réunion & Inquelle les Délégués Anglais souls furent 
subitomont cmpéchés d'assister, par diverses raison 

 Plusioure dee membres de cette reunion €i opinion que Vexéeution finale du 
Const Inisanit beaucoup de dontes. Eh bien, malzré cov doutes riitérés, lex nctionnaires 
ont eu foi on M. Lesseps ot ont aidé & termiver Focuvre grandiose 4) 
il Pa terminde malgré tous les obstacles. Au lieu de diseuter comrne on Te ‘ 
pas plus juste, en ajoutant 50, d'arriver & donner aux actionnaires uve ritribution au 
moins équitable, pour les enpitanx qu'ils ont engngds dans cette eavre dont nous profitons 
tous, rétribution énormément diminuée, d’ailleurs, dans avenir, d'apri« le sens do la 
traniaetion pevjetée F 

Cee poservatios took 6 soggtedes tant par lo discauirs prononeé A Ja derniéve 
séqnce par M, Je Colonel Stokes, que par Ia proposition déja faite d'une surtaxe de 3 fe. sur 
Ie tonnage net,” : 

fi Priodent invite 1a Secrétaire i donner Iecture dane lettre que son Excellence 
Rachid: Paha vient de Tui adresser avec Ta priére de faire part A lx Commission 
Taternationale d'usie nouvelle conimunication de M, le Chargé d'Affaires de France, congue 
(en ces termien 
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‘M. le Ministre, “ Péra, te 30 Novembre, 1873. 
Excellence m’a fait Nhonnenr do m'gcrire to 25 de 
oa Lage ¢ tle texte de Ia motion yotée fe 18 Novenibrw put la 
Toul, chomer tematjonale da tonnage, en réponse In communication que vous ack bien 
Foul hang Excellence Edhem Pacha de Iui faire de Ia part de PAmbassade de 
ean, Ce Sesrernement Francais demandait & Ja Commission de vouloir bien rechorcher 
tomar eh ante le nombre de tonneaux accusés par Ia jauge officielle et lo nombre de 
A ta Compacnnn rds Peat charger un navire, afia.que In termination de ext Gear pe 
la Commas rae S58 Peteeptions sur une base inconteatée. La wsolotion adapts 
Mon Cac ond Pos directement ila question quo nous nous étions permis da 
Mon Gouvernement attachersit done te plux grand prix a savoir Welle est 
inerchondises anitee le rapport existent entre le volume d'un’ navire et colul des 
Fapeeeemats 4'il peat porter, los conscquences i tirer de son avis, devant tro Intakes t 
‘sppréviation do la Sublime Porte, en oe qui concerne le péage dia Canal de Stee, 
“Agrbey, Ne, 


M. le Colonel Stak fait obnorver quo dans ta re tos 
don, Helene Sti ft stawerer qo danse réponse prestent, Ia Comuaion 
Soaualt Temurance quille dat disposée A disaiter Veenr, ableton wien wean 
FP Zoulesit maintenant imporor avnnee ta question du Casal do vee.” Pour 
Ts cc saat mt WA au'on poate ete quo ifeaaneot 
Cana possible si ln Commision voulit voter Ia revolution soomae 
ferrite séance yar los Delégués de la Grande Brolagne, fi, eepentane cere 
poumei mone A une disusion en dehors de Torte da jor, KI te Colon Steken on 
pourra qve dave lo cas oi In mange to sort” pas lovde arent eee aoe 
AM, le Président cousiato quit sagit dune rf 
hose ‘cours doe ance, 8B ne ep 
conan Pati ct au erp a tere ave td jh donnée, La 
ele tar ao", MM cette unt dans tev mane penton nue 
fico ie Ua eter wpe ie i rope 
formalée par W'Attasando n'y avait pas pris pluos cone ee Sette demand 
‘ poty octane divusion en door der atiotiny tna Conese em 
Commfaigg ident fit obnarver quo Ia surtaxe a 64, copendant nuas trakée dit Ya 
M. Jansen (Pays-Bas) réplique que, sur In question de : 
Sit que coortatr un sige do bon voulir en a Keomunsdant Hn Gee att 
is du Primddent que ta quedtion axe ext Gguecnent en ich 
eer aans te eeiseat gue In question de a surtaxe eat élcaent ten He 
att Baron Sea it verve que M. We Premier Diligué des Payi:Bs 
int de. vues Yavin qu'il a dmnls quant hin, proportten 
tana te Gaycmnlaion wa paw A sorcuper dala muraxe inne ner ne 
Sera une Tine decauveroeneat le pl directement increased Iarpottion de Caeed 
pout obser ee gent Hans tte question, il eat dave que a Conon 
M, se Heidenstamm partago Fuvie do M. le Pree 
par tu vot Se tt nla, ero que ME Colne! Sealer se Te 
Te Prana Mt porte ouverte A avenir, tout en distrust fare consignee te 
saagfls Metiet rappelio qu'ane proposition formeltem été tite par 
Feteae tt deovayer XM. le Changs Afr de Francs fa encuaiaae he ee 
Keane Bene gb vor a Coreson x exatindt quton de Teeart Tene ic 
re Samsmetrernement. Tl dire que ces procssrerius slot envoy ee 
Maleate Tatvntion de sex calltges vara difrene quit trove eo lx deux 
oon Bogs. "Dam emi, Feat dea “erin rds Wins 
if les navires tenversant Te Canal 1 secondo, ce 
Sablime Porte qui det ddcder wi Pécart doit ou ne doit pas tire oe it eee 
remo ei Gnegesnant pas pononed Uedewar twp evs ear 
e nn gant, ct en fhire une eaptee de ft 
implement & examiner une quostion ‘de. fat se 0 fe Tappications 
a = soe mtn eit sce ee per de Frat 


© Adonner et non dune disoussion 
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MM. les Délégués Ottosians n'ont pas émis jusqu’h présent cet avis. Les conclusions de 
Ja Commission seront laissées A Vappréciation de la Subliwe Porte ; mais, il ne faudrait pas 
constater que V'écart est recommandé comme bass de la prélevation de taxe. L'envoi des 
procés-verbaux lui parait impossible. I! est davis de donner une réponse dont Ia teneur 
sorait a diseuter. 

M, le Colonel Stoker fait observer quiit trouvé la proposition de M. le Premiee 
DAggué des Pays-Bas tres pratique. D'aprés Ini cette question a été diseutée en long et en 
large et il nvest pas possible de la mieux delairer. Mais les Déléeués sont ti 
discuter Iéeart, pourys que MM. les Délégués de France en formulent la demande, 
insiste qu'il n'y'a pas Tiew d'adresser A la Commission des communications que les Délégués 
Frangais voudeaient faire par Veutremise de tiers, Rien n'emp8che & ce que MM. les 
Délégués do France so présontent pour proposer A Ja Commission les discussions qu'il 
Aésiront. La Porte leur ext toujours ouverte, Mais il ne saurait admettre qu'une 
discussion queleonque puisse étro imposée \ la Commission, et debors de son se 

Une observation explicative AM, le Baron de Steiger lui semble nécessaire. Ba 
paslant da peu d'empressement trouvé auprés de MM. les Délégoés de France it avait en 
vue la premigre démarche, mais nullement l'époque depuis laquelle M, le Premier Daégué 
de Russie s'éait mélé de Ia question. 

‘M. de Koyjck établit ane petite diférence entre les deux commuoications Frangaises, 

On avait dit voulir ¥occuper de. ert sans Gear pour la question du Canal de Sues, 
Depuia fe 18 Novesbre, Vétat egal de cette question w €té soumis hun examen approfoude 
de la part de la Commision. Il ne croit pas quil y aumit une utilité pratique de le 
diseuter aujourd'hui, d'aprés ta tournure que prennent Tes débats. Pour fixce I'éourt 
detaandé pur Amando de France, sagt d'une ode technique ct mathématiqe, I 
nie Voit pus dinconvénient k eo qu'un Sour-Comité nommé par 14 Commission, disoute cette 
jean, area MM: ls, D&dgats. dé Fre Ja ral Coat pal pour rn, 
togjours snaexé aux proctseverbau opoNe, par conséquent, voce A 
demande Francalse, de Woncoper e oat dart comme Jane quoston ibdoriqe, mana sltéer 


Yordro du jour, 

trouve Ia marche suivie par Ia Commission dans ses travaux, entigrement 

lux indications de la Sublime Porte. Quant & la question de Péeart, la presmiére 

ication parlait do la difference entre ie tonneau de jauge et le tonneaa de 

1,000 kilog.; Ia seconde parle de la différwace da'volume des navires et des marchariises 

quic.ce volume. pout. contenie; deux questions également. traitées lors do In dischssion sux 

To tonnage brute fi ne volt aucun inconvénient de discuter; mais, Jt ne voudrait pax quo, 

Vondro du jour (Mt modifié, MM. lox Délégués de France ont toute liberté de formulor 
Toura propositions dans to scin de Ik Commission. 

AC onsen (Pays-Bas) trouve que malged son désir de détérer 4 la demande formulée 
par FApibassade de France, il trouve de grandes difficultés & admettre In proposition faite 
par MM. les Promicra Délégués d’Autricho-Hongric et d’Allemagne et appuyée en. partio 
par MM. Togores ot le Colonel Stokes. Il trouve la tiehe dont on voudrait ehurger tes 
techniciens impossible A remplir, ene iL n'est pas facile do recherchor cet éoart imaginaire, 
11 demande qu'une proposition claire et déterminge servo do hase A examen de la 
‘Comimlasion, et c'est pour cela quill voudrait donner communication des procts-verbaux. 

M, de Kesikrépoal goes question de 1 cpacté liable do naires w tide 
par Ia Commimion, soit lors de In question. générale du tonnage, soit lore de l'ex 
alle du Canal de Suez, Tl n été établi que la capacité utilinable n'a rien a faire 
tonneanx effecifs ; d'aprds Ini on west occupé ainsi, jusqu’a ce point, deTécart. Then 
Sil n'est. pas possible de fixer maintenant \'écart dont fait mention 1a communication do 
M, lo Chargé d’Affaires do Franoe. 

‘AM. Jansen (Pays-Bas) dit que la Commission eat aster heureuse d'avoir dans son 
sein deux membres qui sont mieux de tout autre, ea état de donner une réponse A cet 
dewande, Cos membres sant MM. Nicolich et le’ Haron de Steiger. I adopto, df 
eur opinion A cet égant. = ei 

1. Nic fc Haron de Steiger constatent quil y w impossiblité pratique de fixer 
Vécart dont il s'azit, d'une manigre constante, 

MM. Hargreaves et Togoree Xasocient & Vopinion exprimée par MM. les DAégués 
A Autriche-Hongrie et de Russie. ; 

M, Janssen (Belgique) constate qu'une réponse n'est pas demandée A Ia commanication 
Fragaise, Ello ne Tut semble néecaisire que si Ia Sublime Porte en exprimait le désie. 
‘On pourrait communiquer copie du peocts-verbal dans lequel ls discussion sera consignée. 

-M- te Prévident init observer ue si Ia Commission accepte 1a discussion sur T'écart, 
‘MM. les Délggude dy France sont disposes A rentrer. Tt demandera si la Sublime Porte 
‘désir avoir une réponse A a communication Frangaise. 
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Madtrilly Efondi dit qu'il serait mathéimati impossit 
Fea ail Bin rsit mathématiquement impossible d'établic le rapport 
eet po ets de'marchandise, mmaisqu'ou pourrait etal celal pore Tete 
a is Déléyués Ottomans déposent sur ta bureau ta question suivante: 
“Les Soussignés, Commissaires Ottomans, demanden im 
sur la question suivante: ae ey 


“Yatil une difference entre Ia 
atl pares rations préédenes dole Comma # tage vet tel quia ee 


1 Commission se prononoe 


(Sign) Romese 
“Saun, 


“ Mapaiuuy.” 
MM. Mattei et’ Zaman i ae 
ie mara constatent quola question a tf U6 résolue par les discussions 


M, le Baron de Sti it avoi 

nee Steiger voodtait avoir us Golnircissement: Il désircrait savok 
Tavis ~ BM. es Paige Oltomans, ql ont reeonnu que le tonneuy de ewes iagehe 
- nable, Je tonneau de capacité ext égil au tarincan de: jaage 


" M: le Colonel Ste trouve lr i 
a weation dans la: déclayati 
forma sn Hzclens all Puce, dana Tart deate sansa ne et 
. Janssen We) fait ot i mi 
Comsnlsioa se pronase coal aera aus 1 PrEsideot déterahmalnteant gue te 
w) Ne verrait pas dinconvénient pour fa i 

wa eB pour faire passer Te considémat a 

Mt seaaton aap ‘cette question avant los nutres, pour Otre ngrdable ai désit do 


Het appule 1d proposition de voter” préilab 
= v lement I tlon mt Et 
se tet on i errant M tin Otomo Ea 
a wii MM Tes Danger ate aur Veplication demandée, ot désierat savoie Ie point 
Irilly Kefendi fait observer quill wexiste auc 
Meredt wtlably attend gue i tonne not ou i capes wet eens ct 


tics du navire suxcoptiblen du tebe,’ K€ utilisable rope 
x 1a navire tid fret, o'est-d-dire, propros Drecerals dos mand mooie a 


8 
‘Mi: fe Baron dé Steiger ésivorait 
Baron dé Siciger désirerait dane’ co ens, savor si MM, 1 DAGgads Ottomans 


troavent que le tonneau 

pH wy tonneau do age otic 
Modeitly Efendi dit qu Y r je 

rettaah donnern toes gone Hout push Tore da jours sl jamais cotte domandts 
AM: le Baron de Steiger désire que 
ii le Haton de Steiger Aésice que constatation do cette réponse’ volt tite 


AM te Colonel Stokes demande 
repose acceptin de la Coma 

ME fe Comment y adbire en covstatant. que Is wotion Ottomane y ext compet 

“Lavi par la Bobi Peete 2° We éslution suivante: MPA 

te te donner une sotuti iti 
weer ean sg a 
¢ nonie nvee Jew preseriptions de TActe 

Feeney ea nnAral, suivant Vinterprétation qut leur a ee donne yee ioe 


Vizirices & Son Alt le 9 t 
Yates te Ue Khélive; en date: du 17 Djéaasicl-Ewel wt dub Dien eat 


"La Commision 
avin gntlerat ge, dan lew ty de a 
To mot *eapacité” ne wurst appl é sais ok leo ote tea 
ey excluent le marchandises comma base de In peepee: POMS 108 mote * dew 
dejan steaM ge, coed arrEt6, il 00 Teste: pour Uose de de Herewpt 
ingen Perception que le tonneau 
‘“Considérant que ces tines termes "tonneau de eapacité * gud 
ans Acts de Concession du Cua do Suex one interna orate. a 8 troivent 
rappertaot Ia cpacié usable des navres; Lapis neigh 
onsidérant que par les lettres vsinellesconformes AT Doncoat 
aoane gaat de pare et formes TActe de Concession qui n' 

i mation, il est établl' qu'on aurait ty "beatd de In 
Perception des droite de navigation sur Jo: Canal: de Swe sae sagt # ézard dla 
Ferra ge i me ot 

PeGison que tout autre syatéme en vigueut la capt ueae sesso oe 


«ité mentlonné dans I'Acto dé Concession est'on tone pointe 


AU prods 





370 


“Considérant quvon ne saumit entendre par capacité vtilisable, une expacité diffe 
rente de eallo qui taulte du tonnage net, tel qu’il a ét6 fixé par In Commission Inter- 
nationale ; 

Mr Considérant done que Jes principes formulés par la Commission en régles pratiqaess 
rout dvecedd avec Minterprétation douno.par le Goovemement Ottoman & VAste de 
Concession 5 

eConaidérant qu'il résulte de PArticle 12 de MActe de Navigation de la Compagnie de 
Suez dud Mars, 182, que Te droit spéckal de navigation de 10 ff. par tonne est perya sur 
Te “gross tonnajge” ou tonnage brut des navires passant per Te Canal ; 

= La Commission se prononce 

tof ue te mode de perception actuellement pratiqué par la Compagnie Universelle 
dg Canal Maritime de Snea west pas en conformité aver I’Acte de Concession et la lettre 
explicative dos termes dle cet Acte. 

a Cue les Laxos doivent tro pergues par tonneau de capacité de 100 pieds An 
ou 285 mbtros cubes sur Je tonnage Taped le eystime Moorsou, aioxi qu'il a 
46 établi par la. Commission Interns 

ir Fue dans Te but surtout d'ansurer M'uniformité de traitement Ue toos lex paviflons, 
jusqu’h co que les Taniner ce tonnage nel, recommandées par cette 
Commission nient été aeceptdes, ct mises en vigueur par ler Gi ments y représentéa. 

ree Lo tonneau de eapacité da tonnage net, suivant ta Loi Anglaise de 1854, formers 

Tosslette do la taxe, 
+ dprds le aystime Moorsom, tnais dont Te tonnage net 
apis une autre lol ou ordnance, ce tonnage net sera caloalé sur Te 
re brut, d'aprés In Loi Anglaise wus-indiqu 
Ta tomage brut Hes uavires qui ne sont pas jaugés apis le syxthme Moorsom 
re enraad hea tonnage par application des facteurs da bartme du Has Danube, 
Ct Tour tonnage wet vera daterminé d'nprés In Loi Anglaise de 1854, 

44, Dons lo cas off Fe Gouvernement Ottoman adopters les régles de Jaugeage 
proposdes ju la Commission Tateraaionals six rants apris cette mdoplion, ln perecHlite 
Prorits We navigation sor Je Canal de. Soca devra ¢ faire d'sprés le tonnage net, de 
TEmpire Ottoman ; les pavires des autres nations, qol a'auront td cea nigless 
pourront dtro taxé Te tonnage net de Tears papiers de bord, ramené au tonnage de 
Pedtiounnn, par an baréme do proportioonalité & cablir et Arenouveler par la Sublime Porte 
accord aveo Les autres Puisaunces intdressGes.” 

Tie Yiccumon a'ctant engage sur Te point de savoir al on voteralt par ordre lex pare 

an elation oust fo onquid«e conaidérant coatenant Ye point formuld dans la 
erate petsentée par MAL Tes Deléguts do a Turquie aurut ls pricité, In Comeningon re 
Prononeo i Tunabimité sur la demande fite par M. le Président en faycur do atte 
privtité, 
Procite Pident Aare 1a disovssion, ouverte aut In expacité atlisable, t suspen! la 
waned dare le but dinvitet MM, los Déléguts dle France A venir prendre port ot fonuuler 
Tours propositions. 

propels ccompagns Wo M. le Baron de Steiger, se rend aupris de MM. te 
Baron it Avell ot Hamenv, ot donne communication de lt ralution peise par la Commi 
so 

MM. les Délégudée do France ayant refusd de prendre part A In détibération, p’syust 
mas lo temps néceasaire de réflexion, ct ectte se ayant été comuunigaée a M. Te 
Bitailent par le Secrtare, so Excellence Fadhem Paes met eux voix Jn motion 
Ottoms 

mia qmninsion ve prononce A Yunanim|té Jes Puismnces petseotes,& l'exception de ls 
Rusie gel riserve son wote comme aur Fe tonnage beut, qu'il n'y = pas de dififreose, S00 
Ieancché utile ot Te tonnage wet tl quil été cabli pas les résototons prcesentes 
de In Coromisaion, 

MM, le Président ouvre ta dincussion sur Ia résolution pi 
de In Grande Hrotagae. aed 

ar Gieiger propose d'ajourner Te vote aur cette résolution, devant. tes 
pou i eet ons vefoce par MOM, lex Déléguée de France. 11 pense quil serait ate 
aoertendreaveo oux avant de prooéder hune conclusion Gnale, et propose, en eossSqvenssy 
Vajournemont du yute junquih In stance prochaine 

Wie Prevident appuie Ia proposition de M. le Premier Délégué de Ress 

HM. Tones (Paye-Has) trouve que co verait dans Vintéret mbmo de MM. be Délégués 
de Younes ttfdeeteat poor venie bone ratsaction que toute la. Coomnission désite quit 
faut une base et une résotation volde. 

Te eee irin de Bidger consiate qué x2 proposition ne vise pas } emptcher 


ntée par MM. les Délégués 


Ey 


discussion éventuelle de la résolution, mais qu' it 
scusion i sésultion, mais qu'il oudrat en réserver uniquement le 
A de pa pendie des conclusions got maint un bale séceosh tut range: 
le Colonel Stokes croit que la discussion est 
alt Stokes croit que la diseussion est mOre ot que d’aprés les i ions 
ge. le Baron de Steiges «bien woul Ii donner sur les eerie crane oon 
paraissaient pas de nature & promettre un arrangement. 


Le vote sur la ition le Premies i 
we eeate Js proposition de M. te Premier Dekfgué de Russie ayant été demande, 


Ont voté contre :— 


La Belgique, 1 i 
epee Espagne, la Grande Bretagne, Italic, os Pays-Bas. 


LAllemagne, 'Autriche-Hongrie, la Russi, ln Sude et la Norvége, la Turquie. 


En présence de Ia parité des vol Si 
———! aoe & des voix le vote de M. le Prisident déeide de la majo 


_ Le Président, 
tecedy (Sign) EDHEM. 
(Signd) Canarusopony. 





Tilosure 2 in No. 653, 
Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage, 


Procte-Verbal No. 16.—Séence du %E=e, 1873 (14 Chee, 1290). 
Présidence de son Excellence Eouzx Pacnas 
Présents: 

Pour IA 
M. Gillet. 
M. Hargreaves, 
Pour PAutricho-Hongrie— 
M. le Chevalicr de Kosjek, 
M. Zamara. 
M. Nicolich. 
Pour la Belgique— 
M, Camille Janssen. 
Pour I'Espagne— 
Don Joaquin Togores. 
Don Angel Ruata, 


Pour Ia Franco— 


Pour In Grande Bretagno— 
M. Ie Colonel Stokes, 


Pour ta Grbeo— 
. Anargyros. 
Your I"Ttalio— 
M. le Commandour Mattel, 
M. le Chevalicr Vernoni, 


Pour les Pays-Bas— 
M: le Chevalier Jansen, 
M, Keun. 
Pour la Russie— 
‘ME. lo Baron de Steiger. 
M. le Colonel Korchikoff. 
Pour In Sudde et la Norvége— 
M. le Chevalier de Heidenstamm, 


Son Exeellence Edom Pachs, 


Madsilly Eien 


LE procts-verbal do la dornidre sunce est Iu et adopté. bs 
M, “inergyroe demande In parole pour price dajocter le vote de la Grice & celui des 
Pulssances qui ont déclaré, & a deruidve séunce & laquelle il n'a pas assiaté, qu’l n'y a pas 
de différence entro In capacité utilimable et le tonnage net, tel quil a été établi par la 
Commission Internationale. M 
At le Preient dace que a Sublon Porte dirt qu'une réponse fit fate par Ia 
Commission A la demitre cowmunication de M, le Chargé d'Affaires de France, et ourre 
Ja discussion sur le sujet, : 
ode Tegjok propose de sépondre que la Comin: comprend Aificilement Vatitité 
we quill ¥ aurait de discuter la question de Téeart pour le Canal de Suez La 
Eon, wates cependant, aveo plaisir, MM. les DGégués de France venir formuler 


Toure propositions. 2 
NOTA te da, Ricger trove ellsire umn Sovpation, simple et ne voudrait pas 
Aevoie pruget Ia question, a 
aoe ayr-Bas) objecte que Ia Commission a toujours admis par principe, 
4 
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gue tous Tes Délégués peuvent formuler des propositions, Il trouve une telle invitation 

contraire au riglement, 

de ane I¢ Cotanel Stokes constate que MM. les Délégués de France ont toujours la fhculté 
le veri. 

M. le. Baron de Steiger voudrait sssurce que la Commission est préte 4 examiner 
Is proposition Franca 

Af, le Président {ait observer que 1a Commission a été appelée A déerminer Ja 
capecité utiliable. Elle a commencé par rechercher le tonnage brut et le tonnage net, 
Aree son uaité inséparable. D'enchatnement en enchatnement on cst arrivé d°ctabliz 

capscité utilisable. La question toi semble épuisée. Tl demande si In Commission 

t rovenir sur Ia détermination de Tu i es résultats obtenus, aprés Iépuincment 

discussions y relatives. Ne serait-ce pas recommencet un travail {ult si om discutait 
Ge nouveay sur Ia tonne? A son avis cette question dewandetait. uno solution, avant 
entree ex discusslon sut la résolution proprosée par M. Ye Premier Délégué do te Grande 

retagie, 

AM Junsen (Pas+-Bas) est d'accord ayeo M. lo Président, 

M, le Président demande i M. le Baron de Steiger s'il persiste A faire une motion 
‘sur Je tonneau de jaugo, ainsi qu'il x semblé le dire & la dernivre séance. 

M. le Haron de Steiger réplique quil y a malentendu. MM, los Délégués Ottomans 
{ui ont fit Vhonneur de Jui diro quiils répondraicnt a ta dexmande qu'il & pris le lberté 
de leur adromer, lorsqu'elc sera miso A Yordre du Jone, Du moment que co point est 
Compris dans ln résolution présentée par M. le Colonel Stokes, il nn pie Vintention den 
fire une motion spéciale, mais il we réserve do le disouter lonqulon setn arrivd au 
considérnst qui le contiont, 

AM. Jensen (Pays-Bas) fhit observer que M. te Premier Dél(gué de Russie pout lor 
Proposer un amendement. 

M. le Colonel Stokes constate quo Ia résolution qu'il propose  Tadoption do Ia 
Commisslon contient les résultats d'un ensemble de discussions qul ont ou dh lion, 

M, Jansen (PaysBas) sjoute que sependant il pourrait y avoir to changement de 
Fédaction d'un considérant queleonque. 

AM. Jannen (Belgique) demande do vider avant tout ta question de la niponse & faire 
4 Ja communication Francaise, 

Ls Commission consultée par M. Yo Président déside que cette réponse sem ite 
Seforogment Me Proponition de M. Ne Premier Délggus «Authicho-Hongee, et pre 
son Excellence Bdhem Pacha d’en fairo part, au nom do Ia Comuniasion, AM lo Minictre 
des Affaires Btrangéres de Turquie. 

AL le Prdsident ouvre la discussion sur Ya résolution préseutée par NEM, lox Déliuée 
de Ia Grando Bretagne, 

Un éhange didées a iew sure point de savoir quel sera Je sens du vote qu'on va 
Goctire. Le préambule de la résolution ne rencontre aucune opposition, 

AF le Colonel Stoker Stublit quion ne vote que sur le seas des paragtaphes, et quo Ye 
vote définlti ext réservé, 

At. Jouen (Payx-Bas) Wassocio Xl manitee de voir de M, le Premier Détégué de In 
Grande Bretagne. 

M. Gillet prévoit de grandes didicultés do voter sur Te sons, suns voter sur Ia forme, 

M. de Koo dit gull trouve le sens de cen, ona rante 
aux observations faites par lee Déldgués Austro-Hoagrots da 
modifier Ia eédection, Il propose i get effet, la nomination dan Sous-Comité 

M. le Boron de Steiver trouve atte manidrs de procéder losique et domanide la 
connaissance préalable des omnendements de son Excellence Fathem Packo, 

M. Gillet ext Wavis de donner leeture des considéranta ainsi quo des amendements, 
et Gvitor de procésler immédintemient au vote, Le Sour-Comité' dont il approuve Ie 
‘nomination s'il y a lio de faire des changements, 

y+ Tas sy onpose at lnlte qu'on indique le wane dex indications, 

Baron de Steiger trouve quiil serait logique de connultre avant la discussion, 

les umendements Ottomans sur les considéeants, de Breeder apein a 
discussion de chaque considérant et den Iaisser Ta rédaction au SoueComité 4 nemmnen, 

AL. Anorgyros est d'nvis de commencer a discuasion des articles mames de la 
résolution et puis d'entamer celle des considérants, ceux formant un vant-propoe 
du food méme do Ja résolution. 

AM. le Colonct Stokes dit qu'en vue des pourparlers pour woe transnction qui indise 
Posent quelques uns de ses colldgues A voter 3 proposition dans cette sdunce, et te 
Youlant, en aucun sens, surprendre leurs voles sur ses conclusions, il propose de’ Hiniter 
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les votes aujourd'hui au seas des. considérants seulement, laissant les conclusions A une 
autre séance. 

‘M. de Koxjek portage pour la ptoetdure A observer Ia manitre de voir de M. le 
Colonel Stokes. inois il demande avec M. le Premier Délégué de Russie A prendre 
connaissance des amendements de son Excellence Edhem Pacha. 

La Commission ¥ ayant donne so nsscotiment, le Secrétoire donne lecture, sur 
Vinvitation de M. le Président, de ces amendements ainsi congas : 

‘Ajouter au qontridme eonsidérant apres les mots, “i s'en ten,” le mot. “ provisoire- 
ment.” 

‘Ajouter au sixidme considérant aprés les mote *dccord avec,” les mots “les 
mesures provisstres qui ont été indiquécs dans les lettres Viziriclles rendues A la suite de 
Vinterprétation.” 

‘Ajouter aprés Yo considéront 7, un considérant additionnel suivant: “ Consldérant 
que par mi Jettro du 16 Aol, 1873, ME de Lessops a déclané adhérer aux dispositions des 
ettrox viziielles »us-menti 

La Commision ndbive ox amendoments Ottomans A la suite do Vassentiment 
cexprimé, en pretuier lieu, par M, le Colonel Stokes. 

M. le President ouvre x discussion sur le premler considérant de la résolution 
presente par MM. les Délégués de In Grande Bretagne, ainsi congu : 

* Considérsat que dans les mots de PActe de Concession ‘tonneau de eapacité des 
nates Ye mot *capacité ne sau wappliquee & une mesure. de pois, oles mots ‘dex 
navires’ excluent lee marchandises comme base de perception.” 

M: le Bayon de Steiger desiree avoie si le mot “ capacité” qui ne s'applique pas b une 
mesure de pos poole se eapporer& Tencomtrencat pourquoi parte-t-on de Ian 
sane parler do aaron ve basa sur Acts de Concent 

Mv. Jimsen (Pays-Bas) fait observer que le poids était une unité de jauge aynnt le 
déplacement pour base. 11 est en tous points d’aceord avec Ia wdnction proposée. 

'M. Togeres dit que le mot * tonneau "se rapporte & la capacité du navire et nullement 
aux marebandises. 

‘Colonel Stokee xjoute que Vobservation de M. le Baron de Steiger porte 
ue la rédaction ot quelle west pas de nature a dtre diseutée en afance. 

'M. Jenssen (Belgique) trouve que Ie sons de I'Article exelut V'idée d'encombrement. 

M, Gillet constate de nouvent que, quoique n'ayant aucune objection ni quand wu 
sens ol quant A la rédaction, ile trouve, & regret, dante T'impossibilité de voter seulement 
Te sens, sane Informe qu'il doit nécessairement revétir, 11 n'est pox on dtat d'émettre, par 

quent, wh avis queleonque avant Ja rédaction détinitive 

‘ML -Anargyros trouve la rédaction trés-clairo ot tout-l-fait corrects, 

MM. Te Previent mot aux voix le sens du premier considérant, 

Ont eoté pours 

TAntriche-Hongrie, la Belgique, 'Rxpagne, In Gennde Bretagne, In Grice, ITtalic, tos 

ya-Bis, In SuidJe et Ia Novy 

L:Alieaagne, la Russic, In Turquie ont wervé loure votes jusqu’s la prochaine séance. 

Le Bccedtaire donno lecture du second considérant ainsi conga s 

‘Consldérant que, eeei arrété, il ne reato pour base de la perception que Ye tonneax 
de jnage, 

Ont voté pour: 

L'Autriche-Hongre, la Belgique, VExpague, Ia Grande Bretagne, la Gréee, ITtaliey 
Jes Pays-Bas, In Sudde ot Ju Norvége, la Turquie. 

T’Allomagoe et lo Russie ont résorvé leurs votes, 

Te Secrévaire donwe lecture du troisidme considérant ainsi conga: 

*“Considérant que es mney termes “tonneau de capaci des avis” 
dans TActe de Concession du Canal de Suez ont éé hnterprétés par la 
comme se mpportant A la capacité utilisable des navires.” 

MM. le Haron de Steiger y trouve une Iacane et un sous-entendu. - 

M, Jansen (Pays-Bas) dit que ce sont {los termes mémes de la lettre vizirielle, 

M. le Baron de Sleiger séplique que le texte de ces lettres nest pas aussi affirmatif, 
car il parle conditionnellement. 

M. le Colonel Stoker propose Ia lecture en bloc des considérants. < 

‘M. de Korjeh mccepte cette lecture mais il réserve formellement son vote depuis les 
mots ‘ia Commission se prononce,” &e. 

‘Le Secritaire donne lecture des considérants modifiée par les amendements de son 
Excellence Rather Pacha. 

‘M. Jansen (Pays-Bus) désirersit avoir de MM. les Délégués de Turquie une explication 
‘sar le mot “provissirement " employé dans un de leurs amendements. 


On it dan a ltrs vnrlle da 17 Dignaiul Enel, 1200 
Or, comme parmi les systémes officicls, actuellement en usage, le systéme Moorsor 
sen tone au ‘net tonnage’ fxé daprés ce spate” 
‘tte expression claire et positive n'est nullement provisoire, Tl est dit dans 
seater et acer ees 
fixer un mode de mesurage définitif qui n’a pas encore été arrité et adopté par les wutnes 
Gouersemeate 
. le Premier Délégué des Pays-Bus constate par conséquent que Vintention était 
sored sca teir au “net tonnage” du syste ‘Mborsom eogu'h Faoption dehative 
"un mode de mesurage. Il adhérerait a In proposition Ottomane si MM. les Délégués 
deTurquie voulsiont delay que le mot *“provecire”™ de leur amendment srait en re 
1a détermination du mesurage définitif établi par la Commission Internation 
scion: Beolemee Haken Pacha répond. que cet. jstement la. sgl 
M- le Président met aux voix Vensernble du sens des considérants. 
Er'basibe | 

cea Began Espagne, a Grande eetagn a Gree lel Pays-ay, ls Sabie 
LiAllemagne, I'Autriche-Hongrie, In Turquie et la Russie ont résorv vot 

oo pane rm ssie ont réservé leurs votes, lee 

. le Colonel Stoker propose In nomination d'un Sour-Comité qui aurnit 
eal m nite 4 pour tobe 
de corige le réaction dex considérants et sourettre la rédaction 0 proche sdance 
ep Tete Bom meres de ce Sour-Comité: MM. de Kosje, do Heldenstamm, Keun 

AM. le Président prononce Vajournement et love la séance 
Le Président, 
Sig i 
ixasatlee isn) DHE. 
(Signé)— Camariéononr. 


—— 
No. 654, 


Colonel Stoker and Sir P. Francis to Kort Granville—(Received December 26.) 
(No. 40,) 


My Lord, 
ed, Pern, December 18, 1878 
WE bave the honour to transmit a copy of th ement on the Suex Cab 
tela the eT its copy ofthe arangemeat on the Suer Cabal Dues 
is document gives the details of tho understanding, which we, therefore, d 
tay before your Lordship without delay. Certain modifications have since preryiheenaed 
{nto this deft whieh, without altering any of its provisions, tend to make them tors 
ear, and toremove any doubts that might have arise at to the meaning of ome passages 
init. We are not able to give these modifications torday, ut will take an early oppor. 
tunity of sending th led und definitive arrangement, 
_ We have, &e, 
(Signed) J. STOKES, 
P. FRANCIS 


Tnclosure in No, 654, 
Draft of the Arrongement on the Suez Canal Duet, 


INVITEE par la Sublime Porte A exprimer un avis sur le mode de tion appli- 
esa VEDI i obi ae de ene Ft el 
eee v eae eae ae =e eae ae 12 conformément. 

ir exprimn ia lettre du  Décembre do son Excellence le Ministre it 
Bat Excellence Edhem Pasha, = ee ae 

‘Se référant d'une part & 'Acte de Concession de Fentreprise du Canal de Suez, 

‘Acte Shee intact, et d'autre part pour ‘application des reetipona ‘eau 
7H 
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ux principes généraux et anx rogles da tonnage tels que In Commission Internationale les 
a précédemment déterminés ‘ 
La Commission est davis que Y'on peut rigler Je mode de cette perception par une 
transaction dont les dispositions sont les suivantes — 
Navires jaugés d'aprés le systime Moorsom 
1. Il sera pergu sue chagae tonne de registre net d'aprés par. (a) de ta Clause 23 
aqui déinit In Regle de Ia Lol Anglaise de 1854 une surtaxe de 4 francs, 
2, Cette surtaxe sera rédoite A 3 franes pour chaque bitiment qui aur insert ur soe 
piers de bord ou le certificat annexé Aces papiera le tonnage net résultant du systeme 
Forceeage, recommatdé parla Commission Interoationale qui formera Ia. base de 
perception. 
rere entendu que ler navies qui sont dG. mesutés: daprés ternative. ponée 
mmission et notaaument por to par. (b) de In clnuve préeitée de la Lai. An 
dront hacquitter dés A present que lt surtaxe de 3 francx par tonne de registre 
net, sous Iu eoodition que tex déductions pour In tachine et le combustible w'excéderont 
pas 60 pour cent du tonnage brut 
fivires jaugés Paprés un autre systéme que celui de Bloorsom 
J. Le tonnage brut des navites qui ne sont pas jongén dapris le ayatime Moorson 
sero ramend ice systéme por Tapplication des ficteurs da baréme du Bas Danube et leur 
tonnage not sora deéterminé d'apros le par, (a) de In Clause 23 prévitée 
Tis payeront une surtaxe de 4 francs par tonne sur ce Connase net 
Disposition commune tous lex navires 
rtexe de francs par tonne nette de registre sem progressivement réduite 
os A meaure da développement da tonnage des navires 
‘ot de maniére I ne pas. percevoir Goalement que lo 
taxe maximum de 10 ‘ur le tonnage pet conslaté par les papiors de bord, 
‘auarit6t que ee toam int pendant une sande 2,600,000 toones de tonnage net 
de reintre 
Ta décrolsance de la surtaxe suiven les proportions eiaprés 
Avssitdt que le tonnage net aura ntteint le chiflre de 00 tonnes pe 
année, Paonge suivante la Compagnie ne pourm percevoie la wurtaxe qu’d raison de 24 france 
par tant, 
pee fondant Fannie qui suivra celle durant laquelle le tonnage net aura attoint 2,200,000 
tonnes, ln auttaxe ne sera plus que de 2 (nanos par tonne et ain ite chaque augmen- 
{ntion ide 100,000 tonnes pour une année, entrafsant une diminution de surtaxe de 
2) centines par tonne pendant Twnnée suivante; da telle worte qu'au moment ob le 
Tonnage net aura atteint 2,600,000 tonnex pendant une année Ta surtaxe sera définitive 
‘upprimde et. In taxe no dépassern plus le chiflre maxiium de 10 francs par tonne 


Wheat bien entendu 

1%. Qu'su car ob Taugmentation du tonnage net watisé pendant une année dépasserait 
cent mnille tonnes ta surtaxe décroltmait pendant Fannée suivante d'autant de fois 50 centimes 
pr tonne qu'il se serait produit de fois cent mille tones de plus. 

Uno fols que la surtaxe oura été diminuée ow abolie d'sprés les conditions qu'on 
vient de dire, aueute augmentation ou réimposition ne pourra avoir lieu, méme si le tonnage 
de transit. yenait de nouveau A dexcendre 

S°. Que Tanne 0 plus |" Janvice nouveau style 

fi, Lax biitiments de goerre, les bai rt nolisés pour le transport de 

ron, ot lor batiqents sur lest seront exemptés de toute surtaxe il ne seront pas soumis 
{nw tax aupéricure au maxiovum de 10 franes par tonne qui sera prélevé sur leur tonnage 
nat do registre. 


ee SS 
No, 638. 


Mr. Treeor to Mr. Lister (Received December 29.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Gardens, December 27, 1873. 
1AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
{8th inatavt, transmitting, with reference to previous correspondence on the subject, two, 
ospatches in original from Hee Majesty's Ambussador at Constantinople relative to the 
decision of the International Toonage Commission with regard to the Saez Canal Docs; 
‘and in returning the despatches ia question with the inclosures which accompanied one of 


them, I am to request that you will state to Earl Granville that the action which has been 
taken in the matter by Sir Henry Elliott, meots with the approval of this Board. 
T have, &e 
Signed) G. CECIL TREVOR. 


No. 656, 
Mr. Farrer to Mr. Lister—(Received December 20. 


Sir, Board of Trade, Whitehall Garitens, December 27, 1873. 
WITH further reference to your letter of the 19th instant, and to the suggestion that 
Colonel Stokes should proceed to Egypt to see to the duo exceution of the arrangement 
concerning ducs, Lam directed by the Hoard of Trade to make the further suggestion that 
Colonel Siokes'should, whist in Raypt take the oppoitunity of examining into ant 
reporting on the physical condition of the Canal, and the facilitis afforded by it to trade, 

T have, & 
(Signed) FM. FARRER 


No. 657, 


ville to Sir H. Blliot, 
(No. 133, Commercial.) 
Sir, - Koreign Office, December 29, 1873. 

HER Majesty’ Government approve the language held by you to the Grand Vivier, 
as reported in your Excellency's despatch No. 280, Commeroinl, of the 13th instant, 
relative to the decision come to by the Iateroational Tonnage Commission respooting the 
Suce Canal dues, and the attitude of tho Khedive with regard to thnt question. 

Tam, &e 
(Signed) "GRANVILLE. 


0, 638, 


Colonel Stoker ond Sir P. Francis to Earl Granville-—(Reetiond December 30,) 
(No. 41.) 
My Loni, Pera, December 22, 1873. 

WE have the honour to forward to your Lordship duplicate copies of Procése 
erbaue Nos. 17 and 18 of the sittings of the Intemational Tonnage Commission 

“Cho rules for measurement embodied in the former of these procésverbaur are 
compiled principally from the Merchant Shipping Act for 1864, and from the Danube 
rules, ‘There are also some possages from the Feeneh m the Bills of 1871, 
‘As they stand in thin erbal, these rules are simply in the form of a project, The 
accepted draft will be given in w subsequent procét-verbal, In accepting thom, we renewed. 
our rescrve that these rules aro meroly recommendations to the Governments. No, 18 
gives a detailed account of the discussion of tho ith inant, which took place relative to 
the arrangement now concluded, on the receipt of his Execlieney Raschid Pasba's letter to 
the President of the Commission a eopy of which was four Lordship in. our 
despatch No, 84 (Confidential), Some opposition was offered, ax your Lordship. will 
perceive, to our setting axide our resolutions condemnatory of the Canal Company, but 
they could not have been carried with the possibility of an arrangement in view, | We 
therefore proposed, as will be seen, to adjourn the discussion of them till the 13th, in 
order to arrive, if possible, at on understanding by that date, beyond which, however, we 
declined to leave the question open. 

We have, &o. 
Signed) J. STOKE 
P, FRANCIS 
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Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage. 


Procie-Verbal No. \7.—Séance du “icity, 1878 (17 Chewal, 1290 


Présidence de son Excellence Eonem Pacua. 


Presen 
Pour I'Allemagne— 


M. Gillet. 
M, Hargreaves. 


Pour }'Autriche-Hougeic— 
M, le Chevalier de Kosjek 
M. Nicolich. 

Pour tn Belgiquo— 
M. Camille Janssen, 

Poue Espagne — 
Don Joaquin Togores. 
Don Angel Ruata, 

Pour la Franco— 


Pour Ia Grande Bretagno— 
M. le Colonel Stokes 
Sir Philip Francis, 
Pour ta Grico— 
M. Anargyros. 
Pour I'ttalie—- 
M. Je Cominandeur Mattei. 
M. le Chevalier Vernoni. 
Pour lex Pays-Pas— 
‘M. le Chevalier Jansen. 
M, Keon, 
Pour a Rusio— 
M, le Baron de . 
M. le Colonel Korehikot? 
Pour la Sudo et In Norvége— 
M. le Chevalier de Heidenstamin. 
Pour la Turquie— 
xcellence Edhem Pacha, 
Son Excellence Salih Packs, 
Madrilly Efendi. 


1.6 procis-verbal de Ia derniére séance est lu et adopté 

Son Excellence Edhem Pacha déclare lever Ia réserye de la Turquie sur le sens des 
considdrants do Ja résolution présentée & l'avant derniére séance par M- le Colonel Stoker 

M. de Kogjek réserve le vote do I'Autriche-Hongrie sur le sens des considérants 
juga ote de ta résalution petscntée par MM. les Délgués de In Grande Bretagne. 

Yormmission désiro procéder i la discussion des rdgles de jauy wésentécs 

In Sous-Commission ee ee Fe 

AM. Jansen (Pays-Bas) demande si on procéilera a ce travail avant de voter sur la 
résolution & Vordre da jour, priventée par 1. lo Colonel Stokes. 

Mest décidé qu'on procédera & ce travail tout d'abord. 

Lore de la discussion dex deductions i opérer sur le tonnage brut pour arriver au 
tonnage net. 

AM Janven (Paye-Das) déairerait savoir sil n'y 2 pas de modifications dans les réserroe 








fates par quelques Puissees sur eatains pots, t sl n'y u pas Tie attendee la 
rentrée de MM. les Daégués de France, leur vote winsi que la modification des réserves 
faites par la Russie, pouvant produire une diférence dans les majorités constatées jusqu’’ 
eee 

POM: le Colonel Stokes dit en réponse 4 M. Je Premier DAégué Néerlandaie quil_ est 
toujours entendu que les votes de In Commission ne sont que des recommandations faites 
aux diférents Gourernemeal : 

1M. le Baron de Steiger déclare vouloir rscrver sos votes jusgu’ la séance prochaine, 

fle Colonel Korchikeg est opinion d'xclure les dédedions en debors du” Merch 
ipping Act ” de 185) 

Ta’ Commission, aprés une discussion approfondio et adoption de plusieurs 
amendements au texte privitif, présenlés prioepalement par M. Zamars, donne son 
Assentiment, en premitre lecture, au regs de jgenge presences pan Sous: Commission, 
dans la teneur suivante :— 


Régles de jaugeage recommandées par la Commission Internationale du Tonnage, réunie 
Constantinople, en 1873. 


Principer Gtnéraur. 


1, Le tonnage brut ou la capacité totale des navires comprond le mesurage exnct 
de tous lex espacon (sans en excepter aucun) qui se trouvent au-desous da pont supérieur 
nsi que de ccux compris dans toutes lee constructions perinanentes couvertes et closes 

ur €@ pont. 

‘Not.—Par constructions permanentes couvertes ot closes nur le pont supériour on doit 
‘entendre toutes cellos qui constituent des expaces limités par les ponts ou couvertures et 
des cloisons fixes et repréientent une augmentation de capacité qui pourrait tre utilisée 
pour V'arrinage des wnarchandises ou pour le logement ot In commodité dee passigers et du 
personnel de bord, Ainsi une ouverture quelconque ou plusioure ouvertures alt 
ou. couverture, soit dans les cloisons, ou une interruption du pont ou le manque d'une 
partie de cloison, ne lex empicheront pas d'etre comprises dans le tonnage brut, sh aprd le 
mesnrage, elle peuvent étre fuciloment closes et rendues ainsi mioux appropriges au 
transporte marchandise et passages, 

Mais les espaces sous dex toitures dabei, sans d'wutres Tiens aveo te corps di navire 
que les supports néceasaires & leur solidité, qui ne constituent pax des expaces liwités et 
qui sout exposss intempéties et & In mer, ne woront pas 
compris dans le ton ures puissent seevir i abriter lox hommes de 

ge, les passagers de pont et memo les marchandises appelées cargaisons de pout 

k Tons”) 

Les cargaisons du poot (deck londs”) ne sont pus compritos dans lo mesarage, 

3. Les expmces clos destinés ou pouvant servir aux passagers ne seront pas déduite du 
tonnage brut. 

4, Pour les soutes & charbon, on adopte es tiles de la Commission Buropéenne du 
Danube de 1871, et le mesurage exact des soutes fixes. 


Rage Pour ler Navires vides. 

Article 1. La longueur, pour le jaugeage dos naviros ayant un ow plusieurs ponte ext 
prise suc le pont de jaugeage qui ext : 

(a) Le pont supéricur, pour lex navires & un ou deux pon 

(6) Le second pont & partic de In cae, pour tor navires ayant plus de deax ponts, 

Cette longacur est mesurée de tte en téte en dedans da vaigrage, a la faco supérieure 
du pont de jaugeage; on en retranche ensuite des quantités correspond 
Vélancoment do I'étrave, sur ln partic comprise dans Fépaisscur du bordé du pont, et Tau 
A ln quote de f'arritre, sur une hauteur égnle A 'épaisseur du bordé du pont, auginenté du 
tiers du bougo du bau, 5 

Art. 2. En vuo do caleuler les aires des différentes scetions transversales qui. sont 
nécesmires pour étublir te volume intérieur du navire, la longueur définie A VArticle 1, est 
divisée conformément au Tableau €-npris:— 





Langorar du Pont de Snngvage, 
0 ples Anglais, 15 mre 

me Clase —De 30 pede A 
siveoeat (18 mittee h 37 mtures) ‘ 

‘hoe Clime—De 120 pds Angas esshunvzment A180 pinda. A 
iochoivewent (27 mares 4 38 matron) 

Ae Clase. 180 pleds Aglaia exclusivewent A295 pein Angaia inch 

(55 mittee A 69 mdtres) ee 
rae Casa —Plin de 935 pies Avglsle (09 mitren) 


Norm—Uu plve gromd nombre de divs went pax itcrdt. 


Art. 3. A chaque point de divisions de Ia longueur, y compris les points extrtmes, on 

ure Je eroux ox la hauteur de chaque section depuis un point marqué au tiers du bouge 
‘du pont en eontrebas du ean supérieur da barrot jusque aut le collet de Ia vurangue & edté 
do Ia curlingue, en déduiaant Iépaivscur moyenne da Yaigrage de fon 

[Les auteurs de toutes les sections iransversales, sost partagées en quatre parties 
gales, lorsque celle de In section milien est de 16 picds Anglais (5 métres) ou moins, 
st en six particn gales lorsque celle de la section milieu exodde 16 pleds Anglais 
(G mitres), 

‘A chnown des points do division de la hautour de chaque section (les points extrémes 
compris), on mesure Ia largour du navire, en dedane da valgrage: 

‘Chaque largeur est numérotée (Nos, 1, 2, 3, dc.) & partir da pont de jaugeage et Yon 
multiplic— 


ve largeure Non 143 (pina entrdaara) ) oni Racers Wha 


oe peareh siesta 


|. lew largwure Nis et 7 (polete Garden) ‘| eee cl ecperen tae 


Par 4 tr angen Now bho : 
Par 2 le lngrote Now 34 cs ee eae 


Le total des produits ci-desaus ext multiplié par le tiers de la distance entre lee 
Hivisions de Ia hanteur. Le résultat donne Maire de la section, 

‘Art.4. On peut aussl mesurer Vaire des nections transversales aveo la méme exactitude 
Jar Ia méthode suivante des coordontées polaires. 

On partage chaque demi-section tranaverale en cing secteurs angulaires, ayant méme 
angle aus sommet (cot angle est ézal h 4? dégré—18 dégrés) et on prend pour la surface de 
chacun deux, exlle du secteur de oerele compria entre les rayons vecteurs eatromes et 
Aéerit, veo le rayon Woy 

‘our procdder aw mesuirage, il faut mesurer les rayons vecteurs moyens de chaque 
secteur, dont lex doux extrémes fernient, un avec Vhorizontale et Pautre avec la verticale 
des angles de 9 dégrés tandis que Yes auitres sont expaces vniformément de 18 dégri 

Pour obtenir leurs directions on place dans la plan de In section un dem 
convonablement divisé et dirigé do mare que xon diamitse horizontal passe par le Gets 
‘tu bouge du bau et que le centre ¥0 trouve dans Je plan diaméteal du navire,, les rayous 
veoteurs seront imesuré & Taide @un ruban fixé au centro du demi cercle. 

Pour caloulee Tuite de In section on éiéve au earré les rayons moyens ainsi mesarés, on 
Jee ndditionne entr'eus, et la somme multiplige par 031416 seen eonsidérde comme Ia 
tarfice do la section. 

Art. & Les sections transversales meturfes par Tune de cex doux méthodes sont 
umérotées (Nos. 1, 2, 3, 8.) assignant le No, 1 A Vextrémité avant et le domier numéro 
A Vextrémité wrriére de la longuewr. 

Lire de In pret re section, sil y en o, par 1 

Ceiles dos sections es numéros pairs, par 4: 

Et cellen des sections dex numéros impairs (la premitre ot derniére exceptées) par 2 

iplié pat le tiers de Fintervalle entre les sections, donne 

La tonnage de ce volume ext obtenu en le divisant par 100, 

nesures wn: prises ex pieds Anglais; et par 2°83 si les mesures sont prises en 
tres. 

Art, 6, Lorsquo le vavire « un troisidme pont, le volume compris entre ce troisidme 
Pont et le pont de jaugeage ost léterming do ln maniére suivante — 

4 Les Puetiogs de mate yt 346 wii dee 


SsQutint lew memares sont prin ew mitre, as lieu de diviee bx volumes par $83, 00 tt 
te ’ tmdtren, an lieu de diviee br volumes par 383, 00 pu lw mobile 
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On mesure la longueur de Fentre-pont, au milieu de la hauteur, depuis Te vaigrage 
edté de Métrave, jusqu’au revétement intérieur de Tallonge de poupe. 

Cette longueur est divieée en autant de parties que pour le pont de jaugeage: & 
cchacun des points de division, ainsi qu’aux points extremes, on mesure Ja largéur aut milieu 
de la hauteur. Les largeurs sont numé , &e:) i partir de avant, On 
‘multiplic par 1 ta premigre et In dernitre; par 4 celles nyant des numéros pairs et 
par 2 celles aynat des numéros impairs (la premiére et la demitre exceptées). Le total 
de ces produits, multiplié par Je tere de In distance entre les divisions de In longueut, 
donne Vaire moyenne horizontale de Tentre-pont. On obtieat ensuite le volome de lentre 
Pont en moltipliant cette aire par Ia hauteur moyenne; et co volume, divisé par 100, 53 les 
mesures ont éé prises en picds Anglais ou pur 2°63, si elles ont Gté prises en mbtres, 
représente le tonnage i ajouter au tonnage principal (Articlo 5). 

Si le navire a plus de trois ponts, le volume et le tonnage des entre-ponte supéricurs 
sont calculée de la méme maniire ot ajoutés au tonnage prine’pal. 

Art. 7. S'il existe sur le pont supérieur des dunettes, touguer, rouffles ou autres 
‘constructions permanentes couvertes et closes, telles quielles ont été définies dans len 
brineipes zénéraux, le tonnage en eat également ajouté au tonnage principal, Il est ealculé 
de la maniére suivante: — 

. Quand los contours sont formnés par des surfaces courber, on mesure & Vntérieur ta 
longueur moyenne de chaque compartiment, On détermine lo milieu de cette longueur, 
A.ce point, ainsi qu'sux dew extrémités, on mesure, i Ia moitid do In hauteur, la largeur 
da compartiment. On multiplie par 4 la largeur du milieu; on y ajoute los lurgears 
faux points extrimes: lo total, multipllé par Jo tiers de Ia distanice entro lox divisions de la 
Jongueur, doune faire moyenne borizontale da compartiment, On mesure alors Ia hauteur 
‘moyenne, et on In miultiplic par Taire moyenne. 

2. Quand les contours sont entiGrement formés par des surfaces planes, on mesure le 
volume en multipliant entre elles, la longueur, la Iargour ot la hauteur moyenuos de chaque 
compartiment. 

Liopération ext effectuée pour ehaque compartiment distinot 

Dans les deux cas, on diviso lo volume obtenu par 100 si los mesures sont prises 
n pied Anglais ou par 2°83 a cles soat prises en tnltrs, pour avolr le tonnage de eax 


Art. 8 Dans le mesurage dle la longueur, de I largeur ot do Ja hauteur du volume 
riacipal ou des autres espaces, on doit ramener & lpaisour moyenne le vaigrage qui 
Sepane cette épaincar. 

‘Quand Je vaigrage manque ou qu'il ne doit pas dere établi h demeure In Jonguour ot los 
Jargeurs sont comptées i partir de In membrure. 


Ragle IL. —Powr les Novirer chargée, 


we les navires ont leur chargement & bord, ou que, par tout autre motif, 
ile ne peuvent pas dtre jaugés d'apré la rigle piremiére, on opdre comme fl sults-— 
La longueur du niaviro est prise sur le pont périeur depuis lo trait extéicur de tn 


rablare de Vetrave jusu’a In faco urviire do I'étambdt; on en retrunche In distance du 
point de rencontre de la volte avoe Ja mblure de Métambdt A Is face atridre de cot 
etambot, 

On mesure ensuite la plus gemnde Iargour dus navire bors bordé ou horw prvceintes. 

‘On marque & Textérieur et des deux cdtés, dana une direction perpendiculaire nn plat 
diaunétral et it Vendevit de Ia plus grande Iargeur, In hauteur du pont supérieur, ot Yon thit 

Te a ive allant de Wane A Tautre marque, A lw moitié de la 

haine on ajoute la moitié de la plus grande largeur; on live In sommie au 

ccarré : on multiplic le résultat, d'abord. par In longuour Afjh prise et ensuite par le facteut 

O17 (dix-sept centiémes) si le mavire est en bois, et parlofactour 0-18 (dix-hult centiomes), 

sile navire est en fer. Le produit donners approxinativement le volume du navire, et Ton 

obtient Je tonnage principal en divisant por 100 00 par 2°83, selon que 16s mesures sont 
rises en pieds Anglais ou en sndtres, 

Art, 10, Si au-dessus du pont supérieur, il existe des dunottes, guillards, teugues, 
roufllo, oa autros constructions peruinentes couvertes et closes (telles quielies ont bud 
defines dans lex principes généraux) on en determine Je tonnage, on multipliant entre elles 
Ia Jongueur, ls largeur ot Ja haotear woyennes et en disisant le prodult yr 100 ou pat 
289 selon que les mesures sont prises ex picds Anglais ou cv matera et on les ajoute 
‘tonnage principal, pour déterminer Je tonnage brut ou la capacité totale di navire 
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Deductions & faire au Tonnage brut pour arrieer au Tonnage net. 


Art. 11. Pour passer duu tonnage brut des navires tel quil vient détre exposé & la 
jauge oficelle, oa tonnage net, soit pour les oavires A voiles soit pour les navires & vapeur, 
‘on proctde de'la manidre suivante :— 


Narires & Voiles, 


Art. 12. Pour les voiliers on dédait: Jes espaces appropriés et affectés exclusivement 
au logement des équipages et aux eabines des ofhciers de bord, & la cuisiue et aux latrines 
4 Vurage exolusif di personnel de bord, quile woient situés au-dessous ov au-dessus du pont 
wupériour Tes expaces couverts et clos, #il en existe, placés sur le pont supriour et destings 
Ala mancouyro du du cabestan, dow appareils de mouillage, i La chambre aux 
cartes, rignaus et autres iaxtroments de la navigation 

ous les expaces compris dans coy déluctions pourcont étre limites sdparément suivant 
Jos besoins et les habitudes de chaque pays, mais sans pouvoir dépumer en totalité, 
3 pour cent du tonnage brut. 

PPR LAl teats Gales sojmoms cern etkclt ETL regles exporter pour 
mesurer les espaces couverts et clos sur le pont supérieur; leur total reteanche, du 
tonnage brut repriseate le tonpage net ("register tonnage) ow jauge officielle des navires 
A voiles 


Navires & Fapewr. 


Art. 14. Dane los navires mvs par la vapeur ou par toute autre Pulssance mécanique, 
on déduit — 

1, Lex tnfimes expaces que pour les navires & voiles (Articlo 12) avee la limitation de 
4 pour eeat da tonnage brut. 

2, Les expaces oceupés par les machines, chauiligees, soutex & charbon, tunnels dee 
navires & lice, et. dane lee entroponts et constructions couvertes et closes sur le pont 
supirieur, Ventourage des chemindes, lox expaces réservés pour donnor mots & Fale eth 
lamidre aux chambres des unnchines & ceux née mont et service de la 
machine méme. Ces déluetions ne pourron 0 pour cent du tonnage brut, 

Art. Vie La mosumnge des espaces co  navires A Voiles et aux novices 
vapeur (1. de H'Artiolo 14) sera pratiqué comme il a été exposé aux Articles 12 et 133 pour 
les navites & voile. 

Le monurage des oxpacos spéciaux auix navires a vapeur (2. de Article 14) ext effectud 
de Ia manidee suivante: — 


Navies @ soutee & charbon avec clolsons mobiles, 


Art. 16. Dane tes navires & vnpeur qui wont pas des soutes fixes, mais qui ont des 
soutes transversaley, & cloisons mobiles, avec ou sans woutes latérales, on inesure Lexpace 
‘occupé par tes chambres i machines et on y ajouto pour les navires i hélice 73 pour sent, 
et pour lex navires & roves 60 pour cent do ect cxpace. 

Par Hespaco ocoupé pat bres A machines on doit entendre: celui de cette 
chambre et do celle i chauditres, aver les espace atricteruent nécessaires A lout service et 
leur fonctionnement, en y ajoutant Vespace du tunnel des navires i hdlice et les espaces 
dans lex entreponts destings & entourage do la eheminde et A donner aceds & Lair et Ala 
Jumnidre dans les chombres & machine, 

Le mosurage de ees espaces ae pratique de la manigre suivante :— 

On mesure Ie ereux moyen de Vespace occupé par lex mach 
depuis le ean supérieur da bao jusqu'an Yaigrage de le ln carlingue, on mesure 
trols langeure ou plus, ai on le erolt nécessaire, il roux dans cet expace, en 
tous eax [une do ces fargou merurée an miliew et deux autros aux exteémites de cet 
espace; on premd In tnoyenne entre ces largeuras on megure Ia loogueur moyeune de 
Yespace compris entre les cloisons avant et arridre qui limitent la longueur, mais on en 
AGiuit, wit ym lieu, les parties qui ne sont pas affectées ou néceseaires au bon 
fonctionnemedt des machines et dee chavdigres. 

Le proxivit de ces trois dimoasions ninsh mesurten ett c 
Volume de cet espace au-desous du pont qui eouvee la m 

‘Ou: njauto & ce volume celui dew eapaces des entrepont qui seraient nécessaires au 
fonetionnenient de la machine et i donner aces & Vaie etd Ia lumnitre 

On y ajoute, de rofine, le volume da Mespace occopé par le tuauel do Tarbre de Vhétice 
et le résultat ainal obtenu réduit en tonneaux de jauge de 100 picds cubes Anglais ou de 
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283, sclon que Jes mesures sont prises en pieds ou en mitres, donne le tonnage 
correspondant & la chatmbre des machines et chaudigres, qui sert de base umx déductions 
dont il s'agit. 

Si la chambre des machines se trouve ripartic dans plusieurs compartiments, on 
mesure chacun deux séparément comme il vient d'étre dit pour le cas oi ils ee trouvent 
réunis, et on les adiditionne pour obtenir le toanage total des chambres des machines qui 
sert comme auparavant de base aux déductions totales. 


Navires & soutes & charbon 


Art. 17. Dans les navires & soutes & charbon fixes on mesure la Jongueur moyenne de 
Ja chambre A machines et chauditres, y compris les soutes & charbon. On calcule lon 

wurfaces de trois sections trmsvereales du navire—comme il a él expos dans la 
Aétermination (Articles 3 et 4) du tounage beut—jesqu'au pout qui forme le couronnoment 
de In machine. 

Lune de ces trois sections doit passer par le miliou de In dite longueur et lea deux 
autres par les extrésités 

On ajoute A In somme des deux sections extrtmes le quadruple de celle du. miliou 
Yoo multptio ce résultet par Jo tiers de lx distance qul sépare lex sections. Co. prod 
divisé par 100, si les toeruren sont prises en pieds Anglais ou par 2°83 si ellen sont prises 
en mates, done le tonange de Verpace dont sigit, 

Si les machines, chauditres ct soutes A eharbon, se trouvent dans des compartiments 
séparés, on lex mesure séparéisent, d'apris ta méthode qui vient d’étre expose, et on en 
fait Inddition. 

Dons les navires & hélice Je yolame intériour du tunnel sen mevurd en prenant Ia 
Tongueur, largeur et hauteur moyennies et Ie produit des troix dimensions divisé par 100 ot 
par 2°83, velon que len mewures sont pisos en pieds Anglais on en métres, donne te tonnage 
do cet expace 

Gn détermine de la méme maniéro lo tonnage dans lex entreponts ou dans los 
constructions couvertes et closes sur Ie pont supérieur, 

(a) Des expaces destings & Ventourage do tn cheminge ; 

(05) Des espaces destinéx & donner ncctn a Pair et & in Tumidre dans tes chanbres & 
machines: 

6), De exprces, s'il y en a, mévenssiros au fonetionveroent ot nu service des 
wachines 

Art. 18, Au lien dul mesurage des soutes fixex, on pourra appliquer lee rigles pour Jes 
soutes 4 cloisons mobiles de MArticle 16. : a ool 

Art. 19. Pour Jes biteaux remorgucurs les déduetions ue sont pas limitées 
80 pour cent du tonnage brut; on déduit tous lox espaces occupds par tex machines, 
chaudidres et soutes & charbon. 

Toutefols si ces navires ne sont pax exclusivement dewtin(s au service du remorquage, 
4a déduetion dont il vient d'etre question no peut dépasscr 50 pour cent du tonnage brute 

Signd) J, Stoxes, 
Tooones, 
Zastana. 
Cananue Janssen, 
Maren, 


Le Seevéteire est invité & faire imprimer et distribuer les épreuves des rigles amendéee, 
Pour que Th Commision puisse les soumettre & une nouvelle discussion et y donner son 
Approtation ddtinitive. 


Préwident Vive ta séance, 


_ Le Prisident, 
(Sign) EDHEM, 
Le Becrétaire, 
(Signi) ‘Cakarnfopony, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 658. 


Commission Internationale pour le Tonnage. 
Procis-Verbal No. 18.—Séance du 73222, 1873 (19 Chewal, 1290). 
Présidence de son Excellence Enea Pacua, 

Présents: 


Pour !'Allemagne— 
M. Gillet, 
M. Hargreaves, 
Pour I'Autricbe-Hongrie— 
M. le Chevalier de Kosjek, 
M. Zamaro. 
M. Nicolieh. 
Pour Ia Belgique— 
H. Camille Janssen. 
Pour I'Espagne— 
Don Joaquin Togores, 
Don Angel Ruata. 
Pour la Franco— 
M. lo Baron dAvrit, 
M. Rumean. 


Pour la Grande Bret 
‘M. Ie Colouel Stokes, 
Sie Philip Francia. 


Pour la Grice— 


Pour UTtatie— 
‘M. fe Commandeur Mattei, 
M. le Chevalier Vernoni. 


Pour les Pars-Bas— 
'M. le Chevalier Jansen, 
M, Keun, 


Pour la Rusvio— 
'M, le Baron de Steiger. 
M. le Colonel Korohikoft 


Pour ta Suddle et In Nor 
M, le Chevalier de Heidenstamm, 


Pour la Ti 
‘Son Excellence Edbem Pacha, 
Son Excellence Salih Pacha, 
Madsily Effendi, 


LE procts-vertal de In deruiee nance cst lu et adopt 
A. danseen (Belgique) dit que le Procn-verbal No, 17 conytato que son Excellence 
Edhem Pacha a retire la réserve faite relativement A Tadhévion donnée au sens dex 
‘considérants des résolutions présentées par MM. les Délégués de la Grande Bretagne, 

M. le. Premier Délégué d’Autriche-Hongrio sest également, prononet A cet ézard, en 
disant qu'il continuait & réorver son vote jusyu'au moment de Vadoption déénitive de ces 
résolutions. 

Cowine MM. les Déléqués d’ Allemagne n’étsient. pas présonts A la séance lorsque ces 
{hits ee sont passés ot quils avaient aussi, dans Vavant demnidre séance, riservé leur vote 
‘Far ce point jusqu’h Samedi, M. le Délégué de Belgique désirerait savoir sls retirent om 
‘miintiennent lour résorve. 

AL. Gillet répond qu‘il ne trouve pas opportun de s'oceuper en oe moment de Ia 
‘question des considérants. 

Sur Finvitation de M. le Président, le Seerétaire donne lecture d'une lettre de son 
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Exeellence Rachid Pacha, Ministre des Affaires Ftrangires, qui vient d'tire adresséo a 
son Excellence Edhem Pacha, et congue en ces termes -— 


“ML le Président, " Sublime Porte, le 9 Décembre, 1873, 

“ Ainsi que vous avez bien voulu m’en informer, Ia Commission Internationale pour le 
Tonnage, vient de discuter et d'établir snccessivement les régles concernant le“ gross 
tonnage,’ le tounage net, et la capacité utilisable. 

“En présence des conséquences ingvitables de Ia situation légale qui vient ainsi d'étre 
fixée de manidre A mettre un terme aux controverees et oux équivoques da passé, le 
Gouvernement Impérial a été heureox apprendre les efforts tentés avec succts pat les 
Délégues de plusicurs Puissances maritimes pour atener dans la pratique des adgucisse- 
ments treasactionnels en faveur d'une auvre unique dans son genre. Lutilité de pareils 
urangements semble dautant plus évidente ve daus les instructions adressGes i. ses 
commissaires, Je Gouvernement Hmpérial avait dgh déclaré que ea Gzord au caractére 
urgence que présentait Ia question du Canal de Sues, il se rescevuit de stuppropricr les 
conclusions de la Commission qui seraient de nature A recevoir une exéoution immédiate ot 
den régler lo mode d’npplication, 

* Afin dono de répondre des besoins et & dex intéréts universellement soatis et de 
donner & ta nouvelle thebe que la Commission a si honorablement. assumée, un caructére 
officiel, je viens prier votre Excellence d'engnger MM. les Délgués de vouloir biew 
completer leurs travaox, en formulant au nom de leurs Gouvernamonts, et dans win esprit 
d'équité bien entendne, les nouvelles conditions dont le béuélice pourra Qtro asaird dana 
Varenie & ln Compagnie Universelle du Canal de Suax. 

“Voile, &o. 
(Bigngy "Racin," 


AM. le Colonel Stokes dit que la question & lordre du jour sur loa résolutions préventéon 

it les Délégués de Ia Grande Bretagne devrait 8tre oécessairemont suspendue si In 
Commision ccveptat tn decumon pr parla Sublime Porte. Tl ost d'avis d'gjournce 
faite dsouasion Fn tro Bel a pls tard Jorg’ Samed eae run ajnraeinent 
indétiol Jul paraissant impossible—et pour xa part il sorait di ¥ consentir, dns te 
bot de donner le temps tune stud cpartore dee adoudascnenta Yancctiongele dont 


leat question dans Is lettze ralnistédelle. 
MH. dJauen (Pay Das) fle observer, e presior Vow, qui oat surpis enendre dans 
tune lettre oificielle sue fe Gouyeroement Ottoman # regu une communication sur lo 


‘ésultat du truvail de la Commission avant quil ne soit terming, et sans que le. Prévident 
ait &46 prié de sucquitter d'une pareille mission. Tl abordera cepenidant 1a queation méme, 
en faisant abstraction de eetto irrégularité, 

AM. le Président interrompt M, le Premier Délégus Néerlandais pour constater qu'il ne 
trouve aucune irrégularité dans 14 manidre dagir. I est tout naturel que la Sublicne 
Porte soit miso immnédintement au courant de tout ee qui so fait In Commission, 
Cette remarque faite, ill prie M. le Premier Délégué dex Pays-Bas do vouloie bien 
continver, 

4M; Jansen (Pays-Bas) reprend en cos termes son. discours -— 

“J'ai consulté, Messicurs, notre riglement intéricur, dans Je procds-verbal’ de notre 

juatridine sdance, pour savoir s'il proscrivait comment nous devons agir dins Io cas qui 
ferme le sujet de nos déibérutions actuelles, 

“Je n'ai trouvé que TArticle 4 dios logue jo Ws: “Une ioporition de discussion 
faite par un Membro en dehors do ordre du jour, devra étre communique par écrit au 
Président. 

“La Commission décide, si cette proposition doit tre diseutce & ls prochaine sdanco, 
(ou uprds la fin de la discussion des questions qui sont & Tordre da jour.'™ 

Dove Ia queation que no ‘ résoudre 4 présent ost ‘si 1a propasition qu'on 
vient de soumettre a notre examen doit dre discutée dans la prochaine séance, ou aptts In 
fin do la discussion des questions qui sont A Vordre du jout, c'est-a-dire: aprés que nous 
‘aurons examiné si le mode actoellement appliqué dan ta perception des droits du Canal de 
Suez cat en harmonie aves Jes presoriptions de VActe de Concession ot du Firman Tropétial, 
suivant Vinterprétation qui leur a été donnée par les lettres viziriclles » Son Alteese le 
Khédive. 

Cette question, comme toutes les autres que Hous avons exaiminges, est une question 
Purement technique, mais A laquelle ee joignait une autre question, ‘celle de eqvuir at 
une ee peas ‘avait le droit de s'i des droits régatiens, en déterminant ta 
jauze officielle selon ses propres intértts afin de pouvoir taxer la navigation de tontes.1eg 
ations intéressées, contrairement & toutes les promesses fates offcieliement et offlicunce 
‘ment, de ta manigre la plus arbitraire et la plus vexatotre, 





Aprds Ie travail que nous avons dé fit sue unification du tonnage, il ne nous a pas 
4:étrbe dificilo de résoude suse cex questions; woaisen touchant A Ie a de note tice, 
aqui a peaé surtout sur les techniiens, et an tmomeat méme ot nous sommes, pebts dna 
commun vecord, h prononcte note jugeiment, qui etait dé formule et. preayue secepte par 
tous nos honomibleseollésnes, exeepté cea de France et de Tense la diplnantic tient de 
fe sssir do nonvenu de la question soumise A notre examen, afin dagrtter es condemnations 
‘ul eat sur nos torre, 

La question actueliement devant nous est de savoir, si nous prononeerons avee une 
gnue nnjvd ets cadarnation, a vos examinees dex propntins Jurca 
‘ent transaciondel avant de pronaneet la eondanuntion desetes Mcgee te be Caan ace 
du Canal de Suex y ma nae 

Ton part je slept considrernyee ta plus grande bienveillance et 

ment au disit exprin6 Alla in de mon dlacourst dace notre trtaens edeneae 
proposition ayant’ poor but Wasser In Compogaic, amas apres aveie, pronocee 

nmunton, tlle quo n été formule par Ma Is Premier Telggué 'Alleecgen mee 
Celui de Suade et do Norvége et un des Dikigués de ta Grande Tretagna, ou ties sone 
tiled été rédigte par Mle Premier Delégué W Avtriche-Hongrie, le Déligue de Sobde ot 
dle Norvégo, et le econ Délegué des Payr-Bas, apts quillo‘avut 6 tree pon amends 
par MM, les Délégude Ottoman 

Je stis qu'aprée que nots snrons prononed notre jugement, le’ Gouvernement 
Ottoroan ate droit Souverain dele faire ow de ne pax Jo fare exéaiter; 11 apparent 
quit In Sublime Porte de prendre une déclion & cet deurd 

Jo congols aussi qu'elle demande notre avis sur dev adoucimeements, afin que dane xa 
elémenee, 8a Majstt Inpériale puitae rendre grice an coupable, sans’ compeomettre les 
intérdta tht monde commercial et de Ia navigation de Lous lo pape intaewoe, 

Ce sont dev actos négaliens gus je repecte et. qu ont toute mas nympatle, surtout 
Jonqu'l sagit de lee appliquer & la Compagnie de Suez, Je me scateae mone tre 
heureix si Jo pourals contribuer, de. quelque maitre que ce soit, oo quo Tavis de te 
Commission poot-tre avast favorable’ quo pouble wu latéréts des netoansives de ta 

ugnie We Buca. 

Mais ce dir, tts naturel dallers, ear jo suis conrainen que tous mes collegues 
Vont sual len que moi, ee Air de sauver la Compagaie de Sucx Wun gmiut daar 
pent ct ne drole prjuget le jugement que nous sommes obligt ve donner et sans just 
Monsieur de ls Comission trait coropromias 

Nous nu sourlons anéintir lew procievertaux de nor séancer; nous ne pouvons 
fnpullee len résclations condanunatoites qui ont <té proposces, dun coweun accord 
cormmie je viens de le die, par tous lex Délegués, caceptd coue de France et de Rosie, qui 
‘ont pris sous leur bienvellante protection les wets de fa Compagnie de Sues- 

Non sculement Je eroin quil y m pour nous un deveir Whonseus, quoique bien 
péoible, de pronancer' fs condamation, mis auel jo eroie que cette tashidve Gagie et 
Tcontire pour ln Sublione Porte ent, ans cela, Tadouchacmenttrauasctionnel ater 
frat uur é dzneat b Pesprt qui Ta Bate 

ation en tout temps exceutote lx adouciscmeats fe seroat que le 
‘de nouvelles complications, et In Sublime Porto nurs dana ee cas pas 
ta foullé do demander 2 une autre Commission Unternationale Tn solution dsisitee 
de ces nouvelles diiallé 

Pour cs ruisoos que jo viens expose Jo erois qu’avant examiner toute autre 
proposition, nous devons prononcer notre jugement. Mais si-vour decides. mutrement, 
‘Fespaencgas ev acretoa ba soos gun nose prvonaninaris apes tate Te ae 
sutres proposition 

Gant A agir an nom de mon Gouvernement, je dois dlarer que nous avons 
toujoars admi que nous ferious des. propositions A noe Gouvernementss'en tout cas, fo 
devrain domander des instructions spéciales pour pouvoir agir ea ton nom, 

M. le Président demande b Melo Prember DAgué Nectlandals vil persste toujours A 
considérer comme ierégolire In communication tmmédiate de ce qui se fait dans Ix 
Comission par tos Délegués Ottowsans i leur Gouvernement. 

M; Jansen (Pays-Bas) persiste dans son opinion, lorsjue cette comavunication est 
faite iw nom de la Commission par son Président. 

M. le Prévlent conatate que tel n'a €ténullement le cas. Ilse remet,dalleurs, avee 
une enti conanee, & Tapprécintion dela Commision. 

‘A. Gillet suas vouleie répondre aa discours prononcé par M. e Premier Délégué des 
Pays as, dire seulement parler Pune question de fait qut le concerne. partiulitrcmente 
Ii 6 4¢ fut mention dane redaction qut aurait 6 faite par lay de coneert avec NE Is 
second Deldgué de la Grande Bretague et’ Ml le Duligu de Suide et de Norvége. I ext 


587 


‘rai qu'il n'a pas cru refuser de travailler aussi dans une réunion privée, an. projet dont il 


git. Tl demande cependant & ses deox collégues en question, si la partie dispositive de 
ce travail A été en quoi que ce soit touché, revu ou amendé, en d'autres termes, si ot a 
touché i Ia teneur de ce jugement, dans les eas ob, par impossible il pourrait étre appelé 
ainsi, M. le Premier Délésné d'Allemagne constate une fois de plus, quon a seulement 
‘nodifé en partie les considérants. Quant a In partic dispositive, Sir Philip Francis, n dit 
luiembme qu'il n'y aurait rien & changer, la rédaction en ayant @é faite par MM. les 
techniciens. 

MM. de Heidenstamm dit qu'il sppie de son témoignage les assertions de M. le Pre 
Daggué WAllznagne, La proposition dont i! agit leur a é sounise dane une réuion 
privée, par MM. les Délégaes Britanniques. Le principe était admis et il n'y avait qu’h 
rendre la rédection des cousidérants plos approprige & une piéce de ce genre. La partic 
dispositive a 6 lalssée telle quelle, Il ne pout concevolr Pétonnement exprimé par M, le 
Premier Délégué Néerlandais aur lex informations données & 1a Sublime Porto par Mle 
Président. “1 serait étrange de vouloir refuser aux Délégués Ottomans In facultd 
dinformer leur Gouvernement de ce qui se passe dans 1a Comtnission, tandis que tous 
les Délégucs usent, en toute liberté, de ce droit vied-vis do leurs Gonvornements 
respect, 

AM, le Baron de Steiger sjoutw que tous tes Déligués counsissont os tontatives de 
trworaction fits chen Ie Premer DAligud NeeclandaisIntdae, Dana Je but de donuer 
une forme plos eonerdte ces tentatives, on était méme tombé d'accord  demandee cet 
coffet un mandat spécial aux Govvernements respectifa, I ne peut, par eonsdquent, que 
stonner de la quasisdGapprobation inflgée par M; Jansen (PayssBaa) & MM, lea Déléiguda 
‘Ottomans et demande qu'on procide sane retard A Uexamen de In proposition qui ext 

ie & Ia Commission par M. Je Ministro des Adhiros Farangves de Turquie, 

M. de Kavek ft obworeer quo lew Dildguds Ausrotlongols ot pris pt eux 

ions successivemeat abordées dew tonuages brut et ct ainsi quo de ta capacité 

ble. Lee procda-verbaux font foi de leur munitre de voir, ot ils devraiont wy 
conformer si an Youlait poursuivre le point de vue strictement Kigal, Comme cependant 
Ja Sublime Porte parle maintenant d'une transaction, et que leur Gouvernement eat d 
‘ebt6, prt &-entrer dans Parrangewent de Ia question du Canal pat voio de tranancti 
M. Je Promier Délégus d’Autriche-Hongrie déclate vouloie prendre part h eotte di 
et cogago 1a Commission d'y procéder, en constatant toutefois que Toa 
Sventuclles b cet effet pouvent Otro prises pur les DélGgués Austro-Hongeois, soulement 
ed referendum. 

AM. Mattei ve trouve dans te résumé des travaux de la Comunition doumdedes dane Ta 

Grille qui vient d'etre communiquée, avetine eneution de ce qui w dtd fait sur 

deuxiime question roumise & Texamen de la Commission, celle coucernant le Casal de 

Suez. Cette question a été cependant discutée et une proposition fut formalde din auite 
des débats y ayant trait. 

1 2 participer A une négociation qui a pour bot drtiver i dos 

nels it obtenir en faveur do la Compagnie du Canal. Co travail 
cat dupe toute autre nature que celui qui a étd pris janqu'h oo jour en considdration par la 
Commission, et ce ne serait pas h elle, h Tavis We M. le Dééyué d'talic, mais. aux 
disferentes Iégations que In communication de ta Sublime Porte wurait dO sedresser, 

Sir Philip Francia fait observer que ai M. le Présideat est d'avis que PArticle 4 da 
réglement oppose ils prise en conaidération iaimédiate de Ia. proposition minintérialo, it 
serait peut-tre nécessoire d’yjourner Ja discussion jusqu’s la prochaine séance, Quant au 
projet de transaction, il ne pourrait dere disouté dapris tui, que si la Commission voulait 
se constitucr apres Ia eldtare, en comité, 

M, de Kogjek ext davis que TAntise 4 du riglemont ne saurait s'appliquer aux 
communications du Gouvernement Ottoman Iuismbae, 

‘M. le Baron de Steiyer ajoute que xi mécue get Article était applicable, la Comuniaaion 

srait paneer outre, 

POUTM. Vonssen (Belgique sy oppose, 0 faisant observer que Je rigloment. ext la 
ssuveganle de la minorité Dans le bat de s¢ conformer & l'Article 4 il appuie la 
oponition faite par Sir Philip Francis. F 

PrPiM, c Coload Stokes dit quil ve partage pas la manidre do voir de M. le Premiér 
Délégué de Russie que Ia Commission puisse passer ontre A son rézloment. Pour étte en 
onire, il eroit que MM, les Delégués Ottomans devruient fuire uno proposition, par écrit, 
dans fe nena de la lettre ministérielle. La Commission aura a statuer sur cette proposition, 

AM. le Président cite des eas ot la Comsnission est cependant entrée immeédlatement en 
disevssion sur les communications wministérelles. 

M. de Kesjek coustate avee son Excellence Edhem Pacha quo tel a été to cas. 

wy 7h 
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AM. de Heidenslomm fait observer qu'on ne saurait inyoquer Vignorence du projet de 
tranmetion.  Depois longtemps déji, dans une reunion prives tenue chez lui, les’ bases de 
cette transaction Caient connnes de tous les Délégués ; il n'y avait qu'une seule lacune 
quant a Ja maniére de procéder devant cette nouvelle situation, et cette lacune vient d'etre 
‘comblde par la lettre de M. le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres de Turquie. 

Pour sa part i fait seulement observer, par rapport & Texpression employée das 
cette lettre, d'avis & formuler par les Délégués an nom do leurs Gouvernements, que ces 
résolutions éyentuelles seront de I méme nature de recommandations que les précédentes. 

‘ajournement formulée par M. le Délégué de la Grande 
qu'k celle ayant: trait a la constitution en comité, oprés Ia séance, dans le 
ttre A une discussion privée les bases de In transaction, 

let fait obacrver quo c'est & la Commission & apprécier Voppartunité dentrer en 
discussion immédinte sur la communication ministétielle ow de s'xjourver. A sou avin, il 
faudrait procéder i In discussion en laistant de e6t6- lee autres questions & ordre du jour. 
La forme lui ext indifférente, IL n'y a pas une irndgularité & lover ; il s’agit simplement de 

mettre ano mesure opportune en harmonie avee le rilement intérieur. 

M. Jansen (Pays-Bas) dit en réponse A M, le Baron de Steiger que ta néunion dont it 
4 fait montion et qui avalt pour but d’arnéter ies bases une transaction, a é&é réellement 
tenue chez lui, Il ost loin de lo nier et il constate quill est encore petit A examiner cette 
question de Ta manidro la plus calmo ot Ja plus conctliante, sans cependant porter préjudice 
au jugement & prononcer, 

Hl aété toujours de cet avis tant lors do ta réunion dont il s'agit, que maintenant. 
Qunat & Ia proposition de discussion ello-méme, elle devrait étre faite au nom de SM les 
Délggués Ottomans. 

‘Son Kxeellonce Kdhem Pacha préyente la motion suivante -— 

“Les Délégués Ottomans, se cunformant 2 la communication ministérielle de co jour, 
propokwnt i In Comission de s'ajourner pour discuter 4 la prochaine séanco un projet 
Saraageroonttransactlonnel eoncersant la question lu Canal ke Suee= 

Ont woté pour - 

“Allemagne, 'Autriche-Hongrio, la Belgique, YEspague, la Grande Bretagne, IItali, 
Ja Rosie, In Budde ot a Norvége, a Turyuige ae 

Les Pays-Bus ont révorvé leur vote. 

Ly France s'est abstenue, comme ne pteaant pas part & ta détibération. 

Mle Président propove de fixer In discussion qu’on vient de voter & la sance ordinaire 
do ta Commission, te Samedi prochain. 

AM, le Colonel Stokes préféreralt que Ia prochaine xéance de la Commission ait liew 
Jeudi pour diveutor les bases do eet arrangement, 

I. le Baron de Bteiger se rallio \ opinion de M. le Prisident, surtout de 
Vinterruption momentanée des fla télégraphiques 

le Président met aux voix In question de savoir si ta prochaine séance de ta 
Commision aurn ties Joudi ow Samedi, 

‘Ont vot pour l'ajournement & Jeudi 

La Belgiquo, Espagne, In Grande Bretagne, I'Ttalic, les Pays-Bas, 

Gut voté pour Tajournement & Samedi 

L’Allemague, Autriche-Hongrie, la Russie, la Sudde et la Norvége, la Turquie, 

La Franco s'est ubstenue dir vote, 

La voix Présidentiallo décidant de Ia mojorité, la prochaine séance de la Commission 
‘eat fixée A Samedi, le yy Décombre, 

Mle Président prononce Vajournement: 

Le Président, 
{Signd) EDHEM. 
La Seorétaire, 
(Signé)—Cattarnitononr 
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No. 659, 
Colonel Stoker and Sir P. Francis to Earl Granville—(Received December 30.) 


q Pera, December 22, 1873. 

WE have the honour to forward to your Lordship, in anticipation of tho concluding 
procie-cerbaur, which are not yet printed, duplicate copies of the Report of the Inter- 
hational Tonnage Commission, with a transtation, 

‘This document was adopted in the last sitting of the Commission on the 18th instant, 
nad ag reported ia the following telegram of that di 

“Tho International Commission has to-day, in its twenty-first sitting, unaniinously 
adopted its final Report, embodying all the conclusions at which it bas arrived. Colonel 
Stokes will require anotbor week to finish our reports, when we will nwait your Lovdship's 
orders.” 

‘The Report contains the principal conclusions at which the Commission has arrived, 
and which it recommends to the adoption of the Powers. It concludes with tho basis of 
an arrangement for the settlement of the Suex Canal question, an oarlior draft of which 
was sent to your Lordahip ia our despatoh No, 40 of tho 18th instant. 

The language of the Report on the xubject of the Suez Canal dues would have boon 
uch more decided had this arrangement not been made. The object of the French 
Delegutes in agreving to it was, of course, to avoid a formal condemnation of the Com 
pany * the report ix, therefore, confined to stating the fact of the discussion in ns neutral a 
Inasiner as powsible in order to obtain their signatures and thoxe of the Russian Delogates, 
The Commission did, however, come so near to the condemnatory voto that tho fact is 
visible even in the guarded phrasce of the Report; the proctscerbaux speak with no 
uncertain sound on this subject. 

‘This Report cannot be considered complete without the whole of tho procér-verbaur 
which are to be annexed to it but we thiok that your Lordship ought to have a copy of i 
without delay 

We have, &e 
(Signed J, STOKES. 
FRANCIS 


Inclosure in No. 659. 


Report of the International Tonnoge Commission aaembled at Constantinople in 1873 


(Translation) 

THLE Toternations! Commision, which has met ot Constantinople, in pursuance of 
the invitation addressed by the Goverument of His Imperial Majesty the Sultan to the 
maritime Powers, lias taken for its guidance the ciroular despatches of the Imperial 
Government to their Agents abrond, dated respectively the Ist January ond 13th August, 
1873, and. the Vizirial letters addrowed to His Highoess the Khedive of Egypt of the 
19th and 30th July, 1873, ax well ax the instructions of the Sublime Porte to. their 
Delegates. Tt has devoted twenty-one sittings to the discussion of the questions submitted 
to it, and bas followed the rules of discussion which it had previously laid down, as shown 
in the procisreerbaue annoxed to this Report, 

i Ging the order of its labours the Commission hax thought it advisable to ablde by 
the sussestions of His Imperial Majesty's Goverumont, contained in. the lethors nddressed 
{o the Powers and io the instructions given to tho Ottoman Delegates, 

“Phone documents recommended the investigation, in the first place, of the best mode 


ship; and, 


Qily, As'a consequence thereof, the examination of the seale of dues, ax now levied 
¢ Catmpany on ths Suce. Canal. 

= "ive Cossiesan, following this order of ideas divided its work into two distinot 

‘1 Question of tonnage generally. 

2. The question of the tolls on the Suex Canal, , ; 

Taking the first point, and considering it in all its aspects, the Commission olassified 


it under two principal headings :—Gross tonnage} Nett tonnage. 
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The Commission presents, us follows, the reasons which determined its opinion on 
‘that part of its labours. It is  tmditional usage of all maritime countries to submit 
merchant vessels to a measurement, the result whereof, known under the general name of 
“ tonnage,” serves as the basis of the taxation to which a ship is or ean be made liable 
everywhere, and under any circamstances. ‘The fixing of tonnage appertains in. every 
Chantry to the sovereign Power, as ove of the attributes of pablic authority. Althoush 
this was originally determined in every state sccording to local convenience, yet the 
different systems of the various maritime countries tended towards a common ‘rife, and 
gradually as maritime commerce increased the special privilezes reserved to vescls of 
individual nations under their Navigation Laws gave way to international competition, 

* Displacement," with a wnit of weight and the suppased equivalent in voluine, was 
the main principle of the old rules of tonnage, for determining what n sbip could carry or 
contain, But experience has shown everywhere the impossibility of determining by x Sced 
‘und invariable rule (n @ constant manner, the carrying power of a ship, which tieceasarily 

ries according to the nature, the form, and density of each of the component parts of a 
cargo, as well ax according to the season, state of the westher, and the respective length of 
Yovnges. Tt is, onthe coutrury, always possible to measure exactly the internal capacity of 
ship, and to deduct: thereftou, ina practical way, the spaces which manifestly cannot 
be utilized for currying freight. ‘The different enactments on this subject, after 
through unalogous stages of experiments and study, have all arrived ut this result, 
inspite ofthe variety of the processes omploye) te eflort to establish, under nearly similar 
conditions, a comparative statistic of the maritime tonnage of the different. tations have 
at Inst proved! successful, If the same rules of measurement are everywhere adopted, 

t comparison between ship and ship will be effected. satisuetorily, and whipping will be 
‘everywhere taxed after an uniform and equitable mode, 

This unification of tonnage may be realized by adopting formula combining the 
thee following conditions, viz, :— 

1. That of causiog the internal copacity of a ship to be measured with all the 
precision that geomatrionl science ix practically capable of 

2. ‘That of expressing this eapacity in tons the unit of which ix obtained by a common 
divisor, which best embodies for all maritime countries the ancient traditions of their 
common experience, and which gives as quotient a mean of all the varying conditions 
tunder which ships are orployed, 

3. ‘That of disallowing, in determining the nett tonoage which is to be the basis of 
taxation, any other deduction of space but that which eanbot be used for earning freight 
by being employed for carrying passengers or merchandize. 

‘Tho Commission has considered whethor it would not be better to suppress the name 
of “ton of measurement " in order ta avoid the continual confusion between this ton and 
the different tons of weight or volume employed in tradey but after patient deliberation 
it has formed the opinion that the time has not yet come when auch a change in the usages 
of the commercial and maritine world can be ‘recommended, and it hos decided to. adopt 
1 unit of measurement the ton of capacity of Moorsom's system, viz., of 100 Engi 
‘cubie feet, oF 2°83 cublo metres. 

‘The International Commission, after laying down these Principles, acknowledged that 
tho process of meisuring the capacity of ships oxtablished in the United Kingdom by the 
Merobant Shipping Act of 1854, under the name of Moorsom's system, realizes best the 
conditions requited to dotermine gross tonnage, and agreed that no other aystem ean letter 
ecure the application of the precise rules of deduction which are to determaine the net 
tonnage, oor lead itself with greater advantage to the uoiticntion of tonnage at which the 
Commission is weoking to arrive, 


ion of the maritime Powers, inasmuch as Germany, Austria 

Hungary, Denmark, the Uvited States of America, France, Italy, Norway and Turkey 
syocessively adopted Moorrom's system, with slight variations in its applications and 
Belgium, Spain, Holland and Swecen intend, as it has been declared by their respective 
delogates, shortly to adopt it 

42. ‘That as regards the net tonnage of steamships the enactments of the English law 
of 1894 are not all that could be desired, inasmuch as for a class of vessels whose engines 
Sceupy a certain proportion of the total ‘capacity, the deduction is one of a percentage of 
tho igfo¥s tonnage, whilst in other ships the deduction is derived only from the space 
‘occupied ly the engines, 

2 Think there exist two other systems, under which deductions are made, and that 
the difference between these wo consists in the mode of dealing with the coal bunkers. 
‘The Hirst regards moveable bunkers, und is governed by the Danube rule; the other 
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regards fixed bunkers, and is adopted in Germany, Austria, France, and Italy. Under the 
first of these systems a shipowner is free to employ his ships for commerce generally 
throughout the world, increasing or diminishing the space applicable for coals according to 
the requirements of each voyage, whilst by the other system he is obliged to adopt fixed 
bunkers inapplicable for cargo, and which can only hold coals for a certain duration of 
voyage. Considering that the opinions are divided upon the respective advantages of these 
systems, the Commission recommends for the acceptance of Uwe maritime Powers the 
modes of procedure hereinafter contained, and the rules of measurement annexed to the 
present Report 

If these recommendations bo adopted it would be desirable that ships" papers should 
contain all dotails of measurement, the ealculation by which gros tonnage hus been 
found, and the deductions for determining net tonnage allowed. In any ease where in the 
measurement of the total capacity of a ship any exceptions have been allowed, such 
exceptions ought to be mentioned in het papers. 

In discussing and fixing the rules of mowuroment annexed to this Report, the 
Commission bas been guided by the following considerations, which it also submits to. the 
approbation of maritime Powers 

§ 1. Evory trading ship, whatever may be her nationality, ought to be furnished with 
tails of reintey declaring (o) the gros tonnage, exprosing het wll capacity, mid 
(@) the net tonnage, giving her capacity after the deduction rando of space recognized ax 
‘unavailable for earning freight, 

4.2. This certificate of registry delivered by the competent Government authorities, 
filled in from measurements effected ia accordance with tho rules proposed by the Inter- 
national Commission, shall be officially recogoized in every ountry as the tue bai for the 
applicution of ship's dues and taxes, Those dues and taxes shall invariably be applied to 
the net tonnage of a ship. 

§ 3. Grows tonnage ix beat arrived at by Moorsom's system, as defined by the rules of 
measurement adopted by the Commission, and annexed to this Report, 

$4. tonnage comprebeads the mensurement of the whole space below tho 
upper deck, as well ws all spaces comprised within permanont consteuctions above that 
dock, which are covered and closed in. (For the definition sco the aunexed rules of 
measuremieut.) 


§ 8. To determine net tonnage the deductions from gross tonnage aroi—t, goneral 
deductions applicable alike to sailing and steam-vessels ; 2, apccial deductions applicuble 
to steamers only 


$6. Geocral deductions refer (a) to the accowmodation of the crew (stowands and 
senses’ servants are not to be considered as part of the crew) ; (J) to officers cabins (the 
captain’s not ineluded therein) ; (c) to Cook houses and closots exclusively for the uve 
the crew, situated either above or below the uppse deck; and (4) to covered and closed: 
spaces, if there are any on the upper deck, employed for working the ship. ‘These spaces 
are to be measured separately, and the sum of them deducted. ‘The aum-total of these 
deductions is, however, in no ease to oxceed 5 per cent. of the gross tonnage, but this 
Perccatage ray be distributed among the several spaces according to the practice and 
requirements of different countries, Besides the above-named spaces, it was proposed in 
the Commixion to deduct, further, spices occupied by the captain's cabio, the sail-toom 
‘aad other places ured for stowing ropes and other gear; but these latter deductions were 
not approved by an absolute mijority of votes, 

§ 7. The Commission recommends the abolition of any system by which the net 
Tonnage of a steamer would be derived frotn @ per-centage on her total capacity. 

$8. Deductions special to steamers relato (a) to the engine room and boilers; (2) to 
the shaft-tronk ia a screw-ship; and (¢) to pormancnt coal-bunkers, ‘The spaces a, &, and 
6, to be accurately measured. 

§ 9. If the ship has not permanent bunkers, oF if she has only Interal bunkers, and 
hher coal is stowed in bunkers shut off from the hold by moveable partitions, then the 
spaces of these lateral and temporary bunkers ure fot to be measured. In this case the 
rule to be applied is that in force on the Danube, namely, an allowance is made for the 
coal space by giving 50 per cent. af the space occupied by the engine in a paddle-whoel 
steamer, and 79 per cent in a screw steamer (see Article 16 of the rules annexed), 

§ i ‘Ships farnished with permanent bunkers muy novertheless be menue sder 
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the Danube rule. In this latter case the net tonnage will be fixed according to the roles 
of the above paragraph. 

§ 11. In no ease (except that of tugs) shall the total of these special deductions of 
steani-ships exceed 50 per cent, of the gross tonnage. 


§ 12. For tags, when used exclusively ns togs, the special deductions may be made 
Without any limit for space actually occupied by the engine-oom and cnal-buokers- 
§ 13. Provisionally, 
het tonaage, and with the object of attaining in the mean time a’ cortaia 
ction apecial certificate ray be delivered to any steamer by the co 
of the country to which xho belongs; which certificate shall be reone 
foreign ports ns cxtablishing the net tor 


§ 14, In those ‘countries which have adopted Moorsom's: system, the above-named 
special certificate shall be prepared at pleasure, ether aeconing to 
ships with fixed bunkers, or aceording to the Dugube rule. 


§.15. In countries where, Mfoorsom's system has not yet been, but will be adopted, 
steamers may be measured under Rule 2 of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854, with the 
factors 00017 and. 0.0018. From the gros found the special deductions 
fiven by the above $§ 6 to 12 shall be made. ‘Tho annexed special certificate, as specified 
{4 13 shall stato the gross tonnage and the net tonnage of ‘the ship it tonnage 
to be determined at pleasure, either according to the rule applicuble to xhips with fined 
Wunkers, oF neconting to the Danube Rule. 


§ 16, Open vewsels are not comprised within the proposed international rules of 
‘measurement, 


§ 17. It i recommended thot a penal provision shall be enacted to the effect that, 
if any of the perniancat spaces which have been deducted shall be employed either for the 
tse of merchandize oF passengers, or in any way profitably employed far enraing freight, 
that space shall be added to the net tonnage and never more be allowed as a dedwction 


The provisions of the above paragraphs embrace the principles which have sulded! 
the Commission thronghout itx labours, aod it now desires to express the wish that, In 
order to guntunteo in all countries tho identical application of those principles, the rales of 
measurement proposed by it should be adopted, either by diplomatic action, or by Com. 

ionery furnished with full powers, who sbould come to ah understanding upon the 
‘means to be employed for putting those rules into exeeution, and on all necomary details, 


‘The Commission in approaching the second part of its duties has had, ia accordance 
My the Ot 


with the terms employed ty the Ottoman Government in their instruction te the 
delegates, to resalve the following question: Is the system, now actually being applied for 
tho levying of dues in the Suez Canal in harmony with the provisions of thet Act ot 
Concession and of the Imperial Firma, according to. the interpretation xiven to those 
documents by the two Viririal letters niddremed to his 1 # the Khodive # 

After having examined the Act of Concesion and the documents above weationed, 
the Commission opened the discussion thereon, ond having auecessively listened. tothe 
pinervations of the Delegates of Germany, Austria, Spain, Great Britain, Greece, Italy, 
Holland, Rustin, and Turkey, was called upon to delibernto upon a form of ressluticg 
Presented by the Delegates of Great Britain (vee the procdsneerbume Nos. 13 to 16). But 

fore taking a vote on this resolution, the Commission received, in its sitting of the 9th of 
December, through its President, communication of a leticr of tho same date addressed to 
him by his Excellency Raschid Pasha, Minister for Foreign Affuirs. In deference to the 
recommendation contained in that letter the Commission discussed and adopted ofiially 
fan opinion in the following form, which was accepted unanimously, aud which the 
Commission hopes is in harmony with the desire expressed by the Sublime Porter 


Opinion. 


Being invited by the Sublime Porte to express an opinion upon the system of levying dues 
on the Suez Canal under the concession, the Firman of 1866 and the Visiral letters of the 
17th Djémazi-ul-Ewel and 6th Djéwazi-ul-Ahir, 1290, and in conformity with the desire 
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{xpressed in his Excellency Raschid Pasha's fetter of the 9th December, 1873, referring on 
the one hand to the Act of Cancession of the Suez Canal, which concestion is to remain 
untouched, and on the other hand referring, with a view to the application of the provisions 
of that Act, to the general principles and rules of measurement already laid down by the 
International Commission, the Cormission is of opinion that the dues to be levied in 
the Canal may be regulated by an arrangement upon the following bases :— 


Ships meavured according to Moorsom’s system. 


J. A surtax of 4 franos, in addition £0 the tax of 10 francs, shall be levied por net 
resistor ton. on steamers whenever the deductions due to engines have bam determined 
fuider Section a of Clause XXII of the Merchant Shipping Act of 1864, defining 

le HT. 
‘This surtax shall be reduced to 3 france for every vessel which shall bave inscribed 
‘spon hier papers or annexed to these papers the nett tonnage based on the system recoth= 
twended by tho International Commission, which shall fort the basis for the levying of the 
tax and the aurtax, 

3. Ibis to be understood that, ships already measured according to the alternati 
system svegested by the Comission, and particularly those under aragroph of the 
above-named clause of the Merohant Shipping Act of 1854, shnll be liable from tho. present 
time to only a surtax of 3 france per ton of net register, provided always that the deduc- 
tions for engines and fuel shall not exceed 60 per cent. af the groas tonnnge, 


Vewsels meanured under any system other than that of Moorsom. 


4. Gross tonnage of ships not measured under Moorvom’s system shall bo brought 
into accordance with that aystem by the application of the Danube scale of factors, and 
their nott tonnage shall be determined acoording to Section a of the above-named Clause 
XXIIT of the Morehant Shipping Act. ‘Those vessels shall pay over and above tho tax of 
10 france a surtax of 4 francs per tou on their nett tonnage. 


Provision common to all Ships. 


5. The surtax of 3 francs por nott register ton shull bo progressively reduced in the 
us bervinafter specified, according to the development of the annual tonnage of 
ps passing throuzh the Canal, and shall oease altogether x0 soon as the suid tonnage 
ll have reached in any one yenr 2,600,000 net register tons, when the original mnaxinum 
fax of 10 franes per ton only shall become applic, 
‘The above-named dimioution of the wurtax shall be on the following scale. So soon 
‘as the net tonnage shall reach 2,100,000 tons within one year, tho Compariy shall levy 
in the following years the surtax of 2 franca only, When the net tonnage shall have 
feached 2,200,000 tans with ove yen, the year Yolloving the aust ga oe aed 
2 francs per ton, and #9 on ; 0 that each successive annual increase of 100,000 tons shall 
entail « successive diminution of $0 contimes of the surtax for the yeur following; anil 
srhen daring auy one Year the wet tonsage shall have arived at 2.600,000 fans the vurtax 
shall be entirely abolished, and the original tax, not exceeding 10 france por fon, shall be 
reverted to 
Tt is further to be understood (a) that whenever the increase of net tonnage within 
any one year shall exceed 100,000° rons, the surtax Surg the ea fillowing bul 
bo diminished by 50 centimes per ton in ‘respect of each excess of 100,0 + (), 
that once the surtax shall bave been diusiakbed or ubolked as provided above, no 
increase or re.imposition shall be allowed, even if the amount of wet tonnage passing 
through the Canal should fall off; and (6) that the Ist of January (now style) shall be 
taken ns the commencement of each year for the purposes of the aurtax, 


Transports, Vessels of War, and Vessels in Ballast. 


6. Vessels of war, vessels constructed or chartered for the transport of troops, and 
vessels in ballast, shall be exempted from all surtax ; these shall pay no higher dues than 
the maximum tax of 10 francs per uct register tonnage. 


After the Commission had expressed the above opinion ia its nineteenth meeting, the 
first Delegate of Turkey made the two following declarations, having been thereto authorized 
by his Government — 
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1. ‘That the authority to levy a surtax of } franc, given to the Company in 1871 for» 
special purpose, is withdrawn ; and, 

2. That no modification, for the future, of the conditions for the passage through the 
Canal shall be permitted, whether in regard, to the navigation toll or the dues for towage, 
anchorage, pilotage, &e., except with the consent of the Sublime Porte, which will not take 
‘any decision on this subject withoot previously coming to an understanding with the 
principal Powers interested therein 

he Delegates of Great Britain, Itlay, Spain, Belgium, Austro-Hungary, Germany, 
‘Turkey, France, Greece, and Russia declared, at the twentieth meeting of the Commission, 
that they were nuthorized by their Goveraments to accept the provisions of the arrangement 
hereinbefore contained. The Delogates of Holland declared that they wore likewise so 
authorized by their Government, but under the reserves which they have already made on 
certain points. 

‘This Report is drawn up and signed at Constantinople this day, the 18th December, 
1479 (28th Chewal, 1290). 

(Signed) For Germany — 
GILLET. 
HARGREAVES. 
For Austro-Hungary— 
3. DE KOSJEK. 


CAM, JANSSEN. 
For Spain— 
JOACHIM TOGORES. 
A. RUATA. 
For Franco— 
A. DAVRIL. 
RUMEAV, 
For Gr at Britain— 
J. STOKES. 
PHILIP FRANCIS, 
For Greceo— 
A. A. HL ANARGYROS. 
For Ttaly— 
B. COVA. 
¥, MATTEL, 
ALEX, VERNONI. 
For Holtaad— 
JANSEN. 
RICHARD S. KEUN 
For Russia— 
B. EB. STEIGER. 
KORCHIKOFF. 
For Sweden and Norway— 
0, VON HEIDENSTAM. 
For Turkey 
EDHEM. 
M. SALIH. 
H. MADRILLY. 
‘Tho Secretary, 
(Signed) “Caarnsononr. 
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No, 660. 


Colonel Stokes and Sir P. Francis to Earl Granville —(Received December 30.) 


(No. 43.) 
My Lord, Pera, December 22, 1873. 

WE have the honour to inclose a tabular statement, drawn up by Colonel Stokes, to 
show the effect on a certain number of vessels, whose measurement under different rules is 
known to us, of levying the dues in the Suez Canal according to the methods in force 
before and since the Ist July, 1872, and the rates that will come into uperation under the 
arrangement now agreed to. 

{twill be seen from this statement that the French Messageries Maritimes, owing to 
the privileged position of their vessels under tho French law, regulating net tonnage 
prior to last June, are now payiog on an average O7 per cont. more than they did before 
the Ist July, 1872, and that, tinder the Commission Rules, they will still pay 49 per cent, 
‘moro until the surtax begins to decrease. 

‘The Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigntion Company derives more advantage from 
the arrangement. ‘Their vessels are now paying, on an average of ten of them, 63 per 
cent, more than before Ist July, 1872, they will pay about 27 per cent. more. 

Vessels ia the general trade did tot pay so heavy an increase under M. de Lessep 
arbitrary measure as the Company's, aud will not Uerefore experience tho s 
relief by the operation of the arrangement though they wi 
eventual extinction of the surtax. The differences between 
and some will benofit at once by the change to the extent of 16 per cent; others will, 
however, actually pay more at first under the new arrangement than they now do. "These 
are vewcls whove present rate of payment differs ina lear remarkable degree than that of 
ost vessels from the rate previous to Iat July, 1973. 

‘The principal immediate advantage of the arrangement to those vessels is that it 
obliges the Company (o levy its toll on their official tonnage, and that thus they are 
relioved from aun arbitrary assessment of the tonnage of their covered-in spaces. ‘The 
eventual advantage lies in the gradual reduction of the sturtax until it ultimately disappears. 

‘We call attention to these points because some English ship-ownere will a first sight 
naturally think that they are in a very slightly better position under the armngement than 
they now stand without it; some may be even in a worse position temporarily. 

We desire to dwell on the necessity that existed in arranging this question, 40 to treat 
the Company that it should be able to devote a proper sum annually to the maintenance 
and working of the canal, to pay ite financial charges, and to divide a certain amount of 
profit amongst ite shareholders, 

We believe that ander the arrangement effeoted these several objects are attained, and 
that whilst the present amount to be paid by vessels passing through the canal will be, 
although heavy, supportable by thom, there is every reason to suppose that tho rapid 
development of the traffic will soon lead to the “diminution ‘of toll provided by the 
arrangement. 

We have, &e. 
Signed)" J, STOKES, 
P. FRANCIS. 











Tnclosure in No. 660, 


Carcutamion showing what. Vessels of different Companies and Classes have paid before 
“and since the Tat July, 1872, and what they will pay under the New Transaction. 
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No. 661, 
Sir H, Blliot to Barl Granville —(Received December 30.) 


IN transmitting to your Lordship the accompanying Reports from Her Ms jesty« 
Delogntes on tho tonnage Commission, inclosing the agreement on the question of the Suex 
Canal does which has been unanimously adopted by the whole of the members T mast 
ake the opportunity of bearing witaess to the, energy aad abilty shows by thow 
gentlemen in th harge of uo extremely difficult duty. ae 

Golonet Stokes" complete wastery of the subject, his tnt, and conciliatory disposition 
have been freely recognized by all his colleagues, and be found a most efficient coudjutor 
in Sir Philip Francia. 


In a recent despatch of your Lordship's it was observed that Her Majesty's 
Government hed been placed in postion of some embarrassment by the Commesion 
entering, in the first instance, into the zeneral: question of tonnage instead of considering 
that of the Saez, Canal dues. 

As things have gone, 1 believe the course pursued to have been advantageous, and 
‘that, unless the Commission had previoasly come to a decision upon the general question, 
there would have been little prospect of anything like unanimity in regard to the mode of 
levying the Suez Canal dues. 

‘The true principles of tonnage having once been determined, their application to the 
Suer Canal followed as a matter of course 

Her Majesty's Commissioners were not, however, responsible for tho order in which 
these questions were taken, the invitations of the Porte to the different Governionts to 
take part in the Commission, having expressly stated that its object was the determination 
of a universal system, no mention being made of the Suex Canal. 

It will, indeed, be within your Lordship's recollection that, in the instruction to the 
Ottoman Commissioners which was to be the programme for the proceedings, it waa only 
at the last moment, and by strong petsistance, that 1 obtained the insertion of the cl 
which stated that one of the duties of the Comtnission would be to inquire into the system 
‘now enforced on the Suez Canal, 

Tt may be said, sand no doubt with truth, that the Commission linx not abolutely 
passed a resolution upon that point, although the opinions of the Commisioners, ox 
recorded in the proctmeerbaur, have almost the samo weight, but the advantage of 
accepting an arrangement in regard to the future dues to bo taken on the canal, which 
should receive the support of the French Delegates, was 0 great as to justify Its adoption 
‘on the understanding that the Commission should go no further in pronouncing upon the 
illegality of the present systom, 

‘The viows of all tho Delegates, except those of France and Russia, have, in the main, 
been entirely in conformity with thove af Her Majesty's Government, but tho wish of the 
Austring and German Governments to avoid doing anything which would too elearly imply’ 
‘the liability of the Cnoal Company for the amount which they have been levying in excoss 
of the logal dues during tho last yeor and a half, rendered their support wavering and 
uncertain, ax soon as thoy mw a chance of an arrangement by which a declaration of the 
illegality of the present wystem might be avoided 

Nothing, however, line been dono to invalidate the rights of any one in regard to the 
past, for not only had the majority of the Commissioners expressed thie opinions, but 
the representatives of the Porto have declared that the interpretation put by the Sultan's 
Government on the Firman under which the dues are levied is in exaot conformity with 
the viows always advanced by Her Majesty's Goveroment, 

‘Tho withdrawal of the French Delogates from the proceedings of the Commission was 
the only inckdent of special interest that occurred, and the little justification that there 
was for the pretext which they assigned for it of the Commissiod having tefused to exaraine 
the utilizable capacity of the ships appears from the processterbane of whole sittings 
oceupied with the examination of that question, and in the Goal Report which they 
‘themselves signed. 

Enough of the proceedings of the Commission is already known to the public to have 
removed the impression so industriously circulated by M. de Lessope of tho hostility of 
Bngland to the Canal. 

agreement that has been come to is known to have beon proposed by Her 
Majesty's Delegates, almost exactly in its present fori, six weeks ogo, and its liberality is 
generally recognized. althouzh, probably on account of the important events then passing 
iu France, the French Delegates were not authorised to entertain it, 

‘The course that will now be takew by M, de I, still remains 10 be seen for 
‘more than oner, last winter, when T-assured-him that Hor Majesty's Government would 
not object to a surtax being charged upon a legal busis, if it wns ascertained to be neceasary, 
he exclaiwed with vehemenc, thet nothing would ever induce him tn naept one; bat 
it is bardiy to be expected that the shareholders would be inclined to support bitn in 
maintaining this determination at the expense of the dividends which they will How hope 
for. 


Thave, &. 
(Signed) HENRY ELLIOT. 
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Chevalier Cadorna to Mr. Lister.—(Received December 31.) 


(Particuliére.) 20, Hill Street, Berkeley Square, 

Cher M. Lister, ‘30 Décembre, 1873. 
DYAPRES le désir que vous avez expritné je m'empresse de vous envoyer le pro-memorin 

de Vaffuire pour laquelle j'si eu Mhonneur de Yous entretenir hier 


C. CADORNA. 


Tnclosure in No. 662 


Réauiné of « Conversation between M. le Cheratler Cadorna and Mr. Lister, 
December 29, \ 


DAPRES {es informations du Gouvernement Italien, lorsque les travaux de la Com- 
tiation & Constantinople pour le Tarif du Canal de Suet ont été termings parla transaction 
qui a 616 acceptée par toutes les Puissances, ln Sublime Porte aurait déclaré d'etre préte & 
prendre engagement que si dans Fespace de trois mois la transaction projetée par Ia dite 
Pomunission ‘he pouvalt pas étre mise en exéoution, elle prendrait los menures nécessaires 
fin que la peroxption des taxcs sur Te Canal fat rétablie sur Voucion pied, e'est-dedire, en 
raison de 10\fr, par tonne, notte de registre, d'uprés les certificate do bord. 

‘Le Gouvernement Hatien ajoate la plus grande importance A cet engugement, car on 
1 pourrait pas admettee que, aprés avoir donné des prouves do conciliation, Jes Puivsances 
doment rencontrer de la part de la Compagnie du Canal do Suc la méme résistance 
qu'elle a deployed jusqu'il, 

M. lo Chevalicr Cadorna a demandé i M, Lister si le Gouvernement Britanaique 
evizagenit oe sujet ou mime point de vue, comme il Te croyuit, et xi effectivement 
Iv Sublime Porte avait pris envers la Geande Bretagne un engageinent & cot dard. 
Bhi ee rn 

. 663. 
Karl Groncille to Sir H, Elliott. 
(No, 154, Commercial.) 
Sir, Forcign Office, December 31, 1873: 

HER Majesty's Government approve your proceeding, ax reported in your despatches 
Nos. 217 and 218, Commercial, of the Sth instant, in obtaining from the Porte an axtarance 
that they will carry out the deelsion of the Toonage Commission in regard to tho Suex 


Canal dues. 
Lam, & 


(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


